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Hymn of Gratitude

Writ deeply on our memory,

Thy name undying there shall be ;
Oh Pachaiyappa’s holy shade !

Thy glory ne'er on earth shall fade.

‘What noble use can money find
Beside enrichment of the mind ?
Dost thou not look with joy from Heaven
The bliss thy well-got wealth hath given ?

The charities that bear thy name,
Our gratefulness will ever claim.
‘We pray thy soul find rest and peace
And good thy gift affords increase.

1. D. Tangaswams.
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The Empire

State Building

C. G. KUPPUSWAMY, M.A,, L.T.

The Empire State Building in New
York is located on the top of the
tallest man-made structure in the
world. The notable thing about this
bailding is not only that it is the
highest in the world but also that
paople on top of it experience strange
sensations. Forinstance, an observer
can see red rain and snow falling up
and huge pythons coming towards
him in a threatening manner. The
red rain is attributed to particles of
red dust sucked up by the wind and
blown towards the structure. The
snow falling ap is explained by per-
verse air currents blowing up the
building. And the pythons are due
to stroug winds producing a mirage
of pythons.

The strength of the structure is
beyond imagination. The pilot of a
bomber went throagh the building
and brought about the death both of
himself and fourteen others. But
the building was unscathed. One

aeroplane fell down a lift shaft

setting off a furious blaze. But seven
floors above a messenger boy went
reading a story book without even
noticing what was happening below.
Its immunity from lightning strikes

gives .the same protection to every

other building within a quarter of a
mile from it. It should be remem-
bered that every year 2,000 people
in U.S.A. are struck by lightning.

The ground on which it stands is
two acres in area and costs £ 90
per square foot. It is 1472 feet
high. There is a difference of three
to nine degrees in temperature bet-
ween the top and the ground floor of
the building. The skeleton contains
60,000 tons of steel sufficient to make
a railway frack stretching over
sixhundred miles. The marble in it
exhaugted the output of several
quarries In France, Italy, Belgium
and Germany for a whole year,
There are 3,200 miles of telegraph
and telephone wires and cables and
fifty miles of plumbing pipes. The
stairs from the street to its 102nd
floor, the topmost one, number 1860
steps, There are 72 lifts operating
in seven miles of shafting. There
are 3000 lights and 5 man has to
spend eight hours a day to replace
them. There are more than 300
cleaning women to sweep every
night.

Bats and grass-hoppers sucked
by the strong winds also visit the
observation terrace as well as human
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beings. Often migrating birds collide
with the strueture and die in hun-
dreds. In September 1948 five
hundred dead birds and scores of
injured ones were picked up. There
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were 12 different varieties of birds,
Thangh the structure is in 34th
street, fifth avenue in New York an
observer rightly remarked that the
sun and the stars areitsnaighbours!

Benefactors of Mankind

S. SELVARAJ.

There are so many different ways
in which mankind can be benefited,
and there are so many great men
who have conferred great blessings
on their fellow-men, that in a short
essay little more can be done than to
give a catalogue of some of the
classes of the benefactors of
humanity.

Beginning with the religious and
moral side of man’s nature, it is
impossible to calculate the benefits
that the founders of great and ancient
religions have conferred upon the
race—men such as Buddha in India,
Confucius in China, Jesus in Pales-
tine, and Muhammad in Arabia.
And besides such great figures, there
have been hosts of men of saintly

life and noble teaching in all ages,
who, by example, earnest words and
valuable boolks, have raised the level
of human morality and turned men’s
mind to God and spiritual truth.

.of the poor and the

Then there are earnest social re-
formers and the philanthropists, who
have devoted their lives to abolish
public abuses, bad laws and evil
customs, and to alleviate-the lot
miserable,
Think of the work of Wilberforce
and Clarkson in FEngland and of
Lloyd Garrison and Abraham Lin-
coln in America, whose labours led
to the abolition of slavery; or John
Howard and Elizabeth Fry, who
exposed the horrors of the old prisons,
and led the way to prison reform ; or
the Earl of Shaftesbury, who devoted
his time and wealth and the influ-
ence of his social position to the good
of the working classes, by extending
the Factory Acts, and by reforming
the treatment of the insane; or
Cobden and Bright who gat the
Corn Laws repealed and so gave
cheap bread to the people. (n our
own land, there have been social



BENEFACTORS OF MANKIND 3

reformers who have left their marks
on society. The names ofe Raja
Rammohan Roy, and Veeresalingam
Pantulu ate well known as pioneers
in this field. They have stopped or
reduced to a large extent such evil
customs from Hindu society, as sati
and child marriage and they have
advocated widow Tte-marriage and
inter-caste marriages. Our revered
Rajaji has set right a longstanding
injustice to Harijan by his Temple-
eniry Act; he has also eradicated
the evil habit of drinking by his
Prohibition Act.

There have been many bad kings
in the world ; but we must count the
good kings and rulers as benefactors
of humanity ; for the establishment
and maintenance of a sound organi-
sation of society is indeed a great
benefit to humanity. In ancient
times the name of Asoka, the Bud-
dhist king of India, stands out in
history as that of one of the wixest
and humane of rulers. In England,
Alfred the Great was a father to his
people, and by his wise laws and
unselfish devotion to public good,
did mueh to elevate a half barbarous
race ; and Edward I was a wise and
just ruler. One cannot omit men-
tion, too, of Solon, the law giver of
Gredce,* and Marcus Aurelius, the

" philesopi:er Emperor of Rome.

Some f the greatest blessings to

gaffering humanity have been con-

ferred by great doctors and scien-
tists, such as Sir James Simpson,
who at the risk of his life experi-
mented in anaesthetics and discover-
ed chloroform, by means of which
the most serious operation can be
performed without pain ; Jenner, who
eradicated small-pox from England
by his discovery of vaccination ; and
Lister, who revolutioned surgery by
the anti-septic treatment.

And what material benefits count-
less inventors have brought to man-
kind ! James Watt, by the invention
of the first practicable steam-engine,
and George Stephenson, with his
locomotive, practically revolutionis-
ed social and industrial conditions
in the 19th century. Faraday’s
experiments with electricity led to
the telegraph and telephone systems ;
and Marconi’s discoveries resulted in
wireless telegraphy and  broad-
casting.” But space altogether
fails even to mention the thousands
of benefits which scientific inventions
have given fo man,

Lastly, mention must be made of
the great poets and writers of noble
books, who by their exalted imagi-
nation and lofty thoughts, have
developed the higher nature of man.

Important proverbs we should
know :—
1. A kick from the wise is better

than a kiss from a fool.



%. Every ome rakes the embers
to bake his own cake.

3. An oumnce of example is better
than « ton of precepts.

4. The proof of the pudding is in
the eating of it.

5. To be unknown is better than
ill-known.

RIDDLES

1. Tam a five-letter word,
Every human being wants me

PACHAIVAPPA’S COLLEGE-SCHOOL MAGAZINE

If you cut my head and tail,

I become one.

Whoam I7?......... [AENOW]
2. Iam a five-letter word,

I am very sweet to eaft,

I am found in flowers.

Who am I?.........  [AENOYH]

JAl HIND
Add a letter to the above letters
and re-shuffle them, so that you will
got the name of a great leader.
GANDHIJI

Wealth, Health and VWisdom

T, G. ARUMUGAM.

What advantages a rich man has!
All the comforts, luxuries and
amusements of life, independence
and security, the best education,
social position, leisure for study and
the cultivation of art and music, the
joys of travel, importance and
power ! Yet wealth may be a curse.
1t often leads man to self-indul-
gence, luxury and vice, the vanity
of display and arrogant contempt of
his less fortunate fellowmen. In
fact wealth in itself is neither a
curse nor a blessing; this depends
entirely on how it is used. Wealth is
power : in the hands of a knave or
a fool, it is evil; in the hands of &

wise and good man, it is a blessing
to himself and to his fellows.

No one doubts the blessings of
health. But often thoxe who have
it and have never known illness,
undervalue it, and by carelessness
or worse, logse it. When we have
lost our health, then we value it
most. We rralise then that health
means happiness, efficiency and suc-
cess, while ill-health means misery,
incompetence and failave. There
are some brave souls who work and
succead in spite of ill-healths; but at
what a cost of effort and pain !

Wisdom is a more precious gift
than either health or wealth, for
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neither of these will be a blessing
without wisdom. A fool may inherit
a fortune but he will squander it in
a few years or use it to damage
himself, body and soul. A fool may
have splendid physical health, but

:0:
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he will do no good with it and will
probably lose it. But a wise man
will use health and wealth to the
best advantage, *‘The price of
wisdom, ” says the Bible, ‘is above
rubies. ”

—

The Habit of Reading

S. K. BALASUBRAMANIAN.

Reading is a habit as much as
smoking a pipe—of reading all sorts
of books, long books and short ones,
poetry and prose, novels old as well
as new, biographies, histories, science
and what you will! The habit of
reading should be cultivated early
in one’s youth and continued through
life. If there is a will there is
a way.

The habit of reading is one of the
most useful ways of spending one’s
time. Reading, writing, observation,
thinking and memory may be said
to be the five means of acquiring
knowledge. The main object of
reading must be not only the scquisi-
tion of knowledge, but the develop-
ment of character and capacity.

Reading to be ugeful and interest.
ing, should havea three fold pur-
pose—recreation, Information, and
inspiration. We must select useful

and serious books for deep and close
study, while poetry should be studied
for inspiration and appreciation of
beauty.

We must read newspapers daily so
that we may understand the impor-
tant news of the world. Reading
removes bad habits, like idleness,
talkativeness, and forms good habits
and increases knowledge.

A large library is almost essential
for real education and in these days,
when really fine libraries aro to be
found in all guarters of the town, it
is not very difficult to have easy
access to them. There we must go
to attain general and adequate
knowledge.

** Books are my constant con-
panians,” so declared Gandhi, the
Father of the Nation, while he was
travelling in a train. 1 was about
1 o’clock and he could not get sleep.
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The train was wrapped in deathly
silence, when books came to his
rescue.

men who have devoted much of their
spare jbime to reading and derived
immence benefit for themselves and

There are instances of many great

I0:

their fellowmen.

Beggar Problem
S. BALASUBRAMANIAN.

In these days of famine and high
prices of food articles, the nuisance
caused by beggars is becoming
intolerable. Steps must be taken to
put down this nuisance, Beggars
can be divided into four classes: (1)
Diseased beggars (i) able-bodied
beggars (iii) infirm or aged bheggars
and (iv) urchins.

Beggars suffering from unsightly
diseases should be kept apart from
healthy men in a separate place.
The old and aged beggars should be
treated with sympathy in beggar-
homes. The police showuld prevent
these two classes of- beggars from
begging in the streets. As toable
bodied beggars, they must be com.
pelled by the Government and by
the society to work and earn their
livelihood, They may be granted
lands and made to caltivate them or
they may be employed in such work
as road-making or construction of
dams. The urchins who beg in the
streets must be made to feel ashamed

of begging. Social Organisations like
the Y. M. C. A. should take care of
these urchins and teach them some
trade or work by which they can
earn their living with self-respect.
By the mere enactment cf laws
against beggary and provision of
beggar-homes for the benefit of the
diseased and infirm beggars, beggary
cannot be effectively rooted out,
unless the public co-operate with the
Government, the police and social
workers in their work. The .public
must realise that giving alms is not
always good, unless it is done with
discretion. OQur country is famous
for its charity which is enjoined by
religion and people are accustomed
to give charity in most cages to
undesarving hypocrites who come
out as beggars because begging gives
them an easy means of livelihood.
8o our people should be taught to
exercise their sense of charity judi-
ciously. By giving alms indiserimi-
nately to all beggars coming. to. our
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GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

doors, we will be encouraging beg- contributing financially to public
gary. Instead of this, we willl be bodies and institutions like beggar-
doing the right sort of charity by homes and orphanages.

George Bernard Shaw
P. SELVARAIJ.

years. This was not remunerative.
So he began to write dramas. His
dramas were * Widower’s Houses "

Of the great dramatists of Eng-
land H.G. Wells and George Bernard

Shaw were the foremost, Bernard
Shaw, when he died, was older than
H. G. Wells. H. G, Wells said I
liked to write dramas like Bernard
Shaw in my young days”. The writ-
ing of dramas made him gay, happy
and famous all over the world,

Everybody has heard of Bernard
Shaw, He was born on 26th July,
1856 in Dublin, the Capital of Ireland.
He was the son Georgs Char Shaw.
His family was very poor. Shaw
had two elder sisters. He learned
fo sing songs from his mother, He
had little education. He never
attended Church.

In 1872, he went to London ani
worked under a rich man for eigh-
toen shillings, but later on he earned
forty-eight pounds. Shaw worked
hard. He was able and wise. His
early “education began in London.
He began to write short stories.
Then he wrote five novels in five

and “Warren Profession.” They
were not acted. * Candida” was
acted in Germany in 1894. Now
Shaw’s fame had spread in all coun-
tries of Kurope,

While in London Shaw had culti-
vated very many friends. His
teachings are very valuable. He
wrote many dramas. Some of them
are ‘* Man and Super man,” **Back
to Methuselah,” ¢ Androcles and
the Lion,” and * Candida.”

George Bernard Shaw had a strong
body; he always spoke the truth:
he worked hard; he did not rest
every day; he had ability to work ;
he was simple and sweet ; he wasg a
singing bird. He worked for the
people of England.

He died in 1950. When he died
the whole world mourned his death.
The powerful light which spread his
fame, has not faded from the world.



Rice

K. P. KANNABIRAN.

Nowadays we are committing a
great mistake by polishing ricey in
doing so vitamin ‘B’ in rice is olimi-
nated. Absence of vitamin ‘B’
causes Beri Beriand skin diseases.
In hand-pounded rice there is enough
vitamin ‘B’ and it prevents certain
diseases. Another benefit from
hand-pounded rice is this: it con-
taing bran and its use prevents
constipation.  Constipation is the
cause of many diseases. In rice
there are starch cells which are very
smooth and very small and therefore
they are very easily digested.

Rice does not contain uric acid
poison, which causes kidney diseases.
In rice alkaline material is greater
than acid forming substances. Alka-
line blood content means healthy
life. Acid blood causes many disea-
ses. Hand-pounded rice contains 1'4%

alkaline material while polished rice
contains 3 % acid. Since polished

_rice is not alkaline and is devoid of

vitamin ‘B’ and bran, we should
banish it from our diet and use hand-
pounded rice only.

Todine is present in rice and absent
in wheat.Iodine helps thyroid glands,
the king of the glandular system, to
function properly and keep body and
brain healthy and keen.

We should take food with a view
to build the body but not merely for
taste., If you take food for taste
only, surely diseases will begin to
rule us. Our people are having
several diseases the names of which
were mnot known in olden days,
because they are eating food cnly
for taste and they are not taking
unpolished rice which is the best
food for man in south India.






lterns of Interest

P. G. K.

A pathetic request:—Of all the
Governors-General and  Viceroys
compelled by service in India to sepa-
rate themselves from their wives and
children, none felt the separation
more keenly than Lord Hastings
who was the Governor-General of
India from 1813 to 1823. In his
book on ¢ Viceroys of India’, Lord
Curzon relates a remarkable story
about him.

“When dying, Lord Hastings
directed that his right hand should
be cut off and clasped in that of his
wife when she should follow him.
This strange but pathetic request
was faithfully ecarried out. The
hand, enclosed in a small box was
deposited in the family vault ab
London, in Ayrshire and when Lady
Hastings died, 14 years later, it was
placed in her coffin.”

* * *

Removal of India’s capital to
Delhi.—The removal of the capital
of India to Delhi during the vicero-
yalty of Lord Hardinge was a
draught which Lord Curson couald
never allow himself to swallow. He
lamertted-greatly the translation of
the seat of Government from Cal-
cutta. * An hisvorie city (Calcutta),”

2

he complained, *“ was deprived of her
pride of place, '’ and bitterly remark-
od, ““The Government of India was
banighed to crumbling grave-yards. ”
Even the famous Anglo-Indian daily
*The Statesman’ wrote that Lord
Hardinge should quit India and seek

another sphere of activity.
*

* *

A remarkable example : —Lord
Curzon is an example of deligence,
industry and love for work. As the
Viceroy of India he daily took his
chair in the great south room of
Viceroys' House in Calcutta at 10
a.m. and rarely left it until 2 a.m.,
the next morning with an interval
of an hour or so for meals, public
funiction ete., Official and other
papers were closely read and cons-
cientiously noted by him. Work was
the swum and substance of his life.

* * *

An Officcel draft :—When Lord
Minto was the Viceroy of India a
scheme was devised to stay the
deterioration of the splendid little
ponies of Burma. When the pro-
posals were laid before the Viceroy
he wrote on the file, ‘I agree. The
Burma pony is a damned good little
piece of stuff.’
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The clerk in the government of
India Secretariat, drafting on the
case, began, “Sir, I am directed to
inform you that in the opinion of the
Governor-General-in-couneil, the
Burina pony is a damned good little
piece of staff.”

‘When taken to task, the clerk
explained that in the time of TL.ord
Curzon an order had been passed
that when the Viceroy wrote a note
of instractions'for a draft, the exact
words in the note {should be used in
the draft.

* * *

A beginning and an end :—In 1882
8. Sabramania Aiyar (later Sir
Subramaniy Aiyar) was appointed
Public Prosecutor by. the District
Magisirate, Madura. Subramania
Aiyar's first appearance in the court
was rewarded by the judge with the
insulting remark, ‘“Don't chatter

like a monkey.” Such was the
begiuning of a career which ended
in the chief justiceship of the Madras
High Court.

* *

A just verdict :—Saraswati was
the wife of Pandit Mandarmishra.
She was noted for great learning
A duel of words took place hetween
Mandarmishra and Shankara
Charya. If in the duel the former
woun, Shankara Charya would give
up his celibate wandering life and
hecome a house holder ; if the verdict

PACHAIYAPPA'S COLLEGE-SCHOOL MAGAZINE

shoald be in favour of the latter,
Mandarmishra would don the yellow
robe and become a sanyasi. On the
decision of Saraswati hung her own
fate. The lady however gave the
victory to whom it wasdue and gave
up her riches and wealth to follow
her husband as a sanyasi. This vie-
tory of Sankara Charya enabled him
to establish his creed all over India.
A notable tribute : —Europeans in
India early acquired a reputation
as wine-bibbers, Akbar permitted
the sale of wine to his English gun-
ners because., ‘he said that as the
European people must have besn
created at ihe same time as spirits
and if deprived of them were like
fish out of their element unless they
had drink, they would not se» plain.’
An advice:—A striking story is
told of Buddha’s fellow-feeling and
humanity in bimself nursing a
forsaken sick monk suffering from
skin disease and smelling foul. The
Buddha with his own hands washed
him in hot water and had him
clothed in fresh robes and exhorted
his diseiples thus, *¢ you haveneither
father mnor mother, therefore be
father and mother to one another!”
Gitanjali :—Rabindranath Tagore
visited England in 1912. On his
voyage he began to translate his
Bengali poems He showed them to
the Irish poet, W. B. Yeats who
wrote about them as follows: ‘I
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have carried the manuscript of these
translations about with me for.days
reading it in railway trains or on
the top of omnibuses and in restau-
rants and I have often had to close
it lest some stranger should see how
much it moved me. These lyrics
display in their thought a world I
have dreamed of all my life long.’
Soon after, these collected poems in
English were published in a volume~—
*Gitanjali.’ The award of the Nobel
Prize for world literature followed
to the intense delight of all Indians.
Sterling Honesty :—Reverend C. C.
Thicknesse, the Dean of 8t. Albans

School

Literary Associatian :—The Inau-
gural Address of the REunglish
Asgociation was  delivered by
Mz, Johnson, M.A. Weekly and
fortnightly meeting. were held.
Topics of current interest weve dealt
with and the pupils took keen inte-
rest in the debates. The School
Assembly functioned efficiently.

The Inaugural Address of the
Tamil Literary Association was
delivered by Sri K. V. Jagannathan,
Editor. ** Kalaimagal ”. Two special
meetings were held during the year

NOTES 11
disapproved the wuse of atomic
bombs. After the Second Global
War a thanksgiving was arranged
at the Abbey and just at the starting
of the ceremony when all gathered
for service he cancelled it and made
the following statement:

" ‘Ido not hold the service of
thanks giving in St. Albans becauge
I cannot honestly give thanks to
God for an event brought about by
the wrong use of force, by an act of
wholesale indiseriminate massacre,
which is different in kind from all
acts of open warfare hitherto, how-
aver brutal and hideous..

Notes

when Sri K. M. K. Abdul Khadhar,
M.A., L.T. and Sri K.C.Vanmeskana-
than B.O.L. addressed the students,

The [naugural Address of the
Telugu Literary Association was
given by Prof. Krishnamurthi of
Presidency College. Two  special
meeting were held when Sri S. Ra-
malinga Sastri, Asst. Prof. of
Telugu, Pachaipappa’s College, gave
a talk on Telugu Literature. Sri
P. QGanapathi Sastri, Rditor of
Bharatht, gave a talk to the pupils
of the school.
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Poets’ Day celebration took place
on 24-2-’53 and 25-2-'53. On the
first day SriT. P. Meenakshisunda-
ram Pillai M.A., B.L., M.O.L. presided.
- Portraits of Subramaniya Bharathi
Namakkal Ramalingam Pillai, Chel-
lapalli Venkata Sastri, Sarojini Devi,
Swami Vedachalam and Bernard
Shaw were opened respectively by
Messrs. A. S. Gnanasambandam.
M.A., T.8. Umapathy, M.A., L.T.,
V. 8. Bhujangaraya Sarma, M.A.,
Mrs. C. Saraswathi, M.A, SyiR.
Shanmugasundaram Chettiar and
Sri V.A. Devasenapathy, M.A., Ph.D.

On the Second day of the Poets’
Day celebration Mr. J. Daniel, B. A.,
L.T, presided. Portraits of Kavi-
mani  Desigavinayagam  Pillai,
Shakespeare, Thiru V. Kalyana-
sundara Mudaliar, William Words-
worth, Rabindranath Tagore, Dr.
U. V. Swaminatha Ayyar were
unveiled respectively by Sri A. M.
Paramasivanandam M.A., M. Litt.,
Mr. Sreeramuln M.A. 1.T., Vidwan
Anbu Ganapathi, Mr. V. 8. Muthiah
M.A., LT, AMLS. (Mich), Si
T. Dhanakoti, M.A., Sri M. A.
Dorairangaswamy, M.A. M.O.L.

The Anniverary of the Literary
Association  was celebrated on

30-3-'53 when Sri N. D. Sundara-

vadivelu, M.A., L.T., Deputy Direc-

tor of Public Tustraction, vresided
and Mrs. Kanthamma, Sundaravadi-
velu M. sc, BT, distributed the

prizes. Srimathi Kanthimathi M.A,,
B. T, delivered the Valedictory
Address on “ Students * Life ” in the
schools of England. ’

Scouting : —During  1952-'53 the
First George Town Troop had 26
members on it rol]l. Sri A. Kanda-
swami Mudaliar, B.A., B.T., officia-
ted as the Scout Master. The
members of the troop rendered
service at several .of the Public
functions. Week-end meetings were
conducted. Several Scouts qualified
themselves for the Tender foot and
IT Class badges. Scouts underwent
the Troop leader and patrol leaders
training course, the Scout held their
Annual Camp at Nagari and all the
members of the troop attended the
camp. The camp was a great
suceess.

Sri K. Venkataswami Naidu Rol-
ling Cup has been awarded by the
North Madras Bharat Scouts and
Guides to our schooi Scouts troop in
appreciation of the best social service
rendered on various occasions in the
city during 1953-54. The annual
camp was conducted at Tambaram
on the 13th and 14th of March 1954
when the veteran scouters of Corley
High School, Tambaram conducted
the scout classes in the mornjingsg
and the competitions in the evenings.
Our thanks are due to the Head-
master and scouters, Corley High

School, and the warden, St. Tho-
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mas House, Christian College Hostel
for having contributed to the $uccess
of the scout camp.

Athletic Association :—During the
year 1952-'53 the school participated
in all the games and sports organised
by the M.S.A.A. aund our Senior
Foot-ballers annexed the z.ne cham-
pionship. In the Inter-zone finals,
which could not be decided, our boys
were on a level with the Model High
School, Saidapet. Our athletes won
a few laurels at the M.S.A.A. Inter-
zone Sports. E. V., Rajabadar,
L. Shanmugam and P. G. Venkatesa-
perumal represented the M.S.A.A.
Foot-ball X1 at the Inter District
tournaments and contributed their
mite to the success of the team.
The atheletic activities of the school
for the year came to a close with the
School conducting its Annual Sports
on 5-3-'53 when Sri M. Radhakrishna
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Pillai, B.A., B.L., presided and distri-
buted the trophies and certificates.

The year 1953-"54 opened with our
Junior Foot-ball X1 scoring a victory
by a convincing margin in the first
match Our Seniors who secured
the zone championship narrowly
missed the city championship. The
juniors annexed not only the Zone
championship but also the city
championship. Of our athletes spe-
gial mention should be made of
E.V.Rajabadar who has often carried
away the School championship. This
year he has not only won the Super
Senior Championship at the School
Sports but also the M.S.A.A. Zone
and Inter-zone championships. The
school conducted its annual sports
on 19-12-'53 when Sri B. Parames-
waran, B.A., Mayor of Madras, presi-
ded and distributed the trophies and
certificates.

————— )Y e



An Excursion

P. G. Kulasekaram
1, GINGEE

About ninety puypils of the Pachai-
yappa's College-School went on an
excursion tour on HFriday, the 12th
February 1954 under the leadership
of five teachers. The first place of
visit was Gingee, once the strongest
fortress in South India but now in
ruins and of immense historical in-
ferest. It is a three-peaked citadel
fortified on all sides with line above
line of stone walls with embrasures
for guns and loop-holes for musketry.
The triangular space in the middle is
the lower fort to which aceess can be
had either by the Arcot or Vellore
Gate in the north or by the Pondi.
cherry Gate in the east.

On the morning of 13th Feb. the
party climbed up the northern cita-
del, Krishnagiri fortified in about
1240 A. D. by Krishna Kon and
named after him. Two stone-buijlt
granaries, a mantapam, an empty
temple of Ranganatha and an Aundi-
ence Chamber made the -citadel
a place of interest. The Audience
Chamber was built in the Muham-
madan style, its domed roof being
supported by arches. Under the

dome is a square platform with a
pillar at each corner. The chamber
whiech is open to winds from all direc-
tions, commands glorious views al
round. Through a narrow passage
access may be had to a hollow, hold-
ing water very delicious to drink.
After two hours spent on the hill,
the party returned to the camp and
enjoyed with considerable relish a
substantial meal followed by rest.
Singavaram, a village two miles
north of Gingee, containing the
temple of Ranganatha, the tutelary
deity of Raja Desing was the next
place of visit. The shrine cut out of
a solid rock is half way up a small
hill and is a remarkable feat of
sculpture. Open space for worship~
pers and the image of Ranganatha
sleeping on a serpent with his face
furned away in displeasurse are also
cut out of the solid rock. Legend
has it that Desing Raja invoked one
day the blessing of God Ranganatha
when he went to war with Sadat
Ulla Khan. The deity refused.per-
mission, but Desing insisting on his
doing so, the deity sorrowfully
turned his head away in wrath.
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- On Sanday, the 14th Feb. 1954 the
party went to see Rajagiriewhich
being interpreted means ‘ the king of
hills,” This is the chief citadel of
the fortress and to get it, the lower
or t that lies among the three hills
has to be passed through. This iz
surrounded on all sides by a high
wall protected by bastions fitted for
gunsand a deep ditch. The ditch
still contains water which is used by
the ryots for irrigating their fields.

trance. The walls are about 5% feet
thick and the sounds made within
them echo solemnly. In the roof
are apsriaires, reached by narrow
steps and through them grain can
be flled to the very top. Adjoining
this granary, there is a gymnasiam
supposed t> have been used by Raja
Desing. At a distance there are
two great slabs of polished stones
called the Raja’s and Rani’s bathing
stones. On the north theare is a

From the entrance of the lower
fort a full and bewildering view
can be had of the ruins of nu-
merous bastions, temples,
mantapams and other buildings
which are scattered all over this
greatearea.

There are many granaries with-
in the fort, the largest of which is
in tHe middle with a spacious en-

The Granary— Kiishnagiri

long row of buildings which are
used as barracks. There is a subter-
ranean passage supposed to lead to
Tanjore. The passage is however
complstely blocked beyond a few
steps.

East of the barracks is situated
the Kalyana Mahal which is the

most curious and the most conspi-
cuous building in all the lower fort.
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It consists of a rectangular cours,
surrounded by rooms, said to have
been used by the ladies of the Raja’s
household. It is a square building
with eight storeys which is about 80
feet high and has a pyramidal roof.
On either side of it are two narrow
flights of stairs. REarthern-ware
pipes run up through the north wall
of this building as far as the sixth
storey. Tt is said that they were
constructed to bring water from the
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Hannuman under a dilapidated
mandapam. The image lies buried
in the ground upto the knees, but
the foot which is visible is eight feet
in height. In the northern ecorner
of the embankment of Chetikulam
is the masonry platform on which it
is said that Desing Raja’s body was
burnt and his yoang wife threw
herself into the funeral pyre unwil-
ling to live after the death of her
beloved husband. S

The Audience Hall—Krishnagiri

Chakrakulam which lies some 600
vards away. Westwards further off
there are the ruins of the largest
temple of Venkataramania. Tt was
from this building that the tall

monolithic  pillars surrounding
Dupleix’ statue at Pondicherry were
taken. On the banks of Chakra-
kulam there is a big image of

Crossing all these ruins the party
reached the fort of Rajagiri. Tts
steps are steep and narrow, Here
and there, are long hroad foot paths.
Lines of wall about 25 feet hich
with loop-holes run along the path-
way. Their construction should
undoubtedly have been risky and
demanded special engineering skill,
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After climbing through three gates,
the visitors abruptly find’themselves
at the edge of a chagm whith is
about 10 yards broad. At the other
end of the chasm the hill shoots up
almost perpendicularly with the ci-
tadel on the top. A wooden bridge
across the chasm connects the cita~
del with a stone gate leading to it.
The gateway leads to a level space
covered with rough hill-grass. Here
too are to be seen ruins of a temple

0o

distance from the temple of Ranga-
natha under some of the boulders,
there is an hollow knee deep in the
rock in which there is always water.

Though now in ruins, Gingee has

a remarkable history behind it. Its
origin is dark and obscure. It is

said that about 1200 A.D. Ananda
Kon, a shepherd boy got at a
treasure, built a small fortress on a
hill and called it Anandagiri after
bhimself. His successor, Krishna

The Kalyana Mahal—Lower fort
(with the Citadal of Rajagiri at the rear)

dedicated to Ranganatha, a manta-
pam, two big granaries and a
masonry flag-staff. A Jittle down
the hill, in a small mantapam, is a
big cannon. A little further off
there is the prisoner’s well, access to
whied i impossible. It has a
natural hollow into which prisoners
are said to have been thrown and
left to ‘die of starvation. - At a
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Kon built a citadel on the northern
hill and named it Krishnagiri
after his name. A few years after-
wards Gingee was brought under the
tule of the Hindu kingdom of
Vijayanagar who ruled it through
its Viceroys. Krishnappa Naik, one
of the Viceroys, fortified Anandagiri
and renamed it Rajagiri in honour
of the Vijayanagar rulers. The big -



‘gra.na,ry in the 1ower fort and the
Kalyana Mahal were built by him.

~ The Vijayanagar empire was
overthrown in 1565 at the battle of
Talikota by Bhamini Sultans and in
consequencs of it, the Hindu viceroy
at Gingee assumed independence
and refused to pay homage to the
victors. The Sultan of Bijapur de-
feated the Viceroy, conquered Gingee
and renamed it Badshabad and
appointed his own chief. In 1677

Sivaji, the famous Maratha chief
captured it from Ambar Khan, the
Killadar of the Bijapur king.

In 1683 the E mperor Aurangazeb
marched against the Marathas.
Rama Raja, the son of Sivaji fled to
Gingee.  Aurangazeb resolved to
capture it to crusk the Murathas
once for all. He sent a force under
his general Zulfikar Khan. Rama
Raja escaped to Vellore. Zulfikar

% 5
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Khan won uan easy v1ctory a.nd, |
appointed Sgrup Singh, a Ra.qut the
Governor o?t‘he place. A ‘

Sarup was succeeded by his son,
Tej Singh*who was well known as
Desing iW, the popular folk lore.

esing refused to acknowledge the
authority” of Sadat Ulla Khan, the
new Nawab of Arcot and to pay
him tribute. The Nawab attacked
Gingee. Desing defended it gallant-
ly. He was overpowered and slain.

The Wooden
Bridge Connecting
the main ;
Citadel—Rajagiri

The Nawab won a victory on 17th
Jan. 1713. The victor wasso struck
with the hercism of the Rani of
Desing that on his retarn to Arcot
he founded in memory of her the
town which is still known by the
name, Ranipettai (Queen’s Town).
The importance of Ginges began,
to decline since. Tt was in thd® hands
of the French for some time and

then passed on to the ha.nds of the
English.



AN EXCURSION

Tn 1803 Garrow, the collector of
South Arcotrecommended the total
distruction of the fortress, but the
suggestion was not accepted- A re-

~ port of 1860 says that it was consi-
dered deadly and feverish and had
become a shelter for thieves and a
“den for wild beasts. It is today a
den for wild beasts but thieves dread
to stay there.

2. NELLIKUPPAM

On Monday the 15th of February,
_ the party went to Nellikuppam via

F Gl G5 TAT &L

—all T

Tindivanam to ses the Sugar
Factory and confectionary mana-
ged by Messrs. Parry & Co. The
sugar and the sweets made there
are very much liked by the people
not only of this state buat of the
other parts of India and conse-
quently command a wide sale.
Sugar canes are brought in waggons
to the fgmctory by the cultivators and
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a portion of them is crushed in their
presence. The juice extracted there-
from is then measured, taken to the
laboratory and boiled down at once
into sugar. Payment is then made
for the canes according to the weight
of the sugar manufactured.

The canes after receipt are beaten
to order, cut in convenient pieces
and crushed. The refuse is taken
by means of moving machi-
nes to a separate section while the
juice squeezed is collected, and trans-

ferred from machine to machine.
Then through several stages the
juice is purified, distilled, weighed

and heated or boiled into sugar. If
the.sugar be found brown and dull
in colour, it iy again sent through
the machine for being polished. Tf
is then dried with the help of a
machine and pumped through a*tube
into a separate room where it is
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collected in gunny bags. The whole
process is gone through steadily and
without loss of time.

A portion of the chaff or the
refuse is collected and burnt to pro-
duce carbondioxide. It is then
collected, purified. liquified under
pressure, collected in cylinders and
sold to manufacturers of aerated
waters. Another portion is collect-
ed in convenient sizes; and then
pressed and bundled up with iron
bands. They are stored in heaps to
be used for fuel or for production of
carbondioxide during the season
when sugar canes are not available.
The factory is Tan on scientific lines
which to ordinary visitors seem
marvellous. Ordinary visitors are
not allowed into the confectionary
section to keep the chemical process
adopted there, a secret !

The founder of this S 1gar Factory
was Thomas Parry,son of Edward
Parry of Wales, who was born in
1768 and who came out to Madras
at the age of 20. He accepted a
post in the Accountant General’s

» Office, Madras and remained there
only for four years. Fhirty-five
vears after he founded the factory.
he became so famous for his chazr ity
that the citizens of Madras present-
ed him with- a2 gold vase for his
benevolent assistance especially to
the distressed and helpless. He died
some six months later and was

buried in Christ Church, at Cudda~
lore, Old Town.

PACHAIVAPPA’S COLLEGE-SCHOOL MAGAZINE

3. VADLUR

Vadalur was the next place on the
tour’s programme. It is not a place
of scientific interest nor is it one of
historical interest. Though unlike
Nellikuppam and Gingee, it is not
less interesting than both those pla-
ces. It is associated with the name
of renowned saint of South India,
Ramalinga Swamigal whose verses,
highly religious and charmingly
simple, are recited with zestin every
South Indian household by the old
and the young, wasa native of Maru-
dur in Chidambaram Taluk. Even
as a child he was of a highly reli-
gious turn of mind and displayed
remarkable poetical powers. Though
he preferred to be an ascetic, he
married under strong compulsion his
sister’s daughter. But he soon re-
nounced his married life and took to
asceticism. He visited the holy
temples in Madras, Tiruvottiyur
and Chidambaram and composed
heart-melting verses in honour of
Kandaswami and Nataraja. After
visiting many a holy place, he set-
tled down in Karunguii, near Par-
vathipuram.

About 80 years ago he erected the
octagon~-shaped Sabha at Vadalur,
& hamlet of Parvathipuram, as it
commanded a full view of the four
great towers of the Temple dedica-
ted to Nataraja at Chidambaram.
The domed roof under which the
Institution functioned has recently
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been renovated with all the stanzas

of the Saint’s Thiru Arutpa ins-
cribed on it. There is a mirror
and a light there, the mirror being
the symbol of mind and the
light, of divine knowledge. In
front of the light there are seven
soreens Trepresenting seven illusions
or Maya. It is believed that by
reciting sacred verses with devotion,

Ramalinga Swamigal taught that
barren death was not the lord of all
and the existence of men continued
even aften death He therefore
strongly held that burial should dis-
place cremation. In 1874 he locked
himself up in a room whick is still
in existence in Mettukuppam near
Vadalur and which he had used for
¢Samadhi’ or mystic meditation.

The Excursion Party in front of the Sabha—at Vadalur

these illusions will vanish one by
one and at last the devotee will be-
come pure and spotless like a mirror
and will be able to see God as the
beacon light of kindness and merey-
It ig remarkable that there is no idol
in the buildings. Consistently with
the religious principles of the Saint,
no musical instruments are played
and no.cocoanuts are offered.

The room is still locked up, and t0
this day it is not known what has
become of him. It is however believ-
ed that he has become one with God
and that in the fulness of time he
will reappear. His songs have
revolutionizad religious thinking
According to him, God is the light
that guides human life and through
meditation the devotee can be one
with him. :
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4. NEYVELL

The Excursion rounded off with a
visit to Neyveli. It has a scientific
interest different from Nellikup-
pam'’s. Once thinly populated, it is
now steadily growing not merely in
population but also in importance
on account of the existence there of
lignite mines. Before visiting the
mines, the party repaired fo Pap-
pannapatty, a village two miles off
the railway station. At the village
is an artesian well from which water
shoots up perennially to the height
of 15 or 16 feet from the ground. As
many as six or seven of such kind
of wells exist in its neighbour—
hood. A portion of the water is
utilised for irrigation purposes and
the remaining water is diverted to a
low ground where it forms itself into
a tank. The wells have a continuous
flow of water forced upwards by
hydrostatic pressure through a
strong iron tube sunk deeply into
the ground. There are two hard
layers beneath the ground and in
between, there is a soft layer. At
rain-fall water collects in the soft
layer. Theiron tube is sunk through
the upper hard layer till it reaches
the soft underneath it. The water
that has collected in the latter is then
pumped up the tube by hydraulic
pressure. The depth of artesian
wells varies in different places ; some
are a few feet deep while others ara
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hundreds or even thousands of feet
in depth. The name ‘ Artesian Well *
is derived from Artois, a French
province where some such wells sunk
originally. :

It was while boring the hard
ground there for water in 1937 that
the existence of lignite was discover-
ed. Just then the Second World-War
had begun and the government could
not consequently bestow any thought
onit. During the war, supply of
coal to the needs of the people ran

short on account of enormous de-
mands on it by the fighting forces.
The Madras State had to depend
largely on coal available in the north
a. g dixtance of 1000 miles and ug a,
cost more than double or even four
times the cost at the head of the pit.
This forced the government to in-
vestigate the prospect of obtaining
lignite at Neyveli. They socured the
services of Sri H. K. Ghose, a famous
Geologist and Mining Engineer. Faj-
ling to reach at the lignite throagh
two shafts, he reached at it through
the third successfully at a depth of
176 feet. Many experts of India and
of foreign countries visited the ares
and declared that the lignite mine
co2ld be worked successfully and an
area of 100 sq. miles would be avail-
able for commercial mining. The
trial pits revealed that the lignite
deposite lay bhetween two water-
bearing beds. The first was.reached
at a depth of 145 feetand the second
of 172 feet. The experts were then
confronted with the problem of how
to avoild or remove the water to
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obtain the lignite. Several experts
were brought from outside our toun-
try and consulted and as a result
thereof, it was proved beyond all
doubt that the water spring at the
first depth itself, could be diverted
easily without hindrance to the work
of lignite extraction. = On the advice
of the expert committee a pilot-
quarring of 550 square feet was
launched on Thursday, the 5th
 March 1953. .

But while the party went to see the
quarry on the 17th February 1954 it

was still in an embryo stage. The
‘excavation is being done both day
and night. Tt was originally planned

to reach the lignite bed by nine

. steps. But nmow with experience it
has been decided to reduce the area
of th qmarry from 500 to 300 sq. ft.
and to reach the bed in three steps
instead of nine. Itis a marvellous
task Involving millions of rupees.

0

It was really a wonder to see the
gigantic machines, eranes and other
implements worked only by a
handful of men. e

The trial pit lay within a few
yards of this quarry. Tt has a depth
of 176 feet and a bucket hangs over
it on a cross bar high above. An
electric button which is in the
machine room near by, is pressed
and tbe bucket goes down to the
bowels of earth where lignite lies

The Artesian Well—
Neyveli

"A person sifting in the bucket with

all equipments necessary to ensure
his safety, can go deep enough to
bring the lignite up It was this pit
that gave the engineers, scientists
and miners confidence to start
quarrying.

There is a small workshop and a
laboratory attached to this mining
concern. Through the experiments
it was found that lignite could be
used for generating power in various
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industries such as glass, nitrate,
cement and brickmaking. Moreover,
(1) It can be used for produ-~
cing gas.
(2) In liguification it gives
petrol. .
(3) By suitable treatment the

phenolic bodies can yield
plastics.

(4) Heavy oils can be p}'od.u—
ced by turning_the lignite
into carbonization.

(5) The fractional distillation
yield :
(a) Toulene, a high explosive.
{b) Saccharine.
{c) Various medicines.

{d) Napthaline, Creosote,
Carbolie acid etfe.

{e) Fertiliser.

(6} The clay dug outis useful
for refractories required

in matellurgical indus--

tries. This will provide a
market to cover the grea-
ter part of the cost of
ranning the lignite pro-
ject.
If the mining be successfully
worked, it is expected that it will
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A

The Sketch of an Arte-
glan Well, B is the soft
layer where the water
accumulates, A and C
are hard layers, and W
is the well.
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prove to be the biggest mining centre
in the whole of East- Asia.

From themining quarry, the party
returned to Madras via Viruda-
chalam on the morning of Wednes-
day, the 17th February 1954. On
alighting at the Egmore railway
station the party raised a jubilant
cry, ““ Long Live Pachaiyappa "’ and
dispersed cheerfully.

THANKFULNESS.

The organisers of the excursion
have no doubt that the pupils have
returned greatly enriched in mind
and that they will, so long as they
live remember the impression they
have received,

The excursion could not have been
a success but for Mr. Joycs Burguna
Pandia, the young and energetic
Municipal Commissioner of Tindi-
vanam ; Sri C. Subramania Naidu.
a noble though humble gentleman of

Pudukuppam : Sri M. K. Venkata-
chalam Naidu Garu of Bast
Marudar  whose kindness snd

bepevolence are well known ;- and
Sri A. Thiruvengadam, the poprlar
Hon. Magistrate of Panrati, who

loves the company of the rising
generation.



Our School Scout Troup which won Sri Venkataswami Naidu Rolling Cup' 4
for Social Service rendered during 1953-1954.

. E. V. Rajabathar, Winner of the M. S. S. A. Super Senior
: Championship Medal in Athletics




Our School Junior Foot-ball
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Manliness

Who plays the man ? He who himself resigns
Meekly to all that Providence assigns, 7
Who not disheartened lives in days of ill

As if good days are yet his life to fill,

Who cringes not to them the blind old dame
Exalts by means of honour or of shame,

Who looks not down on those the dame keeps down
With air superior or contemptuous frown,
‘Who fancies riot with pride in prosperous days
He ne’er will have an adverse time to face,
And who achieving triumphs great or smail
Still looks to Heaven to save him from a fall,

T. D. Tangaswami.
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