


BuirLeTin No. 86.

LIST OF THE iMPORTANT INSESCSINEURIOUS
TO CULTIVATED CROPS IN SOUTH-ENBEk:"

This pamphlet is prepared with the idea of supplying the educated
agriculturists, District revenue and agricultural officers, agricultural
students and all interested in South Indian Agriculture with a handy
and up-to-date reference list of the more important insects injurious to
different crops cultivated in South India, especially in the plains.* Ibt is
believed that the list, with all its inevitable defects, will not only help
sueh persons to get an idea of the chief pests of the particular crops
they may grow, but will also aid them in identifying different insects
which may now and then appear in their fields. This is not the first
list of South Indian insect pests, which has been issued ; Mr. Fletcher
issued a list in 1913. 'The present list however, besides being up-to-
date, differs from the old one in two or three important points. Firstly,
the arrangement is quite different, the insects being listed according to
the crops they attack and not under their scientific orders and families ;
secondly; many of the forms in the former list which have been found
to be of minor or no economic importance are omitted ; and, thirdly, new
forms noted since 1913 have been included. In addition, brief notes
regarding the nature of injury to the crops, vernacular names where
available, eontrol measures wherever possible and references to illustra-
tions are added in the list. It is hoped that the present list will be
acceptable to our District officers and agriculturists as an up-to-date
potket reference list of insect pests. )

It may be added that this list is issued as a companion to the
author’s previous Bulletin ¥ on the ‘‘ Entomologist’s Crop-pest Calendar
for the Madras Presidency.” It ig hoped that both these together may
formv an easy reference record of the important insect pests of South
India showing their distribution, their seasonal appearance, the nature
of the damage they do, and other important facts that conld possibly be
brought within the compass of a small popular pamphlet. - It is needless
to add that only the more important pests of the different crops are
listed, and greater attention is paid to crops of the plaing than to those
of the hills, as our knowledge of the latter is very limited. 'The informa-
tion attempted to be given under cach insect consists of ils popular name,

its- distribution as a pest, the nature of damage it does, its scientific
name, possible control measures against it ; and references to vernacular
names if any, and to illustrations of such of those insects in the list as
are recorded in Fletcher’s * Some South Indian Insects,” the only book
on- Soutl Indian insects published till now. The control measures
suggested for (ach insect are only brief hints and .suggestions that can
be added within the small space allotted ; so itis advisable to get furﬁhi@r,
detailed information from books and specialists. especially in’ cases'
where insecticides are.attempted to be used. Unimportant plants and
plants on which no important insects have been noted till now have not
been included ; nor do insects of minor importance find a plage here.

The list can by no means be said to be complete as new important
pests are frequently noted ;ibut it is believed to be up-to-date as far as
our knowledge of South Indian incects has advanced and might serve
the purpose for which the author has prepared it.

+ . . The list does not profess to include accurate information regarding the pests
‘of the South Indian Native States, N ' ‘
T Bulletin No, 80
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