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PREFACE

B HIS publication contains a selection from the musical compositions of
E” King Serfoji, the versatile scholar-prince of Tanjore (1798-1832),
intended for being employed as accompaniments for Dance. The
pieces are in Marathi, but the Ragas in which they are set and the types of
Dance for which they are intended are of the Carnatic Tradition. Rajah
Serfoji has succeeded in synthesising into a united whole, the best points in
Eastern and Western culture, especially in Education, Judicial Administra-
tion, Music, Medicine and Military Science. The synthesis in the present
instance is of the Marathi language and Carnatic Music and Dance.

The dance-items all belong to the present day Sampradiya and can
be readily employed by our dance-masters and dancers: To make it easy
for dance-masters of the Tamil country to adopt these compositions,
a transliteration and translation into Tamil has been provided.

An introduction has also been added on the Raga Lakshanas and
the lakshanas of the Dance items.

The pieces have been carefully edited with transliteration and
translation by Sri A. KRiSHNASWAMI MaHDICK Rao Saheb and Sri
G. NAGARAJA Rao, Marathi Pandit, Saraswathi Mahal. The Introduction
on Ragas and Dance Items has been contributed by Sangita Kalasikhamani,
Sri K. VASUDEVA SAsTRI, Research Pandit, Saraswathi Mahal. Our
thanks are due to these gentlemen for their valuable services.

We are grateful to the Government of Indian Union for their timely
grant that has helped us to publish this and other valuable manuscripts of
our Library.

Saraswati Mahal, ] S. GOPALAN,

18313? 18569'58 f Honorary Secretary.
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