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The Migration of Chezhuhai Vellalas -
A Study
E] D. Gopalan

District Archaeological Officer

Mela Chezhuvanur and Kizha Chezhuvanur are two villages
adjacent to one another about 35 Km South-west of Ramanathapuram in
Vaalinokkam-Sayalkudi roadway in Mudukulathur taluk Ramanathapuram
district. During later Pandya period these two places were known as
chezhuvanur, as revealed by the inscriptions found in the Siva temple of
Mela Chezhuvanur village. The folk story published in Chezhuhai
Thanjakkovai by one Mr. S. Balasubramaniam Pillai in 1920 speaks
about this village. The main sources for this article are ‘Chezhuhai
Thanjakkovai’. ‘Chezhuhar Ammanai’ and the inscriptions found in the
Siva temple of the village.

The Folk Story

The son of the concubine of Pandya king Vikrama Bahu was
Koothan. He was guarding the Chezhuhai. One day he approached the
Chezhuhai. Vellalas and revealed his intention of getting married for
which he demanded paddy with blessings. Due to famine they could not
afford to Koothan tilled a channel from Vaigai to Chezhuhai and made.
the lands fertile. As a token of gratitude, he demanded a bride from the
Vellalas. But they were reluctant to do so. For fear of facing the wrath
of Koothan. 700 Vellalas grew pyre before the Puleeswarar temple and
perished themselves. All on a sudden a snake appeared before the rest of
the 300 Vellalas and prevented them from failing in to the pyre and
thereby sacrificed itself by leaping in to the fire. The remaining 300 had
left Chezhuhai.*

* Similar reason for migration can be found in the Nagarathar wherein The

Chola king asked for bride from their community - Chilapathikaramum
Nagarattar Vazhkaiywrn - a paper by Mr. Regunathan.
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The Migration

Before leaving Chezhuhai a girl of their community as an offering
to Puleesar. The migrated Vellalas had settled in groups at different
places like Allinagaram, Kailasapuram, Thiruppudaimaruthur, Attalanallur,
Srivaikundam and Korkai which were situated on the banks of Vaigai.
Tamraparani and a few to Kothavari region in the north also.

Those who had settled on the banks of Vaigai were known as
Arumpurvazh Vellala. The Arumpur may be identified with the present
Arumpanur near Anaimalai in Madurai.

Nurkudi Vellalar

Those people who had settled at Korkai were known as Nurkudi
Vellala. They claim that they had the honour of placing crown on the
head of the king at the coronation day of the Pandya kings, traditionally.
The 5™ song of Chezhuhai Thanjakkovai refers them as Agni kula
vellalar and also the sect that had crowned the Thennavar ie., the
Pandyas. In the 7% song they were referred to as

Thalatha thennavarku ma mudi chottum
Thamizh chezhuhai Velalar

[meaning: The tamil chezhuhai Velalar are people who were crowning
untired Pandyas]

The desendents of this Vellala community are dwellint at
Mudivaithanenthal, a place in Tuticorin district, and call themselves as
mudi chootum pillaimar kudumbam They also bear the title Pattathu
Erungovei Pillai They have published the literary works Chezhuhai
Thanjakkovai, Chezhugai Ammanai and Erungoval Pillaithamizh.

Do the folk stories prevailing among the Nurkudi Vellala have
any historical background to support it? To investigate it further, the first
evidence in support of the above story comes in the form of the
inscriptions of Maravarman Kulasekhara I [1268-1314 A.D.] His meikirti
runs as:

Pazhutharu chirappir chezhuvaik kavalan orangirunthu
[Meaning: The faultless chezhuvaiyar protector was in his seat...]

Hence we come to know that the city of chezhuhai was a well
guarded city of the Pandiya kings.
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Chezhuhai and Chezhuvanur are one and the same

The chezhuhai Thanjakkovai mentions the name of the village as
Chezhuhai and the god Siva is noted as chezhuhai Puli Easer. Robert
Sewell in his ‘Antiquarian Remains in the Madras Presidency’ mentions
the remains of a ruined town and dilapidated temple of Puleeswar that
are in existence in the Mela chezhuvanur village.

At the bank of Mela chezhuvanur Kammai, there is a Siva temple
dedicated to Puleeswarar. At the arthamandapa, on the northern and
western walls and at the pillar of the southern entrance three inscriptions
are found. Among the three, one inscription belongs to the period of
Maravarman Sundara Pandian 1 {1216-1244 A.D.] engraved on his 5%
regnal year i.e., on 1221 A.D. This inscription calls this place as ‘sri
pandy mandalathu mathurothaya valanattu chezhuvanurana satru bhayangara
nallur and the god as Thirupleesvara mudaiya nayanar. The Puleesar
mentioned in the Chezhuhai Thanjakkovai and the Thirupuliswaramudaiya
Nayanar mentioned in the inscription are one and the same. As
Kodumbalur is known as Kodumbai, Thanjavur as Thanjai, Coimbatore
as Kovai, so also Chezhuvanur as Chezhuvai and Chezhuhai. Moreover,
the 71* song of Chezhuhai Thanjakkovai while referring to the migration
of the Vellalas mentions.

Chezuhaiyar chikker pathiyai vittu

Here Chikkal is-h nearby village to Chezhuvanur, This Ch:kkal is
mentioned as Chikkar in the above mentioned song. So, it further
ascertains that Chezhuhai and Chezhuvanur are one and the same.

Another inscription of Konerinmai kondan, records the purchase
of Thalikulam land by the Karanaver of Chempil nattu Aappanur and the
same was made as gifts to the Thiruppaliswarar and Thiruvanantheeswara-
mudatyar of Kidaramkondapuram {its present name is Melkidaram]

The Idaikulanadu mentioned in the inscription is the area adjoining
coastal region to the south of Vaalinokkam. to its north is Chembinadu.
The Idaikula nattu Aappanur was later on known as Ezhzur chembil nattu
Aappanur. In the later half of the 13th Cy. A.D. Ezhur Chembinadu was
a sub-division of Idaikkula nadu. Ezhur ought to be a region consisting
of seven villages.
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The Kadaram konda puram mentioned in the inscription adjacent
to Mela Chezhuvanur is at present goes by two villages namely Kizh
Kidaram and Mel kidaram. The Siva temple mentioned as Thiruvanan-
theeswaramudaiyar in the inscription is now situated in Melkidaram.
During the period of the Cholas this place was known as Kadaram
Konda Chola Puram as a mark of victory over Kadaram by the Cholas.
But during the later Pandya period its name had dropped Cholas and was
called as Kidaramkondapuram.

Korkai Kavalan

The migration of Chezhuhai Vellalas to Korkai might have
happened during the period of Maravarman Kulasekhara 1 [1278-1314
A.D.] Korkai was one of the principal town of the Pandya rulers. The
Heads of this Vellala community might have settled in Mudivaithanenthai,
a nearby village to Korkai by the Pandya kings. It might have happened
before 1268 A.D.

Late Mr. Sethuraman a renowned historian of the Pandyas mentions
that Maravarman Vikrama Pandya II [1250-1276 A.D.] bore the title
KORKAI KAVALAN meaning ‘the Protector of Korkai’. This Vikrama
Pandya II might be the Vikrama Bahu of Chezhuhai Thanjakkovai refers
to his crowning in Korkai Moothur as

Moothurin muppathu moontru nootrandin
Mudi tharitha katheru Vikraman

Conclusion

1] The Chezhuhai of Chezhuhai Thanjakkovai and the Chezhuvanur
mentioned in the later Pandya inscriptions are one and the same.

2] The Chikkarapathy referred in Thanjakkovai is Chikkal a nearby
village of Melachezhuvanur

3] The Kadaramkonda Cholapuram of the chola regine became
Kidaramkondapuram during the later Pandya period [by dropping
Chola], and now it goes by two villages viz., Melkidaram and
Kizhkidaram.

4] Arumpur may be identified with Arumpanur of Anamalai near
Madurai.
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5] The Idaikulanattu Aappanur became Ezhur Chembil nattu Aappanur
in the later half of the 13% C.A.D.

6] The Vikrama Bahu of Thanjakkovai might have been the Vikrama
Pandya II {1250-1276 A.D.] who bore the title Korkai Kavalan.

7] The Chezhuhai Vellalas after the migration to Korkai became
Nurkudi Vellalas and gained prominence to such an extent that they
did the act of crowning the Pandya kings and was called as ‘Mudi
Chootum Marabinar’

8] The Thirumalai Naicker Copper plate issued in 1645 A.D. refers to
Nurkudi Vellalas as Korkai Kaniyalar.

9] Maravarman Kulasekhara .1 [1268-1314 A.D.] might have made the
Nurkudi Vellalas to settle at Korkai region.

10} The Nurkudi Vellalas had the privilege of crowning the Pandya
rulers during the Coronation. And hence the dwelling place of the
Nurkudi Vellalas who did the act of crowning, came to be known
as Mudivaithanenthal.

11] The mugration and settlement of Nurkudi Vellalas might have
happened in the later half of the 13* C.A.D.
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