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Spreading Literacy is Urgent
Patriotic Work, says Governor
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The ninth annoal session of the All-India Adult Educa-
tion Conference held in the last week of December 1952
at Nagpur was momentous from every point of view.

The conference had in its President one who has been
Iabouring in the field of Adult Education for decades,
and who is the acknowledged leader of the Adult Educa-
tion movement in South India. His address is a complete
survey and comprehensive study and gives an idea of the
poor work done so far and of the enormous amount of
work which remains yet to be done.

His Excellency Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya. Governor
of Madhya Pradesh, addressing the conference, said that
spreading literacy is urgent patriotic work which every
educated person was bound to do. If, he declared, every
educated person felt that way and did his duty, India
could be made completely literate in about three years,
and need not take 55 long years as estimated by Sargent.
Who or what can give such a turn is the question which
the South Indian Adult Education Association has been
tackling for the past 12 years. Inits view, some mea-
sure of indirect compulsion or conscription i# necessary.
The day that men at the helm come to adopt this view:
will mark the beginning of a Revolution.
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EDITORIAL

The Third National Seminar on Adult Education, Delhi

The Third National Seminar on
Adult Education Literature was held
at Jamianagar (Delhi) between the
20th and the 26th of December 1952.
Ninety-two Delegates, of whom
forty-three were from the Delhi
State, attended. There were two
Observers.

‘The total number of papers discus-
sed were ten. These were issued by
the Directorate of the Seminar. They
were explained at the plenary ses-
sion every day and generally discus-
sed in broad outline. The Steering
Committee consisting of the Director,
the Associate Director, the Secretary,
and leaders of eight groups created
for the discussion of these papers
and divided into two sectors of four
each, discussed these papers®in the
first instance, and each paper was
sent to the groups of its proper
sector, and they discussed and put
down their opinions on paper. The
Directorate consolidated these opi-
nions in the form of findings. These
findings were presented to the ple-
nary session on the 25th December
1952 at its last meeting. During the
course of the daily plenary session,
it was found that there was need of

Language Groups forming and dis-
cussing the language side. Such
groups were also formed, and sent
their views. The Directorate took
those views also into consideration.
They formulated 104 findings in all.
The final plenary session was not
asked, and could not be asked to
discuss all the findings. So, some
findings were star-marked as having
been subjects of divided opinion and
they were discussed at the final ses-
sion. Five resolutions were also passed
at the final session.

The authorities of the Seminar
had proposed to do a number of
things, which they did not do. They
had essayed toreview the existing
literature for neo.literates in all the
languages of India. They could not,
and they did not do it. The subject
was not even touched. They had pro-
posed to discuss issues framed by the
Constituents. The Seminar was not
even informed of what were the
issues raised and who had raised
them. The Seminar was also to get
papers read. This also was not done.
The paders were duplicated and dis.
tributed. If the papers had been read
and considered probably the discus-
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sion at the Seminar would have taken
a practical turn based on experien-
ces. What was actually discussed was
however development of huge busi-
ness from all points of view in the
field of Neo-literate Literature tou-
ching down to the qualities of loaded
art paper and details of type-face.
Daring experiments and detailed
investigations have been recommen-
ded to State Governments and the
Central Government as a conseque-
nce thereof and some of the most
important problems are referred to
the linguistic areas. The Seminar did
not define a Neo-literate to itself nor
had it a clearidea of the three stages
of literature which it discussed.

Thus, the Seminar did not really
fulfil the purpose for which it was
convened. But it was useful to those
attending in one respect. They had
scope to get acquainted with very
many techniques of business organi-
sation, printing, paper, binding and
rgxodlfrn divices like the audio-visual

vok.

Resolutions two, three and four of
the Seminar indicate in an epitomi-
sed form the findings recorded.

The basic ideal that guided the
Directorate is found in a note at the
top of the findings. It runs as
follows :—

“ The function of Social Education
Leaders is to examine what is neces-
sary and desirable, and to state it,
Tt is for the publishing trade, and
the Government and the manufac-
turers associated withthe book trade
to tackle the problem of cost. Itis
wrong for educational interests to
block their own thinking even at the
very outset with considerations of
finance on the present basis and
present technology without giving
credit to technologists for the capa-

city to meet situations created by
proposals of the kinds made in this
paper.” . :

No wonder then that practical pro-
blems facing the worker did not
attract attention.

However, the following findings
of the Seminar do deserve the imme-
diate attention of Governments, and
we draw special attention to these ;

The Government should help dis-
covery of authors and encourage
them to turn their attention to the
production of literature for neo-
literates by the following methods:

Offering prizes to authors of the
books which established themselves
as the best in the field.

To give a chance to newly emer-
ging authors by inviting drafts of
books for a competition and giving
prizes to the best ones.

In both the cases the assessment
should be done by a committee of
experts with, if at all, the least pos-
sible representation of officials.

The Central Government should
take care of the national language
and the constituent States of the res-
pective regional languages.

Governments should pool their
Departmental publishing activities
in subjects like Animal Husbandry,
Fisheries, Co-operation, ete, for the
benefit of the new literates. .

The Government canco-ordinate the
work of publishing agencies, non-Gov-
ernmental Social Education bodies,
ete. in the promotion of literature
for neo-literates by stimulating and
financing periodical Seminars for
pooling experiences and setting up
standards, and to endeavour to imple-
ment the findings of value.

Government should make the
distribution of literature for neo-lite-
rates economical and expeditious by
one of the following methods:
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Entrusting the distribution to
Deputy Inspectors of Schools as it
was done a century ago when text
books were produced for the first
time and as it is done now in Madras
- State.

By buying copies in bulk and dis-
tributing them to the Centres either
for price or as gift'as it is done now
in Madras State.

The Government should give finan-
cial aid to Social Education Associa-
tions and other non-Governmental

and non-profit-making agencies eng-
aged in the production of literature
for neo-literates, for the following
purposes :

To finance research undertakings-

To provide initial capital for pro-
ducing books.

By giving aids for conducting
Seminars for pooling experiences.

By giving subsidies to periodicals
on the subject in order to dissemi-
nate new experiences and thought
among all interested’parties.

The International Conference of Social Work
By K. S. RAMASWAMI SASTRI

I had the privilege of attending the
International Conference of Social Work
held at Madras from the 12th to the 20th
"December 1952 as a *elegate of the Sounth
Indian Adualt Education Association. The
Conference was atiended by over 1,300
Delegates from all over the world and was
a great success. The specific subject for
consideration by the Conference was *“ The
Role of Social Service in Raising the
Standard of Living’’. Rajkumari Amrit
Kaur, Chairman, All India Reception
Committee of the Conference, stressed the
vital truth that the phrase ‘standard of
living’ should include not only minimum
economic standards but also those for
moral, sooial and soviritual growth’.
Dr. Jivaraj N. Mehta, Chairman, Inter-
national Conference Organising Committee,
urged that poverty and misery anywhere
are a danger to prosperity and happiness
everywhere. The world’s population is
growing every vear and hence we have to
increase food production year after year.
It under-developed areas like thosein Asia
we Lave to eradicate ignorance and poverty
and squalor and disease. _In his Inaugnral
Address, Mr. Sri Prakasa, Governor of
Madras, sounded a warning that we must
not confuse standards of living with the
manner of living and look with a highbrow
contempt on the simple habits relating to
food and drese and housing prevalent in the
East. He protested also against Social
Service becoming a form 0f recreation for

the upper classes who are free from the
cares of competitive life.

The fact is that the standards of living
vary according to varying geographical
and sccial and cultural factors. The
Western nations have gone ahead of us in
economic and scientific factors- But we
are still shead of them in cultural and
spiritual factors, Mahatma Gandhi’s Con-
structive Programme was a great attempt

- to harmonise both the factors ascording to

India’s needs in the modern age. He
insisted on social and economic justice and
on the modern methods of organised social
uplift without giving up our time-honoured
charity and loving aid.

Dut at the same time we must realise
that man can find himself only by serving
his fellow-men in & spirit of love without
any trace of condescension therein. The
Conference, besides meeting everyday in
plenary sessions, had four commissions ip
the Rajaji Hall dealing with Training for
Leadership in Social Service, the Applica-
tiou of Sociel Work Skills and Techniques
to the problem of under-developed areas
the Social Implications of Technical A‘ssis'-
tance Programmes, and Regional Co-oper-
ation in Social Service in .Southesst Asig.
There was an interesting exhibition opened
at the University Examination Hall by
Dr. Sir eA. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar
Vice-Chancellor of the University o%
Madras There was also an exhibition of
books on Social Service. In the balcony of
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“National Seminar on Preparation of
Literature of Neo-Literates

Prime Minister’s Plea for Social Education

The Third National Seminar of the E[ndian Adult Education Asscciation was
held at Jamia Millia, Okbla, from 20th to 26th December under the Directorshiv of Shri

T. Madiahh Gowda,

The Seminar was on “ the Preparation of Literature for Neo-

Literates” and was attended by eminent educationists and delegates from all over India.

The Seminar was formally inaugurated by the Prime Minister on the 20th
December in Assembly Hall of the Teachers’ Training Institute, Jamia Millia, Professor
Mujeeb, Vice-Chancellor of the Jamia Millia welcomed the Prime Minister on behalf of
the Indian Adult Education Association as well as the Jamia Mills.

Inaugurating the Seminar, the Prime
Minister said: It does not require any
argument to show the importance of Social
Education in a country like Indis. Only
yesterday we finished the discussion on
the Five year Plan. If that plan is really
going to be given effect to from today then
it is quite essential that there should be a
solid foundation of Social Education. The
Five Year Plan is not merely a plan of put-
ting up production schemes like agriculture
and industrv. It is concerned with the
production of types of human beings. In the
imnrovement of human beings, education
playvs a very important part. It is essential
that we should look after the education of
the younger generation, but it does not
mean that we ingore the o der geperation
and wait for the boys and girls to grow up.
Hence Social Education is important. [t

should be pursued in a scientific and in an

-organised way. I should like you to remem-

ber that an illiterate adult of India is not
necessarily uneducated. There are a number
of illiterate adults who know their jobs
very well. They can give large bits of
classical stories from their memory. There
are numerous cultural elements in them.
We have, therefore, to respect the average
illiterate adultin India. The problem of
Social education does not restrict itself to
mere imparting of literacy.”

Dr. Ranganathan, General Secretary,
Indian Adult Education Asgsociation, than-
ked the Prime Minister for honouring the
Seminar by his visit. Hs then gave an
idea of the work the Seminar was likely to
do in the next few days. He went onto
say : “ This particular Seminar is calcula-
ted to prepare the material for the feeding

the Rajaji Hall there was an exhibition of
the activities of various Indian Seccial
Service agencies.

he most interesting and practical work
was done, however in the open discus-
sions. These related +to Services to
Children and Youth Services for family
life. Services for the Physically Handicap-
ped, Social Aspects of the Population
Problem, Sooial Aspects of Housing,
Agricultural Co-operation as a means of
Social Progress, Principles and Plans of
Social Security, Welfare Problems in
migration,and the Integration of Economic
and Socil Planning. 1 took par} in many
of these discussions and urged that Adult
Education shouald be a top priority in the
national planning because the co-operation

of an educated people is the most vital
element in the success of Democracy. In
regard to Welfare Services in Industry I
urged that the employers of labour should
earmark a portion of the usual bhpurs of
work for imparting Adult Education and
should hersafter insist on literacy in the
case of those applying to be accepted as
industrial workers. In regard to Social
Insurance., which was sure to be costly,
jurged that atleast free medical service
should be made available to the poor and
that Maternity and Child Welfare Centres
should be opened in larger numbers and
that there should be medical inspection in
Schools.

The Conference was on the whole &
great success.
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of the mind of our people. This Seminar is
attempting to explore the ways and means
by which our languages can be revived and
oan be made the vehicle of current thought
within the reach of every citizen of our
gountry.”

Dr. Amarnath Jha, President of the
Indian Adult Education Association, stres-
sed the problem of providing literature for
the neo-literates, that the Association was
facing. He suggested that the literature
to be produced for the adults should have

- gome relation to their vocation.

Welcoming the delegates to the Seminar,
Shri Madiash Gowds, Director of the Semi-
nar, brought home to the audience the yeo-
man service the Indian Adult Education
Association was rendering by crganizing
_ national seminars and conferences thus

enlightening the people. He further went
_on tosav: ‘ The problem of Social Educa-
tion to the nation today is very vital and
most important. A great effort is required
for the reconstruction of the lives of our
people, who, after centuries of slumber and
quiescense are witnessing a new awaken-
ing by becoming a free and independent
pation. Their welfare, progress and pros-
pertity depend on their gquality as citizens
and that in turn depend upon the education
. which moulds their character and shapes
their thoughts.” ' '

Clarifying the purpose and seope of Adult
Education, Shri Gowda remarked: *‘The
Social or Adult Education does not mean
the mere teaching of the three R’s. Lile-
racy is only a means and not an end. Itis
a koy with which one can open the treasu-
res of human knowledge. Through it, we
can add to our information, establish cont-
act with our cultural heritage, increase our
efficiency and have a better understarding
of the world. It helps to raise the quality
oi life as a whole. So in the scheme of
Social Education, literacy is the first step
and a most important step too. It is a
media for suitable education.” Speaking
on the problem of producing suitable lite-
rature for neo-literates, Shri Gowda said,
that the Seminar, keeping in view the
adult interests and psychology would have
to deliberate on the principles. the appro-
ach and the method of preparing literature,
for adults.

Shri Jagdish Singh, Secretary-General of
the Seminar read out the messages that
were received from the President and the

Vice-President of India, the Director-
General of UNESCO, Health Minister of
India, Speaker of the House of the FPeople
and Governors of Bombay, West Bengal,
Madras and Vindhya Pradesh-

Chaudhury Brahm Prakash, Chief
Minister of Delhi, Shri S. R. Kidwai,
Minister for Education, Dr. Sushila Nayyar,
Midister for Health, Ur. Syed Mahmood,
former Education Minister of Biher and
Professor Humayun Kabir and several
Members of Parliament and State Legisla-
tures were among those who attended the
inaugural function.

The Seminar was addressed on the 21st
by ‘Mr. S. R. Kidwai, Education Miniater,
Delhi State. He described the work Jamia
Millia bad been doing in the field of produ:-
tion of literature for adults for the past
fifteen years, He added that the adults
must be provided with the type of literature
which they can themselves use and this
should be produced for adults in-all stages
of progress. He wurged greater use of
pietorials.

Mrs. Kulsum Sayani, Editer of Rahbar,
and s delegate from Bombay, addressed the
Seminar and narrated her experiences in
the field of Social Education.

The Seminar was addressed on the 24th
by Dr. Frank Laubach, who spoke on the
method of imparting education to the adults
through the use of specially devised charts.
He demonstrated with the heip of his
charts how his method could be used for
liquidating illiteracy from India withina
short time.

Several Committees were formed to
asgist the organisers of the Seminar. Mr,
D. R. Kalia, as the Chairman of Exkhibition
Committee, Mr. N. K. Gupta as Chairman
of Entertainment Committee and Joint
Secretary of the Seminar. Dr. Saced Ansari
as Chairman of House Committee and Mr.
Barkat Ali Firaq, as Joint Secratary of the
Seminar did remarkable job.

A special mention must be made of the
exhibition .of the adult literature from
various conntries of the world. The exhi-
bition showed adult literature produced in
different countries and by different agen-
cies and individuals for the usa of neo-
literates. The exhibits were arranged in
different asection, namely, adult literature
includiry periodicals in Indian languages,
literature coliected from foreign countries,
audio visual aids used in Social Education
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work, progress of Social Education work in
India and the activities of the Idara-Talum
O-Taraqqi, Social Education Department
of the Delhi Government, Delhi Municipal
Commiiétee and the Delhi Publie Library.

Resolutions Passed

The Seminar passed the following reso-
lutions:

1. That the Indian Adult Education
Association be regquested to communicate
the findings of the Seminar to :

(*) the Government in the country ;

(2) the State Linguistic Adult Educa-
tion Agsociationsj

{3) The National and State Linguistic
Library Associations;

{(4) The Central Library Academies for
each Linguistic Region.

(6) All India and State . Fublishers’
Associations;

(6) Universities’ and

(7} Unesco.-

2. That the Governments be requested :

{1) to provide finance to investigate
the problems marked for investigation by
proper methods of reasearch ;

{2) to provide for pilot project to bring
out (1} one Craft—Centred series of books
and (2) one Aundio-Visual bnok for private
study, by way of demonstration ; and

(3) to endeavour to set up a non-profit-
making Mized Publisher Agency tn pro-
duce books for neo-literates in view of:
(1) the urgency to make Social Education
permeate the entire body of citizens in
the quickest possible time, to make them
efficient and willing participants in the
working of the first Five Year Plan already
announced and the future plans to be based
op it; (2) the vastness of the number of neo-
literates to be served with reading mate-
riala; 3) the need for reducing cost, with-
out lowering and desirable standard.

(1) by bringing out editions with the
number of copies running into four or five
digits ;

2) by using common blocks for several
languages, whenever possible ;

(2) by using the latest off-set method
of printing to make execution efficient cost
of copy low; and

(4) the possible delays, unwillingness
to enter the field and absence of Centerpre-
neur experience if the work is left to Gov. -
ernment Departments, or Private Pub-
lishers or Adult Education Associations.

3. That the State/Linguistic Adult
Education Associations be requested to
hold Regional Seminars for a more detailed
study of the problems connected with the
elements; (1) Language, (2) Style, (3) Folk-
lore, Folk-songs etc., (4) Classics for retel.

- ling or adaptation, (b). Foreign criginals

in arts and crafts for translation.

4. That the Inter-Uuiversity Board and
the Universities be requested to arrange
for research into the problems of the pro-
duction of literature for mneo-literates,
which has been marked out for the purpose,
through their Faculties and Departments
in Education and Psychalogy-

That, taking technologiats into con-
sultatiou, the literary academies in the
different languages be reguested o take up
geript-reform in view of the fact that :

{1) the economiecal printing of the large
editions of books needed in renascent India
working for universal literacy and educa-
tion reguire the latest methods of machine
composition;

(2) Machine composition requlres the
smallest possible number of type charac-
ters;

(8) Reading too will be easier if the
number of type-charactersis made smaller;
and

(4) No adequate organised attempt
has been hitherto made to revise Indian
type characters.

Await Early Release:
“WOES QF AN ILLITERATE”
[ugquiigarr LGELTG ]
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’!'hlrd South Indian Adult Educatmn
Week Celebrations.

Following are reports of celebrationa of the Third South Ipdian Adult

Education Week, in various centres throughout Madras State-

A good many reports

appeared in the issue of the ** Adult Education Keview”’ for December 1952. On receipt
more reports will be published in the issue of the * Review ’ for February 1953 :—

Chingleput District.

Perandur:—The Week was celebrated
here according to programme under the
auspices of the loca! Board Elementary
School. Public meetings were held, and
the aim of the Week was explained. The
need for and the technique of starting
and maintaining an Adult Education Centre
were explained. Adults who were willing
to atiend a Cenire were enlisted.

Ramanathapuram District.

Vadamathurai :—The Week was celebra-
ted in all the villages of the Range, about
100 in number,in a successful and effective
manner. A procession led by Sri T. S.
-Ramachandran, B.A,, B T,, Deputy Inspector
of Schools, was taken out, speeches were
made in all the main streets and at corners,
and songs were sung. A public meeting
was held in the local Board Higher Ele-
mentary School. The local Fanchayat
Board President hoisted the National Flag,
Dialogues and variety entertainments were
held. Mr. V. Vellaichamy and Devanesan

‘ gave short talks. The President of the
meeting said that the Adult Literacy Drive
would succeed in proportion to the co-
operation extended by the people in the
villages.

Sattur i -A Taluk Committee was cons-
tituted at & meeting held on 5—~11—52 in
the A. V. High Scheol, with the Tahsildar
a8 the President and the Deputy
Inspector of Schools as the Chairman of
the (xecutive Working Committee. A
procession wag- taken out on 8—11—52,
The Tahsildar presided over the Inaugural
day funotions. Kumari V. Babu. Head.
mistress, S. H. W, E. Harvey Q@irt’s High
Sohool, hoisted the Adult Eduocation flag.
The Senior Deputy Inspector of Co-opera-
tive Societies gave a talk on. Co-eperation’
A demonstration lesson was given. On
the Moblisation Day each school was
allotted one nearby village for Adult
Education work, and teachers of the
schools visited the villages allotted to them

to do propaganda. A propaganda meeting
was held at Chmnakkamanpalll. Rev, Fr.
Ponnaid, S. J., Headmaster, Training
School, presiding. The Senior Inspector
of Co-operative Stores gave a talk on
“Co-operation’’ Two villagers spoke on the
importance of Adult Education. The
Deputy Inspector of Schools stressed the
value of adult literaoy. On 10 -11—52, a
propaganda meeting was held at Elayaram.
pannai, Sri T. Kandaswamy Mudalijar,
Advoocate, Sattur, presiding. and addressed
by Sri T. 8. Venugopala Aiyar, Headraaster
S. H. N. B. High School, the Junior Ins-
pector of Co-operative Stores, Rev. Fr. Pon.
naid, and Sri Mariappa Nadar. The Sattur
Co-operative Stores made a gifi of states,
pencils and notebooks for distribution
amopg adulf illiterates to be taught. An
JAdult Literacy Centre was opened on
i2—~11—52 st the A. V. High School, Sattur,
to be under the management of the Pan-
chayat Board

Hudukulathur :— A Taluk Committee was
formed with mﬂuentml and leading mem-
bers of the public. The Week was
inaugurated by Sri 8 Narayana Aiyangar,
Headmaster of the local Board Middle
Sehool in the premises of the local Muslim
Higher Elementary School, the Deputy
Tahsildar presiding. The Headmaster
explained what the State was doing to wipe
out adult illiteracy and the President
appealed for people’s co-operation.
procession of about one thousand children
was taken out, when songs specially
composed for the occasion were supg. At
the end sweets were distributed to the
children. The Week was celebrated in all
the main villages of the Taiuk, the Reve-
nue lnspectors playing their part.

Sivaganga: —A  local committee was
formed with Sri S. Bangarusami Raja,
Tahsildar, Sivaganga, as President. The

programmes ohalked out by the President
of the South Indian Adult Education
Association was communicated by the
Deputy Inspector of Schools to all the
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Higher Elementary Schools: The flag day
was not observed as there was no flag, and
no colleotions were made. Entertainments
and propaganda meetings were held in the
premises of the C. S. Church maidan near
the R. 2. M. College, Sivaganga. Kumari
S. Bhagyam, Inspectress of Schools, Vth
oircle Mathurai, presiding over a meeting.
explained the significance of the Week,
There was a variety entertainment Viilu-
pattne and a film show at the local High
School. Asa result of the propaganda done
during the Waeek, four more ocentres—
Manamadura, Tirupuvanam, Vellikuruchi
and Velliananda! —came forward to
start and run Adult,Literacy Centres.

Madurai District

Periakulam :—The Week was inaugu-
rated in the premises of the Edward Me-
morial Higher Elementary Schoo!, along
with an Exhibition of charts received
from the local Health Officer and the Agri-
cultural Demonstrator., On 10—11—52 a
procession was taken out of boys and girls
of several schools in Perizkulam Town and
neighbouring villages ; and a public meet-
ing held, Mr. P. E. Albert, District Mun-
siff, presiding, and addressed by Mr. Siva.:
kolundu, Tamil Pandit, and Miss Sathiya
nathan, assistant, of the local High School.
About 2,000 people attended the meeting,
and they were entertained with Kummi,
Kolattam and dialogue. Adult teaching was
demonstrated by an Adult School teacher,
in an interesting manner which impressed
the adult learner very much.

Tirunelveli District

A report from the Colleetor says that
instruetions were issued toall the Revenue
Divisional Officers, Tahsildars and Deputy
Tahsildars to strengthen the existing, and
form additional, Adult Education Commit-
tees, The District Adult Education Com.
ipittee met on 22__10—52 and udopted a
resolution requesting the Municipal Coun-
cil and Major Panchayat Boards in the
District to celebrate the Week in a fitting
manner. As many as 9 Taluk Committees,
41 Firka Committees and 588 Village com-
mittees functioned during the Week, the
Koilpatti Taluk alone accouuting for 285
Village Committees. The Week was cele-
brated in a good number of villages, in all
the Taluk Headquarters and other impor-
tant towns of the District. Processions

were taken out and public meetings held

in all the places, both officials and non-
officials, Congressmen and other leading
persons participating, Dramas were
enacted and dialogues given in some places,
stressing the importance of literacy. The
Week was celebrated in a fitting manner
in 38 villages in the Rural Welfare area of
this district.

The District Educational Officer, Titu-:
nelveli East, says, in his report, that the
Week was celebrated “in all solemnity,
serenity and sincerity,”’ and that10 Adult
Literacy Schools were started.

Tirwchendur =—One Taluk Committee,
five Firka Committees and 33 Vilage com.
mittees were formed in this Taluk. Officials
played their due part in the successfal
celebration of the Week. Public meetings
held at Tiruchendur, Paramankurichi, and
Alwartirunagari were attended by hund.
reds. Loud speakers were used at these
meetings. Music, kolattam and dialogue
enterfainments were provided,

Ambasamubram :—The Taluk Committee
was reformed on 20—10—'52 with Sri A. S,
Srinivasa Aiyangar as President, Srimati
Gomati Ammal as Vice-President, Sri
Muthokumaragswamy as  Secretary. Sri-
Visveswaran as Assistant Secretary and
Sri Rajangam Aiyar as Treasurer and wit
several members of the Taluk Congress
Committee and teachers as members. The
Week celebrations commenced with
prayers offered in temples, churches and
mosguas, and 2 public meeting with Sri E.
H. Parameswara Ajyar, Headmaster,
Thirthapathi High School, in the chair,
which wasaddressed by the Deputy Ins-
pector of Schaols, Ambasamudram, Sri
Gomati Sapkara Dikshitar, and Sri M.
Krishnan, Intensive propaganda was done
in%the Cheris of Ambasamudram and Kalla-
daikurichi by batches of weorkers, the first
bateh under the leadership of Sri Maduren-
dram, Estate Manager, Urkad, the second
bateh led by Sri E. H. Parameswara Aiyar,
M.L.C, the third batch under the leader—
ship of Janab B. Syed Abdul Gafoor, Elec-
tion Deputy, Tahsildar.

Palayamkottai: The Week was celebrated .
in the Perumal Sannathi Street Municipal
School from 8 to 12-11-52, On.;8—11—52a
procession was taken out where songs spe-
cially composed for the oocasion were sung.
The second day was celebrated as*Teaching
Day. Flags were sold and collections
made on the third day. On the fourth day

(Continued on page 70)
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Purpose and objective of &dqlf
Education defined

Sri G. Harisarvottama Rau’s address to
Ninth Annual Conference

The Ninth Session of the All-India Adult Education Conference was held at
Nagpur on 28th and 29th Decemiber 1952. Sri G. Harisarvottama Rau, M.A., Chairman
of the Executive Committee of the South Indian Adult Education Assaciation, Madras,
Honorary Adult Education Organiser, Andhra Desa, and Editor, *“ Adunlt Education
Review,” delivered the following Presidential Address i—

Chief Minister Sri Ravi Sankar Sukla
and my beloved friends all who have come
together in the cause of the illiterate and
the ignorant.

1 consider it a privilege to preside over
a conference Which has been called to draw
attention to the first eonstructive need of
the country and to work out a solution of
the problems that face us in golving that
need. A workerall my life, I have felt
that there is no greater necessity to-day
than an army of men devoted to the con-
tructive side of our existence in this coun-
try. In fact, I consider that the world has
arrived at the top of a precipice by its con-
tinued attachment to competitive life,where

" political power has counted as the supreme
aspiration for holding down the exploited,
be it economically, socially or even intei-
lectually, and is to day threatened with an
abysmal fall into a gaping chasm. Whas-
ever the groping world may be doing for
the moment, it is certain that the heart of
the world is sound and is indicating the

.path of love, co-operation and peace as the
invisible slope that will take humanity to
a safe haven- To build up a society based
on love, co-operation and peace—i.e., on
Truth and Ahimsa—every one of us should
employ ourselves in such constructive
activities as will help each other. Polities,
in the sense in which the term is under-
stood to day, does not exist for us who are
the makers of a new world of love.
Governance is the governance of every
man byshimself as part of the governance of
men by themselves for themselves. the
dream that Abrabam Lincoln dreamtofa
democracy where it would be the rule of the
people, for the people, by the people. With
this concept of eonstruciive endeavour at
the back of my mind, this privilege of pre-
sding over the Ninth All India Adult Edu-

2

cation Conference is doubly pleasurable to
me and for that reason my gratitude to the
Indian Adult Education Association and to
you all gathered here finds expression, not
in any formal way, but as the most heart-
folt emotion of my. personality. I request
you all to accept my thanks from one who
enjoys satisfaction in rendering service as
an equal of the hordes of men contributing
to the onward march of the world towards
s great emancipation.

The Present as Basis for the Future.

Adult Education is, as has been iruly
described, the education of the aduls for
life. As life expands the education of the
adult must expand. This expanding pro-
cess of educatien is all within the sphere
of the adult educationist—rather this
whole expanding process of education has
to be provided for whosoever may be in a
position to muake that provision. Extreme
individusalist as Gandhiji was, he said that
when once an Adult Educationist isin a
village no other constructive worker need
go there. He dreamt of men of too high
an order for the present world and of too
gsimple a life that does not appear to be in
gight. His was a world in which Pancha-
yat Raj nearest to direct democracy would
be the type of political existence and limi-
tation of wants would have 80 progressed
as to make machinery dispensable in a
large measure and his own theory of
trusteeship of the ‘Havas’ would have the
chance of subduing and abolishing the
capitalistic tendencies of the world, To
him the peasant with his hand on the
plough would be the ideal leader and the
world in self-sufficient small units with
neighbourly love and affection would be
the social cosmos. Though there is no
question that the world is moving intellec-
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tuzlly in the direction he indicated it is
still far off the track im actualities as is
evident from facts in our own eXxistence as
we meet here in Nagpur to discuss Rural
Adult Education with the Government of
India run probably in a more centralised
manner than during the British days and
Education begging at the doors of the
Finance Minister while Defence sfrides
right royal over the budget with the lion’s
share. Therefore, friends, as practical
men we Lave to think of the present and
shape our future through the present with
all its limitations. We have to use the
stuff that is available to us, devise ways
of improving and perfecting it as best as
we may-

Man Power

Gandhiji expected the ideal Adult Educa-
tionist to come out of’ the Congressmen
who had grown up under his discipline but
what has happened you all know. When
I thought of organising Adult Education
on behalf of the Government of Madras az
its Honorary Officer, I did not really want
to put vhe burdon of Adul$ Education on
the shoulders of the ill-equipped, ill-paid,
hard-worked Elementary School teacher,
but events have proved that he is, in main,
the available stuff in villages and you may
not dispense with him on pain of closing
down all initial effort. My* experience in
Madras appears to be the experience of
other States in India like Bombay, Assam,
Madhya Fradesh and Bibar, whohave made
every fair progress in the Adult Education
endeavour. We have struggled hard, and

are struggling still,to equip the Blementary -

School teacher for the great job of initia-
ting Adult Education. We are struggling
to make him realise that he, by himself,
will be unable to achieve the objective in
view, but that he should do his best to
associate with his work not only his co—
teacherg in the school but also every edu-
cated individual of his place and officers of
all departments on circuit and non-official
intelligentsia that may visit the place: We
are struggling to use the large force of the
student population to do their part in
Adult Eduoation. The best experiments
have been carried on with this force in the
Mysore State and Madhya Pradesh. We
are struggling to interest the villager %o
take share in building up his own unit. In
fact,in the Adult Education movement,it is

man-power that is the most urgent problem
—man power fairly trained and equipped
for the task. Progressive States in India
have tried to solve the problem of man—
power in many directions and it is well
that at an All.-India Conference like this
we compare notes and understand how far
we shall be able to utilise one another's
experiences for the total benefit of this
vast mother-country of ours.

It is true that in the ulimate analysis
we desire to utilise every educated man to
carry the torch of knowledge to the homes
of our illiterate and ignorant masses. May
I in this connection appeal to mature men
and women who have reached the age of
Vanaprasta to rise to the occasion and,
instead of retiring to ignominous existence
in Samsara, take an active part to organise
all educated men to this task of apreading
knowledge far and wide.

Great Consciousness for Better Life.

We desire to develop the Adult Education
movement into & mass movement, at any
rate the first stage of it, the purposeful
literacy part of it. We know now by ex-
perience that mere literaoy will fail of its
purpose. It is here that those States which
made an early start can give us some guid-
ance. To give but two examples, she,
Mysore State Literacy Council has trans-
formed itself into the Mysore Adult Educa-
tion Council, and the Bombay City Literacy-
Committes has become the Bombay City
Social Education Committee. From the
very start. we so arrange our. programme
now as to make it perfectly clear that we
treat the adult as a social unit competent
4o shape himself politically, economically
and socially and through that effert take
the country along the path of progress- In
fact, one of the hardest tasks before the
Adult Educationist is the arousing of the.
consciousness in the individual adult that
he has a future before him which he, by
his moral and intelligent effort. can build
up inch by inch and attain, through degrees,
to a plane of happy and healthy living. .
Our common humanity feels so hopelessly
depressed that it cannot think of doing
anything else but welter in the gquagmire of
ignorance and poverty in the name of fate
which haspre-determined the conditions of
life for every individual. To take the
ordinary adult out of this quagmire and
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make him realise that he cannot have one
morsel more of food or one yard more of
cloth without becoming literate and edu-
cated is to begin the Adult Education effort
I am glad that the very adverse conditions
of life that have developed as a consequence
of our long slavery have had their effect
and the oppressed and exploited keenly
feel that they shonld rise. To canalise
this feeling into an effort for self-education
and seli=exertion for the redemption of both.
the individual and the community is the
primary duty of the Adult Educationist.

Plan Needed.

To commence from such beginnings and
carry the adult through successive stages
of purposeful literacy, social education,
development of ecraft and professional
equipment, profitable use of the written
and printed matter and exercise of the

higher nature in the development of the _

community life of which he is a part
requires & thorough-going plan, not put
down on paper in a stereotyped manner by
the exercise of some centralised intellect,
but by a proper forecast of the future made
by actual assessment of field work as it
evolves all around us through the toil of
men and women engaged in the great task.
I am sure that you will all agree with me
that annual conferences like tkis on an
all-India basis should draw for their suste-
nance on very many gatherings all over
the country throughout the year. Itisa
happy sign of the times that we are having
regular Seminars now onissues relating to
Adult Education, and you all know we have
assembled here fresh from one such semi-
nar held in the capital of India, to disouss
Adult Literature. We have regional Semi-
nars also. The South Indian Adult Educa-
tion Association has for its main activity
conferences and Seminars. The Govern-
ment of Bihar has actually put down hold-
ing of conferences and Seminars of Social
Education as one of the new steps for the
adjustment and the reorientation of the old
scheme. ’
Symposj:un.

I wish, however, we could organise these
in a thorough manner at the pottom level
to give ouf annual national gatherings
much greater reality. l1do hope all lan-
guage areas will convene their own gathe-
rings and send representatives to all-India
conferences who will represent different

aspects of Adult Edacation. This, however,
is by the way, though this also is a part of
the plan we should keep in mind.

Tradition of Literacy in India.

The presumption that India in days gone
by developed her huge culture only through
an appeal to the ear is absolutely unfoun-
ded. Asoka should have been a fool if he
had written down his edicts on stones for
popular appeal if there was not a very
appreciable reading public. Our alphabets
themselves bear evidence to literacy acti-
vities in the country- For instance, our
traditional Telugu alphahet begins with
letters which clearly indicate that the
Saivas and the Jainas worked at literacy
to propogate their faiths amongst the
population of the country. The wide-
spread practice of writing of stories of
Ramanayana and Meahabharatha on the
ceiling floors of temples in South India is
a further indicstion that reading was ex-
peoted of the Bhaktas as a whole. Of
course, when printing was unknown and
duplication was difficult, you may not
claim that you had universal literacy. The
advent of British rule effaced indigenous
institutions out of existence and if literacy
did not spread, it was our slavery that
was the root cause. Even as such you will
find that in the nineties of the nineteenth
century, Swami Vivekananda raised his
voice in his usual energetio tenor and said:

‘“So long as the millions live in hunger
and ignorance I hold every man a traitor
whe, having been educated at their
expense, pays not the least heed to them.

Our great national sin is the neglvct of
the masses and that is the cause of our
downfall. No amount of politics would
be of any avail until the masses in India
are once more well educated, well fed and
well cared for .

When the nationalist movement started
at the beginning of this century you will
find poet Bharati deolaring that teaching
one poor illiterate to read is of much
greater merit than thousands of wells sunk
or other traditional acts of charity, and
his co-workers like the President of this
conference starting the first Adult Class in
1807. It is also equally true that the
foreign migsionary who walked into India
with the Imperial flag of England raised
aloft brought into India his own endeavour
of proselytization and literacy for his fold.
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Thus it will be seen that India has an
encouraging tradition of literacy. It has
no need to be spoon-fed by outside agencies
for the very concept, though the deve-
loping knowledge of the world Should
always be absorbed and utilised, There-
fore, let leaders of men in this country,
big and small, not repeat the myth that
knowledge in Indis has come down by
word of mouth and men do not require
literacy to be cultured, the more so in the
twentieth century of advanced scientiffc
developments that are applied for meeting
every need of life.

This tradition” of literacy did continue
in certain parts of the country, more espe-
cially in areas like Travancore, Mysore
and Baroda and Cochin. That some of
these aress show a literacy of 50 per cent
and over is a tribute to the people and the
rulers of such areas. But, it cannot be
said that the British Government encoura-
ged literacy and Adult Education. The
struggle thatGokhale put up for compulsory
edu.sation beginning right at the beginning
in 1911 has not still borne fruit, though
compulsory education has nominally been
in existence for two decades. The Educa~
tion Ministers in Madras have had to
confess that not even fifty percent of the
children of school going age are now at
schools. Adult literaoy and Education did
not make any appeal to the British admi-
nistrator. Still for purposes of religious
propaganda Mission bodies from the
Western world did do, among their fold,
very commendable literaocy work. For
instance the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Guntur, founded in 1842, has had
the one great aim of teaching all the mem-
bers of the Church to read. Other Christian
establishments all over the country have
done similar work. Developed urban areas
like Bombay necessarily cultivated a social
consciousness which gave birth to a num-
ber of institutions of various types carrying
on ameliorative services for labourers,
women, and the depressed classes in
general which have engaged themselves
in philanthropic activities including lite-
racy- The Mogaveera Vyavasthapak
Mandal, the Bombay Presidency Adulé
Education Association, the Maharatta
Bhagiri Samaj, the Nagpada neighbour-
hood house, the Naigam Social Service
Society and many others may be mention-
ed. To come very much nearer home the

Hislop College c¢ity night schaol in this
oity is an institution worth mentioning as
an example of work done by the social
impalse in our urban areas. This institu-
tion was founded in 1925. It is the one
institution, in the province, with & strength
of 500 or more adults. Itis managed by
College students without any remunera-
tion. Besides such work in the urbanised
areas, all India organisations like the
Ramakrigshna Mission, the Servants of
India Society, the Y.M.C.A., the All India
Women's Conference, Sri Niketan and dif-
ferent Social Service Leagues did have as
part of their work literacy and Adul-
Education. In fact, the liberalising move-
ments of Brahmoism, Aryasamaj and
Theosophy, the widespread social reform
acitivities that resulted in consequence of
such liberalising movements did contri-
bute to the spread of Adult Education. I
remember that, before the Vandemataram
movement shook our part of the country;
and produced strong ourrents of thought
and brought into existence the rural library
and Andhra movements, the urge for social
justice generated by “the activity of Sri

eeresalingam had resulted in starting
institutions for the education of the depres-
sed and oppressed.

Streaks of Dawn of Freedom.

Aftor all this has been said, it must still
be admitted that until the streaks of dawn
of freedom appeared on the horizon literacy
did not become a passion. When the British
Government announced the literacy vote
in 1934 patriotic souls dreamt of achieving
adult franchise by making all adults lite-
rate. Gandhiji himself advised the ruler
of the State of Aundh to concede the vote
to the literate and achieve cent per cent
literacy for the whole population of the
State in a measurable distance of time. It
was not, however, till Congress Ministries
took shape in 1937, asa result of the
Gentleman's Agreement entered into bet~
ween Gandhiji and Lord Irwin that States
took up literacy as a policy. The first
great drive was inaugurated in Biharin
1938-1989, by Dr. Syed Mabhmud, the
Education Minister of that State. It was
about that time that the South Indian Adult
Education Association was started.

United Provinces launched its scheme of
Adult Education—creation of literacy and
its maintenance—on January 15th, 1939.
In Bombay the Congress Government took
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over work from the Bombay Literacy Cam-
paign Committee which had started whirl-
wind propaganda for awakening the public
consciousness on the urgency of the pro-
blem and had started literacy classes in
different parts of the city in the previous
year and a special Bombay Adult Eduea-
tion Committee came into existence with

Mr. B. G. Kher, the then Chief Minister of '

Bombay, as President. About the same
time the South Indian Adult Education
Agsociation was formed and was very
vigorously carrying on propaganda work
starting training classes and opening lite-
racy cenires. The Madras Government
did not initiate any scheme of Adult Educa-
tion though the Prime Minister, C. Raja-
gopalachari wrote aud published his first
book for adults and two later books for
follow up study. The Jammu and XKash-
mir State had already an Adult Education
Officer. Bengal records, on the authority
of the draft report prepared by the Com-
mittee on Adult Education appointed in
1938 by the Government of Bengal, thatin
the sub-division of Serajgzanj alone there
were as many as 2,000 Adult Education
centres with over a lakh of pupile during
1937-38 and in the whole of Bengal there
were 8,000 Literacy classes with 150,000
pupils and these were all orivate enter-
prises. Necessarily the whole structure
collapsed by what followed in Bengsal later.
A remnant of 412 privately managed night
schools was left in West Bengals The
Punjab had its own big drive which suffered
badly later for the same reasons as in
Bengal. .

Scarcely had Congress Ministers started
in certain provinoces, as detailed above, on
the adventure of Adult Education, they had
to resign in the first week of November
1939 because of differences with the British
Government.

Influenced by events all over India
during the first Congress Ministries, Assam
and Mysore started work in 1940 and 1941.
All this was a reflaction of the earlier
work in favour of literacy for the adult.
Congress Governments did not come back
to power till May 1946. Between Novem-
ber 1939 and May 1946 what happened to
the Adult Eduocation Schemes launched by
the Congress Governments is not very
clear.

In States where Congress Governments
had launched on schemes of Adult Educa-
tion, the Departments of Education seem to

a8 State enterprise in many areas.

have generally sheived them. Ouly in
Bombay andMysore where there were State
blessed quasi-governmental organisations
in existence, fair progress was made.
Another noteworthy endeavour also flouri-
shed- When the Congress Ministers came
into power under the Gentleman's Agree-
ment, the Idara Talim O Taraqqi started
work in 1938, It had concentrated mainly
on the production of post literacy bookleta.
I¢ had the Vice-chancellor of the Jamia-
millia for its President. For long, in fact
till yesterday, my friend Janab Shafig-ur-
Rahaman Kidwai, the present Education
Minister of the Delhi State, was its Secre-
tary. Assisted by the' Jamia-Millia, he
well managed his enterprise and all credié
must be given to him for pioneering the
work in Delhi, the capital of India. To-
day, it stands first in the field of publica-
tion of follow up literature and modernised
approach to Adult Education through its
fleet of vans.

In States like Madras where the Con-
gress Government bad not taken responsi-
bility we had actual suppression of the
Adult Education movement. In 1941 our
work was actually impeded. The Govern-
ment of the day issued orders banping
training centres for adult teaching or
actual Adult Education classes without the
permission of the Police or the Magistracy.
We set up an agitation against the order
no doubt. I presided over the conference
at Tenali. You certainly do not expect me
to tell you that the Government changed
its mind. After the Congress Govern-
ments came into power, in the wake of our
Independence, the Adult Education move-
ment began its onward march once again
For
purposes of this address I have tried to get
as much information as I may. In August
1952 I addressed all State Governments in
India to give me assistance by furnishing
information and a large number of them
have been good enough to oblige me.
I thank them all for the great sourtesy
they have shown me. Probably due to the
defective pature of my own questionnaire
I have not been able to understand clearly
certain matters. The history of Adult
Education service in India has yet o be
written. Thatis by itself a great task,
and witiPthe very litile study I have made
I have no right to olaim that I have under-
stood the problem in all its bearings. Still
with the information I have been able to
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get I have essayed to discuss the trends in
our oountry so ‘that we may all havea
picture of the present situation for guidance
in our own work. You will please pardon
me, therefore, if I miss a point here or a
point there. I shall certrinly be the better
when [ have had the collective wisdom of
this house at the end of our labours.

In 1948-49 and 1950, work re-started ‘or
started in several States. Madras, Orissa,
Punjab, Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal, Hy.
derabad, Jammu-Kashmir, Madhya Bharat,
Pepsu, Rajastan, Sourashtra, Travancore-
Cochin, Ajmere and Delhi all these States
wore actively at work. Other States like
Bhopal, Coorg and Himachala Pradesh
started later or are still at the stage of
starting. What was hitherto wanting in
general for Adult Education, namely, State
planning, support and patronage, has now
been available for a fair initial advance.

What Politics Means

However, with the advent of political
Independence and the assumption of
Government by political leaders. notions of
education -necessarily changed and as a
part thereof notions of Adult Education
also. Madhya Pradesh indicates this in too
marked s mapner to be missed. 1 guote
from one of the guiding pamphlets issued
by the Edueation Department of the Cent-
ral Provinces and Berar.

“To train men to live usefully and effec-
tively in a good Stafe is the best of
education. ltisessentialtothe very
life of a State that the masses should
be made conscious of their responsi-

‘bilities in a State which is responsi-
ble to them. It is not invariably
necessary that education for guch
life must be preceded by training in
literaoy. Knowledge of reading and
writing is no doubt of great help in
training in democratic living ; buf it
is not nltogether unavoidable ”.

To'magnify the State in this manner and
to minimise the importance of the indivi-
dual is a wrong attitude to take, especially
in matters educational The State is com-
posed of individuals——not only of indivi-
duals who rule but individuals who are
their masters. If these masters have not
the best opportunity to educate themselves
they must necessarily fail and if they fail,
the State must fail. -

I am, however, Heartened by the way in

which West Bengal deacribes the new
beginning: ’

* Appalling mabs illiteracy prevailing
over 80 per cent of the total popula-
tion is absolutely incongruous with
the idea of demooracy which is the
avowed objective of the Indian con-
stitution. The urgent need for edu-
cation was at once realised and the
newly formed National Government
set about the task of fighting mass
illiteracy and ignorance in right

~ earnest’’.

True, the Central Government did go
about the business in the right way. They
fixed a target for five years and said that
50 per cent of the population between the
ages of 1345 ghould be made literate
within that period. They began with a
promise of big assistance to States for
Adult Education. They could not do as
much as they desired on account of unfor-
seen difficulties. Still they did help the
States to some exfent. To serve the pur-
poses of free a nation building up a democ-
tatic tradition, they directed that with
literacy must go a modicum of social cul-
ture essential to c¢ivic consciousness,
healthy existence and a proper apprecia-
tion of the value of our main stay of life—
agriculture. They felt that a four months
course in Social Bducation with stress on
literacy was enough. They were just a little
late. Individual States that started work
in 1948 like Madras had outlined their own
policies and fixed up their own syllabuses.
We, in Madras proceeded on the basis of
what we called purposeful or Life Centerad
Literacy trying to create opportunities to
the adult to go through- a course which
would fit him to read not merely papers
specially prepared for him but to read an
ordinary daily newspaper amd understand
it. We did not expect that all adults that
entered our portals would reach this
standard. We expected a large percentage
would drop off after a year. But to such
as would stay on, regular institutions
taking them further in studies for another
two yoars siould be available. We went
a step further and provided for Rural
Colleges for the furtherance of the opport-
unities of part educated adults. Personally
I hold>that when an illiterate has had
three years stay with us he can easily pro-
ceed to the Rural College. In Urban areas

-there are already higher institutions for

part educated adults. We of the South
Indian Adult Education Association have
copducted for long a Night High School,



ADULT EDUCATION REVIEW

§1

for workers successfully in Perambur,
Bombay has a number of such institutions.
In Rural areas Governments must take care
that the adult has greater and greater
opportunities to rise to his highest. With
all this ideology behind our attempt we in
Madras tried to adjust and are still trying
to adjust our programme so as to include
the Central Government’s Social Education
plan. I feel, however, that the four
months limit for Social Education centres
is a failure. I am not saying this merely
from the standpoint we have cultivated in
the South. States that have actually
plumped for Social Education have not
been able to keep to a standard of four
months. In Uttar Pradesh the course is
‘kept on for six months. In Madhya
Pradesh there are threedifferent courses—
the Summer coursge for forty-five days, the
monsoon course for five months and the
winter course for five months. Of these
the Summer course depends upon volunteer
agencies and the others depend on teachers
employed for the purpose. In Bengal, there
is a scheme of literacy ceuntres and com-
plete centres.

Ajmere has post-literacy Classes

To me it appears that for successful
Social Education of the type contemplated
by the Central Government, our adult
centres must run for one year, if we have
to avoid waste of energy and finance.
Villages must be humming with adult
activity, year in and year out, though sets
of learuers at the ecentre may differ from
year to year. Welfare States, as ours.are,
cannot escape initiating, fostering and
encouraging other types of extension
work for adults. The State of Tra-
vancore—Cochin  which  has already
a high percentage of literacy, about fifty,
has, in addition to Literacy work, under-
taken to give oraft instruction through the
Social Education centres. Spinning,Sewing,
Kitchen, Garderning., Compost Making,
Poultry, Bee-keeping, Coir-work, Mat-wea-
ving, are now being taught. Community
Ceuntredevelopments have also taken place.
Full time workers are employed and perma-
nent institutions have spruog up. The Janata
College, Amaravati, in Madhya Pradesh,
.blessed by the State Government, may also
be mentioned- I may note here that full-
time workers are employed in Madhya Pra-
desh which is the oneState in India whieh

has spent close on one erore of Rupees on
Adult Education between the years 1948 and
1952, The stupendous task of Adult Educa-
tion which we have undertaken to solve
fiag so many facets as to preclude discussion
of them all in a Presidential Address: like
this. It certainly requires trained men of
different types 40 handle it: We may not
discuss all the types of training required
but training for the first stage that is now
on must receive attention.

Training of Adult Teachers.

I am happy that the question of training
to which we in South India atfached pri-
mary importance as we started work in 1939
through non-official effort Las come to be
seriously attempted. Having tried shorter
courses whioch have their own place and
value we enunciated about the year 1944 a
scheme of training for five months for the
higher type of Adult Education workers—
three months of work at the training centre,
one month at an agricultural centre, and
another month at a cottage industrias
centre. The South Indian Adult Eduvca-
tion Association essayed to do soncentrated
work in ten villages in Andhra and ten in
Tamilnad. The experiment could not go
on for want of funds. It is gratifying to
note that today all States—more or less—
have recognised the need for efficient train-
ing of workers. The Uttar Pradesh actually
points out that want of training  of adult
teachers was a defect in the original scheme
followed over there and tries to rectify it by
a month’s course with annual refreshers
for its organisers. The Madras State Adult
Education enterprise has carried on a six
weoeks course of training for Adult Teachers
right from the beginning in 1948, in addi-
tion to further steps taken to widen the
field of training. To-day the outgoing stu-
dents of all normal training schools are
given this training for six weeks. A three
months training course for Social hduca-
tion workers in Delhi concluded ite sessions
on the 13th November, 1952. The Travan-
core-Cochin State Adult Education. Board
has a gix months course and the Mysore

tate Adult Education Council has,in addi-
tion to shorter courses, instituted a five
months course at its Vidyapeeths to equip
village worker folk for constructive work.
Our Wardha friends have proposed a two
years course for Adult Teachers to fit them
to the Sarvedya ideals. This is all evolu-
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tion in the right direction. But it would
he a fallacy if any of us should run away
with the impression that there is just one
typé of training for Adult Eduoation work-
ers and that is what we ourselves have
decided as ours;  With the diversity that
existsin the culture of human communities
no universal type of eduoation can be laid
down for all adults. Therefore. there can
be no one particular type of training for
teachers of adults universally adopted with-
out a second. While every State is bound
to initiate or encourage all types of training
for situations arising out of different in-
terests of human groupa and diferent grades
of equipment needed including the training
of the personnel required for art, oraft,
commercial and industrial evening classes.
there is a fundamental level of Adult Edu-
cation needed for which a standard of
training should be maintained. This is
not the place for me to go into very muech
of detail. But one point I desire to urge.
T4 is this. All the States in India are utilis-
ing Elementary School teachers, sometimes
called Primary School teachers, practically
as the largest force to work the initial
stages of Adult Education. Everywhere
there is a definite feeling that these
teachers have to be transformed into some-
thing much better, be it for educating tke
child or educating the adult. In the first
place they have to beappraised of the Guru-
hood in them. They should be trained to
appreciate their own position as the basic
makers of a new society of co-operative life.
Next to the outlook on life. Their eguip-
ment has to be such as to answer the needs
of an expanding adult vision of a world
co-operative community. Though their
work may be elementary it is really basic.
The Elementary School teacher today re-
quires to be trained in the outlook ; and in
addition, his equipment has to be betiered
by every means. 1 have therefore felt that
for giving training in Adult Education work
to Elementary School teachers, as a rule,
short courses will not do as a standard. The
least is a month or six weeks followed by
rofresher courses. | am glad that the
Indian States are slowly recognising this
aspect of the guestion. Apart from traine
ing for Adult Education work the general
cultural level of our Elementry School-
mnasters has to be raised.
there is an attempt in this direction made
by the Education Departments. There are
what are called centre ¢lasses. It is the

In most States

~

‘general Adult Education.

attempt in the Madras State to bring to-
gether periodically the Elementary School
teachers to centres from within a radius
of five miles. This is being done every
month on a particular Saturday. The hard-
worked local officer of the Inspectorate is
in charge of these centres. To complete
his task he sometimes visits two centres
on & single day and most of the time af the
centreis spent in explaining Departmental
instructions. General culture is attempted
to be given. But it is very meagre. If
this institution of a centre class can be
overhauled, I am certain it will serve us ad-
mirably.There areHighSchools andColleges
spinging up. Specialists in different subjects
are employed therein as teachers. If centre
slasses could be held twice in the month
and these teachers as well as other
experts locally available can be paid T. A.
and a small fee per talk, regular coaching
in general knowledge for our Elementary
School teachers may be fairly achieved.
The revolutionary change we require in
the outlook and equipment of the bulk of
our Elementary School teachers is impossi-
ble of achievement if we do not attempt
new and radical developments in the
system now adopted. We have had a
scheme of Rural Colleges adumbrated but
that touched part educated men in a few
centres. As these colleges do not hold out
a proper return in the shape of preferment
for jobs, these institutions are unable to
attract students. If we could make every
cenire class a Rural College for Elementary
School teachers, with invitation extended
to the educated people within the area
concerned to come and attend the classes,
we would have travelled along way in
I commend this
suggestion to all Departments of Education
in all States for early adoption. Some ear-
nest local inspecting officers have made
attempts to interest officers of the other
Departments to take'interest in the centre
classes but that has had no response. In
fact the Education Minisiry in Madras has
passed a G.0. calling upon officials in other
Departments to take interestin Adult Edu~
cation centreg and give the adult talks so
ag to fulfil the Social Education programme.
Except in the single instance of the South
Arcot District where an energetic and
enthusiastic Collector issued strict instruec-
tions, not much has been done. The old
exclusiveness of a Departmental life still
continues and Ministries in all States will
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do well to break it down and to utilise the
large force of officers with special know-
ledge to build up an educated nation in
close collaboration with Educational
Agencies.

The egunipment of the teacher would not
be complete if he is not contented. It is
necessary therefore. that he should be paid
a decent living wage. That has not yet
been achieved so far. Dr.Jdha has well
pus the position and I entirely agree with
him.

Teachers’ aalaries in India are inadequate
in all stages of education, but particularly
so in the Elementary Schools. In many
States, the office peon gets higher wages
than a teacher. It is all very well fo
preach the ideal of plain living and high
thinking. But too often it awmounts to
living in want and no leisure for any thing-
ing at all. Until such time as the States
can effect a general revision of teachers’
salaries there should be provision at least
for benefits such as reduced house rent,
medical care, free tuition for children,
widows’ and orphans’ insurance schemes,
and suitable retirement plans.

The second major army of workers in
the cause of Education is the senior stu-
dent population guided by their teachers.
In fact, the Bihar State,in the enunociation
of its new policy for intensive orgnisation
of work, restricts its Adult Fducation
agency to HEducational Institutions. This
it does, not only in the interests of the
illiterate and unlearnt adult, but in the
interests of the vouth of the ocountry. 1
reproduce below’the actual wording adop-
ted by that State:

* Keeping in view the effective role of
schoole and Colleges in shaping the life of
the community or the ,nation the new
scheme of Social Education makes an ins-
titutional approach to the task of educating
‘the masses and offers an opportunity to the
youngz students and their teachers to
participate in building up the social life of
the State. lt gives a purpose and ambition
to the youths of Bikar and offers a solution
to the problem created by the wide and
yaWnin’g gulf between the classes and the
. masses.’

This is a very proper attitude to take
from the point of view of the revolutionary
development that should take place in our
gocial life. Students have already respond-
ed to this call admirably in certain
States. The report of the students Social

3 g

Service camps for 1951 published by the
Mysore Adult Education Council is very
interesting reading. It is the story of
twenty-two students’ camps admirably
presented- Special mention deserves to be
made that there was such 2 camp run by
women students for women. Ajmere re-
ports that two out of thirty such camps
were organised exclusively by fady volun-
teers. We in Madras ran fourteen camps
in the last summer and our experiencs also
is that our students reapond admirabiy and
ave prepared to discharge responsibilities
of a heavy nature. The Madhya Pradesh
concentrates on the student effort in sum-
mer for its Social Education endeavour.
The students really get most of their
training in camps but they require to
be preliminarily prepered- To this end,
we in the Madras State, have given the
lecturers in colleges ten days intensive
training and they, in their turp, have
held a five days course for the students
going out into camp. As experience is
gained we shall be able te progressively
utilise this force to a very great advan-
tage. Students should be encouraged
to undertake Adult Education work all
through. Social Service Leagues in col-
leges and schools may pian out their
educational programmes. No such plan
can be complete without the fundamental
social need of the day—the eradication of
illiteracy. Every student may teach a
few illiterates, he may assist an Adult
School teacher conducting a class nearby,
he may encourage at such centre the 'each
one teach one’ methed and supervise work
carried on, on thatbasis. Thereisalready
a call from semi-literates that their edu-
cation shall be continued- Members of
Social Service Leagues in colleges may
very well distribute amongst themselves
subjects covering syllabuses for the
Government examinations like the VIII
standard or the lower middle and take turns
once a week to teach grouys of learners
in a nearby slum or cheri.

Conscription of Students

The question of conscription or students
for social service, more especially the
Adult Education service, has been long in
the air- In the Uttar Pradesh in order to
mobilise the educated youth for this kind
of work%nd to equip him better tor it, the
Ministry of Education organised a com-
prehensive scheme of copscription for



64 ADULT EDVUCATION REVIEW

socinl service. As it was not practicable
to adopt conscription straightaway only
graduates were first taken up. Affer
January 1948, no graduate who does not
possess a diploma in Social Service would
be eligible for employment under the
Government or a loal body or any insti-
tution aided by Government. He would
also not be admitted in any technical or
training institution directly under or re-
cognised by Government. 1n an age when
we have begun to concede that education
_ should be through Social Service there does
Dot appear to be anything extraordinary
in reqguiring students getting mere literary
culture to put in Social Service for a period
to qualify themselvesfor degrees or certifi-
cates. 1tis wellthatcareful consideration

is given to this issue by both Governments °

and Universities,
Methods of Teaching

Next to the Training of the Adul$
Teacher, the subject that must deserve our
attention is the Methods of Teaching.
India is a country with hoary traditionsg.
The ordinary illiterate in the street is not
an uncultured man. He has & sense of
values beyond the reach of the present
mechanised man. Another factor that is
not grasped is that bis languages are rich
in expression. While it ig true for a long
time the classical scholar. the great sup-
porter of authority and imperialisms, has
dominated gociety, literature, and learning
atill what is mow commonly known as
folklore has existed side by side without
being recognised. This lore began fo agsert
itself as ideas of freedom moved us actively
and today, we can present the hitherto
patronising West with fine specimens of
people’s song and ‘poetry. Therefore, if is
best that no attempt is made, in the name
of general literacy all over the world, to
wean literacy from its proper association
with the fine spiritual culture of our race
or its beautiful folk and verse
and folk eayings. When an Euro-
pean lady co-worker of ours, in her
anxiety to teach Tamil through the Roman
Script, unknowingly introduced a sentence
““Nan oru pai’’, "I am a dog’’ we felt
shocked and the more emotional amongst
us almost drew the conclusion that the
lady was trying to label us 2 nation of curs.
Qur adult is fairly well advanced in culture
content, though he may not+¢ possess
scientific knowledge s0 essential for
modern living or the internasional outlook

we are anxious he should possess. He nan
actually discover ordinary factual absur-
dities and he may not relish trivialities
even as_you start him on his literacy
work- "What is fit for aboriginals and
children is not fit for grown up men of
understanding. It may be that even
amidst a general run of advanced men
there are & few with a ohild mentality.
On that account the psychology of such
should not be the criterion in our Adult
Education endeavour. Any centralised
attempt by the India Government to im~
pose methods that foreign experts manu-
facture in their work-shops is bound to be
repugnant. 1t will not be the fault of the
experts; for, they have no experience of
advanced men being illiterate. Themsel-
ves well off, they consider poorer nations
backward in all directions and are con-

vinced that but for them the backward

nations may not exist.

Educationists in different parts of India
have been giving immense thought to
make methods easy, more easy and more
easy for the adult learner and they are
prepared to receive light from whatever
gource it may comse, but they should not be
deprived of their freedom to carry on their
own peoples’ development in true relation-
ghip to the high idealism placed before
them by Gandhiji. If India has to save
the world, it must save itself from the
aberrations of the world Ishall not much
further dilate on this subject except to say
that interested men from every language
area should often meet and review from
time to time their own werk and proceed
to make improvements. I should also sug-
gest that the Central Goverument, even for
its Community Projects, should not rule
from the centre in matters of cultural and
educational character but should adopt
what the local Goverments are adopting.
That would be safe in the interests of
patural homogenity and it is the only right
way when Education is accepted as the
portfolio of the States. If new experi-
ments have to be made, they should be
made on a limited scale and should be
thought of for adoption only when the
value of the experiment has been ascer-
tained. It should always be remembered
that method alone is not sufficient to
obtain success. The personality of the
teacher is more important. Attendance
is probably a much more important factor
In our rural areas, as per my enqguiries,
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there are only two periods in the year
when continuous atteadance for near three
months is possible for our toilers—(1)
‘Summer and (2) another period of less than
three months according to the nature of
cultivation in the locality. The experi-
-ence of Ajmere corroborates my view.
These periods have to be intensively uiilis-
ed. Also the equipment at the Adult Centre
for making it socially agreeable is essen-
tial. The hard-worked adult must have
sufficient recreation. The Literacy lesson
has to be preceded and followed by song,
play, story, news and sports and games.
The remarkable incident of the Chaprasi
Club in Allahabad contained ** In one year
of Educational Effort "’ by the Department
-of Education, U. P. (1947) is proof that
nothing matters more than this type of
equipment including a radia’’. Therefore
the Adult Club in urban areas or the Adult
Mandir in the rural areas, meaning, in
essence, a Community Centre, is the type
that has to be worked up. Our experience
in Madras is that our progress could have
been very much speeded up if we could
rrovide social and recreational amenities
at the centres. This no Government can
provide by itself. Worked out into budget-
ary figures this would look too tremen-
dous a task for Governments to take up.
Recently 1 worked up roughly fizures for a
group of fifteen villages at three levels—
fifteen villages level five village level and
individual village level. I provided fora
radio set in every village, an adult centre

and its teacher, a petromax light, one

harmonium and a foew sets of cymbals for
bhajan, and material for village games.
At the five village level I provided for the
staff and material necessary to distribute
books and other literature to villages, sim-
ple curtains for dramatic performances
and shadow plays including the necessary
musical aids, magic lantern and slides. At
the fifteen village level I provided for a
three man group of ballad singers, a
Puranik and his assistant, a film projector
and films, a central library and storage of
propaganda material. The annual budget
came roughly to Rs. 24,000 recurring and
Rs. 17,000 non-recurring. I also suggest-
ed at the fifteen village level a standing
museum of village arts and crafts. This [
did in view of the Community Project
scheme. I have not yet officially known
what they think of it, but it is reported
that they feel it is too costly. Put ina

budgetary form for a single Department
this may look too heavy. But if the pro-
paganda resources of all the Departments
can be pooled, I am sure this can be
achieved. Local and non-official interest,
if aroused, can be easily canalised into
assisting in this endeavour in a very appre-
ciable manner. It is a pity, however, that
except in Mysore, Bombay, Travencore-
Cochin, Ajmere and Hyderabad, she Educa-
tion Departments are holding tight the
reins of Adult Education. They must
necessarily be incapable of deing much in
a mass movement by its very nature and
by the comparatively small resources that
they can command. Even the Community
Project scheme appears to be drifting into
departmentalising itself and get contented
by advocating “ Writieg on the wall”’ for
the adult to learn reading by himself with-
out a teacher. The expert at the top Dr.
Laubach, whom the Government of India
have employed, has now a passion for
this writing on the wall, talking at
the same time of individual attention to
the adult by the teacher who is expected
to guide the learner to pick up: reading
by constant repetition of letter shapes in
a mechanised way inartificially arranged
words and phrases which carry no parti-
cular import to the learner and some
time look fantastic. How these two views
can be juxtapositioned 1 am unable to
understand. All  this, with capitaligt
firms encouraged to publish centrally
prepared literature, pressed on the States
through translations or adaptations, may
mean nominal investment for the Censral
Government on Adult Education, but,in my
view, it will be a huge joke practised on the
people of India in the name of Adult Edu-
cation. Adult Kduocation can no longer be
a movement for mere literacy or for one
Department of Government or for Govern-
ment by itself. The Government of India
may render some assistance and give
geperal advice. The State Governmenis
should bring into unison the other Depart-
ments with the Education Department and
at every stage the non-official should be
sssociated with the work. :

I may say a word in regard to Each One
Teach One method originally adumbrated
by Dr. Laubach. This is certainly a good
idea and it worked well in the Chengam
area in the South where Sri T.J.R. Gopal,
organising Seoretary, South Indian Adult
Education association,and Sri A.G. Vilvaroy
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of the Eduoation Department, trained 42
volunteers and worked in 25 villeges with
the full co-operetion of local committees
who formed themselves into Adult Educa-
cation Associations. We must get to the
Each Ope Teach Oune method ultimately.
This will happen when we have so worked
up the atmosphere as to induce every edu-
cated man or woman to teach at least one
other to read and write. There are signs
of this already. In the Madras area at Adult
Education Centres those who have picked
up reading and writing, are employed to
teach new entrants under the supervision
of the teachers. A lady student of wmine,
and now my Secretary in my rural endeav-
ours who had a short training of & week,
takes one or two stndents at a {ime and
goes on teaching in her spare time. There
are others like-wise. They are yet few and
far between. It is our duty by constant
activity in the villages to make this a
universal practice. Otherwise by the mere
institutional method we may not be able
to make India literate for a century to
come.

ADULT EDUCATION REVIEW

- Follow up Literature.

About the literature for the adult after he
has picked up, capacity to read and write
you will hear the recommendations made
by the Seminar at Delhi about which T
mentioned at the commencement of my
speech. You will kindly give your opinion
later. To let you have an insight into my
mental make up in this matier, I am giving
the paper I sent to the Seminar on the
question as an appendix to this speech.

Conclusion.

I know there are many other matters to
which I should have drawn attention. I
equally know, however, that I have already
taxed your patience heavily. Except for
the fact that I consider that Adult Educa-
tion is fundamentaly the firststep for equip-
ping the nation for its very existence, I
should not have given you this trouble of
sitting through a long talk. I am most
thankful to you for the forbearance you
have shown me and let me hope that we ~
shall all be able to do each our little for the
great cause nearest to our hearts,

Literature for the new literate

Sri G. H. Rau’s Plea for a Practical Outlook

The following is the full text of the appendix to Sri G. Harisarvottama Rau’s -

Presidential Address :—

All the time the Britishers were in
power in India we have been so taught
as to make us mere theorists. Relation-
ship to actualities has not been much of
concern to us. Even in regard to the
prcduction of literatare for the new
literate, I am afraid we are beginning
with a theory that nothing exists. Every
one of us has our peculiar notion as to
what we have toteachthe new literate, We
proceed to build castles in the air as per
our conceptions. This is a wrong approach
to the problem.

“We shall first consider the question of
language reading matter for the adult.
There are already in existence in all
languages, beautiful little pieces in
peotry and song which can very well be
utilised. Kural in Tamil, Veriana in
Telugu, Sarvagna in Canarese are a few
that occur to my mind. Established folk

songs there are which can be used with
great advantage. Proverbs in the-
languages, specially relating to agricul-
ture and the like, are nearest to the life of
the people. These should first be exploit-
ed. We in the Madras State, and I am sure
this is being done in other areas also, sing
songs and verse as an entertainment in
the first instance and after the first book
is over and a little reading and writing is
picked up these songs and verse already
picked up by memory are used as follow-
up matter for readivg and writing. We
use the wall-newspaper also as follow up
work. We also get our adult teachers to
write a few sentences in bold type depict-

-ing alocai scene, narrating a local story or.

incident on a large writing area and
require him to display the same so that
the new, literate may read. All this is
certainly very good follow.up literature.
Only being loeal and inexpensive it does
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not strike the imagination of people in
any huge demonstrative manner. For
actual use this requires a little editing
and a little more systematisation.

In regard to the general cultural follow
up literature for the new adult, we must
remember what aims we have kept before
ourselves in our Adult Education pro-
gramme. To-day, in all India, the ideal pre-
sented to theAdult Educatlomstls the ideal
of Social Education. To one, a dreamer of
dreams that India shall get possessed of
all the scientific lore the world has deve.
loped, the Social Education programme,
as the first step in follow up work seems
enough. Let usremind ourselves of the
details of social Education placed before
us by the Government in India. There are
slight differences between State andState
in this matter. But, broadly Social Edu-
cation is made to consist of: (1) Language,
(2) Simple oral Arithmetic, (3) Health
and Hygiene, (4) Agrxculture {6) Civics,
(6) Geography. This list is taken from
papers from Madhya Pradesh and it will
be easily seen that civics includes su bjeects
like Co-operation, Panchayats, First Aid
etc. Madras added to these Gandhiji's
constructive programme.

It will be seen that for some of these
departments of life there already exists
a volume of literature, illustrated and not
illustrated. with State Governments of
India. Health, Agriculture, Veterinary,
Co-operative and [ndustrial Departments,
all over and all the time, have produced
leaflets, booklets, and brochures of
different types as also posters with
pictures. They have also produced des-
criptive cards for purposes of museums
and exhibitions. In Madras the Agricul-
tural Department has published Arith-
metic for Agricultural Schools, In fact,
most Departments have their own propa-
ganda vans with films and film strips.
All this literature is probably not in form
suited to the new literate but ail this
literature has been produced not for the
new literate only but for the whole
illiterate mass. It is necessary, therefore,
if we want to avoid waste of energy and
finance, we get these {Departments to
serve the needs of the adult in the right
way. In the absence of such eo-ordination,
wa in the Madras State, have been advis-
ing our teachers to get together literature
from the different Departments, read it
for themselves and put it in the language

4

appropriate for the adult. I should like
to impress from this platform, on all State
Governments the huge waste that is to-
day goingon in the name of propaganda
and Departmental literature because of
the want of cu-operation between the
other Departments and the Education
Department, and the ignorance of the
Departmental writers as to the proper
language to be used to make things
intelligible to the mass of people. Re-
shffling of the whole machinery for pro-
duction and preseatation of literature for
the peopte from Governmental offices is
necessary., New literature may be pro.
duced on topics whiech are not covered
hitherto.

I am glad that, as per the Literacy
expert Dr. Laubach whom the Indian
Government have brought down from
America to advise the Community Pro.
jects Department, Agricultural, Medical
and Healith experts were brought together
at one place to put into language what
they wanted to tell the ordinary people.
They have put on paper the information
in a presentable form in Bindi or English.
The booklets so formed are being render-
ed into different languages. Though I
do concede this is much better than some.
body sitting up and writing books in his
own way without reference to the
villagers™ needs, I do not think that even
this will help. Production in bulk for
all India is what is aimed at through this
process. Books well illustrated may be
also cheap if produced in this manner.
Yes ; but there is a fallacy in the affair
for two reasons : In the first place local
conditions greatly differ from State to
State. Therefore, centralised attempt at
purveying information can be useful only
to a very limited extent. Further when
vou have already Departments in the
States doing this type of work on their
own, it is waste to add to expenditure,
Taking the subject of agriculture the
journal Padi-Pantalu in Telugu is any
day superior in its content and presenta-
tion to anything hitherto done in -the
line. Similarly the agricultural literature
produced by Sri Goteti Jogiraju in Telugu
is most appropriate for the Andhradesa.
Therefore, to me it appears that it is best
for Govérnments to undertake co-ordi-
nating what is already being done putting
together men frem all Departments and
Adult Educationists and producing their
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own literature for the masses in the
original languages. Originals by experts
and translations by non-experts is no
good as long as the translator is not him-
self well acquainted with the subject and
can put the thought of the original treely
as if it were his own creation. I am afraid
that in India, at any rate, ‘we have not
still such men in appreciable numbers.

In saying all that I have said, T do not
mean to suggest that more extensive
efforts at creating literature for the neo-
literate should wait. I have made sugges.
tions for the initial stage —the stage of
Social Education—the universal level we
are aiming at for the present in the field
of Adult Kducation. We do require much
more than the elementary literature from
the point of view of library service,
Easy books on a variety of subjects
have come into existence. AS repre-
sentative of groups of subjects I may
mention things like * Swimming?’’,

* Basket weaving ", * Climatology ”’, The
“Veena or Violin*. I am afraid, however,
that that would be too much to discuss at
a Seminar called together to discuss lite-
rature for the neo-literature. There is
already an output of general literature
for the adult published in different lan-
guages by either the Social Education
Departments of States or by other Adult
and Social Education Agencies—more
especially in Mysore, Bombay, Uttara-
pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, and
Delhi. Madras and other States have also
done some work. Almost every State
advanced in Adult Education has run its
own Adult paper, or papers. We may
profitably I ear accounts from represen—
tatives of these attempts: and elicit
sufficient information for the guidance of
all—remembering all the time that the
new |iterate should not be created into a
separate caste in the world of letters but
should be ultimately absorbed into that
world for the good of all. :

Spreading literacy is patriotic work

The Ninth AH-India Adult Education Conference was held at the Indepen-

dence Hall of the Nagpur‘Mahavidyalaya on the 28th and 29th December, 1952,

The

hall was filled to the utmost and pe_ople thronged outside. Shree G, Harisarvottama

Rau, M A., presided.

The Hon'’ble Sri Ravi Sankar Shukla,
Chief Minister of Madhaya Pradesh, on
being requested by Dr, Amarnath Jha,
opend the conference. He stressed the
need of Adult Education for a developing
democracy. He referred to the five-year
plan of the Government of India and its
educational implications and explained
the work so far carried on in Madhya
Pradesh.

Sri G Harisarvothama Rau, then deli-
vered his Presidential Addressdealing with
various aspects of Adult Education for
seventy-five minutes, the audience hearing
it in pin-drop silence. It dealt with very
many problems beginning with Gandhiji's
conception of Adult Fducation. 1t covered
the present as the basis of future develop
ments, man-power ultimately to includeall
educated men of the country. great cons-
ciousness for better life, a neaded plan.
conferences, seminars ands}ymposia, tradi-
tion of literacy, historical development of
Adult Education endeavour, training of

adult teachers, questions of attendance
equipment, training of adult teachers, cons-
cription of gtudents, methods of teaching,
and follow up literature. Mr. Rau appended
to his speech a paper on literature for the
new literate—'plea for a practical out-
look.".

In the afternoon, His Excellency Dr. Pat-
tabhi Sitaramiah, Governor of Madhya
Pradesh, addressed the delegates. He asked
every educated man whether he had the
patriotism in him to make his neighbour,
his servant, his ignorant relatioun literate ?
He said that if every educated man did his
duty in this matter, the problem of illite-
racy would be easily solved in three years,
We would not and should not require the
54 years or hundreds of crores as estimated
by Sargeant of the British days. He further
stressed the need for cultivation of correct
social habits amongst us.

Later, a symposium was held on “ the
place of non-official agencies in Adult Edn-
cation " efforts. A pumber of speakers
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took part in it and with the exception one
individual the whole opinion inclined to
giving non-official agency a predominant
place in the Adult Education endeavour.
On the 259th a four hour session was held.
A number of papers were read and resolu-
" tions were passed. Two resolutions gave
rigse to keen ocontroversy. Compulsion of
labour adults to become literates in five
years on pain of losing jobs and comnscrip-
tion of students were hotly discussed. Both
these were lost, It is noteworthy, how-
ever, that the All India Education Confe-
rence, accepted consription of sfudents
later at the Plenary Session,

. Resolutions.

The Ninth All India Adult Educationn
‘Conference which concluded its session on
29th December passed the following resolu-
tions :(— .

1. 1t is the considered view of the All
India Adult Education Conference that if

somplete literacy amoung the adult popula- -

tion of the country is to be achieved in the
shortest possible time, with a view to
placing democracy on a sound foundation,
compulsion on the employers of labour to
make their employees literate within five
years is necessary, The Conference
recommends to Government that they
should immediately introduce suitable
legislation to make it obligatory on all emp-
loyers of labour to make their respective
employees literate within a prescribed
period, not exceeding five years, at their
(employers’) cost and during the working
hours.

2. With a view to speeding up the achi-
evement of the goal of an informed and
effective citizenship” befitting democratio
India, this conference recommends to Gov-
ernments-both at the State and the Union
and Universities that the educational
course should be so amended as to prescribe
immediately a course and/or a diploma in
Social Education.

Whereas it has been the experience
of the soeial edueation workers and organi.
sations that one of the handicaps which
hampers the progress of the social educa-
tion programme is the dearth of funds, and
whereas it has been represented by a
number of responsible bodies that the phil-
anthropic rich men would contribute
liberally if such amounts are exempted for
incometax purposes, this Conference re-
commends that the Central Government do

take immediate steps to extend the
excemption of income tax to the donations
made to the instutions recognised by

. Government for the spread of adult educa-
"tion or social education.

4' This Conference wishes to emphasize
the need of maximum results on the strength
of unified efforts in the field of Social Edu-
cation and suggests the constitution of
automous and statutory boards in place of
the existing State Departments of Social
Education. These Boards should be compos-
ed of eminent educationists and workersin
the field of Adult Education and should be
assured of adequate finances by the State.
While the voluntary agencies have the
great advantage of using their resources
with greater freedom and are more easily
able to take advantage of honorary services
of individuals interested in Social Educa-
tion, they usually suffer from inadequate
and sometimes, precarious finances, which
geriously hamper their work. The govern-
mental agencies, though having the advan-
tage of assured finances, have to work under
serious limitations as their right to use the
resources at their disposal is usually hedged
in by intricate rules of procedure, which
makes it difficult for them to make the best
use of such resources. These Boards, how-
ever, would have the advantages of both
the voluntary bodies as well as governmen-
tal organizations, but would be free from
the defects of eash of them,

The Conference is of the view that these
Board should not only take up the wark
now being done by the State Departments
of Social Education but should also eco-
ordinate as well a8 give help to voluntary
agencies. In case of States, which have
more than ope lingustic area, they may
consider the desirability of setting up
seperate statutory Boards for each linguis.
tic region in the State for more efficient
and economical organization of Sacial Edu-
oation work in the State.

5. This Conference is aware of the nume-
rous activities being undertaken by the
State Governments in the fields of health,
education, economic betterment and in
other fields of social welfare, which all
contribute to Social Education of the masses.
These activities are very welcome and need
to be enlarged and developed. The Con-
ference feels, however, that such efforts
would immeasurably increase in utility to
the people and achieve much better results

. if there is greater co-operation and co-ordj-
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nation between the activities of the various
government departments. Such co-ordina-
tion can also lead to more intensive efforts
in a particular region.- This Conference
suggests that the State Governments should

take such steps as would assure this oco- -

ordination.

6. This Confersnce recommends to jhe
State Governments that more energetic

ADULT EDUCATION REVIEW

steps should be taken to equip the elemen-
tary teacher with better general knowledge
and to help him to equip himsel: sufficiertly
in the field of adult and child education.
This Conference further recommends to
the State Governments to teke steps to
provide a decent standard of living to $he
School teacher to enable him to discharge
his increasing responsibilities in the
present times.

Third South Indian Adult Education Week Celehration

(Continued from page 54)

books were collected and distributed, and a
public meeting was held. On the fifth and
last day Adult Education Centres, clubs
and libraries were visited, Teachers of all
Municipal szhools contributed their best
co operation to the suceessful celebration
of the Week-

Srivaskuntam: The Firka and Village
Committee of this Taluk celebrated the
Week “in aigrand manner” and ‘“‘a real
awakening had been created in the minds
of the illiterate poople throughout the
Taluk,” says a report sent by the Tahsildar.

Radhapuram : The Week was celebrated
in the villages of this Sub Taluk in a fitting
manner. Processions of school children
were taken out and the importance of
Adult Education was stressed. Firka and
Village Committees were formed.

Reports received

Reports of Week celebrations have been
received from tte Tahsildar, Udumalpet;

the Commissioner, Udumalpet Municipali-
ty ; the Tahsildar, Pollachi ; the Tahsildar,
Mangalore ; Depuiy Tahsildar, Bellangady
Deputy Tahsildar, Hosdrug ; the Tahsildar,
Coondapur ; and the District Educational
Officer, Bellary. Summaries of these re-
Ports will be published in the coming
1§s1ue. . -
‘ Activity in S, Kanara™’

] A Correction ,

A report entitled *“ Activity in South
Kanara District” was published in theissue
of the Adult Education Review for August
1952. It was stated thus at the beginning :
*The District Educational Officer, South
Kanara, writes ”. This was an error, and
isregretted. Asa matter of fact, the report
was sent by the Secretary of the South
Kanara District Adult Education Com-
mittee. The D.E. had nothing to do with
the report.

——

Request to Subscribers.

Member and other subscribers of the Adult Education Review, whose sub-
scriptions have run out, are requested to be good enough to send their subscriptions

for the ensuing year.

surt T. J. R. GOPAL,

Organising Secrelary,
S. I-, A- E- A. & PubliShel', Adult duycst ;‘“ o
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