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S|sETETHHe epGabS)

Con.p.aH5erLi

(6T EIem Iy

L CaurbisLd Gsargufl yuilmLiu L Aeolugdmusg sl
supriu@ln Bleowrss Ggrosmiiul uruirsso usToumenT GmBlSgieTeTy.
SOLFFRGS STuSHNID @maiby sUlPsSSH6T TameaseTs ailamhide.
@iHan LgSHamws Gnibag sSmeaifast, Couaflissr, CaubgTasT erarGumy
LA ufissey. eeflain, @HEUGmD Holugdun Gismers &nibs
QumfiGuw; Gswepd epGansisaflsr Guammammeamuuile &TssUGUND
UMTalH\smenT,

SUOINGSY epsu] STSHESLD

QumAGuy Gsass usflosme @nECs  (31.14—15)
STEUTAU(TELD LOmELPGUSTTT LIML60 UslL(BhSSHAme. @Uum i uESLer @leurf
umgl! LOHGOTH LIM_6b,

ustflu@ Gamemen GoukisL & ibuy

QumAGuwy Ceerssi oy uflsmi (211. 7-8)
6TETM! AUHLD UGSHemwin Blenemss Crmsdlsr Guln s miGuDm 2_eTsno
UsusuTT G Lo. Slemywiedr, sy Gesmamstr Lisias] (P& Semsvaufaer CourisL L
ugdmu & ufisSmililaun epCorbsiflsr Gemmeniog@ oyaufaer
L Buhauymeur.

&l.(1p. 294t HIHOTETETRE Carkislll LGHSE ULLUTED 2 6TaT SHeolhis

B igemenr & Uflbg Lomnerers &myGamsver SOPEM G epCouksflesr
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s Leulfemend (Confedaracy) swig anTHGSLUT SOGIL I
sLpuGss0 QrGH HHS5565S!
epCauisamnT Hrau@sHs s miymn CsrosmifusSan ojgsem

2 mmilgd smerliLbSmgI. Q@revsmLLwi,

Cumieng CondGu gy GiTer aeHe-LD

IELGE Sremenul wamaks wad (s, Qurgst. 63)
e epCaIbgis@n LTl L&smaTs sgufil S5& Gare,
uresmgistt, Gempstt erstry euflonauiionars GMiSgistammy. GlaiefiueSle,

QTS epalf SerLmplsy asmyinflsor

ErHGU Gshemen |&HSS6uT (@zmed. GLmmerT. 384)
eI LGHEHG 20T UDIHES @TDLyT6worT,

suerefiu  LseoipenL il GFedr, LITeDTIR LI,

Gemypsir cTetTaid epeurl SUPEM L SSHS0IT
e @M geTermy. GsuflensCu upETEmDilaT e 85 urssefisr
oty (peomuflsyid sremiL@BSe06T, EgiGa AT eTerugl Gigaflur
L@, &9, 13-14 940 promTegemmsSiL uflCuys] srugdlogrsr Gar,
Gamyp, UGN 6T CTEIEIDID (PeoD TYESS). SHESSMET 2 myuiled
955), ClamamClan G amssw Goy, Co&my, LTy Ty GLTIL
LisoL L& &mous Glam_rais) Clobn’ () e se)’ eenrss GMSSIeTanT. sTeuflgyid,
usnw wrfeneer SeGurod epGaksiast uniiu Qaldlemer g TmiES
sreorGUmD. (ps6dle, CarGaursismean uphiu GHLLSST ysETEMHITN
Qumiisal Qupgster Hpsdlsnar Crre@Cauma.
Gsyr Coupsiy

Cerr Coungiamer 2 GluecsGays wyr, Blpwbluramy gy et
@6 Jiflasamss sramsGomd. ADYILSHD o SuwgsCaTe wmn e
&Ifi58l YTyl LUSSISEERD GBIt Wil ENSs YOS BTG
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SeETBTHHD WpCaibsi 3
UGGISSEHD LT IGuHeT eretrugl LEHILSSsr 2 smurdiflumn Gy
aureormellstr mreordflumordie 2 enmonEST seTeme & GenrFmbl fersmer
QLMiES (PpLmGD. 2 SEECsTTS@ISEGIIL (PSHUSSILD wWireners e el
MESTEHCaTaBLALTmNEGTIL USsMUSSIE S &asaflsameauGiusiiain
@uiuallm Gor Couksisemer upiiu aurerOmd GOIUGST SETET,
upprarm pseow gamenu smssGgTmssafly @I EAUHNESS60
GLL55568. sErarnmd 2 HuesCermel umuyd, Sjeusr
auflulleorsomrdiin @roweumoLssr GE(H\EsGaTTeums, GHBEFGaTMSE0T, LsOWImEnETTE
Qenbsel s, samsnissanafl srigpysGsyh géw Ger
Gaupsismert updlin GsldHsst srariu@Serper. (psHs er
o SlgrGarmeotl updil Giiussamer o2y CrETEE Gsumb.

o HuigGaye

Gar Coubgms dlourf eumeseubLIer, @Lowsumayetr ereirmy Curdml
Ut e, @auisin g ASGLulL RelugHeg eurerdu eumby (The sky
is the upper limif), @howGo eumby (The Himalayas is the upper limit) sterm
sysrgdlermed  @EFpiyn Cuwiest izl Gupmeri. o HugsGars
euUTGIEITLOLIGE eTeormud &L UGummmer (45.17, 359.6, 389.16). @susir
asLmGumfled usmssusmy Qeustrmeusir. 2 1flemesl Gl ausbevsustr (45.15-
18). wreweveenmy, BmGlssir ysmut o Sligs Coye)’ (65.5) ererd; GMGgIeTer
LW, LIDOTT Cgumisemer Qeusry 6T HTigsr sTmevulleneor
aflursdlse Oammm_susm esTug Umamm@d. @eustt QaTemLueTamid
Qareimrcuss. @leusney umed Oesirm uflAef o dremh o ausEiouig
GousuoTip e CUPRIGLD cueTaTemLDILSET (65, 5-7). ST iped @ (geLp ETeivemNd
@S0 aumeum] SiEMETTSGL 2-awre) UPREGDL QUTEGL® @F S ieh
grmauimer SmuSHGHEITET. Smen 2 Fudr o) ey
Cam’ L bunSsiS S Gamans LTy ipweTemmeir (168.7). @& Camoraytd
Gamomsir Cam_LibunSgIS SIghiL WTGECHTmSID (LD, 245) Q@BaITSS
Camrerensn@ v, 2 SugrCardlsr gymemsE o rhd EFCHmorsr
0 Gubivs smauams aflemiudarsmngs CousimrGib.
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Siméad MGy Qgromr Eodlme QsTar.  (psTGarme@S
Qs GnissnsT 2 SugsCered. @lust geuissT GuT@HLHIL
udlwrss Qesr®ss Gumetarpdimer 2 @TUZNEGS dweaflFaDmd
S loUHHESSTH LemelL 657 &nlpl GUTDIISEVEHTUNEDEITLLD  LOTELPSOETTITT}
Qurilsgeremmy (233. 7-10). umrsl Cumfley eifsEnses Camnaflss 2 Hhuies
Caraumsaid wnHES Gowsanmai WGyl Gurpmil ClumesGam)
U555 2 SwErGargd GoumGaupmerauy sTsoTul B.p.Cau.  (SmetTs:
wewflflenL LeusT 2 6miy, U, 223),

LSIIILSSIT (pSILIGS! 2 SUie5CETRISSILG) ST 2 smyCaltey
gpemsmsy &, gysmysmblilarsmer. @euGeungeuflstr (pSeOlS6T GhoweuyiiLisr
ClE G5 Gagoumssor; @ITwTL D &6  Lisiwmensrs  Glea)GIs gL (Blasedr.
@euafmaurs@fivme WemGu @IreerLmb USSID eLPSTMTD LSSID I, GLD.
@silmeumer (PoHoGaunssmeart upp YSETETOHMN &STamoriu@Gin
OQsilsemeTs STeuarGUITLD.

wweuybust Gm®E5CaTmS6iT
L 5
EleuGoungement, susuiLp) (prdin Gegsvmssar (127.3) sTeamid, SFmeGILIKEE

gireners  Gagavngssr (347. 3) eTeitmid Lomelpeustrm LML lpwjsiremmyy, Gey
Bl lgenenm L igwl Gusmend Seusefld @eflhgiCaraw® sl auraufls
QaLGoumsny aufiiudl Gsilig ks Qerarmens gl L SSTITEW SHLLDLISHIT
Geustry Hmiy Goums@ 2 @ (127.4). gpuiseErLsr sLnGuri LflEs)
&Gy sk wordu sLbllmear omss STsprdmand Geiig)
Q& retoreustr (347. 3-5). slyerGermenml GursuGsu @ounosmeoufed efled
@evsdlmemeniul GLIISSIS s6r gy memuilaner oL ipa Flsme Hm i
STswOTSHSleormed @LowsuribLssr eTsarm Hmlnpd Qummeussr (127.3-5; 396. 16—
18). usmaeu] U@L BasmmLw LIS Eeiflar wraflms WHNSSR0
Gumemw ersry  mflsmaramemyd QurpuTmaSmeniyd aulFs
Gaflusigemamyd gyibed ersragid GUGTsRT YETallNGS HevmlGUTEaTTEHS
Qegubdlem sramig) oo QuIiSgisTer aurorbné GeiEumEeh
(127. 3-10).
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SiEEranbd epcabsT 5

@eauer @ereusd udwTmens GlFHGSWEGSL Geusmenl umnile
SIT6uoTGLITL.
usdwraard 6&o0 e Biaisr

@ CruGamemud LomeLsETT) GSMESSITenT. WmsiTaeT SHiSlHSEE
sn@eiwhsmanyd it Qainb wparismemuyd Far LGS
WEDLW LSOT LOJTEIGEmATIYD 2 6Ll GGG sTeTayiDd 2amisi@ Sjiums
o 6item HOILEGE GLETE eremLGLD. s @eiGarbgsT gy & Lfibsmeor.
@eusr g ASGLULL 2mmigeT @Gouend thsseme; LELBLTSme,
THEmLGET STy Emassmer Cling Gaumitnilsr usr wrGdhlsr Gsmy
Hpelley @ui|GameTEnh ey wrepsvsrTy ENUASSIL  LigleTemmy
(01. 10-17). @Qeaustr GHewriuemLufer Hplifsmeord LOTHEDG  6T60TEWILD
SLDSIILL parSdetr Lom Semuwd urswry @Gniggistemmy (376. 16—18).

@uweuriousr QEGE;CHTRTSEONIT SSHET ePAITHST  (LEIT6U 6D
Semhismls Seamanfl EMippsCare gyeursr. ECEeT LENMDIILIGSID
ETeTEMD LSSt Semevsusit, Gleusmenl L @mlnSlemeoruyn GHTe G Goun.

sohismibsaraf By &Gy

@suCnEseT @ememuelaTe EHES STSHN GIFGIIL 6 eaTain
Gniflus Fenevegnid medtearsr sTeoTenitd GCouafly SemevsuemId @lesmIL 68T (LpITevor
Qemstone hS6. JjsuafGausnmun Nerer] @lalstr Qeustrn HmSHlsmeumiid
USDNILSSI LTSS6T 2 suT]Sgissrmen (32.10, 40.13~16). seoremrleME&&
GLUTe) 2 6T6m eurmal Glugigemy esegid 2amfld GQuapnCuri ufikg!
meTeenens Qameiryy jeueflmEg @atenoulled smer @ipESmHES (Lo
BErlpmerd Hooul Quomperer eerm Geldmus & ermy
Qurlgguerermy (199. 18-24).

Easrmn Carbarsmer 2 Siugstsys wnimears Csits Counsr
Erebeu] upphl  suTeTHNIS SOLGSET Slounmmps SsmGLmo. @efl,
S(gieeh Caradigmeuranpullsr wmis @miFuflsd oy 6uar_eussTTs 6T eoTsoTL]
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Qumestr wirsmerssaL Caar wnssraikes CoyailusaGlLmany. @eusmeT LTSI
Qursmmietr SOERCHT sermid euprudley. @eusmel LD Gollusemer
Crré @ Geumb.

orpESrD Gurepusar SEEGST

ureer @suCaukgeeflsir GarenL&fAmifememyd GUITHMEmEIID 6(H
um_e0lb Gurmplwieiremmyy. @euGsubger QIEFHETL LSRTSHMTe USIES LTLL
Quimeesr. ueflegid Gl eusitemed, LAANTEGH QUITEST eI
sueisTsTOTLD @\(HLILSTEL Sellhsensuflemsir (142, 1-3). @lsustr usmL & plifenenr,
Bleomwss Sremer GlasiGumy gy Glumsnpwssr &GEmGCET (142, 4-5)
sTeoTm) LTevory UMy tpeorm. @UGUTemmwsmen umed Qastrm  ufldleoflsir
gNGW S famueaid JeurssT whlpgan FEGIusSEGL eusTaflGimer (142,
4-7).

Gasrmn gsprarndled GissicunmsTer €arGeumkgfler
aurermmE Fnilsmeard semGLmd, @efl, Camflsr UL SgHemeveuy eTers
&L OGunComsm’ updiu Gillysmers SrerGuTLD,

Capflstr LML &Seneveulf

Gugptau Glssorerfl stsiremin Gamy Coubgemen sTAFSEI0 CuTL kg
CenGaugeflstr LmLsgmmuaismars GLaumi) Sissemy @@ um_ sl
S glerenmy,

BITUTST, ST, FOIBLLGT Sisd),

gl SOBADD ShisT, S,

Glurstreorswsf] eusballh LsiTpuemm, eTSTMMTA(G)

Ssroe; GG Semiumi sLE@F

L@hgIUL L Ustoreneflll uemipwsir UL GlLsrés

ST gl Crremer oy fs HewrCLjS

SHENGUTILGT, SIS S SHS

Bemeuonueury Geimmenill QLG Qesbrerf] (44. 7-14)
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Sespr@mpied epGaibsi 7
@Uum_sih &L OQUDY FeivesT, oM, |58, SmiGT, SLig, LssTmismm
arsirm oy CorCaibsallar LML SSMEaIiSaT sTeLIgID, SememmiLic
crerurew  Gareflstr (PSETEOWL LSDL SSEMEOGGHT TETLIGID LML
ST ShgieTer eNTSSIONGLD. LT STETUTST GILGLILLL
Qsirsfluflesr LsoL_SSemeeust. @iGE sl iuyId Cantnhbgstr @sireme
e Gopliuafebsmen, Camybapgaflst umLEGS SommuGubmE
CamiusnL effsmenuld Smuasmanyd CurissarsSlh sradls Gemrn)
uGGESeiisEns@ eNGHAN L LT eSTOTERTD L ST, SETUmLS
gaeveustT 2 1TESsemuuilsmer Siise CempliGLmCangstr GougetrL (kg
smamumers SoplifieSgl, CorfsGflu S(LeID 6TaTm  2eTEMTLD
emaLubismreir. @&Camy Coibdeflstr @ aumifila esramin Cuemsmyl GuTsT
QumedlaemLwateT Semevell sTeiTy 2 eusniowh UsnLSeor (44. 14—18). geor
osrflstr  Smiifemenrls LMgwig 6ir Geor QUIIHLEYD  iSemenr  @WiLjeoeuy
PmanSss GsTame S0 JUTSHD 2ILNNIGE QR GT6rDl.

L L_éor eteorumgmn GETTT LenL SSENE0GLSTT Y06, @IS 64T60TEUET
wpasssr ey GMSSLGUDpTer. @eustr ApEs elleairer. Gleusr
Couompmenes Sar® Usmaal yepseur (77. 15-19).

GG QemlCupm Y55 ETETUTEID 4L L TSSULI @HEUTT
orerugl  yrmishGNug. Camysit sflern QupsusTSgTefisr waer
QySuobSuilsir smgevsir 1 ergglm LB Le GBLILGET SiSHTEIMHkD
2 eromerr. @\FGaT @eTGaubHT Her STHolemul GG gL Memeouils
suebsvauetT. Sraiflummilesr swpr ot GG PN GYHEIHLD LS STamgiL
Qurigs QeausTarssTed JpsH&IF Gesienl GupmTsr iS5H. S ererumefisr
suflam’t_edeormed yHuEH LTS Wam@d emwlGubpTeT
(76.7-10, 222.4-12, 236.14-20, 376.4-12, 396.11-15). @ueursommm
NetruevggI_eir 2yphg Crradlsr Gl Qesraflufisr UL &gemeueisir
QAW umpuger Gurggl 2 WIESs SSWD, L NEHMO IJjPSEID
SuFSID ST QLéu SSSun Gouy GoumTeTal] 6T6iTIS) LSVGTHELD.
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uLSemaaiadt updl CusQuDDSTH TEHFW STEmeTS
gemesuiseT ubfil GMiiussmeTyn GSTLIHS S GS0 sTab.

6TEMEUTIL  LIGWL & S5m0 6T} &6iT

CamemL1 QuLmstT LievoTevof] 6TGITUNGN GASeTTeoTasiT LOWEUSTT 6T6UTLI
Cumimi1 Qubmmedr. LTetngwissllsir Ll SgHemeveussr gy & @leustr GigstraL_ sl
NnEs YsSHer wrmeulsmemin Gsmea) OaThSs hgeT Wrseuilanemiio
aflQunE (Hpwesr. Hmaip wriflardar, GUHEUIDNLSS LPETSH
WTEHETSHem6TS GMULCLMASaTTS LS @G LT, @ITesrseE Frue6T. @susr

senGousitall Ufibgeuesr (13.1-11).

w58l sramueust Gomyp FMGSGHIL STy T SLNHSEMIL
U tpeorSdleir SemevsustT. LsDGsu) LGS STy (6.20, 226.8) steT) LITSRTITD
UL O L euedt. upgeu; Gasmiomest. @eusit GamypeflsT LisnL SSmevaeTTs:
stesoremrll  GuySmmer. Csmyp Coubsafler gy meamsE LS FLbBS
LmQmT(s Semeuesir 671 lwf] eTsiTLITET WITEHETSmET SUILGHSSID GCou e 5@
Qi aQGg1n surallsusne. Hearipnm CampGaukger wSHemu srafleammsi.
w5 gjeumer QEGEGCHmLITD 2 6rer B iipsd SamOlleSH QUTILS
Ijeustr Lsvedlsmenr LSS eubgl Comprmi(h Qsustoroswfl sTetrenid oemflser
auminsgail udHsserer. Gopid SrsrGlLnm mrrsmasés@ S|FNLILITETLOTS
SaiGsTer Bisgmmuile Qeummsgreor HimefemTer ey wmeLsETMT
GMsgeremmy (211.9-15).

CommgLomiLaT STELLMmSCSHDUE CaTf SmuaaTTasd Sl
LGS meT. GLoms. sy Syeton GRS SemeVeUstT LismaLIeT LTS, @RlmeuTLl
UTEiITip W} SHenevsustr eTeorLf  B.up.Cot LM_tuseT 1056 8wl somgsifled
QuepLbusmLw6r  Ssaflausmalsir @ausmL 6T Gurmg ofipsHs GHamrs
girenem soflgs drsmeryh mslundll UsnaeTanfsT omjsmemutD
ISULESES ClaramLmsr. aQupimus sSer® Csmengumiusr
2 QUENSILDTET e Dl BE&ETT QuTBigGgisTemmy (346.18-25), @leusir Camy
Gour@eoflsir mevoTUETTS efETRISILOITEM & (blLb.
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SiSETEMHBlD epCalbsi 9
urerigll  Coaupsiy

@afl, uremnew Goubgemrt upPu G ILSSmeT gL rMUGsTLD.
Gleyflwetr, aupd] ererml Lmstongwi Uy LML usafle) @GMlsslGLmHMenTT.

ureorigws Ceupsr aLQ@urfl Eesdunsaln s HgoTss
sLLOGUDD gl Caubgrmeuf. @ymodiymeeflstr LT Ler 9|o60T 6TEOTLIT6OT
Curgeaflstr Shims QgL wamssnES Tt suber Hespsdulle Lremgw
Coubgetr LIkig GlsmesorLmedr sTeory s»mid Sreflgrar @euCGsunbgefisor 2y mmsv,
BTG euemd, @GGS@ IsSEHuF updiyn urpriel umgullmssme
@reabsd QHOTD FHSSSHM STETMND. UTaopw Goulbg (6T
BossmSmalln uremgwer Gsmarsmn HSSH6T. @66  STeSSHea
Qsmresritiug. ypprarmile umebriewi usemyl LML aUTRTHIS
GMUILSSET 2 6memeT. @G SETETHS SULOUGL ureongwi ubpd)
SLITiGG SiresorGUITLD.
ursirigwer  GBEGEHO EFLilsT

FnSSMl  UTamelimer QuEpESniut QumelsiT LITetorte wisdr
OrEG\esGlews gy euresr. &lip. (PEH0 HIDOTETESES I WMiGeTd S
Hirmbl st Gissaflo sl iuibn CrGEOsfiuain @i e@mauGsr
sTeoTLI} euTeUTOMINEsT. @leusmens Glayfwsdr eteorgId & igerry (36.13, 116,13,
175.10, 209.49). QUGS LG LTEWET sTeim QLIWHL 2 6T
(162.21, 231.11-12, 253.5, 266.12, 338.5). @luemennl LT (H6DL & SHENEVELGTTE S
QareT®  LMBIG\RLGSENT]  LGIETSHSTEHE eTeirenud QBELDUTL g meuTL]
LM ILIGITETTT. SiSH60TTeD, BV I I06] LogmyEsmeseli ey eTeoiCn SiSETETmHd
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somNGm. 70 = @\fey
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&m. 2 = 2 wieyE HAmuy

LW 6T LM _ed&Gar MUy 267 EmMmDL LT s0&6ITS {6mLILTETLD SITeudrLl
Ul (s St meot. @& upm Gognd efleursld Cgemeu.?

Slip& S Liaeir
1. The word Cirappu denotes excellence. In the Cirappu ullurai the implied sense is
inferred through making comparison with regard to the excellence of an object.

2. sLoraul UeSH s SHSSMISS Gurm. uyp. WS e et
DI6UIT S(6THE (G 6T6ur [Heur .
GISHET  [GITE0S6T
B Husimisn, & Gl Gumnfl gemodifiued, Cuouuivet sl aplns,
Agiiumd, 2002,
gemi (&id, Q& meal Gurmefinssans Cam_ur@ Gsre smitud, Ypeed
Qared (@mpsduyn GgraLwws), OCuuiwiver Sl IS,
dlgLouma, 2009,
smfiiprengw;, 2 .ol (U-T) GOEGST®MS, 390 Uiy, OFearemer.
Seustiml seormy, of, QEred&rifiug sgue o 6f EHEwOUL  Gempe A,
2 55 Sls sl Guseasl, Gsemtmer, 1985.
" (u-7) Qereéamifiu o mrasmi GQurmetHsrin s Sensmrulliued
2 &g sufipmmisd Hipeusmo, Ggetemer, 1991,
" (u-f) Qreismitu e s Qur@Gatdlerms GQurmefius
o ag gipmmisd Hnwusnd, G mer, 1994.
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Lo SHTLSL, L., 'Poetry of Indirection , Tolka:ppiyam and Sangam poets’ PILC
Journal of Dravidic Studies 14. 1. 29-48, 2004.

" ome Quasdu guia, 0F.Quridus Cuamm ks, 2 nss
giblprmmig & Bmieemns, Glgsrener, 2008,

yogisemll, & Ogredsmiflughe @iyl QuTmer, oyeiend (9)
60IL. Hlousmiens.

Kandaswamy, S.N. "The Concept of Ullurai in the poetics of Tolka:ppiyam, Journal
of Tamil Studies, 67. 33-56, 2005.
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oG aupsE Deveen. e slésernaf SO OS5 Sea6w, LTT TS msun
sfsSrsmaub swés el@mbursas, @ nredls CwrflulGeoCu,
o_eten_5855C0Cw sz sMGHTD QuidbSHmeSpg erermy BbLuaieT
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2. gEiser UNgWSNEE feo UTLOG o araremnCal, Hiemel o eauento

WCeCBwW rETE6T LIMIQIIG STEeTT?
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PLACE NAMES IN MANIMEKALAI

K.NACHIMUTHU

PART | : DISCUSSION
1. INTRODUCTION

Studies in Historical Geography have greatly contributed to the
development of our knowledge and understanding of the ancient times and
places of India. Such studies by Cunningham, B.C. Law, D.C. Sircar, S.M. Al
and others in this area are remarkable contributions. In Tamil Nadu the works
by K.S. Vaidyanathan and Y. Subbarayalu have indicated the importance and
usefulness of similar studies.

The geographical materials found in Tamil literature need to be studied
in detail. For example, it has been indicated that how the geographical
descriptions by poets could be used for fixing the /ocale of the poem or nativity
of the poet (Nachimuthu K, “Sangam Literature and Ancient Kerala - some
geographical questions”, 1985-86).

The Geographical material found in the Bhakti poems, Periyapuranam,
Cilappatikaram, Manimékalai, Perunkatai, Civakacintamani etc., offer great
scope for studies in historical geography. (eg. Periyapuranam Urppeyarkal, by
D. V. Veerasami, Thanjavur, 1986).

Manimékalai and Cilappatikaram forming a twin have the distinction of
being the earliest original epics with Tamilakam as its principal background.
They mainly tell the story of characters from the same family in its own way.
Being epic poems both of them are historical romances. The historicity found
in these two epics was a subject of elaborate discussions and we need not go
into the details of it.

It is possible that the authors of Manimékalai and Cilappatikaram tried
to project on the canvas of their poetry, features of their own times as they saw
them around themselves or those features which they imagined were the
features that actually existed, according to their own understanding of it, in the
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time of the hero and heroine. Whatever historical, geographical and social
features that we may discern in the poem and which we may find it possible to
extricate from the encumbrances of poetical idealizing, must have at least some
references to the times of the authors themselves. (S. Krishnaswamy lyengar,
Manimékalai in its historical settings, pp. 17-18). One could possibly get a
picture of facts mixed with fiction, which has to be sifted carefully.

Manimékalai, dated between 200-1200A.D. is about the renunciation of
worldly life by an young girl Manimékalai and her initiation into Buddhistic
monastic life. It's story is laid in India, Sri Lanka and Java and it is truly
international in its geographical content. it is really a marvelous literary
achievement in the bygone age which has not been recognised fully by the
world of scholarship.

The picture the epic provides about its time is refreshingly new and
unique. In those times communication from place to place seems to have been
comparatively free and easy. Pilgrimages between distant places such as the
extreme north to the extreme south seem to have been fair and frequent.
Commercial activity seems to have been great and protection to people offered
by authorities for the time being efficient. Trade was carried on over land and
overseas, regular caravans seem to have gone the one way and fleets of ships
over the sea periodically. Navigation was not altogether free from dangers due
to wind and weather as well as other circumstances such as being stranded
on the shores of islands inhabited by savages. Not withstanding the danger,
there seems to have been regular communication between lands across seas.
Invasions could be readily undertaken as far north as Himalayas.

Manimékalai’s visits to distant places across the sea as far as
Manipallavam, Nakanatu, Cavakam and her sojourn to Varici and Karici, and
the numerous episodes of other characters like Aputtiran, Catuvan, Kayacantikai
offered ample scope for indulging in descriptions of distant lands and their
geography. Moreover being a religious epic, Manimekalai also gives details of
Buddhist Cosmology and Cosmography, which has bearings on the conception
of Geographical entities.

As these aspects are discussed in detail under each of the place names
in the second part, only salient observations and generalisations are presented
here.
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2. COSMOLOGY AND COSMOGRAPHY

All the philosophical schools have their own treatises on the cosmology
and cosmography to account for their philosophical standpoints. These works
also contain geographical matters. In Puranas generally the geographical
material is mostly contained in the first two books on Lakshana which deals
with cosmogony, cosmology and cosmography. They include among other
related matters, the origin of universe, and the earth, the oceans and the
continents, mountain systems of the world, regions, and their people and
astronomical geography (S.M. Ali, Geography of the Puranas, 1966, p.1).

In Buddhism both Hinayana schools and Mahayana schools have
elaborate treatises to explain these aspects. It was the fashion in those days
for the epic poets to elaborate on these aspects. Cattanar follows this and in
the chapter VI he portrays the Buddhist Cosmological system in detail.
S. N. Kandaswamy opines that Cattapar’s sentiment seems to harmonise the
best found in both the major sects in Buddhism (Buddhism as Expounded in
Manimekalai, 1978, p.204).

Buddhistic conception of world systems, the structure of Cakkaravala,
i.e., the central mountain. Méeru, the seven rocky circles, the great oceans and
the four great continents, small islands, the various species of lives inhabited
in these lands are described briefly. The greatness of Jambudvipa is brought
out frequently by Cattanar. The Buddhist Astronomy is also evident in many
places (S. N. Kandaswamy, ibid., pp.203-218).

Cattanar is really ecstatic when he describes the clay model of the
Cakkaravalam put up by Mayan in Pukar (6:176-202). It must have been put up
by Buddhists to educate the people, in the matters of cosmography and
geography. A similar drawing is supposed to have been found in Polannaruva
(see below under Cakkaravalam).

3. GEOGRAPHY OF MANIMEKALAI

Cattanar's conception of four dvipas is definitely Buddhistic in origin.
The late Puranas give more number of dvipas (S. M. Ali, op cit., p.32). It seems
Jambudvipa included adjacent islands like Manipallavam, Cavakam,
Nakkacaranar Nakar malai etc. which are called small islands and which are
two thousands in number. Tamilakam was part of Jambudvipa.
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3.1 Mountains

Cakkaravalam, Méru, Himalayas, Vindyas, Krauncam, Potiyil, (Malayam),
Camanoli,(llankai), Tavalamalvarai (Java) are the big mountain systems
mentioned in Manimékalai. Patapankayamalai, Nakar malai in Andaman Nicobar
and Akanmalai i.e., Hiranya Parvata Monghyr are the other hills mentioned in
the epic.

3.2 Rivers

Kaviri, Kahkai, Kayankarai, Kariyaru are the rivers found mentioned in
this epic. One unknown small river is also mentioned.

3.3 Countries and Cities

Except Pantinatu and Malainatu, other countries of Tamilakam are not
mentioned. Tamilakam and Paratam are mentioned.

Maturai and Korkai were the capitals of Pantiya country. Pukar was the
principal town of Chola country. But Kanci was also another important city.
Vafici-Karuvlr was also another ruling centre of Cholas. Varci is the capital for

Malainatu.

In llahkai, Nakanatu and llankaifivakam or Irattinatfivakam are mentioned
as distinct units. Nakanatu is also referred to as Tivakam. Manipallavam is an
island in Nakanatu. There were two Nakanatus, one in llankai another one some
where in Madhya Pradhesh. Nakkacaranar Nakar Valmalai is identified with
Andaman Islands in Nicobar.

Ankanatu (Kaccayam), Acotaram, Aputtiran nafu (Cavakanatu), (Naka-
puram), Uttara Makatam (Kapilai?), Kalinkanatu (Cinkapuram-Kapilapuram),
Kantaram (Mahakantaram), (Itavayam), Kuccaram, Cavakanatu, Tevarnannatu.
Nakanatu,Pdrvatéyam, Makatam (Kapilas), Marattam, Yavapam are the
countries mentioned in the epic. Makata country was divided into south and
north. Kalinka natu was similarly divided along the sea coast and mountainous
region. Cavaka natu was also known as Aputtiran natu. Among them Acdtaram
could not be located exactly. Kantaram is identified as Chattisgarh region in
Madhya Pradesh for the first time. Cattanar’s geographical knowledge included
the western, northern and eastern and southern India, the distant islands of
Andaman Nicobar, Sri Lanka and Java. It almost tallies with the later Chola
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conquests and contacts of countries and lands in north India and south east
Asia. It does not imply that the epic could be assigned to a later date we come
to know from records that religious and commerical contacts existed between
Tamilakam and South East Asia as has back as in 6th century A.D. and Cattanar
could have recorded the geographical knowledge then prevailed. The later Chola

conquests could have been a political culmination of the long and strong
contacts that existed earlier.

There were two Kapilais one in Makata country and the other in Kalinka
natu and two Varicis one in Malainatu and the other in Chola country.

The other important cities are Avanti, Itavayam, Uccaiyini, Kaccayam,
Kapilai, Kakanti, Kocampi, Canpai, Campapati. Kaccayam, Kaptlai, Canpai and
Campapati are identified by K. S. Vaidyanathan satisfactorily. According to him
Kapilai was Nalanda. An identification for ltavayam is proposed here on the
basis of evidence from another Tamil epic Perunkatai. Many of these north
Indian cities mentioned in the epic are in Purvadesa (see below for details) .

Cattanar was aware of the directions and distances between places.
Manipallavam lay in the south at thirty yocanai from Pukar. The four hundred
yocanai area of Nakanatu was affected by an earthquake. Vayanankotu,
a shepherd village was at a distance of a Kavatam from Korkai. Maturai is
frequently referred to with the epithet south (takkanam or ten). Nakanatu was in
the eastern direction of Manipallavam. Avanti was on the north of Itavayam.
Irattinatfivakam was found adjacent to Nakanatu. Vificai manakar was in the
northern Sréni. Manimékalai moved in the air from Varici, starting from west
and then proceeded in the northern direction to Kafici. Aputtiran and Manimékalai
went in the south western direction to reach Komuki in Manipallavam.

4. LINGUISTIC AND TOPONYMICAL OBSERVATIONS

The following suffixes or suffix like word are found in the place names

akam “place” Tivakam, Cavakam, Tamilakam
aru “river” Karaiyaru, Cirriyaru, Periyaru
aramam “groove”

il “place” Potiyil

eyil “fortress” Tunkeyil

karai “river” Kayankarai

kiramam “village”
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kiri<giri “hill”

kuti “village”

kutikai “temple”

kunram “hill/mountain”
koftam “temple/enclosure”

kotu “village”

koyil “palace”
catukkam “square”
tanam/tanam “place”
fivakam “island”
fivam “island”

fivu “island”

téyam “country”
nakar “city”
natu

niyamam “temple”
pattinam? “maritime town”
pati “place”

pallavam

pitikai “seat”

puram “city”

pérar “city”
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Kirauricakiri

Aykkuti

Kuccarakkutikai

Aliyahkunram

Cakkaravalakkottam, Cutukattukkottam,
Ciraikkottam, Tevarkodttam, Netunilaik-
kéttam

Vayanankotu

20:96;22:11,12

Patacatukkam

Arantanam

Irattinattivam, llankativam
Antaratfivu, Camputfivu, Cirritaitfivu,
Navalanfivu

Puruvatéyam

Ankanatu, Aputtiran natu, Kalinkanatu,
Tevarnannatu, Nakanatu, Pantinannatu,
Makatanannatu

kalainiyamam

Amarapati, Campapati

Manipallavam

Puttapitikai

Aripuram, Kaficanapuram, Ciftkapuram,
Cittipuram, Nakapuram

Vanan pérar, Viratanpérar

polil=division of a country “dvipa”Navalamtanpolil

mantapam
malai “hill”
manram “public place”

manakar “metropolis”
matdr “great city”
[6kam “world”

Palikkarai mantapam

Akanmalai, Patapankayamalai
Irattimanram, Vannimanram, Vakai
manram, Vellitaimanram, Vellil manram
Vancimanakar, Vificaimanakar

Vaiiji mator

Tutitalokam
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vayam “akam” Itavayam
varai “mountain range” Imayamalvarai, TavajJamalvarai
vanam “forest/wood” Kavéravanam, Campativanam,
Tarumatavanam
vikaram “buddha religious place” Intiravikaram
viti “street” mataviti
(Total 41)

Among them the following are Sanskrit suffixes: aramam, kiramam,
kiri, kutikai, catukkam, tanam, fivu, téyam, pati, pallavam, lokam, vayam, vanam,
vikaram, viti. These constitute nearly 50% of the suffixes and it indicates the
influence of Sanskrit. The predominance of puram indicates the same thing.
absence of ar suffix is notable. Tusitalokam becomes Tutitaldkam and
Rishabaka becomes ltavayam due to Tamilisation. Arantanam seems to be a
spoken form. The suffixes aru and karai indicate the water bodies, while kiri,
rnalai, and varai denote the land features. fivuffivam and fivakam refer to “island”,
natu and téyam are the names of the administrative units; pattinam, puram,
pérar, manakar and matur refer to cities, while kiramam is the new name fora
village. kotu also refers to a small village. Vanam and polil are nature suffixes.
aramam, koyil, kottam, kutikai, niyamam, pitikai, and mantapam denote man
made features. Among the suffixes those denoting to natural features are less
in number. In other words there are more bestowed names than evolved names,
indicating the degree of urbanisation. It may be due to the selection of locale by
the epic poet. Epic poetry predominately chooses the urban life and environment
for its treatment.

The single unit names like Pukar, Korkai, Maturai, Karici or Kacci, Canpai
and Kakanti indicate their antiquity. Shortened names like Kapilai, Uficai and
Canpai are typically in Tamil style. There are more north indian names of places
than of Tamil country.

The epic uses synonymous explanations to denote certain names. Vafici
is referred to as a place which was named after a climber. Kavirippattinam is
described as the city known by the name of the daughter of Kaveran. Some
times Sanskrit names are translated. Aliyankunram for Cakkaravalakiri,
akanperuntivu for Mahadvipa, Navalantanpolil for Jambudvipa. In some cases
descriptively the names are indicated. Vanan pérar for Conakaram, Viratan
pérur for Viratapuri; Aripuram for Cifkapuram.
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Some cities had more than one name: Pukar-Kakanti, Kaviripattinam,
Campapati; Kacci-Karici, Irattinatfivam-llankafivam, Cavakanatu-Aputfirannatu;
Patapankayamalai was the new name givento Grdhrakitam due to the creation
of Buddha's foot mark there.

These double or alternative names also indicate antiquity and the
commercial, religious and other outside contacts. Among the places Pukar
has more EXONYMS i.e., forms of place names used other than in local use
(cf. Kacci-Karici). It indicates the glory of the place outside and the use of the
name by different interest groups. Pukar was qualified to have this distinction
because of its political importance, commercial links and religious contacts.

The names like Kakanti and Campapati for Pukar must have been given
as commemoratives due to migrations and outside contacts of the followers
of Buddhism, Jainism etc. Chola inscriptions bear testimony to the popularity
of such north Indian commemorative names for places and administrative units
in Tamil Nadu. For example, Kantara natu, Makatai natu etc. See also the titles
or Cétirayan, Vatcaracan Makatai natalvan etc. But in later days these names
had been overlaid with new non-Buddhist and non-Jain etymologies. See the
case of Kakanti, Campapati, Kaviri, Campativanam etc. The attribution of
Ramayana association to Kumari is also another case in point.

What do all these mean? The alternative non-Buddhistic or non-Jain
mythological etymologiés for an earlier commemorative names suggest that
the historical associations were forgotten either due to change of religious
conditions (from Buddhism to Hinduism) or due to the distance of the time. It
also indicates that the Buddhist author of the epic was quite removed in time
with reference to the origin of place name and he too was not aware of the
early Buddhistic associations of Pukar and was only recording the late
etymologies, in a changed scenario.
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PART ll: GLOSSARY OF PLACE NAMES IN MANIMEKALAI

ANKANATU: It belonged to Tuccayan, who married Tarai and Virai, (Matavi and
Catamatiin the earlier birth). lts capital was KACCAYAM. There was a mountain
range and the river Kankai flows through this country. The king Tuccayan went
on sporting in the Akanmalai and Kankai river: 10:51-56.

It was in the east of Magadha and south of Kausiki Kaccha. It is the
region about Bagalpur and Monghyr in Bihar according to K. S. Vaidyanathan.
Akanmalai is identified with Hiranya Parvata Monghyr by him [The Ancient
Geography of India (Eastern India-Parvadé$a) Vol. | (1985) pp. 71-75].

ACOTARAM: The place/country of iravivarman; Amutapati was his queen and
llakkumi was his daughter, in the later birth born as Manimékalai.

K. S. Vaidyanathan refers to a place cailed Yas6dhara (Jessore) on the
Bairat (Bhairava founded by a Vikrama in the beginning of 16th century in Bengal
(ibid. 129). It has yet to be identified.
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ANTARATTIVU/TIVAKAM: Small island e.g. Manipallavam (25.224). They are
also called cirritaitfivu; they were two thousand in number. See Akanperuntivu
(Mahadvipa) which are four in number (6:195-6). It conforms to Buddhist

traditions of the world geography. It seems these small islands were not included
in the big four islands (25:212, 211).

AMARAPATI: It is mentioned synonymously with a descriptive meaning. The

great city of Indra protected by the king of Devas (28:166) ‘Tévarkéman
Kavanmanakar’.

ARIPURAM: See Cinkapuram.

ARANTANAM (ARANTANAM/ ARANTANAM): < Arukattanam, it denotes a Jaina
temple [3.87, 5:23]. cf. Perunkatai 2.2:138, 7:161, 5.4:151). -tdnam is a suffix
found in Tamil place names e.g. Tiruneyttanam (Tharijavudr district).
Arunkattdanam had become Arantanam due to sound change. Whether it was
used as a place name is not clear.

AVANT!: It refers to a country as well as the name of a city the other name
being Ujjaini. Avanti lay north of lfavayam. Attipati father of Rakulan left for Avanti
due to an earthquake at ltavayam. Masons from Avanti joined the stone-cutters
from Makatam, smiths from Marattam, carpenters from Yavana, and their Tamil
counterparts and created a magnificent hall for the Choia king at
Kaviripplimpattinam. [9:27-28; 25:40; 19:107-111]. It was also called Uccaiyini.
Pracc6tanan’s capital. [cf. Perunkatai: 1:58:40-44].

AKAYAKANKAI: The celestial Ganga-Kaviri is addressed as the celestial Ganga
by Campapati, the guardian deity of Pukar. Since terrestrial Ganga'’s origin is
traced to celestial Ganga and again Kaviri's origin is traced to Ganga, it has
been addressed like that [Patikam: 12].

APUTTIRAN NATU: see Cavaka natu [Patikam: 82:24: 153-55].

AYKKUT!: Ashepherd's hamlet on the banks of Kankai. This is used as proper
noun and occurs as an example for illustrating Aruttapatti, a kind of inference.

ARAMAM: A pleasure garden, park also called upavanam in Pukar. [3:32].
ALIYANKUNRAM: See Cakkaravalakiri (6:192).

ITAVAYAM/ITIVAYAM: It is the capital of Pirvatéyam which was included in the
still bigger Kantara country (see below) which is identified with the Chattisgarh
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region of Madhya Pradesh. It was ruled over by Attipati, the father of Rakulan,
Udayakumaran in the later birth. ltavayam was south of Avanti city. Kayankarai
lay between these two places. There was a great earthquake which uprooted
many people and lives, and perhaps it was also destroyed in the earthquake
and the king left for Avanti towards north (9:26-29).

In Perunkatai itavakan or ltapakan is found to be the name of minister of
Udayana. It seems it is the Tamilised form of Rishabaka. His capital was
Pushpaka Nagar (1.54:65-71). Pushpaka country lay in the border of Uttara
Mekhala country which was in the forest mountainous region of five great rivers,
the Son (Sonai of Tamil) and its tributaries in the north of the Mainpat and
Hazaribag ranges-represented by the Shahpur, Sohapur, Korea, Surguja
localities. Pushpaka lay near the forest area of Sabaras and Pulifias
(K. S. Vaidyanathan ibid. p. 95ff). Itis possible that Pushpaka, was also known
as Rishabaka, which would become Itavayam due to Tamilisation. It must have
been included in the Pdrvatéyam, eastern part of Kantara natu (Chattisgarh
region of Madhya Pradesh). From Itavayam Attipati left towards Avanti in the
north [9:27-28). Perhaps he must have moved in north western direction to
Avanti. It seems the region around Iltavayam, Purvatéyam and Kantarateéyam
was also called Nakanatu which was 400 y6canai in area (9:21).

INTIRAVIKARAM ELU: Seven Indravikaras established by Indra at Pukar. These
were the seats where Caranas, who moved in air stayed and taught the Buddhist
tenets. cf. Cilampu: 10:11-4.

IMA [YAMALVARAI: Himaparvatam, which has high peaks. 26:88. The sacred
stone for the idol of Kannaki was got from here by Cérancenkuttuvan.

IRATTIMANRAM: One of the five manrams in the Cakkaravalak kéttam 6:89.
The other manrams being Vakaimanram, Vannimapnram, Vellii manram and
Vellitai manram. -

IRATTINATTIVAM: Situated adjacent to Manipallavam, it has the Camantam
mountain, which had a Buddha pitika venerated by the Buddha devotees like
Catucakkaran (10: 24-26), Tivatilakai (11: 21-25), Tarumacaranar (28: 107-112).
It was also called llankafivam (28: 107-8), which has Camandl/i mountain.
Irattinattivam is identified with Ratnapuri, which is found in south eastern partin
the western province of Sri Lanka. A mountain called Camantam or Camanelai
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or Camantakutam is found there which could be identified with Camantam or
Camanoli of Manimékalai. See 11: 21-25 (U. Ve. Ca. footnote). From, the above
it is clear that Irattinattivu and lalankativu are used synonymously. Irattinatfivam/
llankativam lay adjacent to Manipallavam, which was in Nakanatu. It seems in
those days lalankativu referred only to the (southern) part of modern island of
Sri Lanka and not to the whole of it, indicating to the fact that it was divided as
Nakanatu in the north and llankativam in the south.

ILANKATIVAM: See Irattinat tivam: (28: 107-112).

ILAVANTIAK!: A big tank provided with machinery for filling as well as emptying
(3:45:28:7) found in Pukar cf. lyantiravavi: 28:7.

UNCAI: Ujjain, the capital of Avanti ruled by Piraccétanan; It was also called
Avanti (15:64) according to Manimékalai.

UTTARAMAKATAM: See Makatam: 21: 175 Kantirpavai predicted that
Manimékalai would be born again here as a male in her next birth and become
talaiccavakan (first disciple).

UYYANAM: < uttiyanam: Royal pleasure garden in Pukar guarded by Patam
(3:52).

ULAKA ARAVI: (<I6képakarika) Big charitable institution; rest house established
for the benefit of all castes and classes; situated in front of the Campapati
temple in Cakkaravalakkéttam of Pukar. Kantirpavai, “pillar deity” was installed
there venerated by Manimékalai (7: 93 etc.).

ULAKAM: 31/36 See: Mavulaku (12: 72-73; 30-55).

UVAVANAM-UYYANAM: A park, grove in Pukar, 3: 169. There were a Puttapitikai
and a Palikkarai, a marble hall.

KANKALI: The river Ganga: Tuccayan, the husband of Tarai and Virai and king of
Kaccayam camped on the banks of the river. Cenkuttuvan also camped there
and crossed the river with boats (10:54-56; 26:84-85; 27:45-46).

KACCAYAM: Capital of Ankanatu; Tuccayanwas the ruler (10: 5:3-54,12: 39-40).

Mr. K.S. Vaidyanathan thinks that Kausiki Kachchi of the Buddhist
reference located in the west of Champa (Sanbai) towards the Ganga and the
mountain in the proximity of the river could be identified with Kaccayam.
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K. S. Vaidyanathan thinks.that Sanbai i.e., Chamba was also called
Kachchayam (Op.cit: 72). .

See Canpai Cirkali, a town near Pukar was also known by the name
Koccaivayam (Kaccaiyam) and also Canpai according to Tévaram. These
names could be commemoratives due to migration from north or due to the
fame of these places.

KANCI-KANCHI: Kaccimanakar: Patikam: 90:28:152. Kaccimugram: 21: 174;
Kancimanakar. Patikarn: 90:21:154; Ponneyir Kanci nakar 21:147-48;
Ponneyirkarici natu 28:156 .

Kacci is the old form; Karici is the later form; both are used. A statue of
Kantirpavai, at Buddha Chaitya built by Tunaiyilankilli, and a groove called
Tarmatavanam in the south western part were found in the place. After the
destruction of Pukar Aravana Atikal and others took refuge here and Manimékalai
reached this place and received holy preachings of Aravana Atikal and finally
breathed her last.

The Kacci seems to be the Tamil form and the other Kafici could be a
Prakritic or Sanskrit form. The use of later form, which is an exonym, suggests
that it had attained greater fame outside Tamil country and become
cosmopolitan. Afierce famine in Kanci was recorded. Ponneyil is the frequent
epithet used for this place and for Dr. Veluppillai it reminds him the Ponmalikai
of later Cholas (10 A. D).

[Dr. A. Veluppillai, ‘The Manimekalai: Historical Background and
Indigenization of Buddhism’, Journal of the Institute of Asian Studies: Vol. IX
No.1, Sept. 1991, pp. 28].

KAPILAI: There are two Kapilais mentioned. One was in Kalinga country
ruled by Kumaran 26:15-17. This is referred to as Kapilapuram in the forest
tract in Cilappatikaram (23:138-141). The later Gajapati Kings were known as
Kapilendras. The other Kapilai is described by Manimekalai as follows: Kapilai
was a beautiful hill girt or well fortified city which was as it were the distinguished
forehead mark of the country of Makata in which country even by lapse rains
did not fail to pour. It was also a Buddhist centre where the unsurpassed Ten
Paramitas were learnt and preached (26:42-46). Manimékalai would be reborn
again and will receive holy instructions of the Buddha in Kapilai (28:143).
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U. Ve. Caminatha lyer identifies Kapilai with Kapilavastu, the birth place
of Buddha. As it is in the Cakkiya or Kosala country the identification has to be
ruled out. K. S. Vaidyanathan proposes that Kapilai is the other name of Nalanda,
on the basis of a reference to a Kapilavasa in the Nalanda copper plate of
Dharmapala déva. Nalanda, which is a suburb of Rajagriha, lying about seven
miles to the south-west of Bihar-Sharif in the Patna district of Bihar was the
principal seat of Buddhist learning. Manimekalai describes it as the forehead
mark of Makata and was a place of great store house of learning where the ten
Paramitas were learnt and preached. The meaning of the word Nalanda, is
limitless and this sense is fully brought out in the detailed descriptive line,

alapparum paramitaiy—alavinru niraittu (Ibid: pp. 48ff).

KALINKANATU: It belonged to Vasu and Kumaran who were ruling from

Cinkapuram and Kapilai (Kapilapuram) 26: 15-7. Itis to be identified with modern
Orissa.

KALAINIYAMAM: The temple of Cintadévi in Madurai, where Aputtiran got the
Amutacurapi. Kalai=Vidy, niyamam=temple., 13:105.

KAVERAVANAM: In this place Kavéran who was a (Chola) king and rishi did a
penance and got the Kavéri river flowing there. This myth is contained in the
Kavéri Mahatmiya of Agnéyapuranam second part. Apparently there was a
temple to Kavéra at Pukar. cf. Kaviri 9: 52-5;3 for another legend.

KAKANTI: Another name for Pukar. The name is derived from the name of the
ruler called Kakantan, who was the son born from the union of Kantan, the king
of Pukar with a dancing girl. Kantan left the kingdom fearing repraisal frorn
Parasurama, who was taken a vow to eradicate the shatriyas on earth. Kakantan,
being the son of a dancing girl could not claim shatriya lineage and hence he
would not be the target of Parasurama. This is puranic mythology (22:27-40).

The Reddipalem and the region around it in Gadur taluk of Nellore district
were known as Pavattiri, and Katal konta kakanti Valanatu in the medieval times.
Pavattiri was the capital of Tontaiman llantiraiyan (Akam: 85, 340). It seems the
name of the subdivision was given to commemorate the Kakanti (Pukar),
submerged in the sea, when the Cholas of Pukar expanded their territories in
and around Venkatam hills (S. Krishnaswamy lyengar, Manimekalai in its
Historical Setting, (1928) pp. 48).
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Kakandi in Kakandi Nagari, was the birth place of the Jain Tirtafkara
Suvidhinatha and was the home of an ancient sage named Kakanda, according
to the Buddhists. Kakandi is identified with the place called Kakam in the
jurisdiction of Sikandra police Station in the Jamui Subdivision of the Monghyr
district on the basis of an inscription found on the foot marks of Tirtankara,
Suvidhinétha in a Jain Temple of Parsvanatha (A.R.E 1950-51, B 2-4:
K. S. Vaidyanathan, /bid, p. 75).

It is possible that Pukar got the name Kakandi in the heydays of
Budddhists (or Jains) due to an act of commemoration. But the mythological
explanation given by Manimékalai has a historical component in it. It has to be
investigated further.

KARCANAPURAM: A city of vidyadharas on the north Sréni (Céti); native place
of Kayacantikai and Karicanan, It is also called Viricai nakar. 17: 21-26; 50; 16-
81. cf. In the eastern part of Himalayas there is a Kancana mountain.

KANTARAM: Kantaram was a big country which included the Parvatéyam. Its
capital was ltavayam. Attipati was the king who left the place due to a prophecy
that his country would be rocked by an earthquake and went to Avanti, which
was situated on the north of [favayam.

The region what is known as Chattisgarh in modern Madhya Pradesh
has been called Mahéakantar in olden times [N. S. Sahu, Toponymy (A genre in
Onomastic Science)-A linguistic Study, [Amar Prakashan, New Delhi, 1989,
pp. 21-22ff]. Mahakantaram exactly fits with the description in Manimekalai which
states Kantaram ennum kalipérum nattu, Kantaram, the very big country implying
a literal translation of the original name.

The inclusion of Parvatéyam in Mahakantaram by Manimékalai is intriguing
as Purvatéyam is a bigger division which includes, Videha, Magadha, Vanga,
Suhma, Samatata, Kamartpa and Chamba. It is learnt that Mahakantar was
included in Dakshina Késal in olden times. It is not clear whether Purvatéyam
was part of it, or in the vice versa. Alternatively the description in the text could
be as following: King Attipati, who belonged to Kantaranatu was ruling
Pdrvatéyam subjugating its strength (Péraiketa valum).

The identification of this name with Gandharam now Kandahar, located
in the north-west part of Peshawar by some scholars will not make sense in
this context and has to be discarded.
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KA YANKARAL: A big river situated between Avanti on the north and Itavayamin
the south. Piramataruman a Buddha muni was doing penance here and Attipati
of Kantara country listened to his teachings and prophecies. See ltavayam,
Kantaram also. (9:10-11; 27-:30; 21:47-48, 25:37-44). It is yet to be identified.

KARIYARU: Here the Mavankilli, the Chola king who was ruling from Varici,
probably the modern Karuvir-won a battle against Chéra and Pandyas through
the efforts of his younger brother (19: 120-127) cf. Puram: 47.

S. Krishnaswamy lyengar (op. cit. p. 46) identifies this Kariyaru with
Kaléru, which flows between Nagalapuram and Satyavédu (North of Tiruvallar
and on the way to Kalahasti).

There is a reference to one Kariyarru Turiciya Netunkilli in Puranandru
(47). He has defeated by one Nalankilli. He is also referred to as Térvankilli. He
is also praised for his conquest of Varici (i.e. Karuvar) and Madurai. He must
have annexed Varici (Karuvir) and made it his capital. The use of Pava Vafici
by the poet of Puram and the author of Manimekalai is worth noting (see also
Varici). Prof. M. Raghava lyengar identifies this Kariyaru near Karur in Trichy
district which is plausible. (Araiycakkudi)

KAVIRI: The river Kavéri: It is mentioned as Kavéra kanni (9:52-53); Kavirippavai
(Patikam 10-12); Célar tam kulakkoti (Patikam 23); Tantamilppavai (Patikam
25); Akayakankai (Patikam 17).

Manimékalai Patikam gives a mythological account to the origin of Kaviri.
On the request of Kantaman, the Chola king, Kaviri flowed from the Kamandala
of Sage Agastya. Campapati, the guardian deity of Pukar told Kaviri that the city
which was known as Campapati, i.e., after her name would be called by the
name of Kaviri i.e., Kavirippattinam afterwards. This mythology is slightly at
variance with the one mentioned in 9:52-53. See Kavéravanam. Kavéran was
the father of Kaviri according to this version. Do the name Kavéran and
Kantaman refer to same Chola King? According to Agnéya Purana Kaveran
was a Rajarishi.

KAVIRIPPATTINAM: Itis referred to as Kavirippattinam (28:135), Pukar (5:109),
Manakar 24:63; 25:176-7 (28:80), Viyanakar (25:203), Kavérakannippeyarofu
vilankiya tavakkali muatar (9:52-53). It was swallowed by the sea due to the
curse by Manimékala teyvam because of the failure of the Chola King to
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celebrate Indra festival. This could denote the decline of Buddhism in this area
or the ruler’s lack of interest in Buddhism.

KIRAVUNCAKIRI: <Krauficam: The Eastern part of the Himalaya range in
Assam. It was split by Muruga (5:13-14).

KUCCARAKKUTIKAI: Itis the temple dedicated to Campapati (18:145,p. 152).

U.Ve.Ca. opines that Kuccaram refers to Gurjara, Gurjaras were expert
builders. S. Krishnaswarny lyengar disagrees with him (op. cit., pp. 51).

KUMARI: It is referred to as Southern Kumari. The famous bathing place of
Kumari is said to have been made by monkeys (5.37). It is not clear whether it
is a reference to Rama’s bridge which is now located in the island of
Rameswaram, a considerable distance from where Kumari is. A similar
reference is found in Ramayana itself and so S. Krishnaswamy lyengar infers
that the tradition in the days of the author of Manimékalai connected Rama’s
bridge with Kumari as in the Ramayana itself (op. cit. 29). Kumari could refer
to the river as well as the tip of land in the south.

KORKAI: It is a place ruled over by a Pandya who had a golden chariot. (13:84-
85). Z\puttiran_’s brahmin mother left him in a shepherd’s village, which was
about a kdavatam distance from Korkai. It was a second capital of Pandyas in
the south on the eastern coast.

KOCAMPI: The capital of Vatsa country ruled over by Udayana situated on the
banks of Ganges in the lower part of the Doab: Modern Kausambi (15:61-64).

KOMUKI: A water tank in Manipallavam from where Aputtiran got the Amuta
curapi on Vaikaci parnima day. It was on southwestern part of the Manipallavam
(25:155-6). A replica of it was built at Kaficipuram (28:202-204); (11: 39-45;
25:155-6).

CAKKARAVALAM: According to Buddhisrn, the universe consists of innumerable
Cakravalas, each of which has its own earth, mountain, oceans, sun and moon,
heaven and hell etc. Manimékalai records innumerable Cakkaravalas (226:53-
54). A description of Cakkaravalas is found in Manimékalai (sixth chapter).
A clay model was constructed in the Cakkaravalakkéttam by Mayan and hence
it got its name. It is reported that similar figure was drawn on a rock in
Polannaruva (Ceylon Archaeological Report).
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Mahameéru, the huge mountain also the navel of the earth is situated in
the exact centre of the Cakkaravalam. Ranged around Mahaméru (at intervals
between which are oceans) are seven rocky circles. (According to Buddhist
texts, they are Yugamdhara, Isadhara, Kadiraka, Sudarsana, Asvakarna,
Vinataka and Nimimdhara). Located in the outermost ocean and outside the
seven rocky circle are the four great continents, one on each side of the world.
(Uttarakuru, Parvavideha, Aparagédaniya, Jambudvipa). In the vicinity and on
each side of these four continents there are many small islands, which are
2000 in number. The clay model put up by Mayan also showed the other parts
of the Cakkaravalam where various species of lives inhabited (192:202; also
see 6:176-183). (S. N. Kandasamy, Buddhism as expounded in Manimékalai
(1978) pp.203-218:

CAKKARAVALAKKOTTAM: It is also called Cutukattukkottam. it is on the other
side of Cutukkattukkéttam. It was the dwelling place of ascetics, probably
Buddhist monks. Manimékala Teyvam suggested to Cutamati and Manimékalai
to take refuge there. The story of Carikalan is narrated, when the details of this
place are presented in Chapter VI.

CANPAI: It is the birth place of Cutamati. Cutamati the daughter of Kausikan
was abducted and despoiled by a Vificaiyan and later abandoned at Pukar. ltis
mentioned with a epithet Karalar, which means Pavaiciyar (= Vellalar) (3:28-
29; 7:102). 1t is most likely that it refers to Cirkali which is near Pukar.

Canpai could also refer to Champa the capital of Anga country
(Champavati and Champakavati).

Cunningham has shown that it could be identified with Champanagar
and Champapura adjoining Bhagalpur. A detailed description of
Canpaipperunakar is found in Perunkatai (2:20:105 4.4 LL 61f).

K. 8. Vaidyanathan thinks that Kachchayam and Canpai refer to the
same place (op. cit. 72). It may be correct that Canpai and Koccaivayam
(Kaccaiyam) are the alternative names for Cirkalai. Both the names
commemorated the memory of the place in the north may be due to early
Buddhistic associations (see Kaccayam). Champa also denoted South East
islands where Buddhism thrived.

CATUKKAM: Junction where four roads meet (1:55) A Patacatukkam was found
in Pukar (7:78;20:29).
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CAMPATIVANAM: A groove in the Pukar, derived its name from Campati, the
vulture king of Ramayana fame Pullirukkuvélar near Cirkali has another
Campatipuram. Campati was said to have brought flowers from Campativanam
and worshipped Siva there. The etymology is significant since it pertains to
Ramayana and also found in Tévaram.

CAMPAPATI: It refers to the guardian deity of Pukar as well as the city itself.
Campapati, the name of Pukar was derived from the name of Campu, the
guardian deity. Campapati declared to Kaviri that the city would be known after
Kaviri (as Kavirippattinam) also thereby having twin names (Pati 3-9; 31-32).
From this we could infer that it was the earlier name. See. Canpai. It is possible
that Champati or Champakavati (or Champa) the capital of Afhga country could
have been the source of this name, later forgotten and new mythology created.

CAMPUTTIVU (NAVALANTIVU): Jambudvipa, one of the four Mahadvipas.
Navalénkiya maperunfivu (2:11) Tinkani navalénkum ftivu (9:17;15:20).
Tamilakam is included in Camputfivu (17:62-65). Navalantanpolil (22:29);
Navalanfivu (25:12; 28:180 cf. Navalantivu. See also Paratam).

Buddhist works like Mahavastu and Lalithatvistara mention only four
dvipas-Jambu, Pdrvavideha, Aparagodaniya and Uttarakuru grouped around
Méru to the south, east, west and north respectively-and constituting the whole
world. (S.M. Ali, The Geography of Purands, New Delhi 1966 p.32).

In the early stages of Buddhist cosmology, Jambudvipa consisted only
of India and immediately surrounding countries, the other portions of the world
being unknown. Later, when Japan, China etc. came to be known they were
included as part of the same continent (S. N. Kandaswamy op.cit. p. 207).

In some contexts (antaratfivinum akanperuntivinum 25:224 cf. 25:212)
Manipallavam etc. are referred to as distinct from Jambudvipa may be adjacent
to it. In one context it seems Manipallavam was included in Jambudvipa (15:20).

Paratam or Bharata varsam was part of Campufivu; and Tamilakam is
also referred to have been a part of this dvipa (17:62-65).

CAMANTAM/CAMANOLI: Camantam was situated in the Irattinatfivam, adjacent
to Manipallavam, Camanoli was situated in llankativam. It seems Irattinatfivam
and llankativam and Camantam and Campoli are synonymously used (11:21;
28;10). It is identified with Adam’s peak. See. llankafivam /Irattinativam.
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The Mahavamsa states that in the time of king Dutthagamani the thera Malaya
mahadeva (or Maliyadeva) received some millet-grue! from the king and shared
it with nine hundred bhikkus on the Sumana mountain. The Manorathapurani
informs that Dighajantu, the Damila gave a red silk cloth as an offering to the
Akasa-Cetiya at Samanagirivihara. The word Akasa Cetiya shows clearly that
there was shrine on the peak of Sumangiri. Fa Hien also mentions in his records
the existence of a foot-print. It is, however, not till the time of king; Vijayabahu |
of the eleventh century A.D. that we find Sumanakuta (called also Samantakuta)

as a place of regular pilgrimage. [K. Krishnamoorthy, Buddhism in South Asia,
New Delhi 1990 p.34].

CAVAKAM: It was a country, whose capital was Nakapuram (21:169-70);
A mountain called Tavalamalvarai was situated there (15;3) where Manmuka
muni lived. This is also called Aputtiran natu. Aputtiran was born here in the
womb of a golden cow. A severe famine is also mentioned to have occurred
here (14:74); it is also mentioned as Tivakam (28:75;77,84); Tivam (21:90).
See also: 14:74; 21:89; 28:83. The kings of this country belong to Indra lineage
(Intiran maruman (24:164). It is generally identified with Java. It seems they are
part of Bharata Varsa of Jambudvipa according to Some accounts. It was also
included in the Sakadvipa, according to Puranic geography (S. M. Ali op.cit.
p. 39-40). Has Saka anything to do with Cavakam. It has to be investigated.

CINKAPURAM: A city in Kalifka country ruled over by Vasu (26:15-17). ltis also
called Aripuram. cf. Cilampu: 23:140; 149. It seems it was on the agricultural
tract. cf. Kapilai.

CITTIPURAM: Ruled over by Citaran. His wife was Nilapati; Irakulan was their
son. Irakulan was born as Utayakumaran (9:43-44); Yet to be identified.

CIRRITAITTIVU: Small islands situated on the outer boundaries of the
Maperunfivu, two thousand in number. (6: 196) See Antaratfivu.

CIRRIYARU: It seems to be Common name not a proper place name (16:82).
A small river near the Potiyil mountain in the south (16:82) is referred. There is
a Cirraru or Citranati, near Kurralam of Potiyil mountain.

CIRAIKKOTTAM: The Prison in Pukar (19:43).
CUTUKATTUKKOTTAM: See Cakkaravalakkottam.
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CETI< SRENI: The world of Vidyadaras. Kancanapuram, Kayacantikai's native
place; was in the northern part of the Vidyadara world.

CONAKARAM: Vanacura's capital city 3:23. cf. Cilampu: 6: 54-5. It is here
Pratyumnan, son of Kannan went to kill the Vanacura.

TAMILAKAM: It is included in Camputfivu (17:62).

TARUMATAVANAM: A grove in Karici, where Manimékalai appeared with her
Amutacurapi (28:12); could be a. Buddhist holy place.

TAVALAMALVARAI: A mountain in Civaka country where the Manmukamunivan
was residing (15:3).

TIVAKAM: See Manipallavam (12:11; 21:86-87; 25:131).

TUTITALOKAM’ < TUSHITALOKAM: Gautama Buddha's abode when he was
still a Bodhisathva called Prapapalar (30:9-10). It seems that there was a place
called Tutitapuram on earth (cf. Viracéliyam, Yappu 33 Quotation).

TUNKEYIL: It is the epithet to the Chola called Totitt6t cempiyan (1:4). It could
be a place or it could be a flying fortress.

TEVAR KOTTAM: Temple dedicated to a deity in Pukar most probably Siva.
21:120.

TEVARNANNATU: Indiralokam: 14 :42-43.

NAKKACARANAR NAKAR VALMALAI: Catuvan, Atirai's husband and merchant
reached this hilly island inhabited by naked cannibals. As he knew the language
of the people he communicated to them and in the course converted them to
Buddhism and returned to Pukar (16:15-16; 56).

It is generally held that Nakkacaranar Nakarval malai could refer to
Nicobar; the overseas expeditions to South East Asia by Rajendra Chola |
(A.D: 1012-1044) included Nakkavaram also (ténakka varpolil manakka varam
his meykKirtti). The reference to the island and people needs a further clarification
on the basis of a discussion found in A Description and Comparative Study of
the Andamanese Language by S. Manoharan, Calcutta, 1989, p. 2.

“But the Nagar with whom Céatuvan comes into contact have been
compared to naked bears in a simile and this raises the doubt that if the
comparison made there is correct, then the people should be different since
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Nicobarese are fair coloured mangoloids and in that case they can be considered
to be of these black complexioned Andamanese.”

It is possible that the Tamil reference to these islands could refer to
both Nicobar and Andaman group of islands or in those days of Manimékalai

only black coloured Andamanese people were the only inhabitants of these
islands.

The presence of Buddhism in these islands is reported.
NAKANATU: There are at least two distinct places with this name discernible.

(i) Attipati, the king of Pdrvadéya in Kantara natu was advised, by
Piramataruman, his brother-in-law to leave the country as ltavayam and
four hundred yocanas of the Nakanannatu in the Navalam fivu would be
razed to ground due to an earthquake. As Itavayam was in the south of
Avanti it is probable that Nakanannatu could be in the vicinity, south of Avanti
(Ujjain). It seems there were Naga colonies in this part of Central India.

The Nagas or serpent worshippers figure in a semi-mythical way in the
early epic traditions. In protohistoric times, they are mentioned as peoples
associated with various mountainous regions called after the names of
serpent-kings like Vasuki, Karkétaka, Ananata, Sesa, Samkhactda,
Puntarika and Taksaka. Their daughters were married to epic heroes like
Arjuna, and Kusa, son of Rama. Naga colonies and kingdoms therefore
extended all over the mountainous belt batween the Narmada and the
Godavari along the Vindhya and Satpura upto the Chhota-Nagpur plateau.
(S.M. Ali, op.cit. p.129-130). Kantaram, Purvatéyam and Nakanatu were
contiguous regions in the eastern part of modern Madhya Pradesh.

(i) The other Nakanatu could be the Nakafivu or Yalppanam. There are two
stories narrated regarding this Nakanatu. One is the fight between two kings
of the Nakanatu of the lower land (or eastern part) over the possession of
Putta Pitikai (8:54-55, 9:58), other is about the secret union or Pilivalai the
daughter of Valaivanan, the king of Nakanatu and Vacamayilai with Chola
king and their son, who was handed over to a merchant to reach the Chola
king and later lost in the sea. Nakanatu is alternatively mentioned as Tivakam
in the poem (29:3-5;25-182). It is clear that Nakanatu was also referred to
as Nakativakam. The first story has parallels in Mahavamsa and the second
has parallels in the commentary of Perumpanarruppatai (31). The reference
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to the location of Nakanatu in the lower land or eastern part (9:54) is
significant. Nakanatu apparently was on the eastern side of Manipallavam.
It is learnt that the maritime region that lies to the North-west of
Anuradhapura was known as Nakafipa. Then Manipallavam could be on
the western side of it. i.e., on the west coast of the Jaffna peninsula. That
will fix up the identity of Manipallavam i.e., Manipallavam could be identified
on the north west coast. Manipallavam is identified with Karaifivu by some
scholars and Nainafivu by others. However, there is no doubt about the
existence of Nakafivu in the east of Manipallavam.

NAKAPURAM: The capital of Cavakam, ruled by Punniyaracan (Aputtiran of an
earlier birth), son of Pimicantiran. They are called the descendants of Indra.
(24:164; 169:70). It is also called Pdkavatipuram in inscriptions (U.Ve.Ca’s
footnote).

NAVALANTIVU: Tamil equivalent of Jambudvipa (25:12:28:180). Itis also referred
to as Navalan tanpolil (22:29). Navalonkiya Maperuntivu (2:1); Navalotu peyariya
Maperuntivu (11:106-113). Navalonkum tivu (15:20); Tamilakam was included
in it. (17:62-65). See Camputtivu.

NETUNILAIKKOTTAM: Atemple in the Cakkaravalakkéttam (6:59).

PARATAM: Paratam, celebrated in letters is the attribute to it. Patikam; 22:
18:56-57. A pun is indulged by the poet with this word with its two meanings.
(i) Bharata sastra and Bharata land. Bharata kandam or varsa is one of the
seven Kandam in Jambudvipa according to the old geographical classifications.

PALIKKARAIMANTAPAM: A marble structure where a Buddha patapitikai was
installed :3:64-76 by Mayan. Manimékalai took refuge in it when she was chased
by Udayakumaran (4:87; 5:9).

PANTINATU: The country of Pantiyas. A twelve year famine is mentioned
(14-:55).

PATAPANKAYAMALAI: The hill got its name due to the fact that on its top are
the foot prints of Buddha who preached Dharma (10:66-68) (cf. 12:37-40;109).
It is called Gridhrakdta hill “vulture peak” which is 15 Li north of Rajagriha in
Magadha country, according to Fa Hien. (K.S. Vaidyanathan op.cit. p. 53-54).
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PUKAR: Pukar is compared to a lady and the Tarunilaikkottam and Vaccirak
kottam are like her breasts (5: 114). It is beyond the comprehension of mind
i.e., mind boggling city (5:109). Its destruction by sea is mentioned (29:35-36)).

PUTACATUKKAM: (7:78; 20:2D). The square where the puta temple stood in
Pukar.

PUMPUKAR: This reference is found only in the Venpa to the Patikam and not
in the text of Manimekalai.

PURVATEYAM: Plrvadésam of the old geographic classification includes
Videha, Magadha, Vanga, Suhma, Samtata, Kamarlipa and Champa (Anga?).
Rajendra Chola | (A.1012-1044) invaded this part of it. See Kantaram (9:12:14).

PERUNTIVU: Big tivu: Navalohkiya Maperumfivu equivalent of Mahadvip, which
are fourin num ber (6:193).The woxd polil is also used synonymously.

PERIYARU: Big river. Kankai, (21:47;37) Kayankarai (26:83) are referred to as
big rivers.

POTIYIL: A mountain situated in the southern part 16:82,20:17-24; 20:22-23).
Clouds gather on the peak of this mountain (20:22-23); the waterfalls
reverberates sweet melodies (17:50); and the hill is yielding a lot of wealth
(17:50). Kayacantikai was cursed by Viruccikan on the banks of a small river
near this mountain. It is also referred to with the another name (Sanskrit)
MALAYAM. It is the abode of Sage Agasthya (1:2) who instructed
TunkeyilérintaTotittofcempiyan to celebrate Indra vila. Potiyil is also used as a
word to denote a public place in the epic.

PONNAKAR: Teyvalokam six 2:41.

MAKATANANNATU: The rain will not fail to pour (26:42-46) in Makata. Kapilaiis
the distinguished city in this country. It is also divided into north and south. The

expert builders from Makata took part in the construction of a hall at Pukar for
the Chola King (19:107:108). See Kapilai; Uttaramakatam.

MANIPALLAVAM: It was situated 30 yocanai south of Pukar along the sea coast.
Komuki the divine pond was in the south western part of this place, where
/—Aputtirap_ left his mortal body and the Amutacurapi to reach the hands of
Manimekalai who was brought there from Pukar by Manimekalai Teyvam.
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Tivatilakai was the guardian deity of this island. Pati 44:84, 6:212-213; 14.81,
91,101;15:16,36,21:15, 87-88, 186; 25:25,33,120,126-7, 1:30-1; 28: 22-24; 207, 221.

A Buddha pitikai was there which will reveal the previous births (25:33-
35). It was the object of fight between two kings of Nakanatu which was on the
eastern side of Manipallavam (9:52-62). It is also called Tivakam (25:1:31;
28:207) and antarattivakam (25:213), small island. There found the mortal
remains of 7\puttira_r1 and the merchants who accompanied /-Aputtiran and left
him lonely in Manipallavam to die, later returned and went on a fast and died
(25: 155:171). A similar tank and groove was constructed at Kafici by Ilankili
and statues of Manimekala Teyvam and Tivatilakai were also installed there. It
is on the west coast opposite of Nakanatu. It is identified with Karaittivu by
some scholars and with Nainafivu by others. It. should be clarified. Ref: Nakafivu.

MATURAI: It is referred to as Takkana Maturai (13:105 22; 106-121).
Takkanapperur (I3:108), Tentamil maturai (25:139) Maturai (26:12); Kavalan
perur (2:54); the goddesses of Maturai is Maturapati (26:1:3). There was a
temple for Cintatevi (13:106) here. It is notable that the Sanskrit epithet takkanam
is frequently used may be echoing non-Tamil traditions. The other name Kutal,
frequently found in Sangam Literature is not used in the epic.

MARATTAM: Carpenters from Marattam (19:107:111) were working with other
groups of people to build a hall at Pukar for the Chola king.

MALAY AM: See Potiyil (1:3).
MALAINATU: Céran Cenkuttuvan’s country (20:80).

MANAKAR: A suffix to denote a city (28: Kaccimanakar 28:80) (Pukar) cf.
Nannakar 25:16.

MATAVITI: The street with storied buildings in Pukar (4:76).

MUTUR: An epithet to refer to old cities like Pukar (Pati:32; 1:2; 3:34 9:53: 18:61;
19:147; 21:119).

MUVULAKU: According to Buddhist cosmology there are 31 worlds. Perhaps
Cattapar subsumed all those under upper, middie and lower (30:35).

MERU: i) It is mentioned as golden mountain (1:3). It is the centre of the
Cakkaravalakiri. Meru is encircled by seven big mountain (6:192-93).

i) In another place the word Méru is used to denote Himalaya 18: 92.
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YAVANAM: The carpenters from Yavana country joined with other artisans and
constructed a big hall for the Chola king a Pukar (19:108) cf. Perunkatai :
1:58:40:44. Yavanam is generally identified with loniain Greece.

VACC|RAKK(_)T'[AM: The temple dedicated to Indra, where Vajrayuda was
installed (1:27; 51:114) in Pukar.

VANC1: This name could refer to two places, one was in the dominion of Chola
and the other in the dominion of Cheras.

(i) One Vanci (19:120) could refer to the Karuvur on the Amaravati which
was under the control of Cholas. It was from here Mavarkilli was ruling (19:120-
128). lts name was derived from the creeper of the same name (19:120).

(ii) The other Vafici was in the dominion of Cheras or Malainatu (26:80).lt
was the capital of Céran Cenkuttuvan (26:77 ff 28:2-4). It is referred to as Vanci
Manakar (21:91 25:238 26). The statue of Kovalan and Kannaki were installed
in a temple here (26:3-5). The name is derived from a creeper of the same
name (26:92; 28:101). Here an ancestor of Kovalan constructed a tall Chaitya
(28:131). Imayavarampan entertained the Buddha Caranas coming from
llankativattu Camanoli (28:103:108). A detailed description of Vanci Manakar is
found in chapter 28. Manimekalai visited the place and conducted scholarly
discussions with experts in various philosophical schools. After the destruction
of Pukar Aravana Atikal, Matavi and Cutamati had come here before they reached
Kahcipuram. In the description of Vafci the fishermen and salt sellers are
mentioned. (28:31) . Moreover the country of Vangi is described as situated in
Malainatu (26:80). It indicates that this Vanci could have been on the west coast
in the Malainatu.

VATATICAI VINCAI MANAKAR: Kayacantikai's vidyatara nagar (16:81- 82).

VAYANANKOTUVAYAVANANKOTU: This is the place of llamputi, a brahmin who
brought up Aputtiran (13:15-16). It was in the Pantiya country, a kavatam
distance from south of Korkai. It was a shepherd village (13:84-85). (Kotuis a
frequent suffix in Chéra country but its use here to denote a small village is
interesting).

It could be in the Nancilnatu of Kanniyakumari district, Kanniyakumari
Inscriptions (Vol. IV and V) records the following names with kotu suffix. Velkotu
(A.D. 1300, Vol. V, No. 69/38H), Tiruvitaikkotu (A.D. 800, No. 69/79), Palakkotu
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(A.D. 1300, No. 69/22), Palaikkotu (A.D. 900, No. 69/38G), Valaikkotu (A.D. 900
(ibid.), Péykkotu (A.D. 1100-1200), Vol. V, 69/11), Velvikkuti copper plate refers
to Cenkotu and Putankotu. (Acknowledgement to Mr. V. Vedachalam, Curator,
Tirumalainaicker Mahal Museum, Madurai for this piece of information. Compare
the meaning Tiruntaikkotu and the description of Vayanankotu as shepherd
village in the epic).

VARANACI: Aparicikan and his wife Cali came from here (13:3-5). Cali is the’
mother of Aputtiran. It is another name for Kaci.

VINCAI MANAKAR: See Vataticai vificaimanakar.

VINTAMALVARAI: Vindhya hills. The Durga (Antari) resides in the hills. It was
protected by Vintakatikai. She would swallow the travellers who traverse her
hill catching their shadows (20:116-121).

VIRATANPERUR: VIRATAPURAM (3:145) The Mahabharatha episode of
Vijaya's appearance in Viratapuram and the crowd to see him is given as a
similie to the crowd who came to have a glimpse of Manimékalai when she
went to the Malarvanam.
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CONNECTION BETWEEN
THE TAMILI SCRIPT OF TAMIL LANGUAGE AND THE
WRITING OF THE INDUS AGE

POORNACHANDRA JEEVA

Indus Elements in the Interior South

The Indus script was one of the three ancient scripts of the world,
and it evolved as native to the Indus Valley. The strong opinion among the
world scholars indicate that the authors of the Indus civilization have been
considered as Dravidians who were diffused all over Indian subcontinent in
that period. And, they created great cultural traits in the regions wherever
lived in the period of indus civilization and in the Post — Harappan period.
These cultural traits are emanating obviously in the South India, especially
in the Tamilnadu. This opinion is growing day by day by the new evidences
to the existences of the Indus cultural elements in the interior south in the
Peninsula.

The Post-Harappan Script

The Indus civilization devastated by the natural calamities of
earthquake and the floods in the period of 1800 B.C, but, people lived without
any knowledge of their past glory of the civilization in the valley upto the
period of 1500 B.C. And, in the Gujarat phase of the Indus civilization people
lived in the Dwaraka and Bet — Dwaraka post — Harappan sites upto the
period of 1300 B.C'. As a script of the Indus valley the seal writing came to
an end in the time of 1700 B.C, and the last sample of the seal writing
recovered in Daimabad in Maharastra. In the under sea archaeological
salvage a Votive pattery with the post-Harappan script inscription recovered
by Mr.S.R.Rao who is an eminent archaeologist of India. This inscription
opened new arena of research on the Tamili which was called hitherto in
the name of Tamil Brahmi. The name Tamili was acquired from the 3-2
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century B.C Jain book of Samavayanka Suddha which mentioned the name
Damili in that period in Tamilnadu?.

Poet Kabilar’s remarks on Migration

The Indus script had spread into South India in the period of Indus
civilization and after the downfall of that civilization by which the migration
boosted. The trade and cultural contacts have coexisted for long time
because of language affinities. Even though, Indus chalcolithic cultural traits
were not discovered in Tamilnadu, the copper age culture was known to
Tamilnadu by the findings of the sites of Gowrimedu and Manimankalam in
Puducherry. The chalcolithic people migrated to South India in a rapid
movement have proved by the Cankam poet Kabilar’s enunciations about
the migration of the forefathers of king Irunkovel into Tamilnadu from lord
Krishna's Dwaraka which was submerged in the sea in the period of 3520
BP years Before Present®. The spread of the black and red ware in the
South India also indicated this cultural diffusion into the Maharastra,
Karnataka and Tamilnadu in the period between 1700-1200 B.C. This culture
entered into the Karnataka (a Part of ancient Tamilagam) and Tamilnadu
was coincided with above mentioned poet Kabilar's remarks of the migration
of the King Irunkovel’'s forefathers. Poet Kabilar’'s opinion was not a puranic
idea or the praise of figments, it was historical occurrence in the background
of the spreading of the black and red ware culture.

The Black and red ware culture

The black and red ware culture was more ancient than Aryan
migration into India and related to the chalcolithic culture which was belonged
to the Indus civilization. The spread of the black and red ware*:

Gujarat - B.C.2400 - B.C.800

2. N.E.Rajastan - B.C.1000 - B.C.800
Madhyapradesh

3. E.Uttrapradesh - B.C.1000 - B.C.800
Bihar, W.Bengal

4, Punjab, W.U.P - B.C.1100 - B.C.800

N & N.W.Rajastan
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5. Maharastra, N.Karnataka - B.C.1700 - B.C.600

6. S.Karnataka, Andhra - B.C 1200 - B.C.100
Tamilnadu, Kerala*.

The spread of the BR ware belonged to the chalcolithic cultural people
and this culture spread from Guijarat region in 2400 B.C, towards the South
in the period of 1700 B.C, spread of this BRW culture indicates that the
spread of this culture occurred earlier towards the South than North and
East. The downfall of the Indus culture in the Gujarat region instigated
migration into South India, and the Indus cultural people preferred the South
ward migration because the racial and cultural relationship existed only in
the South India, they had Dravidian affinities with the South Indian people
by their language and culture.

The Indus Signs in Tamilnadu

The Tamilnadu was known well the Indus script and its use as a
script of a language, and used it as a people’s script. To understand the
Tamili and its evolutional background, the inscriptions of the South should
be divided into two parts such as (1) the signs of Indus script in Tamilnadu,
(2) The changed sign forms of Indus script. To identify the similar signs of
the Indus and Tamili, it is an essential work of compiling the Indus basic
signs which are different from the compound signs, diacritically marked
signs, and the traditionally used signs. e.qg.

SNo| Indus |Tam|Eng|SN| |Indus |Tam|Eng{SNo| Indus |{Tam|Eng
W 5|k |7 [AA [B L 113100 2|V
2 | mifnlg H B |n |14 24 B 11
31K |F e e Inm fulp PSIVMIR (@Y
£0A e 1 Lo |0OD | |m |16 [MRY |t |
Sy et jwevy (w Y Ty e
6 [HEBYW [ (n {12 [19MA (g [y IS |AD |81
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Along with Indus signs the Tamilnadu signs were also included in this sign
list. The Indus signs of Tamilnadu are naturally the signs of the regional
language of Tamilnadu, and they indicate clear appearance of Indus signs
in a remote country from the Indus valley. The second category of signs are
indicate changing nature of the signs into the Tamili from the Indus script.

1. The Signs of Indus script

1. Pothikai hills cave (Tamilnadu)®
§V oy 9 o,

Ma ai tava na ntanin tava

= mu ai tava nantan in tava

- the elderly lord tava nantan, the ascetic
nantan, man of sweet penence.

These signs are engraved in the uneven surface of the south wall of the
cave. Signs were written by the well learned person of the Indus writing.

2. Keelvalai (Tamilnadu)®

EQXX X
EAYED

rav tava ca ca tava

rai ca yya ca tava

tavaca catavarav

= tavacayya carai

- ascetic lord the elderly ascetic of the catavars

- ascetic ayya the lord’'s celebration for elderness.

This inscription indicates regional variations of the signs and
reminding the perfectness of the signs of the Indus script.

3. Sanur (Tamilnadu)’

The Indus inscriptions are recovered from the rocks and caves in
Tamilnadu, but a pottery script was excavated in The Sanur by the ASI some
times ago. These signs are indicate meaning, and signs were scratched by a
potter without any defect to the nature of the Indus writing system.
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MY U

varyaa
= ayavar
- the herdsmen

The second and third signs (from right) were written in single line,
but, the first sign had an outer semi-circle line with it. It was, in our opinion,
an error of the scribe, and when failed to scratch the semi-circle perfectly,
he scratched another one inside of the semi-circle relevantly. The Sanur
script is more perfect than the Bet-Dwaraka script in the nature of the Indus’
sign forms.

These Indus signs of Tamilnadu indicate that the Indus script
reached this country before the megalithic age. It was proved that in
Tamilnadu well learned experts of the Indus script lived in that period. The
inscriptions related to the evolutional stages of Indus script which are
changing into the Tamili have been recovered in the Tamilnadu. The
inscriptions mentioned below indicate that the Tamili script was native to
Tamilnadu, and it was not evolved from the foreign source of Phoenician
script as mentioned by the predominant western scholars who were
supported by some Indian scholars. The second category of signs are
indicate this fact.

2. Changed forms of the Indus Script
1. Bet-Dwaraka (Gujarat)®
S\IIPUWEY

vwrnanavrynm
= manyvaranan avvor
the lord manyavarnan the black gem of cowherds

In this inscription first and third signs are indicate that these signs
were changed from the Indus nature into the Tamili, and other Indus signs
lost their glory to change into regional variant.
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2. Perumukkal (Tamilnadu)?®

Vordl

aracr
= aracar
- lord, the king

Except the first sign (from left), other three signs are indicate perfect
change into Tamili with correct diacritical marking system. Near to this
inscription a picture of an elephant with a man in the howdah of canopy

was occurred in the rock.

3. Yalppanam anaikkaoddai (Srilanka)"

Yv4
F A

nayama
Ko Vet

= mayana
Kovettu

- of the mayan, the celestial archetect, Kovettu the potter

It was a metal seal, and inscribed with two lines of Indus and Tamili
scripts. Indus signs are clear and perfect in the first line, and, the Tamili is
in the developed state of completeness in the second line. The Indus script
and Tamili in the one side of a seal is amazing to a philologist.

The Indus script Known to Tamilnadu

The first category of signs indicates that the writing system of Indus
script had been known to Tamilnadu, and it was used as a writing system
by the Tamil people in that period. Likewise, the second category of signs
are important to the history of Tamilnadu where it was evolved as a writing
system in which the Indus signs indicate a smooth change into Tamili. This
evolution starts in the Bet-Dwaraka script in which the first stage of change
occurred in the form of sign deviation from the Indus signs. The first and
third signs are indicate a minor change in the Indus signs that the first sign
of Semi-circle turned into 90° vertical angles with extra arms in both sides,
and the third sign of Indus semi-circle with a short stroke inside changed
and separated into two parts with angular form. These changes were the
first step in the direction of the development of origination of the Tamili script.
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This change further developed into next stage in the Perumukkal
inscription in which the Indus sign of " changed to a simple form to write
easily in the palm leaves. But, three other signs of this inscription indicate
that the change into the Tamili was standardized as a script of a language.
The system of marking the diacriticals also perfect; and, ancient system of
marking a short stroke on the top of the right side of a consonant to create
syllables such as ka na ca na ta na was followed in this inscription have
proved its antique nature. The third stage of development was evolved in
the Yalppanam inscription in which the Tamili achieved a state of
completeness of a writing system, and, syllabification to the intricate vowels
of u e and o with the consonants such as ku ke and ko invented. So, the
Indus inscriptions, and then, the Tamili inscriptions in Tamilnadu obviously
mention the long time usage of the Indus script and its smooth change into
the Tamili. The purpose of this change is clear and reasonable by which a
people’s writing system originated in this region.

The Chronology of these Inscriptions

The chronology of these inscriptions must have been considered to
understand the evolution of the Tamili which was a writing system of a
great language, the Tamil. According to Mr.S.R.Rao’s opinion, the Bet-
Dwaraka post — Harappan script belonged to 1300 B.C, and, the Sanur
Indus signs (Sanur post-Harappan script) are also dated by Mr.S.R.Rao to
the time of 1400-800 B.C'2, which is relevant to the date of Bet-Dwaraka
inscription. The Sanur signs are indicate a true nature of the Indus signs,
and, Bet-Dwaraka mention a small change in its signs with the
understandable Indus nature. But, Perumukkal signs revealed clear change
in the Indus script with considerable Tamili traits. In the four signs of the
Perumukkal inscription, first sign had only reminded the Indus script, and,
this change also investigative in nature. And then, the Yalppanam signs of
Tamili, as we mentioned above, was completely well developed with
diacritical marking system by short strokes. The above mentioned
inscriptions indicate that within the period of these inscriptions Tamili script
reached its final stage.

The evolutional stages

This confirmed that the evolution of the Indus script changing into
Tamili was started after the time of 1300 B.C in Bet-Dwaraka. And, the first
sigh of Perumukkal inscription and the first line of the Yalppanam inscription
also indicate that the evolution of the Tamili completed before the lose of
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memory of the Indus script from the minds of the people. The early period
of megalithic might have been the Sanur phase of 1400- 800 B.C in
Tamilnadu. The Indus sign features of the Perumukkal and Yalppanam
clearly mention the date of their origin was early megalithic which was the
end of the Sanur and other sites in the period of 800 B.C. This time of
completeness of Tamili was proved by the Anurathapuram (Srilanka) Tamili
inscribed pot sherds which were dated 750 B.C by carban 14 (C14) dating
methods'3. This date also coincided with the end of Sanur which was

mentioned by S.R.Rao.

A Descendent of Tamili

The Tamili was a syllabic script, but, the syllables were created artificially
by short strokes of diacritical marking. So, the Tamili was neither syllabic nor
alphabetic in nature, consequently the Tamili was discrete as a script, and the
Phoenician script was an offspring of the preceding script of the Indus valley.
The Phoenicians were the navigators, and they had trade contacts with the
Indus people, in this connection they learned and brought it to the west Aisa,
and , they felt diacritical marking by short strokes was a burden to their language,
accepted only the consonantal system, and some signs of the Indus script.
Similar signs of the Indus and Phoenician scripts indicate this relationship, and
emphasize the above mentioned opinion is correct. The Indus and Tamili
comparative sign list was given below:-

S.No Indus Tamili | Tam | Eng | S.No indus Tamili | Tam | Eng
I | & + & |k |12 |17OA I gv
2| E C mn (132 |00 b 2 |V
3] XA d Fle |14 2R ¢ |w |l
A KA N N [ER XSO PR P
i )12 C (L |t [t |18y |2 l|lerln

HEBAYW | T jowr|n |i7 a
7 |AAKNEF AN B 1L |is xgﬂf -_-F_‘-II:T ?;33 on:a
8 IM 1. B (n g | D o |e
T 0 L U e |20 |2 — |-
I QD (BB |w© |m ||| L % |o
Hlwvwuvvy (U |a |y |2 |=3F _ — |-
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Comparative sign list of Indus and Tamili

These signs are similar and comparably identical with 82% of the signs.
The Indus signs are angular in nature but, the Tamili signs are circular in the
formation, because it was written in the palm leaves in the megalithic period,
and, the usage of the script changed in the hands of the megalithic Tamil people.
After 800 B.C the script was totally changed, and the new signs were added
which were not in the use in the Indus script. The Tamili script maintained its
sign similarities with the Indus script upto the period of Cankam age which was
the matured phase of the megalithic culture.

The signs of the Indus and Tamili

The origin and maturity of the Tamili was within the period of 800
B.C. is sure and inevitable historical fact in the above mentioned evidences.
We can arrange a chart to indicate the Tamili and its related scripts.

The Spread of the Tamili

In the megalithic age Tamili developed fast and spread to foreign
countries from Tamilnadu, and , the Srilanka also participated in this process
of spreading the Tamili in the help of Tamilnadu. An important conception
must have been emanated from this that the cognate relationship of
Buddhism brought Tamili to North India from Srilanka. Singala and Magatha
relationship strengthened in the time of emperor Asoka, and the Tamili was
brought to Magatha in the name of Brahmi as the north Indian custom of
King's script. Asoka Brahmi only the script of Asoka, it was not a people’s
scripts upto his time of reign. But, at the same time in Tamilnadu, the people
used it as their script to indicate the Charities and gifts which was given to
the Sramana and Buddhist monks and used it to write the memories of
heroes in the stones. Some scholars are in the opinion that the Tamili was
brought by the Sramana acharys to Tamilnadu. Asoka Brahmi script, they
emphasize, was changed suitably to write Tamil in Tamilnadu. They
conveniently forget that if the Tamili was brought to Tamilnadu by the monks,
why not the monks brought it to Karnataka or Andhra to write inscriptions in
that time? Some other scholars are in the opinion that the Tamili and Asokan
used Brahmi were semitic in origin, but, it is wrong, it was a consonantal
script, and no syllabification method was followed and effected fully by the
memory of the reader."
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A Descendent of Tamili

The Tamili was a syllabic script, but, the syllables were created
artificially by short strokes of diacritical marking. So, the Tamili was neither
syllabic nor alphabetic in nature, consequently the Tamili was discrete as a
script, and the Phoenician script was an offspring of the preceding script of
the Indus valley. The Phoenicians were the navigators, and they had trade
contacts with the Indus people, in this connection they learned and brought
it to the west Aisa, and , they felt diacritical marking by short strokes was a
burden to their language, accepted only the consonantal system, and some
signs of the Indus script. Similar signs of the Indus and Phoenician scripts
indicate this relationship, and emphasize the above mentioned opinion is
correct. The Indus and Tamili comparative sign list was given below:

S.No Indus Tamili | Tam | Eng | S.No indus Tamili | Tam | Eng
N + B K {12 (ITOA | gy
2 | E C |min 1300 O |2V
3 IRA |4 |F|c|l4|’R 0 ||l
i A R A (E RS U P P
51)J) C (L]t [ MY |& lorln
6 |HEB&¥W| T |wr(n |17 YU F HiT |as|ad
TINANE AN 18 18 s (A D =~ B i
o L ol A L G L R L S T
71nD0 Lo |p g0 |y — |- 1-
16D |68 |©|m |u]] \ %o
Hlvuvy (v |w |y [ | - .-

Comparative sign list of Indus and Tamili

These signs are similar and comparably identical with 82% of the
signs. The Indus signs are angular in nature but, the Tamili signs are circular
in the formation, because it was written in the palm leaves in the megalithic
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period, and, the usage of the script changed in the hands of the megalithic
Tamil people. After 800 B.C the script was totally changed, and the new
signs were added which were not in the use in the Indus script. The Tamili
script maintained its sign similarities with the Indus script upto the period of
Cankam age which was the matured phase of the megalithic culture.

Deciphering the Indus Script

We can cite some examples to prove the sign similarity of the Tamili
and Indus scripts. Tamili will help to decipher the Indus seal inscriptions
perfectly. e.g.

RSNV DI S
HIEQe Y

airu ta aracu la “kaya
airu ta aracu la “kaya
- kaya” kayala aracutairu a

= the great” of the kayala kingdom, the kingdom of emblem
of fish, two cows.

2. 2088 AUEYR"ON
Tamili SR ¢_.;pr
Katta la“mita
Katta |a“mita
- tami” tamilattal akkal
= the incomparable” mother goddes of Tamil, cows.

3. 2169 ‘mmai(bBU
Tamili “gg 0 peprgu
tolunnatayarmaa
tolunnatayarmaa
- amayarttanan tolu
= of the lord who befit with ammai, the lady, the cattle—stall

4. 2581 1‘ TFmPAL" A4
Tamili T+ A WAV L
kdaivwrto' ‘nan
kaaivwrté‘nan
- nanay” 6tuvvar ai akkal
the toddy” of the one who recite the temple songs, five cows.

i
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5. 4645 LEV D HE
Tamili PEAY HE
Inaamaitaita
Inaadamaitaita
- ita itama anal
= in the left place (of the body) of the lady who is part male.

6. 8017 PRLQ@AVF &Y
Tamili Lo g &HATY
nlla Vaya ai Kama
nilaVayaai Kama
Kama ai Vayalalan
= the land of the cultivation, the ruler of the agricultural

tracts
7. 9904 PR
Tamili : LHFURUDE

h kaya kaya araca kan
n kaya kaya araca kan
- kan aracan kaykayan
= the pastoral king kaykayan

The signs of the inscriptions of the Indus script have perfect similarity
with Tamili signs. They indicate indifferent sign formation only in the sign of
fish which was represented by three consonantal sounds of I | and [ in the
Indus script. In the Tamili this fish sign changed into simple form, and,
represented only sound of consonant | the special sound of Tamil, and other
two sounds of | and | were fixed with new signs in the Tamili script. This
difference cited obviously in the Tamili sigh change which indicated none of
the sign was arranged to write | and | sounds of the Indus scripts. Likewise,
the Tamili haven't had any sign to indicate ai and av vowel sounds, because
the ai was written as a + i, and, av was written as a + v, u in the Tamil. The
Indus sign ai and av indicated on the base of a ¢+ vowel sign with one and
two short strokes inside of the signs such as 7+ ¢ and, this method
followed as it was in the Tamili sign change to indicate ai sign in the above
mentioned decipherment of the Indus script.
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Tamili a native script

This Indus — Tamili sign similarities, and, the comparison of the sign
list of these scripts indicate that the Indus scripf could be read with the help
of the Tamili which was a descendent of the Indus script have been proved
by the above cited evidences. The Tamili originated from the Indus script to
write Tamil language in the ancient Tamilakam, the South India. So, the
Tamili was native script in the nature from which the Indian scripts and
other foreign scripts were originated have been well proved by the historical
conditions cited above.
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Tamil Indus?
Korkay, Vanji, Tondi in the North-West and a
‘Bone-eating Camel’ in the Cartkam Text

R. Balakrishnan
Abstract

Can Cankam corpus, the ancient extant Dravidian literature, be a
source to identify the language of the Indus script; a collateral evidence to
estimate the ethno-linguistic composition of Indus Civilization? | seek to
answer this question in affirmative. | have located a group of place names
in the Indus —Harappan geographies (modern Pakistan and adjoining
regions), which | choose to call as “Korkay, Vaniji, Tondi Complex.” This
‘complex’ contains perfect parallels to “Korkai-Vafici-Tonti” and many other
geographical names and anthroponyms attested in Cankam Tamil texts. |
propose that these identical name-heritage complexes of the north-westem
geographies and the extreme south provide reliable markers for the
probable migration of Dravidians following the collapse of indus Valley
Civilization. | call in the evidence of “bone-eating camel” described in
Akananuru as a testimony for the earlier presence of Dravidians in the
north-western geographies (particularly Gujarat). And, | conclude that the
Cankam corpus in part represents the ‘carried forward memories’ of a
remote past, the coordinates of which can be traced back to the Indus
Valley Civilization and late Harappan cultures and relevant geographies.

1. Introduction

1.1 Asko Parpola and Iravatham Mahadevan recognize the
relevance of Old Tamil in the context of Indus Valley Civilization. Asko
Parpola holds the Old Tamil traditions as a ‘most important source in any
attempt to decipher the Indus script based on the hypothesis of a Dravidian
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affinity for the Indus language’ (Parpola, 1994). According to Iravatham
Mahadevan, “the Indus script is not merely Dravidian linguistically, but is
also culturally much closer to Old Tamil polity than has been recognized so
far” (Mahadevan, 2009).

1.2  However, both these proponents of Dravidian hypothesis
qualify their above assessments with subtle reservations and preconditions.
Iravatham Mahadevan treats ‘the vast gap in space and time, something
like 2000 years and 2000 miles’ as a restricting factor that leads him to
think that ‘any direct relationship between the Indus Valley and the deep
Dravidian south is unlikely’ (Mahadevan’s 1998 interview). Parpola is of
the view that questions such as whether there was ‘any historical relationship
between the Tamil culture of the extreme south and the Indus Civilization of
the northwest’ existed and how did the Tamil culture arise and when and
where did the Tamil language come from should be answered ‘not only to
legitimize the use of Old Tamil sources, but also in order to evaluate them
better’ (Parpola, 1994).

1.3 Onthe other hand, there are voices that amount to downright
rejection of the relevance of Tamil traditions. “The language codified in the
Indus scripts cannot be Dravidian. Dravidian researchers rely on much later
Tamil traditions, whose locus in historical times lay some two thousand

kilometres from the Indus Valley”, they say (Farmer, Sproat and Witzel,
2004).

1.4 The presence of Brahui, a Dravidian language in Baluchistan,
an Indus neighbourhood, by itself has failed to impress the detractors of
Dravidian hypothesis. The ‘great contrast’ between the ‘highly developed
city-civilization of Mohenjo-daro’ and the ‘wandering tent-life of the hill
Brahuis’ (Sir Denis Bray, 1934) makes the Brahui more of a problem than
a solution. If the ‘great contrast’ is the problem for Brahui, the restricting
factor for the use of Old Tamil is the ‘great distance.’ Unless a ‘radically
different’ source material becomes available, as Parpola after decades of

efforts concludes, “it looks most unlikely that the Indus script will ever be
deciphered fully” (Parpola, 1994).
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1.5 However, as new archaeological evidence that point to the
common traits between the late Harappan Culture and the Iron Age Culture
of the Tamils; potsherds with Indus like signs emerge in various parts of
‘deep Dravidian south’, there are indications that the ‘vast gap in space
and time' between late Harappan Culture and Old Tamil Culture and
geographies bound to shrink.

1.6 Pending a convincing decipherment of the Indus script, the
Dravidian authorship of the Indus Civilization has to be established through
other fresh evidence. This would also mean to prove the physical presence
of Dravidian speakers in the Indus-Harappan regions during relevant
prehistoric times. And such proof shall come from within the Indus-Harappan
geography or at least from the adjoining regions of late Harappan Cultures
and should bear verifiable Dravidian markers. Reversely, some 'exclusive’
aspects of north-western geography shall also be traceable in the South
Dravidian milieus which can be treated as a proof for the earlier presence
of Dravidians in the geographies that could be linked to Indus —Harappan
Civilization. And, that is the task.

1.7 | propose to accomplish this objective through a ‘two -way
check’ by identifying some ‘exclusive’ Dravidian markers in the Indus-
Harappan geography and also some ‘exclusive’ aspect of north-western
geographies in the ‘deep Dravidian South.’ And, that is the offer.

2. Why Cankam texts can be a source material?

21  The Harappans are estimated to have numbered about one
million and the Civilization did not suffer a sudden death; it gradually
declined. Harappan traditions continued without a break, becoming
transformed gradually into the various Late Harappan cultures. If so, what
happened to those architects of one of the most advanced urban
civilizations, the craftsmen and maritime traders? It is unlikely that they
climbed up the high hills and became Brahuis or started hunting and food
gathering in Central India. if the evidence for the Dravidian hypothesis has
to be gathered from within the modern Dravidian milieus then the vestiges
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of late Harappan cultures shall be explored appropriately in a culture with
an attested antiquity. Cankam texts represent the ancient extant Dravidian
literature and there comes the prima facie case for the use of Old Tamil.

2.2  The chronology of Cankam literature is generally placed
between the 3™ century B.C. and 1% century A.D and the Cankam texts
provide a good deal of insight into the contours of Tamil prehistory. The
entire corpus of Cankam literature cannot be treated as a ‘running
commentary’ on the events of the Cankam age. Tolkappiyam, the ancient
extant Tamil grammar makes numerous mentions of earlier works. There
are many names in Cankam texts which probably had become archaic by
the time Cankam texts were compiled. As, M.A.Dorai Rangaswamy states:
“It is the memory of the old traditions that could have been preserved if at
allin these names. These names because of their distinction and difference
may be looked upon as a vague memory of an ancient tribal organization”
(Dorai Rangaswamy, 1947). By any reckon the contents of Cahkam texts
at least in part, dealt with a period prior to the Cankam age and to that
extent a period closer to the collapse of Harappan civilization.

2.3 Cankam texts dealt with the geographies beyond the current
geographical boundaries of modern Tamilnadu. Cankam texts refer to
territories such as Tulu and Konkanam which were ruled by Tamil chieftains.
Konkanam is identified with the areas adjoining Maharashtra. As the
archeological evidence shows the definite spread of late Harappan cultures
in Maharashtra, the Cankam texts by implication take us closer to the late
Indus-Harappan cultures.

2.4 There is a direct reference in the Cankam text, to the ancient
migrations of V&Jir from Tuvarai identified with modern Dwaraka region in
Guijarat where Indus-Harappan culture once flourished. Thus, Cankam texts
enable us get closer spatially and temporally to Indus and late Harappan
cultures and there exists a strong prima facie case for considering Cankam
Tamil texts as a potential source material in the context of locating the
remnants of post-Harappan cultures in the current geographies of Dravidian
speakers.
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3. What is the relevance of Cannkam Names in the context of Dravidian
Hypothesis?

3.1  Place names could prove to be more ancient than the ancient
most civilizations for place names preexisted the dawn of civilizations and
have outlived their collapse. Place names survive the language and
populations shifts and remain as a ‘fossilized representation of an
immemorial past’ and can provide reliable markers for past migrations.

3.2. Scholars like Alichins, Sankalia, Parpola, 1.Mahadevan and
F.C. Southworth have used the toponymic evidence in the context of
Dravidian hypothesis. Parpola Says: “Harappan Place Names could
provide potential clue to the identification of Harappan language. (Parpola,
1994). “According to |.Mahadevan, “the opening phrases of Indus texts are
likely to contain place names”

3.3 If Dravidians once lived in Indus-Harappan regions,
notwithstanding the collapse of the civilization some 3500 to 3800 years
back, the tell-tale markers for their earlier presence can still be anticipated
to remain fossilized in the form of place names in the very regions and if
the Dravidians had moved into other regions following the collapse of the
civilization they can be expected to have carried their Indus place names
and reused them in their new locations. Even though the comparative
toponyms of the ‘deep Dravidian South’ and the Indus-Harappan
geographies (modern Pakistan) may contain identical remnants there will
still be a problem in providing a time-tag to the migration of these names.
In this context, the attested antiquity of names gain significance and the
c ankam texts being the ancient extant Dravidian corpus the names attested
in the corpus acquire legitimacy to be used in a study of this nature and
objective.

34 Cankam literature is an Onomastic treasure trove. It is indeed
a literature of names. Cankam Tamils had well-established naming
conventlons and names occupied a central stage in the collective
consciousness of Cankam Tamils. There is evidence to show that the
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ancient Tamils reused their place names in their new locations as is evident
in the case of place name ‘Maturar’.

3.5 The 'litmus-test to establish the Dravidian authorship of Indus
Civilization would be to locate the place names of Indus- Harappan area
(modern Pakistan) in Cankam texts or vice-versa.

4. “KVT Complex” in Indus-Harappan Regions

41 Place names Korkay, Gorkay (Afghansitan), Gorkai, Gorkhai,
Vanji, Tondi, Matrai, Urai, Kudal Garh, and Koli of Pakistan probably
represent the prehistoric footprints of the names of capital towns and ports
of Cankam age.

4.2 Place names Ambar, Toti, Tonri, llam, Kachi, Kakai, Kanam,
Kalar, Kong, Nalai, Neri, Pothi, Por, Malli, Mantoi, Moshe, Wallar, Wakai,
Vani, Milai and Kandir of modern Pakistan have their exact replicas as
place names in Cankam texts.

4.3 It is a common phenomenon that river names occur as
toponyms. Place names Kawri, Porni and Poruns of Afghanistan and Kaweri
Wala, Phornai, Puronai, Khariaro of Pakistan are comparable with the river
names attested in Cankam texts. Korkai again is the name of a river in
Pakistan. Pohru is the name of a tributary of Jhelum River in Pakistan and
it evokes the memories of the name of the submerged river i.e ‘Pakruli’
attested in the Cankam texts.

4.4  Similarly, the toponyms Podineh, Parambu Darrahe and Awi
(Afghanistan); Potiyan, Palani, Toti (Pakistan) are comparable with the
ancient Tamil hills. The place name Potikeh of Iran where many other
toponymic foot prints of ancient Tamil place names can be found remind
us of Potikai mountain of Cankam texts.

4.5 Place names Karka, Wen, Kudam, Kutta, Sidha, Malai, Talai
and Pongar wali of Pakistan invite valid comparison with the names of
Tamil dialect regions referred to in ancient Tamil texts and commentaries.
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4.6 Place names such as Malai, Kodu, Kunru, Warai, Mudi,
Parai, Sunai, Enal, Kadu, Kanam, Pulai, Purai, Adawiy, Aru, Yaru, Kalani,
Manal, Nitam, Nilai, Tarai, Teru, Manai, Tirai, Kalari, Palai, Suram and
Kurumbai occur as mono-word place names in Indus-Harappan regions
and beyond. These names are the exact parallels of generic terms assigned
to various geographical features associated with different geo-physical
regions referred to in the Cankam texts. Place name generics such as
Malai, Kodu, Warai, Kunru and so on as mentioned above occurring as
mono-word place name without any prefix is indicative of antiquity and
direction of name-flow.

5. Migrants from KVT Complex carried their place names as their
personal names

5.1 Alexander Beider who has done an extensive study on
Jewish surnames says that appellations based on place names are formed
not from the name of locality where the person lives, but from the name of
the locality from which he came. In the context of migrations out of Indus-
Harappan area (identified as Meluhha in Sumerian texts), Asko Parpola
informs about the migrants from Meluhha who had integrated in
Mesopotamian society had carried the name Meluhha as not only a place
name but also as personal name (Parpola, 1994).

5.2  Ifwe assume that the Dravidians of Indus- Harappan areas
during the decline or after the collapse of the civilization migrated to other
parts of India particularly towards Gujarat, Maharashtra and from there to
southern India we can very well assume that they would have carried their
existing place names as their place names in the new locations and also
as their personal names. We have already seen the evidence of identical
place names that are common to the KVT Complex of Indus-Harappan
regions and Cankam texts. Then what about KVT place names becoming
personal names? It seems they did.
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6. Indus-Harappan Place names as ethnonyms and personal names
in Cankam Texts

6.1  Place names Ayar, Marawar, Kalamar, Konkar, Andar, Kalai,
Panar, Dhudian and Ariwala of Pakistan could be indicative of the exact
names attested as tribe names in Cankam texts. It is relevant to recollect
George R. Stewart’'s observation that ‘many tribal names are certainly
derived from place-names.’ (Stewart, 1975).

6.2 The place names such as Ceran, Seran, Seran Wali,Seral,
Chola, Cholara landi, Pandi, Pandiar, Pandian Wala, Porai, Kotai, Udian,
Udhiar, Kutwan Nala, Kutvar, Valudi, Killi, Chelian Wala, Maran, Karikalan,
Garigal, Sibi, Kavera, Manak, Killi, Kalangai, Mandaran Wala etc., bear
evidence to the suggestion that the genesis of the names of tribes,
dynasties, surnames and personal names of Cankam kings can be traced
to their toponymic origin in the north-western geographies.

6.3 Whatis true of Royal names is equally true of clan names
and personal names of the chieftains of Cankam texts as well. Place names
Titian, Panni, Nalli, Kodan, Pari, Pittan, Pindan, Matti, Muwan, Kati, Udian
in the Indus Harappan regions and other areas of modern Pakistan are
indicative of the trend. Place names such as Adiyaman, Adiaman,
Nedaman, Anni, Minzli, Velian and Pegan of Iran; Anji, Chatan, Atan of
Afghanistan provide tell-tale markers for the trajectories of ancient
migrations.

7. Migration of Gods

7.1 When a Civilization moves could gods be left behind? There
are place names such as Korri, Korrai, Anang, Anangurai, Mayan, Mal,
Perumal Kuhe, Seyan, Murugan Wala, Muruk, Vel, Welan, Kumaran Wali,
Vendar, Sivan, Esan, Esar, Valli, Kamawel, Kurram, Sur, Suran in the region
under focus remind us of the names of Tamil Pantheon of Gods.

7.3  Iravatham Mahadevan has interpreted Indus signs 47 and
48 as ‘Muruku’, the Tamil god (Mahadevan, 1998). He cites archaeological
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parallels found in the potsherds at Sanur, Mankudi in Kerala and at Muciri
in Kerala bearing ‘Muruku’ like Indus signs to prove his point. Asko Parpola
reads “...the sign of ‘two intersecting circles’ engraved on many Harappan
bangles as the Dravidian word muruku...” (Parpola, 1994). In this context
place names of Indus-Harappan geographies such as Murugan Wala,
Murghan, Welan, Kumaran Wali, Kamawel that remind us of the names of
god Murugan attested in Cankam texts are of significant relevance. The
place names Palani, Tanike, Parang, Kunru, Sental of Pakistan; Chendi,
Cholay, Podini Ghar, Podineh and Eraka of the neighboring Afghanistan
that remind us of the abodes of Murukan attested in ancient Tamil texts
further endorse the above view.

8. KVT Complex- not a mere coincidence

8.1  The KVT complexes of Indus-Harappan geographies and
the Cankam Tamil texts cannot be a mere coincidence. The counts of
identical.names are too enormous to be ignored. There is a clear thematic
coherence such as place names of significant importance, dynasty names,
tribe names, royal names, names of chieftains, names of gods and so on.
There has been a definite migration of names involving the geographies of
these two KVT complexes. This leads us to some inevitable questions.
How to prove the direction of this name transfers and how to give a date-
line to these migrations and how to link these migrations to Indus-Harappan
Civilization?

8.2  We are not sure about the importance of place names such
as Korkai, Vanii, Tondi, Matrai etc., in the exact context of Indus Civilization.
But, we are sure that these names enjoyed a great deal of reputation in the
context of Cankam texts. In that sense, notwithstanding the direction and
timeframe of these name- transfers we may hold, at this stage that place
names that came to be celebrate exclusively in Cankam texts have survived
till date in the Indus-Harappan geographies as well. Then how about finding
something ‘exclusive’ to north-western geographies in Cankam text that
could prove the physical presence of Dravidians in Gujarat that would
provide the crucial link to bridge the ‘vast gap in space and in time’ between

two KVT complexes?
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9. The “Bone-Eating Camel” (Akananuru 245)

9.1  The Cankam corpus does not give an impression of palai or
wasteland being seen as a naturally occurring ecology of Tamil land. In
modern Tamil, expressions such as ‘varanta nilam’, ‘vanam partta pami’
etc. are used to denote ‘arid land’; ‘rain-fed land’ respectively. The
expression ‘palai’ is used to denote ‘desert land’ (like Thar Desert) but,
palai does not form part of southern geography. Because of this it required
llampdranar, the commentator for Tolkappiyam, to explain that the landscape
of the wasteland (with which the term palai is associated) emerges when
other landscapes whither under the heat of the burning sun and palai is
seen as a mixture of Mullai (forest) and Kurifici (hilly) tracts, rather than as
a mere sandy area

9.2 But, Tolkappiyam (Marapiyal 18) and Akanan(ru 245) hold a surprise
for us by referring to Camel, an animal associated with deserts. In the
context of prescribing appropriate generic terms that are traditionally used
in poetry to denote the various baby-animals, Tolkappiyam informs that the
camel-calf is called ‘kanru’. It is relevant to note that in the Tamil poetic
conventions camel is not treated as a ‘constituent element’ (karupporul) to
the corresponding palai landscape. That means palai as a geographical
unit was not referring to ‘desert’ like Thar Desert but ‘desert like waste
land’. If so, what could be the rationale for Camel-calf being dealt with in
Tolkappiyam?

9.3 InAkananuru (245) we not only come across camels in wild, desert
like geo-setting but also find the description of starving camels desperately
eating white- bones there. The poem comes under the conceptual unit of
Palai (i.e. desert land). The relevant lines read as follow:

Ggers Gzdun usmis sumpsms

................ D4 1186807

GDILGEUTEmD WemTEIGS SST@eusT GisTeiny

SHRSTL QU LES s0EGLUS SiéGh

&TOlT(Has Salmell SNem. . | (245)
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9.4 Inthe above poem the poet talks about uncultured life in a
rough and tough landscape where the caravans of traders are attacked
and looted mercilessly. The poet talks in graphic details about the stony
expanse where the starving camels eat the scattered white-bones (of
perished animals) in desperate hunger. The poet even appellatively
describes the anatomy of camel with an emphasis on its ‘tough- leg’
(katurikal oftakam). This description adds to the understanding of the
toughness of the terrain. The author of this poem is one Maturai Marutan
llanakanar. As his name indicates he was a resident of Madurai. The
question is how and where this poet from Madurai could have witnessed
the scene of camel's eating white-bones in hunger in the backdrop of a
stony expanse where traders were transporting their merchandise. We are
not sure whether the traders were using the camels as beast of burden or
the camels were seen in wild. Whatever the case, this leads us to the
following questions: Whether Camel, an herbivorous, will really eat bones
and if so under what circumstance? The Camel-truth is as follow:

* When a camel travels across the desert, food may be hard to find. If
food is very scarce, a camel will eat anything--bones, fish, meat,
leather, and even its owner’s tent. ((http.//camelfarm.com/camels/
camels_life.html)

« Acamel can go 5-7 days with little or no food and water. Camels in
the wild eat whatever they can find, including even leather, bones,
seeds or dried leaves. (www.kidcyber.com.au/topics/camel.htm)

9.5 ltis clear that Camels do eat bone in the wild; not by choice
but out of desperation when they go without food for days together. If so,
how could a poet of Cankamn age from a ‘no-camel land’ could closely
observe the scene of camels eating bone and could provide a graphic
picture in his poetry? This would mean that the “extended geography” of
Cankam literature (not necessarily the actual physical geography of the
Cankam age and its polity) included a desert region where camels ate
scattered white bones in wild. The nearest desert to the Tamil country is in
Guijarat, where Late Harappan and post-Harappan cultures once flourished.
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It is relevant to note that Gujarat along with Maharashtra is counted among
five Dravidian lands (Pancha Dravida). This paradox of ‘bone-eating camel’
in the poetry compiled in the ‘non-desert, non-Camel’ Tamil geography can
be reconciled only by recognizing the fact that the pre-Cankam past of the
Tamils probably had a desert connection and the ‘bone-eating Camel and
this desert -experience first became part of oral poetry and later became
part of Cankam texts when the bardic oral literary traditions were given a
formal poetic expression when Cankam texts were compiled.

9.6 Ifso,isthere any other literary evidence or a potential clue
that could suggest a connection between Tamils of Cankam age or their
ancestors to the areas now form part of modern Gujarat? Answer to this is
available in Purananuru 201.

10. Vélir Migration from north-western geographies

10.1 Kapilar, a prominent poet of Cankam age addresses a VElir
ruler reminding him of his remote ancestors who once ruled a place called
Tuvarai.

BCw, e umed peufleustr HLefayuer Camearles

Q&Y yemsrpSupmin Cellsmr@e Liflene

o_GUTT F6DSS Gloum ILIesar(h

BrLS GsTaTLg eifipon abs

Couaflimsm GouGer (Umid. 201)
“Oh Velir among the Vélir! you are descended through forty-nine
generations of the lineage of unwearying liberality which arising out
of the water-pitcher of the Northern Sage, ruled over Tuvarai
surrounded by long and soaring walls made of bronze” he says.

10.2 The above legend is again recalled by Naccinarkkiniyar in
his commentary on Tolkappiyam. Commentators have identified Tuvarai
with Tuvarapati and Iravatham Mahadevan identifies Tuvarai with Dvaraka
in Gujarat and ‘Northern Sage’ with Akattiyar, the Tamil sage (Mahadevan,
2009).
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10.3 Thus the Cankam text not only provide evidence to the fact that the
bone-eating camels were part of the prehistoric geographies of the Tamils
(pre-Cankam Tamils) but also provide information locating the remote
ancestors of VElirs of Cankam age in late Harappan regions (modern
Gujarat), the geographies of the bone-eating camels.

11. Toponymic evidence for a ‘Dravidian Gujarat’

11.1  The Remnants of Dravidian name- heritage in the toponymy
of Gujarat can be traced in mulitiple ways.

Dravidian place name suffix occurring as a mono-word place name:
Malai, Palli, Padi

Exactly matching or showing close resemblance to the place names
attested in Cankam texts: Virai, Por, Mankudi, Pali, Thuvar,
Kachchh, Kural, Kurala, Bakrol, Pattan, Kadiyali

Place names that can be connected to VElir legend referred to in
Akam.201: Meru, Agatiya, Thuvar, Velala, Velpura, Velari, Vindh,
Kaveriya, Potiya

Place names that resemble the names of Tamil dialect areas
mentioned by commentators: Malai, Panri, Kuda, Vena

Place name that matches current place name in Tamilnadu: Eral,
Mankudi

12. Toponymic evidence for a ‘Dravidian Maharashtra’

12.1 There are 71 place names in Maharashtra with ‘Palli’ as
suffix. Kurumpalli, Singampalli, Arkapalli, Chirepalli and Tekampalli can be
cited as few examples. As many as 119 place names with ‘Ur’ as suffix can
be identified which include names such as Karur, Anjur, Manur, Penur, Anur,
Yelur, Alur, Kallur, Telur, lllur, Sellur, Malur, Madur, Badur and so on.

12.2 Besides, there are place names such as Karkudi, Torankudi,
Cholai, Malai, Mahalkadu, Chakadu, Manurwadi, Yelwadi, Kandarwadi,
Tamalwadi, Telengwadi, Tandalwadi, Cheravali, Tekavali, Kudavali, Narivali,
Kudavali, Vayal, Neri, Shivaneri, Atpadi, Karpadi, Parainar (Parainad),

NO. 77 JUNE 2010



204 JOURNAL OF TAMIL STUDIES

Italnar (Italnad), Akkarpatti, Sundarpatti and many such place names that
occur in Maharashtra confirm that place names in Maharashtra, where
archaeological evidence for late Harappan culture has been found , provide
the essential link between the late Harappan cultures and the Dravidian
south.

13. How these name transfers can be connected to IVC?

13.1 The names such as Korkai, Vaniji, Tondi and many other
names that are common to north-western geographies (Indus-Harappan
regions of modern Pakistan and adjoining areas) and Cankam Tamil texts
are not attested in Indo-Aryan literature and thus came to be inherited,
owned up and repeatedly used only by the Tamil speakers. As these names
are found in the Indus-Harappan regions questions arises as to how and
when these names travelled from one region to the other? Opinion may
differ when it comes to the direction of these name transfers. But, that
cannot take away the importance of these names being common to both
the regions and its relevance in identifying the language of the Indus script.

13.2 The names of KVT have not been attested in Vedic texts. If these
name transfers due to a large scale migration of people had taken place
during historic periods the event as well these names would not have
escaped being mentioned in the indo-Aryan literature. In the deep Dravidian
south, the compilation of Cankam texts can be anticipated to have been
preceded by a long period of oral tradition. This is evident from the fact
that many of these names were archaic when Cankam texts were compiled.
The very attestation of these names in the Cankam texts and the fact that
some of the personal names of Cankam texts which occur as place names
in north-western geographies also occur in the early inscriptions in
Tamilnadu provide a minimum guaranteed antiquity to these name transfers.

13.3 Cankam texts and Tamil traditions have clues to early migrations.
There is reference to VElir migration from Tuvarai (identified with modern
Gujarat) in ancient times. The knowledge about the bone-eating camels
which probably reached Cankam poetry through oral bardic minstre! poetry
stands witness to the journey of names, in other words the journey of a
civilization.
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13.4 Besides, the place names of many archaeological sites in south
India with Indus markers and evidence for Neolithic and other prehistoric
settlements are traceable in the north-western toponomies i.e. Indus Valley
and beyond. Place names such as Sanur, Arikeh, Virai (Iran); Tondi, Gorkai,
Tiruth, Kallur, Porewarai, Warigan, Mankudi (Gujarat in India) can be cited
as examples. These names suggest a sort of an indicative and tentative
‘archaeological context’ to these name transfers from the north-western
geographies. This also underscores the need for studying the directions
and trajectories of past migrations in the relevant contexts of spread of
farm cultures, irrigation and other technologies from the pre-Indus times
and till the spread of post-Harappan cultures.

14. Conclusion

14.1 Based onthese comparative Onomastic evidence and other
inputs available from the Cankam texts we may conclude that Cankam
texts can be a legitimate source material to identify the language of Indus
script. KVT complex that is common to north-western geographies and
Cankam text not only link the ‘deep Dravidian south’ to the geographies of
Indus-Harappan Civilization but also gives significant clues to understand
the trajectories of ancient Tamil migrations and by implication to the locus
of Tamil prehistory and their probable origins. Cankam corpus may not
provide a “Rosetta Stone” for deciphering the Indus texts but it promises to
be a meaningful touch-stone to test the validity of the ‘Dravidian Hypothesis.’

Notes

In Para 10.1, | have followed the translation of the relevant lines of
Puranantiru 201 by |. Mahadevan (2009).
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"We don't want wealth, O King"
The Prerogatives of Sangam Poets

P. Marudanayagam

Puranan(ru is not oral poetry written in praise of war and the other
characteristic virtues of a heroic age. It is consciously written, carefully
structured, technically sophisticated poetry in which learned poets treated
various themes which, as centuries passed by, served as the source of
many new genres such as tltu, arruppatai, palliyelucci, parani, kalampakam,
antati and different kinds of didactic poetry. As characterized by George
Hart, Puranandru is primarily a treatise on kingship and in many of its artistic
pieces, "well-languaged" poets tell the kings what they should be, how they
should act, how they should balance their responsibilities, how they should
treat their subjects, how they should show their generosity and even how
they should live their personal lives. In some poems, on certain occasions,
a few poets may flatten their patrons and speak ingratingly. But most of
them are aware of the dignified role they have to play as custodians of the
glorious culture and tradition of the age-old Tamil society.

The relationship between a poet and a king was not always the
formal relationship between a beggar and a giver or between a recipient
and a philanthropist or even between an artist and a patron. It could rise to
the level of a very close personal relationship, an intimacy of the type
between Atiyaman and Auvaiyar, Pari and Kapilar, and Kopperuficolan and
Picirantaiyar. The last pair has become a supreme example of archetypal
friendship though they became friends without seeing each other.
Kopperuiicolan starving himself to death in the rite of vatakkiruttal told his
comrades to make a place for Picirantaiyar since he was certain that the
latter would come and join them. Picirantaiyar did come and this unusual
happening is celebrated in a poem (Puram. 217) by Pottiyar, who says
that this would force one to wonder and wonder again and pass beyond
wondering.
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Some of the reputed Sangam poets did not hesitate to counsel the
kings and to admonish them when they went wrong. According to Purapporul
venpamalai, ceviyarivuruu is meant for teaching the kings noble thoughts.
Ceviyarai or ceviyarivuruu is defined by llampuranar as dinning into the
ears of someone the lesson that it is one’s duty to be restrained and humble
in the midst of the elders. Verses 2, 3, 5, 6, 35, 40, 55 and 184 tell the kings
how they should conduct themselves. The king is asked to be conscious of
his responsibility, to do everything to keep his land fertile, to patronize arts
by liberally helping all artists and to save the poor from poverty. Though he
is praised for his victories he is warned against indulging in too many wars
and causing mindless destruction.

When Colan Nalankilli besieged Uraiyur ruled by his own brother
Netunkilli, Kovarkilar asks them not to make fools of themselves by fighting
against each other.

Your enemy doesn’t wear the pale leaf

Of the great panai, or a chaplet from

The black-branched Vempu tree;

The garland you wear is dense with Atti;

The garland your foe wears is also the same;
Even if one is defeated, it is a defeat

For the entire clan; nor is it possible

For both to win; your deed is not

A matter of honour for your clan.

This enmity will only induce in other

Kings with their chariots waving

Banners sidesplitting laughter. (Puram. 45)

When Neturkilli hides himself inside Avir when that city is besieged,
he receives a stern rebuke from the same poet.

Together with their dark-skinned female herds
Not having their bath in big tanks, not being fed
On ghee-mixed rice rolled into balls, tuskers
Struggling to free themselves bend their posts,
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Sigh, shout like thunder, their hands sweeping
The ground; infants weep without milk, women
Tie up their flower-fost hair; for want of

Water there are cries from well-built houses;
Improper is your happy stay here, lord

Of a mighty horse unequalled in strength!

If you are virtuous, open the door offering

To fight. Being neither virtuous nor heroic,

But hiding yourself in your own place

Behind the doors of a well-fortified fortress

Is, if we ponder over it, a shameful act. (Puram. 44)

When Colan Kulamurrattut tuficiya Killivalavan tried to have the
children of Malaiyaman crushed to death by elephants, Kovdrkilar made a
touching appeal to the heartless king and saved them.

You are the descendant of one that relieved
A dove’s grief and removed many more
Miseries; these are the descendants of men
Who provided cool shade and shared their
Food with others fearing the poverty of those
Who eat by ploughing the fields of knowledge.
Seeing the elephant, these young children,
Who wearing their hair unoiled, have forgotten
To weep but are struck with a new fear

At the sight of many. If you have fully
Listened to me, you may do as you like. (Puram 46)

When a poet named llantattan was mistaken for a spy by Netunkill
and was about to be killed, Kovurkilar intervened and saved him by telling
the king that a poet's innocent harmless life is in no way inferior to a king's

proud life.
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These bards, looking for benevolent kings
Go from place to place like birds, travel long
Ungrudgingly, sing to the best of their
Ability with their imperfect tongues,
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Happily accept what is given, feed

Their flesh and blood, eat without

Saving and give without keeping.

Does this hard life in search of alms do

Any harm to others but for its victories

In poetic contests, its proud bearing,

Its delightful demeanour? It too has

The grandeur of the life of kings of

Growing fame like you who are endowed

With the wealth of ruling the earth. (Puram. 47)

A poet called Nariverut Talaiyar tells his benefactor, a Chera king,

You are the ruler of a land, in whose

Dense forest, tuskers roam like a huge herd

Of cows amidst buffalo-like dark stones;

O Lord, since you are what you are, | have

A word for you; avoid those that go to

An endless hell by being bereft of

Grace and love; protect your people like those that

Tend their children; reign of a nation is

An act of benevolence not easy to win! (Puram. 5)

Vellaikkuti Nakanar praises a Chola king to the skies but warns him

against ignoring the farmers:

NO.77

In this world of dense earth bordered by the sea,
Impregnable to the wind, domed by the sky,

The cool Tamil land is owned by three Kings

That have drum-beating armies; of these yours

Is the real reign; my lord! Even if the hot-rayed

Sun rises in all four directions and

The bright-rayed silver planet goes to the south

The cool lovely kaviri will, through its channels

Feed with water all the fields where sugarcanes

With swaying nodes and dancing white flowers look like
Heaped lances; yours is the real land: proud possessor
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Of this wealthy place! Listen, therefore, | have
Something that concerns you; when people pray for
Justice, as if virtue itself were the judge,

You, humble and accessible, are like the rain

That pours where a drizzle is begged for; your broad
Canopy that rivals the sky, dazzles the eyes

And looks like a thick cloud in the midst of

The vaulted heavens is not there to block

The sun but to protect the grieving poor;

Valavan with a pointed spear! The victory

Gained on the broad battlefield where groups of
Tuskers fight and lie scattered like pieces

Of the hollowed palmyra tree, when your

Warriors resist the onrushing army and laugh

Al the retreating backs, is due to the yield

From the fields furrowed by the plough share of
Your farmers; the world will blame kings if rains
Cease or the harvest declines or some harm

Is done by forces other than nature;

If you have realized it well and ignoring

Those that spread baseless slanders, if you
Alleviate the poverty of farmers that care

For the plowing oxen and save the citizens

From hunger, even foes will hail your feet!  (Puram. 35)

Maturai Marutanilanakanar tells a Pandya King that though triumph
grows out of the four divisions of an army, it is ultimately a King’s pursuit of
the high road of Righteousness that is still the root cause of his victory.

Like the one eye on the lovely crescent-shining
Forehead of the Lord with a stained throat, who,
From a big mountain-bow and a snake-string
Released a single arrow that ruined three forts
And won the war for mighty gods, you, Maran,
Wreath-adorned, are the best of the three kings;
A king's reign relies first on a just rule
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Though the four wings; indignant, murderous
Elephants; swift-footed head-strong horses;

Tall chariots with huge flags and strong-chested
War-loving soldiers may enhance its glory.
Don't let your law bend for the wicked because
They are yours and don’t do harm to the honest
Because they are others, being endowed with
The three, the ferocious heroism of the sun,
The softness of the cool moon and the cloud’s
Generosity and helping the poor,

May you live long, O dignified ruler,

For many more years than the sands gathered
Together in heaps by mighty winds on

The wide captivating shores of the sea
Assailed by white-headed waves in Centil
Where the formidable Vel forever lives (Puram. 55)

Picirantaiyar instructs a king in the art of collecting taxes from his
citizens.
The yield from the field of less than a ma
Will last many days if the ripe paddy
Is cut and the rice fed to a tusker
In mouthfuls; though the land may be more than
A hundred ceru if it enters alone
To eat, its legs will spoil more than what reaches
Its mouth; if the brainy king knows the way
To collect taxes, his land will prosper
After paying him a crore; if the ruler
Is weak in mind, always in the midst of
His clamorous clan that knows no rank,
If he desires enormous wealth got by
Killing love, as with the field the tusker entered,
He can't be fed and the world will be ruined. (Puram. 184)
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The exploits of a king or a chieftain on the battlefield are not always
praised by a poet with an eye on handsome rewards. Paranar, for example,
is extremely pained by the destruction caused by war and expresses his
agony in more than one poem.

What sorrow will afflict their kingdoms

Captivating and vast-spaced, with new

Income undiminished, where women decked

With ampal bangles after eating fresh aval

To their fill plunge into the cool river? (Puram. 63)

Itis the fate of the enemy’s land that looms large in his mind even
when he marvels at the might of llamcétcenni:

Swords, victorious, stained with blood, are beauteous
As the red sky; warring feet that move fast

On the field, anklets disfigured and smoothened,
Look like the horns of deadly bulls; shields pierced
By whizzing arrows, resemble training targets

That keep moving; urged by riders biding

Their time for attack, horses with reddening

Mouths injured by the bits move like tigers

That have drunk blood from the throats of their prey;
Elephants are like death that feeds on life,

With their white tusks blunted while breaking doors;
On a golden chariot drawn by majestic

Horses wearing waving plumes, you, in all splendour,
Shine like the red sun rising high from

The dark sea; since you are like this, the land

Of those that anger you will grieve and cry
Ceaselessly like the unfed orphaned child.  (Puram. 4)

Makatparkarici, a turai (situation) in which the hero who seeks the
hahd of one’s daughter is sternly rejected, has a fascination for Paranar. In
all the six poems of this type (Puram 336, 341, 343, 348, 352, 354) the
poet does not gloat over the rejection using the occasion to berate the
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enemy king or mock his audacity. Nor is the focus on the invincibility of the
girl’'s father or on her beauty. The poet, in all of them, is concerned with the
serious consequences, the havoc that may be wrought with the girl’s land
being uppermost in his mind. The mother of the girl is ironically chastised
for having reared, a beautiful daughter:

The king who wishes to wed her is enraged,
Her father will not discharge his duty;

The tuskers with big rings adorning

The tusks high on their lustrous faces
Refuse to be tied to the sacred tree;
Warriors on both sides, raising their
Shining spears, are tightlipped; numerous
Instruments unknown even to musicians
Are sounded; this ancient city, well-guarded,
Hard to overcome, is, alas, in a turmoil;
This woman without virtue is surely

An evildoer because she has become

The cause of this quarrel by raising her
Daughter with a pair of breasts young, erect
And lovely as the buds of a flowering

Konku tree on the victorious Venkai hill. ~ (Puram. 336)

In another piece, even a ladder is said to bemoan the inevitable destruction
of a city.

In Muciri, which has the roaring ocean

As its drum, where the paddy bartered for

Fish and heaped high on the boats makes it
Difficult to distinguish between boats and
Houses, and the sacks of pepper gathered in
The Houses make the latter look like the noisy
Shore and the gold wares brought by the ships
Are taken to land in boats across salt-pans,
Kuftuvan, its king, who has as much of

Toddy as water, who wears a golden garland,

NO. 77 JUNE 2010



We don't want wealth, O king” The Prerogatives of Sangam Poets 215

Gives as gifts goods from hills and goods from
The sea to those that come to him. Even if
You respectfully give as much of wealth

As that city has, she will not marry

Beneath her. So saying, her father will

Not give her. Because of this in the lovely
Large city where kites relax and rest on

The middle rampart of the fort, where paths
Hard to cross are guarded by warriors,

Even the ladders set by the enemies
.To scale the walls seem to be distressed. (Puram. 343)

The poet expresses his intense sorrow and utter disillusionment in yet
another poem and asks helplessly,

Since great warriors have gathered, her father
Who will not yield though kings confront him, sends
Them away fo give the spear with its sturdy shaft

A holy dip; in this city young girls play

In the water of a river at the entrance

To fertile fields and return to their rich

Homes carrying the valai fish chased by

A carp-catching crane. Will its beauty be
Destroyed by the pleasing deer-like gaze of

The lady whose arms are graceful as bamboo

With its large joinings and whose rising young
Breasts are spread over with spots of beauty? (Puram. 354)

There are two poems on the tragic fight between a Chera and a
Chola king which resulted in the total annihilation of the two big armies.
Kalattalaiyar's poem, graphically describing the utter devastation, ends
wishing the warriors eternal fame besides a place in the other world. But
Paranar’s poem underlines the futility of war hinting at the stupidity of the
two kings who waged a meaningless war and fell causing the desolation of

the two countries:
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Countless tuskers, arrows shattering them
were killed by soldiers, stopping them from
Doing any more deeds; all the horses

Famed for their conquest, perished in the field
With their heroic men; the warriors brought

In their chariots died en masse their shields
Hiding their eyes; the war drums, strapped
Well made, leather — bound were of no avail
Their bearers being no more; the kings
Fighting to the finish lost their lives, their
Sandal-pasted chests pierced by long spears;
What sorrow will afflict their kingdoms
Captivating and vast-spaced, with new
Income undiminished, where women decked
With ampal bangles after eating fresh aval

To their fill plunge into the cool river? (Puram. 63)

In a Kuruntokai poem by Paranar, a girl’s mother is asked not to be
as cruel-hearted as Nannan who refused to listen to the pleas of the innocent
maid’s father even though the latter was prepared to offer the chieftain a
gold statue of her weight and eighty one male elephants. The short poem
uses all the gruesome details to make the heart-rending plea effective.
From the stone inscriptions in the Masani Amman temple in Anamalai, it is
learnt that the temple was built in memory of an innocent girl put to death by
Nannan, the chieftain of Anamalai, one of the divisions of the ancient
Konkunatu. Anamalai was also known as Nannanir (Nannan'’s place) and
Umparkatu. The stone inscriptions state that Nannan raised a mango tree
on the bed of Aliya and proclaimed that none should cut the branches or
fruits of the tree. Ayoung girl who went to take bath in the river, ate a fruit
from the forbidden tree as it came floating down the river. The girl's father
was ready to give Nannan statue made of gold equivalent to the weight of
the girl and eighty-one male elephants as a compensation for his daughter’s
violation of the ruler’s order. But turning a deaf year to the importunities of
the father, Nannan killed her.
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From some of the Sangam poems it is evident that Nannan,
notorious for the murder of a girl was the ruler of Pali, Param and Pirampu
hills and his might struck terror into the hearts of his enemies. A short
Purananuru poem by Peruntalaiccattan is in the form of his reply to the king
llaviccikko who asks him why the poet chose to ignore him when he was in
the company of another king called llam Kanfirakko. He says,

Long ago, long long ago, to the delight

Of bards, when husbands were away

On the great slope of the hill whose top touches

The sky jeweled women would gift, depending

On their status, small-headed, soft-natured

Female tuskers; as Kantirakko is of

A clan of great fame | hugged him hard;

You also deserve to be hugged if you had

Not been in the line of Nannanrich in

Golden chariots; our bards have shunned

Singing your towering fragrant hill where

Moving clouds pour on the goddess-haunted slope

Because your doors are closed to wefl-languaged bards.
(Puram. 151)

Paranar is reported to have made concerted efforts to bring together
the great philanthropist Pékan and his wife who had fallen apart. He tells
the chieftain,

Fearing that the black soft-natured peacock
Will tremble in the cold, you mercifully
Gave your garment; Pekan of everlasting
Fame, you have virile tuskers and swift
Horses; we are nat famished, have no kin
To care for: playing the small yal with its
Stem dark as the kala fruit, to induce

Those that live foving music to sway to

The rhythm, we have come to tell you, “Lover
Of mercy! Do virtuous deeds!” This is

The present we beg of you: Tonight climbing
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The tall chariot with beauteous bells,
Go to the lady that stays away having
Been shunned and cure her sad illness.  (Puram. 145)

In another poem he chides the king using a harsh language and

giving all the heart-rending details about the condition of the latter’s wife:

Not to show your grace now is grievously
Wrong; when darkness descended we sang
A song with our small yal playing the cevvalj
Pan in praise of your forest that looked lovely
Receiving monsoon rains, her grief became
Uncontrollable, intermittent tears streaming
Down darkened her bejeweled bosom;
“Young lady, are you related to the one

That likes our intimacy?” We addressed

Her reverently; wiping her tears with her
Kantal-like fingers, she said, ‘listen to me!
We are not his relatives; desiring

The beauty of someone like us, they say,
Pekan of wide-spread fame visits everyday
Mullai-fenced Nallur in his noisy chariot.”  (Puram. 144)

There cannot be a more effective chastisement than this realistic

account of the uses of the abandoned woman.

That this episode about the estrangement between Pékan and

Kannakiis an actual historical occurrence is borne out by the fact that apart
from Paranar, three more poets including the formidable Kapilar have full ~
length poems on it. Kapilar wants to know from him who that woman is!
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Making many offerings to their god

The kuravar would pray “let clouds crowd round
The hill” and when it ceaselessly rains

“Let clouds rise above;” as rain changes its
Course, they would happily eat the millet

From the fields on the slopes of your hill;
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Pekan! you have swift horses, wage angry

Wars and give generously; who is that

Pathetic woman? yesterday, as my

Kith and kin, tired of its trip across

The wasteland, felt hungry, we stood before

A house outside the small town on the huge

Hill where the stream sounds like the beating

Drum, sang your glory and your hills; she couldn’t

Stop her ominous tears from wetting her breasts

And wept bitterly like a mournful flute. (Puram. 143)

Aricilkilar's advice to Pékan is more open and offensive.

We don't like to receive your generously
Given wealth of jewels; Pekan of bloody
Battles! When | sing with my small yal playing
The cevvali pan the glory of your good

Hilly land, if you desire to give a present

With love, let your horses be yoked to your
Tall swift chariot, my lord, so that your woman,
Pitiably weak, grief-stricken, may with sweet
Smoke perfume her soft densely gathered up
Hair resembling a peacock’s tail lifted by

The wind and wear a cool fragrant garland. (Puram. 146)

Emphasising the beauty of her hair that has been left unwashed
and undecorated because of her inconsolable grief, Perunkunrurkilar makes

a similar plea:
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If we have come to you playing the cevvali pan
On a small yal, having crossed many hills
Where streams roll down rocky caves, the gift
We desire from you is your going with us
Today to her so that, king of Aviyar,

The lady, who, mourning all alone,

Her eyes red, proud, cool, her skin pale and
Lovely, was listening yesterday to the sound
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Of sweet drops of winter rain, may wash her

Pitch-dark hair untouched by oil making it

Spotless as the polished blue stone and wear

A mass of fresh flowers strung together.  (Puram. 147)

It is Auvaiyar having 33 poems to her credit in Puranandru alone
and hailed as that “wonderful woman” by G.U.Pope, who seems to have
enjoyed an extraordinary social standing. There is a unique piece (Puram
367) said to have been addressed to the big three of her time, Céraman
Mavanko, Pantiyan Kanappér Tanta Ukkirapperuvaluti, and Célan
Irayactiyam Vétta Perunarkilli, when they were all gathered together. They
are rather brusquely told that since they are not going to be kings for ever
they should live life as it ought to be lived and, more importantly, be generous.

In another poem, Auvaiyar observes how a chieftain is extremely
discriminating in his treatment of poets and his enemy-kings. He is sweet
to poets just as an elephant settling into the water to clean his white tusks
at a bathing site is to the little children whom it allows to play with it whereas
he is bitter to his enemies just as that elephant becomes dangerous to
touch when it runs amok. '

The tusker lies down in the water-ghat

As children of the town wash its white tusks;

You are that sweet, O great lord, to us.

But it can’t be neared when it runs amok;

You are that harmful, O great lord, to foes.  (Puram. 94)

it may not be irrelevant to note here that Ramanuja makes use of the
same simile in his commentary on the Bhagavad Gita to describe Vishnu's
love for the virtuous and his ruthless treatment of the wicked.

The story goes that Atiyaman Netuman Afici sent Auvaiyar as an envoy
to Tontaiman and there is a poem packed with irony she is reported to have
sung when Tontaiman proudly displayed his armory to her.

These are placed in the guarded, spacious king’s place
Adomed with peacock feathers, weathered, their thick strong
Stems, be;autiﬁed, anointed with melted butter:
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Those are ever lying in the black smith’s small hut,

As their tips and joints are broken piercing the foes -

The sharp-tipped lances of my worthy king,

Leader of the poor kin, who, when there is much,

Will give food, when there is little, will share his own.
(Puram. 95)

Her remarks are bitterly sarcastic and she makes bold to hint at the
fact that Atiyaman’s weapons are overused in frequent battles whereas
Tontaiman’s, rarely required, can be publicly exhibited.

Even when her dearest patron, Netuman Afici, whose praises she
has sung in many pieces, delays granting her gifts, Auvaiyar doesn’t mind
teaching him a lesson.

Man standing guard over the palace,

Man standing guard over the palace,

You do not close the gate to the bards who
Lead the life of pleading for gifts with

A sense of dignity and who sow the seeds

Of wise words in the ears of the generous
And have the strength of heart to achieve
What they desire; does not the king with swift
Horses, Netuman Afici, know himself?

Does he not know me? This world is not poor
Enough to let the wise and the famed dje.

So we collect our ornaments and pack up
Our equipment; as the hand-skilled children
Of a carpenter who cuts trees go to

The forest with an axe, we go into world

And where we go, there we will have rice. (Puram. 206)

Itis Peruficittiranar who stands on his dignity and asserts his rights
on mote than one occasion. He gives a gruesome account of his poverty-
striken life when he pleads with Kumanan to alleviate the suffering of his
kith and kin but doesn’t hesitate to add,
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But I won't receive a Killer-tusker with big

Rising tusks gifted reluctantly; | will

Accept, gifted sv-u.:fly and swiftly, a thing

Small as kunri; Kumanan, with a sharp spear,

O revered prince, born in a family famed

And blameless, I, who, sang your glory,

Request you to bless me with that pleasure. (Puram 159)

When a chieftain called Veliman doesn’t treat him properly, the poet
teaches him a lesson by asking him to take the elephant given to him by
Kumanan.

You are not the only one that supports bards;

Bards are not in want of patrons; realize now

There are bards; realise now there are also

Those that support bards; the huge tusker handsome
Tied to your land’s guarded tree which is hurt by it

Is my gift; prince of a swift horse, | am gone. (Puram. 162)

Peruncittiranar was not prepared to accept the gift given by Atiyaman
Netuman Anici without seeing him.

Leaving behind many hills and mountains

| came to return with presents; taking pity

On me, he told his men, “Let him accept

This and leave.” But how did this ruler hard

To stop by enemies know me? | am not

A bard on business to accept this sent

Without his seeing me; it would be sweet

Even if bards are given a single millet

Seed and sent after their credentials are known. (Puram. 208)

The poem by Kaniyan Piinkunran, known for its cosmopolitan outlook
famously expressed in its first line “To us all towns are one, all men our kin”
ends on an equally wise note:

We marvel not at greatness of the great;
Still less despise we men of low estate.
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The poet contends that since this much praised life of ours is but a
fragile raft that goes on as fates ordain, there is no point in extolling the
greatness of the highly piaced or in censuring the lowly. Though the reason
that he gives may not be acceptable to some, the decision that he takes on
that basis is to be noted. That implies that he is not going to be intimidated
by the mighty, however highly placed they may be.

Poets are called the fountainheads of wisdom by Socrates. Here is
a galaxy which deserves that tribute. They considered it their duty to advise
the rulers even at the risk of losing their patronage. That they enjoyed the
right to do so is abundantly clear from the poems included in Purananiru.
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