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FOREWORD

Dr. V. RATHINASABAPATHY
The Dr S. Radhakrishnan

Institute for Advanced

Study in Philosophy

University of Madras

At the outset, I appreciate the effort taken by the Inter-
national Institute of Tamil Studies, Adayaru, Madras, to release
this second volume of the series of Tolkappiya-Urai-valam.
Tamilians have got every right to.feel proud of Tolkappiyam
and they owe a debt of gratitude to both the Director of the
said institute and the editor, Prof. A Sivalinganar for the work,
Tolkappiya-Urai-Valam-Nul-Marapu.

The writing of this foreword gives me a golden opportunity
of reading together with the editor and thus refreshing my know_
ledge of Tolkabpiyam which I had the privilage of studying
1952-1953, as a student of Tamil Vidvan Course, under my
learned professors, a good team of critics including our editor,
a reputed professor A. Sivalinganar, at Sivathiru Sivajnana
Balaya Swamigal Tamil Kalloori, Mailam.

It is hoped that this volume will be found useful not only
by the scholars who study criticaily the text Tolkappiyam, but
also by those who are eager to get a comprehensive view about
Tolkappiyam. The present editor has tried the younger genera -
tion to get profit fully by the labours of those earlier in the field.
This volume proves that the editor is the marvel learning, in
width as well as depth, with remarkable powers of clear thought
and simple but forcible expression and an indefatigable worker
in finding the heart of Tolkappiyar. By his sincerity and devo-
tion to the work, he enlarges the scope of this Tolkappiya-Urai-
Valam-scheme beyond what was originally intended. The follo=
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wing points,of the editor’s critical statements will make scholars
to feel proud of this magnificient work. I am confident that
those who enjoy with a critical mind of high calibere, will make
the fullest and most fruitful use of this master piece.

1. grerwory2aeyh prouradd ‘smagrd’ aarUsSHSY
' ufers syupper starudmssarid (Us 59.)

2. ‘uor’ ererp Sjerayts QuuflddBbH ‘wrsHmr’ apdms
serib (us.61)

3. WerdueLQusH cTaTuS @D QAsTauTLTi Glerd
LIt STSTUSPGS Sriiyw Freér g (us.69)

4, gapur 11é Qerbyreori @b pub s@S00U0 DS
T eTDUSPSGS SHb alardsid (Us 82) ;

5. ‘orer @asrs Hupewau wHCp’ erHTH prHUT ST
@arrs HupesywpCp srarpisTar GQobImEs Casw @G
THUSDSGS SMHlb Sryewrid (us.94-95)

6. eTEmATID TETLAN msFD SIToGTr@ ST UGS
wuBs aTaTUSPHGE Fa PUGUDILL S (us 128)

7. &, &, o aaruaTBar sl S @BUAUTGmer
e s Pl STt B, @), & TOTES GUART THTUMDD DDIS
G wep (us.133)

(Cugih udaarCagin aflacd, AoGa Csr@ssy
Quppar.)

A word of apology is needed for me to invite the attention
of the scholar, asking them to reconsider the underlying truth
of the first chapter—Niul-marapu and to include my findings into
this treatise which is the result of the presumptuous attempt of
the editor, a scholar of rare eminence. I owe a debt of gratitude
to Dr. S.V. Subramanian, Director of the institute and to my
teacher Prof. A. Sivalinganar for allowing me to write the same.

Nal-Marapu is the first chapter of the fir:t division—
Ezhuththu of Tolkappiyam. Of all the twenty seven chapters of
the three divisions of Tolkappiyam, we have got only four chap-
ters ending with the word Marapu. The first division Ezhuththu



provides three chapters—Nul-Marapu, Mozhi-Marapu and
Thohai-Marapu. Col, the second division admits one chapter by
Vili Marapu.

It is the general statement that the sacred books of India
are only the Vedas. Each and every Veda is ended with the
Upanisad by which the Upanisad, the last part of the Veda, the
concluding portion of the Veda is popularly known as Vedanta.
Vedanta or Upanisad is neither an appendix nor a collection of
the exemptional rules, but it is the gem of the Veda, the source
of all critical enquiry and the secret message of the entire Veda.
Similarly, the ending portion of the last part of the manumental
Tamil Grammar Tolkappiyam is on Marapu. Tolkappiyam
origins from, ends with Marapu. The chapter on Marapu, the
ending portion or concluding portion of Tolkappiyam must be
the source for the heritage of the Tamils, the only source for the
tradition of all sides of the life of the people of the Tamilnadu.
But the chapter on Marapu or Marapiyal is found full of contra-
dictions. Many verses are criticised by the scholar as inter-
polations. Dr. Tlakkuvanar has provided a separate chapter
for interpolations. The first two divisions, Ezhuththu and
Col are not so affected by interpolations but the third one, the
book on porul, the very resourceful cultural treasure of the
Tamils, the heart of Tolkappiyam is poisoned by the insertion
of the interpolated verses. ¢‘Such interpolations are found only
in the book on porul”, is the statement of Dr. Ilakkuvanar.

A word of explanation is a needful one on Marapu. Marapu
is understood as usage or tradition. Ngl-Marapu the first
chapter is explained as book usage, Marapu as tradition. Many
verses reveal the feeling of Tolkappiyar on Marapu. Instead of
giving explanation on Marapu, he defines Marapu. The very
first line of the first verse of Marapiyal defines Marapu as
“wrppmer Ppdear wry’’— the established usage of great
excellenee. Marapu is defined as one which is unchanged.
Strictly speaking marapu is not one which is unchanged, but it
is one which cannot be changed. Tt is not a negative character
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of marapu but itisa positive as well as unique quality of
marapu. By his explanatory notes on marapu, Dr. Ilakkuvanar
says that ¢'Literature in made up of words. Words also have
birth and death; degradation and cevalions. In the evolution of
language the words have ups and downs. Their meanings are
either restricted or expanded. The authors of literature must be
fully conversant with all these.

Kutti and Kanru denote the youngs of animals, yet, Pasuk-
kutti and Kurangukkanru are not the forms of usage. Pasuk-
kanru and kurangukkutti are the usual forms.So the words come
to possess some usage as their own in course of time. This
traditional use of them is called marapu in Tamil. About such
traditional usage are dealt with in the last chapter of porul.”

If we carefully analyse this chapter Marapiyal, it is the
fact that Tolkappiyar himself admits changes. From the verses
of 91 and 92 in marapiyal, we know that' changes are not
- allowed in the traditional usages; only in poetry which must go
in accordance with the usage if the usage is affected by changes,
a particular word losing its mzaning, will denote the meaning of
other word, gradually all the words will lose their original
meanings and finally they become meaningless. But this rule is
only to poetry. The verse 61 in marapiyal prescribes a rule
which contradicts previous rules. According to this verse, we
get examples to  the changes of usage. After mentioning
changes, the verse prescribes a rule that as these are found in
the long usage these cannot be avoided by those who are well
versed in the study of language. If we admit this rule, we are
in a position to feel our inability to give a right answer to the
question what is marapu. Any usage which is admitted by the
folklore must be admitted in poetry as marapu. It makes us
to go further and so admit marapu as the usage of many and
customs of majority. According to the scholars, it is a mute
problem which is unsolved even to-day. Is it really be so?

Tolkappiyar solves this problem in two stages. (1) The
uysage of folklore is expressed in Tamil as e s apsg. The
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Tamil concept & s e@pss is known by English as the factual
usage as found in day-to-day life. Tolkappiyar fundamentally
differs form this view. The word e-esib does not indicate a
mass of people. The usage of the majority of the people or
factually used by the people in their day-to-day life is not
admitted as Marapu. Tolkappiyar admits 2. ®sd by e wip
Gamir. Greatmen are conceived as ulakam. Next to this he
immediately gives the critarian on which the great men are
conceived by us. Men of the great are the master of the world.
They are able to determine the eventual activities of world. In
other words the functions of the world arc under the guidance
of such individuals. In Purananuru, it is explained that the
very existence of the world is protected by the existence of such
persons. The characters of such persons are seen in that
stanza which starts with ‘“‘e.ewLrembwn @Gadrymsi’® The
verse 93 of Marapiyal says that the origination and maintenance
of usage will remain on Upyarnthor (ewip@gsri). There is
also another reason that what is meant by ulagam it is nothing
but Uyarnthor (e-wipS8sri) for, the maintenance of the world
remains with them.

(2) Inthe second stage, Tolkappiyar establishes Marapu
by A pawr. Ao palwrflorssi are conceived as Uyarnthor
by Tolkappiyar. They are able to determine the destiny of the
world. :

Modern scholars admit language or word as a vehicle which
carries the ideas. It admits the relation between words and
their meanings is external. This externalrelation will not imply
the inner feeling of an individual. Therefore we admit a state-
- ment that words by their nature are unable to express our feelings
fully, This implies incompletness of the word. On the contrary,
our ancient Tamils acceptone compound word-Be»poiard.
Tolkappiyam and Tirukkural admit the existence of such

person who possess ccempleteness in language (/8 ewpGuord
wrpsi). They have attained the ideal or norms of language. If

we accept this concept Bewpolord we must find out the rules
by which we can transfer our vehicle words into BHe»p@iorg.
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Niraimozhl is often misrepresented as secret formula of
the Vehicle of mystical power. If it is true Mandhiram can not
be considered as one of the poetic compositions (wriiy). In
Ceyyuliyal, Tolkappiyam admits seven forms of poetic composi-
tions. among the seven kinds of Yappu (wwiirf), Vaimozhi is
explained by Tolkappiyanar as Mandhiram. Dr. [lakkuvanar
has explained Vaimozhi as the book of morals. According to
Tolkappiyar  Vaimozhi, Niraimozhi, Maraimozhi, and
Mandhiram are synonyms. Since Vaimozhi and Mandhiram
are identical with each other. Tolkappiyar, when he is going to
explain Vaimozhi, he defines Mandhiram as the Maraimozhi
which are produced by the persons who possess the completeness
in words, with the guidence of Anai. By Dr. Ilakkuvanar, we
know that Mandhiram is the formula sworn in the name of
great men whose words never fail. Dr. Ilakkuvanar is of the
opinion that a person can sworn on his mother or his father
as grular GCue YW YONG ShHewS5CLD DD,
By Sangam classics, we admit it as Ompadaikkilavi (g@uueL-&
ferefl). Maraimozhi is also admitted by Tiruvalluvar and he
explains it that Maraimozhi which prevails eternally in this world
will reveal the greatness of those who possess the completeness
of the word. The couplet runs as follows:

Ben pGlorf wrp s QU@ B S s
weso poloryd sriy &9@1h.

Tiruvalluvar avoids two expressions of Anai and;Mandhiram,

Maraimozhi is not the secret word or the word of secret
mystical formula. Itis moral judgement or ethical principle.
By our sangam classics, it is Kilkanakku (£pésemss). Out of
36 books of Sangam literature, 18 books remain as Melkanakku
and 18 books are of kilkanakku. Melkanakku is a compilation cf
life events of our ancestors. Kilkanakku is ethical principle
drawn from the life events of our ancestors. Any basic principle
or underlying truth drawn from our experience is Marai.
Marai is nothing but truth which is unalterable. Tirukkural is
identified as Qurguweop by which one cannot think that Tiruk-
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kural is the book of secret mystic formula. It is the book of
ethical codes. Satyagraha is the Maraimozhi of Mahatma
Gandhiji and it is also called Gandhiji’s Mandhiram. Satyagraha
is the test of truth practised by Gandhiji.

Maraimozhi is unrefutable because the truth of it is estab-
lished by the practice of moral codes. It is Mandharam(wrs sy ib)
of Mandhar (wrpsi) like Valluvam of Valluvar. Maandharam
(erpagid) is the Maraimozhi or Moral judgement of Nirai-
mozhi Mandhar. wrBsrib becomes wpsrib. To bring out
this connections, Tolkappiyar introduces first Vaimozhi and
explains the same as Mandhiram. What is meant by Vaimozhi?
From vaimozhi we get the concept of Marapu.

One must know the secracy of link which connects sound
which denotes a thing and thing which is denoted by the sound.
There are the two worlds, the world, of sound and the world of
thing, which are interconnected and are given to our experience
for getting complete knowledge.

From the world ofsound, we get a name, a word which
denotes thing. Similarly from the world of the basic substance,
we get a thing which is called by a name. The connection of
these two is made by certain basic principles. The basic principle
or the truth on which a name (sound) and a thing (substance)
are connected is identified as Aanai. One who knows this Aanai
through his experiences is able to get the power of producing
Niraimozhi and he becomes Niraimozhi mandhan whose greatness
is established by his Maraimozhi which prevails in the world.
The Aanai is marapu.

B B 8 euafll xbBur® b gib
GNP S WUSSID 2 WS NS elsir

Qo Haeor spibured Quisd ApY alPrevd
Siflefeh Geretlor® swrsd Gasbr@ib.

is the 90th verse of Marapiyal, The first two lines of this
verse explain the five kinds of basic substance and two kinds of
combinations. This is related to the world of things. The
third line of this verse¢ explains the nature of the sound world
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which is of two and five in its divisions. There are two words
auprenw, Hfleddbsred establish the nature of Marapu. Itis
my humble opinion that this verse must be the first verse of
Marapiyal.

The word Aanai (@pe»eor) which is used by Tolkappiyar in
his verse 176 of Ceyyuliyal is identified as Nul (gred). On this
principle, Nal-Marapu becomes the title of the first chapter of
Ezhuththu. I have already written a lengthy explanation of Nl
in my paper on Tolkappiyam, published by the same institute

under the scheme of the Heritage of the Tamils—Language and
Grammar on 1980.

Though I made a justification about the first chapter of
Ezhuththu as Nalmarapu, still I have a doubt about the title of
the first chapter. ‘Ezhuththu Murai’ (erpSsyapenp) must be
the title of the said chapter, because Panamparanar, in his
Cirappuppayiram, mentions as ‘“Lwrisrwr9ar ayWsSSH LD
srLg”,

In Tolkappiyam as a whole, we have only four significant
chapters which are entitled with a word—Marapu. The ordi-
nary sound modifies itself into four stages, and in the fourth
stage the sound becomes Niraimozhi. In the first stage, the
sound becomes Ezhuththu, next to this, Ezhuththu becomes an
organ of the word, in the third stage, we get the same sound as
word. These three developments are clearly explained by the
three chapters—Nul-Marapu, Mozhi - Marapu and Thokai-
Marapu respectively. ViliMarapu is the fourth significant
chapter where we know the character of Niraimozhi. The
unchanged aspects of the grammar of the Tamil language
are dealt with these four chapters. The development of the
sound process with the things and the secracy of the connection
between the two are the implications of these four chapters for
which Tolkappiyar includes the word Marapu in all the four
significant chapters.

According to this plan, the first chapter of Ezhuththu deals
with Ezhuththu which is the first modification of the sound.
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It is true that all are influenced by scientific knowledge.
Scientific knowledge is differentiated from ordinary knowledge
since the former is recognised as a system of knowledge. For
example, we may consider the difference in between the books
which are in a library and the books which remain as a heap.
Library books are under the condition’of a system which is
nothing but a principle of commission and omission. Similarly
a systematic knowledge about a field is considered as a scientific
knowledge about a particular field. Now, we may raise one
question. Knowledge is a scale by which one can weigh the
merit and demerit of the worldly things. What is the scale to
weigh the merit and demerit of the knowledge? It is the first
duty to acquire the basic factors by which one can understand
right knowledge. Where from does knowledge originate? What
are the ways of knowing? what are defects in erroneous know-
ledge? All the departments of science dzal with their subject
matter with the scale—kanowledge. What is the name of the
department which deals directly to the merit and demerit of the
kaowledge-scale? All the scieatific investigations, scientific
judgements about the things, judgements about knowledge,
moral etc are recanalysed and critically reenquired by one dicip-
line —philosophy. Thisis the reason by which philosophy is
admitted as the science of sciences, we must know the truth that
philosophical explanation of anyone is nothing but scientific
explanation of the same. Tolkappiyar wants to explain Tamil
language scientifically adopting philosophical Method.

Tolkappiyar adopts the principle of Verifiability on which
all grammatical rules of the Tamil language are explained.
Though he is influenced by G>d consiousness, he does not want
to say that the Universe is' created by God. Likewise, he does
not indicate anything which is related to spiritualism or mysti-
cism such as the language is the outcome of the God, the mea-
ning of the word is initiated first to the seers by the ultimote
reality etc., The following will reveal his favour in adopting the
principle of verifiability for his very plan of work.



xvii

In the last verse of Pirappiyal of Ezhuththu, Tolkappiyar
mentions two stages of the sound air of Ezhuththu. The air-
sound-which is invoked inside the body is named as 2&S0s51
suelulsms. After the release of the same air-sound from mouth
it is identified as TP P LUPS P QMFEGID Gt eiaflulans
The timing of the air-sound which moves upward inside the
body is clearly calculated and stated in the books of the scholars
who make special study of them. Without having said about it,
Tolkappiyar says, I have described only the timing of the air-
sound which sounds externally and is the subject for the external
sensuous experience. It is by this reason he hesitates to state
the timing of the inside sound and he prefers the external sound
because it will be the subject for the principle of verifiability.

To start with, Tolkappiyar analyses scientifically the
nature of this perceived world. This perceived world is philoso-
phically known as a compound material thing effectuated by the
five different constituents which are the five physical substances.

Thdugh he does not want to express that the world is
created by the supreme Reality he is against to the following
views.

1. This perceived world is the effect of the four physical
substances which are Earth, Water, Fire and Air.

2. In the process of evolution, Earth, Water and Fire are
the three physical substances which are the basic principles.
From these three, the other two are produced. Later on these
five substances are the material substances, from which this Uni-
verse is effectuated.

Tolkappiyar admits four divisions of the land geographi-
cally, in porul, and adds one more division of the land. Tol-
kappiyar critically analyses the psychological factors of human
experience. There are five psychological experiences which are
admitted by Uripporul.Of all the three divisions of substances—
Mudhal,Karu and Uri—Uripporul is superior than the other two
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divisions. Since Tholkappiyar is in a position to admit five
kinds of psychological experiences which are independent, he
admits five divisions of land. Because of the phychological
experimental analyses, he admits five divisions of land. Palai
is admitted by Tolkappiyar for providing a land for the psycho-
logical experience—Pirithal. Psychological experiences are due
to the influence of the land. Because of our experience, we
admit five divisions as Punarthal, Pirithal, Iruththal, Irangal and
Udal. On the basis of the five mental experiences he admits
five divisions in land. '

Similarly Tolkappiyar admits five kinds of sensual experi-
ences. If we admit the senses which are five in number, we
must include five different objects which are the subject matters
for the sensual experiences. Further, we admit that the objects
which are the subjects for the experiences of the senses, the
object must be the combination of the five difference substances.
By these facts based on the nature of the sensual experiences he
admits five physical substances which are different from each
other. Rejecting the view that there are three substances which
are the basic materials and from these three, the other two subs-
tances are produced, Tolkappiyar admits five independent
seperate substances for the evolution of the world. On the
basis of these five divisions Tolkappiyar establishes five short
vowels which are independent. While some scholars admit sy,
@), & are the basic, independent vowels and er and g are the
secondary vowels, Tolkappiyar establishes five basic principles
on the principle of verifiability in physics and psychology.

Of all the five physical substances, Ether or Akasa, being
the fifth phisical substance, is experienced by our senses through
the sound which is the quality of Akasa, Akasa is imperceptible
and all pervading physical substance. It is all-pervading in the
sense that it has an unlimited dimension and its quality, sound,
is perceived everywhere. Similarly, touch is the quality of air.
The sense of touch is sensed by our body. A substance is the
support of both quality and action; a quality is a static character
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o'f' things, but an action is dynamic.  All actions or movements
must subsist in limited corporeal substances such as Earth,
Water, Light and Air. But there can be no action or motion in
the all-pervading substances like Akasa* There cannot be no
movement of an all-pervading thing, because it cannot change
its position. Akasa has only the quality of sound. Air has
both static quality of touch and dymamic quality of action—
movements. Sound is sensed by us when the Air touches the

quality of the Ether by movement, a dynamic quality of action
of Air.

Because of its dynamic quality of action movements Air is
identified as uir in Tamil, (uir - 2 u9#) a noun of its essentiality
(QupaAuwir) because of its action—Uirththal (297 G se), when
Uir (e-u®i) being QupGuwi of Air, is used to denote the
spiritual substance soul, it acts as metonymy (=p@GolLiwi).

The dynamic quality or action of the Air or the movement
of Air is of two kinds-—moving through the Ether without
taking any special form and Crossing the Ether with a rounded
form. By depressing its original form, Air becomes a rounded
formed one as we seen a cyclone (s srpg). When the Air
rotates itself or depresses itself by its vibratory nature, it be-
comes subject to our percept on. Air, by its nature, is imper-
ceptible, but it has form. When it rotates or depresses its
nature, it is perceptible and is seen as a dot. This significant
form of this Air is identified in Tamil as e_L_Gug yerafi @ .
The Air by its imperceptible form and perceptible form (-
Qugiyeraf @ ) functions its movements. Because of these two
forms, the movements of Air are known by two different kinds
of actions— (puiflue ‘2ulirSs6e 2HECp).

Similar to this perceived physical world, human body also is
composed of five basic physical substances, for the benefit of the
owner of the body. The possessor is different from the posses-
sions and the former has every right to use the latter which
works under guidence of the former. The human body being an
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effect of the enert material substances, needs a guidence of a-
intelligent one known as soul, a spiritual substance and is bas
cally different from the body.

When the soul wills to utilize the several faculties of t
body, it becomes a prime-mover of all sorts of function. Ti
soul initiates the effort which is characterised as effortless-effor
To invoke sound, the material cause of the language as well as
the quality of Ether, the soul touches the Air, making it to
function. When the Air is initiated to function in a particular
way and the Air which remains inside the body, starts to func-
tion, moves upward and passes through the Ether. This is othel
wise mentionel by the Tamil grammarians as

Beop e udi pupAulsr e draiefll gigiu

As we mentioned above, the two kinds of functions of the
Air are clearly stated by Tolkappiyar in the 17th verse of the
first chapter of Ezhuththu. The following explanation are useful
for understanding the philosophical inquiries made by Tolkap-
piyar, with the adopting of the principle of Verifiability.

The verse 17 of the first chapter of Ezhuththu admits the two
kinds of function of the Air in view of making materials to lan-
guage, by its fourth line which runs as

puIflue e uirs s HCP

The subject of the e udir S50, a predicate is mentioned by Tol-
kappiyar as mey. The Tamil word Mey means form. A sound
unit or erag$gi is mentioned as Mey. Any alphapet or TS
which is known by traditional names either as e-uli or as Gindd,
is of form. Itis absurd that the vowels have no forms and
only the consonants have their forms. Since, the combination
of sound and air which are physical substances, becomes
ezhuththu.[Tolkappiyar differentiates the two kinds of ezhuththu
on the basis of the two kinds of functions. Theexpression—
Lyeir afl @leveor eredeom Gowiujih—indicates the combination of the
imperceptible forms of Air and sound the quality of Ether with-
out taking a significant form yerefl. It is By®=@® —impercept-
ible form.
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s The subject ‘Mey’ bas two functions. All Mey without
_’}g.]:ing special form—(yereafl) is known as Aru-Uru (Simeis)
rimperceptible form). This process is known as the first kind of
Uirththal which starts with the sound *«’. The first two lines of
aifie verse runs as ’
9L yerefl e er e Guiugih
. Soas a8 Jerdur Guiissgub |
The first word of the second line is seen now as e Ge-@. It
is my humble opinion that @yme_@p is the suitable term.

Then, the second kind of action—=a.uliS seb is explained
by the third line. The first word the remaining (gsmer), Mey
is the subject of this verse. Except =me-@, the remaining is
e me @, Mey with special form ydrefl. goear, emGair@®
e Ge) HAbs euwlisséd. The remaining Mey, the perceptible
form is yerefl, the sound having already a form but impercepti-
ble, now undertakes a significant form —ijsirefl. This sort of
Mey is known as e @+a@. The function of this kind of

e udiSs6 is one which undergoes changes. The remaining two
lines run thus.

oo o (BCGaur® e-me) HhpHuliSSb
uifluew e ulirsse Gmo.

The following table will illustrate the fact

1. yerafl Gever - S5 D Srolor®
[T 17] n_uir'r,é,ssﬁ
Vowels imperceptible To start with the
' form of letter ¢y’

Sound & Air
2. gemar (6lw) e He-(H e e SNk
: 2 uli S B6d
Consonants Perceptible form at the time of
of e uli S 6
- Sound and Air changes are
- (yeirefl) occurred,

épf—c
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It is also necessary to inquire the meanmg of the word—
Ezhuththu,

Through the Ezhuththu, we sense the Ether by sound actu-
ated by the Air. So we have the experience of the two senses.
Ether by sound, Air by action and we use two different senses
hearing and touching. The imperceptible but all pervading
Ether by its quality of sound and imperceptible but limited per-
vading Air by its action and quality of touch.

The action of evoking the Air and actuating it upward move
ment is named as erpUsed. This is the action of the soul.
The upward movement of Air is eTape ge&. When the sound
which is actuated by the two kinds of actions or by the two
kinds of Uirththals and which is sensed by the joint enterprise
of the two senses, it is Ezhtuthu. The sound by which we get’
Ezhuththu is identified by Tolkappiyar as euafludems. It is the
combination of the Air, the substance and isai a quality of
Ether. This combination is unique. In eefluliems, the first
word indicates the physical substance. Here vali, the Air and
its quality touch and its two actions are fully sensed by us. And
its second word Isai, Sound in sensed by us as a quality of Ether.
These two substances are different by their nature. Ether is all
prevading imperceptible substance and it has only quality, but
it has not action quality. Air is also imperceptible but limited
pervading substance and it has both quality and action. The
Ezhuththu is vali isai, through” which we sense two substances
of limited pervading and all pervading substances with the
qual.ty and action quality of the limited pervading substance

Air, and the quality sound only ‘without having the substance
Ether, for which we use two senses in one particular way.

From the foregoing statements, we may come to the follo-
wing conclusions. Tolkappiyar adopts the basic prmc1p1e of
verifiability in phychology and physics, establishes the rules
which are concluded by the scientific method of objective verifi-
ability, defines, "Marapu, Niraimozhi, Vali Isai, Ezhuththu and
other related terminologies suitably to the mind of the critics.
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T am not in a position to mention all the research findings
on which the first chapter is admitted as wwEsTLrSOT TS
wep. ButIam sure that I will utilize all the underlying
principles in the forth coming three significant chapters —Mozhi
Marapu, Thokai Marapu and Vili Marapu.

I am deeply grateful to two persons who have very a ffectio-
nately encouraged me in my studies in this special branch—
Grammar. They are Dr. S. V. Subramanian, Director who has
kindly asked me to write a foreword to the present work by
which I was forced to work on it and my revered teacher Pro-
fessor A. Sivalinganar. To have known them has been a major
fortune in my life, by which I am still engaged in developing my
research to get a glimpse of the vast ocean of the grammatical
heritage of the Tamil that lies before me.

This is my heart felt fealing that the larger contribution
made by this volume is to be understood, not in terms of the
solution of the grammatical questions, but rather in terms of
finding the underlying truth on which the whole culture and
civilization of the tamils are glorified. It marks a significant
step in the appreciation by the scholars of the philosophy of
language and of the clues which such appreciation can give for
an understanding of the critical mind of our  ancestors like Tol-
kappiyar. I hope that this volume will stand as an immutable
iron pillor in the midst of critics and throw the eternal light to
the mind of scholars of this globe.

Madras.5 V. Rathinasababathy
1.12.1980 : & .
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TOLKAPPIAM
Preface

In the good part of world where Tamil is spoken Between
Venkadam on the North and Kumari on the South

From the two sources usage, and composition

Having made research on letters, words and literature,
Having found the original works which are in vogue in the land
of chaste Tamil

And having thought over them in order

The great renownedascetic, making himself known
As Tholkappiyam, well-versed in Aindram compiled the great
work of spotless nature and established its greatness by .expoun-

ding clearly the order of letters, words etc., the intricacy being
made known

In the great assembly of scholars convened by Nilamtharu
Thiruvin Papdiyan

Under the presidency of the teacher of Athankodu, a great
preacher of virtues, well-versed in four Marais.

Translated by:
S. ILAKKUVANAR —Panambiranar



TOLKAPPIAM
Specific Preface

In the beautiful world

which speaks Tamil

between : | |
Northern Venkatam and Southern Kumari
he explored

the sounds, the words, and the things,

and he has fathomed '

both the common and the literary speech,
and enquired into ancient books

which were in vogue in the land of chaste Tamll
and he designed a perfect plan

gathering knowledge as of spotless nature;
he, the ascetic

renowned in ample fame,

who revealzd his name as Tolkappiyan
versed in aintiram,

surrounded by surging waves;

and he has unfolded the system and the order
which starts with sounds, :
in a clear and unbewildering course;

and he dispelled the doubts

of the Teacher of Atankostu

ripe in the wisdom of the Four Vedas;
whose tongue resounded with virtue;
in the assembly of the Pantiyan,
glorious and land-bestowing.

Translated by: '
KAMIL ZVELEBIL —Panambiraniy
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8.

NUONMARABU

The letters are said to be

From ‘a’ to ‘n’

Thirty in number

Excluding the three, the occurrence of
which depends upon others.

They—the three—-are

Shortened ¢i’, shortened ‘u’

And aytham, formed of three dots, having
the nature of the letters (above referred).

Among them

a, i, u, e, and o, these five (are)

Fach having one unit of sound (Mattirai)
Said to de short vowels.

i, i, @, &, ai, 0 and ou, these seven (are)
Said to be long vowels,
Each having two units of sound.

No single letter has three units of sound.

If lengthening is wanted, the linguists say,
“Add the letter of required unit of sound”.

Time of twinkling of the eye or ‘Nodi® from the unit of
sound, the linguists say.

The twelve letters ending with ‘ou’ are called vowels,



PHONOLOGY
Chapter I: Basic rules of the book

Those which are termed the eluttu are sald to be _
thirty in number :

beginning with a

[and] ending with n :
except the three the occurrence of whlch (o
depends upon others.

They [the three] are

the over-short i, the over-short u,

and the three dots : :
called aytam, similar to a eluttu (‘letter’).
Among them,

the five sounds

a,i,u,e, o

have each one measure:

[and] are called short sounds.

The seven sounds
a,i,u,e,ai, 0, au

have two measures each
[and] are called long sounds.

One [single] sound has never three 'measures.

Learned men say that, if lengthening is needed,

the [sound] of that measure should be produced and
added.

. According to the view of those who have

understood accurately,

one mdttirai is the time taken by a wink of the eyes
[or] a snap of the fingers.

The twelve phonemes ending with au

.. are called vowels.
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11.
12,

13.

14.
15.
16.
17.

18'
19.
20.

21.
22.

XXX

The eighteen letters ending with ‘n’ are called conso-
nants.

The vowel, even when j Jmmng the consonant will not
lose its nature. -

The unit sound of the consonant is said to be half.

The other three stand in the same aforesaid nature.

The consonant ‘m’ has its half unit shortened.
In the company of another consonant.
(If we examine, it will occur rarely.)

Having inner dot is the form of the shortened ‘m’.
The form of the consonant is to stand with a- dot.
‘e’ and ‘o’ resemblc the consonant in having a dot.

All the consnants lose their dots when joining with the
vowel ‘a’ and change their forms when joining with
other vowels. These are the two ways in which the
vowel-consonants are formed.. -

The vowel appears after the consonant.

k, c, t, th, p and  are said to be hard consonants.
f, i, g, n, m, and n are said to be soft consonants.
y,r,1,v,1, and |, Aare said io be' mediai consonants.

Those three sixes in their usage

~  Fall into two divisions, intermingling with the same-

23.

24,

25.

and with others, if we examine.

k, c, and p, these three may appear After t,r,1,and ]
consonants.

'‘Among these y and v,- may appear after 1, and .

(In the formation of words) The consonants i, @i, p, 8,
m and n have after them their respective hard: conso-
nants, which precede them in the orthography.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
L7

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

23.

24.

23.

xxxi
The eighteen phonemes ending with n ,
are called consonants. :

“The nature of vowels is not altered s 5.8
even when pronounced with consonantss

The measure of a consonant issaid
to be half [a mattirai?].

The other three also remain
of that nature.

‘The sound m has [lts] half measure shortened
when pronounced with [another consonant].
Considered carefully, it is rare.

[Its] shape will be a dot, obtaining within.
The nature of the consonant ' ;

is to be provided with a dot.

e and o are also of the same nature,

All consonant-shapes without dots :
represent consonant=sounds with a

and change their forms when joined by other vowels.
These are the two ways to vocalize [consonants].

Vowels occur after consonants.

k,c, t, t, p, r are called *hard’ sounds.

n, %, p, M, m, n are called ‘soft’ sounds.

Y, rs 1, v, 1, I are called ‘medial’ sounds.

Those thrice six [consonants] when carefully examined
[as to their] proper place [in which they are] used [fall
into two divisions]— meymmayanku [and] ut anilai.
The single consonants ¢, r, /, /

are properly followed by the three sounds k, c, p.

Among those,
I [and] [ can also be followed by y [and] v.

The single consonants #, # g, n, m, n
are followed by their respective stops.
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27.

28.

29.

30.

31.
32.
33.

xxxil

Among these, n and n have k, ¢, §i, p, m, y, and v also
after them.

fi, n, m, and v, these consonants standmg before, ‘y’
comes after-it is certain, -

The consonant ‘m’ standing before ‘v* also appears
after.

The consonants ‘y? ‘r’ and ‘I’ standing before, the
initial consonants and i appear after.

All the consonants except ‘r* and ‘(’ appear after them-
selves in the formation of words.

a, i, and u-these three are demonstratives.
3, &, and o-these three are interrogatives.

The linguists say that the vowels and the consonants
may have their limit of sounds lengthened in music and
such lengthenings are described in the works of the
same. : ‘

Translated by:
S. ILAKKUVANAR
Tholkappiyam with critical studies p.30
Kural Neri Publishing house
Madurai-6 (1963)
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26. Among those,
n [and] n are also properly followed
by the seven [sounds] &, ¢, #, p, m, y [and] v.

27. The single consonants #, n, m, v
may indeed be followed by the consonani y.

28. After the single consonant m, v also appears.

29. After the single consonants y, r, [,
the initial sounds and 7 also appear.

30. When pointing out the situation of the consonants,
all [consonant] sounds cxcept r [and] ]
can be followed by themselves.

31. a, i, u, these three are demonstratives.
32. a, ¢, o, those three are interrogatives.

33. Scholars say that vowels and consonants
have their quantity increased [and such
lengthening is described] in books on
vocal and instrumental music.

Translated by
KAMIL ZVELEBIL.
Journal of Tamil studies page 45 :
International Institute of Tamil Studies
Madras-20-India. (1972)
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