












































French Correspondence, 1751. 13

No. 10.

To M* DupLEIX GOVERNOUR & THE
GENTLEMEN oF THE SUPERIOUR COUNOUIL
oF PONDICHERRY.

Gentlemen,

In reply to the Letter we had the Hon™ to receive from you under date the
14t & 18%%- Instant in answer to ours of the 22% Ultimo & 6™ Instant
we must observe SR

That we think what we wrote You the 4%+ Feb™: was a sufficient answer to
Your Charge against M** Robert Goodere: You are pleas’d to tell us that we
may be Convinced of its validity by sending persons to see such Letter ; you may
have a paper in your hands sign’d possibly in the same manner as M** Goodere
nsually signs, but so many Deceits of this Nature have happen’d of late Years,
that we must have very Convincing proof before we give credit to them.

The translation of the paper You sent us is erronious & the meaning
invirted [sic) to serve your own purpose; Is it any matter of Surprise that your
Factory at Yanam should be attack’d by the Moors, when you (without reason.
or Justice, the Publick will Judge) were making war on them, And is it not
notoriously known to you as well as to many of us, that the loss of Your Factory
was entirely owing to your own ill Conduct ; this may not appear so agreable to
you, and you may possibly be at a loss how to Clear the Affair up to your
Superiours, from hence your endeavours to throw an Odium on us, or the
Gentlemen that had the Management there, both without Reason, ’tis possibly
owing to a very particular turn in Affairs, that you have not more Factory’s to
answer for, We repeat that we shall enquire into this Affair & if we find
M* Goodere has done anything contrary to that Union that ought to subsist
between us severely Resent it. :

In Your reply to what we wrote you of the indignity offered his Britannick
Majesty’s Colours at Combaconum You insinuate, that we were certainly con-
vinced from paper N> 1 Viz'* Monsieur Le Riche’s Protest that you had a
Right to that place, We assure you ’tis very far otherwise and we now call
upon you to make it appear that you had any Title thereto, on the Contrary we
can produce to you a Declaration from the King of Tanjour that he never made
over that Country to you; as to those N° 3,4, 5 We are to acquaint you that
a Treaty of Alliance has been Ratified between us and the King of Tanjour, who
invested us with our Right to that Country, and on this foundation we planted
our Colours, they were hoisted by our own people escorted by some Horse and
that they were pulled down by order of your Officer, we have Sufficient proof;
and we think our Officer, cou’d not but express in warm Terms his resentment of
such proceeding, what we have here advanced and are ready when call’d upon to
prove, We think entirely confutes all you have alledged in vindication of so
flagrant an Infringement of the sacred Treaty Subsisting between us, and we
dont in the least doubt but Your Superiours will shew a proper Resentment &
severely punish such an Offence.

T’is something very extraordinary and greatly deviating from that common
.decency that ought to subsist between Us, that you shou’d without our Leave
possess Your selves of our Factory at Metchlepatam, and this You without the
least hessitation acknowledge, as well as that you never once wrote to us
Concerning it, Your Officier [sic| perhaps concious [sic] of his ill Conduct might
afterwards write to our Resident at Ingeram, he might also make such Repairs as
he thought convenient, but neither your Officer nor our Resident are Principals,
and we might have expected Monsieur Dupleix &c* at Pondicherry having had
8o long time to consider of it, might have given us an Opportunity to shew them
that we were ready on all Occasions to exchange mutual act’s of Friendship but
‘Gentlemen while you are with that ease & indifference so peculiar to yourselves,
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treating this as a slight trivial Subject, You very unguardedly tell Us, our Factory
shall be deliver’d to us till your Superiours Pleasure be known, This sufficiently
convinces Us of your Intention and is since confirm’d by a Letter from M*™ Charles:
- Hopkins our Agent, Who Demanding to go and take possession of our Factory, he:
was refused being made a Prisoner by one M™ Fryell in your Service there.

In Consequence of a Phirmaund we have for Diu Island and which we are:
ready to produce when occasion requires, our Agent took possession of the said
Island and our Colours were hoisted there, when one Monsieur de Lassell in your
Service sent a Body of armed Men, forced him from his Tent put him in fear of
his Life, made him strike the Colours and sent him under a Guard Prisoner to
Metchlepatam, this we look upon the same as if you had struck those Colours,
because You are well acquainted that the Act of a Person made a Prisoner by an
Armed body of Men and put in fear of his Life is deem’d the act of those who:
make use.of such unlawful means, what Mons™ de Lassell has done fearfull of
the fatal Consequencies, he says was by order of Mons™ Fryell in your Service at
Metchlepatam. This, Gentlemen, is a fresh and most glaring Instance of the little-
regard You pay to sacred Treaties and of the disrespect You treat our Sovereign
with.

What you alledge in regard to the hoisting Your Colours within Pistol Shot
of our Batteries being Conformable to the Country Custom is equally weak with
the rest of the Arguments You make use of.

We apprehend that neither you nor we are to be guided by Country Custums
in Affairs relative to ourselves, You say ’tis the Establish’d Custom in Europe to:
mark the Frontiers by Posts on the two sides of which are engrav’d the Arms of
the two Sovereigns, why did not you take this Method of Marking the Limits
of your Chimirical Districts, we should not then have Complain’d but now with
the Strongest Reason insist on the Aftront.

We think we have fully confuted the whole You have advanced in Support of
the many illegal acts you have perpetrated. We therefore do summons and
require you Monsieur Dupleix &c* Superiour Council of Pondicherry, that you
order our Flag to be rehoisted at Cumbaconum, that you put our Agent M™
Charles Hopkins is [sic] possession of our Factory at Metchlepatam there to
carry on such Traffick as he may be from Us Directed without Molestation, accord-
ing to the purport of our Phirmaund, that you immediately put into his Posses-
sion Diu Island replace onr Colours, and order your People to depart from the
said Island, that you order to be pulled [down ?| such Colours as may have been
planted near the Limits of our Bounds contrary to the Establish’d Custom of
Nations and that you do send Monsieur Foyell {sic] to France by the first Ship
to give an Account of his Conduct to your and our Superiours. Which Sum-
mons being according to form, We do declare to you, if you think Proper to
refuse Complying with it we make you Accountable for all the Unhappy Conse-
quences that Cannot but be the natural result of such Proceeding.

. We are with Respect Gentlemen, Your most obedient hum serve [sic] THoMAS
SAUNDERS—RICHARD STARKE—CHARLES BopDaM—HENRY PowNEY—GEORGE Preor—
Foss WrsTcoTT— ALEXANDER W YNCH,

Fort St. David

2% “April 1751.

No., 11.

To the Hofible M™ Sanders [sic] Gov* : iz
oF THE TowNs AND ForT oF S™ DaAvip Pondicherry the 22% April 1751

AND THE G-ENTLEMEN ofF CoUNOIL,
Sir & Sirs

We have receiv’d the Letter you did us the Honour to write us the 2% of
April O. S, You have put us in such a Case as renders us unable to Answer it
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by the Efforts you make to make us pass in the world, for People Capable of all
Actions the most unbecoming Gentlemen in Station ; we shall Content ourselves
for tho present with advising you of the Receipt of this Letter which we shall
send in Ig)_riginal to Europe, as well as that of M™ Goodere, to the end that our
Superiours and yours may not be in the least doubt, about the Truth of our
Mranslation, nor the cheat of which you are pleas’d to think us Capable,
and that they may be Convinced that you are entirely Guided by a bad Dis-
position : For the Rest, we beg you will beleive, that your little regard
for us, will never engage us, to err from that which we owe to you, as
Subjects whose Monarch is in Close alliance with ours, and that we
shall always be with Respect Sir & Sirs, Your most Obed*!. humble Serv®.
Dupneix—DE S Pavi— DUPLANTVELAVAL— BoyRLLEAU—BaUssir—Guinnarp—DE

Brainx.
No. 12.

To M® DupLelx GovERNOR & THE
G ENTLEMEN OF THE SUPERIOUR
CoUNCIL OF PONDICHERRY.

Gentlemen

We are sorry still to have Occasion to say any thing more in regard to M™
Gooderes Letter, that which we had the honour to receive from you of the 22
Inst. N. S. Charges us with want of Respect; we Cannot but still doubt the
Authentness [sic] of M* Goodere’s Letter and without the least reflection, we aftirm
that things of this nature have happened of late years which we can prove if
required, and desire you will transmit this with the other Original to Your
Superiours we wait your Reply to the other part of our Letter that we may regulate
our Conduct accordingly.

Wo are very Respectfully, Gentlemen Your most Obedient humble Servant’s
ThHoMAS SAUNDERS— RicHARD STARKE— CHARLES BoppaM—HENRY POoWNEY— GEORGE
P16or—A LEXANDER W YNCH.

Fort St David
25% April 1751.
' No. 13.

Pondichery the 15 June 1751.
Gentlemen

[ pon the news which was receiv’d at Goa that you had withdrawn your flag
from San Thomé I was sent by his excellence the viceroy to hoist the Portu-
guese Flag in that place. Having here found the Contrary Iremain at Pondicherry
in expectation of your receiving orders from your Superiours to restore that place
to its lawful master (which orders Cannot but reach you soon) and I learn this day
with a great Deal of Surprize, that upon public rumours as ill-founded as they are
destitute of good sense, you are raising batteries and sending Troops thither to
fortify yourselves there; As I have no news that thereis a rupture between the
two Crowns and as I am even persuaded that such a rupture would not suit with
yours I protest against all which you are about that is not Conformable to good
harmony in as much as it is always the poor people who are the victimes [sic] of
these ill understood piques which 1s Contrary to humanity and religion.

_ Gop grant that I may hereafter have more pleasing occasions to write to you
and to Assure you how much I am &c* Your most Obedient and Humble Servant
Le CoroNEL BARON DE VIELORIE. ’

No. 14.
Pondichery the 17 Jumne 1751.
Sir
The person that Carried my Letter to the Council of Cuddalore is Arrived
without any Answer, and as I did not write but in Conformity to the orders that I
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had from the Viceroy; I desire you’ll be so good as to send me an Answer by the
Council; that I may transmit it to Goa. I shall be very glad that every thing
terminates for the best ; and that the two nations may live well together : as for me -
in Particular for what regards you Personally I shall be glad to have Occasion to
prove that I am sincerely Sir, Your most Obedient and humble Servant,

L. CorLoNEL BArRoN ©E VIELORIE.

No. 15.

To ToE BArRON DE VILIORIE

Sir .
We have receiv’d your Favour of the 16 Instant N.S. in which you are pleas’d
to tell us that news was receiv’d at Goa that we had withdrawn our Flac from
St. Thome and that you was thereupon dispatched by the Viceroy to hoist the-
Portuguese flag in that place. But that finding at Pondicherry you had been
deceiv’d you now waited till we should be ordered by our superiours to deliver up
St. Thomé to its lawful Master which orders you assure us cannot but reach us

soon.

' Sir we know no other master of Saint Thomé but the King of Great Britain.
And as to any cession he may have made of his right we suppose our advices from
Europe are as fresh as any you can have receiv’d or that can have been Communi-
cated to you by the Gentlemen amongst whom you reside, And we presume you
will soon discover that the news of our having withdrawn our flag (which so far
deceiv’d the viceroy of Goa as to occasion you this fruitless journey) is not the
only false representation of our affairs which our enemies have endeavoured to
spread abroad. Indeed Sir we cannot reconcile your expectation of our being
soon ordered to deliver up S°. Thomé with the resentment you express at our
putting that place in a posture of Defence, since were there really such orders on
their way, as we should undoubtedly obey them, you would reap the advantage
of our labour and expence, and yet upon this pretext only, you Accuse us of
being influenced by popular rumours as void of foundation as they are of good
sense &c®. Surely Sir it must have been a disappointment which we Cannot
account for that Could induce a Gentlemen [sic] to whom we have never given
any Cause of private resentment to indulge in so passionate a stile. '

You are pleased to protest against whatever we are transacting that is
contrary to the good harmony Subsisting between the two Crowns of Britain and
Portugal. But we cannot comprehend that our works at S°. Thomé can in the
least affect that harmony or can be in any wise offensive to any Portuguese
Subject ; However, this you take for granted and tell us that Contrary to humanity
and religion the poor people are always the victims of these mistaken prejudices,
It is true Sir you are now in a province where almost every village exhibits a
most affecting picture of the ravages Committed amongst the meaner part of
mankind by the interested views and ambition of those above them. But as we
are conscious that no part of these destructive measures can be imputed to us we
conceive your reflection has in view another object ; And therefore we cannot but
declare that if any of those who live under the protection of the Crown of great
Britain should be so far deluded from their Duty as to engage in designs against
the peace and Security of our Settlement, they indeed have every thing to fear
from our resentment since we shall never esteem the punishing of mutinous
Subjects to be forbidden either by the Laws of Humanity or religion.

We are Sir Your most obed® humble Servant’s, THo®. SAUNDERS—RICHARD
S1aRKE——CHARLES BopDAM—HENRY PowNEY-—GEORGE Picor—ALEXANDER W YNOH.

Fort St David.
gth of June 1751.
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