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“.Mr. K. A. P. Visvanathan of Trichinopoly,
a prominent tobacco merchant, has been a staunch
Justicite during the past ten years. Like Nehru, he is
steadfast to his principles and never wavers with them.
I first met him a couple of years ago and talked with
’him. I was astonished by the fertility of his brain.
His education was wholly in Tamil but that does not
-dwarf his sharp intellect. Waell informed on all affairs,
he is brief, witty, impressive and convincing in his talks.
A fine orater in Tamil it is pleasure to hear him treat a
subjcet in a most original and interesting manner. With
all that, he is a born fighter and he employs all the
avilable resources at his command to carry on a fight.
Had he some college education, he would have been
eagily counted as one of our ablest politicians in the
whole of India.”

—Nilkan Perumal, in his book entitled *“These 18 Months’’
(1939).

“It would be scant justice on my part, if I were to
omit mention of the name of K.A.P. Visvanatham of
Trichy. A pleasing personality, he is the idol of the
young Non-Brahmins of Tamilnad. . He won his
popularity through his oratory. A tobacco merchant in
private life, he came into public view with patriotic

zeal but Naicker fearing his popularity saw to it that he
shrank into solitude soon after the anti Hindi movement.

He loves Naicker the man but hates the dictator that he
is. He teo has no aspirations for leadership.

—‘“Free India”, Madras, (5~-3 —1944).
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“K. A. P. Visvanathan of Trichy is one of the most—
scientific and systematic speakers of Tamil Nad. He.
speaks after careful thought and preparation and plans
his speech with a clever discretion. Coherence of thought
- and expression is scrupulously maintained ; one argu-
- ment follows another; one thought is born of the other
A watchful speaker he watches his words, as well ag his
watch ! He is one of the rare few who never take a
minute more than the time allotted to them. Tt used to
be said of him that even before he delivers his speech,
he will correctly judge in which place his speech would
draw the applause of the house, and adjust those pauses
at suitable intervals, to help himself to a sip of soda.”

—Swatantra, Madras (8-11-1947),

“Mr. K. A. P. Visvanatham is. a popular Tamil
leader in South India, hailing from Trichinopoly. He is
the editor of a popular Tamil publication known as
Tamilar Nadu, and he took an active part recently in the
Trichy District Journalists’ Conference. A very sharp
writer, he is given to weild a logical pen. HEqually, he is
an idol of the Tamil masses, when he mounted a plat—
form to address them. Now, in his fifties, Visvanatham
is a large scale Tobacco Businessman. He has never
aspired to be a legislator nor run after ministerial seats
but he always identified his interests with the welfare of
the people.”
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