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Foreword.

Idaikkadu is the mid-jungle region between
Kattu Nadu and Parambu Nadu of the far-famed
Vallal-Pari, comprised under Thuvarapathi in the
Pandian Kingdom, and Idaikkadar was the mosb
renowned Siddhar of the said region. He was an
intimate friend of Kapilar, the spotless anthana of
_Vathavur of Manickavasakar fame and they sang
of Mullai (jungle) and hilly lands respectively. As
- a great master and manipulator of sounds and
sounding letters, Idaikkadar out-witted the swag-

gering scholars of the last great Sangam at Madura
“and his reputed Oosi~-mupi is alleged to have
brought about the downfall of that historical,
“literary coterie. Moovadi Muppathu or “Triplets
~ Thirty” is said to be from the pen or rather stylus
 of the same sage and Bard Thirty. topics in thlrtv
triplets presented under the four main Kooroos or
sections of Inbam or  pleasure, Porul or wealth,
~ Aram or virtue and Olipu or miséellaneous are dealt



with in them in a thought-provoking manner. The
first and the last sections contain each five stanzas
‘while the two intermediary divisions count ten
each. Hereunder is given a table of headings W1th
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their Enghsh Hquivalents.
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SECTION I INBAM OR PLEASURE.

Kamam or Lust.
Kama-kilathi or Concubine.
Oon-migaithal or Hating meat.
Poyyurri or Lying.

Nanamai or lack of modesty.
SECTION Il PORUL OR WEALTH.

Kallamai or not Liearning.
Pura-Polivu or Adumbration. |
Viyatthal or wondering.
Nera-Natpu or Feigned fr1en&sh1p
Kutram-Katal or Fault finding.
Nalkuravu or Indigence.

Kalakkam or Perturbation of mind.
Thookam or Sleep.

Pocchappu or Forgetfulness.

Asai or Desire.
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sECTION III ARAM OR VIRTUE.

Thatrunai-yakkam or the benefits of self help.
Pini or Disease. ,
Alukai or Shedding Tears.

- Moopu or Old age.

. Sakkadu or Death.

o o o

- sEcTIoN IV OLIPU OR MISCELLANEOUS.

1.- Thura-ara-ilipu or the Evil of Asceticism.
2. Kannaruthal or to be unkind or cruel eyed.
3. Eeyamai or Non-giving.
4. Kodumai or Cruelty.
5. Vehuli or Excessive anger.
6. Poli-Pura-Moli or Sham utterance.
7. XKan-mulai-perukkam The increase of children-
.8. Kolai or Killing. ‘
9. Soothu or gambling.
10. Kudi or Drinking.

Every one of these trlplebs gives the uses of
an world-condemned evil or sin, demonstratmg
thereby that ‘there is a soul of goodness in things
evil, would men observingly distilit out’ as.
Shakespeare has it- All men who look on the
bright side of things evil will find much good for
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reflection in this small poem. The commentary
to this didactic gnonomic poetry is sufficiently
clear, and where the commentator, ‘whose name is
unknown, uses language which needs elumdatlon,

the Editor has done the noedful

Mathuram Sundara Pandiya Othuwar a good
Tamil scholar and student for a long time of lierary
and archaeological research deserves thanks of
 the Tamil world for having brought to light an old
gem of a classic of the Aungustan age of Tamil
Literatnre with necessary prefaces, introductions
explanatory notes etc., The profound and varied
scholarship of the Editor will be found reflected
in his original poems on different subjects as Kudal
Anthathi, gremmar on Tsai, Natakam, Thalangal
108 with Tamil nawmes, Nataka Nool called Sundara
pandiam discoursing on Nathiam (Ready for the

press) ebe.

Muneelpullam, M. 8. ‘Purna,lingmm Pillai,-
~ Karpaham o R e
Nov. 21.1930. Retlred Educatlomst

ey



| .A'n'ihtrcéduoti_oh given by vThi-rhva,laJr', |
A. David Massillamani M. A. (Chicago)
‘ Headmastex |

Ksha,trlya, V1dhyasala High School, Vnudhuna,ga,r
- ean ‘23 11-30.

e

All those who have sturdy common sense and
broad-mindedness and all those who appreciate the
common weal of man will be highly thankful to
Saiva Thiravalur Mathuram Sundara Pandia
‘Othuwar avergal for coming out to publish
“Moovadi Muppathu” of Idaikkadar of the last
Tamil Sangam fame with annotation and the
history of the author.« The book, though at the
outset may appear non-religious, is highly religious
and non-sectarian. All created things are con-
trolled by an inexorale law of the creator and any
futile attempt to change the inherent nature of one

thing into another is the causeof all chaos in the
‘world and so all those who* wish the welfare of
human society will find a useful guide in this bock.
Tt has been my fortune to be an intimate friend of



Saiva Thiruvalar Mathuram Sundara Pandia
Othuwar and I always found great delight to listen
to the conversation and lecture of the author.
Two other useful books known as “Thalavirutham’
a grammar which helps to understand the music
and drama of old Tamil authors and “Sundara-
pandiam”, a préoious guide to Tamil drama by the
same aubhor are in print.

A. David Massillamani.
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