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PREFACE*-—-—»WM
By Rc;o Bahadur M. Vaidyanathan, M.A.,L.T.

The interesting articles, which the learned

© author of this pamphlet has now compiied in a book

forefl, originally published in “The Industrialist,”,
speak for his enthusiasm and high patriotism in

| pressing for the urgent needs of the Republican

e ———

India. With 160 million voters envisaged in the
new constitutton, and more than 100 millions °
either unemployed or living on meagre wages, it
would be the duty of the Republican Government
to eradicate those :evils, and make our hoary land
self-respecting and glorifi ie7.in the comity of nations,
If only the Govarnment weuld take up  “First,
thin_- first’ as’' ‘advocated by the learned author,
they would be serving the cause of the community,
better than any amount of half-hearted measures or
patt,h-work by way of social legislations in building
’ uzp, the economic structure of this country. -

»
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 India's Prime Twin needs 0 7
* The Twin Problems Stated Generally

' India’s prime twin crying needs today are ;
1. Battle for Literacy (total liquidation of illiteracy)

2. Battle for work (total liquidation of apathy and
(indifference).

% For the happiness and greatness of a country, the
development of the best in every citizen is paramount. A
nation can be prosperous only when every one of its citizens *
is given an opportunity to develop his or her best talents in
building up his or her prosperity and thereby contribute to
the building up of the nation’s prosperity ultimately. This
is possible only if every one of its citizens understand his or
her responsibility and does his or her duty to the country so
that he or she may enjoy the fruits of their labour in the
form of rights and privileges. To afford this opportunity to,
his country-men India’s greatest national leader, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, the other day moved an urgent resolution

_in the Indian Parliament to hold the general elections as
éﬁl‘ly ‘as possible in 1950 to enable every adult citizen of
India to take a living and practical interest in the Govern-
ment of his or her country. Further in his recent clarion
call giving us the benefit of his timely advice inter-alia,
~observed ‘““All of us talk of India and all of us demang many

things from India. ‘What do we give her in return? India
will be what we are. Our thoughts and actions shape her If
w&m*e btg so shall India be—"* We have the greatest example
stirring words in the world leadership *oday of the

Umtad States of America. U. S. A.is today what her citizens
ve made it. Her citizens for the last 100 ye‘.'ars havr

. against the formidable forces' of darkness ar
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ignorance through compulsory universal basic education and
against apathy and poverty through ceaseless efforts and
constant work and raised it to be the foremost enlightened
and richest democratic comntry in the world today. Further
private interprise unfettéred has showered on it the benefits
of true democracy. No wonder its first citizen doday,
President Truman, is justly proud when he declared in his
second New Deal message to his Congress recently ‘The
World looks to us for leadership because we have so largely
realised within our borders, those benefits of democrads, for
which most people of the world are yearning today’”. The
progress in western countries have been achieved through
precise tests by the yardstick of statistics. By constant
study of their deficiencies and by best utilising their resour-
ces, the people of the West have built up an ordered life . for

_themselves. It must be noted that the source of all

mechanical power and industrial greatness of the countries
of the West was the activity, ambition, knowledge and skil
which brought them power, prosperity and higher standards
of living. Anglo-American Group citizens are literate and
exert to work to secure wealth, economic strength and

healthy living conditions for them.

 But Indla. which has qmte recently emerged as a free
nation, with its heritage of ancient civilization and a block
bulk of population equalling to 1/5th of the world’s, has been
SO Iongdlmnded in darkness for lack of essential information,
Forexa!qmgupng the war, the supply of food production
iﬁ short ] ment had no reliable facts or statistics
: ‘the public knew how to meet the

; on. lack of statistics had to a great extent
hbchdthe@mamd L in the past. It is heartening
Council to the Central Agn‘cnﬂtnral 5
uihanmie foregn statisticians of

, f on statistics under it auspices,
%!ﬁi!} like ours, over 85% of the

T _umﬂmu; the knowled,ge
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even the rudiments of education and further do mot kuow
today that free India expects evéry ome of its citizens teo
strain every nerve and spare no pains te put their best offorts
and work to grow up to his and hersfull stature individually
and thereby collectively build up India’s full stature. The
recent Nehru Conference of ‘Asiatic Nations at New Delhi
is what its living greatest son, the Prime Minister of India,
po.nted out as its destiny, that is, its xole of leadership
against all forms of aggression inclusive.of foreign colonialism.
1f te#fefore India has to take up the mantle of leadership
not only of Asia but also of the whole world at' no .distant
date, it is essential that her citizens should rise to the
occasion. They must wake up to fight illiteracy toeth and
nail and throw off their apathy and indifference and actively
strengthen the hands of our undoubtedly eminent national
leaders-who are at the helmof affairs today.

; _The foremost urgent elementary needs of our .country
today are:—

1. Elementary mass education in the form of
school-gomg age should be compelled to have elementary or .
basic education between the ages of 6 to 16 and their parents
punished if they are not sent to school as in the West. [Itis
gtatxiymg to note that the Central Government have recently
formulated its policy on education in the form of compulsory
umversa.l social and basic education. When tak.ng this
decision on 8-1—49, the Education Minister of India observed
“We want not merely literacy but mental development of°
adults so that they can take an intelligent interest -in the
aﬁaus of the country and the wold".

2. The recognition by,eve::y individual citizen tha,t
he i ;s expected to work for his living by engaging in a gainful

5 qgcgggt,lon Evary citizen whether employer or work-man

uld _get into the habit of working regqlarly for a fixed
ﬂmber of hours daily. There should be a plan of work to
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be done and an understanding about the time to do it.
Every citizen must consider work as part of his life as'in the
West. Ourown shastras consider work a necessity of life
and indolence a moral oBloquy. A planned life is a desider-
aturm in India, Every practical measure should be adopted
in India by the young national Government to ‘make its
citizens take to active life and habits of initiation and self-
help as the only means by which they could make their
individual lives happy and their country progressixe and
prosperous. The Central Government being alive to i&ask
was engaged throughout last year in taking record decisions
on post-war plans for harnessing the resources and increasing
the wealth of the country. ' :

Though the Central Govt. had taken record decisions;
it is upto the Provinecial Govts. which are its limbs to carry
them into effect. But also, Madras Governmeat, to take an
example of a Provincial Govt., while realising the urgency
of India’s twin problems, as adumbrated in their five year
post-war plan for the construction of Province’s resources.,
are not heeding the advice tendered by the Central Govt.

. but fo; the last two years are throwing away their Province’s
resources under the plea of implementing their election
pledges. Tocite an instance, their prohibition compaign
has led even right thinking people to question the necessity
for the urgency of the same and to wonder whether it has
been done in the interest of individuals composing the Govt.
For when ‘peqplg, are starving for want of food and work,
.Maifras Govt. is busy drawing up a moral programme for
them. Ifinstead they had introduced literacy compaign
o 47 RRTY g T g &R ST 3 '
side by side with rural uplift annually district-war, by the
end of these two years the people of those districts would be
quggnﬁﬁlggg‘h’f?gl?gl};png ~mass scale and understanding
their responsibilities in a free India, would have been work.

ing g_if}eu‘ standards of living contributing to the
R L A v;lr"“’,‘,?_\i{nc_;e and ‘carrying the torches of
Eﬁﬁﬁigfenmmf andﬁldus,fry to the other Provinces and Yo
X o L
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the country as a whole. On the other hand, the Ministry
finds their compaign is costing them heavily and also they
are unable to provide adequate funds to carry on their five
year post-war plans intensively. "

India has an enormous manpower, which should be
immediately availed of and should not be neglected to go to
waste. No other country in this world, except China, com-
pares with India in respect of  excessive manpower.
But¢hina has not solved her problems and to-day
she is torn by civil war with the Russian bear at its door-
Even the USSR has only half of our population. It has 2
density of population 48 per squre mile in Europe and only
8 per square mile in Asia against 300 per squar cmile in the
Indiar Dominion. Nearly three decades ago, Russia started
its gigantic experiment at state-ownership. Under the plea,

‘chornic ills require drastic cure’’ it applied extraordinary

“measures, which has not only interfered and curtailed but
has also made serious inroads Into the rights and privileges
of its citizens, Russia, which claimed economic equality, has
denied elementary individual freedom to her citizens and
thousands of her people are sent to slave in labour camps.
Soviet Russia should now at least understand the problem
of individual human liberty since she hasnow come out
openly with her five year post-war plan for her reconstru-
tion. It is high time she abandons her iron cartain methods
that shrouded her activities so far. Further she must
recognise that her rigorous state ownership has not resulted
in giving to her citizens, the same officiency, standard of
Jiving and prosperity as private competitive enterprise has
déi:g to USA. USA. is today sought after by other nations
for help and guidance to weld humanity into a ome
bringing the finer qualities of love and virtues in them. But’

. the Russian bear has scoped itself into a portion of the

"":_‘g’arth"‘slsurface brihging’discof&"agd strife into the lives of
‘hudfiunity in its merciless drive for world supremacy. 3
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The last warand its repercussions hayve made the world
politically unsteady end economically weak. India having
been cut into two parts had to face consequent difficulties in
the form of refugee settlement and communal fury, which
after their heydey are now getting in hand, though still
present hurdles in the form of class hatred. To add to all
our difficulties the .population in India is increasing annually
at the rate of 5 millions without corresponding increase din
literacy or working behaviour of the people. At this june-
tnre the failure of our local government to do “First .:ings
first’ has not only become a plank for testing the mettle .of
those who are now running the Govt. but also for challenging
their leadership. This has further given a handle to raise
the slogan ““we are politicallyfree but mot econemically or
socially’’. All .our difficulties today unsolved have led to
political capital being made by individuals and parties for
narrow ends exploiting the -discontented, the mnemployed
and the class haters, fanning thus all the moae the difficulties
of the situation. Some of these sectional leaders demand
regimentation and mobilisation on the model -of Russian
jron curtrin methods for reasons best known to themselves.
As a part of their demand, they clamour for the redistri-
bution of the existing wealth, without wundertaking ‘to
produce more wealth, They know not what they ask. for
amere redistribution of wealth without exerting continuous-
ly for producing continual flow of more wealth, will reduce us
to stark poverty. :

India, with its ancient heritage of tolerance of religious,
belief, political opinion and outlook, is incompatible of being
regimented into just one school of thought which is so
essential for a successful working of the totalitarian methods
of Russian type. India cannot isolate herself from’ ‘the -rest
d;hg)wqudand carry on her -experiments within an iron
curtain as Russia did, for it will not only distort us, but it
will also prevent India from taking her proper place in the

world. We must grow with others and hold aloft the innate
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goodness of our country as personified in our late lamented
Mahatma, the father of our natiog. The world today is for
benefiting by individual effort, by drawing the best in everY
individual for its greatness. Therefore our national leaderS
who areto day at the helm of affairs rightly feel that the
greatness of our country does not lie the way Russia has
done. The PrimeMinister of India, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
has expressed himself against Regimentation and Isolation.
1n short the mind of our national leaders is for thinking out
our r-gblems for ourselves and finding a solution in keeping
with the traditions and genius of our country.

India’s Census

The census of 1941 revealed that of the population of
389 millions in India before Partition the number capable of
~working and earning a living for themselves and their
b ' dependants was only Too millons, Therefore, the primary
need is not only providing work for this large number to
enable them to earn their living and support their dependants.
bt aléo to harness them to work enough to feed, clothe, and
educate the entire population. When we look at Indiah
Union, we find 8g% of the population living in7 lakhs of
villages and 11 living in 2,000 towns. So long, education
and industries were concentrated in towns only,and the rural
parts were neglected and leftin a backward condition. Even
~ today it is the urban areas which monopolise the attention
of the legislatures and the Govt. alike. Swaraj will have ,
little meaning for India, if the problems of rural welfare
which affects over 8o« of the country’s population are not
+, solved satisfactorily. Therefore, to eradicate poverty, to
{_wipe out illiteracy, and to alleviate the sufferings of the
massesin this country the speedy remedies are rural education
in the form of universal compulsory elemerntary education
and yillage industrialisation in the from of heavy, mediam
* and cotfage industries and mechanised agriculture. If
B . 1 mﬂ
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village education and industrialisation are introduced swiftly,
it will mean not only a tremendous cnlightenment and great
accession to the productive power of the country, but also
the raising of the st'mdard of living. To effect it, the villages
also like towns should be made centres for propagation of
education and production and distribution of consumer
goods. This implies that the villages also should be provided
with amenities such as roads, schools, hospitals, protected
water-supply, etc. as first step in the rural development, to
extend the benefits of education and industries to t&em, so
that their standard of living many also be raised. Buf this
is not an easy problem as it will react on the limited resour-
ces of the young National Government. But it has somehow
to be done immediately and urgently.

Position in the Villages

Village communications in India are inadequate and
bad. The villages are without protected water supply.
Their hospitals and dispensaries are ill-equipped and under-
Staffed. They are frequently subject to scarcity and famine
owing to failure of their crops. Further, their canals and
‘tanks are irrigating in the best of sexcons only about 8¢ of
the cultivable and 17% of the cultivated areas in the districts.
This is not surprising, when there are very many towns too
nowadays with very poor amenities. One such sample is the
First Class Municipal town of Calicut (Kozhikode) the
Headquarters cf Malabar. The Hon’ble Sri K. Madhava
Menon, Madras Minister for Agriculture who was connected
~with it for a number of years as its Chairman and Councillor,
when he was presented with a Muncipal Ad last year,
remarked that Calicut had net changed much since the
_coming of Vascode Gama. It is the elementary duty of any
: Gavt to provide all amenities first and foremost to its
from whom it collects taxes and kists, and itisa
reach of trust, if that Govt. diverts its revenues to
1 ims. The Minister for Industries in Madras

ﬁl, ‘peop}e in the villages to proyide and mamtam

e
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these amenities themselves. It should be understood that
whatever amenities are to be provided, should be given
priority to a few thousands of villages, which are contiguous
to towns and then be slowly extended to others on a sche-
duled annual plan. That villages also like towns should be
provided with all facilities for education and industries is an
immediate need

Manual labour alone would not suffice

here is a school of thought which urges that manual

labotr alone can harness the excessive manpower in India
and is the best solution to see that every one in India has
work to do. Their contention is that in all the registered
factories in India in 1939, there was no more than a paltry
1.75 millions employed. Even adding another million
working in mines and railways. the total number of workers
in all our large industrial units has not exceeded 2.75 millions

. or 1.7% of the working population. All our industries, even
if fully mechanised, will support only a mere Io millions
out of our 400 millions. To take, for example, our single
major industry of textiles alone, they were ,producing in
104041, 64.7% of our cloth in the mills and 28% in hand-
Jooms. And yet the mills were employing a mere 4,60,000

. workers as against 2.4 million men, 2 million auxilidries and
- about another 7 million dependants totalling about 10 million
- supported by the handlooms Even today handlooms have
not completely given place to mill cloth. They also point

| out that villagers will be happy and contented if they take

| to hand-spinning and weaving in their own farms with their
- familes amidst their healthy surroundings. Then they need
Ene ]ongemﬁragged away from their village home and their
 family to strange suiroundings in towns where they have to
spend for rent, transport, medicine and artificial excitement.
*So; long as there are at least more than a hundred millions
unemployed and this number is fast increasing due to the
ge annual increase of population in our country, if every
,has to find work manual labour has to be resorted to as
atian to unemployment.
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We concede that the ngcessity for manual labour in
India is great, but to content ourselves that manual labour
alone will solve our problems is to reduce ourselves to insi-
gnificance and poverty. The ancient manually-operated
cottage industries have lost their field to power drives in
recent years and the world today is quite different from
what it was till a hundred years ago when the manually-
operated charka flourished undisturbed. Man is himself the
cause for his unemployment today. With his inteluence
he created power and energy from mnature to do his job
Even in good old times. when he could pass on the burden
of carrying heavy loads or dragging plough or baling water
to the shoulders of a pair of bullocks ora horse or a wind.
mill or water mill, he did so unhesitatingly. Now he had
also learnt to coax nature to yield oil, coal and electricity
and has started using trains, cars, motorboats, and aeroplanes
instead cf walking. Thus the field has been conceded by
the parties directly affected voluntarily. He trained the
horse, oxen and elephant deliberately to minimise his
drudgery. The demand for increased production is too great
to stem the tide and the mechanisation holds out the pro-
“spects of the plenty of production, which we very badly need,
The manually-operated industries with their poerer output
could not face the competition of the mechanised taxtile
~ mills in India. For all these reasons the manually-operated
_‘mdustnes would thrive only where power in some form or
other could not be used, say, in very small and remote
vﬂ.}a.ges but the top—graded viillages have to use power if
ecome prosperous.

a ‘fxas not the wealth or the means to develop the
ne p_ower which the western countries have
& t111 we become rich enough to meacha-
, we have to content ourselves using
r energy which costs less but yields
; lon We want to increase productivn
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so that it might in plenty become available to millions of
our poor and hungry people. ‘We have in the electric energy
~ a very useful and cheap unit for bringing wealth. We can
have a large employment programme if we consider villages
also as units for education and industrial development as
towns. Miniature cottage units in the form of electric motor
could be designed as far as possible on the lines of the textile
mills. That the power-driven cottage units in the form of
1ooms run by electric motors can very successfully face the
cor_etition of monster textile millsin India and of outside
countries also has been demonstrated conclusively in the
Bombay Presidency where the installation of such looms
has been a great success. In Surat alone there are 4000 of
these and they seem to be extremely competitive to mill
looms. Such looms are being now encouragad in other parts
of the Presidency as well. Even in a country like the
U. S. A. which gloats oyer its sky-scrapers and its mile long
factories we have the remarkable example of a prominent
large group like Sylvania électric products in numerous
factories located in small sized towns. But the expansion
of electricity to our vast rural areas isa tremendous job,
Electric supply is now almost entirely confined to towns
because of concentration in them of the lucrative domestic '’
lighting, street lighting and industrial loads. Moreover the
wealthier people live in towns. For any large scale expan-
sion of electricity without undue strain on the Government’s
finances, electricity should be generated as cheaply as
Our Provincial Govt. has taken decision to have
ovt. generated electricity and Eycva
The expansion of electricity into

rural areas carried out so far has been only in the nature of

probing to see where the area is rich and responsive: and
where it is poor and unrespousive. ~Electricity can greatly

possible.
a large scale cheap Go
cial rural electrification.

vitalise village life and wi
millions of half-starved farmers ‘and famished landless
ourers, The manually-operated charka in the smalle
ses and hamlets could flourish wherever the conditions

ill be a boon to the teeming o
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for its working are most favourable until displaced by the
power-driven cottage units, The power driven unit as com-
pared to manually operated charka, though highin capital
cost, can give three times more production, enhancing the
income also three times, So if this is hired out, the

villager who could be better off 150% will not grudge to pay
a small amount as hire.

India is mainly agricultural

India is primarily an agricultural country anu -its
citizens could be saved from starvation if agricultural job is
made tempting and attractive. In this connection, it is
worthwhile to hearken to the call of our Madras Premier,
the Hon’ble O. P. Ramaswamy Reddiar, to restore agriculture
in the nation’s economy by making it a business proposition.
As he says, it should cease to be a way of living and should
be converted into a paying and remunerative concern to be
Sought after by the intelligentia and the younger generation
of our population. This is possible only when the varied
agricultural operations like making furrows, sowing seeds,
applying fertilizer, harvesting crops and the thrashing of
. corn are mechamsed A beginning may be made to intro-
duce electricity in the agricultural operations in our villages.
This will itself revolutionise the outlook of every best citizen
as to its intrinsic place in nation’s economy. It should be
noted that by mechamsmg its agricultural operations,
Austraha. has kept down production costs, maintained labour
costs at h;gh level in consonance with the rtise in the
standard of llwng due to its prospenty

B ‘f-So far we have in a way made out a case for the
ﬁaur;shmg of large, medmm and small scale mdustr:es, viz.
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whereby it will be possible for the Govt. to create conditions
for self-employment for a larger rumber of our people. He
continued that the country’s present economic crisis can be
solved only by the implementation ,of large, medium and
small scale industries.

For the progress of our industries, we should have
research and statistical boards comprising also of foreign
experts and technicians from every industry for constantly
carrying ont trials and experiments to get defects removed
ang ‘experiments increased. They shall also specify the
minimum standazds or quality necessary. A special economic
committee for each district shall study the production and
consumption in each industry and see how the two could be
balanced and what amount of export is justifiable and will
not result in any undue competition.

In the matter of education, unless and untilguniversal
compulsory elementary education for children combined
with social education of theadults,is made available to atleast
50% of our population, ideals like democracy, adult franchise,
etc. have no meaning, but are mere platitudes. Thatis why
Maulana Azad, India’s Minister for Education, has appealed
to Provincial Governments to make an immediate start of

the Unlversal Compulsory Elementary and Social Education

from the current financial year. He urges that this task
could not wait. According to his scheme, not only literacy
but also training in the elements of citizenship has to be

~ imparted to the adults. We are glad Mysore State has the
~ unique distinction of introducing literacy into its district, by

annual distinct stages which opportunity Madras lost on
prohibition. The Bihar Government has introdueed free
Universal Compulsory Elementary Education.  Madras
Government which turned down the directive of the Central

~ Government to slow down prohibition will be at least now

 follow the lead ‘given by the Central Government in the

tter of education, before it is too late to save democracy
£mg1§1 the yawning chasm of communism. :
2 ks : :
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Battle for Work '

It would be better described in the languade of our
Deputy Prime Ministeg, Sirdar Vallabbai Patel, who said,
““The fruits of freedom are yet to be tasted but this cannot
well be unless every patriotic Indian understands his duties
and responsibilities on whose adequate discharge in a spirit
of utter selflessness rests the entire future of this vast coun-
try. The vigil and co-operation of every citizen is needed
in this serious task. No patriotic Indian can overl. " the
tremedous problems facing the country in the wake of the
achievement of political freedom and the partition. The
emphasis ought primarily to be on duties and responsibilities
more thanon rights and liberties. When the former are
well discharged, the latter accrue as a matter of course.
Those who talk of nationalisation, those who indulge in
destructlen and sabotage and those who do not worL—these
are the real enemies of India.”

The chief cause for our low economic eondition is
that the other nations are taking away our raw materials and
are dumping on us finished goods. Thisis well evidenced by
the fact that India’s capital invested in industries before the
war was 700 crores as against 1200 crores invested by
Cana.da. 8000 crores invested by United Kingdom and 23,000

: crores invested by the United Statcs of America in their res-
 pective country’s industries. India with a population of 400
. millions has a gross value of output from organised industries
; estimated ‘about 700 crores while the United states of
me a pcnulatlon about one third of India’s hasa
_gros valu of output estimated 25,000 crores. Further,
opulatmn 400 millions has only 3+ of the

‘hereas United Kingdom has 13.64% of the
0 populat;on of about 45 millions which is

i population. From the above it is
to become nch prosperous and
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share in the world’s trade by increasing her production.
# This is possible only with a rapid industrialisation of the
country. There are before it examples of industrially
- developed countries who have risen to prosperity, influence-
and power in the four democratic ‘nations of the Ango-
American group, viz, The United States of Ameriea, The
united Kingdom and the two British Commonwealth Do-
minions, Canada and Australia. Smaller European nations
- like Sweden, and Swizerland also keep themselves industrially
equiprzd and fit and they work hard with a determination,
whatever the obstacles be, not to lower their standard of
living. Thus the western countries have kept unemploy-
ment down and prosperity up by the process of mechanis-
ation. They succeeded in doing so by limiting their
population and by tapping new sources of energy and wealth.
India can solve her problems by tapping all the innate
resources of her mighty and vast land rapidly developing
!.. the badly-needed industries and putting an end to the over-
crowding which causes the lowering of the standard of
Tiving by diverting some of her man power to the various
groups of islands near about her in her oceans such as
Laccadives, Andamans and the Nicobar, etc., by makingit
| an attractive proposition providing all the amenities of
. civilized life in them.

The economic strength of a country depends on the
development of her indigenous industries. It is the only
“way to get over the frequent shortage of our subsistent needs
‘which necessitates their import for which we spend heavily.

. The work connected with the development of industries -

- should be conducted on a plan and nct haphazardly to ensure

. best results. There must be an annual review with satistical
table in the entire union with complete statistical information.

" The outlay by Government may be incurred on setting up
' research and statistical boards, special types of educational
_ institutions providing equipment and the like and affording
. Tariff protection, Bankingfacilities, Technicaland commercial
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education and directing and counselling private enterprise in
all Industries inclusive of heavy industries.

In this connection it is worth while to remember the
words of our India’s Deputy Prime Minister. ‘Take it from
me as gospel truth that the Government of India have not
got the tapacity to undertake the nationalisation of any
industry at present. Therefore if anybody speaks of nationali-
sation, he talks about it for the purpose of leadership-and do
not believe him”. Our Prime Mtnister, Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, has invited foreign capital on the same terms as ‘“ose
offered tolocal private entcrprise. Further, Dr.S. P. Mukerjee,
India’s Minister for Industriesand Supplies told the prominent
industrialists at Gwalior on 3-4-'48. “that they instead of
criticizing any possible attempt of the Government to nation-
alise one or two sections of industries, would be better
advised to devote their immediate attention to the fields of
activities which they could do themselves to the good of all.”

These are very inviting and encouraging words which
should be taken note of by private enterprise and acted
upon immediately. This is not the time for private enter-
prise to weigh pros and cons but the time for quick action.

It should understand that the financial resources of the
Government are limited and the problem of unemployment
and its attendant evils have to be ended soon for the
happiness of India’s citizens. Thisis the time for private
enterprise to show its mettle by coming to the rescue of the
citizens in raising their standard of living. Itis true that
top heavy taxation, threat of nationalisation, the limitation
of dj\fj‘dends, the reduced margin of profit, etc. are today
handicaps to investment; and further tactless speeches ofsome
of the ﬁxinistgrs of Provincial Governments have contributed

to private 'P_i.»t.al becoming shy and going hiding. In spite

: private capital will be well advised to take up

of India’s Minister for Power and Mines, The
Gadgil and prove that their patriotism is
in bringing happiness to the common man

stributio ‘ i

. of ¢ industxie’s and Jvealth



 throughout the length and breadth of India, especially in

‘economically backward areas, (agricultural parts) cooperating
with the Government. This is the time for private capital

~ to come to the aid of the Government and rescue the poor
 millions in India and thus establish their claim for free

andiunfettered role. Here and now we would afso stress the

~ importance of Government’s rolein encouraging and putting

:hgéa;rt into private enterprise.

e

. ignorance.

The Indian Government have to 1. extend aid and
er- Aragement to existing Industries. 2. foster the develop-
ment and growth of the existing Industries. 3. givein-:
centive and facilities for the establishment of new industries
of an essential character and heavy industries which have
really the possible means of bringing wealth and financial
strength to the country. 4. aid and counsel private enter-
prises newly started with a view to their proper distribution
in India in economically backward areas as a means of
equitable distributing of wealth. 5. In the role of directing
and controlling private enterprise, to see that the persons

~ who so direct and control are experts drawn only from the
~ industries both local and foreign and end the anamoly of

outsiders like revenue officials who do not know the A.B. C.D.
of the industries, obstructing ‘industries through their =
6. entrust distribution of essentiai commodities

_ to the tried and recognised channels on a co-operative

~ basis,
~ which creates scarcity when there is plenty in the land and

- Instead of
~ after he appea

instead of the maldistribution machinery now set up

thus facilitates the growth of corruption and blackmarketeer.
promulgating laws to put down the blackmarketeer
rs on the scene, is it not best to nip his growth ,
in the bud itself? 7. In educating the citizens with lectures,

- {ilms, propagandas, journals, etc. as to the necessity to put
in their best efforts and work to raise their standard of living

‘and thereby contribute to the prosperity of their country.
8. By setting up technical institutions, schools of commerce,
schools of statistics and by ‘making provision in educat,ional -
nstitutions in India for imparting higher skill and technical =
kndwledge in the standard required for original designs e




< — 18—

the manufacture of machinery, fcr no time must be lost
by the industrial public in Tndia in manufacturing the
machinery they require within the country itself. 9. Any
Government will be failing in their duty they owe to the
poor masses if they do net address themselves to the task
of making the production in the country because accessible
to the common man cheaply and also encouraging more and
more production not only to export but also to stop imports
which are draining our slender resources.

In this way suggestions could be further made bui our
object is not to exhaust all that could be done but only to
point out what we consider the manner in which the role of
the govt has to shape itself for the present. India is now
though rich in resources and also with plenty of man power,
yet its turnover in production or wealth is very paltry consi-
dering the extent of its land with the .size of the other
developed western countries. Therefore this is not a time for
the Governmentto experiment nationalisation but toactinsuch
a manner as to induce and coax and pat in the back private
enterprise and make it do what is expected of our Democratic
- Government to do to the people in the country. The art
of flattering helps Govt. to get the finance required for the
rapid development of the r sources in our country so that
within the shortest time the common man will be benefited.
Therefore at the present time any idea of our government
entering the field as competitive employers in industry
should be abandoned for they have a primary duty of sup-
plying the subsistent and elementary needs of the
common man from which they should not shirk. At the
. present juncture to afford amenities of civilized life and
security in the land, Government finds, it difficult with their
present revenues. Further, if they become employers they
have to become ideal and model employers for private capi-
talists to copy. But when their own employees in essential
services are asked to wait for better days for a living wage,
1hs o.utoLthe question for Government to taLe the role of




will only spell disaster to the common man whom they have
pledged to protect and help. We have before us the glaring
_ instance of the Madras Govt nationalising the transport
service. Not only we have news’about the enhancement
of rates which the poor man has to pay for travelling but
also the phenomenon of the police running the Government
wheels since the Revenue officials could not do it.

v Private investment must be got in sufficient volume,
sufficiently dependable in flow, geographically well distribu-
te” .nd fundamentally well adjusted to the types of invest-
muent required by under-developed parts in India. In Joint
. Private ventures wherein foreign capital is involved, the
controlling interest should be predominantly Indian and the
management should entirely vest in 1ndian hands. Whereas
the foreign industrialist should subscribe his share of the
capital generally in the form of capital goods, machinery,
_machine tools and also ‘in the form of services, technical
knowledge, and the supply of information; the Indian indus-
trialist should supply the rest, like building, labour, manage-
ment, general administration, etc, Further, research and
" development departments should be set up in every indusfry
. whose main function is to make a deep and thorough study
~ of the products manufactured by thefactories, toanalyse them '’
' and try’to develop something better every day. Special care
_ is to be taken in each and every factory that nothing at all
~ is wasted. The percentage of idleness which is very high
g to'da.y is to be reduced to a minimum, for idleness in working
. time is throwing away money for nothing and is sheer waste-
' Rapid development of industries or rather quick tapping of
. the entire resources of our country is a desideratum for the .
. happiness and prosperity of India. :
. Now we will proceed merely to indicate some of the
J types of industries in India whose development is essential
to the prosperity of India. T will make a passing reference
in the first instance to one or two of the heavy industries
ich are in infant stage which, if developed, not only will
able us to manufacture our own requirements of machinery - o




capture the world trade. In the second instance, I will
make a brief mention of one or two of our indigenous indus-
tries whose development would make them not only self-
sufficient but also would serve as a means for rapid village
industrialisation since such industries have to be. located
near the source of the raw materials. Thirdly, while stating
one or two of the greatest and largest manufacturing indus-
tries in India, I will dwell at some length on our cotton
‘hosiery and textile industry because it is at once the anchor
of hope and lighthouse to the forlorn, for it contains ir itself
vast possibilities of vitalising industrally-poor areas through
rec!annmg economlcallv backWa.rd areas.

Heavy lndustnes :
Iron and Steel Industry-

 If Indiais to surv1veas a leadmg and prosperous
'natlon its largest manufacturmg industries, like Textiles,
‘Sugar, Cement, etc., have to be developed. For the manu-
' facture of their necesca.ry machinery and parts, iron and
i steel production is essential and a desideratum. The largest
" single Iron and Steel Works in India is the Tata’s Iron
¢ and Steel Works at J'amshedpur, -which employs 40,000
“workers has a block capital of 16 crores. It began
its prod chon in_ 1911—1912 Now about 1 m11hon tons
3 Our

mu‘s?_‘ 'nd en.terpnse of the la.te ‘ﬂr ] N. Ta.ta
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£ vast population has only about 2 lakhs of cars in use is
¢ partly due to the low income of ihe people and partly to
. thehigh cost of cars which are of foreign manufacture.
The automobile industry will > facilitate  business
~ and trade to a considerable extent and will prove highly
remunerative in the present circumstances of our country.

Aircraft Industry

; ’fhbugh references to flying: occur in the ancient
records of our country, yet scientific flying is a product
_ practically of this century. The highest ascent of man has
~ been 13.7 miles. It flies 2 miles for a gallon of petrol. It
flies about 400 miles an hour. Its importance was brought
about in the last two world wars. It affords the amenities
of civilized life, such as quick transport of cargo, letters and
quick travel. It will carry a weight of 5 tons. The passengers
= are carried at the rate of 200 1bs. for each passenger. It is
highly developed in Western countries. The government
in U. S. A. are encouraging families with relatively low
inccmes to buy their own domestic planes just as today they
are purchasing their own automobiles. The cost of a
medium—sized aircraft is generally reckoned on the basis
| of £1 for every one lb. of weight. A Machine weighing 36,000
 1bs will cost £36,000. Insouth India an aircraft factory, “The
~ Hindustan Aircraft Factory”’ is at present functioning in
~ Bangalore  assembling automobile and aircraft parts.

wF
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Machine Tool Industry

This can rightly be designated as the prop of all
. industries. Itisa key industry. This is well developed in
 Western countries but unfortunately in India, it is a new
industry of recent growth. This requires highly technical
and specialised knowledge and skill. It generally takes
‘about 3 years to train labour for doing even an ordirary
od job in it. Every possible attempt should be made to

lice private enterprise to developit.
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Agriculture

In the matter of Agnculture, -which is the backbone

of the Indian nation, it is worth while considering its mecha-
nisation and also study the success that has attended the
work'mg of the British Agricultural Act. The present need
in India is to increase production of food so that the people
may not depend on import of food from other countries
which takes away a great part of our finance. It is hear-
‘tening to note that the Madras Government are iptending
to enact legislation to facilitate restoration of th. 'ost
capacity of minor irrigation tanks., SriM. Baktavatsam,
Madras P. W. D. Munster said. ““The scheme is estimated
to cost Rs. 20 crores and more. The expenditure is worth
while because it is the quickest and surest way of growing

more food and wheat ensuring substantial measure of

prosperity to the long-neglected tillers of the soil. Provision

‘has been made in the budget (1949-1950) for an expendxture
of one crore to make a start in that direction.’” We appeal

to the Central and Provincial Governments alike to g1ve top

priority to the backbone of our nation (agriculture) in the -
matter of expenditure and to deprecate the tendency of some

of the Provincial Governments to fritter away their revenues

on political fads to secure their election, ]eopardlsmg the

interest of the masses who : contnbute to such revenues
through taxes and Kists.

2. Indlgeﬁous lndustrles

e In the matter of indigenous industries like paper,
_slate, cement, bricks & tiles etc., they have to be located
'near the source of raw materals to yield the best maximum

: Paper lndustry

ctune of pulp for paper mdustry has to be
the source of raw materials like Bamboo,
aste;;hos:ery cuttings, old baskets etc:
acle v ry good progress in the lastdecade.
ar, the Indian paper mxlls have
-dmons due to cessauon of supplies
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from foreign sources. ‘All paper mills were heavily engaged
f despite going difficulties in obtaining supplies of raw materi-
U als, chemicals and stores. There was great scarcity for
paper. The major portion of the output of the Indian mills

- were taken by the Government. Despite the boom and the
- help given by the Government by providing proper allocation
of coal, affording transport facilities for bringing essential
raw materials and by prohibiting the export of the above

_ pulpmaking materials, it must be admitted the performance
of the paper industry was not encouarging. With proper
reseasch developmeit, technical personnel, statistics, experts
and full scope fur free competitive private enterprise, it is
 bound to become self-sufficient. We are glad to learn thata
" new paper and board industry, which will be one of the
biggest in south India, is being started at Fraserpet, Coorg.
This new plant has just madeissue of capital under the name
of the Cauvery Paper Mills and Forest Industries Ltd. It

'g is expected to yield an output of rz,000 tons a year. Its
£ paper production will start with bamboo like Titaghur and
its cardboard prodnction will start with a special kind of

~ of grass used as the raw material. Both these raw materials
“grow all round Fraserpet and there is also an ample supply
‘of water which is chemically exact and correct for paper

fy production.
: Slate and Slate Pencil Industry

There are about 160 factories making different kinds

- of slates in the -Indian Union. About 8oy of them are
manu-facturing stone (breakable) slates and a few factories
are producing ‘‘Mettaloid™’ (Unbreakable) slates. The pro-

~ ducing of slates is estimated to be about 33  crores per
o annum and that of slate pencils 20 crores per annum. There
$is ample scope to satisfy the grofving ‘demands, as in:}-
e 2 ’liorfs are negligable, peovided facilitiés are afforded for their
. improvement in quality and production. . Mr. G. L. Mehta,
president of the Indian Tariff Board, opening the Board’s.
Eﬁ:’iggy on 25-3—49 observed that the manufacturers should

{
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concentrate their attention on increasing production and
improving the quality of slates with the object of developing
an export market in neighbouring countries. He as<ured the
representatives of the indigenous slate and pencil industry
that the board will give'careful consideration to the indus-
try’s demands for the lease of Government mines in the
Markapur area, Kurnool district, Madras, for reduction in
Royalty charges and Railway freight and for the supply of
technical assistance. He also promised to consider their
appeal for supply of wood from Government firests in
Malabar and Mysore and electric energy from the Vijawada
thermal station.

The indigenous industries of the above type afford
facility for working the plan of our India’s Minister for indus-
tries. The Hon’ble Dr. S. P. Mukerjee, observed that we could
decentralise our industriesin a way that the peopfe living in
far distant regions in rural areas may derive the fullest advan-

tage of the industrial development of the country in raising

their standard of livinglalso. According to this plan, we must
also consider how it is possible for us to secure economic
progress and prosperity through the development of small and
medium sized industries.

3 Manufacturing industries: -

Ixi‘dia _is doing a great deal of manufacture already.
~India is found today self-sufficing in cotton piece goods, sugar
~ and cement 'and_should be made soon to become self-sufficing
“in iron, steel, glass, paper etc.
ement, we manufactured in 1937-1938, 1,169,000
s and imported a mere 32,000 tons. : :

ugar our imports were a mere 30,000 tons as
Q;‘.’E‘?-rmten_‘_al outp .t 0£12,345,000 tonsand our exports
ed mg;‘_“,t‘f’rgpor‘ts n 1940-1941. :
ntgmes,whach continues to be our greatest single
gs‘t_rry_m 1040-1941, we imported only 7.3 of
nts and dg_‘_rgg.tvgg.7' in Indja jtself. o

L2
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India's Cotton Hosiery Industry

Along with food and air, clothing is- fundamentally
~ essenti#l to human existence. Thanks to the impetus
rewcived from World War no 2, Cotton Hosiery Industry in
India has not only stood its ground firmly notwithstanding
keen foreign competition but also for the last six years has
shown to the world that if could meet reasonably the modest
demands of the public. The unprecedented demand created
by the recent hostilities have given the necessary fillip to
this industry insomuch so that today it is regarded as an
organization for the satisfaction of human needs, wantstand
tastes, claiming separate attention apart from its parent
(Textiles) as a large manufacturing self-sufficient industry. -

- This industry has had very humble beginnings. It
 owes its origin to the cottage (manual labour) stage of the
16th century. The power—driven knitting industry came
 with the notable invention of the latch needle in 1894. It
~ entered the factory stage with increased mechanisation.
The growth of this industry has been rapid in India where
in the short span of fifty yearsit has come to occupy a
_ leading role in the industrial map in our country today.
. The capacity of our knitting industry is well demonstrated,
by its marked contributions to the defence services, during
the late war. This industry is well established in the
provinces of U. P.; Bombay, Madras, Bengal and Punjab.

Some Features of this Industry:

1Y The kni&t_in_g industry has throughout been in the
" huuds of private enterprise. The allocation of the invest-

ment in the industry is 40% for fixed assets, 30% for stores
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and stocks and g0« for the other items of the working
capital. The turnover ona very rough estimate is about
the double of the capital invested. The analysis of costing
shows that charges upto and inclusive of knitting process
come to about a fourth’of the total manufacturing expenses
and the balance three-fourths of the costs relate to the
succeeding operations like bleaching, dyeing, finishing,
efficient management and skilful supervision. :

Some Important Requirements of the lndustry:

As it exists today, a considerable share of production
comes from plain circular machines which are confined to
cheap quality garments on mass sale.

The Interloék Machine:

Tends to enjoy almost univeral acceptance as it
carries with it the advantages of greater capacity of pro-
duction, strong soft and spongy texture of its fabric,
automatic stitch change over, wide patents, assortment
aided by special cams, pattern wheels and jacquard attach-
ment with the elasticity .comparable to rib cloth. In United
Kingdom 759 of cotton underwears are produced by Inter-
lock machines only. i :

Yarn:

Plays an important part in the standardization of
this industry. The varieties of yarn differ with the source
of production in term of counts and grades. In almost all
. _countries the supply of yarn is restricied at the present
. moment as compared with the demand.

e Needles:

i og thé. &iﬁeren‘t\ types, Latch needle manufacturing
s very essential for further development of this industry.

Labour:

2. ment of wages is generally based on piece-
it 9‘1.15_7, in certain cases where this system is
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not practicable. Bonus is to be given on the efficiency and
speed of production, lower needle breakage etc.

; _Factory Buildings :
‘Generally speaking the buildings which now house

the knitting factories are mot conducive to efficiency and
speed in production.

he Auxiliary requirements are such as elastic braid
tapes ,Sewing thread, buttons, dyes, chemicals, etc.

Several new inventions in the West has made it
possible for this industry to make rapid strides. Of late, the
machinery employed in the knitting industry has been
tending to be more and more complicated. Increasing empha-
sis noticeable everywhere is on mechanization, labour saving
appliances, plan layout and propagation of teachnical
education. It is now appreciated that many of our methods,
processes and plants ure out of date. The Flat machine is
growing in importance in the realm of adult outerwear of

‘high quality and the C>TTON PATENT FRAMES are now mainly

atilized for fashiomable underwear and outerwear of high
quality. Our immediate target should be to raise production
at least to the level of internal demand and to build up
export trade. The target prescribed by the Advisory
Planning Board isa five-year post war planning ending

- in 1951
Type of Garment Annual Production Target Quantity of Yarn
Required
-Ij'sgnnmn 600 million garments 150 million lbs.
; (Of which 200 million to export) (4 oz. per garment)
QUTERWEAR 100 million garments 374 million Ibs.

(Of which 33 mi]lion to export) (6 oz. per garment)

Some sugge,stlons for improvement and
expansion of this industry :

 This industry must be standardized with necessary
experiments. To enmable which a reasearch station
L d = \ E: -
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should be developed by the Indian machinery manu-
facturers to make, improvements in the existing
out-turn and to make new inventions.

The replacements® necessitated by war-time strain on
the existing machinery in Indian factories have to
wait till the foreign supply improves, which, is still
scarce even after war owing to the increasing tension
in the international situation. Therefore, it is
all the more necessary that our country must
become self-sufficient by first producing its own
needles as it does yarn now and eventually pro-
duce its own machines and its accessories.

If knitting industry is not to be crippled, it must
cease to rely on imporis Now itis the duty of the
Government to guard against indiscriminate import
of knitted supplies in the form of consummer goods
and to facilitate the export of production by import-
ing only necessary capital goods now.

One of the most important steps in the industrial

development which has hitherto been neglected in

our country is standardization of the quality of the

products to the satisfaction of the customers. This

is as much essential as the price control. An Indus-

trial Board consisting of four manufacturers’

representatives of our country with an equal number

of ‘vexrperts drawn, one each from Japan, Germany,

~ United Kingdom and United states of America is an
~ immediate desideratum. ;

A E. TFrequent stock-taking and drive je necessary.

~ Mottos (in different departments) like OBSERVE,

THINKand SUGGEST go a long way to help to

crease the efficiency and speed of production
S 3 _gc’éssary in the interests of trade in India that
ital has to draw its Directors as in the West trori
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those who have passed the portals of University,
equipped with sound technical education and prepared

to be full-time workers.

G. To enlighten Capital, Labour and the Public, first
class industrial and engineering journals with a
labour gazette must be published.

“India’s Cotton Textile Industry”
:

— In India the cotfon textile industrv occupies the first
and foremost rank as typical of modern industrialisation and
is the greatest and largest of India’s manufacturing indus-
tries. In this industry. India ranks high among the
leading countries of the world today. Before the war, there
were in all about 407 mills in India with 10,295.445 spindles
-and 201,761 looms giving employment to 303,562 workers.
Then this industry had to face keen competition ffom Japan
and great Britain. The outbreak of the World War No. II
in 1939, however. gave a great fillip to this industry. The
demand for cloth increased so consideraly that to meetit, the
Indian mills had to work in multiple shifts in spite of the
acute shortage of stores, of replacement parts and the
difficulty of importing new machines from aboard. This
imposed a considerable strain on the existing machines and
- as a result most of the mills have been left with wornout
inefficient plant. Inorder to replace the wornouts. the mills
placed orders with foriegn manufacturers. The Madras
Prakasam Ministry threatened them that the spindles
ordered will be forfeited but thanks tc the farsight and
wisdom of the undoubtedly great national leaders at the
helm of the Central Government, the ordered spindles are to
be allocated to the mills concerned for replacement of the
‘wornout etc. fgpiit
¢  Today this industry is considered to be a public
_utility service of national importance and is a standing
b’nnmg;xt to the genius and a glorious tribute to the

O S :
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achievements in India of free competitive private enterprise,
In 1946, The Madras Prakasam Ministry indulged in invec-
tives against the industrialists which resulted in protracted
strikes in 1947. In 1948, the Madras ministry witnesséd the
deleterious effects of itS predecessor’s policy and at once

revised the policy which secured more production and less
loss of man-hour days. :

The progress of this industry is hampered today by
certain impediments and handicaps, the removal of’ which
will redound to the glory of India by helping to solve must
of India’s economic ills through raising the standard of living
of the masses throughout the length and breadth of India.
There is no attempt made here to exhaust or particularise
such handicaps or impediments but only to indicate their
nature by passing reference to some of them.

1. *1f the Indian textile industries are to make rapid
progress, there must be a fully developed machinery manu-
facturing industry in the country., This new industry is
urgently needed in India. It should be noted that at present
the couatry depends mostly on imports for her requirements
in textile machinery. It is for this, a plea for the develop-
ment of Iron, Steel and Machine Tool Industry has been
made elsewhere. In this connection we are glad to learn
that the consultants appointed by the Central government
have reported that even after expending the existing plant,
there will still be an annual deficit of over one million tons
between demand and supply. The adoption of two plant
scheme was favoured by them in preference to one plant
scheme. They saﬁig that for one plant of 5,00,000 to 6,00,000
tons capacity the estimated capital costs will be between

- Rs. 50 to 60 crores.  All the three consultants have selected
~ sites in Orissa and the Central Provinces for the two plant
_scheme. The present Madras Ministry is exploring possibili--

~ ties of est ‘lis‘h‘i‘ng)gnp in Madras province in South India
‘ ma.teﬁals available from Sandur etc. Many

ents in Textile industry have taken place both




in England and America during recent years. But almost
all the weaving sheds in India contain obsolete plants. The
problem is very important since it may necessitate the
scrapping of over 65% of our existing looms on account of
their old age. The existing machinery should be made
efficient till the latest type of efficient plants could be either
manufactured locally or obtained from abroad. If, therefore,
competition fiom the foreign countries assumed serious
proportion in the future, the Indian textile industry will in
all likelihood find it difficult to cope with it unless in the
meantime it re-equips itself with new machinery and adopts
the latest developments in the industry that have taken

place abroad.

» 2. Ttis essential that harmonius relations between
capital and labour should be established by themselves and
amongst themselves without interference from outsiders if
the industry is to make rapid strides to the benefit of the
poor who are consumers. This subjectis dealt with by me
clsewhere at length in my series. But here, I merely content
myself indicating the particular manner in which that
problem presents itself in this industry. In western coun-
tries where through their development of industries, their
standard of living have automatically been raised, the
employment of labour is based on the scientific work load
‘assessment of a worker after an exhaustive analysis of the

" time taken for the various operations involved in his work.
In this assessment, a worker of average skill and efficiency
is taken as standard and due allowance is given for the rest. -
Operatives of this standard get a standard wage. The more

_ efficient among them are being paid a bonus for their superior
efficiency. A comparison of the Jabour conditions in our
country, especially in south India, with those in United
Kingdom and the United States of America (who have the

. reputation of maintaining a very high standard of lving)

! revjal, the following fact. According to the latest statistics

~ for 5,12,660 spindles, spinning medium counts (328) 4,930

‘cara room workers and 11,373 spinning room workers are

2
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employed in Sounth India on 2 shifts of 8 hours work a day.
This and the figures given i the report of the Platt Commis-
sion show that a worker in India does only one eighth of the
work turned out by an American worker.  This industry can
afford to pay high wages to Jabour only when the output per
man hour is increased. The output per manhour can be
increased only through the introduction of automatic
machinery. i '

The Indian practice is to have a weaver per two nr four
looms, whereas improved automatic looms would require
one weaver only for 20 looms and above. This would permit
greater productivity and economyin production costs and
at the same time ensure also a high level of wages to the
operatives employed. The use of an automatic weaving
machinery from start to finish|would give the consumeralso a
product vastly superior to what he gets now at almost the
same price that he is paying now. Of necessity some workers
will be thrown out and they have to be trained and absorbed
in the third shift as far as possible,

My main purpose in instituting this comparsion is to
educate the public as to the seriousness of the problem, a
glimpse of which we witnessed in the strike that followed on
the adoption of the work load system in Coimbatore mills
in 1947. The Madras Government insisted on the payment
of more wages to the workers without consideration as to
their efficiency or their output. The mills insisted on ado-
ption of workload to ensure efficiency and output. The
~adoption of worklcad in some form or other led to retrenche-

- ment of workers as a necessity and the Government wanted
the mills to absorb the thrown out employees in a third
shi But there was difficulty in working out a third shift
int of worn out machinery, want of trained personnel
raw materials. This has led %o Very many
ur days and production went down consid
1anks o private enterprise, for the countiv’s
N to the occasion andis solving the probiem

R Ay % sl .
0 much so the _preduction is increasing.

e
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Private enterprise should slowly adopt new methods of
recruitment and training of labour. Labour should be
educated and trained to handle improved machines which
would increase their earning capacity and thereby their
standard of living. An effort should be made to introduce
labour efficiency schemes to standardise the conditions of
work and wages and thus increase the output per worker.

Every effort must be made to work the Works Committee

. without interference from outsiders of all category. The

|

E

W

labou;ﬂlust be trained to look to capital for heip and relief
without intermediaries. 1tis the duty of the Government
to foster such relationship between capital and labour.
They must play the role of only counselling and not inter-
fering. If the Government thinks that there are private

‘capitalists who do not listen to their advice, they have the

remedy in their own hands to ease them of their excess
profits by way of heavy taxation and utilise that amount
for welfare schems for workers. What the capitalist failed
to do, they can have it done at his expense. But why
should they interfere with the inner working of capital and
labour and thus jeopardise the welfare of the masses by
killing the goose which lays golden eggs. We, therefore,
advocate Hands off in the actual working of the industries.

3. The textile industry in South India is to-day
menaced by a short supply of raw cotton due to, it is stated,

_shortage of the same. The Southern India Mill Owners

Association stated that unless the Government make
immediate arrangements to supply raw cotton to the mills

- promptly and in adequate quantities there is likelihood of

dislocation in the industry. They contend that reintroduc-
tion of control over yarn is in necessary since large’stocks
have accumulated and that free market competition could
keep prices down. In the circumstances, they want either the
government shouid assume responsibility for the purchase of
w, cotton from other countries including Pakistan and

12
supply the textile mills according to their needs or they

_shanld abandon control altogether and leave private enter-
pﬁée free and unfettered. The Government’s reply as
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disclosed in the discussion that took place at New Delhi on
April 11th is to tighten the controls over yarn and cotton.
This means that the Government had undertaken fo supply
cotton to the mills. In this task they are handicaped for
want of information and find it difficult to falfil their self
chosen task without the help of mills as to the sources
wherefrom cotton could be got.

We would Jike to take a peep into the position of
cotton millindustry to day to understand the above siguation.
The cotton mill industry is one of the important induci-ies
in India. Just as Calcutta is the main centre for jute indus-
try, Bombay is the main centre for cotton mill industry
though the first cotton mill in India was established at
Bowreah near Calcutta. It made good progress during the

years 1943-1944 and 1945-1946 but since then began to
decline.

The Government’s change of policy is stated to be
the reason. We will state their policy in the series B. The
National Young Government “‘at work’, elsewhere. Another
important reason was the removal of protection for this
industry as recommended by The Indian Tariff Board after

a period of 21 years of protection granted to this industry
from 1g927.

Table of production of cotton in million yards

T941—1949 4,493
1942—1943 4,109
1043—1944 4,871

. 1944—71045 4,707
. 1945—1946 ' 4,651
| 1946—1947 3.862

: ‘Mr. M. S. Sivaraman, Provincial Textile Commissioner, -
~ Madras who returned from New Delhi after attending the
~ conferen 'f}epjre'sentatives of Provincial Governments and
: irom cotton growing areas, The East India Cotton™
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Association, The All India Central Cotton Committee and
other cotton interests, indicated to the pressmen at Madras
on April 16th the way to step up production of cotton
without affecting the area under food crops. In the Kari-
ganin area comprising Tinnelvelly, Ramnad and Madura
where Irungi cholam was rotated with cotton, it was found
that if Indigo was sown along with Cholam, the yield of the
succeeding cotton crop increased by to 10 to 15%. Steps
should pe taken to supply indigo seeds to the ryots and at
the ~mne time bring home to them this simple method of
_ inereasing production.

In the Northern and Western Zones, comprising the
Ceded Districts and Northern Circars, cotton could be
grown as a mixed crop with groundnut or chillies wherever
possible. In the Cambodia area, if the ryots took care te
remove the cholam stubble completely at the time of har-
vesting, the stubble would not sprout and deplete the soil of
the moisture necessary for the next cotton crop.

The area under cotton cultivation went down from
2.55 million acres in 1941-1942 to 1.3 million acres in 1947-
1948 and the estimated area for 1948-I949 is only 1.01
million acres and to arrest this deterioration an attractive
price should be offered to bring back the lost area under
cotton cultivation,

b

4. Now too many controls and legislative measures
hamper the growth and development of the Cotton Textile
Industry. The bottlen cks to production should be removed »
if this industry is to face successfully competition from
western countries and capture an increasing portion of the
world trade for India’s prosperity. The nature of the several
controls are indicated here by a passing reference to one or
tﬁi) of them.

i Recognition by Governmeni of rank outsider to the
inds _as the labour leader or president of a labour uniom.
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He is no more than an opportunist, purely a creature of the
Government policy, who has no interest in any industry
much less has anything to contribute to the growth of the
industry, who mostly does no work himself but by propa-
ganda induces workers to go slow or stop work altogether.
This parasite on our country’s prosperity should be weeded
out if India is to become a leading, happy and wealthy
nation. :

B. The employment of revenue officials to control the
indusiry is ar anomaly which should soon be ended -if the
indusiry is to make progress. These gentlemen are no doubt
good at their job of collecting reveintues but when they are
asked to do a job in which they have had no training or tech-
nical equipment and education to contribute to the develop-
ment of the industry, they could only obstruct the industries’
progress with the powers vested in them. The apparition of

the Blackmarketeer in the industriesis their making and
grows with them.

C. The Police force is good at their job of affording
safety and protection to the person and property of citizens
and peace in the country But when they became mediators
in 1947 and prosecutors in ¥948 and their role in 1c49 is yet
- to be defined in the industries in India, the efficiency and

output in industries were jeopardised by their ignorance and
they became a clog inhe wheel uf industrial progress. The
industry must be freed from their clutches to make
headway in progress.
D. The Seiting uj) of Industrial tribunals manned by
rahnd District ]udges. These itinerant learned gentlemen
~are asked to give awards in conciliation of Cap1ta1 and
labour. They have had no technical training in industry
and further do not know and perhaps also need not know
how to develop the industry but are intended to interfere in
the domestic relations between capital and labour to neither
of which they belong. Necessarily their awards have to Yo
ea.uhens and must take time. This induces capital and_
- labc also%o go slow, as they have to await the awards.
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This defeats the plan of the Government for the rapid and
quick development of the resources of the country for the
parties under adjudication are made not to be interested in
the go fast compaign. As these tribunals are not conducive
for immediate rapid development of the industries, they
must be dropped here and now. Besides these

E. There are numerous Factory Inspectors, labour
officers without technical knowledge, who place more
obstrucéion since they do not know how to help the industry
to_grew from progress to progress.

Instead of the above, we would appeal to the
Government here and now to set up advisory boards in each
district and industry comprising of experts in that district
and in that industry with technical and university knowledge
and education with research and development boards and
eminent statisticians who could really be useful to the pro-
gress of industry and who by their scientific knowledge can
successfully control and direct the industry in such a way
that, that industry will bring prosperity to India’s masses,
affording equal opportunities to the good of all.

emEmESEan



India's Prime Twin needs of the Day
--The Twin Problems Stated Particularly--
Battle for work-Capital and Lahour

-

Thanks to our Indian NMational Central Government

for their recognition that the only way to end our economic
falls is through the rapid and quick development of the entire
resources of our country. To make it materialise, it is
essential, inter alia, that the harmonious relations of Capital
and Labour should be maintained. ‘Trust begets Trust’.
In our country labour trusted capital and capital trusted
labour. Let us now examine, the circumstances that have
Ied to the present impasse of labour not trusting capital and
vice versa and also the conditions favourable for their happy
reunion. This is the buring problem of the day which grips
the interest of our Indian National Central Government
 To understand the present tangle, we have to take stock of
events preceding. It isin short a story of illiterate labour
mostly, and illiterate capital .partly falling easy victims to
unscrupulous political adventurers who in the name of
liberty, fraternity and equality exploited their less fortunate
brothern to build for themselves fame and name; and in turn

one after the other appealing to the Government for
* intervention.

The Trade Union Movement in India was born with
the formation of strike committees after the end of the
World War No. 1 when there was an outburst of industrial
strife. It must be noted that before 1919 concerted action
in the form of strikes for redressing their grievances was\ot
~ resorted to by workers. The year 1920 saw the establishg

: ment of The All India Trade Union Congress. The onrush



_seat on its governing body as a state of

D
u

SR

of socialistic doctrines promulgated by non-elements of the
industries who were neither employers nor employees (known
as left wing elements or shortly leftists) assumed control of
organised labour and strikes spread far and wide. A degree
of militancy and indiscipline crept into the ranks of Indian
workerswhich manifested itself in the form of political agit-
ationwith revolutionary slogans and flags. Hence the Govern-
ment had to intervance and some of the labour ameliorative
mezsures were passed in succession. India became a
memb;,'r'of the International Labour Organisation from its
vé¥ inception from 1919 and since 1922 it hasa permanent
chief industrial
importance. The Workman’s Compensation Act of 1923 :
The Trade Union Act of 1926; and The Trade Disputes Act

- of 1929 were passed. In line the children pledging of Labour

act of 1933, the Factories Act of 1934 and the Payment of
Wages Act of 1936 also were passed. With the advent of
popular government in the provinces in 1937 for sometime
there was rapid quickening of the disputes. This led some
of the provincial Governments to intervene in labour dis-
putes in the form of Committees of Enquiry and Arbitration.

During world war No.2 between the years 1939 and

. 1945, there was an unprecedented expansion of Indian indus-

tries leading to unparrelled rise in employment. The

attitude of the leftists of the Trade Union Congress was

responsible for strained relations between Capital and
Labour and direct action was resorted to by workers all

_over the country in respect of wages, -dearness allowance,

bonus, etc.

To save India’s war production which was essential
at the moment, the Indian government adopted extensive
measures to pervent trade disputes. They established a
new organisation consisting of Labour Commissioner, a

aﬁty, Conciliation Officers, Labour Inspectors etc. and
under the Defence of India Rules empowered Provincial .
@ovEtnments to prohibit strikes and lockouts. ‘The post

ooy
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war condition (present time) 1946-1949, ushered in inflation,
scarcity of food stuffs, cloth and consumer goods .afld 'the
grave problem of unemployment owing to demobilisation,
partition and retrenchment. The conditions were thus
charged with enough combustibles to set aflame dlsc_ontent
and dissatisfaction. Lobour through its organisation be-
came strong. One such strong Labour Union in India at
present is the Railway. The All-India Railwaymen’s
Federation has today 15 affliated unions with a total
membership of 1,29,074 workers. We have at presencicur
trade unions:—A. I. T. U. C. controlled by the Communists,
I. N. T. U. C. by the Congress, Federation of labour by the
Royists and Indian Labour Congress by the Socialists.
During this period India became free and independent and
our own national government came into being. The strike
wave also spread far and wide and the relations between
Capital and Labour became unhappy, and production slowed
down. With a view to prevent the worsening of the situation
the Central Government passed the Trade Union (Amend-
ment) Act and the Industrial Disputes Act 1947 to promote
healthy Trade Unionism and industrial peace. They also
. set up tripartite consultations and negotiations on the model
- of International Labour Organisation between Government,
employers and Workers’' Representatives to resolve differen-
ces and also called for an industrial truce for 3 years which
was agreed to at the Labour Conference in April 1948 by the
employers and workers for stepping up production. Further
series of important measures for the welfare of the Indian
_workers were also passed such as The New Factories Act 1948,
- The  Minimum Wages Act etc. Employers state
- insurance corporation was also inaugurated. Further there
are still pending before the Indian Legislature other labour
_ameliorative measures. The demand for Labour’s share in
~ the profit of production has been raised by the Trade Unions
ch the present view of the Central Government is tijat
ting excessive profits in industries by ~suitable
f taxation and otherwise both Labour and Capital
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will share the profit of their common effort after making
provisions for payment of fair wages to labour, a fair return
on capital employed in the industry and reasonable reserves
for the maintenance and expansion of the undertaking.

‘History repeats itself’. Thus the present day
militancy and indiscipline among the ranks of the Indian
workers and the story of Government’s interference are
closely Jinked up with the growth and development of the
Indiap rade Unionism. The leadership of the union when
if originated in India was in the hands of the brilliant
citizens of India but now it is in the hands of political
adventurers whose self is placed before country’s interests
and who have no compunction for their affinity to foreign
power. It is one thing to fight a foreign power through
another foreign power but it is totally mischievous and
misdirected to fight Indian Nationalism with the crutches
of foreign power. Such misguided people will take heed of
what they do before it is too late. Alas they know not that
they are cutting the branch under their feet!

Healthy trade unionism, we repeat, is good. Itcould .
bring about ameliorative measures to labour taking capital
with it in harmonious relationship. But what we find today s
is a good deal of friction and tension in Capital-Labour
relationship, the Tesponsibility for which must be laid
without much hesitation on the shoulders of unhealthy
leadership of the unions now in India. To get rid of this
impasse, the best solution is to cleanse the rank and file of
trade unionism in the interest of the country by eschewing
outsiders. It is to bring about this healthy reform in trade”
unionism, the Chambers of Commerce of Madras Province
recently at Madras represented to the Hon’ble Sardar
Vallabhai Patel on 22—2-—'49 that it should be enunciated
that none save workers in a craft or industry should be
officers in trade unions. For it is only just and proper that
those who presume to speak for workers should be familiar

“With their work and the conditions of the industry. The
e .
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trade unions of the west are so officered and much of their
success is due to that. If the Government of India want to
end the exploitation eof labour by different categories of
political adventurers of Communist, Socialist or Congress

variety, they have to eliminate the outsiders from the
industry.

The good news coming from New Delhi that the
industrial production is rising is not enough, for it has to be
maintained if the battle against inflation has to Be. won.
For maintaining the increase in industrial production, th€re
should be complete understanding and co-operation between
Labour and Capital in an atmosphere of mutual trust and
concord. Indian National Governments especially the
provincial governments viewed with suspicion Capital and
this suspicion dictated their policies towards private enter-
prise. For example the Prakasam Ministry in Madras
launched not only propaganda but also hurled invectives
against capital and private enterpnse This lent support to
those who led labour which resulted in pampering Iabour to
make them demand higher and higher wages and teaching
them indiscipline and militancy. ‘‘Sudden increase in wages
does no good while production is low, as it will, in the long
run worsen the economic structure’”’ observed Mr. Kidwai
(Minister of Education) at New Delhi, addressing the Post
and Telegraph workers on 16~-2—'49. While the standard
of living of the industrial working class deserves to be
increased, it should be remembered that it hardly represents
one percent of the total population and it has to be weighed
against the interests of the g9« of the consumers. The Fair

. Wages Committee which met quite recently expressed their
; o;umon that though the workers are entitled to living wages,
: _*getthe pzesent condition in India ill-affords that possibility.

ther words, India has to become a prosperous nation to
nnmic problems:.

pendﬁnn in Indian Union now is that labour 41d
tmednwted ‘which has led others to inter-
v ‘lo beewed ‘This has to be undertatz’éﬁ‘
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by the Government so that they may come up to the western
standards of living. Further, wages of labour are being

~ enhanced at present without corresponding growth in
_ production, (unlike the western practice) on the plea that

Capital makes profits and Labour is poor and impoverished-
The question of work and merit is not taken into
consideration. There is the Government to see that the
excessive and extra gains of capital are taken away. Butit
is not in the interests of the worker himself to expect higher
wages without working to increase his efficiency much less

it f€in the interest of the community. In India the labour cost

per unit of production ishigher by 200% in spite of lower wages
paid thanin other countries because of the.lower efficiency and
slower production of the Indian worker. In almost every
factory in the West they have an apprenticeship scheme and
every worker takes 3 years’time before becomirg a full-

% edged worker. But in India six month’s time is considered

Le

_enough to become a permanant worker. In other countries
in some cases where higher skill is required they undergo
nearly 7 years training, the usual age being (1o-19) for the
general kind of training. Here in India one year is con-
sidered sufficient. At present the percentage of idlenessis
10% in private enterprise and 309, at least in state owned
industries...All the idleness in working tinie is costly and it

~means that money is paid out for nothing. Many a firm has

come to an end becavse of this reason. The wages of a
British workman are 4 fimes of those paid in Bombay
whereas the weaver in Bombay looks after one loom,

in England he looks after 6 ‘looms.  Therefore

in spite of the high wages of the workers the actual
labour cost per loom and per yard of fabric produced is
lower in England than itis in India. In India a tremendous
amount of work has to be*done in order to develop consumer
industries. The tendency in the West is to work intensively
and to produce the largest quantity in the shortest time.

~ Hegfee it is that their standard of living has been raised.

The opinion of the Government of India on the question of'’
profif sharing by labour'is that it should be equated to
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to their productive capacity. Thisis quite welcome since
according to standards any scheme of profit sharing should
be worked out putting a permium on efficiency and greater
output on the part of the labourer and on the part of the
industry. Rather it should be more like a scheme of
production bouns than a scheme of profit sharing. For
nowhere in the world is there any such profit sharing
scheme as such on a country-wide basis.

Here and now we welcome the decision of theJ. L. O.
Charter of Rights for Labour, enunciating the forma&ion of
healthy trade uninionism. Tn the Indian Union there were
216 new Trade Unions formed in 1947-1948 making a total
of 729 unions in all since the passing of the Indian Trade
Union act...... To-day the Labour Union is one of the main
cogs in the gear of industrial production in India, for its

- leaders to day are aiming at political power and personal
distinction for themseives without any consideration for the
.interests of the nation. This is rendered possible because
of the illiteracy and indifference of the Indian worker.
. The average Indian worker is not ambitious to work to
improve himself and to benefit the industry for the pro-
sperity of the country. He is irresponsible and it is no fault

¢ of his, for he is allowed by the Government to be taught
to be irresponsible. To quote an instance. The Bombay
Socialist leader, Mr Asoka Mehta, addressing the textile
workers at Coimbatore in 1948 said that if certain mills
were not able to work efficiently, Govt. should not hesitate
to do away with such incompetant managements. - The
Daily Mail rightly commented on it that he had of course his
* own meaning for the words “‘efficiency’’ and ‘‘incompetent’’.
Accordmg to him the “inefficient’”- and ‘incompetent’

~ man a.gemepts are those wh:ch do not submit to him or to

‘Sta "Regimenta.tion, Socialisation or Nationalisation
med tends to inflate the conditions)of
his is not the time for our country to experi-

Rxghtly the Govemment of India have shéf’“'ﬁ'
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it for another ten years and our Deputy Prime Minister
‘avers that our country could not attempt it now.
. The Provinces which have attempted wnationalisation in
_one or two industries have found it costly. We .find a
sample in the Madras Province’s nationalisation of transport.
It could be done only by increasing the passenger
fares and this hits the poor passenger who is asked
to pay it. The experience of the workers and people
in Great Britain is much the same. There too nationa-
lLisation® has been followed by increase in prices of the
p=odifcts nationalised such as Coal, Electricity etc. Thus
this bogey of nationalisation added to irresponsible labour
leadership is, to-day in India, the cause for the Capital
going hiding and becoming shy. At this time Government
of India inviting foreign capital for the rapid industrialisation
of the country on the same terms as are allowed to the local
Capital will not meet with success unless least State inter-
ference and healthy irade unionism are guaranteed. Sir
Homi Modi rightly points out.that the country to which we
_ are to-day looking for assistance is one which is wedded to
the idea of free enterprise and abhors anything in the
nature of State Regimentation of the industries. He
reminds us that it is a country too in which both Capital and
Labour believe that by their co-operation, they can achieve ’
more for themselves and for the benefit of the State.
American organised labour is never weary of telling its
members that the more the Siate interferes with the
industry, the heavier will be the consequent burden ofthe ad-
ministration upon the tax-payer. The best example is in our
Madras Province wherein our Finance Minister is .never
weary of levying taxes on the plea that this is the best time®
to levy taxes to meet the cost of the State administération.
The whole basis of Capital and Labour relationship inU. S, A.
is the elimination of outside interference and substitution
therefor of mutual discussion and right understanding of
~ onft another’s problems among themselyes and this policy
'-';_.}-\has proved wholesome. If standards in U.S. A. today are
_ “Biglfer than anywhere else in the world, if the worker in



U. S. A. whether on the land or in a factory getsa higher
wage and lives.a fuller life than his counterpart in other
countries, it is because his union seeks to co-operate with the
Capital to bring down costs by increasing productions thus
making it possible for Capital to pay the higher wages which
the rising standards demand. But unfortunately, in India,
today the Labour leadership is in the hands of political
parties who distrust Capital and attempt at sabotaging the
existing National Government. We are glad the Govern-
ment of India have begun to move in this matter. “The
Government of India are taking steps tosee that outside.:
do not hold such positions in labour executives as would
enable them to foment unrest in labour ranks”, declared,
Mr. Jaleshwar, Chief Labour Commissioner. Government of
India, speaking at a reception on July 8th, 1949 at Patna.
““With this object in view”’, he added, ‘‘the Government of
India are drafting a Labour Relations Bill to limit the
membership of Labour Executives drawn from the non-
working Class strata to 4% of its total complement, as
against 509, permitted under the existing legislation”.

India has yet to learn the experience of the West
because in India to-day both Labour and Capital look to
Government assistance in achieving what could be better
secured by close co-operation among themselves. But so
long as private enterprise is not left free, save for the
minimum regulations necessary to ensure fair-play to all
engaged in industry and labour is not encouraged to deal
directly with Capital and vice versa, till then the develop-
ment of our country’s resources will be  halted and Capital
foreign and indigenous will fight shy. The Bombay
Financial ' Minister Mr.' V. L. Mehta at Bombay on
Feb. 19,1949 put forward a plea for the removal of bitter-
_ ness between: Labonr and Capital and stressed the im-
~portance of the Employer and Fmployee looking upon
 the S as co-participants in the task of stepping up

prc “Both are means to an end and that is'
lenty in the country as a whole’. He righly
the attempt to substitute the weapon of strike -

€
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for the ballot box ; and threat pressure and coercion to persi-
asion reasoning and argument: We trust and hope that his
voice will not be a cry in wilderness. The Indian Govern-
ment which has hitherto been tryimg to placart their
political opponents whose objectives were camoufiaged
under the leadership of the Labour Uniens will now open
their eyes to the sabotaging methods of their opponents and
in time steer clear from them by checking them and keeping
the sitvation on hand. Sir Hugh in 1947 commenting on the
pnlicy-adopted by the National Government then, observed,
that we were suffering from lack of realism and that outside
interference in Labour and Capital relationship had brought
about indiscipline and mililancy in the labour rank and file
which should be checked in time.

We are told that the Works Committees are intended
to bring Capital and Labour together so that they may
understand one another but that it is not in their Province to
resolve their differences, which had to be done by the Indus-
t¢rial Tribunal (an outside Body). It should be noted
here and now that the problem before us in Capital and
Labour relationship is not in their personal relation but in
Labour’s agitation for higher wages, dearnmess allowance,
bonus etc. So the :object of the Works Committee is
rendered 2 farce and it is worth scrapping out before it
comes to an end by itself through inanition. Instead of
Industrial Tribunals which at present are outside Bodies, it
is better to have tripartite Councils for every district,
instead of only one for India as at present, with represent-
atives of Labour, Capital and the Government (who' have a
knowledge of the working of industry) so that in every
major industry at least industrial truce may be observed
inorder to increase production for the good of the Industry
which might in timelead to the reunion of Capital and Labour
which alone will contribute to the happiness of the common
citigen and prosperity of India.

e o  ammEEmEW.



Battle for Literécg

- Why countries like Canada, Australia, U. S. A, and
U. K. are so prosperous and why India, a sub-continent,
with a population equal to all the above countiries put
together is so poor, and how the citizens of the “abcve
Western Countries areable to live toat least twicethe age than
those in India and how they have managed to raise their
standard of living to the present high level and thus wrested
a clean march over those here in'India? The answer to this
one question, as pointed out by Sir M. Visvesvaraya is
illiteracy which “have led to the indolence of the average
Indian Citizen, whereas his counter-part in the West is liter-
ate and hence ambitious and strains every nerve to uplift
himself and his country. It is the primary duty of our young
national Government to take immediate steps to make its
citizens become alive to their duties and responsibilities. No
cost or expenditure is too high to give a high priority to
literacy drive (battle for literacy), for then alone we repeat,
that it will open the eyes of every one of its citizens to the
fact that each of them should work to uplift himself and thus
make India great a.nd the Indian Nation a power and might,
to reckon w:th

:3 - .';:\ Inthe w;k‘e of ireedom we have several problems to
: of them could be solved if only we could con-
m ur pnma.ry individual attention on the most
ar nd outstanding of these—the liquidation of
ch in turn will liquidate, the bane of our nation
ence and apathy. With .the introduction of
is urgent that the masses should be
that they may reap fully the benefits of
should be borne in mind that the working
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of the adult franchise dependson battle for literacy. The
right vote in adult franchise should be made dependant on
ability to read and write. Otherwise the future of demo-
cracy would be at stake since the illiterate is prone to sell
his vote. A Government to be a real Government of the
people, should be a Government of the literate people. No
progress in economic, political and social life of the people

* is possible if illiteracy is not eradicated from the country.

In this connection let me quote the stirring appeal made by
Dr. L JMathias, Archibishop of Madras: “We all know the
te’rrible evils of illiteracy. Like a blight upon the land, it
withers every hope, promise, progress and development.....
To the individual literacy brings the realisation of fuller life.
It opens to him new vistas of interest, pleasure and action,
RKnowledge is power. If our country were I100% literate
what a tremendous power would the people wield! They
would be able to take a more intelligent interest in the admi-
nistration of the country and work with great efficiency
for its welfare. The greatest asset of a country is a high
percentage of literacy to its people.” -

It is true the problem of cradicating illiteracy in

India, where a population greater in number than the entire

population of the Western Hemisphere excet:t Russia is =
' jlliterate, is stupendous. India is the second largest popu-

.

lated nation in the World and only 10% of her population

. are literate. We admit that the work to be done is colossal.

This should not deter us lest we should sink. But we must

. determine to solve it by adopting in right earnest here and
_now titanic measures to fight Baiile for Literacy, so that
our people as they become literate by reading books and
 hearing lectures, could better their conditions by themselves

‘so much so the Government would have done its duty to

- make its citizens active ‘;and:.-:_enler'getic to perform their
_obligations and duties to their country instead of sitting

. tl%ht on their rights and privileges. , : :
_ The need of the hour ‘Battle for Literacy’ is peremp-

ény batgaming at this vhoui: in the i;nmediate--addp-tiOn

2
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of full vigorous meassures, either through lack of founds or
other reasons, is only bargaining for our poverty and extin-
ction as a race. This should be borne in mind. We repeat
once again. Asrightly observed by Dr. Frank Lambach,
special Counsellor, World Literacy Committee, when addres-
sing the Adult Education Conference at Madras on 26th
March 1949:- ““this present big vicious circle of poverty cum
illiteracy in India must be tackled and broken at the point
of illiteracy’”’. There is no usein complaining against the
foreign government which quitted in 1947. It sefved its
purpose. It had opened our eyes against class exclusiveness
and monopoly in learning and liberalised education to come
within the reach of all. Neverthless it suited them to keep
the masses uneducated so that there might be less thorns
by their side in administration. They took advantage of
cheapness of education prevalent in India. Vedas were
taught in the dark corridors of the temples without light,
adequate space or use of slates, since they were all Tepeated
- from memory. Further philanthrophists subsidised money for
education. Naturally the foreign Govt. were niggardly
in expending for education. But now the time has come
when the People’s Government must and should be of the
literate people. There is no evasion of this issue further
* possible Me¥ely declaring ourselves as u democratic state
~on the strength of our ancient civilization does no good to
anybody,_\mu'g'h less to ourselves, unless and until side by
: siqg‘:,immgdiaﬁe‘titqnic steps are adopted by us to Practically
~ reinforce that 'décleration of evolving a democratic state in
reality (in fpu.sum and substance). We will statein detail
~ elsewhere under the heading ‘THE ‘YOUNG NATIONAL
 *GOVE VT AT WORK* what our Central and Provin-
rovernments have done in this direction. Here, we
t Ourselves by merely indicating the manner how
';h?‘?l_'acy .co_uld be fought and won. But
vat resent is confined to educating illiterate
we do 1ot touch the field of hig\er
S as a sequence to our huge efforts 'in
S o 3 < = .
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Battle for Literacy must be a forked pincer double
‘edged drive. A vigorous drive for compulsory universal
child education must be supplemented and complemented
by a simultaneous gigantic effort for compulsory universal
‘adult education. We repeat that unless the present system
of compulsory school attendance of the children is reinforced
by adult literacy compaign, India will not become literate.
' We are already witnessing the debacle of great wastage in
primary education in vogue because the school going children
drop gut on the way, as no adequate provision is made to
complete their attendance till their course is finished or till
they attain a particular age. In India, whichis primarily
~ a land of villages whose population more than 8o« reside
in villages, to bring the children to school even in compulsory
_ areas is so difficult because of their parents who, illiterate as
they are, have no desire to see them literate.

What state should do to enforce Compulsory
Universal Adult Education :
L6 200
. 1. Everyinducement, encouragement and attraction
~ should be extended by the young National Government fo ,
' the present educated youth in India to make him realise his
. obligations to his countrymen and to come forward to work
_ with zest in eradicating the illiteracy of his neighbour taking
~ interest in him. Each one (literate) to teach one (illiterate)
 should no longer remain an ideal but must be translated
~ into action. . Sufficient encouragement should be offered to
 educated adults to go to the villages and through their
lectures, wall pictures and cinema slides make the villagers
~ take interest in education. The head of the wvillage and
' other officials of the village should be educated first
' and they should be selected to carry on the  propa-
. ganda. Thereis no need at this stage for trained adults in
Sogial Education since it will take time and we will let go
precious time of becoming a prosperous nation early.
ry inducement should be offered to make them develop
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enthusm.sm for the hqmda.hon oi illiteracy. We stress the
need for full coordination by official and non official agencies
in the liquidation of adult illiteracy.

2. The method of approachineducating the illiterate
adult should be from the known to the nnknown. Greatest
care should be taken as to the practical aspect of teaching
the illiterate by creating a psychological background by
which the illiterate would never feel inferior to his teacher.
Books should be in simple mother tongue about evgryday
interesting things and he must be induced to read newspapers
and periodicals in mother tongue which should be specially
published each month in simple langunage taking care to add
more and more new words every time.

Adults should ,ﬁot be bothered with the children’s
books lest they might resent them.

3. As Dr. Franck Lambach said ‘if you teach a
man, you have taught one but if you teach a woman, you
have taught a family. The problem of making India
literate was more a problem for woman than man. If you
do not make a woman literate nobody will’. If every edu-
cated man and woman are induced to respond to this call,
they can make India literate in no time.

Unlversal Cbmpulsory Child Education
' is a Necessity

s The greatest of Indna S problems today is to g1ve a

'n,ihas been recogmsed by .om:
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At present there is no system of primary eduocation
_ in most parts of India though the number of rural and urban
schools are slowly increasing. Most of the primary schools
are run by Local Boards and Muncipalities. Asan eminent
educationalist remarked ‘‘the teachers employed in those
institutions are paid the wages which are paid to domestic
servants and whenever thev ask for living wages their
attention is drawn by the authorities to the portrait of
~ Mahatma Gandhi adorning their ricketty walls to inculcate
in thejn that love of labour and sacrifice must be their
> . .
ambition in life as a homage to the greatest son of India™
and yet our Educational Minister asks these teachers to
maintain the dignity of their profession. Eight Provincial
Legislatures have passed compulsory Primary ‘Educational
Acts.
- Excise Revenue Sacrificed
Sri O. P. Ramaswami Reddiar, when he was Premier,

of this province, said that the existing facilities for education
in this provinee could cater only to the needs of about 12%
of the population. If they wanted to give free and com-
pulsory ‘education to all the children in the province, the
Government would require 46 crores of rupees while the
whole income of the Government was only 48 crores. And
| yet he, heading his Government, threw away 173 crores of
annual excise revenue in spite of the advice of his own
- Central Government. We the 5 crores of the citizens of the
province have no voice to gquestion the 200 gentlemen
{ for this wanton act of depriving 5 crores of
~ population from their legitimate birthright to education, to
better their conditions of life and to lead prosperous lives:,
Our Madras Government excels in volums of publications
~on designs in prosperity, in sending teachers to be trained

for basic education but not in doing “‘first things’ first
things which alone will save, at this juncture, the 52 millions’
of this province. :

s What is Mysore doing?

 We will now commend for emulation to the Madras
en.ilment what has been achieved by a sister State,

- &
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Mysore in the face of similar circumstances. Mysore State
recognising that education is the need of a growing demo-
cracy the first financial act of the popular government has
been to raise the educational budget from 15.8 of the total
revenue to 25.8%. This is due to the forward policy under-
taken by the people’s Government which has given education
the highest priority in the national effort. Introducing full
compulsory universal elementary education in nine talaks
of the State, Mysore’s People’s Government observed with
deserved pride ‘We are standing on the threshhold 3f_ great
and momentous happenings and if the youth of the land aYe
to be worthy of the inheritance which is theirs, we have to
begin in right earnest to equip them for this great task.
This can be done only by spreading education throughout
the length and breadth of the land and by giving the right
orientation to it on the national lines”. The scheme of
compulsory attendance of children which was introduced in
the year 1945—1946 provided :for the compulsory retention q
of pupils once admitted to schools on a voluntary basis until
the completion of the course or until the age of 12 whichever
was earlier. The scheme which was introduced in nine
. taluksof the State in that year is being extended to a fresh
" set of nine taluks every year since then. Mysore Adult
Educational Council has organised literary classes for adults
and have given every encouragement to volun tary agencies
- working to eradicate the pest of illiteracy from the land.
Vans fitted up with a generator and a loud speaker and
educational films (cine), not to speak of radios, folk songs
dances, are engaged in imparting visual and oral education
~to people living in villages. At the present rate,
of Mysore with the help of their Government are

the people
: i determined
‘to end the scourge of illiteracy tooth and nail from their
~ Statein fifteen years. All glory to those brave soldiers
th the weapon of emergency carrying the torch of 3
to the nook and corner of their land !




B. The Young National Government at Work.
A brief sketch of the history of
Elementary Education in India

 With the advent of British Rule in India, a new
chaptet in Indian Educational History began which Charles
Modi’s despatches in 1854 laying stress on primary educa-
tion on one hand and on the other, facilitating higher
education resulting in the foundation of the Univerities of
Madras, Calcutta and Bombay in 1857. With the
introduction of constituitional reforms in 1921, Indian
Education became a proviucial transferred subject and was
placed under the charge of a Minister responsible for the
Provincial Legislative Council. The Central Advisory Board
of Education and the Bureau of Education began refunc-
tioning in August and December 1935 respectively. The
main subject before the board for consideration was that of

~ primary education. The year 1938—1939 is important in

+that it initiated many experiments on the lines of Wardha

~ scheme. Thisis anadaptation to Indian needs of educa-

tional changes which have revolutionised the elementary
stage of education in England. In 1940-1941, there were
11,697,849 pupils in the recognised primary schools as against
11,445,372 in 1939-1940. Of these 8,828,396 were boys and

- 2,869,453 were girls. This fiure sounds impressive but

education in India cites interesting statics of great wastage

2’ in anary Educatmn
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Post War Educatlonal Plan

The most important piece of work done by the
Ceqtral Advisory Board of Education was a post war scheme
for a nahonal system of education with a view to provide al}
chxldren to pass the hxgh schools and enter the portals of a



university. Thisscheme was approved at a special meeting
of the Central Advisory Board of Education at Dehra Dun
on the 13th, 14th & 16th October 1948. This scheme was
outlined in'a Memorandum prepared by Sir John Sargeant,
the then Education Adviser to the Government of India as
a part of post-war reconstruction plan in 1945. According
to the plan, literacy in India will be complete at the end of
50 years. It comprises of a 20 years campaign to liquidate
illiteracy among adults. Mr Sargeant lays stressyon the
jmportance of a system of universal compulsory ard free
education for all boys and girls between the ages of 6 and 14.
Tt is estimated to cost Rs. 200 crores and would call for
i,80,000 teachers to teach 52,000,000 pupils.

The Young National Central (Congress)
- Government at work

Their first act was to form a separate Ministry of
Education at the Centre. They passed a resolution on
August x4th, 1048, defining their policy rtegarding the
medium of instruction in educational institutions. They
stressed the principle that a child should be instructed in the
early stage of its education through the medium of its
mother tongue. In this connection owing to several
languages prevailing locally, it is found difficult for any
State or Province to adopt any single language as the
medium of instruction. Further it is felt that unless a
minimum number of children with a similar mother tongue
_are available, teaching in their mother tongue will create
administrative and financial difficulties. The Government
* of India have defined. First Stage of Education as the stage of
_ primafy education to the group of children of the ages of 6
'vr;jf.'l‘l:,lqth_exj tongue at the junior basic stage;
of Education as a higher stage after junior basic
e pupils have to learn the language of the

, .
g over the 15th Meeting of theé
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Central Advisory Board of Education disclosed that the
Government have accepted the entire report of the Committee
of Experts appointed by the Government of India on the
introduction of Universal Compulsory Basic Education in
the country. A new system of adult education which would
in future be called social educaiion had also been accepted.
He also announced a 12z points programme to speed up the
schemes and said that funds have been provided in the next
year’s bpdget for the implementation of the schemes. He,

ppesidang over the meeting next day (9-1-'49), conflrmed
and amplified the resolution passed at the second All-India
Conference on Child Education, that the education of the
children must be the responsibility of the State which should
provide necessary facilities and create conditions for child

education in every part of the country, introducing time
limit of To years to the group of children of the ages of 6

and rr without defriment to facilities for abler children to

pass to the secondary and higher education.

In this connection the Government of India, Ministry
of Education has drawn up several schemes Wthh constitute
the new educational edifice :— ' :

A. Adult Education Committee of the Central Advisory

. Board of Education has worked out a detailed scheme of

——

sacial education with the target of obtaining 5% literacy
vn,tbm a penod of 3 years.

B. A second ‘Committee has prepared the framework of

’ 1éecnndary education in India.
C. A third Committee has dealt with the most con— ;

troversial pmblem of the medmm of instruction in the
~aniversities. i

“ P. A fourth Comrnrttee i's workmg out the ways and

, means of promot’mo‘ educatxanat develojnnent in Imha
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Mirister for Education in the new set up also and not to
tack it on to a Minister having other portfolios as is con-
templated in the proposals before them arising from devalu-
ation and retrenchment if they want to implement
their declaration of 6th April 1948 that their immediate
objective is to provide educational facilities and to promote
a rapid rise in the standard of living of the people by
exploiting the latent resources of the country, increasing
prodm.tlon and offering potentialities to all for employment

in the service of the country thus solving the ecgnomlc
problems.

The Madras Government at work

In 1944, The Madras Govt. in accordance with the
recommendations of the post war committee, prepared a plan
of compulsory education to bring under instruction 1,390,000
children within the five years—1946-1951. The number of
pupils actually admitted under the scheme at the end of
1947 was only 1,69,078. As an inducement to poor children
to join schools under the Compulsory Elementary Edu-
cational scheme, free midday meals, books, and slates were

. supplied to school children at Government cost.

The Congress Madras Government which started well
in 1046 with a separate Minister in charge of Education
answerable to the Legislature has in 1949 beginning relegated
it to a secondary place by tacking it on as an additionaj

portfolio to the Law Minister. We would point out here
_and now that unless a separate Minister is placed in charge
"of Educatlon. the Government will be spoon-feeding the
indolent. They discontinued in April 1048 giving free mid-
~day meals to poor children, on the plea of lack of funds.
ould plead reconsideration on this matter since already
 great wastage in primary education. They accepted
ic Education as the method of instruction. They deputed
1 of officers and teachers to Wardha to undergo, 4 the
c eﬂucatxon and decided after the close_ of the
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__quinquennium 1946-1951 to convert ordinary 'elementary
schools inte basic schools as and when sufficient number of
teachers trained in basic educatson became available. The
number of secondary schools for boys and girls increased
from 588 to 620 for boys and from 108 to 181 for girls.
The scheme for reorganisation of secondary education
providing a large variety of course of study popularly known
as bifurcated courses was introduced after the close of the
quinquennium 1945-1949. The use of the mother-tongue of
the majority of the pupils as the medium of instruction
generally in all schoools was insisted on with a view to guide

the publication of text books in the regional languages.
They published also standard lists of scientific terms in the

regional languages in 1947. Early in 1947, a Board of
Experts in all branches of education called the principa]
Advisory Beard of Education was constituted to advise the
Government.

With the introduction of compulsory education, the
shortage of teachers was felt very acutely. Therefore,
between 1946-1947, 990 men and 189 women were trained
under the emergency course of training of the secondary
_grade of one year’s duration and payment of stipends for the
secondary grade training was restored. Although it is
T0 years since the University of Madras has interested itself
in adult education, it is only now steps are being taken in
that direction. The government is considering the proposal
to have adult literary centres attached to secondary schools
which number ro4r through the elementary schools which
number over 4ooo. They have opened 1000 schools in
villages in 1948 to provide in all 3,500 villages with a popul-
ation of 300. We are glad to learn that there is a proposal

2

_ to gpen a training school for teachers in basic education at

Pesivanaickenpalayam ‘'near Coimbatore. we have now ;
~_an opportunity of knowing what it exactly is, smce 1t ¥
. GI@& ‘to.Malabar :
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B. The Young National Government at Work
A brief sketch of Government of india’s
- Industrial policy

: Th° Young National Governmeut headed by the
greatest son and precious jewel of India, Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru; our Prime Minister, made a declaration of ite indus-
trial policy in 1948, inber alia, that the state could contribute
more quickly to'the increase of national wealth by expanding
its present activities wherever it is already operating and by
concentrating on new wunits of production in otherefields,
rather than acquiring and running existing units. Meanwhile
private enterprise properly directed and regulated has a
valuable role #to pay. On these cons;deratmns they
decided that:—

(A) manufacture of arms and ammunitions.

(B) the production and control of the Atomic
Energy, and

. (C) the ownership and management of railway trans-
port should be the excluswe monopoly of the Central
Government.

In the following industries, the state which include
Central, Provincial and state Governments and other

s public authorities will be exclusively responsible for the

establishment of new wundertakings except where in_ the
na.tlona.l interests the state itself finds it necessary to secure
the co-operatlon of private enterprise subject to such control
and regulatlon as the Central Government may prescribe :—

(A) Coal (B) Iron and steel (C) Aircraft Manufacture
(D') Ship Building (E) Manufacture of telephones, telegraph
a:nﬁ ‘wireless apparatus excludrng radio receiving sets and
(F) ’ﬂfmemls Provided in any emergency the Central
Government would always have the power to take over any
industry vgtai:imnatmnal defence.
: . State Enterpnse 2

he Hﬂnagemenini state enterprise will as a rule
be through the medium of public corporations under. éhe
ontrol of the Central Government There are
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certain basic industries of importance apart from those
mentioned above, the planning and regulation ef which by
Central Government is necessary in the national interest-

The following industries will be the subjects of central
control and regulation.

(A) Salt (B) Automobiles and tractors (C) Prime
movers (D) Electric Engineering. (E) Other heavy Machi-
neries (J) Machine tools (G) Heavy chemicals, fertilizers,
Pharagiacew ticals and drugs (H) Electro—chemical industries
(I) Nonferrous metals (J) Sugar (K) Paper and Newsprint
(L) Air and Sea Transport (M) Minerals and (N) Industries

relating to the defence etc.
private Enterprise

The Government of India have decided to let existing
undertakings to develop for a period of 10 years during which
time they will be allowed all facilities for efficient working
and reasonable expansion. At the end of 10 years the whole
matter will be reviewed and a decision taken in the light of
circumstances obtaining at that time. If itis decided that
the state should acquire any unit, the fundamental rights
guaranteed by the constitution will be observed and compen- 5
sation awarded on a fair and equitable basis.

Foreign Capital

Tt is realised that the participation of foreign capital
will be of value for industrial technique and knowledge but
it will be carefully regulated in the nationalinterest. Suitable

legislation will be introduced for this purpose. The lawe
will provide that as rule the nrajor interest in the ownership
should always be in the Indian hands.

Agricultural Policy:

e The vast cultivable waste lands all over India should
hasre the highest priority to be brought under the plough for
_subséantially raising the primary produce and attaining a
maximpm self-sufficiency in the matter of food. The import
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of foodgrains into India from foreign countries should stop
by 1951, as has been proposed, and during the next year the
‘import of foodgrains should be restricted to the barest necess-
ity since it is a drainon the revenues of the country especially
so, after the devalution of the rupee in terms of the dollar.

Cottage Industries

The Government of India have constituted a Cottage
Industries Board and propose to create a suitable machmery
to implement its recommendations. A cottage and “sma#
industries directorate will also be -set up under the Direc-
torate General of Industries and Supplies. The National
Planning Committe: have emphasised the important role of
cottage industries in national economy as these alone will
provide a considerable proportion of cottage funds and
employment for a large number of workers.

Measures to Check Inflation

Fom'-pfonged drive was initiated to achieve this end.
+ in October, 1948. They were:—

(A) to take all possible steps to keep the Government
expenditure as low as possible, consistent with efficiency
and to increase revenues by all available means;

(B) to make a concerted effort immediately to ensure
that there is no further rise in prices and cost of living;
(€) to order future policy so as to secure in the
shortest possible time a progressive reduction in prices to
reasonable levels and to ensure the supply of an increasing
voiume of goads and services;

L l;B} wherever possxb}e every endeavour should e
- made to urtail the ‘purchasing power in the hands ofsthe .
people t pis'ﬁﬁt any addition thereto.



ciige o
Labour Welfare Schemes

The Government of India’s Five Year Plan launched
in 1946 by the Hon. Jagjivan Ram, Minister of Labour,
aims at a uniform co-ordinated labour policy for the entire
country to promote social security and industrial peace, to
ensure fair wages, satisfactory conditions of work, a
higher standard of living, and to provide for education
and training and full employment. The plan includes not
only workers in organised industries but also others such are
ia agriculture, commerce etc.

The post-war depression and the resultant industrial
unrest paved the way for the Government to take a deeper
interest in labour problems. With a view to prevent the
unrest from taking a serious turn, The Industrial Disputes
Act of 1947 was passed which is to be substituted by a new
Act shorty. It authorises the setting up of machinery for
twofold purposes of prevention and settlement of disputes.
The adoption in recent times of tripartite consultations and
negotiations on the model of international labour organis-
ation has helped to prevent and settle disputes. Labour
Conference and its standing - Labour Committees have
furthered full and frank discussion of labour problems. The
year 1948 is epoch-making in labour legislation. Several
ameliorative measures for labour have been passed; some
were passed this year and still there are many more on

the anvil.

In order to secure the maximum increasein production,
the Government of India accepted the following proposals,
of the Industrial Conference held in 1947. The system of
remuneration to Capital as well as to Labour must be so
devised that while in the interests of consumers and primary
producers excessive profits should be prevented by suitable
mephods of taxation and otherwise, both will share the
preduct of their common effort after making provision.for

- payment of fair wages to labour, fair return to Capital
employed in the industry, and reasonable reserves for the
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maintenance and expansion of the industry. The labour
share of profit should be on the sliding scale normally varying
with production. They propose in addition to establish
a suitable machinery for advising on fair wages, on fair
remuneration to Capital and on improving conditions of
Iabour. They will also take steps to associate labuur in all
matters concerning industrial productien. The machinery
will consist of:— i

1. A Central Advisory Conncil .

2. Provincial Labour Advisory Board S -

3. Works and production Committees attached to

each major industrial establishment.

The Government of India onzgth September, 1948
have set up a tripartite Central Advisory Council with a view
to ensure the fullest cooperation between labour and
Management and to maintain stable and friendly -re-
lations between them. The main function of the Council
will be to advise the Government of the measures to veitaken
to achieve their objectives as set forth in their resolution
on their industrial policy dated 6th April, 1948. In particular,

¢ the Council will advise the Government on the determination
« of fair wages to Labour, fair return on Capital employed,
reasonable reserve, and Labour’s share of the surplus profits
and on the methods by which labour could cooperate with
employers in securing an increase in production and for
regulation of relations between employer and labour. The
coungil rec‘ently decided on a scheme of fair wages to labour,
but disagreed on the question of participation of labour in
-profits at present The Minimum Wages Bill for labour
in certain industries and for agricultural labour was passed
and it will come into effect from 1st April, 1950,
€. Plea for “First things First
rue Citizenship the need of the hour
india which has just attained freedom from ior:a.ign
d. address hereself to First Things First, ig any
- development. The prosperity of.the country

=<t
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depends upon a large number of our people being happy and
prosperous. Therefore it is the primary duty of the Govern-
ment to educate its citizens to enable them to understand
their rights and duties, which alone will make them happy
and prosperous. True citizenship is a blessing which is the
outcome of unceasing effort on the part of every individual
citizen to clothe, feed, and improve himself. Every citizen
should enjoy the fruits of his labour in the form of rights and
responsi.bilities.

®  “The average Indian Citizen to-day is indolent and apa-
thetic, asheisilliterate and poor. He does not know the value
of his work in terms of his own happiness and his country’s
prosperity. It is the paramount duty of the Government to
awaken this dormant feeling in him by helping him with the
light of introspection. In short, itis their duty to educate
him to understand his duties and responsibilities in a free
India. He has to evince interest in himself in terms of his
K country men. He has to feel that if he is happy,
the Indian nation will be prosperous. His latent resources
‘have to be exploited for the service of India. He has to
get delighted to work hard straining every nerve, until his -
happiness and his country’s prosperity is assured. X

What is the Indian Govt. doing?

What is our Indian Government doing to achieve this

end? The Central Government headed by :the greatest son

of India Pandit Jawarlal Nehru has shown greatest ability

in manning his cabinet with the best talents in the land

icrespective of caste, creed, rank or party.  Itis addressing,

itself to the task of providing security in the land which was.

_ for a while threatened by the communal clash iand in mak-'

F' ing available essential commodities for ' their living. It is

¥ commendable that it hasa separate Minister for Edu-

B n who is engaged in awakening the power of under-

ading in people to realise their duties and responsibilities;
the state. Unless and untill illiteracy and poverty, the: -
great dangers which face our land today, are removed




e

rapidly, we shall always stand on the brink of extinction as
a race. We should avoid giving room for the com-inform bear
in the guise of wolf entering by the back door. Evenwith a
separate Minister in charge of education, itis found difficult
to quickly educate the people. We learn that there are
Tetrenchment proposals as a result of devaluation and econo-
mic difficulties, to relegate education to a secondary place
by shoving it on to a Minister holding other portfolios. This
should not be done in the interests of 80% of the pomulation
who are sttll illiterate. We will be depriving them of thejr
legitimate birthright to education. If the state takes up on
itself the task of feeding, clothing and finding jobs, then
they take away the initiave in the people themselves and
the result will be fascism and iron curtain domination.

The cominform Government is the only one which is
suitable to state regimentation, for the Government under-
takes to spoon feed its citizens at their cost. The citizens
are slaves to the Government having no initiative in them-
selves. They have to do what they are told for the food

. and clothes they receive. This is a thorough denial of
human freedom reducing a citizen to a machine which when
‘oiled and geared and started repeats His Master’s Voice.
Viewed from the human stand point, Cominform is a bar-
barous primitive type reducing human beings to automatons
to be at the beck and call of the few.

= The warnmg we. glve applies more to .the Provincial
Governments whose Failure to do First Things First to its
citizenss an open invitation to Commissiriat and Protoli-

~ tarian rule. We repeat that it is the first and Primary duty
~ of any goo Gove T ept to train its citizens in the art of

s mselves. If the mind of the people is awak-
eif tus. they will zealously work to uplift
“Ten to One they will not only learn to feed
blrt alse; correc‘t and alter theu‘ seo:al
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Mere Idealism will not do

Mere idealism or good intention is no good when
for example in Madras Province 52 millions of people are
mostly illiterate and famished. It is high time thatimme-
diate practical steps are taken to guide and help the people
to attain freedom from their wants. No time must be
wasted to educate the people. Therefore we urge that battle
for litesacy must precede battle for work. When once the
battlesfor literacy is won, battle for work is also won, for
people will come to know why they should work, how work
elevates them, and how their country’s greatness is the
result of their unceasing work.

We have lost our ancient civilization through idealism
and inaction. Let us not lose that freedom through the ideal-
jsm of the inexperienced. Itis one thing tofight against a
government but it is totally a different thing to run a govern-
ment. The rule of force and thumb must give way to rule
by love and understanding. There is no use creating condi-
tions in favour of communism and then suppressing it by
ban. The Indian Government shonld try to win over its
citizens by love, moral force, and character instead of curbing’
their free spirit which will be detrimental to the country as
well. There can be no socialism and communism in India, if
the Indian Government take the people into  their
confidence by regulating free competitive private enterprise
and manning the provincial cabinets also with the able and

experienced among its citizens. :
-

Our Indian Government should lose no time in doing
eefirst things first” which we hereunder briefly indicate.

Educating citizens to their du‘tﬁe; in a Free India

r. That is in other words, the state should ,awa,kgn

in then love for work and for their country, as the panacea
: o
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to cure their present day ills, so that through work they may
raise themselves toenjoy the fruits of their labour in the form
of rights This well help the government to reduce its expen-
diture onimportsand save theexpenditure on controls and at
the same time free their hands to undertake national develop-
ment schemes. ThelIndian Government has definedliteracy as
being able to read and write a post card in one’s mother
tongue. We appeal to them here and now that in gnumer-
ation for adult franchise this literacy qualification shquld be
jnsisted upon. It should be designated literacy adult
franchise. 1If thisis not done, there are those waiting to
take advantage of the illiteracy and poverty of the adult
voters, for a swing in their favour so much so really able and
expnenced citizens could not command vote

% The administration in the provinces also as in
the centre, should be in the hands of able and experienced
men who know the art and science of administration.

3. Narrow provincialism and class fanatism must
gwe place to hberal and wide outlock.
= s In every <phere of activity, people conversant
a.nd practising the profession must be consulted and allowed
to aid the government Private competitive free enterprise
in nattonal interest should be perrmtted to play a dominant
pa.rt in every sphere of life, more so in industries, to solve
fhe econormc 1113 in the-country

Q 5_.7 Rule by thumb and by ordmance must give place
to love'., a.nd umty.

: 6. No dxscnmma.tmn or favountx:rr should be |

lshown to lasse:, sects or sex. But the best talent should 7

lmm’%lz* fihe service of the country frem all classes,

( ’ <, irrespective of party or creed. Justas womgen

ranchised to hold property so also they Jhave_

to full inheritanceas men. This reform_should .
ed_ to placart any party or creed.

L
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The Inauguration of the Indian Republic
Long Live The Indian Republic

Today the twentysixth of January, one Thousand
Nine Hundred and Fifty is a ‘Red-Letter Day’ in hle Con-
stitutioual History of India, when 32 crores of hearts in the
Indian Union beat in joy and pride on the inauguration of
India as a Republic with a unique Constitution of its own.

We are glad that at this juncture, we have amidst us,
trusted and talented leaders at the helm oi affairs, who
desire our cooperation to make their gigantic efforts a real
success. Our beloved and respected Prime Minister Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru replying to the address of welcome by
Poona City Municipality quite recently, Requested the co-op-
eration of every Indian Citizen to contribute his individual
share to the increasing of national wealth and declared that
in the untimate analysis of things, it is the people of the
country and not the Government that would have to over-
come our present Social and Economic difficulties, and lead
the country towards the path of progress and plenty.

®

Thanks to our new Constitution of India, every
citizen should evince interest in building an efficient and
powerful Indian Nation. Its monumental provisions in

° Part ITT under Fundamental Rights-Sections 14 to 32 ensure,

' besides others, equality in the eye of law to all citizens, non-

e dlscrnmnatmn between citizen and citizen on grounds of
: race caste, sex. place of birth etc within the Indian Union;
2 eqnal’_qggf)‘ tunities to all citizens in public employme,nts

>olition ¢ touchablhty and making the practice of sgme
Egl‘a._de illegal and punishable under the. Law,
¢ do‘”‘ of rehgxon speech and movement in
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the Indian Union, and right to property, life and liberty
according to law. '

[t is noteworthy that Sec. 32 states the enabling
clause to move the Supreme Court for the enforcement of
the above rights under the ‘Fundamental Rights’. In part
IV under the ‘Directive Principles of State Policy’ the State
ensures to its citizens especiully under Sections 39 to 571, fair
play, equal status and pay to both sexes; guarantee to right
to work “education living wages and decent standards of
liwing; Bssurance of free and compulsory education fo all
children upto the age of 14 within a period of ten years
from now on, and protection against exploitation of weaker

- sections of the people.

Now that a sound new Constitution is accepted, to
establish it firmly or rather to work it successfully, the deve-
lopment of capacity and character in every Indian citizen in
every direction and on a every extensive scale is required
The success of the beneficient measures guaranteed under
the constitution will depend upon the existence of educated
public who can appreciate the benefits and -give effect to
them by constantly focussing attention ofthe Government on
_ them. Today the Indian educated population is Ly itself larger
than the entire population of the United Kingdom but the
character of the education they have had is not of the type
ve:national solidarity. Therefore the right kind of

to achie
n should be spread into the nook and corner of

educatio
ourland witha view to build up India into a United and
prosperous Nation in the shortest time possible. 5

A citizen’s capacity and charaéter depend not only on
" his or her heredity and traditions but also on the education
andpractical training he or she receives. For the vast majority
of persons who do not wish to go beyqnd theelementary course
‘of education and training, there is need to train them in the

% jh:eaelementary professions of (a) The Farmer (b) Craftsman
and (c)The Tradesman. It should be noted that among the







Republican India's Citizenship
What it is that is expected of us

(]

We are suffering today from three great maladies
which afflict us today. Their removal will redound to the
credit and glory of our country. They are ILLITERACY,
POVERTY and DISCRIMINATION between citizen &
citizen® They make it difficult for us to understand our
duties to the state. At this juncture, with the inauguration
of the Republican India, our beloved president has thrust
on us our richts. He has thrown on us the mantle of
shaping India by testowing on us ADULT FRANCHISE.
He expectsé‘ us to rise to our full stature, to contribute our
mite to countiy’s prosperity to deserve the gift of ADULT
FR !NCHISE. Itis now up to us to make India a great
and prosperous country.

Our first and foremost care is how speedily we could
eliminate theabove three obstructions to our rising to our
full stature to establish firmly our Republican Constitution
to be proud of ourselves and our country.

~ Illiteracy. The literate citizens should take inte-
restin the illiterate and help them to become literate. This
- spade work has to be done in the villages where more than
~ 80% ofour adults live. The more speed with which this
: task is achieved, the more quickly our standard of living -
will be raised and our country will become a great and,
| powerful country. We fervently appeal to our national
_government to do the ‘First things First’ by giving speedy
and enough encouragement to the literates in performing
those duty of awakening their neighbours from their lethargy

= and.apa.thy Sy

- Poverty. This could be ended only when every-
izen becomes alive to the important factor that eachone
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‘has to work for ‘each one’s living. Every-adult citizen
must take to active habits and become industrious as the
only means to uplift and raise the standard of their living
and thus contribnte to the wealth of the country. The
citizens should not believe the idlers who promise to
those who do not work the benefits which accrue to those
who work The citizen who works is alone entitled to share
in the wealth of the country. There is no use blaming those
who through their initiative and hard work have raised their
standard of living. Itis up to any one of us to raisg oar-
-selves through the same right royal road of industry. Let
us try and make a start to day and we will be successful not
only to elevate ourselves but also will add intensely to the
prosperity of our country.

Discrimination. It is not enough if we declare
ourselves Republicans. We must cultivate solidarity and
unity. The idea that one citizen i1s different froin another
citizen because of sex, wealth, rank or religion must be given
a final good bye and in its place Love, Kindness and consi-
deration should be ushered in not only in the eye of law but

< also in the actual behaviour. contact and relationship. It
Qsbou’ld be noted that all of us are the children of Bharat,
In this connection let me quote our greatest ancient poetess.
“Avaiyar” who said that there are only two kinds of citizens.
Those who are big by their noble actions and those who
have become small by their ignoble actions.

We are a nation of 33 crores consisting of different
‘communities. It may be thata particular community is
in the ma.;onty in populatmn as against others in minority.
“This méans only that this majority community will have a
powerful voice in the moulding of The Indian nation. But
the reapanaxbxty of this majority community is great as

of the welfare. well being and advancement of the
‘nty ‘communities who are also children® of
ommunalism in all forms and grades should sbe
1ded as Lts ugly manifestation prevents a.
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unitéd strong India. We are all pledged for'a strong united
India as a safeguard for our protection and proesperity.

Further subdivisions on question of Religion, langu-
age or rank are not only non-conducive to mutual love,
understanding, and consideration between citizen and citizenl
but also are detracting factors for building up strong united
India since we have yet to drive the wolf from within us.

Sodlal justice is quite peremptory, if our country is to
emerg® a shining example of Democracy. Not only in the
eye of law but also in actual behaviour, untouchability and
sex bar to inheritance must cease to exist in every day life
in society.

The best talented and the experienced should be given
opportunities through the electorate to serve the country as
people’s representatives collectively shouldering the responsi-
bility of directing, counselling’s, and aiding the citizens to rise
to their full stature to enhance the glorious achievements of
our country as a bulwark for peaceand cham pion of the weak,

forlorn and unfortunates.
A CITIZEN
26—1—'50
LA mEEESEAEER
: Zg_g;y« PUBL L
e o,
21 FEB 957




ERRATA

Pape FLThNe S il s, et Read Efforts for offerts
Pl acnsmenfle oo e Read but also o
S P L el After provide Read they should
S S W S T i R Read Encouraged (Spelling)
Faa e zgend ot oo, o Read Provincial (Illegible)

R .,,pafa 2 line 7..Read Statistical (Spelling)

,, 1&line 6 end..Read Become Instead of because
* ,, 1 Para 2 line 14 middle....Read Resources

23 line 10 middle Read Encouraging

25 line 8 middle .Read industrial map of our country
28 clause c line 4..Read consumer
31 bottom, lastline but one. .Read 32 (S) instead of 328
33 p;i'a line 2 end....add to the
36 Clause C line 7....after clog Read in the wheel
38line 3 begining...Read flis instead of falls
s T8 s ....Read Brethern
40 ,, 6 middle...... Read Labour
G R Rl e Read Production for productions
55 ,, 2 end....Read began wiih Charles instead of which
66 para 1 line last but one ..... Read Initiative
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