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New Delhi,
29nd June 1971.

Dear Thiru Earunanidhi

1 bave received your letter of the 16th June
with which you bhave sent me a copy of the Centre
State Relations Enquiry Committee. Your Govern-
ment will probably examine the recommendations of
this Report. As you know, the Administrative
Reforms Commisgsion also went into this question
and has already submitted a report, which is under
our consideration. If the views of your Government
on this matter are made available to us, they will
also be taken into account. These are important
issues and we intend bto consult all the Chief
Ministers.

With regarda,

Yows slucoioly,

(8d.) INDIRA GANDHL
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« This House is the opinion that Prohibition should be
regarded as an integral part of the Second Five Year Plan
and recommands that the Planning Commission shouldformulate

the necessary programme to bring about nation-wide Prohibition
" speedily and effectively”.
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««Prohibition has long becn the Congress policy and it has
been introduced in some parts of the country. Progressive
steps will be taken to introduce it in other parts.”
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“The Congress Policy of Prohibition should be maintained
and encouraged.”
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Beverages with an alcoholic content not exceeding 3'5
percent will be made freely available.

Toddy with alcoholic content not exceeding 35 percent
will be made freely available.
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““However, the experience of the implementation of this policy
over the last 14 years compels us to take a more realistic
and rational view of the situation as it has developed. We
find that the biggest factor which works against Prohibition
is not the consumer who is only the victim of the evil of
drinking but illicit distillor, the bottlegger and trafficker ”
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