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¢ Crosses between groups or classes of markedly different ethnie
types within the same country, when they differ also in standard
of living, social status or general outlook will have the effect of
blurring the social barriers and economic distinctions between them.
In certain cases the ruling caste or class may find itself or its ideas
swamped or diluted fto vanishing points; in other cases it feels
impelled to guard its preveleges. From a purely biological standpoint
it might conceivably be a good thing to undertake mass-crossing bet-
ween say the British and the Bantu, or the Americans and the
Chineses on account of the new genetic recombinations to be
obtained. But the social systems involved would be unable fo
stand the strain. Ther is a limit to the amount of a foreign stock,
which can be taken up by a nation in & given time. This is nof
due to the quantity of foreign genesperse, but to the mass of alien
habits, prejudices, ideas and resistances which have to be overcome
and assimilated........................ Racial crossing may be inadvisable,
bnt chieflly because the ethnic groups involved happen to be in
different national world or on different cultural levels. Policy in this
matter can only be ditermined on its economic and social merits : the
biologist and the engenist have here a negligible or at least a minor
role to play as advisers, When politicians and pmpoga.ndlsts to seek
to make out a purely biological case against intermarriage with such
and such a people or ethnic type, we can always be sure that this is a
rationalization and the real antagonism is to be sought in some other
sphere. The biological reasoning is a cloak to fling over obscure,
perhaps unconscious feelings. The ethnie group thus diseriminated
against, serves as the scape goat for some economic fear, some class
pre]udlces some nationalist—ambition some cultured pnde even some
inferiority complex. Similar types of rationalization, with the same
lack of biological validity, have been employed to justify slavery, the
caste system, class. oppression, religioug persecution. The argument
against so ca.lled mlsoegenatlon is only one among many thrown up
by groups in power to justify themselves in their own eyes or in the
eyes of others.”’
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