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The Smallest State - - -

Xavier Amalraj, V

OW we are all in a world in which
might has become right. Im-
portance and prestige of a nation

is “measured according to its material
resources and fighting power.  Small
nations and still less nations without any
army, have no place in the modern
world.  Yet | am going to speak about
the smallest State, the unarmed State
and nevertheless the State with the
greatest influence in the world. That
State is the Vatican.

Rome! How many pictures come be-
fore the mind ‘'when that word is men-
tioned! iOne s
reminded of the city
of the Popes, the
centre of the Catho-
lic ‘world. Looking
back into history,
we can see Rome
as the centre and
source of civilisation
and learning. Further
back we recall the city of the Caesars whlch
was preceded by that of ‘the Roman
Republic, with its Senate hallowed by the
memory of orators like the great Cicero.
But let us not stop here, but go further
back until we come to the humble be-
ginnings of this great city.

In 753 B.C. two twin brothers were
building a new «city. Each .of them
wanted to name the city after him. So
a quarrel atose in which Romulus killed
Remus and finished the building of the
city, which he named -after him—Rome.
That was ‘the humble beginning of the
great city of Rome.

After a number of wars Rome soon
became the centre of a very powerful
state. The Roman people got rid of

their kings and became a Repuplic. The
Roman Senate is well known in history.
World renouned orators like Cicero made
it famous all over the world..

With Julius Caesar began the era of
the Roman emperors. The neighbouring
countries were conquered and Rome be-
came the centre and capital of the then
known world.

With Augustus Caesar as the emperor
at Rome Christ was born in Bethlehem.
No one might have thought that this
humble babe in the manger would become
the founder of a
new religion which
would one day con-
quer Rome itself.

Under the reign
of Nero St. Peter
and St. Paul were
martyred in Rome.
Thus was begun the
which at the end

era of persecutions
resulted in the triumph of christianity over
paganism.

The emperor Constantine saw a vision
of Christ and he received the cross as the
sign of Victory. In the end he became
a christian . and allowed Christians to
practise their religion freely.

Then began the building of beautiful
churches and vast cathedrals and magni-
ficent basilicas. Everywhere the old
pagan temples gave place to Christian
churches. That was the beginning of
Christian Rome. When Constantine built
the new city Constantinople, the seat of
imperial government was shifted ' there.
From that time Rome became exclusively
the city of the Popes.
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Rome, as we all know, is built on the
banks of the Tiber. Vatican is one of
the seven hills which constitute Rome.
Vatican is the city of the Popes. It is
built on the tomb of St. Peter. The
great Basilica of St. Peter is one of the
wonders of the world. Built by the great
artist Michael Angelo, it is remarkable for
its size, beauty and appearance. It is
a sight to see when it is illuminated.
On festival days, people from all over the
world come to Rome to see these marvels
of art and beauty.

For many centuries the Popes held a
‘strip of ltalian territory, stretching across
the entire width of the country and
covering 15000 square miles. Of this
he was deprived at the unification of
ltaly in 1870. The Pope remained a

voluntary prisoner in the Vatican palace,

steadily maintaining his right to hold
territory as a sovereign independent of
any one State. Then by a Concordat of
1929 between the Pope and the ltalian
government the Pope again became the
independent ruler of the Vatican city,
the smallest state in the world. lts area
is just over 108 acres, having a population
of ‘a little above a thousand. Yet it is

the most important State in the world-

because it is the centre of Christianity
and so governs the millions of Catholics
throughout the world. That is why all
governments send their ambassadors to
the Vatican. It is in fact the centre of
culture and civilisation. : '

The library of the Popes is the biggest
in the world. [t contains so many millions
of books and especially old and rare
books that students of history often go
there to consult these. The Vatican library
has one of the best manuscript collections
in the world, numbering 50,000 as well
as 400,000 printed books; the Vatican
archives contain 60,000 vclumes.

The Sistine chape! in the Vatican con-
tains some of the world’s finest art
including Michael Angelo’s last judgment
and many frescoes by Raphael; works of
Angelico, Leonardo da Vinci, Titian and
others. In this chapel, the Papal cere-
monies are held.

The great museum of the Vatican is
rich with the master-pieces of great
artists. Statues and pictures of great
beauty and value are seen there. Some
of the finest collections of antiquities
are to be found. In the Vatican. garden
is the important Vatican observatory.

Indeed the whole of the Vatican can
be called a big library or museum, be-
cause it has so many things to teach us
and so many sights to show us. Even
the very streets of the Vatican are so
neat and beautiful—with marble pave-
ments that foreign travellers hesitate to
use them as ordinary roads. Beautiful
fountains are seen to add to the beauty

of the scene.

The Vatican, though so small, has got
its own railway system, post office, radio,
newspapers, coinage and all other arrange-
ments. It has diplomatic relations with
many countries. The Pope is the king
of the Vatican. But he has appointed
a governor in his stead.

Thus we see the Vatican as one of
the oldest cities in the world. It is
at once a great centre of culture and.
civilisation . and  religion and learning.
For the millions of Catholics it is the
seat of the Popes. For others also it
ought to be dear as it contains so many
master-pieces of art, as it is so rich
with the wonders of architecture as it
preserves so many works of great men
of learning and talent. Indeed rightly
has it been called the Eternal City.

o
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Leti Us Go to the Moon

~J. Antonysamy, V,

\DHEN the night is dark and there
are no clouds in the sky, we
. _can see the moon shining like
a silver ball among the stars. The moon
is bright because the sunlight is shining
on it for the moon has no light of its
own; the light which we see on the
‘moon is sunlight shining on the moon’s
surface.
Nobody has ever been to the moon
for it is too far away. If we could
jump off the earth and start running to
the moon, it would take us five years
to get there, running night and day.
Even a fast aeroplane would take four
months to do the journey. The moon
‘i 2,38,000 miles away and that is
why it looks so small. [f it were only
[000 miles distant from us it would cover
nearly one half of the sky and we should
‘be able to see very clearly all the moun-
tains and valleys on' its surface.

The ground on the moon is nothing
but rock and stones and dust. There are
no trees or grass because there is no
‘air or water. [here are no seas or rivers
‘and no clouds or rain. Everywhere there
is only. dry, dusty rock. When the sun
shines on the moon, the rocks are burning
hot, much hotter than the hottest desert
on our earth; and when the moon is in
darkness, the rocks are very cold, much
colder. than the coldest places on the
earth. ‘ ;

Although there is much dust on the
moon, it does not blow about for as
there is no air, there is no wind at all.

For the same reason, there is no noise
or sound. in the moon. Everything is
perfectly silent. ~ You cannot make a noise
in the moon because sound is carried by
the air and air is absent in the moon.

Let us pretend to go to the moon.
The first thing we notice is that we can
run and jump much more easily, than we
can on earth. It is easy for us to step
twenty yards in one step. That is be-
cause a person who weighs 80 |bs. on
the earth weighs only 15 Ibs. on the
moon. The second thing we notice is
the terrible heat of the sun, which shines
much more firecely than it does on the
earth. The ground is so hot that water
will boil on it. But as soon as the
sun sets, the ground atonce gets very
cold, colder than the North Pole.

.We are still on the moon and it is
night. We see in the sky the same stars
that we see from the earth, but of
course there is no moon in the sky,
for we are standing on it. Instead of
the moon, we see the earth. The earth
looks like a big moon and it shines with
a beautiful silver light, just like the moon-
light. The silver earth-light shines much
brighter on the cold dry moon than moon-
light shines on the earth. :

Let us return to the earth. Go out
one clear. night when the moon is young
and if you' look . carefully you will be
able to see the dark part of the moon
dimly lit up by earth-light while the bright -
piece of the moon is shining in the
Sunlight,



Jahan Mohan Palace, Mysgfe Ly Police Station in Malaya
A. Sus unathan, VI C. Adisgshqn

Gateway of India, Bombay
S. B. Arulappan, V A

St. Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, Madura ‘ : 2 Church in Goa
: A. Susainathan, VI C."




YSHTVS 5 @bHwir,
ST &) DL1E s
FEVF M5 @67 EITET F.

Y BTILD. . .

Meenakshn Temple—Madurai = :
A, 5u3a5mﬂmn VI C. Moore Market—Madras
K. Ganesan IV D.

Samundisvaran—Mysore
P. Augustin V1 A.

: College Church
RéaEra S5 @FFw, ) - Louis; Clement VIA

Sl & PSS
aralaara) EiGaL 9 ks
Bm.g 2...erer 2

9

“EpusGar Eils i

CUTELYBIFGT

Tanjore Palace Gate of Palace—Mysore
My Sethu Rethinam, B.4., L. T . P. Augustm VI A




FmushFHen FiGHT

'S, S. wrewidain, 6 9.

| Jp5 5805 sT565 6 Brge

Qeris slwser @crwmm eerm
@ar. QoD DGF Frevpss LA B
Yersar 2enar L @Qumpb  Garaiew
SEHLD G®SSEHLD B HHRGT DT, (956!
is s apsAaiy ST Fsdn s
safi Dol Ladnd ST PEWmRET [3)6T e D
ws slpear. Y@ UdTdL-G SLLD
wsBe edaTis  &WBLT S &6 6T
858 g @i Qarererr g @owssECsri
BT EHTL L9 LGTETTE.  YeualewLid &
BOTTQUET : @, & pLib, @alwib 676 LIeT
QITLD.

galHmer & plmi @pu 66 giLb
BleradnmwiupPF Fnm grmiiGard.
CE LD’ @GIGITT & S I
GaiL e erafl g GTaT gyiLb
Q@sred 197 Puediu SGLTre
sibaperer 585  BgreT miE
SO ?  GLILig. GTGT 6T
GagorL_LD. Cwpam duw
apdTm  @eTs sCE@RET -
@%wrwmmGi  erel S DDl
oraT 5 G PLUsSsenBumr@L.
Ap9der spu@ 89,

SV &a1TG0T
&0 STL@ SATWTLD.  YFS0) YAIGT FeT
aa s gy Pour quid, @Ml B ps ST b afwi
YL $555 Un @pussirs 9 pds
Bper. 8 muder Eridis oymminSSTL

Fa® @i B5pERmws 5 pBard.  FG
QreBaaduiaimtg @ywsBs sTi BB
s Qarévdeyerers  E@er@LITLD.
) G LIGHT D EST S FIF GleuaTLg W WIS
P55 FaLomi) omLES S5l .aIIEZ@GiTW
@i Spusms Qr@QJGEIT&@m n‘di.@Gﬂ.'
wrder, @l gf® s5HUTS GS5U
Cul® @rgsn  urlsGsr@a g/@_l_ura)
s Auafagn. g eraarrrdpm ?
_ afeTs®ss SIG@isaTT? 9 FISTE
@ p9uicT Epis 0PN @RS D)

Q@aflujiomr 2 FTET a0 s 2 BEITESAPUIGT 1)
Cur g, 95 sweder @ill_g & e b mib
Corardpm. spn Cwr&uymaaer.
srQuerre wrgl Qe PamlGurd 2 Cal gy
s 0erer i urtgFELlurnawar ?
@& YFE DLIGwr gysieIT neT .

ST &% 2 HarsGwlurls ss&
pomplie g6 gusualer o UBLTE S,
s psms 2 uBursiL®B S PS50 s TesT
LreT.  9&EFeu) B peparer @1 dong
9 FFGUIGET (DTTLTE YLD G S, LomiLIe
855 Uring @rssn @G SGLTD
<) LD & STG0T .

@aiair n o FFHVML_TE FDLULD et
Qe m slwsedpbg GLdEGns? 9
FDIW FDLIBIZET D BRUTES
F55 QUIFRIGET @edvuir ?
Yoo g Lar@Cure Fmnilss
Lorei_fledwir 2 gaiar.m)
Qeree s N8 d. ST
qurtd  wirlger m  Gsmwyor ?
B grer GUDD 900G HTeT
Qupm wsPG  anlsad
writs & 19 % & r e uw
ST J eWl b G QT @ [ LD. &I GT . m
Caer®3wr?  @Csr HEGraCaed wor
oL gmgs Caitggid Hagwgemss
QarerBeT T SIOTST  SIPGLLD  GTET D
earflev @PLSHPBL_OTAW L @I _BseT
9 DLOG FIGTATET. Yol 6T LBE eUGTLIL)

TS5 @ @@ Tgh. LT DS
GBS  THOTE  YMnESICL DmiGT
TGl  YSET WD GFLOTH @QLDLIGL)

GTETQLD.  IFET D6T JJHeLD FLOTT LG
o7 6,51 9j1g-f1b Qlevarl YEevid FLom @)apLid
M FEFUYD @BEGLD. G GTEIGUT M)
GGG ? b S0 I FHMG BLOLDGE)T
Cors@gmare st O GHarsEGwrT
CsuBpr wrtgBrm, IYowg LsGur
erar m) Famvati)m Curé .

4



26

tefls Gemgwiuh svsun? ewibXoueer

TR CHID TR TR0 SO CHIRD T CHHED 0 TR TS CHRD IR D T TSRO TS0 XD

B ps g & pb geaiwgs & pfuder
fmed Cxepiger. @@ Brer g
o9 gig rFsmg oLy pors 2 eflufer
2 galQsran® GobgoFarmper. L
Curg TS T& WSHT Yo gISE
QSTid OSTad QoESTET. 207 8 J G
BarGued gd @i ghe omausdgai @
arayd @f 26f s5@we TOS5HG b
MEF5G G Qgurioe 5gs5H6r G mioss
Gl puBIEsT T SMSUD YOG STET.
TR D FHEGEEE QST Y indsS
@b ? gy &&Fue FUigD
simgsEs G asaladvwur eararmy Gsi
Uiser. Calsefeodn; gear @gfujor?
DI, FTAT YUY EGD FUGSHEE FaT
SEMG IYYSGD FU55 o Cotd s
sEmsE5s Caarrgorny O gQsrar
LTG. SHME @rif YU Gsre I&&eliss
F—ar &19-Cu wsgd @9 99 &STET.
Qaurms  gtmg (GmEDWE GG
Qs®lingpGar, wsar Gamasulear G
2.orar FTOAPILTET &DETTR FUTERST
wrer & puiser U 2 ardRedl L rar.
SMGWTLE sEmg s6T %g5Fwdn §m s

SBa L& G BELOMD @rig. Hig & FieTL
Lrar. gmaslalL. gimg Cula
wrrr gpoaer Caldn QFalEnparGLire g
Cgrer m@ pBg erer gy eravwrevt! GoverlGus
PUEIBY UTTGSTET. ST LIS FETEE
Coewritg CaiéPwanibgel irCer
GTGT M OGTLD LJIpals &3S  ETaTe
BF S Hs Dararmper. i $Eiserr & H
ug@ar eeriéd wifoes?  @elarpy
Qarer pang @prusapl. (ler@owess
@f 8o, Yearp gimg Fr wsdar
BPsa, 1wedT G by wras® D
ugBure @ HHUD YDLLGFTEHT 6T6T
UG arerm. @eewrn saré@ Gwh
UL TR GO SGESTR  IeudaT G
Qaréwii g sriig.er @Qerus sdnesiar
IPesGE STTMID TG NHIEBL
e S ? 980 glipd gl Fad
Qupserm gl ygaaiserr@u Bes
Gor gyid  piawr slwaslorts L) sudiQu ps
Qi gpLoLcwf yhafi  erard &g
&3 mebr. ’

wrps sulipd sévser !

LTS — ((Cgri’ L Cawdw o Lir g Buwrwens Gora%) Cerie $5C8w

62/)@/57& Fry ]

&Uff@@mffu”——@,&/ﬂ—'u,ﬁfﬁ@w arain ot gyt & Caram pard@ o1a@rar

o1 aray Shm ?

DT BT NGST—2_m1a5dar oL ¥ Qarive srarar g g ari. Cgrii g

e . . . : . . . .
BC» 2@ Cuowr gyair a1 QarrairQaw air F i DY BIVUAT @ FIT GO -

—[B. Grﬁmrg—@@;, 5 3.



DT EHTHa  BEHILD

R. srrgy@uori 4 ().

“ &i BT B YT G bS5
arod s  Grow  yer®
Qarere 5 @bHs srevn ™

@eren puwt 2 wRe GuaFUeuiser Liei.
Qedueuisear  Qof. Cuss GFwela
Qadw. QFweTerEer G rer gBsn
GmssCaar@n. $HOUT S 2T peEeT
2 w8w, QuEBstsranGL. o @mSEar par.
Qewereriser @QHESTO GTET DESET Yo
ol arupd sLur. e gdveuiser
sATTwTPseTrEBer  @BSE6T (1pi S6r.
aToCarmph goser OQerbgs  arfum
aeMled FanT @D &G HILomudBESEET pai.
9580, 2@sn swuswarSser QuESs

- @LieuwurdedlL g. sp8urg el g

8oy gamw@ujid, &9 o QgeTL s
. BT aryaud gaaTwBw,  sGal Lodse
wERuwrss & perser, i UGS
A@i8s Qurgisew Goréseperenaifsarr
wid, Frgrers dfufserrun ks
ga@uid. wr@ QFfss, sriag.e Qurg
swaurPser GUEBECaa@. & & ar
@ pauit, YLIQLITEH S ST 2 GooT LT
indaer gy & (@uwya) sriig e daa.
PAQUTBRU@ID SO & L @ LD & W
2 G GI <9y 0 ey T TudesT, BTG &) LIGEELD,
U8, g ey 19wl @amaGuderd Qs
@b Qgfwrwe wampgei@n. Qe d
B pQsowrn  Cupbsrarrsls LIpsre
9y aggsarirar @)% @piadorn s Ll Hpalés
Baan(®o. YSHSTS (@) 8T @5 T BEFLD
oA QEGwraier e @i maar gyid
AiLor el a1 Seueuor(Bih.

Q% episar gusdrd grisBer  sm
srwg@e ganPLsTerEdr part. (35
Qasar@p 9 @uwhlésredd @@ 6550
2 orer i, Q@ @ i@ SHSAT S
STEIESET GEr LPL-LLD G e ;i Fm. Jerrer
&7 6T ayiin saurdser Bl S gis srly.
yerarri. gl srlge 9pbg s,
9 sreu Gl SUALD GO @IS T MLl
Geru e QeinsmLrTg? BHLQPDD

e gamgs Qaren@orCawmr@uree,
wrigrar et eubg QElwGae@w ;
9-&&Beavehr (Bib.

@)l @riaer BT LPFTLLFETW L)FLD
ui Baiser 12-1b srer, 1917-1b gyerig.e
en. arraradT g sem gQfésralew
SudBeyi. @ srogle, JOwhdsr
ey, Tonpser srser w&sdr @arm
uiCwCuw sart &pp @I Bl Lari. @&
@@ T BLGED G YT FE®
SITILPSE PGSRIGET D & D SCIETET
&ar perit.  yS@BuLBSeT &iglvwal,
YFF pautaer, Qsrdw, sare, epseiu
urgsazefie® F@u LD G ST 00T (5
ger r&er part. @adwCue S s Ui
B 58 D& g uuBaeT pai. & pieul
&GS (psGwiors Colemriguw G e,
ETe), Qrésh. IYOTLI@D T FULLD
FrBEGMTD ; YFTay BLAEEG wfr@in ;
Qrésn yspsFds efug. Qe b n
YU SBIEGT TS QsrarBsrer &l (Jerrer
&a@T y-sar G peuisOs6T m @f Qawg
MGs SIg@if. YT S pwDFWTED
Qo p JCwe Gow D BavL_g55. Siwg
Ber apovid Jai ybg Qowsms BL5H
g, Yl & persdr, &y, sois
swal gpam p, eI%Twr _PEE6T, F6T FLamLo
LOGT LT GT LD, WITGUGLD BIQVGITEET GTGT D
eraTanTid gf @a Hipe, BeTpmmude
g8 arar@i. “2osifa Osli.
U ECar Qe " 6T GISTE e
7 g g arsg. (motto) B s@®, Fer
@L-gafle G pieuiser Fa Hiempser @y
TG ) BTy D& BT LTS
aTTE, LoT QT Y STelGl, QT 5D
& 9-L05E)E B Quir Gitw g O grerer D,
wsaflar Currgagrey, yaisdr 65
LT BL.G G601 % DG 26rg Ll D mield sl
LIGE p 3.

é/xﬁ'/@drm sse srilunsepd, & mpent
EMTROGTAT BL.SFIIBEDG. ss0 Bi
aIr@s@pd goursGar. YENG T BT Tedr



28 LaPs Gevawltiun seveunf ewiduueed

@@@M@@@@mm@a@@@@@@@cwmmw@mw@mlme@@m

LG & paib 2B G B HR ApaLD
SpisGHariadorss @urpss  TEEGL
Youiaehicniar i Glwes gD, SLAGPGTTHLD,
Ceinggid, Awldésiu@ant. & D pid
Oriigaitaemsss & or Lt QasrPss
GBI TapTeuiseaTre Huulssiint . gi
BPUBuat®. Yeutser @@L gedrL.dar

&6IT ;

1. a¥&rwur’® & mpgs,
Ben pBaimpane, 3. 9Bs Borl Lnginy
GoansGor. Qag doeiu su. Jarr
@raa seurdwri Gegiweafuder e
g7 mwé Qger pGur g Guiedefiey Guo 19,
1948-e ou9i BEgmi. 9oir i FL_aid
@l epiger BEGEEG GEraw@er L ®

2. @l@liun

wer  YiAgSGE10, Ddai  QFiun
U G-

garg sowompie Gurgésiii.
- BE@LD 6T (PG FIEHOT TGS I—

i 1

Y

&%, 1Sarnangen oy HET
@%nmiaar semT BHaTwant.
Sdew grawany o walfgenaupd
Grs&FFaai.

;9% 131886, _ Gu-'5—1948.

T i

PGS @)% @IS BET BISET .

o = ‘:“@\;

LT (H%0%T (5 $6)16H6eT

P. M. Gmuan, 6 .

i LM_G& CEHNEH B EhedT
© UM B &ei LievLITGLD
% glenLL] ol g &aad
Fhg Sy @eenGeu
a¥n
H BT GLIGLess h%uuS %01
zm aun_L-gemgls  Gurdseud
* Sl 1b 3%uidn
@-
N HEVEUTERLD F66oTBLOGHTLD
K 616V BV LD GeTCeTGeu
; @eveuanio WTeVeHH S
@ Pevengaiis  Srhugld
’}P Y ST ET S sBpemridd
SWplipm S 3es1 G Meter @
Csdws sa¥aUr
Y TN EY) uenlenu BTG

AN

e

R

LT S T— 611657
LIT6UGVGDTL—T.

UMy @)est 60 %0 Eemp
LM, 5601

LY. 68T T — b LD
Fr D EOEOTL1—bih SLb
FM_19 @eot1— g1lip
& Pleseor.

CIhiTth BEUGSTL_T—LD& & 6T
pSeve.
unLprh geueaTL_T—Limilev

GuisvdeseotL .

2619 @ESIL_NT— b 55
Saph geor_.
Lo6TELIEBTL_ T — 2j6u6sT
LepaunGguL .

hcgg T e e T



MY PET

Simon Rodrigo, V

NE day my father came home after
his work, with a beautiful dog.
lt was given to my father by one

of his friends. My father used to go to
work at about 9 o'clock in the morning
and come back late at night. | liked
dogs very much; so | treated it as well
as | could. The dog was black. So |
called it Blackie. It was fat and short.
lt looked beautiful indeed.

The first day it looked very sad. It
lay quiet in the garden. | gave it milk
and biscuits ; but it did not eat anything.
Perhaps it was thinking about its mother
throughout the day. By and by it forgot
its mother and it was happy to live in
our house.

| used to give it food only three times

a day. | gave it biscuits, bones, meat
and even soup. Besides | gave it a bath
daily.

When there was no work | would play
with it. If | threw a ball it used to run

after it and bring it back in its mouth..

Some times it would play alone with the
ball. One day | took it with me to the
sea-shore. It saw the sea and the roll-
ing waves ‘which came towards the shore.

o ursSwrui—Crdar  rap.
o m@w Qurml sar ereval P

G

7

TWEEN®A - GRS  eraTar P

It was the first time Blackie saw the sea.
It was frightened at the sight and ran

home. | caught it and brought it back
to the beach. Again and again it ran
back.  Soon it got over the fright.

From that time | often went to the
beach with the dog. It got accustomed
to get into the water without any fear,
On class days at the time of my leaving
home for school it would accompany me
to school and in the afternoon it used to
come to the gate of the garden to
receive me.

It was not only beautiful but also very
clever. At night it used to roam about
our garden and if it.saw any stranger
come, it would take the life out of him.
One day a thief came into the garden
and climbed upon the roof of our house
to get into the house. When the dog
saw the thief instead of barking, as other
dogs would have done, it came to the
front door and scratched the door till my
father heard the noise and came out.
He saw the dog which went before my
father and came under a tree and looked
at the roof. My father saw the thief
and caught him. Thus  our dog
saved us from many a similar danger . ..
No wonder that | considered Blackie as
my pet, companion and friend.
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God’s Country Vs. Man’s Town

I, Marcel, VI

B ERHAPS most people con-

AL sider country life to be
more pleasant than town
life. india is a land more
of villages than of towns.
The wide open space all
round you in the country
gives you a sense of
freedom, which you often miss in a town.
There are pleasant walks, perhaps by streams
and tanks and shady places where you
can rest when you are tired. As you
sit in the shade listening to the music
of the birds and the song of men at
work in the fields you feel as if you
were in another world. In the country
one can admire the beauty of God’s
creation in its virginity. It is there that
man respects the dignity of labour and
is not ashamed to earn his daily bread
by the sweat of his brow.

Though many of the houses in villages
are built close together, there are others

which stand in their own grounds. Per-
haps in cool coconut groves or in
gardens where the sweet aroma of

flowers comes to you floating on the
breeze. In the country, man is satisfied
with an average of food and clothing and
thus he is able to live on what he earns.

Now Let us consider the advantages
of town life. The great advantage is
that you keep in touch with the outside
world more easily in a town than in a
village. There is the newspaper to keep
you informed of what is going on in
other places, and there are men who
have travelled, and who can tell you
about other countries and their people.
There are big shops where you can get
whatever you want. There are good
schools and of course, there are post and

telegraph offices. For the sick, there are
hospitals, where the poor can get medi:
cine and the attention of specialized
doctors free. There is generally a good
water supply; the streets are well lit and
kept clean, and it is easy to get about
from place to place in buses or trams.
All this is very different from the country,
where you often feel cut off from the
rest of the world.

Th‘ough there are some advan‘cages of
town life, in the long run country life
perhaps may be better. In the town one
can frequently spoil one’s health due to
the stuffy atmosphere and the heat. In
the town the beauty of nature which
God has created is destroyed and every-
thing is artificial and all the work is
done mechanically. In towns very often
epidemics like cholers, plague, break out
and hundreds of people perish in it.

Besides this, man wastes his money
in order to move with the tide of fashion, -
in cinemas, entertainments, dances and
luxurious hotels etc. Thus the standard
of living is above his income. What
wonder is there, then, if the masses of
India are still poor, badly fed and clothed ?
By means of all these comforts, man
becomes lazy, unwilling to work ; but he
needs money for his luxurious life. The
only way open to him is to get money
from other unlawful means.

The town has its own advantages but
perhaps more disadvantages than the
country. OF course it is for individuals
to decide which suits them best. | for
one would never exchange my sweet
home in the country for -anything in the
town.

God made the Country, Man made
the Town.
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Is He a

Culprit?

Boopalan, -V

A O. He is not a Culprit.

Ak At least some in the world
may say so. He was rich
before. He read many
poems and began to write
too. But the flood of
times swept away his
riches and left him alone
and poor and .now he was a beggar.
His treasure was a bag which had innumer-
able holes. Where were his friends ? They

had slipped away. What could be in his
bag ?

money, nor food. There were small pieces
He had a pencil
You

of paper in the bag.
which was only half an inch long.
may say that he must be a fool.
No, he was a poet. Yes, really he
was a poet. If he saw pieces of
white paper he would pick them up
and put them into his bag.

He would go only once a day in
search of food. At other times he
would go in search of pieces of white
paper. He would write on the paper. They
were beautiful poems of good taste. His
friends thought that he was a mad man. He
did not want food. He had almost for-
gotten that he had to eat if he wanted
to live. He would be always writing and
writing.  Having not enough food he
looked like a skeleton.

One day his face showed that he was
very glad. He took the bag and went
to the publishing office of a popular
English monthly magazine. -There was a
Gurkha at the entrance. He entered the
office compound. ’

“Don’t enter,” he heard a voice like
thunder, He turned back,’

There were neither clothes, nor’

" Get out,” the Gurkha said dnd came.
near.

" Please Sir, | want to see the editor,”
he spoke in a low voice.

“Why ?"" he asked.

"1 have some poems.
them to the editor”
Gurkha.

| want to give
he said to the

“ Oh, mad fellow,” he cried and drove
him out of the compound.

He ran in great fear and grief and fell
near the gutter. The papers fell into
the. gutter. Though he got a wound
he did not mind it. He picked up

the pieces of paper quickly. The
Gurkha laughed.

A man saw this.
gentleman.

He was like a
He came near.

“What do you have ?”

he asked our
beggar sympathetically.

1 wrote some poems. | want to pub-
lish them. But the guard does not give
me permission to go into the office”
said the poor poet to the gentleman.

“Have you? In that case give them
to me. | will give them to the editor,”
he said and asked him to give his name.

The poor fellow said that his name
was Brown. Brown saw the man enter
the office. His heart jumped for joy.

"' Sir, something " the Gurkhd asked,
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The man threw four annas into his
hand and entered the office. Having
waited for a while, Brown saw the man
come out of the gate. He gave one rupee
to Brown.

“ Only this, Sir?"” Brown said.

“The Editor gave me only one rupee.
What can | do?” He went away with
a smile.

Brown was pleased though he got only
one rupee, He thought that his poems
and his name would be published.

*
* *

Two months passed away. He saw a
sheet of paper in the street. He took
and read it. There he saw his poem
published. But his name was not there.

He saw the photo of the man who took

his poems to the Editor like a broker.
Yes! he was deceived. He got angry.
Unfortunately the broker came that way
at that instant. Brown saw him coming
with a smile.

Brown laughed like @ mad man and
at once pounced upon him like a hungry
tiger. The broker cried and fell. Brown
sat on his chest and began to strangle
his throat. Two hands caught his hand.
There stood a policeman who brought
him to the police station. Then it was
proved that he was guilty. He told them
the true story. But they did not believe
him. Why? because he was very poor.
He was imprisoned for attempting to kill.
He attempted to kill a man. It was™ true.
But why? Why did he attempt? There
was none to ask the question. Now he
is in prison. ls he a Culprit? Yes, he is
guilty. But the society and its evils that
led him to do that, is more guilty.
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The Cunning Fox

A. Lourdusamy, VI

NCE upon a time there
lived a fox, a tiger and
a lion in a jungle. They
_were great friends. So
they would always go to-
gether to get food. If
they found any animal
they would divide it into
three parts and eat it.

One day they were roaming about the
forest for a long time in search of food.
But they did not find anything till they
got tired. At last they found a sheep
which was a fat one. They took it to
their cave. They decided
to divide it after their
bath. The fox found out
a means of eating the
whole  sheep  without
giving any share to the
tiger and the lion. So the
fox said to the lion to go
North to take bath and
to come back quickly. It
asked the tiger to go
South and to return as
soon as possible. It
would watch till they returned. Thinking
that the fox was their true friend, they
agreed to do so.

- The lion went North and the tiger
went South. The lion came back before
the tiger. The fox pretending to. be very
friendly told it that the tiger had come
immediately after the lion had left and
suggested that they should eat the sheep
without the lion. Of course the fox
refused. The lion got wild and said, " He
is a cunning fellow. | don’t think that

he can be my friend. | will kill him,
Where is he?” The fox pointed at a
path and the lion went along it to kill
the tiger.

After the lion had left, the tiger came.
The fox told the tiger that the lion had
proposed that they should eat the sheep
without the tiger. The tiger also go?
wild and went in search of the lion to

kill it

The tiger and the lion went by -differ-
ent paths.
for a

They did not meet each other
long time. At last the lion
and the tiger met and
without any delay ithey
attacked each other with
great anger. At last the
lion killed the tiger after
it had been itself mortally
wounded.

The fox knew what
would have happened and
it was very happy over
its  victory, that of
cunning over might. He
ate the sheep alone and in peace. He
came out of the cave jumping when a
hunter came along and killed the fox.
All its cunning was of no avail.

So also in the world there are many
who rob others, but are in turn robbed
by others; or what they robbed become
useless to them; or they become unable
to enjoy what they have robbed. Let us
be satisfied with what God has given us
We will find peace and joy.
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The Hen

Teacher—What is the most useful animal in the world to mankind?

Raman—A hen! Sir.

Teacher—A hen, How do you make that out ?
Raman—We can eat it before it is born and after it.is dead.

Refuse To Accept Defeat

It is said of Napoleon that once for a whole morning a battle went
against his forces till his officers were nearly in despair. He pulled out
his watch and said, ‘* Gentlemen, it is now two o’clock. We have lost

one battle.

There is still time to win another 7.

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.

—OIld Testament. Psalms XIV. 1:
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Music on the Piano
J. Antoine Lourduraj, VI

“The man that hath no music in himself
Nor is not moved with concord of sweet sounds
Is fit for treasons, stratagems and spoils.”
Shakespeare, Merchant of Vemice V, 1.

(\USIC is the art of expressing

X or stirring one’s emotions
by melodious and har-
monious combination of
sounds. Man in his quest
for discoveries wanted to
discover some means or
other to express his feel-
ings in a way that will catch the ear,
the heart and soul of his listeners.

God in his overflowing
love for mankind has
endowed nature with all
that man needs. The only
thing is that man should
not abuse this great love
of his supreme bounty.
He has to use the things
of nature in so-far as it
gives glory to God and
satisfies the noble ideas
of man. Music certainly
gives glory to God, for as
the great St. Augustine
puts it: “To sing is to
pray twice.”

Music is found every-
where in nature in the
birds of the air, in the waves of the
ocean, in the gentle breeze whistling
through the leaves of the forest: nay
even in the Ffrightful thunder there is
music.

The piano is a fine musical instrument
the modern world possesses. Everyone
likes to listen to a good pianist and say
within Kimself ¢ Ha, if I could play like

him!” It will be interesting to know
how this master musical imstrument came
into existence. Many hundreds of years

ago men learnt from the bow with which
they shot their arrows that a tight string
makes a musical note when it is struck.
They found out that a note is high if the
string is_tight, but low if the string is
loose. From these small beginnings grew
up the harp.

At first the harp consist-
ed of a few strings stret-
ched on a simple frame.
It was hung in the trees
and the wind made the
music as it blew through
the strings. But bit by
bit men found out the
way of getting tunes by
plucking the strings with
their fingers. The most
beautiful harps were made
by the ltalians, but they
say that they learnt a
great deal from the harps
of Ireland.

From the harp came
the harpsichord,  which
was the father of our modern piano.

harp put into a case was called
the harpsichord. It had a keyboard, like
the black and white keys of our pianos.
When they touched a key with their fin-
gers a small guill rose inside the frame
and plucked a string. The effect was
very pretty, but the tone could not be
varied, so that one never had a very
loud or very soft note if one “wanted it
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For three hundred years the harpsichord
was the favourite instrument in Europe.

But man was not satisfied with this
harpsichord, for this instrument could not
give full vent to the throbbings of his
heart. So he wanted to improve upon
this and make out of this instrument an
instrument which will produce sounds of
all pitches with which a sweet melody
could be played. Man began experi-
menting and as a result of labour and
experiment of more than a hundred years,
early in the eighteenth century the first
real piano was made in ltaly. As for any-
thing good and useful, much labour,
disappointments, hardships have gone into
the making of our modern pianos which
everyone loves to enjoy.

In a piano the note is struck by a
little hammer. Every key that is touched
makes a little hammer rise and hit the
string to which it belongs. One can
produce a loud or a soft note by pressing
on a pedal and the instrument can be
‘kept in tune easily, because the strings
are attached to metal pegs which are

turned to loosen or tighten the sstring.
The piano case is made of wood, well-
seasoned so that it will not split or
shrink. The wood is chosen for its beauty.
Rosewood and ebony are favourites for
this work.

At this stage of the development of
the piano man had not yet found out a
way of writing down the notes in some
way or other. But as time passed by the
enthusiastic adventurer, man, found out
a way of writing down the notes. At
first all playing was by the ear. Now it
is written. The notes are little circles
with or without a line attached to it.
They are placed on sets of lines. By means
of the circles and lines one knows whe-
ther to play a high or a low note; and
whether it should be long or short. So
we see that years of experiment and
hours of hard labour were necessary
before we could have the pleasure of
hearing the simplest song played on the
piano.

“’Music is the food of Love.”
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PONGAL

Edward Xavier, V

. ONGAL is a very ancient

feast. It is celebrated
throughout the whole
world in some form or

other. In India we call
it Pongal. But in West-*
ern countries it takes the
form of harvest festivals.
Farmers work very hard till the end of
the year. At last they get fresh grains
from their fields. They Feel happy. Their
happiness leads them to God, the source
of their joy.  They want to thank God
who has made everything. :

On a fixed day the people
take some fresh grains and cook
them. They place the food
before God and make an offer-
ing of it so that God may be
pleased with them. This celebra-
tion is called Pongal. On that
day the girls decorate the house.
Boys go hither and thither and
play happily. Their mothers cook
pongal and make many sweet
cakes. Their fathers give rest
to the cows and bulls. Men
and women wear new clothes

There are three kinds of Pongal; one
Bogi Pongal, another Mattu Pongal and
the last Pongal proper. Nowadays Pon-
gal plays an important part in diverting
the people’s mind from this world to the
other. The aim of Pongal is to remember
the goodness of God and thank Him
for what he has done. We realise’ that
without His help we will not get food.
Hence we learn to rely on God rather
than on ourselves.

Perhaps some may never think about
God. But on the feast of Pongal they
get a chance to think about God and
pray to Him with all the
members of their family. So
Pongal turns the mind of the
people to God. It helps people
to become pious. But some
may still ask why we celebrate
it. Pongal is not for mere joy.
Besides being joyful we have
to think of God on that day.

So on the feast of Pongal
each and every one of us must
think if we have fulfilled our duty

during the past year. we must

and have a good dinner, after they had
made the sacrifice. The cows and bulls
are also fed well and left free. In India
we celebrate it in the month of January.

promise to be diligent and do work better
than the previous year. We must start the
new year praying God that He may give us
better harvest in the year to come.
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THAT'S LIFE

Rajkumar, V

HE Golden Eagle entered
» the class and sat in the
chair. He was our Moral
Instruction teacher. His
head was bare as a cricket
field during the interval.
There were six hairs on
his head like the six
stumps. His head was reflecting the
sunlight. He had a spectacle frame with
only one glass. His nose was as fierce
looking as that of an eagle. But he had
a heart of gold. Hence he got the name
Golden Eagle. Two of his teeth were
jutting out of his mouth showing that
they were whiter than any other part of
his face. He was wearing an old black
coat without any pocket or button. He
was wearing a pair of shoes without
heals. Two toes came out of the shoe
showing that it was air-conditioned.

| have not yet told you the story.
He came and sat in the chair. - Then he
began to teach us about patience. His
speech was so interesting that one third
of the class began to sleep. Another
one third began to read books, which
certainly were not text books. He said
that we must be always patient. We must
not get angry for anything. Even if any
one strikes us we must not get angry.
If one strikes us on one of the cheeks
we must show him the other. Then he
would be moved by our action and come
to ask pardon. Thus he went on teaching.

| was moved by his speech. | deter-
mined not to get angry for anything.
| came out of the school and walked

along the road. At that time a fellow
came to me and gave me a good slap
on the cheek. At once | got angry;
but according to the Golden Eagle’s
advice | showed him the other also.
But that fellow gave the same slap on
the other cheek. | got angry. | forgot
the advice of the teacher and ran to
strike him. But he was big. So | was
patient.

The next day was a holiday. | went
to the Golden Eagle’s house. | reached
his house and suddenly stopped near the
door. There was a roaring noise. |
listened. It was our teacher scolding his
wife and beating his boy. His eyes were
red. The chief thing was that he was
really angry. He saw me and asked me
to come in. | went in and asked him
why he was angry. He said that his
snuff box was not to be found. Then
| said to him, " Sir, yesterday you told
us not to get angry for anything. But
to-day you...... " | could not Ffinish the
sentence. He was so angry that he came
to beat me. But | was not a fool to
stand there. | ran to the courtyard of

his house. But the door was locked.
Suddenly | turned. He also turned. But
he slipped down and fell. | got out of

the house, ran along the road laughing.
all the time. If any one had seen me

then, he would have thought that |
was mad.
But life is like that. We fail in the

very things which we order others to do...
So let us be very sympathetic towards
the failings of others.
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Man Is Man

A. X. Felix Adaikalaraj V

N O err is human” is an
s old saying. There is no
one who never makes
a mistake. To illustrate
this we have a proverb
in Tamil ‘wnZoré @
g smsFw’. We
shall explain this by
means of an example.

Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru, the Prime Minister
of India was then studying in London.
One day his teacher used a wrong word.
So, all the students began to laugh. The
teacher told them a story to show that
man is a man and so he makes mistakes

at times.

Heary VIl was the king of England.
He ruled over his people well and his
subjects were happy. One day the king
went on a hunt.
deer. He wanted to catch it.

{n a wood he saw a

The deer

ran away and the king chased it. Finding
that he could not catch it he threw a
bow at it. But the bow struck a man
who was hewing a tree and killed him.
The king was afraid and he went to the
palace sadly. The next morning when
he woke up he heard noise outside his
palace. He went to the second storey
and looked down. There was the angry
crowd demanding why he killed the man.
There was the fire of revenge and murder
reflected in their eyes. The king was
not angry. He went to them and said,
“Friends! Man is a man. Which man
has not made mistakes? | am also a
man. | killed the man by mistake. If
there is anyone among you who has
never committed any mistake, let him
come forward and punish me.” There
was silence. One by one, all slowly
went away from that place.

If we realise the truth of this saying,
how happy the world would be !
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