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Prolegomena

We deem it an honour and a coveted privilege to bring out this colourful
and attractive Souvenir of the Annamalai University to mark its Diamond
Jubilee Celebrations being held in December 1989. And our profound delight
is that the grand event is being inaugurated by His Excellency Shri
R. Venkataraman, our revered President of India. On behaif of the Souvenir
Committee it was given to me to invite messages of greetings, reminiscences
and lyrical compositions for inclusion in the Souvenir from very
distinguished personages in different walks of life — from political
dignitaries, judges, Vice-Chancellors, industrialists, intellectuals and bards
of repute. And the response has been at once spontaneous and heart-
warming as will be evident from the sparkling bouquet of eulogies received
from them that make this special number a feast for the reader’s mind and
heart. We are indeed highly indebted to them for their gracious gesture.

Our great President of India His Excellency ShriR. Venkataraman, who
by the way is our most distinguished Alumnus of our University, thattoo one
from our Tamil Nadu to adorn the most exalted office of the land, has in his
message extolled the services rendered by Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar,
the famed Founder of the University thus: “Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar
was not only a prince among munificent donors but also a visionary and
builder who wanted to create a perpetual stream of enlightened Indians
during the centuries ahead.”

Our esteemed Prime Minister, Hon’ble Shri Vishwanath Pratap Singh,
in his worthy message of greetings heartily congratulates the University on
its praiseworthy achievements thus: “The University has made a significant
contribution to the world of learning and to nation-building. Its Alumni have
distinguished themselves in different fields and have done their University
and country proud.” o

Our revered Deputy Prime Minister, Hon’ble Shri Devi Lal, bestowing
his encomiums on the Founder and referring to the Diamond Jubilee
Celebrations observes: “This is an occasion to remember the late Dr. Rajah
Sir Annamalai Chettiar whose magnificent philanthropy and amazing
vision were solely responsible for the University to blossom into one of the
excellent centres of higher learning, besides becoming the Mecca of Tamil
learning, research, art and culture.”



Referring to the uniqueness of the devoted act of the Founder of the
University, Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, His Excellency Dr.
P.C. Alexander, our esteemed Governor, has this to say in his message of
tribute: “To establish a residential University in a relatively out of the way
rural area, and that too in a decade which witnessed a long spell of severe
economic depression was indeed a great act of courage and faith.” Showering
his accolades on the great Founder, hisillustrious son, Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah
Chettiar and his equally worthy grandson, Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy, for
bringing up the University to the level of being recognised as a splendorous
light-house of education and enlightenment, our beloved Chief Minister
Hon’ble Dr. Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi, in his glowing message in Tamil,
refers pointedly to the honest daring and unshakeable faith with which the
University has been preparing the youth of the country for the challenges
facing them. Hon’ble Prof. K. Anbazhagan, Minister of Education, himself
an Alumnus of rare distinction, expresses his hope that his Alma Mater,
fondly nurtured by the Founder and his son and grandson, will strive hard to
promote and strengthen its research activities in Tamil Culture as much asin
Science and Technology so as to meet the imperative demands of the present
changing times.

Gther dignitaries who have sent their congratulatory messages include
Governors of other States, Ministers of the Tamil Nadu Government, Judges,
Vice-Chancellors, academicians, industrialists, poets, etc.; they have paid
their rich tributes to the noble Chettinad Family and the Annamalai
University in highly appreciative terms. Apart from messages of greetings
and good wishes, the biographical sketches of three Founder-Pro-
Chancellors Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah
Chettiar and Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy, interesting recollections of some of
those who had served the University like our profoundly erudite Governor
himself, and panegyric verses make the Souvenir a cornucopia of interesting
facts and enlivening anecdotes which, we hope, will make the reader feel as if
he is being taken on an exciting voyage of discovery.

A glance at the sixty-year saga of the University’s spectacular growth
and the reports of its Departments of study included in the Souvenir can
hardly fail to give the impression to the reader that the Founder’s aims and
aspirations have been kept in perspective by the Management, the Faculty
and the students with the participative strategy of implementation having
been evolved in regard to policy formulation, curriculum construction and
reconstruction, emphasis on quality, equity and excellence, stimulation of
the professional growth of teachers, the University-Industry partnership,
the social accountability of higher education and above all the cultivation of
those arts and studies that mellow character and chasten outer and inner life.
Further, it will be seen how the University, having given the go-by to the
traditional ‘ivory tower’ approach to higher education has in the last one



decade been educating literally through its ‘Distance Education’ pro-
grammes thousands of men and women who work in offices, firms, factories,
mills and even schools all over the country and at the same time ‘earn’
degrees and diplomas. This significant achievement, need I say, constitutes
a purple patch in the chronicle of the University.

The Souvenir Committee, with the help and guidance of the Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Rm. Sethunarayanan, zealously worked as a dedicated
team, charged with a sense of high purpose and urgency to fulfil an
assignment of no mean importance. If we have succeeded in getting ready
this publication in record time and making it look captivating, it is mostly
because of the arduous and unremitting efforts put forth by Dr.
R. Ganapathy, Professor of English and Editor, and his assistants, Dr.
R. Dakshinamoorthy, Dr. PL. Muthuveerappan, Dr. F. Abdul Rahim and
Thiru L. Thirunavukkarasu, on the one hand, and Thiru G. Mayuresan,
Assistant Works Manager, Thiru D. Jeganathan, Press Superintendent,
Thiru J.B.D. Mani, Foreman and the dedicated team of technical assistants
of the Annamalai University Press, on the other, who executed their work
with considerable care and gusto. Major M. Kunjithapatham, Special
Officer, Diamond Jubilee, entrusted with the responsibility of aiding the
Souvenir Committee, has played his role with appreciable ardour. Mr. Edwin
Samuel, Assistant Public Relations Officer of the University, too has been of
considerable assistance to the Committee. The cover page which makes the
Souvenir aesthetically eye-catching, has been designed beautifully by Thiru
Manianselvam, a well-known artist of Madras. To all these people, the
Souvenir Committee and I, as the Chairman, are greatly beholden for their
valued help, support and cooperation.

We tender our most grateful thanks to our beloved Chief Minister,
Hon’ble Dr. Kalaignar, for so kindly agreeing to release the scintillating
Diamond Jubilee Souvenir.

Need [ say that I am particularly indebted to Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy,
Pro-Chancellor, for according me the honour of humbly serving ‘the
Annamalai University, my beloved Alma Mater, on the occasion of its
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.

Dr. S.V. Chittibabu
Former Vice-Chancellor
and Chairman,
Souvenir Committee.
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MESSAGES



His Excellency Rashtrapathi SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN
PRESIDENT OF INDIA



PRESIDENT
REPUBLIC OF INDIA

On the auspicious occasion of the Diamond Jubilee
of Annamalai University, I have great pleasure in
extending my warm felicitations to all those associated
with this distinguished academic institution. Rajah Sir
Annamalai Chettiar was not only a prince among munificent
donors but also a visionary and builder who wanted to
create a perpetual stream of enlightened Indians during
the centuries ahead. The Annamalai University, his
outstanding achievement, has been ably served by his
son' the late Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar and his grandson
Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy, the present Pro-Chancellor of the
Annamalai University. The Annamalai University, over the
last six decades, has grown into an impressive institution
which strives to encourage excellence in a great variety
of disciplines. It is now something of a trend-setter in
the context of our new educational objectives. May the
University continue to fulfil the vision of its noble Founder
and, in so doing, serve the cause of India’s greatness as an
enlightened civilization.

R. VENKATARAMAN




39-asgyfa, W@
a fewat
VICE-PRESIDENT
INDIA
New DeLui- 110011

| am glad that the Annamalai University is celebrating its Diamond Jubilee in
December this year.

I send my greetings and best wishes on this happy occasion.

( S.D. Sharma )



His Excellency SHRI SHANKAR DAYAL SHARMA
VICE-PRESIDENT OF INDIA



Hon’ble Shri VISHWANATH PRATAP SINGH
PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA




PRIME MINISTER

MESSAGE

I am happy to learn that the Annamalai University will be
celebrating its diamond jubilee this year. The University has made
a significant contribution to the world of learning and to nation-building.
Its alumni have distinguished themselves in different fields and have

done their university and country proud.

I send my good wishes to the staff and students of the Annamalai
University on the occasion of the diamond jubilee of the University

and wish them the very best for the future.

(ho—"

[Vishwanath Pratap Singh]

New Delhi
5th December, 1989
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DEVI LAL
Deputy Prime Minister of India
New Delhi

I 'am extremely happy to learn that the Annamalai University is due to
celebrate its Diamond Jubilee this year. This is an occasion to remember the late
Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar whose magnificent philanthropy and amazing
vision were solely responsible for the University to blossom into one of the
excellent centres of higher learning besides becoming the Mecca of Tamil
learning, research, artand culture. What canbe a bigger proof of the eminence of
this great centre of learning than the fact that its alumni include no less a person
than our revered President of India, Shri R. Venkataraman !

The Centre has been ably nurtured by Shri Chettiar's equally worthy
successors, Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar and Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy.

I feel honoured to send my heartiest greetings to the people of Tamilnadu
and pray that the great institution continues to be a source of inspiration and
enlightenment not only in the State but all over the country.

DEVI LA4




Hon’ble Shri DEVI LAL
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA



Dr. P.C. ALEXANDER
Governor of Tamilnadu

Tamil Nadu has always had a great tradition of discerning philanthropy. Men
of goodwill and munificence have, from time immemorial, given generously for
the promotion of art and literature and for charitable causes like establishment
and maintenance of places of worship, rest houses, irrigation tanks, etc. Later,
education started getting the support of philanthropists and very soon, medical
aid also received such patronage. However, no philanthropist in Tamil Nadu has
given so much support and shown such intense interest and devotion to higher
education as Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar had done in the twenties of the present
century. To establish a residential University in a relatively out-of-the-way rural
area, and that too in a decade which witnessed a long spell of severe economic
depression, was indeed a great act of courage and faith.

Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar was not only generous with his money but was
equally generous with his time and personal atlention in his mission of building up
the University. Though he himself did not have the experience of a formal
University education, he brought to the task of building up the Annamalai
University the rare gifts of a great educationist and administrator.

His illustrious son, Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar, continued his good work and
helped a great deal in developing the University as one of the top ranking centres
of higher learning in India. The University is fortunate that the traditions of these
two great philanthropists are being continued with great commitment by
Dr. M.AM. Ramaswamy, the present Pro-Chancellor.

The burden of financing higher education has now fallen mainly on the public
exchequer. The resources of the Government are already over-stretched in
trying to cope with the competing claims on them from various other equally
important priority programmes. Some of the existing educational institutions do
not have adequate infrastructural facilities and are, therefore, not able to do full
justice to the tasks expected of them. In mast Universities, the resources
available for research are grossly inadequate and unlike in the case of the
Universities in Western countries, funds from private sources have not been
forthcoming in our country to support research on any appreciable scale. The
Universities look up to the Government for additional support but resource
constraints make it difficult for the Government to respond adequately to these
demands.



One can only hope that the vision and foresight shown by Rajah Sir
Annamalai Chettiar will serve as an inspiration to others to come forward with
generous support to the cause of higher education in our country.

On this happy occasion of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of the
Annamalai University, | send my congratulations and greetings to all those who
have contributed to the growth of this great institution. | wish the University
continued progress and excellence in the years to come.
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His Excellency Dr. P.C. ALEXANDER

Governor of Tamilnadu and Chancellor of the University
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Hon’ble Dr. KALAIGNAR M. KARUNANIDHI
CHIEF MINISTER OF TAMIL NADU



ADARSH SEIN ANAND
Chief Justice of Madras
Madras

I'am indeed happy to learn that the Annamalai University, founded by Dr.
Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad, and now imparting advanced and
updated knowledge and training in the Arts, Sciences and Technology and
making significant confributions to the development of and research in Tamil
Literature, Art and Culture, has completed sixty years of its useful sérvice to the
society and is celebrating the Diamond Jubilee, on 14th December, 1989.

I convey my best wishes to the Institution on the epoch-making occasion
and pray to the Almighty that the University may keep on serving the cause of
education by promoting its highest ideals.




Dr. M.SATHIAH alias TAMILKUDIMAGAN
Speaker
Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly

The benevolence of Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad and his
keen insight and vision culminated in the founding of a University of such
magnitude. :

| venture to say that a University is not only an institution consciously
devoted to the pursuit of knowledge, the solution of problems, the critical
appreciation of the achievements of mankind and the training of men at a really
high level, but also one that forms the ultimate secret of civilization.

May the University, devoted to high ideals, be a beacon light to dispel the
darkness around us and be a source of inspiration and guidance in the field of
education for generations to come. Let the motto, “With Courage and Faith”,
dominate all its endeavours.

| share the joy of this memorable occasion and my best wishes go to you and
your institution.




Hon’ble Prof. K. ANBAZHAGAN

Minister for Education, Government of Tamilnadu
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g CHETTINAD HOUSE,
*‘v 3 > RAJAH ANNAMALAIPURAM,
SEis MADRAS-600 028.

DM A M Ramaswamy

Onthis auspicious occasion, when the Annamalai University, founded by the
vision of my revered grand father, Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, in 1929, at
Annamalai Nagar, after the pattern of the great Universities of Oxford and
Cambridge, and fostered by my beloved father, Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar, will
be shortly celebrating its Diamond Jubilee, my heart is full of gratitude to all those
who have been helpful in the founding, establishment and growth of the
University.

The Annamalai University has today blossomed into a vibrant centre of
intellectual activity. We owe our -thankfulness to the Union and State
Governments and the UGC for their unstinted financial assistance and moral
support, extended to the University during all these eventfu! years.

A number of new Faculties have been added after the Golden Jubilee and, as
ordained by Providence, | fulfilled the ambition of my revered father, as my filial
duty, by adding the Faculty of Medicine.

We are grateful to the people of Tamil Nadu in whose affections the
University has already secured an abiding place. On this memorable occasion, |
wish to echo the earnest prayer of my revered father that it shouid continue to
serve the people in the same spirit of dedicated service in the years to come.

M A

(Dr. M.AM. RAMASWAMY )



Dr. M.A.M. RAMASWAMY
FOUNDER PRO-CHANCELLOR



Prof. Rm. SETHUNARAYANAN
VICE=- CHANCELLOR

ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY,
ANNAMALAINAGAR F.0. 608002

As one associated with the Annamalai University for over forty years as
student, academic and administrator, | am extremely delighted to offer my
heartiest felicitations to my Alma Mater, on the eve of her Diamond Jubilee.

The passing of sixty years for a person, and more so, for an institution, is
indeed a momentous and memorable experience. Founded sixty years ago, by
the great vision and grand philanthropy of Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of
Chettinad; and nurtured zealously and assiduously by his son, Dr. Rajah Sir M.A.
Muthiah Chettiar of Chettinad, and now entrusted to the dynamic stewardship of
Dr. M.AAM. Ramaswamy, who continues the great traditions of his father and
grand father, the Annamalai University has grown from strength to strength, not
only establishing itself as a premier institution of higher learning and research in
the country, but also addressing itself in various ways to the needs of this socially
backward district of South Arcot. '

To mention only a few, the University has established the Rajah Muthiah
Institute of Health Sciences and Hospital and is doing yeoman service for the
health care of the community at large in this District. The Faculties of Agriculture
and Engineering and Technology ushered in modern and innovative methods for
the improvement of farming, rice production, rice milling, rural housing, and
sanitation. The Directorate of Distance Education has taken the learning process
to the very doorsteps of the learner in our country and also abroad, with a number
of attractive and professionally useful courses of study at all levels.

On the one hand, there is an avowed and traditional emphasis on the
learning of Tamil Language and Culture, Music and the Arts, and on the other, the
University is avidly interested in offering socially relevant courses and
transferring appropriate technology to the common man in rural India.

It is a gratifying fact that the University's Alumni have made a mark, as
Teachers, Scientigts, Scholars, Statesmen, Ministers, Administrators, Edu-
cationists, Industrialists and Entrepreneurs.



Looking back in retrospect, | am pleased with the remarkable progress the
University has made. In the light of its past achievements, | have every reason to
believe that it will more than amply fulfil itself as a seat of excellence, in the years
to come.

| wish all glory to Annamalai, and | pray that it marches on from success to

success, to its centenary, in memorable justification of the lofty aims and ideals of
the Founders.

s SeeRonny——



Prof. Rm. SETHUNARAYANAN
VICE-CHANCELLOR




Dr. SV. CHITTIBABU
Former Vice-Chancellor
Annamalai University

The celebration of the Diamond Jubilee of the Annamalai University gives
me an opportunity to render my homage yet again to this renowned seat of higher
learning and research which is a standing monument to the amazing vision and
creative process of Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad, its fabulously
munificent Founder. As one who had been given the unique privilege of serving it
as a Vice-Chancellor for two terms | could see how right from the beginning, the
Founder took care of even the minutest detail of the operational part of his
grandiose scheme with a view to fashioning the University as a glorious standard
bearer of Tamil culture and civilisation. He strained every nerve of his to make it
an academic powerhouse effecting a symbiosis between Humanities and
Sciences, between teaching and redearch in all disciplines.

The indefatigable energy, untiring zeal and the brilliant dynamism of Dr.
Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar elevated the status of the University and enhanced its
stature in such a way as to merit the unqualified approbation and appreciation of
the academic world which has rightly recognised it as a premier unitary and
residential seminary of tertiary education providing a fascinating spectrum of
facilities in the study of a variety of subjects such as arts, sciences, engineering
and technology, agriculture, dentistry and computer science.

Dr.M.A M. Ramaswamy, the present Founder Pro-Chancellor in his turn has
proved by his remarkable accomplishments that he is no less versatile,
enterprising and far-sighted than his celebrated grandfather and distinguished -
father in conserving, planning and implementing several trendsetting and
innovative courses of study, relevant to the pressing needs of national economy,
social transformation and cultural integration. His crowning achievement is the
concretisation of his beloved father's cherished dream, viz., the setting up of a
model Medical College equipped with all the sophisticated facilities that make the
quality of instruction and training imparted to its students excellent and
exemplary. With the adroit spirit of a sportsman and fervent zeal of a lover and
promoter of sports, he has given a powerful thrust to the athletic activities of the
University in a manner never before witnessed in its history.

The Diamond Jubilee of the Annamalai University constitutes a significant
landmark in its splendid chronicle of unimpeded growth and development. And
naturally, it is an occasion for special rejoicing as well as grateful remembrance
of the signal services rendered by the incomparable Chettinad Family. It is but
most fitting that our revered President has graciously chosen to honour the




University by inaugurating its Diamond Jubilee Celebrations. | offer my heartiest
congratulation to the authorities, staff and students of the University.

Excelsior! May the University grow from strength to strength diffusing
sweetness and light while being led along the ascending pathway to greater and
greater glory.

I wish the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations every success.



S.J. SADIQ PASHA
Minister for Law
Government of Tamilnadu

The Annamalai University has played a significant role in raising the
intellectual tone of society and it has gained recognition jn world forums for its
multi-faceted contributions in the field of education.

My hearty best wishes for a grand success of the Diamond Jubilee
Celebrations.

K.P. KANDASAMY
Minister for Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments
Government of Tamilnadu

The contributions of the Annamalai University in imparting advanced and
updated knowledge and training in various fields and to the development and
research of Tamil language for six decades, are commendable. No doubt, this
institution will march ahead with many more achievements in the modern
technological fields also.

| wish the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations a grand success.
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M.M. RAJENDRAN, IAS
Chief Secretary
Government of Tamilnadu

On the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of the Annamalai
University, | send my warm greetings and good wishes.

This University has served the cause of higher education with distinction for
over six decades and carved out a niche for itself in higher learning and research.

| trust that the University will continue to play equally significant role in the
field of higher education in future, turning out graduates of high quality and

calibre, to meet the manpower needs of the Country.

| wish the function all success.



Prof. YASH PAL
Chairman
University Grants Commission

| send my warmest greetings on the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee of the
Annamalai University, and wish it an excellent academic future.

Dr. HB.N. SHETTY, IAS
Secretary to Government
Education Department, Madras

The Diamond Jubilee is an important landmark in the growth of an Institution.
That is the time to look back with pride on what has been achieved so far, and to
plan for future growth with greater anticipation and expectancy. The Annamalai
University has carved a niche for itself in the field of Higher Education and | hope it
will maintain the leadership in future also. While congratulating the management
for the outstanding achievements registered so far, | extend my best wishes for
the success of the celebrations. '



DATO’ SERI S. SAMY VELLU
Minister of Energy, Telecommunications and Posts
Malaysia

This is a Diamond Jubilee Year for the Annamalai University and | am
pleased to know that Annamalai’s sixty years of existence has been a history
crowned with glory, splendour, dignity and achievements. It has grown to be one
of India’s prestigeous centres of higher learning. It is also a renowned seat of
Tamil Learning.

Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad in founding this University, has
made the most significant and lasting contribution that any individual could make
to mankind. '

His grandson, Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy, now continues this great tradition of
the family. As the third Pro-Chancellor of the University, he has brought greater
modernization to it.

| congratulate all the past and present eminent men who have served this
University as Vice-Chancellors, Professors and Lecturers, for their contributions
which, without doubt, would have contributed to Annamalai’s present standing as
a great centre of learning.



DATO’' K. PATHMANABAN
Deputy Minister of Labour
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

| am delighted to send this message of greetings on this auspicious occasion
of the Diamond Jubilee of Annamalai University.

Founded as a Centre ofthe Liberal Arts and Tamil Studies, the University has
blossomed to its full splendour with technical and medical specialities. The vision
and work of its Founder, the renowned Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar has been
realised.

Through the portals of this University have passed many thousands of young
men and women from many parts of the world, whose beginnings here have led
them to great heights. With so many universities in India, itisindeed a rare tribute
to Annamalai University that both the President of India and the Governer of Tamil
Nadu lay claim to being its Alumni.

The glory of this Diamond Jubilee and the University rests on the fine
contributions made by its Founders, its successive Pro-Chancellors, and the
dedication of its Vice-Chancellors, academic staff and students.

May your greatness grow to greater heights.

My Greetings to the Pro-Chancellor Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy, the Chairman
of the Celebrations, and all concerned.



DATO’ S. SUBRAMANIAM
Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Government of Malaysia and
Deputy President of the Malaysian Indian Congress
Malaysia

The Annamalai University is a world renowned institution of higher learning,
and in the six decades since its founding, it has trained and produced eminent
persons who have distinguished themselves as scholars, educationists, leaders,
researchers, administrators and leaders in other walks of life, and thus have
influenced the course and destiny of Tamilnadu and India. Education is not just
imparting knowledge but providing the skills to discern the right from wrong, that
is, the values needed for the progress of the human race. Thus, the Annamalai
University has done commendably for its students who came in pursuit of
knowledge.

The vision of the Founder Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, not only
materialised into a reality, but was further to grow under his son Dr. Rajah SirM.A.
Muthiah Chettiar, and grandson M.A.M. Ramaswamy as the Pro-Chancellor. The
University over the years has grown in size as well by the creation of new faculties
and departments in new disciplines for the ever thirsty students in pursuit of
knowledge and learning. The birthand growth and the outstanding achievements
of the University would not have been possible but for the vision and philanthropy
of the family of Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar.

All service to humanity is noble but service to humanity by providing sound
education is the noblest of all services.

May the Almighty bless all those engaged in the service of education in the
University so that it will.continue to serve for the well-being, development and
advancement of the human race.



Prof. M.G.K. MENON
Scientific Adviser to the Prime Minister and
Member, Planning Commission, New Delhi

Education constitutes a unique national investment. It provides the
manpower needed at different levels of the economy. It is also the base on which
research and development in any field flourishes, and national self- reliance
attained. The University system, being at the apex of the educational pyram|d
has a key role to play in national development through creation and dissemination
of specialised knowledge and skills and creation of leadership. To promote
efficiency and effectiveness in higher education, excellence in performance of
institutions and individuals should be recognised and rewarded, and a climate
conducive to excellence and innovation created and promoted with full
involvement of the faculty and students. To contribute effectively to national
development, organic linkages need to be established and strengthened
with technical education and industries, R & D organisations, programmes of
rural and community development, and with various sectors of education with
complementary characteristics.

It is encouraging that the Annamalai University is already engaged in such
multi-pronged  activities of human resources development, giving due
importance to value education and to the precious Indian heritage which needsto
be preserved and fostered. With rising demands for specialisation and inter-
disciplinary studies, the University has before it a challenging task. This will
require flexibility of curricula, contacts with live situations and development of
new concepts. Institutions like Annamalai University which have established a
sound foundation, can play a major role by introducing appropriate courses and
programmes.

| hope that the Annamalai University would be able to instil personal qualities
among the students such as, motivation, discipline, integrity, honesty and
competitiveness that are so-essential; as also intensify its response to the
challenging tasks of teaching and research at advanced levels.

| wish the celebrations all success and the University a great future.



L. SABARETNAM
Member of the Syndicate
Annamalai University

On the auspicious and memorable occasion when the Annamalai University,
my beloved Alma Mater, is celebrating its Diamond Jubilee, | recall with pleasure
and gratitude the exemplary services rendered by its incomparable Founder
Pro-Chancellor Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar to the country in general and
Tamilnadu in particular, by extending the benefits of higher education to the
educationally and socially backward communities. His everlasting gift, viz., the
Annamalai University, is the fruit of his deep vision and fervent concern for the
uplift and welfare of humanity. His great desire on his return to India after visiting
the celebrated Universities of Oxford and Cambridge was to establish a seat of
higher learning and research on the pattern of these two great Universities. For
this purpose he toiled hard and by the blessings of the Aimighty he succeeded in
founding the Annamalai University which as the years rolled by, has blossomed
into a centre of excellence in Arts and Sciences. Thousands of students have
come out of the portals of this great institution and many of them are presently
occupying most responsible and distinguished positions in various walks of life all
over the world. This University was handed over as his precious legacy to his

~ worthy son and successor Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar who in his turn nurtured
and groomed it with impeccable care into one with an impressive stature as
evidenced by the many sided growth of its faculties. Now the mantle of Pro-
Chancellorship is on the shoulders of Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy who is devoting his
time and energy for the ever increasing renown and importance of the
University.To him service to the University is an act of piety and allegiance to the-
revered memory of his beloved father and revered grandfather. | have no doubt
that under his dynamic stewardship the University will continue its onward march
on the path towards greater glory and excellence in the academic world.

| have great pleasure as an alumnus of the University and as a Member of the
Syndicate in offering my heartiest congratulations to my Alma Mater and wishing
it a resplendent future when it is celebrating the eventful completion of its
scintillating sixty years of memorable existence as a seat of higher learning and
research.



P. VENKATASUBBIAH
Governor of Karnataka
Bangalore

Over the past sixty years, the Annamalai University has achieved higher and
higher standards of excellence with each passing year and this creditable record
of achievements is naturally due to the dedicated efforts of Dr. Rajah Sir
Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad, Founder of the University, his son Dr. Rajah Sir
M.A. Muthiah Chettiar and grandson Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy, apart from a galaxy
of Vice-Chancellors and other teaching faculty.

| take this opportunity to convey my felicitations to the Chettiars for building
up such an outstanding centre for higher learning, and | wish the Diamond Jubilee
Celebrations a grand success.

SADIQ ALI
Former Governor of Tamilnadu
New Delhi

The Annamalai University is justly proud of its parentage, a succession of
distinguished Vice-Chanceliors, the new lines of study and research it opened
out from time to time and the high level of excellence it has achieved in several
fields. It kept a close watch on the changing and varied needs of the country and
sought to fulfil them to the full extent of its capacity. On the auspicious occasion of
its Diamond Jubilee | send my warm greetings, and express the hope that it would
continue to have the strength to meet new challenges and explore new avenues
of service to the country.



Dr. B. GOPALA REDDI
Former Governor, U.P.
“Santiniketan”, Nellore

As one interested in education, | have watched the inception and growth of
the Annamalai University. | remember the days when the Madras Legislative
Council discussed the University Act during the Chief Ministership of Dr.
Subbarayan. It was for the first time that a University was being named after a
philanthropist, Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, in recognition of his princely
munificence of donating large sums of money and transferring the buildings of
Meenakshi College in Chidambaram.

As a Minister in 1937, | visited the University for the first time and addressed
the students. As Finance Minister, later, | did take interest in the growth of the
University, specially the Engineering College Project. By then Sir Muthiah
Chettiar had become the Pro-Chancellor. The University did me the honour of
inviting me to deliver the Convocation Address in December, 1951.

Dr. Rajah Muthiah Chettiar, during his long tenure, as Pro-Chancellor, took
genuine and parental interestin the growth of the University, and in its becoming a
prestigious institution in India.

After him, Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy took over as the third generation of
Founder Pro-Chancellors. In a short time more Faculties have been added and
the University is on the path of further progress.

Very eminent Vice-Chancellors were at the helm of affairs. No one can
minimize their experience and importance.

| am particularly happy to note the importance given to Tamil Culture,
Literature and Music.

| pay my tributes to the University on the memorable occasion of its Diamond
Jubilee and wish it all glory and success in every direction, in the years to come.



Justice S. MOHAN
Chief Justice
High Court, Karnataka

This edifice of education has registered a glorious record of six decades of
very useful educational service to the society at large. Many products of this
University occupy high positions of distinction in Public and Private Sectors. The
University has assumed, for itself quite deservedly, a name and fame, and
national importance as well, in promoting the cause of education.

On this historic occasion of the Diamond Jubilee, | send my hearty
congratulations and greetings to the Pro-Chancellor Dr. M.A M. Ramaswamy, the
Vice-Chancellor, the Teaching Staff and the Students.

| wish the Annamalai University all glory.

Justice P.R. GOKULAKRISHNAN
Chief Justice,
High Court of Gujarat, Ahmedabad

The Annamalai University is a pride of Tamilnadu. The dynamic foresight of
Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar has created this University of world repute. The
untiring service, with a missionary zeal, rendered by his son Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah
Chettiar, has stabilized this University with strong foundation for its progress. The
present Pro-Chancellor, Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy, has devoted himself to the
opening of the medical faculty and other faculties, to add greatness to the
University.

Started in the rural part of Tamilnadu, surrounded by agricultural families, this
University has brought out the native talents and focused to the world the
" intellectual acumen of the people of this part of the country.

| wish the Diamond Jubilee function all success.



Justice V. RAMASWAMI
Chief Justice
Punjab & Haryana High Court, Chandigarh

James A. Garfield, a former U.S. President, once said that nextinimportance
to freedom and justice is popular education, without which neither justice nor
freedom can be permanently maintained. Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar
consolidated the foundations of freedom and justice in India by founding this
great institution in 1929. This University is a lighthouse of education not only in
South India but all over the country showing the path to thousands of aspirants in
almost every branch of knowledge.

The University, surrounded by natural beauty, is conducive to devoted
studies. The calmness and solitude encourage the scholars to attain higher
goals. Various branches of knowledge such as Humanities, Sciences, Agri-
culture, Commerce, Medicine, Engineering, etc., are prospering under the able
leadership of worthy trustees of the University. By their tireless efforts it has
become ajewel of South India. Itis also heartening to note that proper attentionis
being paid to foster and develop Tamil culture, literature and music.

| send my sincere and warm good wishes on the occasion of the Diamond
Jubilee.



Justice S. NATARAJAN
Judge, Supreme Court of India
New Delhi

The Annamalai University, the only Residential University in Tamil Nadu, has
won fame and name for itself, not only throughout the country but also the world
over. It has been served all through by distinguished Vice-Chancellors and
eminent professors. Its alumni are spread throughout the world and many have
attained high and distinguished positions in life. The services rendered by the
University to the cause of higher education in general, and to Tamil language and
Fine Arts in particular, are to be written in letters of gold.

Whenever and wherever the name of Annamalai University is mentioned,
one’s thoughts immediately turn to the illustrious founder of the University, Dr.
Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar and his son Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar. Dr.
Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar was a great visionary and a person of remarkable
talents. It was his munificence and high ideals that brought the University into
existence. The great institution founded by him was fostered and taken to greater
heights by his worthy son, Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar. After Dr. Rajah Sir
M.A. Muthiah Chettiar, his son, Dr. M.AM. Ramaswamy. has been rightly
appointed the Pro-Chancellor of the University and he has taken the University to
still greater heights by opening the Medical and Dental Colleges and the
magnificent Hospital, attached to them. The University has to its credit a glittering
record of service and it is bound to attain greater and greater heights of glory in
the years to come.

| wish the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations all success.



E.K. NAYANAR
Chief Minister
Kerala

| am very happy to learn that Annamalai University is celebrating its Diamond
Jubilee this year and that a Souvenir is being published on the occasion.

| take this opportunity to send my heartiest greetings, and wish the
celebraticns all success.

Dr. BALRAM JAKHAR
Former Speaker, Lok Sabha
New Delhi

Besides being a temple of learning, ardently devoted to teaching and
research, a University stands for humanism, rationalism, secularism, tolerance
and spirit of enquiry. It is heartening to note that the Annamalai University — a
premier institution with many pace-setting achievementsto its credit — has been
doing yeoman service in not only exploring the frontiers of knowledge but also
making the fruits of research socially relevant. it has the unique distinction of
bringing the results of its research to the doorstep of the common man and
thereby helping in improving the quality of life in rural India.

The Diamond Jubilee of the Annamalai University is an occasion for its
alumni to draw inspiration and to surge forward with greater zeal and vigour in

pursuit of excellence.

My best wishes for the success of the celebrations.



P. CHIDAMBARAM
Former Minister of State for Personnel and Home Affairs
Government of India

Inthe six decades of its existence, the Annamalai University has grewn from
a small college into one of the leading centres of higher learning in the country.
From a modest beginning with seven departments in various academic
disciplines, it has grown into a giant with forty-five departments in disiciplines
ranging from History, Tamil Language, Culture and Music, to Medicine,
Engineering and Technology, Computer Engineering and Computer Appli-
cations. The range of knowledge covered by these disciplines embodies the
enlightened vision of its founding fathers, particularly of Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai
Chettiar, who saw the future in the horizon while resting on the foundations of a
rich and ancient tradition. In fact, the harmonious blend of traditional areas of
learning with the most advanced fields is a distinctive feature of this University.

The University has also established for itself a distinguished name as a
pioneer in community-oriented research and socially-relevant education
through its extension programmes and the National Service Scheme. From out of
the four walls of the campus, it has reached out to the homes of common people
through its Distance Education Centres, making the adventure of higher learning
accessible to many. The standard of academic excellence fostered and nurtured
by the University is an eloquent testimony to the dedication and hard work that
has gone into building the institution.

| extend my warm felicitations on this auspicious occasion of the Diamond
Jubilee and wish for the Annamalai University a bright future as glorious as its
past.



MARGARET ALVA
Former Minister of State for Human Resource Development
Government of India

| am glad to know that the Annamalai University is celebrating its Diamond
Jubilee this year. | send my best wishes to the staff and students of the University
and wish the University every success in the years to come.

L.P. SHAHI
Former Minister of State for Education & Culture
Government of India

This University was founded in 1929 by Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of
Chettinad as a realisation of his long cherished dream for the educational
advancement of the people of this region and his great love for education. It was
his foresight and vision that led to the establishment of the University, not merely
as a philanthropic endeavour but as a response to a challenging need for
improving the quality of the lives of people and for wiping out ignorance. Today
when the University is celebrating its Diamond Jubilee, we must all join together in
paying our tributes to the farsightedness and generosity of its Founder.

| am happy to note that the University has lived up to the vision and
expectations of its illustrious Founder and is today known as an outstanding
centre of higher learning and research and is imparting advanced and updated
knowledge and training in Arts, Science and Technology as well as making
notable contributions to the development of literature, art and culture.

On this auspicious occasion, | extend my good wishes to the teachers,
students and all those associated with the University.



JANARDHANA POOJARY
Former Minister of State for Rural Development
Government of India

The University named after its illustrious Founder, Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai
Chettiar, can look back with pride on its track record. It is quite encouraging to
note that during the sixty years of its existence, the ‘University, with forty-five
Departments for various disciplines, has been able to reach new heights of
excellence and innovation in academic pursuit, enquiry and research, besides
making a significant contribution to the promotion of Tamil literature, art and
culture.

While serving as a seat of higher learning, the University deserves
congratulations for establishing a rapport with the rural population of the South
Arcot District. | am glad to learn that the University is to take up programmes for
the transfer of appropriate technology to the villages for improving the quality of
life of the rural people.

| wish the Annamalai University all success in the years to come.

RAFIQUE ALAM
Former Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare
New Delhi

Through the untiring and pioneering efforts of the Founder, Dr. Rajah Sir
Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad, the Annamalai University has made a big leap
forward in imparting advanced and updated knowledge and training in the arts
and sciences and technology over the years. | am glad to see that it is also making
notable contribution to the development and research in Tamil literature, art and
culture.

| hope, the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations would provide an occasion for all
concerned to re-dedicate themselves for making the dream of the Founder a
reality, and in taking the University to new heights of glory.

My best wishes.



K.R. NARAYANAN
Former Minister of State for Science & Technology, Atomic Energy, Space,
Electronics & Ocean Development
Government of India

A renowned and popular citadel of higher education in the country, the
Annamalai University has already redeemed the faith reposed on it by its
Founder, Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar. Like its benefactor, the University,
during its existence for the last six decades, has given unto everyone the
blessings of knowledge and wisdom. Much fresh ground has also been broken
and in many ways the University has been a leader in the educational field in the
country. :

Onthe occasion of the Diamond Jubilee, | wish to join the thousands offering
congratulations to the Vice-Chancellor, the Faculty and the students of the
University and wish them many more years of service in the cause of higher
learning and research in the country.

P. SHIV SHANKAR
Former Minister of Human Resource Development
Government of India

| am glad to know that the Annamalai University, a premier educational
institution of the country, is celebrating its Diamond Jubilee this year. | hope that
this occasion will mark the commencement of a significant phase in the
development of the University. ’

On this auspicious occasion, | would like to pay a tribute to the vision,
benefaction and philanthropy of the University’'s Founder, Dr. Rajah Sir
Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad. | am glad that the University has striven to fulfil
the aims of its Founder and has embarked upon a variety of courses and
programmes in emerging and upcoming'fields of Science-and Technology as
well as inthe Arts, Literature and Culture. It is a matter of pride that the Annamalai
University now ranks as one of the prominent institutions of Higher Learningin the
country.

| am sure that the University will continue to respond to the challenges that lie
ahead and provide a new dynamism to the educational system.

| extend my warm greetings and good wishes to the teachers, students, and
all those associated with this University and wish the celebrations success.



_Justice S. JANARTHANAM
High Court, Madras

I am glad to learn that the Annamalai University, founded by the munificent
philanthropy of Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad, in the year 1929,
after six decades of meritorious progress, as an outstanding centre of higher
learning and research, is to celebrate its Diamond Jubilee very soon.

| extend my heartfelt felicitations and good wishes to my Alma Mater, and
wish the function crowning success.

Justice P.K. SETHURAMAN
High Court, Madras

The Annamalai University established by the great philanthropist, Dr. Rajah
Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad, has produced many eminent pers‘on'alities in
different fields of life from out of the students who studied in the campus. | have no
hesitation to say that the University will continue to serve the student-community
of Tamil Nadu and also the rest of the country by imparting education not only in
the Arts & Sciences, but also in diverse professional courses.

| wish all success to the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations, and also a bright
future for the University.



Justice K.S. BAKTHAVATSALAM
Kotturpuram, Madras

Itis significant to note that this unique University has always catered to the
needs of the lowest and the last, and has fulfilled the dreams and aspirations of
the long neglected sections of our society. The illustrious alumni of this august
University have been spreading knowledge and wisdom, sweetness and light at
home and abroad, through the decades, for the glory of Tamilnadu and our
Country.

May the Almighty guide and guard the Annamalai University for years and
years to come.

| wish the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations every success.

Justice S. SIVASUBRAMANIAM
Judge
High Court, Madras

The Diamond Jubilee of the Annamalai University is a happy occasion for us
to remember and acknowledge the greatness of the Founder, Dr. Rajah Sir
Annamalai Chettiar.

Swami Vivekananda said: “There is no higher virtue than charity. The lowest
man is he whose hand draws in receiving; and he is the highest man whose hand
goes out in giving. The hand was made to give always. Give the last bit of bread
you have, evenif you are starving. You will be perfect, you will become God.” How
aptly this applies to the esteemed Founder of this premier institution.

May the University grow from strength to strength, serving the people at large
in all spheres of intellectual endeavour.
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Justice DAVID ANNOUSSAMY
Vice-Chairman
Central Administrative Tribunal, Madras

The Annamalai University is unique in several respects. It has the name of its
illustrious founder: further, it has got a wonderful campus near the sea shore. Itis
also unique in that it is giving equal importance to our past culture and to the
modern knowledge borrowed from outside. | sincerely hope that the scholars of
the University, with the help of methods devised by other countries, would be able
to contribute more and more to the field of knowledge at the international level, in
some selected areas.

| send my heartiest felicitations, on the eve of the Diamond Jubilee of the
University.

V. RAMANATHAN
Former Member of Parliament
New Delhi

Our memories go back to the Founder, Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of
Chettinad, and recall the vision, farsightedness and ideals of the noble soul that is
illuminating the journey of many generations.

May this great Institution grow from strength to strength, fulfilling the avowed
dreams and ideals of the Founder, and serve as a guiding light to all.
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The Most Rev. CASIMIR GNANADICKAM
Archbishop of Madras
Mylapore

There is no doubt that the Annamalai University founded by Dr. Rajah Sir
Annamalai Chettiar, a great philanthropist and an educationist of great vision, is
well known in the country. Like the Great Sangams of old, it has been a Centre of
Tamil Culture and its ardent guardian and promoter. The University has not
lagged behind in modernising itself. True to its role as a University, it has pursued
relentlessly all branches of knowledge, especially those advancing frontiers like
Computer Science and Marine Biology. Far from being an island of elites in the
midst of the poor and the ignorant, Annamalai University has sought to be useful
and relevant for the people around.

All this augurs well for the future. | offer my heartiest congratulations on this
happy occasion and invoke divine blessings in abundance on the University for a
glorious march towards the Centenary.
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Prof. V.C. KULANDAISWAMY
Vice-Chancellor
Anna University, Madras

The Annamalai University which started with just seven departments has
now flourished and spread to establish forty five departments, including the
prestigious departments of Engineering and Technology, Agriculture, Medicine
and Dentistry. :

On this occasion we must recall with a sense of gratitude the philanthropic
vision and the unparalleled munificence of the Founder, Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai
Chettiar. Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar, following the footsteps of his illustrious
father has been responsible for the vast expansibn of the University. The present
Pro-Chancellor, Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy, has been rendering yeoman service for
the development of the University.

The University was also fortunate in having had eminent personalities as
Vice-Chancellors to guide it to a high level of excellence.

On this happy occasion, the University can take justifiable pride in the
stupendous achievements and progress it has made during the years. I am
confident that with the dedication of the Faculty and the vision of the
Management, the University will reach greater heights of excellence inthe years
to come.

| wish the celebrations all success.

A. GNANAM
Vice-Chancellor
University of Madras, Madras

The Annamalai University has developed into a centre of cultural, scientific
and academic knowledge, over the years and has served the nation with
rare distinction, thereby fulfilling the ambition of its Founders -- Dr. Rajah
Sir Annamalai Chettiar and Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar, and now
Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy.

May this seat of learning continue to spread knowledge, dispelling
ignorance, and strive to achieve excellence in all noble aspects of life.

On the happy occasion of the Diamond Jubilee, | wish the University
continued success in its sublime mission.



Dr. (Mrs.) RADHA THIAGARAJAN
" Vice-Chancellor
Alagappa University, Karaikudi

On this great and auspicious occasion of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations
of the Annamalai University, | send my hearty felicitations and greetings to all
concerned.

The Annamalai University is an excellent example of princely munificence,
backed by progressive ideas and a steady driving force. This great Institution,
with an inspiring history, had in its service, towering personalities in the field of
education and public affairs, from the very inception.

It was Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar’s public spirit, clarity of vision and
indefatigable efforts which were responsible for bringing into being this
magnificent Institution, in 1929.

Within the last sixty years, the University has made spectacular progress in
all directions.

On this happy occasion, | warmly wish this great Institution, greater success
in the years to come. May this University grow from strength to strength and
continue its onward march, to serve the Nation, with “Courage and Faith.”

Dr. K. VENKATA SUBRAMANIAN
Vice-Chancellor
Pondicherry University, Pondicherry

The Annamalai University stands as a monument to the munificent
philanthropy of the great Chettinad House. A single college started in the name of
Sri Meenakshi College has now taken gigantic strides in becoming the renowned
Annamalai University. Veteran scholars and great leaders have come out of the
portals of the University. The Pro-Chancellors, right from Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai
Chettiar, through Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar, to Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy,
have dedicated themselves fully in developing this University as a seai of
excellence. ‘ - g

| wish the Diamond Jubilee a grand success.



Dr. (Mrs.) JAYA KOTHALI PILLALI
Vice-Chancellor
Mother Teresa Women's University, Kodaikanal

The Annamalai University, fostered by the famous family of the Rajahs of
Chettinad, and led by a galaxy of distinguished Vice-Chancellors, is well known
as a Centre of Tamil language, Tamil music and Tamil culture. The University has
been ever alertin introducing new disciplines in Science and Technology to meet
the scientific aspirations of the student community. The Department of
Agriculture of the University has been educating the farmers in modernization
techniques, and its Extension Department is involved in the continuing education
of the community.

Thus the University has been proudly marching on with ‘Courage and Faith’,
towards excellence for the past sixty years.

| send my best wishes for the University's great and glorious future.

Dr. S. MUTHUKUMARAN
Vice-Chancellor
Bharathidasan University, Tiruchirapalli

“Rome was not built in a day!". Likewise, institutions of higher learning such
as the Annamalai University are not built out of a magic wand. Establishing and
nourishing an institution of this magnitude was not easy. Only men of vision like
Rajah Sir Annamatlai Chettiar were able to do it. Tamil Nadu should be proud of the
fact that as early as 1929 this was achieved by Rajah Annamalai Chettiar. We
should equally feel happy that the same tradition was maintained by his
distinguished son, Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar, and is now being continued by
the present Pro-Chancellor, Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy.

| congratulate all those who have been responsible for this unique
achievement. | wish the University, the Members of the Faculties and the
Academic Bodies, all success in their future endeavours.
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M. LAKSHMANAN
Vice-Chancellor
Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai

It gives me great pleasure to know that Annamalai University has completed
sixty years of remarkable service to the cause of higher education and research
and that it is going to celebrate its Diamond Jubilee soon. | wish the celebrations
every success.

| trust the Souvenir that is proposed to be brought out on the happy occasion
will contain inspiring articles and kudos from distinguished alumni, in grateful
recollection of their earlier days, spent at the University.

My best wishes go to the University.

Dr. LALITHA ANANTHASUBRAMANIAM
Director of Medical Education
Tamil Nadu

I am very much impressed with the endeavours of the Annamalai University
in the field of Medical, Dental, Pharmacy and Nursing Education, and Post-
Graduate Studies in Dentistry. The Medical College is maintaining a very high
standard, with highly qualified and seasoned teachers.

| am also impressed with the para-medical courses in Pharmacy and
Nursing at the University. With more and more trained Pharmacists and Nursing
Personnel coming out, the health awareness among the rural poor is made more
easily possible.

| wish that the University would give more importance to Traditional Medicine
and Medical Research. | also earnestly hope that the Rajah Muthiah Institute of
Health Sciences will start Post-Graudate Studies in Medicine.

| pray God to bless the Annmalai University for its continued progress, and
wish the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations all success.



Dr. (Mrs.) RAUAMMAL P. DEVADAS
Vice-Chancellor .
Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science and Higher Education for Wome
Coimbatore

On this memorable occasion of the Annamalai University completing sixty
years of its laudable service to the cause of higher education, | am happy to send
this message of greetings, as a proud alumnus.

Founded by the philanthropist of great repute, Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai
Chettiar of Chettinad, who was an institution by himself, the University has made
phenomenal progress over the last 60 years and grown to enormous dimensions.

The University, under the dynamic leadership of its Pro-Chancellors and
Vice-Chancellors, has become one of the Centres of Excellence in Higher
Education. The progress achieved by this University is due to the sound policies
followed by eminent Vice-Chancellors and enlightened academicians
associated with the management of the University. The dedicated and tireless
service of the teaching staff and the committed scholars through these 60 years
has paved the way for academic distinctions. The University has produced
outstanding men and women who are engaged in various facets of development
of our motherland.

| am confident that in the years to come, this University will register further
rapid development in quality, and move forward to greater heights of glory. |
render my homage to the illustrious Founder and convey my warmest greetings to
the present Pro-Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and others connected with the
University, on this happy occasion.
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DEVENDRA KUMAR
Vice-Chancellor
Gandhigram Rural Institute, Gandhigram

The Annamalai University is.one of the oldest universities of the country and
probably the first university started by the munificence of a great philanthropist
and educationist. Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar will be ever remembered for
this pioneering work in the field of higher education. The University has become
an institution of excellence in many fields and a pace-setter in higher education.
May each year that comes bring new laurels to the University and may the
benefits flow to all the people. .l hope the University will develop many
programmes to fuffill the needs of the common man and the community at large.

| send my congratulations and best wishes on the occasion of the Diamond
Jubilee.

Dr. P.S. SUBRAMANIAN
Director of Collegiate Education
Madras

The Annamalai University, established by the great visionary,.Dr. Rajah Sir
Annamalai Chettiar, in the year 1929, has grown from strength to strength, during
the past sixty years. It has excelled in fiedls like Fine Arts, Literature, Agriculture
and Engineering. It has rendered yeoman service and has thrown open the
floodgates of higher education to the backward and downtrodden people of Tamil
Nadu, especially those from South Arcot District. It has turned out several leaders
and luminaries of Arts, Science and Technology. Those who left the portals of this
University have found themselves in good positions all over the country and also
-abroad.

| am sure with its impressive performance during the last six decades,
Annamalai University will flourish further and reacher greater heights in the years
to come.

My hearty congratulations and best wishes for the success of the Diamond
Jubilee Celebrations.



Prof. AGAM PRASAD MATHUR
Vice-Chancellor
Agra University, Agra

The Annamalai University is one of the oldest and most renowned
universities of India. It has set and consistently maintained high educational and
academic standards. It has specially done great service to Tamil Nadu by
promoting research in Tamil language, literature, culture and history. The
Diamond Jubilee of such a great University should be celebrated with all the
grandeur and magnificence it deserves.

| wish your endeavours all success.

SYED HASHIM ALI
Vice-Chancellor
Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh

| had visited the Annamalai University a few years back and was deeply
impressed not only by the campus and the academic atmosphere, but also by the
highest ideals and purpose for which Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of
Chettinad established it in 1929. The same devotion and dedication was also
evident in the personality of Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy, Pro-Chancellor, who
continues to take interest in the University in the same manner.

On behalf of the Aligarh Muslim University and, on my own behalf, |
congratulate the University on the completion of sixty years of glorious work and
pray that the University continue to grow and serve the cause of higher education.



Dr. K.G. DESHMUKH
Vice-Chancellor
Amravati University, Amravati

The laudable achievements of the Annamalai University are primarily due to
the solid foundation laid by its Founder, Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of
Chettinad. -~

In any development of human resources, education has to play a crucial role
for the development of human personality. Traditional pattern of education is
inadequate in the present context because it may not meet the growing thirst for
knowledge of millions of our people. If education is to benefit every individual,
regardless of age or sex, it must become available for every citizen of India.

It is in this context that the concept of Open Education becomes most
relevant. | am confident that the University would strive hard to fulfil its obligations
to mankind in the years to come. My best wishes on this happy occasion.

Prof. KV. RAMANA -
Vice-Chancellor
Andhra University, Visakhapatnam

| have great pleasure in conveying the best wishes of the Andhra University
on this unique occasion. Annamalai University has done much in the period of
sixty years of its existence to serve the cause of higher education. | sincerely
hope that it will continue to serve in a bigger way in the decades to come. |
congratulate the Annamalai University.



Prof. L. SURYANARAYANA
Vice-Chancellor
Andhra Pradesh University of Health Sciences, Vijayawada

For all the alumini of this prestigious University, wherever located, the
Diamond Jubilee will be a very joyous occasion.

.On behalf of the University of Health Sciences and myself, | wish the
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations all success, and greater glory to Annamalai
University in the years to come.

Prof. R.P. RASTOGI
Vice-Chancellor
Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi

Annamalai University, a great seat of learning, has crossed sixty milestones,
each representing glorious achievements in the field of higher learning and
research. The Diamond Jubilee Celebrations will certainly provide for a
meaningful pause to reflect on its laudable achievements and also to plan for a
dynamic programme, to contribute to a new era of economic growth and future
prosperity. The responsibility of developing human resources 1o meet the new
challenges lies on the Universities in a big way, and more so, on the institutions
which have acquired experience and wisdom over a long period of their
dedicated service.

The Annamalai University, by its example, will be setting a model for other
sister institutions to follow.

On behalf of the Banaras Hindu University and on my own behalf, | convey
my best wishes to the University for many many years of useful service to the
cause of national reconstruction and character-building.



Prof. D.K. DAS GUPTA
Vice-Chancellor
Bidhan Chandra Krishi Viswavidyalaya, Haringhate, Nadia

Itis a matter of our proud history that during the long years of our struggle for
freedom, some very noble sons of India, in the truest Vedic traditions, could
visualize that true freedom can only be ushered in by the freedom of the mind.
Education frees the mind from its earthly bondage and emanicipation follows.
Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar was one of the very few distinguished persons, who
could translate the wisdom for the benefit of mankind and through his
benevolence, a centre of learning in the shape of a University has been inherited.

On behalf of my University and on my own behalf, | take this opponuhity to
convey best wishes to the University, its administrators, staff and students on this
auspicious occasion.

Dr. HARSH K. GUPTA
Vice-Chancellor
Cochin University of Science and Technology, Cochin

Onthe eve of the Diamond Jubilee of the Annamalai University, | compliment
the University on its achievements which have been made possible through hard
and dedicated work of the teachers, staff and students of the University.

| wish the University a bright future, and the Celebrations all success.



Prof. MAHENDRA S. SODHA
Vice-Chancellor
Devi Ahilya Vishwavidyalaya, Indore

The Annamalai University has been a pioneer promoter of the highest ideals
and standards in higher education. We all wish that in the years to come the
University attains the highest standards in teaching and research and does
distinguished service to the community and the country.

Dr. M.R. THAKUR
Vice-Chancellor
Dr. Yashwant Singh Parmar University of Horticulture & Forestry, Solan

During the last six decades of its existence, the Annamalai University has
made meritorious progress by reaching new heights of excellence and
innovation in academic pursuit and research, under the stewardship of various
eminent men of standing and achievement.

| hope the University with its fairly long standing of service to the cause of
education will uphold the higher ideals of education, culture and the Indian way of
life, besides infusing a deep sense of discipline and patriotism amongst its
students.

| send my good wishes for the success of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.



Prof. D.P. BAROOAH
Vice-Chancellor
Gauhati University, Gauhati

On behalf of the oldest University in India’s North East, | have great pleasure
in extending to all of you our cordial greetings and good wishes on the occasion of
the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of Annamalai University. Our University _is
younger by 19 years as compared to the year of establishment of your great ’
University. The old and young act together in the fraternity of India's University
system to achieve academic excellence by doing more and always better. The
Annamalai University can justly be proud of its achievements over the last few
decades in the field of higher education. And we all agree that education is the
most potent instrument in bringing about social change. We are all happy that the
third dimension, i.e., extension, has been added to a University’s basic purposes
of teaching and research.

Dr. B. SHEIK ALI
Vice-Chancellor
Goa University, Goa

The Annamalai University was conceived by the Founder-Fathers with great
expectations for a social purpose. lts main objectives were not merely to
generate, impart, extend and examine knowledge but also to preserve our rich
cultural traditions, to enrich the treasure of our language and literature, to
promote scientific temper and rational outlook, and to train our youth to live
together and face the challenges of tomorrows. The Founders had a vision that
this University, standing at the summit of higher learning, would hold the key to the
welfare of the people; it would act as the conscience of the community; it would be
an instrument of a new social order, and an agent of a great social change; it
would herald the dawn of a new era of humanism, liberalism and the basic values
of life: it would inject in our youth a sense of social responsibility, a sense of pride,
hope and faith in the future of our country; and that it would nurture inthem a new
zeal and zest for life.

This temple of learning has been fully engaged in integrating the best of the
past with the finest of the present to build a glorious tomorrow. | pray that the
dream of the Founder-Fathers should be fulfilled.



Dr. HAR SWARUP SINGH
Vice-Chancellor
Haryana Agricultural University, Hissar

Among the seats of higher learning in India, the Annamalai University, which
has a glorious tradition as an outstanding centre of higher learning and research,
has played a significant role in the country’s progress, both before and after
Independence.

Founded by the great visionary, Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of
Chettinad, the Annamalai University has not been a cloistered place of quiet
teaching and research but has extended its services to the rural folk and has
established a rapport with the peasants and farmers of the rural interior. The
contribution of this great seat of learning in the field of language, literature and
culture of Tamil Nadu is also exemplary.

Itis but proper that the completion of sixty years of its purposeful existence is
celebrated with fervour and grandeur befitting the occasion. | hope other
universities of the country will follow the example of this institution and emulate
the high standards that have been established at Annamalai University.

| wish the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations all success.

BIMALENDU MUKHERJEE
Vice-Chancellor
Indira Kala Sangit Vishwavidyalaya, Khairagarh

| join the commemorative festivities with my heartiest felicitations to all
affiliated to the University for their commendable endeavours in promoting
various disciplines of education, including Music and Dance, in the Southern
region of India and | hope it will continue to do, with the same impetuous zeal, in
the years to come.



Dr. D. SWAMINATHAN
Vice-Chancellor
Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University, Hyderabad

Founded in 1929, through the magnificent munificence of Dr. Rajah Sir
Annamalai Chettiar, the University has modernised, diversified and deepenedthe
content and the quality of its academic programmes, including in its impressive
gamut, the traditional Hurmanities, established Sciences and emerging
Technologies over the years. The stupendous strides taken by the University in
the sphere of Engineering education, especially, in Computer Sciences' and
Applications, are of special significance to me. In the field of Distance Education,
the University has been a pace-setter, taking knowledge to the threshold of the
seeker of education (Vidyaarthi) to slake his thirst for Jnana.

Located in the hallowed arena of the Lord of Dance (Nataraja)the quest of the
University has been the expanse of the sky of consciousness (Chidambaram),
through Jnana Marga. As the University turns venerable sixty, | extend my cordial
greetings to the Administrators, Faculty and Students and hope that the
University will forge ahead as a harbinger of responsive and purposive
knowledge, blending the reserves of tradition with the dynamics of innovation.

Prof. JAFAR NIZAM
Vice-Chancellor
Kakatiya University, Warangal

The Annamalai University has established itself as a premier institute of
learning worthy of the vision of the great philanthropist, Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai
Chettiar of Chettinad.

The record of achievements of the great University is well-known. Its service
to the young students in all branches of learning with excellent facilities has set
enviable example in the field of higher education and research.

| send my best wishes on the happy occasion of the Diamond Jubilee
Celebrations and my prayers for further academic achievement.



. Dr. J. KUMAR
4 Vice-Chancellor
Lalit Narayan Mithila University, Darbhanga

We are deeply impressed by the phenomenal growth and all round
development of the Annamalai University which is worth emulation by others.

Our greetings on the happy occasion of the Diamond Jubilee.

Prof. K.M. SAFEEULLA
Vice-Chancellor
Mangalore University, Mangalagangothri

Over the past sixty years, the Annamalai University has charted an illustrious
path in the history of education in India. Nevertheless, | am sure, Annamalai
University will notrestonits laurels but go forth into the unchartered future, “With
Courage and Faith”, (as your motto so eloquently states). The task before all of us
today is to bring the benefits of education, of science and technology, of humanity
and a democratic system of values, to the common man and to rufal India, so that
a glorious future is made possible for our great nation.

On the occasion of the celebration of the Diamond Jubilee of the University, |
am happy to send my warm felicitations and best wishes for a glorious future.



P.V. SALVI
Vice-Chancellor
Marathwada Agricultural University, Parbhani

The Annamalai University has made pioneering efforts in new areas of;
higher education and has excellent achievements to its credit, in imparting
advanced knowledge in the fields of Arts, Science and Technology as well as its
contribution to research in Tamil Literature, Art and Culture. | am very happy that
the Diamond Jubilee is being celebrated in a befitting manner and | wish the
function all success.

Dr. M.G. BOKARE
Vice-Chancellor
Nagpur University, Nagpur

The Annamalai University has done commendable work in the imparting of
advanced and updated knowledge and training in Arts, Science and Technology
during the past sixty years. Its B.Ed. Course through Correspondence is an
exploration to be followed by all other academic institutions. | am sure the
University will continue with the same spirit and enthusiasm in the coming years.



K.P. YAJNIK
Vice-Chancellor
North Gujarat University, Patan (N.G.)

During its journey of six decades, the Annamalai University has charted an
illustrious course and pursued knowledge in a number of directions. With a steady

progress as an institution of excellence, it has produced eminent personalities
and served the nation well.

On this auspicious occasion of the Diamond Jubilee, | felicitate all those
associated with the University and send my best wishes for its march towards a
glorious centenary.

R.N. GUPTA
Vice-Chancellor
Poorvanchal University, Jaunpur .

» The Annamalai University is a centre of higher learning which has got a band
of devoted workers and a glorious history. It has been incessantly striving to raise
the level of people of Tamil Nadu in all respects these sixty years.

Onthe happy occasion of the Diamond Jubilee, | send my congratulations and

good wishes to this seat of learning for itto continue to develop further and serve
the nation.



HK. MANMOHAN SINGH
Vice-Chancellor
Punjabi University, Patiala

On behalf of the Faculty of Punjabi University, and on my own behalf, | am
happy to send our greetings and good wishes, on the occasion of the Diamond
Jubilee of Annamalai University, founded by Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, a
great philanthropist and educationist. | believe that a modern university needs
gigantic assimilative capacity to cope with the unprecedented explosion of
knowledge. It should also be able to temper science with humanism for the true
release of man’s spirit and strike a balance between the cultural aspirations and
requirements of a region, on the one hand, and its obligations to the international
network of educational institutions, on the other. It is a matter of immense
satisfaction to note that the Annamalai University is committed to these ideals.
During the past sixty years it has made tremendous progress in the various
academic spheres in general and as a seat of Tamil Language, Culture, Art and
Music, in particular. | hope the University will preserve its glorious traditions and
use the present occasion as a stepping stone for launching on new programmes
for bridging the dap between dream and reality.

JANARDANRAI NAGAR
Vice-Chancellor
Rajasthan Vidyapeeth, Udaipur

| share the joy and grandeur of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of the
Annamalai University which has the distinction of being a prestigious seat of
learning. The many academic achievements to its credit are a testimony of its
greater contribution to higher learning.

| wish the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations a grand success.



Prof. LK. MAHAPATRA
Vice-Chancellor
Sambalpur University, Sambalpur

On this auspicious occasion, | congratulate those responsible for the all
round development of the University in the field of Higher Education, including
Technical Education and Research, these sixty years.

| wish all the best for even a greater progress of Annamalai University.

Prof. G.C. NAYAK
Vice-Chancellor
Shri Jagannath Sanskrit Vishvavidyalaya, Puri

| am delighted to learn about the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of the
Annamalai University.

| express my heart-felt greetings and best wishes on this occasion, and hope
that the University, as a centre of learning and research, will march ahead from
success to greater success in the years to come.



Dr. S.N. SARAF
Vice-Chancellor
Sri Sathya Sai Institute of Higher, Learning, Anantapur

The Annamalai University is one of the pioneering Universities established
during pre-independence days by Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad,
a great philanthropist and an eminent educationist. The University is recognised
as a great seat of learning and has achieved heights of excellence in several
fields.

| wish the Annamalai University success and do hope that the students of the
University will become disciplined citizens, to play their role in the welfare of our
great country.

Prof. C. NARAYANA REDDY
Vice-Chancellor
Telugu University, Hyderabad

The Annamalai University is one of the most respected educational
institutions in India. During the course of its six decades of illustrious existence, it
has made very rapid strides covering large areas of higher learning. The
Annamalai University is a synonym for academic standards and maintenance of
high degree of discipline. | convey my greetings to the teachers and students of
this great institution on this eventful occasion and wish the Diamond Jubilee
Celebrations a grand success.

\



Dr. S.V. SOHONI
Vice-Chancellor
Tilak Maharashtra Vidyapeeth, Pune

This great educational foundation, established by Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai
Chettiar of Chettinad has been playing a very vital role in promoting higher
education in an important region of our country, on the twin basis of fervent
idealism and rugged realism.

We convey to the University our hearty congratulations and best wishes for
its establishing increasingly glorious levels of achievements in different areas of
education, learning and research.

Dr. K. KRISHNAMURTHY
Vice-Chancellor
University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore

| have pleasure in sending my greetings on the occasion of the Diamond
Jubilee Celebrations of the Annamalai University which was founded by the
vision of Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, and which has grown today into an
outstanding centre of higher learning and research.

The illustrious successors have equally continued to seeing this great
institution blossom into a fully developed centre of learning.

I am happy to learn of the sterling contribution made by the University to the
development of Tamil Literature and Culture. | congratulate all the faculty and
alumni who have contributed to enhancing the prestige of the University.

My greetings and good wishes once again on the happy occasion.



Dr. J.V. GOUD
Vice-Chancellor
University of Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad

The Annamalai University was founded with courage and faith by Dr. Rajah
Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad at Annamalainagar for the benefit and
upliftment of the people residing around Annamalainagar in particular, and Tamil
Nadu and the country in general.

The services rendered by Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar and his efforts in
developing the University are commendable.

| wish the historic Diamond Jubilee Celebrations a grand success.

Dr. (Miss) M.D. BENGALEE
Vice-Chancellor
University of Bombay, Bombay

Annaralai University’s contribution to higher education is known not only in
India but all over the world. It has innumerable innovations in the area of
Correspondence Courses and Distance Education Programmes.

| wish the University every success in the coming years and hope that it
continues to assist the nation’s cause in providing the best scientists and
technologists to face the twenty first century.



Prof. BHASKAR RAY CHAUDHURI
Vice-Chancellor
University of Calcutta, Calcutta

During the sixty years of its glorious progress, the Annamalai University has
passed through significant milestones. In keeping with the avowed aims of its
Founder, it has been trying to reach heights of academic excellence and to
pursue innovations in areas of learning, enquiry and research.

| convey my heartiest felicitations to the organisers and wish the Diamond
Jubilee function a grand success.

Prof. Bh. KRISHNAMURTI
Vice-Chancellor
University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad

The Annamalai University has made significant contribution to knowledge in
many fields of higher learning. Many outstanding scholars have served or are
serving at the University.

| wish the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations a grand success.



Dr. M.L. MATHUR
Vice-Chancellor
University of Jodhpur, Jodhpur

The Annamalai University is one of the pioneer universities of the country
and has been a trend setter. On the occasion of its Diamond Jubilee, | send my
greetings and best wishes for its continued progress.

Dr. KALYAN KUMAR DASGUPTA
Vice-Chancellor
University of Kalyani, West Bengal

It is a matter of pride and glory for any academic institution to cross the
sixtieth year of its existence. And Annamalai University will be shortly doing just
that and celebrating its Diamond Jubilee. As the Vice-Chancellor of a sister
University, | am aware of its manifold activities, academic and otherwise, which
are quite in tune with the social needs of today as well as tomorrow. Indeed, with
its moorings in our rich cultural past, the Annamalai University has all these years
been able to establish a significant link between its active present and fruitful
future. | am sure and confident that the members of all sections of this University
will unitedly work for its uninterrupted march towards progress.

Let me have the privilege of sending my best wishes on the occasion of the
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.



Prof. KN. CHATTERJEE
Vice-Chancellor
University of North Bengal, Rajarammohanpur

For a University, the Diamond Jubilee is a memorable occasion and | have
the pleasure to share with the Vice-Chancellor and his colleagues of the
Annamalai University the joy that this occasion suggests.

The University has, over the years, attained sustained growth at the hands of
brilliant people serving it in different capacities. The phenomenal growth of the
University during the last sixty years is a reflection of the remarkable progress
made by the University in higher education.

No wonder, this University like any other University in the country has been
feeling the pressure of change in society, with the vast influx of new knowledge
and with an increasingly competitive life. | am glad to note that this University has
already initiated responses in the matter, and has established greater contacts
with larger sections of the people. | am glad to have this opportunity to
congratulate the University on this auspicious occasion of its Diamond Jubilee,
and pray for its triumphant progress.

NEMAI SADHAN BOSE
Vice-Chancellor
Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan

In a developing country like ours, education is of prime importance for overall
growth and prosperity of the nation. Through education we can take the benefits
of our major development projects withinthe reach of the poor people. Those who
are able to have University Education, bear special responsibility to enlighten the
less educated mass. A vast number of illiterate population may also be shown the
light of literacy with the initiative of the University students.

| wish that the Annamalai University will be a pioneer in this regard during its
journey to the Centenary.



Prof. S.K. AGRAWALA
Secretary
Association of Indian Universities, New Delhi

The Annamalai University can very legitimately take pride in having
established and nurtured forty-five departments under the various faculties. It
would be difficult to conceive of a discipline or a field of knowledge which is not
covered by one of its departments. It can now claim to be one of the leading
institutions in the field of higher education in the country.

This is also an occasion when the university should pay glowing tributes to
those builders of the University like the Chettiar family who founded the University
and gmded it through all these years, as well as the distinguished Vice-
Chancellors who administered and developed it to its present dimensions.

On this extremely happy occasion of the Diamond Jubilee, | congratulate all
those who are associated with the University and wish their efforts towards the
achievement of excellence in every direction, all success.

SAROJINI VARADAPPAN
President
Women'’s Indian Association, Madras

The Annamalai University has grown from strength to strength under the
able stewardship of the Chettinad Family. It has reached its present height of
excellence, with forty five departments of studies under various faculties. Onthis
happy occasion of the Diamond Jubilee, | send my heartiest good wishes.



Justice M.M. ISMAIL
Former Chief Justice
Madras High Court, Madras

This unique University which owes its origin to the magnificent munificence
and far-sightedness of Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, has, during the course of
the years, grown into one of the best known universities in the country, by virtue
of the extraordinary interest the Founder had taken in the development and
growth of the University as a teaching and residential one in the heart of Tamil
Nadu. After his death in 1948, his son, Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar showed
the same zeal and interest in the expansion of all the activities of the University,
and after him, his son, Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy is continuing the tradition, with
dedication, devotion and dynamism.

The University, from the very beginning, had a galaxy of eminent and
outstanding men, who were known for their efficiency and excellence not only in
our country but also all over the world, as its successive Vice-Chancellors. And
similarly, men of extraordinary ability, deep erudition, wide scholarship and
exemplary character have functioned as teachers in the University. All these
facts combined together to produce one of the most outstanding Universities in
the country, which now has 45 full-fledged Departments in different faculties,
including Marine Biology and Medicine-and is located in the same campus of
more than 750 acres of land. No wonder, therefore, that the students who have
passed through such a University are now to be found all over the world
occupying distinguished positions and pursuing several courses of further
studies to the glory of their Alma Mater. .

While extending my greetings and good wishes for the success of the
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations, | pray that under the dynamic leadership of the
present Pro-Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and others in charge of the
administration of the University, it will grow faster still, in keeping with the
explosive speed with which knowledge in several fields is growing all over the
world.



JOHN KENNETH GALBRAITH
Harvard University
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Itis my very great pleasure to send greetings to Annamalai University onthe
occasion of its Diamond Jubilee. My pleasure is enhanced because | count
myself a graduate in honorary status of this noted institution. | am sure that all
gathering for this celebration will wish to see the University rededicated to many
more decades and centuries of service, and that wish | strongly support. One of
my proudest associations with India has been with its universities, and no visit to
any of them gave me more pleasure, than that, now a quarter of a century back, to
Annamalai. You all should know my pleasure in the memory that this Jubilee
celebration has aroused in me.

Dr. K. RANGASWAMY
Mayura Clinic
Chidambaram

| deem it a proud privilege and honour to felicitate and greetthe Annamalai
University, my Alma Mater, on the eve of its Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.

With feelings of genuine and spontaneous gratitude, | most heartily
congratulate the University Authorities, the Staff, both teaching and non-
teaching, for their having marvelously shouldered the challenging task of making
the University zealously serve the cause of education, and particularly fulfil the
dreams and desires of the people of this socially backward South Arcot District.

Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar and Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar had
liberally and whole heartedly donated a huge sum and also devotedly seen
through the enormous growth and development of the University. The present
Pro-Chancellor, Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy, has dedicated himself to fulfilling their
dreams and has founded the Faculties of Dentistry and Medicine. He is rendering
invaluable ‘service to the cause of education in general and medical education
and health care in particular, besides sports. Under his commendable -
stewardship, the University, | hope, will grow from strength to strength inthe years
to come.

May Lord Nataraja and Lord Govindaraja, the presiding deities of
Chidambaram, abundantly shower their blessings for the rapid growth and
development of the University, towards its Centenary.

My heartiest congratulations and best wishes for the grand success of the
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.



S. NARAYANASWAMY
Madras

With Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, the building of the Annamalai
University began as a magnificent obsession, but he was able to command the
needed resources, determination and the organising capacity to translate this
obsession into a reality in an incredibly short span of time.

The Annamalai University has had a succession of eminent Vice-
Chancellors of both Indian and International reputation. Each one of them
occupied conspicuous places in the chess-board of Indian public and
educational life, which provided them with the wealth of experience to help them
conduct the University's affairs.

Successive Vice-Chancellors of the University have done a fine job of
steering the ship through stormy seas from time to time.

As one who was present at the Silver and Golden Jubilees of the University
and watched it weather storms and stresses, | am confident about the future of
this fine campus. | am sure the University will continue to broaden its base of
instruction and emerge as a premier centre of academic excellence in the
decades to come.

All good wishes for a successful completion of the Celebrations.

NANI A. PALKHIVALA
Senior Advocate, Supreme Court
Bombay

The Annamalai University, founded by the prescience and munificence of
Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad in 1929, has done its benefactor
proud these sixty years.

The University, with its high standards, its holistic approach to education, ata
time when everything is reduced to the mundane level of marks scored in an
examination, is rare and remarkable indeed. We cannot have enough of such
centres of excellence, for on this firm base alone can the edifice of democracy be
maintained.

On the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee of the Annamalai University, | wish it
many more years in the service of the people.



MP. NARAYANAN
Chairman
Coal India Limited, Calcutta

It is no mean achievement for an educational institution which had a small
beginning to grow in stature as the Annamalai University has done and be in the
forefront in all its activities over a period of sixty years.

This University has been a cultural centre of the region and has produced
men of eminence like the Honourable President of India, Sri R. Venkataraman,
Justice Mr. V.R. Krishna lyer; Dr. P.C. Alexander who have brought laurels to the
University and to the country.

| am happy that during my tenure in the Neyveli Lignite Corporation, the
University and the Company could build a rapport and set an example for mutual
purposeful inter-action. The Neyveli Hospital could provide clinical support for
medical education at the University. On its part, the University helped the growth
of a number of engineers in acquiring their Degrees and Post Graduate
qualifications. Also, Distance Education has been a boon to the Neyveli
community. | am also happy to record that the University was able to utilise the
experience and expertise of the executive of the Public Sector and bring about a
practical approach to the theoretical study of management education.

My view is that “given the proper leadership and facilities, educational
institution and industry could provide the bridge between theory and practice”,
and it has been proved by our experience with the Annamalai University.

| must place on record my appreciations of Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy and his
illustrious father Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar who have kept the lineage
Juminous with their leadership, bold approach, pragmatism and sense of values
which have fostered this institution to the present level of eminence.

My best wishes to the University for its celebration of the Diamond Jubilee in
all its grandeur.



MAHIP SINGH
Chairman-cum-Managing Director
Neyveli Lignite Corporation, Neyveli

My good wishes go to the Annamalai University for its continued success in
taking further leading role in providing light of knowledge in Tamilnadu.

The Neyveli Lignite Corporation has had close associations with the
Annamalai University for years, in forging meaningful interaction between
industry and university. For quite some time, several senior engineers and
executives have been serving in some academic boards and project committees,
and our hospital too has become an affiliate of the Medical Faculty of the
University. | mention this in particular because, academic bower and the
industrial house could any time take up joint projects for the benefit of society,
utilising the expertise of both.

The success of this magnificent institution has come through sustained
efforts at excellence by all concerned. | convey my heartiest congratulations and
goudwishes to them, onthe occasion of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of the
University.

P.S. GOPALAKRISHNAN
Chairman & Managing Director
Indian Overseas Bank, Madras

On this momentous occasion, it is my duty to pay rich tributes to the
outstanding contribution made by the Founder of the University, Dr. Rajah Sir
Annamalai Chettiar, to the cause of education in our country. | also felicitate all
the previous and present academicians and administrators of Annamalai
University. Due to their devotion and dedicated efforts, the University has been
able to achieve and maintain a very high reputation as an institution for advanced
learning. 3

While commemorating this historic landmark, | am sure, the University will
continue to reach many more important milestones in the coming years.



V. ATAL
Managing Director
State Bank of India, Bombay

The Annamalai University has indeed carved a niche for itself among the
premier educational institutions in the country as a seat of learning, academic
excellence and research.

Please accept our greetings and best wishes from State Bank of India on the
occasion of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.

M. GOPALAKRISHNAN
Chairman & Managing Director
Indian Bank, Madras

| feel privileged to greet the students, staff and families associated with this
esteemed Centre of Learning — the Annamalai University — on this memorable
occasion, and pray that the blessings of Lord Nataraja be showered on them.

Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar and
Dr. M.AA.M. Ramaswamy with their philanthropic and farsighted vision have
brought alive the true development of Indian Education. All beautiful sentiments
in the world weigh less in comparison to a single lovely action of this great family.

My best wishes on this happy occasion.



P. MARUTHAI PILLAI
Chairman
Aruna Sugars & Enterprises Limited, Madras

The Annamalai University, founded as one of the earliest educational
institutions in modern India, by an individual, Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar,
speaks eloquently of the farsighted vision and the greatness of the heart of its
Founder.

One could hardly imagine a University being built, in a remote place in South
Arcot District, which must have been a very backward area in those days, but for
the famous Temple of Lord Nataraja. Much the same way as Chidambaram s an
important place of worship for devotees, the Annamalai University has also
become a sanctum sanctorum for students, educationists and everyone whoisin
search of knowledge.

The Rajah'patronised literature, art, culture and education and the
Annamalai University is the best monument to him.

Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar, his illustrious son carried on this service witha
missionary zeal. Now with his son Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy as the Pro-Chancellor,
the University has already added many feathers to its cap.

Equally illustrious is the galaxy of Vice-Chancellors of this University, and the
list of alumni will run like a ‘who-is-who' of prominent Indians of modern India.

Already occupying a coveted positioninthe educational map of the country,
| am sure, the University will definitely attain more and more international fame
and reputation under the Pro-Chancellorship of Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy.

| deem it a special privilege to convey my warm greetings and best wishes for
the continued progress of the University.



G. VARADARAJ
Managing Trustee
PsG Institutions, Coimbatore

The contribution of the Annamalai University to the growth of education in
generai and refinement of culture in particular has been remarkable. The
Founder, Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, may be rightly called the Asutosh
Mukerjee of the South for the care with which he selected and invited the best of
men, to hold the office of the Vice- Chancellor, and to head the several
departments as well. This has been responsible for the high standards’ of
teaching and research maintained by the University.

The Annamalai University, along with the Benaras Hindu University, has
adopted a policy of freedom and self-discipline for the growth of the students.
This has enabled them to develop leadership qualities even in their youth. Thus,
the University can rightly boast of their alumni in positions of leadership in the
academic world, in industry, business, and more importantly, in politics too.

The successive Pro-Chancellors have carried the dreams of the Founder to
far greater heights, and the Institute of Health Sciences promoted by the present
Pro-Chancelior, Dr. M.AM. Ramaswamy, is a fascinating addition to the
University.

We, in PsG, have always had close association with the successive
generations of the Founder’s family. Our founders have derived a lot of inspiration
from Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar and Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar.

On this happy occasion, on behalf of myself, PsG & Sons’ Charities and
members of the PsaG family, | offer my salutations to the great Founder and wish
the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations all success.



Dr. G. RANGASWAMI
International Agricultural Consultant
Madras

It was my good fortune to have served on the staff of the Annamalai
University, from 1958-65, during which period the University's Faculty of
Agriculture was developed. As a member of the Academic Council, Senate and
Syndicate | had associated myself closely with the various developmental
activities and | recall with pride the good part of my life spent in the University.

Over the past sixty years, the University has served the cause of education at
various levels and in different disciplines of Arts, Fine Arts, Engineering,
Agriculture, Medicine, Education, Tamil Literature, etc. Located in an ideal rural
set-up, it has been responsible for the upliftment of the community in the region.
The addition of the Faculty of Agriculture to the University in 1959 was a major
step in serving the cause of the rural people. The past students of the University,
by their occupying many high positions in India and abroad, bring credit to the
University. The glorious past has a lot to lend to the prosperous future of the
University.

On the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations | feel it a great honour
to send my best wishes for the continued progress and prosperity of the
University.

M.M. APPAIYA
Chairman
Consolidated Coffee Ltd., Sidapur, Coorg

The impressive achievement of the Annamalai University in the last sixty
years is a tribute to the dedication of three generations of the Chettinad Family
to the pursuit and dissemination of higher knowledge.

The future of this noble institution will, | am sure, be impressive under the
stewardship of the present Pro-Chancellor, Dr. MAM. Ramaswamy.

| convey my sincere good wishes to the institution and pray that greater glory
be showered on it in future. The Centenary of this noble venture is not far offand |
am sure the University will add many more memorable achievements to its
already proud heritage.



' V. KARTHIKEYAN IAS (Retd.)
Former Chief Secretary to Government of Tamil Nadu
Madras

| have been watching the progress of the Annamalai University from outside
from 1941 to 1986, and from inside, as a Member of the Syndicate, from 1986, with
great interest and admiration. The Founder Pro-Chancellor Dr. Rajah Sir
Annamalai Chettiar took a big and historic stepin 1929, when he established this
University at Annamalai Nagar, Chidambaram. Though emphasis at the
beginning was on Tamil Langauge and culture including Tamil Music, subse-
quent developments which occurred in a fast pace, made the University a true
and growing centre of higher education in both Arts and Science, with a.high
reputation for excellence in standards. The addition of Engineering, Nursing,
Agriculture, Dental Science and Medicine in the later years has made this
University a throbbing centre of modern education and research in all the
important areas of Arts, Science and Technology.

The alumni of the University form a very large sector .of the Country’s
intelligentsia and are to be found all over India and even abroad, holding very
eminent positions in a variety of fields.

The Directorate of Distance Education of the University is among the leading
institutions of that kind and enjoys very good patronage from learners alloverthe
country and also from the Gulf Countries.

The University Campus has become a beautiful township with all amenities
and facilities andthe 5000 strong resident students truly experience national
integration and broader vision.

Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar and Dr. M.AM. Ramaswamy who followed
the illustrious Founder, as Pro-Chancellors, have given their best to the
well-planned growth of this University, and a fitting tribute is also due to
the galaxy of eminent Vice-Chancellors including the present Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Rm. Sethunarayanan who have spared no pains to make this University a
first rate institution.

We have to acknowledge with gratitude the hard and meritorious work putin
by the Faculty Members over these 60 years without which this glorious edifice of
achievements would not have been possible.

| convey my very best wishes and sincere greetings to the University and all
those connected with it on this auspicious occasion.
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Bala V. BALACHANDRAN
J.L. Kellogg Professor
Accounting and Information Systems, J.L. Kellogg Graduate School of Management
Northern University, USA

On behalf of the “Annamalai Alumni Association of America” Chicago
Chapter and myself, let me (as President of the Chapter) express my hearty
felicitations and good wishes on the occasion of the “Diamond Jubilee”
Celebrations.

This great edifice of education helped many students, including three of my
siblings, in addition to me.

By way of expressing our gratitude and appreciation, the Chicago Chapter s
delighted to announce an “INTERNATIONAL VISITORS LECTURE PROGRAM BY EXPERTS
AT ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY"', by pledging a target of one lakh of rupees to be paid in
five years by our Chapter Members. This fund is restricted to finance the internal
travel expenses to Chidambaram and the boarding and lodging expenses atthe
campus. Each year experts from abroad will be identified and invited to the
Annamalai University for a lecture, workshop and other research activities. The
primary purpose is to motivate future experts to come from Annamalai University.

The first instalment of Rs. 20,000/ - will be sent to you before the end of the
year.

ANNAMALAI ALUMNI
Singapore

We convey our sincere best wishes to Annamalai University, on the eve of its
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.

We note with interest that the present Vice-Chancellor, an alumnus himself,
has been serving the University during the three significant facets of its growth
—the Silver, the Golden and the Diamond Jubilees.

Our Alma Mater ensures not only academic education, but also education
for personal and professional leadership in life.

We heartily associate ourselves with the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations, and
wish the function all success.



Dr. B.P. RAJAN
Principal and Prof. of Operative Dentistry
Madras Dental College, Madras

The Annamalai University is celebrating the Diamond Jubilee, after
successfully implementing various Under-Graduate and Post-Graduate disci-
plines of study in the Arts and Sciences.

The keen interest shown by Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar has resultedinthe
introduction of Dental Science in the University, and the Dental Council of India
has recognised the University as one of the centres of excellence for imparting
Dental Education.

| am sure that the Dental services rendered free to the population in and
around Chidambaram will be appreciated by everyone. | look forward to the
continued humanitarian services of Dr. M.AAM. Ramaswamy in the cause of
serving the people.

| wish the Diamond Jubilee function a very grand success.

Prof. S.K. VERMA
Director
Central Institute of English & Foreign Languages, Hyderabad

| have been associated with the Annamalai University since 1967. | have
seen the Department of Linguistics there grow into an advanced centre for
linguistic research. The focus of the academic programmes at the University has
been on a set of interrelated and mutually defining activities. The University has
been really lucky in having some of the most distinguished educationists as its
Vice-Chancellors. That is the reason why the University has succeeded in
making higher education a process of all round growth and development.

| do hope the Annamalai University will come out with a variety of new
innovative programmes in the years to come. | wish it all success.



M.S. SWAMINATHAN
Honorary Director
Centre for Research of Sustainable Agricultural and Rural Development
Madras

One can look back with pride and satisfaction on the contributions of the
Annamalai University during the last 60 years. On the happy occasion of its
Diamond Jubilee, | wish the staff and students of the University continued

success in their quest for excellence.

Dr. AM. MICHAEL
Director
Indian Agricultural Research Institute, New Delhi

The Annamalai University has been a pioneer and a beacon light in many
tields of education ever since its establishmentin 1929. The excellence achieved
by the University in several areas of education is a fitting tribute to the vision of Dr.
Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad, the Founder of the University.

We wish the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations all success.



B. SIVANTHI ADITYAN
President
Indian Olympic Association

Itis indeed a matter of great pride that the Annamalai University, established
in 1929, by the munificence of Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad, has
had a spectacular growth and development as a seat of Education, Arts and
Sciences, with special attention given to Tamil Language and Culture, as well as
Tamil Music.

The contribution made by the successive Pro-Chancellors, commencing
from Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, is stupendous.

During the 60 years of its meritorious progress, the Annamalai University has
passed through significant milestones — it celebrated the Silver Jubilee in 1955,
the Golden Jubilee in 1979, and now in 1989, it is poised to celebrate the Diamond
Jubilee.

Distinguished Vice-Chancellors have served the University all these years
and nurtured the University to hold its torch of learning very high, to raise it to
International standards of scientific excellence and establish a rapport with the
rural folk.

The University marches on to its loftier destinies, imparting newer
dimensions of knowledge and enlightenment and conquering unknown frontiers
of the intellect.

| wish the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations all success.



C.R. PATTABHI RAMAN
Barrister at Law
Senior Advocate, Supreme Court
Madras

| am happy and deem it a privilege to be asked to say a few words on the
occasion of the Diamond Jubilee of the Annamalai University. | have watched the
growth of this great institution from the days of the Meenakshi College.

As a tribute to the genius of Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad,
who was the Founder of the University, a great Centre of Tamil Language and
Culture has earned a place as one of the well-known world universities. It has
today all the faculties, in addition to the unique Centre for Advanced Studies in
Marine Biology, started when my father was the Vice-Chancellor. The University
Library has a rare collection of volumes including palm leaf manuscripts and is
one of the biggest in Tamil Nadu. ‘

The great Rajah, who was a family friend of ours, had been lucky in his son
and grandchildren. His son, Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar, succeeded the
Rajah as Pro-Chancellor. During his time, the University grew from strength to
strength and the faculty of medicine was added. Today, Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy
has succeeded his father as Pro-Chancellor and has added more Departments
to the University. Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy is a pious Hindu who has built atemple
for Lord Ayyappa in Adyar. He is a versatile administrator and a sportsman of
greatrepute. He has earned unique distinctions in the horse racing world, as also
in the field of sports.

It must be remembered that almost all ministers and administrators in Tamil
Nadu have had their training and education in Annamalai University. It is not
uncommon from the days of Thiru. Annadurai down to the present day to hear
ministers and administrators referring to the debt of gratitude they owe to this
University.

This is a great achievement of the Chettinad family. They need not ask for
more.



Prof. SUNDARAM KRISHNAMURTHI
Founder Chairman
Krishnamurthi International Agricultural Development Foundation
Madras

| have been privileged to be associated with the Annamalai University for
nearly four decades. It was in 1949 that Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar
brought me down from Ootacamund, where | was Curator of the Government
Botanical Gardens, to initiate and found the Department of Agriculture, for
catering to the surrounding region-a rice bowl, really. To build the Department
through teaching, research and extension schemes, and to make my department
colleagues, members of the farms and the farmers to interact with each other for
improving agriculture in the area, through innovative methods and programmes,
was a remarkable and rewarding experience for me.

Also, as an academic and as a Member of the Syndicate, | have had
memorable experiences at the University. During my six years of stay, | had the
honour to be closely associated with distinguished Vice-Chancellors, and | have
been watching the great traditions of the University kept up and continued right
down to the present Pro-Chancellor, Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy.

The shedding of the Under-Graduate Courses has now enabled the
University to fully devote itself to Post Graduate Studies and advanced research
in chosen fields and disciplines, and the University has thus enhanced its status
as a prestigious institution of higher learning in the country.

| pray that the University grow from strength to strength, and | wish the
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations every success.



Dr. P.N. BHAT
Director
Indian Veterinary Research Institute, Izatnagar

The University's tremendous development from a seven department ‘varsity
to its present forty-five department stature is in keeping with its Founder, Dr. Rajah
Sir Annamalai Chettiar's avowed aims and vision.

The University, with its fully-equipped departments and faculties, comprising
the learned and the erudite, is presently catering to a much-needed educational
thrust in different areas of Arts, Languages, Science & Technology, Physical
Education, etc. in the country. | am sure that the Diamond Jubilee is one more
glorious milestone for the University.

My best wishes to the University, its Vice-Chancellor, staff and students on
the occasion of its Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.

Prof. V.P. RAORI
Director
School of Planning and Architecture, New Delhi

Owing its birth to the far sighted vision of Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of
Chettinad, the Annamalai University has a glorious record of achievements inthe
six decades which it will be completing this year. The committed and untiring
efforts of the Founder and the succeeding galaxy of Vice-Chancellors and
Pro-Chancellors brought rapid growth and development of the University in all
spheres of academic and intellectual activity.

The Diamond Jubilee is a befitting occasion to commemorate the past
achievements and also to project future aspirations. | am sure that the
. University's leadership will help its further growth and sustained contribution to
the expanding and dynamic needs of University education bothinthe continuing
and emerging areas of concern.

| send greetings and good wishes on behalf of the School of Planning and
Architecture and on my own behalf, on this momentous occasion.



Prof. K.L. CHOPRA
Director
Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur

On the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee of Annamalai University, it is my
pleasure to convey on behalf of the Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur, our
very warm greetings to the faculty, staff and students of your illustrious institution.
The University has carved out a niche in the field of higher education in the
country. It can rightly pride itself on the contributions of its distinguished alumnito
the National life. May the University grow from strength to strength and have an
even brighter future.

Prof. Dr. D.K. SINHA
Director
Indian School of Mines; Dhanbad

The Annamalai University has contributed tremendously towards imparting
advanced and updated knowledge and training in Arts, Science and Technology.
It has also made note-worthy contribution to the upliftment of Tamil Literature, Art
and Culture. In a nutshell, Annamalai University is a pioneer promoter of tertiary
education.

| wish the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations a grand success.



Smt. KAMALINI H. BHANSALI
Vice-Chancellor
S.N.D.T. Women's University, Bombay

The Annamalai University has rightly secured the status of a Diamond ofa
University in the comity of Universities. Outstanding success in the educational
field is achieved by the efforts of inspired Vice-Chancellors, committed academy,
co-operative administrative wing and is finally made visible to the society year
after year through the successive ‘Dikshant’ ceremonies.

| wish on behalf of the SNDT Women's University and myself all success to
the Annamalai University.

Prof. H.K. AVASTHI
Vice-Chancellor
Lucknow University, Lucknow

| am very happy to send my message of greetings and good wishes on the
occasion of Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of your great Institution.

You will be glad to know that both Annamalai University and Lucknow
University have many things in common. Both were established in the third
decade of the century, their basic pattern being residential and multi-faculty. Itis
exhilarating to find that Annamalai University has gained a unique academic
excellence in the last 60 years. A University with seven departments to start with
has now 45 departments and this speaks volumes of the dynamism and diversity
of your action. You are rightly proud of your glorious traditions, which have
contributed to one of your pupils Shri R. Venkataraman, becoming the President
of India, while the Vice-President is a distinguished alumnus of Lucknow
University. i

| pray that the University grow from strength to strength in the years to come.



M.S. VALIATHAN
Director
Shree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences & Technology
Trivandrum

The Diamond Jubilee of the Annamalai University is an occasion for
rejoicing, not only for the votaries of higher education but also for those who
admire the triumph of human spirit which Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar
symbolised. The Radhakrishnan Commission had commented that the
Annamalai University “approximates more closely to the ideals of the residential
type than most other Universities in India”. Forty years later,-the University
continues to claim pre-eminence and an exceptional record of growth which
encompasses a wide range of disciplines including such modern areas as
medical specialities and computer science. On behalf of the youngest Institute of
National Importance in India, | send you my greetings on the occasion of the
Diamond Jubilee. My best wishes for the triumphant march of the Annamalai
University towards its centenary.

Prof. (Miss) A.S. DESAI
Director
Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Bombay

| send my congratulations and good wishes for the Diamond Jubilee
Celebrations of the Annamalai University and also for its many continuing years
of service to the cause of education.



Prof. T.R. ANANTHARAMAN
Director
Thapar Institute of Engineering & Technology, Patiala

It is a pleasure and privilege for me to send this message of greetings and
felicitations to the students, staff and officers of Annamalai University on the
auspicious occasion of its Diamond Jubilee.

Founded by the legendary and farsighted Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar
and promoted by his son and grandson with exemplary dedication, the University
has grown from strength to strength over the last six decades. Today it is among
the biggest and best residential Universities of the country and deservedly enjoys
an international reputation.

| feel very happy in wishing the University a splendid march to a glorious
Platinum Jubilee at the dawn of the new millenium.

R.B. ALAGANAN
President
The Tamil Nadu Cricket Association, Madras

| consider it a great honour to send a message of greetings on the
occasion of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of the Annamalai University.
Dr. M.AM. Ramaswamy, the dynamic Pro-Chancellor, not only continues the
great traditions of his distinguished grandfather and father, but has also
established the Annamalai University as one of the finest composite Universities
in India.

On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Cricket Association, and on my own behalf, as
President, | wish the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations all success.



L. NARAYANAN CHETTIAR
Managing Director
Visalakshi Mills, Madurai

Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad was a great visionary with a
mission. His service was remarkable and laudable in many fields of activity —
education, music, health and the upliftment of the underprivileged.

The Annamalai University, founded by his philanthropy, and nurtured by the
attention of eminent men as Vice-Chancellors, has carved a niche for itself as a
premier institution of higher learning.

Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar, following the footsteps of his illustrious father,
gave a new dimension to the University, by starting Medicine and Distance
Education. And now his son, Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy, with his innate dynamism
and drive, is taking all efforts to make this a Centre of greater excellence.

itis my prayer that in the years to come, this University, which has a brilliant
record of achievements in the service to the community at large, will continue its
glorious traditions, and become a great pathfinding and pace-setting University in
the South.

Dr. S. VENKATESWARAN
Acting Director
Birla Institute of Technology & Science, Pilani

On behalf of the Birla Institute of Technology and Science, | convey to the
Annamalai University, our heartiest greetings, on the memorable occasion ofthe
Diamond Jubilee. The University has to its credit truly pace-setting and path-
breaking achievements and has served the nation with distinction. May it
continue doing so with added vigour and vision in the future also.



Dr. N.S. RANDHAWA
Director General, Indian Council of Agricultural Research
Secretary, Government of India

‘The Annamalai University, as an institution of higher education, has done a
commendable job in the training and re-training of a large number of
Professionals in Arts, Science and Technology and thereby has made a
significant contribution to the human resource development in the country. The
Faculty of Agriculture of this University has a distinguished record of excellence
in teaching as well as post-graduate research.

On this occasion, | would like to convey my best wishes to the University
community. Occasions like this provide an opportunity to the community of
teachers and students to seek inspiration from the achievements of the pastand
to re-dedicate themselves for achieving still greater heights of excellence in the
coming decades.

| wish a grand success to the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of the
University.

K. PARASARAN
Former Attorney General
New Delhi

The Annamalai University bears eloquent testimony to the munificent
philanthropy and vision of Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar. It has built a great
reputation. This institution has been nurtured and brought to its present position
by the work carried on by Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar and now from
August 1984, by his son, Dr. M.AM. Ramaswamy.

| am sure, the University will continue to serve the cause of education by
maintaining its past record of meritorious work, by the grace of the Lord of Thillai.
May this institution celebrate its centenary, and thereafter, centenary after
centenary. '



G. RAMASWAMY
Former Additional Solicitor-General
New Delhi

The Annamalai University is doing yeoman service to society, under the able
leadership of its Pro-Chancellor, Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy. Itis but appropriate that
the first citizen of this country, and a distinguished Alumnus of the University, the
President of India, is to inaugurate the celebrations.

| send my heartiest greetings and good wishes to the University and wish the
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations all success.

K.K. VENUGOPAL
Senior Advocate
‘New Delhi

A period of sixty years is a short span in the life of a University. Very few
Universities in India have made the tremendous strides that the Annamalai
University has made during the period of sixty years.

The University can be proud of the fact that not only has it expanded
vigorously, but it has at the same time maintained high standards of excellence in
education, and for this its Founders, Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Ghettiar, Dr. Rajah
Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar and Dr. M.AM. Ramaswamy, along with the Vice-
Chancellors, the faculty and the staff deserve full credit.



Annamalai University Alumni Association
of North America
Dallas Chapter, USA

The Members of Annamalai University Alumni Association of North America
are greatly honoured and privileged to extend their warmest greetings and
felicitations on the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee of their Alma Mater.

The Association, formed in 1979, the Golden Jubilee year of the University,
has watched with deep admiration and pride the tremendous progress the
University has so far made.

Please accept the best wishes .of the Members of the Association for the
institution’s continuous growth as one of the top institutions of higher learningin
India.

Dr. S. SATHIKH
Dean of Engineering
Anna University, Madras

We, the alumni in general, and the alumni of the Faculty of Engineering and
Technology in particular are proud to have been the studénts of Annamalai
University. Our education and training at the University, in the class rooms and
outin the sports fields and hostels, have always stood us in good stead, and thus
the alumni occupy very high and key positions, nationally and internationally in
various meritorious walks of life.

We entered the University as students seeking information, but left its portals
with knowledge and wisdom, with courage and faith. We owe a great deal to our
beloved Alma Mater, its far-sighted Founders, Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, his
illustrious son Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar, and our beloved Pro-Chancellor,
Dr. M.AM. Ramaswamy. We rededicate ourselves to live upto the motto of our
founder “to strive, save and serve”, with honesty, sincerity and dedication. We
pray the Almighty to shower on our Alma Mater the best of His blessings for its
sustained development and greater achievements in the years to come.



VIJAY AMRITRAJ
California

The Annamalai University was nurtured by the meticulous care, supervision
and guidance of Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad. The magnificent
tradition was continued by his eldest son, Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar, for
36 years as Pro-Chancellor and now Dr. MAAM. Ramaswamy guides the
University with the same loving care of his father and grandfather and has also
brought sports to the forefront, giving it all the importance it deserves so that our
athletes can win laurels at all levels of competition.

On this historic occasion, let me offer my heartiest congratulations and very
best wishes to the University as we head into the next decade and into the 21st
Century.

R. KRISHNAMURTI
Principal (Retd.)
Pachaiyappa's College, Madras

The Annamalai University, founded with great vision by Dr. Rajah Sir
Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad, and assiduously taken care of by his
distinguished son, Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar of Chettinad, and now
zealously nurtured by his dynamic son, Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy, has made a
name in the country as a first class institution of higher learning and research,
practically in every discipline of study. The University through these sixty years,
has been ably guided by eminent Vice Chancellors, and is now poised for a great
leap forward, by virtue of the long tradition of brilliant scholars teaching there.

| congratulate all those who have been responsible for the phenomenal
growth of the University, and wish it greater moments of fulfilment and glory in the
years to come.

| wish the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations all success.



Justice K. VEERASWAMI
Former Chief Justice of Tamil Nadu
Senior Advocate, Supreme Court

Conceived and established by the far-sighted Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai
Chettiar of Chettinad, Annamalai University stands out unique in its servicetothe
cause of Tamil in particular, and other disciplines in general.

The University reached further heights of glory, during the period of his
illustrious son, Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar.

Later, the University, with his worthy son, Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy, as its
dynamic Pro-Chancellor, has developed phenomenally, particularly, with
reference to research in Tamil Literature and Culture, and also in Science and
Technolegy.

As a proud admirer of its achievements over the decades, | send my warm
greetings and best wishes on this memorable occasion of the Diamond Jubilee.

S. KANNAPPAN
Founder Secretary, Houston Meenakshi Temple
Annamalai University Alumni Association of America
Washington D.C.

On the joyous occasion of Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of the Annamalai
University, all former and present students, and staff are proud of their
association with this great University. The alumni in North America send their
best wishes for the success of the celebrations. The Alumni'living in North
America will be very happy to associate themselves with the activities of the
University. The alumni also wish the present and future students every success in
their endeavours and professional careers.
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Dr. P. VALLALPERUMAN
Member of Parliament,
Chidambaram

The Annamalai University, located in a rural aimosphere, is doing yeoman
service to the people of Tamil Nadu in particular and India in general.

The Directorate of Distance Education has so extended its activities as to
cater to students in foreign countries also. Itis fitting that a distinguished Alumnus
of this University, His Excellency Rastrapathi Shri R. Venkataraman is
inaugurating the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations, and the function is to be
presided over by another distinguished ~ Alumnus, His Excellency Dr.
P.C. Alexander, Governor of Tamil Nadu.

| wish the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations all success.



T.T. VASU
Madras

The value of a precious inheritance is not always realised, safeguarded and
improved upon by the succeeding generations. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, an
outstanding builder of a business empire and educational and cultural
institutions, has been lucky that three generations of his family have taken
Annamalai University from one peak of glory to another. May the lamp lit by him
light the path of generations of students of Tamil Nadu.

T.S. SANTHANAM
Madras

The vision of the founder and benefactor of the University, Dr. Rajah Sir
Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad, has come true during the sixty years of
phenomenal progress that the institution has achieved. The institution has been
nurtured with devotion by Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar. The mission is
carried on with enthusiasm and dedication by his son, Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy.

The University has already achieved recognition and fame in India and
abroad and is poised to become one of the foremost educational institutions of
India, providing the best opportunities for academic and human excellence. |
wish the University a glorious future.



V.E. SUBRAMANIAN
Houston, Texas
USA

| had the privilege of studying at this great institution of higher learning in
1965. Receiving an education of such quality from Annamalai University, has
been a great asset to me throughout my career. It pleases me a great deal to know
that our fine University is to receive recognition from some of India’s best political
leaders. Although | will be unable to attend the festive celebrations in person, on
behalf of myself and fellow Annamalai University Alumni here in Houston, Texas, |
extend our heartfelt best wishes to'the Faculty, Alumni, and Administration of the
Annamalai University on the eve of its Diamond Jubilee.

P. VALLIAPPAN
Secretary
Annamalai Alumni Association, Canada

As proud Members of the Annamalai Alumni Association, Canadian Chapter,
we send our warmest greetings and best wishes to our Alma Mater, for all
success of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.



Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chefttiar of Chettinad

Founder Pro-Chancellor
(1929-1948)

A Brief Biographical Skefch

The Annamalai University, named
after its illustrious Founder, Dr. Rajah Sir
Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad, has
amply demonstrated, during these sixty
years of its glorious existence, that it is a
gift from him to Tamil Nadu, nay to India.
On the eve of its Diamond Jubilee in
December 1989, it is but appropriate to
recall the life and services of this great
and remarkable man, Dr. Rajah Sir
Annamalai Chettiar, Merchant Prince,
Statesman, Philanthropist, Educationist,
Patron of Arts, Legislator, Pioneer in
Banking Business, Humanitarian, and
Founder Pro-Chancellor of the Annamalai
University.

Mr. Annamalai Chettiar was bornintoa
religious and pious family, as the fourth
and last son of S.RM.M. Muthiah Chettiar,
at Kanadukathan in Chettinad, on the
30th of September, 1881. Right early, he
derived from his father, a close business
acumen, a love of Tamil Letters and a deep
devotion to Lord Nataraja, the Presiding

“Deity of Chidambaram. Though appren-
ticed to learn and acquaint himself with
his family business of banking, he avidly
acquired a lot of knowledge by himself. He
developed a keen interest in sacred Tamil
poetry, and at the same time, learnt the
English Language, written and spoken,
with equal devotion and love. In the

adventurous process of self education,
throughout his life, he was always recep-
tive to great ideas and experiences, and
thus had a special respect, bordering on
veneration for scholars and teachers and
men of outstanding ability.

Losing his father when he was barely
nineteen, Mr. Annamalai Chettiar had to
manage his own property and business,
even at that young age. As one already
trained in these matters, he devoted him-
self to his new and challenging tasks, with
mature judgement and awareness. His
vast business interests extended upto
Ceylon, Burma, and South East Asia,
with a sprawling network of Banks and
Branch Offices. Within a decade, he made
a princely fortune and came to be known
as the leading business magnate of South
India. In his actions, he was always
thorough, precise, persevering, and pun-
ctual. His judgement was unerring, and as
aresult he hand-picked his employees and
associates, and secured their devotion and
loyalty by tact and trust. An extensive
Continental Tour in 1910 widened his
horizon and enlarged his Weltanchauung.

On his return home, he found his native
town Karaikudi, the nerve-centre of
Chettinad, needed a lot of improvement.
Becoming the Chairman of the Karaikudi



Union, he set about his tasks earnestly
and was instrumental in improving the
general condition of that town. He was a
member of several local organisations and
of the District Board which operated from
Madurai, and thus provided himself with
many opportunities early in life to serve
the people of his native district.

By the time he was thirty, Mr. Anna-
malai Chettiar had already ‘striven’ and
‘saved’, after his family motto, “Strive,
Save and Serve” and it was time for him to
“serve” the society at large, in more
responsible positions.

Mr. Annamalai Chettiar was first
elected to the Madras Legislative Council
in 1916 and was returned to the Council of
State in 1921, where he sat for fifteen
consecutive years. Later, he was elected to
the Central Legislative Assembly. As a
public-spirited Member, he served well his
country and the constituency alike. This
was also the time when he established
himself as a leading figure in the world of
finance, by first becoming a founding
member of the Indian Bank, and later the
Governor of the Imperial Bank of India.

His innate charitable disposition
induced him to donate liberally to many
worthy and noble causes. He built and
endowed the Women and Children’s
Hospital at his native place, Kanadu-
kathan. He donated generously to many
educational institutions. A handsome gift
of two lakhs from him saw the purchase of
a building in Madras, to house the Ladies
Club which became a popular centre for
social activities. Social reconstruction
constantly engaged his mind and atten-
tion, as he was convinced that education
was the most important and enlightened
influence in causing social change and
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progress and in dispelling the social ills of
the country.

Mr. Annamalai Chettiar was always
looked up to for generous and charitable
causes. His traditional hospitality and his
many-sided humanitarian services won
him spontaneous recognitions every-
where. The granting of the accolade to him
by the British Government in 1923, after
his founding the Sri Meenakshi Collegein
Chidambaram, was one of the many
signal honours done to him. In recognition
of his distinguished services, the British
Government also conferred on Sir Anna-
malai Chettiar the hereditary title of the
Rajah of Chettinad in 1929.

To a religiously oriented person like
Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, Chidam-
baram, the Seat of the Cosmic Dancer, had
an irresistible charm and attraction. Reli-
gious associations apart, Chidambaram
through the ages, was a place where
reputed scholars from far and near had
assembled and striven in the quest of
Truth. It lured Rajah Sir Annamalai
Chettiar to establish, in 1920, the Sri
Meenakshi College, named after his dear
mother. Thanks to his far-sighted vision
and philanthropy, what was originally
the Sri Meenakshi College, flowered into
the Annamalai University in 1929, as a
unitary and residential seat of higher
learning, on the East of Chidambaram.
Apart from donating the buildings,class-
rooms, hostels, play-grounds, and the
library of the Sri Meenakshi College, Dr. -
Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar beque-
athed an astronomical sum of twenty
lakhs of rupees in 1929 and three hundred
acres of land to the University, to start
with. The reclamation of the vast tract of
uneven land was a daunting and heart-
breaking endeavour, but it engaged his



painstaking personal attention and in-
volved almost daily over-seeing for quite a
period. As Pro-Chancellor for nineteen
years, he bestowed all his loving care and
attention to the growth and development
of the University. Many buildings for
Class Rooms, Departments of Studies,
Administration, Residential Quarters,
Guest House. etc., came up under his
meticulous supervision and guidance. He
succeeded in securing the services of able
and eminent men as Vice-Chancellors,
and with equal care and judgement, he
chose men of tried erudition for teaching
at the University.

Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar was
keen to develop the University as a seat of
Tamil Language and Culture, and equally
so, as a Centre of Tamil Music in both of
which, a phenomenal mark was made
during his period. Sir Annamalai Chettiar
deemed it his pious duty to preserve and
resuscitate Tamil Culture and Tamil
Learning. He not only became an ardent
patron of Tamil Music, but also stood at
the vanguard of the Tamil Isai Movement.
He collected musicians of repute and made
them bring out the hidden treasures of
Tamil Music, encouraged research, and
arranged for the publication of Tamil
Musical Compositions. With equal devo-
tion, he fostered studies in Science and
Technology. The Faculty of Engineering
and Technology was started in 1945, as
the second Engineering College in the
State.

The Annamalai University, at the time
of its inception had only seven Depart-
ments of Studies, but now has forty five
Departments under the Faculties of Arts,
Science, Indian Languages, Engineering
and Technology, Education, Fine Arts,
Agriculture, and Medicine and Dentistry
in a campus of about 760 acres. Befitting
the wisdom and vision of Dr. Rajah Sir
Annamalai Chettiar, the Annamalai
University was firmly established as a
premier institution in the country known
for its academic excellence and quality.

Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar was
exceptionally fortunate in his domestic
life. He was happily married to Lady
Seethai Achi who was also known for her
piety and charitableness. They left behind
three sons and four daughters. The eldest
was Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar, on
whose shoulders the mantle of the Pro-
Chancellorship fell, when his father died
on the 15th of June 1948, after illness
patiently borne.

“My heart and soul are in Annamalai
Nagar” declared Dr. Rajah Sir Anna-
malai Chettiar once. Guided by this great
soul, the University proudly marches on
afterits motto, “With Courage and Faith”,
ever seeking “fresh woods and pastures
new” and with the eager intent of ful-
filling its loftier destinies in conquering
the unknown frontiers of the intellect,
through enrichment in knowledge and
devoutly serving the cause of education.



Tributes to
Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad

Some of the tributes paid to the Founder of the Annamalai University on the
occasion of his Shastiabdapurti celebrations are herein reproduced from the Rajah
Sir Annamalai Chettiar Commemoration Volume. Besides, a few of the verses in
Tamil composed on important occasions, by eminent poets and scholars, are
included.

MAHATMA GANDHI
I would wish the Rajah Saheb many a long year of useful service.

THE RT. HON’BLE V.S. SRINIVASA SASTRI
P.C,CH,LLD,MLC.

I am happy to be allowed to congratulate the Rajah Saheb of Chettinad on his
sixty-first birthday and to wish him many more years of prosperity and honour. Like
hundreds of other people I have received favours and kindnesses from him without
number. These I have acknowledged elsewhere; it is not possible to acknowledge
them adequately. More than these is the affection and personal attachment that
prompt them. What I have done or can ever do to deserve it all has puzzled me for a
long time. It was in the old Council hall at Delhi that we met first. The friendship that
began then 'has continued without a break; the years have strengthened and
deepened it. Wehave had few trials and tasks in common, we have notbeen engaged
togetherin literary or business pursuits, we have not journeyed togetherin India and
abroad or studied men and measures out of the same books. What has drawn and held
us each to the other? I cannot flatter myself that I am capable of doing him any
service, material or other. The flow of benefits between us, copious and uninterrupted,
has ever been in one direction;, and one direction only. In the nature of things it
cannot be otherwise. Am I wrong then in regarding the bond between us as an
example of that ‘subtle inner force’ which the Sanskrit poet postulates as the essence
of love?

Annamalai University comes late in the story. I was sixty-six when the Rajah
entrusted it to my care. For five years he gave me his confidence and support in the
fullest measure. Twice during the strike of students the institution was in serious
peril, and as a change of policy seemed to me scarcely proper, I implored him to



relieve me and try another management. His practical wisdom was truer than mine.
He left me to weather the storm as I might; and though I have noreason to boast, the
result vindicated his patience and his trust in me. I do not wish to live a day after I
have ceased to be thankful for such a blessing.

Of the Rajah’s many-sided career, I have no detailed knowledge. I shall not
presume to portray his character on canvas the qualities that have enabled him to
conquer difficulties and achieve success. Two points, however, which may seem
small to the superficial observer, I venture to pick out for special mention. A teacher
of youth cannot do less in holding up to their admiration and imitation the life of a
patron of youth. Though he can employ agents and secretaries and relieve himself of
anxiety and hard work, the Rajah rises early and goes to bed late and fills the
intervening hours with serious business, carefully alloted and planned. To idle
pastimes and strenuous games on the field, he is a complete stranger. Still he seldom
misses an engagement or neglects a social duty, and I have always envied the
equability of temper which enables him to greet all persons, high or low, friendly or
unfriendly, with the same engaging smile.

MRS. SAROJINI NAIDU

In adding my felicitations to Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar on his 61st birthday,
I am happy to have this opportunity of expressing my appreciation of his many and
far-reaching benefactions.

To the long family record, almost a hundred years old, of pious charities in their
chosen city of Chidambaram, Sir Annamalai Chettiar has added a rich chapter by
his personal and princely gifts to all fine causes-to promote and foster ancient and
modern learning, to encourage literature, music, art and sport, to further movements
for social service and social progress, to establish Interprovincial and international
friendship. The Annamalai University is in itself an enduring tribute to his splendid
generosity.

Not often in our generation has great individual wealth like his been devoted to
public welfare and progress with a philanthropy so discriminating in its quality and
so catholic in its range.

MR. S. SATYAMURTI, BA,BL,MLA.

I have had the pleasure and the privilege of knowing him intimately for many
years now. The highest tribute I can pay to himis that heis every inch a gentleman. I
have not met a more polished, courteous, or thoughtful gentleman. To have
renovated the renowned temple of Sri Nataraja is by itself an imperishable
monument to the Rajah’s distinguished family.



The Rajah Saheb has done a still greater service to the country by founding the .
Annamalai University. From inside knowledge, I know his paternal care and
solicitude for the welfare and the progress of the institution.

His recent contribution towards the development of Tamil Music may, I hope,
mark a turning pointin the history of Tamil Culture. People earn a good deal, but give
very little. But the Rajah Saheb has given over a crore of rupees for charities. May
God Sri Nataraja bless him! May he and his family live long, prosperous, and happy
lives and serve the cause of the country!

Dr. C.R. REDDI, M.A. (Cantab,) D.Litt., M.L.C.

Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar might be justly regarded as a national asset. No
merchant or industrialist of South India has spent such large amounts on public
benefactions. His greatest achievement is the University which very rightly bears
his name. It is the best that has ever been done by an individual in India and is
notable furthermore as an example to other millionaires.

It is not merely by these outward achievements that the Rajah Saheb has made
himself famous and endeared, but by his personality. T had the pleasure and privilege
of being his guest more than once. No host could have shown more personal attention
to the comforts of a guest than the Rajah Saheb whose custom, in accordance with
the best traditions of India, has always been to attend personally, though he could
easily have appointed deputies.

Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar ranks among the worthiest in the country. Most
successful as a maker of money, he has been still more noteworthy as a spender
thereof on right good causes and progressive projects.

If the service of the country, if the advancement of its material and moral
prosperity are amongst the objectives of a University, then the Annamalai
University cannot have a better example before it or a nobler inspirer than its own
illustrious Founder.

THE REV. JOHN K. MILLER, M.A, D.D.
White Lodge, Coonoor, The Nilgiris, S. India

It is with real pleasure that I add my tribute and hearty congratulations to Dr.
Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad, whose friendship I have enjoyed for
more than thirty years, on having completed sixty years of life so satisfactorily for
himself and others.

To few has it been given and made possible to do so much for others as he has
done and I hope he may live for many more years to do even greater service for
humanity.



In 1910 it was my privilege to help in preparing him and his nephew the late Sir

-M.C.T. Muthiah Chettiar, for a visit to Europe and to the Coronation of our late good

King George the Fifth and to accompany them on the voyage and trip through
Europe.

This visit I am sure did much in awaking these gentlemen to a realisation of
India’s needs, to their own ability to help meet them and our Madras Presidency has
henefited greatly from their gifts and public service.

DR. C.D. DESHMUKH, B.A.. (Cantab) D.Litt.
Chairman, University Grants Commission.

The establishment of this seat of learning was the fruit of that combination in
the illustrious Founder, rare in the world, namely, of a vision straining towards the
attainment of all thatis bestin human culture and a hard-headed awareness of what
science and technology are capable of achieving for the betterment of the lot of
mankind.

His Highness Sir JAYA CHAMARAJA WADIYAR BAHADUR
G.CB,G.CSILLD.
Maharajah of Mysore.

Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar was a merchant prince justly famous for his piety
and devotion to learning. His intellectual powers, his broad outlook, his originality,
his mature judgment and above all his largeness of heart marked him out very early
as a great son of India.

Education was the Rajah’s noblest passion and he made it the mission of his
later life. This noble University is at once the fitting tribute and monument to his
nobility, his patriotism, his clarity of vision and his generosity. In the progress of
University education in India the Rajah of Chettinad has set an example and pointed
the way for the benefit of his countrymen.

Dr. Sir A. LAKSHMANASWAMI MUDALIAR,
’ B.A., M.D., FRCOG. FCA.,DSc, LLD., MLC.
Vice-Chancellor, University of Madras.

I have had the privilege of being associated with its great founder and
philanthropist in the work of this University in the early years of its establishment.
Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, the Rajah of Chettinad, whose name the University
bears, was the first philanthropist in India to have founded a University. The
interest that he evinced, the devotion and zeal with which he nurtured the infant
institution in the earlier period of its existence and the loving care with which he
looked after its development and progress in many fields of activity will be obvious to
any visitor when he goes round the campus and sees the progress made in all
branches of learning.

~J
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Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad and
Rani Lady Seethai Achi
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Dr. Rajah SirM.A. Muthiah Chetfiar of Cheffinad

Founder Pro-Chancellor
(1948-1984)

A Brief Biographical Sketch

Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar of
Chettinad, who succeeded his father, as
Pro-Chancellor of the Annamalai Univer-
sity in 1948, was born on the 5th of August
1905. He had his school and college edu-
cation in Madras, and like his father, was
soon drawn into the extensive family
business of banking in Malaya, Singa-
pore, Burma, Ceylon and Indonesia, in
addition to the family’s trading and
mercantile enterprise in India. He was
lucky that his formal education was pro-
foundly influenced by unforgettably dis-
tinguished scholar —teachers—both Eng-
lish and Indian, who had left a great
impact on him. His was a richly value-
endowed education, and he was extra-
ordinarily fortunate in having come into
contact with great minds and memorable
public figures, even before he passed out
from college with a Degree.

Thus, Mr. Muthiah Chettiar’s educa-
tional training stood him in good stead
when he was called upon to shoulder
onerous business responsibilities. He was
sent to Burma, to take care of many
business interests there, and his mettle
was challenged and tested. After gaining
a good measure of professional experience
and expertise in Burma, he returned to
India.
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Even as a very young person, Mr.
Muthiah Chettiar began to occupy many
coveted positions of honour, as a Member
of the Madras Legislative Council, the
Madras Provincial Banking Enquiry
Commission, the Madras Provincial
Franchise Enquiry Committee and the
Corporation of Madras. In 1931, he was
elected the President of the Corporation of
Madras, and in 1933 he became the first
Mayor of Madras. His association with
the Madras Corporation gave him splen-
did opportunities for public service, and
characteristically moulded his later life.

Kumara Rajah Muthiah Chettiar iden-
tified himself with the Justice Party, and
was the Chief Whip and Chairman of the
Legislative Assembly. In 1936, he became
the Minister incharge of Education, Public
Health and Excise and for a year he was
also the Pro-Chancellor of the University
of Madras. His judicial temper and broad
mindedness, his keen love for both Tamil
and English which he spoke enviably
well, and his social commitment, endeared
himself to one and all, and was popular
wherever he went. In 1941, he became the
President of the South Indian Chamber of
Commerce with which he was connected
for fifty years and more. In 1941, he had
the unique distinction of being elected to



the Presidentship of the Federation of the
Indian Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry. He was also the Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Indian Bank
Limited. His wasindeed a covetedly many
faceted life which gave him innumerable
occasions to know men and affairs better.
His association with the Board of
Management of the Pachaiyappa’s Chari-
ties began in 1929 and gave him closer
insights into educational administration
and finance and prepared him for a
Membership of the Syndicate of the
University of Madras during 1944-46. He
was also a member of the Board of
Management of the Indian Institute of
Technology for a period of five years. His
association with these bodies vastly
enriched his knowledge and experience.
As a Patron of the Gandhinagar Edu-
cational Society, he was closely connected
with a number of schools in the Madras
city. Ample funds were provided by him
for these schools from the charities under
his managements.

In 1939, Kumara Rajah Muthiah
Chettiar became the leader of the Oppo-
sition, when the Congress Ministry, under
Rajaji, was formed. Later, when the
Ministry resigned, he was placed in
charge of Local Administration and
Hindu Religious Endowments. He made a
memorable contribution to the cause of
Hindu Religious Endowments. The
Temple Entry Bill which came up for

discussion, also revealed him at his best.

The part he played during the discussion
on this question, won for him the praise of
no less a person than Rajaji himself.
Whether he was in the Ministry or outside
it, he gave himself many opportunities for
unstinting public service. His rich poli-
tical and public experiences gave him an
admirable equanimity in his views of men

and matters. He came into close contact
with all the celebrated intellectuals of the
day, and enjoyed the reputation of being
a seasoned Parliamentarian whose
speeches were marked by a dispassionate
approach and a large hearted sagacity,
and freedom from personal and political
bias or rancour. As a Minister, the welfare
of the people always engaged his
attention.

The British Government conferred on
him a Knighthood in 1941 for meritorious
services done. This was the time of the
Second World War, and Sir Muthiah
Chettiar was appointed Member of the
National Defence Council by the Viceroy.
In 1946, he was elected to the Constituent
Assembly, New Delhi, and had the unique
privillege of contributing to the framing of
a Constitution for Independent India.

On the death of his illustrious father in
1948, Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar became
the Pro-Chancellor. His richly endowed
life enabled him to assiduously follow the
footsteps of his father, in the admini-
stration of the University, and in bringing
name and fame to it. Earlier, when his
father endeavoured to make the Sri
Meenakshi College the nucleous of a
University, Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar
enthusiastically threw himself into the
work of helping his father in getting the
necessary legislation passed by the
Madras Legislature. When the Bill was
passed in 1929, it was hailed as a notable
contribution to the development of higher
education in the State. Rajah Sir Muthiah
Chettiar’s interest in the University was
thus one continuous involvement from
1929, that s, from the very inception of the
University.

The University expanded in many
directions after his assumption of office as
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Pro-Chancellor. The Faculties of Edu-
cation, Fine Arts, Agriculture and Law
came into being. The Faculty of Medicine
and Dentistry was established and so
also, the Directorate of Distance Edu-
cation. Earlier, the Centres of Advanced
Study in Marine Biology and Linguistics
were instituted, with U.G.C support. The
Engineering and Technology Department
assumed Post Graduate status, and the
experiments in the use of Solar Energy
won national recognition. A number of
new buildings in direct fulfilment of the
much felt needs of the University were
constructed. The Library in particular
which attracts a large number of students
and staff to it each day, engaged the very
personal attention of the Pro-Chancellor
when it was constructed.

Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar, like his
father, was also an ardent lover of Tamil
and Tamil Music. He was second to none
in giving pride of place to the Tamil
language and in encouraging the singing
of Tamil Isai. Significantly therefore, the
title, Tamizh Isaikkavalar (Guardian of
Tamil Music) was conferred on him. The
Government of India, recognising his
many services done, bestowed on him the
prized title of Padmabushan, in 1973.

Connected with education throughout
his life, Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar
greatly respected the teaching profession.
He always felt elated to be in the company

of teachers for whose scholarship he
greatly cared. He was an excellent host,
and a visit to his palatial residence in
Madras was always a pleasant memory to
cherish.

Dr.Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar had two
sons, Kumara Rajah M.A. Muthiah
Chettiar and Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy,
each well known to the public of Tamil
Nadu, by their distinguished attainments.
Kumara Rajah Muthiah Chettiar was
snatched away by the cruel hand of death
at the early age of forty.

The many-splendoured life of Dr. Rajah
Sir Muthiah Chettiar has become part of
contemporary South Indian History. In
fitting tribute to the second founding
father of the University stands the im-
posing architectural construction of the
“Rajah Muthiah Institute of Health
Sciences”, beckoning everyone to the
cherished memory of this great man who
had an ever abiding humanitarian inte-
rest in the welfare of the people. His
Pro-Chancellorship, for a span of thirty
six years, saw the significant growth and
development of the University in all
spheres of intellectural and academic
activity. On his death, his second son,
Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy, the distingui-
shed scion of the Chettinad family,
succeeded to this high office, and is
nurturing the University in the great
traditions of his father and grand-father.



Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar of Chettinad, Kt.,B.A., D.Litl
and Rani Lady Meyyammai Achi
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Tributes to
Dr. Rajah Sir MAA. Muthiah Chettiar of Cheftinad

Some of the tributes paid to the Second Fouynder Pro-Chancellor of the
Annamalai University on the occasion of his 81st Birthday celebrations, held
posthumously on 5th August, ’85 are herein reproduced.

His Excellency R. VENKATARAMAN

Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar was a multi-faceted personality and had a
multi-splendoured career. Dr. Muthiah Chettiar stepped into the shoes of his
illustrious father Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar and achieved equal distinction in
every field of activity. Inheriting the Chettinad traditional expertise in banking and
developing skills in modern banking, Dr. Muthiah Chettiar was solely responsible
for the phenomenal growth of the Indian Bank. He was also a member of the
Provincial Banking Enquiry Commission in 1929. Later, he blossomed into an
industrialist and set up the Chettinad Cements adding to his large trade and
commercial empire. He represented the South India Chamber of Commerce and
Industry in the Madras Legislative Council with great ability.

Dr. Muthiah Chettiar made invaluable contribution to the then Madras
Presidency, as Mayor of Madras in 1933, Minister for Education and Public Health in
1936 and Minister for Local Administration in 1939. He maintained high dignity and
decorum and was a model legislator. After Independence he continued to be a
member of the Madras Legislative Assembly and Council, where his interventions
were positive, constructive and totally objective. He was always heard with respect
and attention by all the members of the House as well as the Government.

Time cannot erase his contribution to education in the State. Though RajalfSir
Annamalai Chettiar founded the Annamalai University it was Dr. Muthiah Chettiar
who raised it to the level it is today and expanded it in all directions. Besides the
University, he founded a number of technical and educational institutions
throughout the State and the people of Tamil Nadu owe him a deep debt of gratitude
for the service to the cause of education.

Dr. Chettiar was a connoisseur of Art, Music and Literature. He patronised all
art forms generously and helped several cultural institutions to grow. He wasalsoa
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prince among donors. No worthy cause, religious, literary or social service went
without his making a magnificent contribution. It is impossible to make a count of
his philanthropy and munificence.

Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar was above all a perfect gentleman. He
approximated to Cardinal Newman’s definition of a gentleman. He was the pink of
courtesy; one had to learn from him the elegant ways of addressing others. His life
was a glorious example of a perfect one and should inspire others to emulate.

Thiru M. BHAKTAVATSALAM

Onedistinction about Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar’s careeris that he was the
founder of the Tamil Isai Movement. Tamil Isai is not, of course, the find of anyone
and it is as old as Tamil. But Rajah Saheb gave new life to the Tamil Isai. The two
magnificent auditoriums in Madras and Madurai are standing monuments, erected
by Rajah Saheb, which now serve the music lovers. The Vaishnavite Alwars have
themselves set to musical tunes their illustrious Pasurams.

The Tamil Isai Sangam founded by Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar has spread out
in many directions. Thereis a schoolin Madras teaching music. Thereis research on
various aspects of Tamil Isai which serve a very useful purpose. Dr. Rajah Sir was
interested in all public affairs. He did not miss sports.

Sir Muthiah Chettiar was an illustrious example of hospitality and he was very
pleasant in conversation. He was also interested in industry and economic
development.

Dr. B. GOPALA REDDI

Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar was an embodiment of goodness. Any tribute
paid to him looks inadequate. He had many facets of his nobility. But I confine
myself to his parental attachment to the University founded by his generous father.
For thirty-six years, he was the Pro-Chancellor and the unseen vitality of the
University. Very eminent Vice-Chancellors presided over the destinies of the
University. They came and they left. But Rajah Muthiah Chettiar remained giving it
theinspiration and moral support it needed. The University had grown enormously,
spreading its branches into technical faculties. It has become a centre of higher
learning. We who have been watching the growth of it feel proud of its achievements.
More is yet to blossom and our horizons of learning go on expanding. Universities
must reflect the demands of the future.

We cannot rest on our oars. We have many promises to fulfil. Ours must be a
relentless effort to march forward on the path of knowledge.
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Rajah Saheb was our guiding star and under his benign inspiration, we march
on steadily. We shall not falter in our march. We shall be the standard bearers ofthe
great legacy left by Rajah Saheb.

I pay my full-hearted tribute, however feebleitis, to the memory of Dr. Rajah Sir
Muthiah Chettiar.

Dr. SIR C.P. RAMASWAMI AIYAR

If I were asked to describe his (Rajah Saheb’s) career concisely, I would
characterise it as that of a person who is specially remarkable for his loyalty to
chosen friends and to public causes in which he believes. His gift of friendship, which
is as consistent as it is selective, is accompanied by a capacity for hard-hitting and
fearless criticism of public men and measures when, in his opinion, they proceed
along misdirected paths.

Justice M.M. ISMAIL

I have known Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar Saheb for a fairly long time. On
this occasion I would like to stress only two aspects of his great career.

The first aspect is the incredibly uniform courtesy charmingly extended by him
to everyone he came across, irrespective of the age, the status in life and the
equipment in career. Such a graceful gesture on the part of the Rajah Saheb put
everyone at ease in his.company and his long and distinguished life enabled him to
reel off anecdote after anecdote full of wisdom and guidance for those persons in the
company. In fact he epitomized in his life the best of Tamil and Indian Culture.

The second aspect is the ever-present interest in, and concern for, the growth of
the Annamalai University and its development as an outstanding institution of not
only higher education but also the entire range of Tamil literature, learning and
culture.

May his memory live forever and guide and inspire all those connected with the
institutions which he founded, fostered and nurtured!

Shri Nani A. PALKHIVALA

Sir Muthiah was a man of many and varied parts. He was a businessman with a
social conscience, for whom the profit motive was a secondary consideration. He was
an ardent educationist who realized that a student must cultivate his mind, not
merely with a view to offeringitasa commodity for salein the marketplace. Hewas a-
man of culture and deep learning — in fact, an ideal citizen of India. He richly
deserved the honours conferred on him both athome and abroad. At the same time he
was so lovable — he could be said to have a gift for friendship.
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Mrs. SAROJINI VARADAPPAN

I don’t find words to describe the virtuous qualities of Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah
Chettiar who dedicated his entire life-time for the cause of education and promotion
of business and industry.

The educational institutions founded by him bear testimony to the abundant
interest he evinced in the field of education. It is no exaggeration if I could say that he
has left an indelible mark in promoting Tamil Isai Movement in Tamilnadu. The
magnificent music hall in Maduraiis a standing monument testifying to his flair for
music.

His contribution to the public cause was commendable in whatever post he held
in the various walks of life.
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His Excellency Dr. P. C. Alexander
Governor of Tamilnadu
and
Chancellor, Annamalai University
A Pen Portraif

Dr. P.C. Alexander, was born on 20th
March 1921 at Mavelikara in the State of
Kerala. He graduated with M. A. in History
and Economics from the Kerala Univer-
sity in 1941. Immediately after graduation
he joined as amember of the Faculty of the
Department of History of Annamalai
University at the young age of 20. But he
soon made a mark as a good teacher by his
scholarly and eloquent lectures and in-
volvementin research. He took very active
interest in youth activities, especially in
the literary activities, by participating in
Debates, Mock Parliaments, etc., and thus
trained the students in oratorical, debat-
ing and histrionic skills. Thus he became
one of the most popular teachers in the
University. He took his M.Litt and D.Litt.
Degrees under the able guidance of Dewan
Bahadur Prof. C.S. Srinivasachary, a
reputed historian of the day. With his
brilliant academic career, sharp intellect
and masterly eloquence, he easily got
selected for the Indian Administrative
Service, when it was instituted.

He had the benefit of training at famous
institutions like the Board of Trade, UK,
on a Nuffield Foundation Fellowship, and
Research at the Standford Research
Institute, California on a Ford Founda-
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tion Fellowship. The valuable training he
had in these reputed institutions stood
him in good stead to carve out a dis-
tinguished career in the Administrative
Service. During his service in the Govern-
ment of India, he held various positions of
importance such as Development Com-
missioner, Small Scale Industries; Addi-
tional Secretary, Ministry of Industries;
Secretary, Foreign Trade, and later,
Commerce Secretary, etc. He had also held
several assignments in the United Nations
Organisations, such as Senior Adviser,
Centre for Industrial Development, UN
HQ, in New York, Chief of the UN Project
on Small Industries, and Adviser to the
Government of Iran in Tehran, and Senior
Adviser and later Executive Director and

Assistant  Secretary General, Inter-
national Trade Centre in Geneva.
In due recognition of his academic

achievements, administrative acumen,
diplomatic dexterity and negotiating
ability, he was appointed to the most
prestigious and highly responsible post of
the Principal Secretary to the Prime
Minister of India, by Smt. Indira Gandhi,
and later he was given the important
assignmrent of the High Commissioner for
India in UK, where he served for three



years. At present, he is the popular
Governor of our State of Tamil Nadu
where he had started his career as an
Assistant Collectorin the then Tirunelveli
District. Heis also the proud Chancellor of
his Alma Mater, Annamalai University.
He evinces very great interest in the
promotion of education in general and
higher education in particular, in his
capacity as Chancellor for several Uni-
versities in Tamil Nadu. He is the proud

author of the following books: 1. The
Dutch in Malabar, 2. Buddhism in Kerala
and 3. Industried Estates in India.. In
fine, heis an eminent scholar, enlightened
educationist, a powerful and elogquent
oratorin English, an able administrator,a
wizard in matters of trade and commerce,
a distinguished diplomat and a great
Governor. He is happily married to Mrs.
Ackama Alexander and is blessed with
four children.
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Dr. MAM. Ramaswamy

Founder Pro-Chancellor
A Biographical Profile

The life of a man, itis said, can become a
heroic poem, if only he becomes all that he
was created capable of being. Dr. M.A.M.
Ramaswamy’s multi-faceted career ex-
emplifies the essence of this opinion.
Endowed as he is with a ‘do and dare’
spirit, his mind has a fierce grasp of all
higher thoughts and better things, of
fancy and reflection, of art and culture
togetherin a remarkable manner. It works
with extraordinary freedom and candour.
Dr. Ramaswamy’s keen understanding of
men and matters, his catholic outlook, his
originality, his sense of discernment and
above all his largeness of heart veritably
mark him out as an illustrious grandson of
anillustrious grandfather and as a worthy
son of a worthy father.

Dr. M.\A.M. Ramaswamy was born on
30th September 1931 as the second son
of Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar of
Chettinad. His grandfather Dr. Rajah Sir
Annamalai Chettiar was the peerless
founder and bounteous benefactor of the
Annamalai University. By a strange but
happy concidence the birthday of the
grandfather and the grandson was the
same, that is, 30th September. “Nobly to
live befits proud birth” says Sophocles.
Even so Dr. Ramaswamy has nobly lived
ever since his birth, inheriting, as he did,
the fabulous name and fame of the
Chettinad family known for its many
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glorious benefactions and acts of noble
public service. As a child he was precoci-
ous, intensely curious and pleasantly
interactive. His elder brother (the late
Kumararajah Muthiah) and he were
deeply attached to each other. Their
beloved father, who wanted to ensure that
the pleasures of their childhood should
enkindle their awareness of the world
around them, their native intelligence
and ardour and their clarity of vision,
entrusted them to the care of an elderly
Anglo-Indian lady teacher who nursed
them with unpretentious love and genuine
concern and brought them up till they
gracefully blossomed into vibrant adult-
hood. The two children, be it remembered,
requitted their gratitude to the affectionate
governess by taking care of her in her old
age.

Both the grandfather and the father
were keen that the children should get
educated in the best of schools. The
boyhood of Dr. Ramaswamy was shaped
by the Church Park Convent, San Thome
High School and P.S. High School which
helped him shed all inhibitions and attain
emotional and mental maturity. The four
years of collegiate education that he spent
in Vivekananda College are even now
recalled by him with delightful vividness.
For, was it not here that he bloomed into
one of the finest sportsmen of the State,
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what with his splendorous successes in
Inter-University Tennis Tournaments. As
a magnificent lover of sports and as a
sportsman in his ownright, he partici-
pated in the sports activities of his Alma
Mater with fiery zeal and zest. He con-
tributed not a little to making the physical
education programmes of the college
exciting, wholesome and beneficial. The
Vivekananda College found in him not
only a star performer in tennis but also
one who enthused and animated his fellow
players and classmates with his sports-
man-like qualities such as mental alert-
ness, perseverance, team-spirit, leader-
ship, obedience to rules, moderation in
victory and composure in defeat. As a
student, he maintained a dignified bear-
ing which endeared him to his professors,
some of whom are even now alive to bear
testimony to his having been one inte-
rested in his academic studies also, inspite
of his vigorous involvement in sports. It
must be said in this context that Prof.
R. Krishnamurthi (now retired Principal
of Pachaiyappa’s College), with his
natural gift of teaching, ably guided
young Ramaswamy in his academic pre-
parations at home. By the time the latter
graduated, he had come into contact with
quite a number of scholars, public men
and individuals with depth of judgment,
perspective and a broad comprehension of
the problems facing our world.

After taking his degree, Dr. Rama-
swamy made his entry into business,
while at the same time gaining proficiency
in the indigenous methods of banking.
Very soon he became a member of the
Southern India Chamber of Commerce
and Industry. By his prudence and saga-
city he made the Chamber grow and
expand impressively. Like his father, Dr.
Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar, he too en-

larged the scale of its operations and
enhanced its usefulness in such a way as
to win the grateful appreciation of the
business community. Seeing his unspar-
ing commitment to the cause of commerce
and industry, the S.1.C.C1. elected him as
its President in 1971, the memorable year
of its Diamond Jubilee. The Jubilee Cele-
bration was a spectacular success because
of his superb organising ability and
acumen. In his prologue to the Diamond
Jubilee Commemoration Volume he under-
scores in words of telling eloquence the
significance of the historic role played by
the Southern India Chamber of Commerce
and Industry in the lofty task of restruc-
turing the social economy of the countryin
the context of the emerging changes and
challenges faced by the nation. The
following excerpt from his prefatory to the
Diamond Jubilee Souvenir is worth
quoting. “Let me say without hesitation
that throughout the past sixty years the
attitude of the Chamber to the economic
and commercial policies of the Govern-
ment has been one of active cooperation,
and our criticism, were such as were called
for, and have always been informed,
balanced and constructive. It is only thus
that an organisation like ours can strive
for synthesis of approach in the imple-
mentation of economic, fiscal and trade
policies as well as act as a vigilant
mouthpiece of the needs of the com-
munity.” Further more, his Presidential
Address on that occasion was a clarion
call to businessmen and industrialists to
gird up their loins to meet the emerging
changes and challenges in their respective
fields. The following excerpt from his
speech is quite thought-provoking:

“Qver its long career the Chamber has seen
many changes in its history and there is
little doubt that it is destined to see many
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more in the future. There will inevitably be
big changesin the pattern of commerce and
industry and the problems facing busi-
nessmen will become more and more com-
plex. The Chamber will be called upon
increasingly to shoulder additional respon-
gibilities to meet the new challenges. We
have to be prepared to meet these challenges
with the same qualities as have distin-
guished our activities in the service of
commerce and industry in the last six
decades.”

These timely observations proclaimed
the compulsions of change which could
not be ignored. And one could hardly fail
to discern that even as a young promoter
of industries, Dr. Ramaswamy had proved
his enlightened foresight and far-flung
vision. In this respect he reminds us of the
razor-sharp intelligence and pragmatic
wisdom of his father and grandfather. We
cannot but agree with him that our days
are a kaleidoscope, that nothing ever
happens twice alike, and that new har-
monies, new contrasts and new combi-
nations are but a part of the wave of
change that is continually overtaking
every sector of human endeavour. That
Dr. Ramaswamy should have been re-
elected President of the Southern India
Chamber of Commerce and Industry in
1972, was a fitting recognition of his
meritorious services to that organisation.

As a true scion of the Chettinad family
known for its acute business instinct, Dr.
Ramaswamy has taken on onerous res-
ponsibilities either as Chairman or
Managing Director or Director of several
industrial establishments, organisations
and enterprises. Heis the Chairman of the
South India Structural Corporation Litd.,
Madras. He has been the Managing
Director of the Chettinad Cement Cor-
poration Ltd., ever since its inception. He
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is a Director of M/s Madura Coats Ltd.,
Consolidated Coffee Ltd., Ponni Sugars
and Chemicals Ltd.,, Kothari Orient
Leasing and Finance Company Ltd.,
Chemfab Alkalis, Ltd., Grover Leasing
Ltd., Indag Products Ltd., and Arrow
Metalspin Ltd. As Managing Director,
his policies have a visionary flavour. His
way of handling financial and production
problems testifies to his masterly com-
prehension of the complexities and
intricacies of business and industry. His
organisational perspicacity is seen in his
getting together not only men, money and
materials, but also in making the best use
of them, especially the human element
which constitutes the creative part of any
enterprise. To Dr. Ramaswamy the heart
of entrepreneurship lies in encouraging
arrangements that bring closer men at all
levels of business and production, and
obliterating as far as possible the division
that stems from different degrees of know-
ledge, experience and outlook. This is the
only way, he says, to succeed in conditions
where there is a panoply of controls and
regulations framed by the Central and
State Governments.

The Chettinad Cement Corporation
Ltd., which was set up in 1962 and which
owes its genesis to the entrepreneurial
genius of Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar,
Founder-Chairman, is today considered to
be one of the very few premier Cement
companies in Tamil Nadu. Dr. M. A M.
Ramaswamy, one of the Founder Directors
of the company, became its Joint
Managing Director, the other Joint
Managing Director being his own beloved
elder brother Kumararajah M.AM.
Muthiah Chettiar. Visiting Europe in
1964, he went all out to buy the best of
various machinery needed to make the
Corporation work on sophisticated lines.



On becoming the Managing Director, he
gave all his time and energy to the
company so that its growth and expan-
sion could be accelerated. Today the
Chettinad Cement Corporation has
markedly grown in size and production
capacity, thanks to his careful planning
spurred by his sense of go-aheadedness.
Dr. Ramaswamy has built his thesis on
the logical ground that every venture calls
for shrewd perspective planning. He says
that any work should be embarked upon
only after due planning with a specific
goalin veiw. Il is just like playing a game
like hockey. The goal-keeper, the full-
backs, the half-backs, the centre-half, the
centre-forward and the wings are there
and the same principle in a much larger
and wider sense should apply to any
bigger undertaking. Dr. Ramaswamy
looks upon hurdles as challenges to be
surmounted with determination and
courage. He attaches great value to open-
mindedness. He cautions that manage-
ments should guard against obsolescence
of the mind and should stay young in their
sense of enterprise and alert in their
thinking. Dr. Ramaswamy is certainly a
gifted ‘Organisation Man’ with a pioneer-
ing passion for innovativeness.

While fortifying his natural talent for
business and industry with the basics of
management, he has not allowed himself
to miss the thrills of sports. Tennis was his
cup of tea during his college days. He was
always in the forefront and carried off
bagfuls of trophies in inter-State as well as
inter-collegiate tennis competitions in
which he participated. Next to tennis, the
game that most attracted him was hockey
and even to this day his passionate
interestin it has notin theleast cooled off.
His acclaimed view is that hockey is our
national game. It was during his Pre-

sidentship of the Indian Hockey Fede-
ration (1974-80) that the Indian Hockey
Team hit international headlines by
winning back the World Cup at Kuala
Lumpur in 1975 and the Olympic Gold at
Moscow in 1980. These two triumphs
constitute the crowning glory of Dr.
Ramaswamy’s role as an ardent lover and
liberal patron of sports. In fact, Thiru-
mathi Indira Gandhi who was the then
Prime Minister of India personally con-
gratulated him on his stupendous achi-
evement by providing the Indian players
with the needed inspiring leadership that
led to their spectacular victories. That he
should have gifted from his own purse a
sum of one lakh of rupees to the Indian
Hockey team during the Bangkok Asiad
speaks of the spontaneous affection with
which he treated the players. Then again
he is today the Patron-in-Chief of the
Tamil Nadu Badminton Association, the
Patron of the Tamil Nadu Football Asso-
ciation and Vice-President of the Tamil
Nadu Golf Association.

Dedicated as Dr. Ramaswamy is to the
cause of Indian sports, he is greatly
concerned about the depths to which they
have descended, for want of sustained
encouragement, proper identification of
the requirements, an agenda for action
and its effectiveimplementation. Heis not
happy that sports should be a peripheral
activity tagged on to the coat-tails of
educational institutions. He is against
sports events being organised in a hotch-
potch manner and conducted in a climate
of disenchantment and demoralisation.
His plea is that for renovation, restoration,
and upgradation of sports in India, the
Government Departments, both at the
Centre and in the States, should in co-
operation with Sports Associations and
leading private sector undertakings play a
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key role in promoting and developing
sports through professional management
of a high order coupled with the provision
of -adequate funds and infrastructural
facilities. Now that a new Ministry for the
promotion of sports has been created at
the Centre and outstanding players in the
field of sports are honoured with National
Awards year after year, Dr. Ramaswamy
is optimistic about our sports image
getting refurbished and enhanced on
appropriate lines in the years to come. He
is an asset to the Sports Writers Club of
which he is the Patron-in-Chief. His
praiseworthy contribution to the enrich-
ment of the world of sports was fittingly
recognised when the Annamalai Univer-
sity conferred on himthe Degree of D.Litt.
(Honoris Causa) on the occasion of its
Golden Jubilee Celebrations in 1979. In
the citation referring to his many
achievements, it is aptly observed thus:
“Though young in age. ... he has madea
mark because of his background, dyna-
mism and noble qualities. He is a man of
action and a great sportsman known in
the Sports World.”

Dr. Ramaswamy’s passion for horse
racing and horse breeding is unequalled.
His interest in horses began with his
playing polo after leaving the college.
Initiated into the realm of horse racing by
his elder the Kumararajah Muthiah, his
predilection for this sport grew over a
period of time, and today heisregarded as
one of the outstanding pillars of the
Indian Racing Turf. He is by far the
biggest individual owner of horses, and
there is not a racing centre in India where
he has not won a classic. With a string of
more than 100 versatile horses he has
become a legend so to speak by earning a
lasting place in the Guinness Book of
World Records as the unique winner of
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more than a hundred classics. His horses
have won him laurels because he buys
good one’s and takes excellent care of
them with an expert indepth knowledge of
the game of racing. A.B. David, his trusted
trainer has this to say: “Ramu is a rare
owner. There is nothing about a horse
which he does not know. Hard labour,
intelligent thinking and resourceful
planning account for his phenomenal
success in racing.” As a former Chairman
and Senior Steward of the Madras Club
and as a Member today of the Managing
Committee of that body, Dr. Ramaswamy
has made a most valuable contribution to
the enrichment of the horse breeding
industry. It has been aptly observed thatif
there is one man who can put horseman-
ship on the sporting map of India, and
provide for its pursuit as a skill, providing
thrill and excitement, that man is Dr.
Ramaswamy.

The post of Sheriff, which is a highly
esteemed honorary post is given by the
Government to only such personages as
have notably distinguished themselves in
various walks of life. That Dr. Rama-
swamy should have been called upon by
the Government of Tamil Nadu to hold
this post first in 1971, and then again in
1974, was an explicit acknowledgment of
the innumerable services rendered by him
for the promotion of civic life in the metro-
politan city.

Dr. Ramaswamy, while being actively
engrossed in the due discharge of his
many responsibilities in business and
industry, is devoutly religious. To him
religion is an elevating and enlivening
influence and in it he finds a rich store
house which illuminates the mind and
ennobles the heart. It is an article of faith
for him and he firmly believes that it is



through prayers only that one can develop
right attitudes and look upon the pride of
victory, the despair of failure, the memory
of past injuries and the fear of future
dangers with a sense of equanimity. In
this respect he is very much after his
revered grandfather and father whoin the
richest tradition of the Nagarathar com-
munity had extended their princely
donations for the building of new temples
and religious institutions and renovation
of ald ones all over Tamil Nadu. It was
given to Dr. Ramaswamy to raise a temple
for Lord Ayyappa Swamy in Rajah
Annamalaipuram, Madras - a temple that
has now become the cynosure of Ayyappa
devotees from all parts of the State. It was
during his visit to Sabarimalai in 1974 to
offer worship to Lord Ayyappa Swamy
that he got the inspiration to construct a
temple for him in Madras. The efforts
made by him to fulfil his fond dream were
fantastic, for the Ayyappa Swamy Shrine,
built by him entirely with his resources on
a site gifted by Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah
Chettiar, his beloved father, is a mar-
vellous replica of the Sabarimalai temple.
Strictly adhering to every canon of agama
sastra pertaining to temple construction,
and attending impeccably to every detail,
from the selection of the building
materials to the making of the idol, he
spent sleepless nights to see to it that the
construction stood out as a model of
perfection, and an acme of excellence.
Rightly called the Vada Sabarimalai, the
temple at Rajah Annamalaipuram today
attracts thousands of pilgrims and
devotees to whom the beautiful figure of
Lord ‘Ayyappa Swamy is spiritually
enthralling and soul-lifting. Need it be
said that by the above mentioned magni-
ficent feat of religious fervour Dr. Rama-
swamy has indeed placed posterity in
eternal debt of gratitude to him. With him

as the Founder Chairman, the Ayyappa
Swamy Temple Trustis administering the
shrine with thoughtful care and concern,
performing regular pujahs and holding
periodical festivals much to the delightful
satisfaction of worshippers. The title
Bhakta Bushanam bestowed on Dr.
Ramaswamy by the Sringeri Sarada

.Peedam, in appreciation of his splendid

service to religion, is a fitting accolade
richly deserved by him.

Dr. Ramaswamy’s time and resources
were not confined to business, sports and
religious service only. With the glowing
example before him of the epoch-making
contributions made to the promotion of
education, Tamil literature, art and cul-
ture by his highly eminent grandfather
and father whose qualities of head and
heart he has undoubtedly inherited, he
has been taking an abiding interest in edu-
cation and educational management for
over twenty five years now. To him, the
piling up of a fortuneis but subsidiary toa
nobler aim, viz., making the blessings of
education, particularly higher education,
available to the aspiring youngsters from
every stratum of society. This explains his
close connection with the Gandhinagar
Education Society of which his father Dr.
Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar was the
munificent Patron for over three decades.
With the lavish funds provided by the
Rajah Saheb, this Society has been run-
ning two Higher Secondary Schools (one
for boys and the other for girls) in Rajah
Annamalaipuram, two High Schools (one
for boys and one for girls) in Gandhi-
nagar, and also three Primary Schools in
these two areas.

Dr. Ramaswamy has been an active
member of the Indian Cultural Research
Trust, the Tamil Nadu Educational Trust,
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the Willingdon Charitable Trust and the
Tamil, Sanskrit and other Languages
Research Trust, Madras. His membership
of the Pachaiyappa’s Trust Board forms a
purple patch in the annals of this chari-
table organisation inasmuch as it wit-
nessed many significant improvementsin
the management and administration of
the trust properties. The construction of
the multi-storeyed building in Anna Salai
which has today enriched the coffers of
the Trust is his brain child. During his
tenure, the Trust was able to successfully
handle many tricky problems, thanks to
his astute guidance, managerial skill and
administrative dexterity. Burdened as it
was with the weighty task of maintaining
a number of Colleges and High Schools in
Madras, Chidambaram, Kanchipuram
and Cuddalore as well as administering
religious charities, it steered clear of many
financial bottlenecks,. with Dr. Rama-
swamy in the driver’s seat. It must be said
to his credit that the Chellammal Women’s

_College in Madras, set up by the Pachai-
yappa’s Trust Board gained the status ofa
post-graudate institution with the M.A.
degree coursein Tamil to start with, owing
to sustained initiative and efforts made by
him.

Dr. Ramaswamy’s interest in the
growth, expansion and development of
the Annamalai University has been not a
whit less than that of his esteemed grand-
father and father. During his lifetime, Dr.
Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, the great
founder of the University, the University
attained attractive stature as, in the words
of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru “a great seat
of Tamil Culture and Tamil Learning
together with science and modern know-
ledge.” When Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah
Chettiar succeeded his father as Pro-
Chancellor, he with his experience as a
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celebrated public figure, gave the Univer-
sity new dimensions and new goals. He
maintained a fine balance between the
Humanities and the Sciences, between
teaching and research, between theoreti-
cal and practical studies. New Depart-
ments of Studies, a particularly in the
domains of Agriculture, Engineering and
Technology, Law, Distance Education
and Medicine cameé to be added which
embellished the image of the University
admirably. With his wonted wisdom and
foresight he encouraged his son Dr. .
Ramaswamy to acquaint himself with the
functioning of the University by visiting it
periodically in connection with some
event or other. The latter took an active
part along with the Rajah Saheb in the
Silver Jubilee (1955) and Golden Jubilee
(1979) Celebrations of the University. As
President of the Indian Hockey Federa-
tion he addressed the University under the
Presidentship of the then Vice-Chancellor
Dr. S. Chandrasekhar. Speaking on
“Sport in India”, he gave vent to his
thoughts in such an outspoken, incisive
and discussive manner that his presen-
tation was warmly applauded as one of
the most compendious and masterly
speeches ever made on Indian sports.
Thirumathi M.A.M. Ramaswamy who
accompanied him gave away the prizes to
the winners in the Intramural sports held
on that occasion.

Another visit of Dr. Ramaswamy to the
University was on 22nd February 1979
when he declared open the Kalai Arangam
in the Engineering College campus, with
Thiru Justice B.S. Somasundaram, Vice-
Chancellor, presiding.

When the University was in the grip of
an unhappy crisis in 1980 as a sequal to
the pressing of certain demands by the



teaching and non-teaching staff, Dr.
Ramaswamy stood by his father stead-
fastly and assisted him ably in extending
due guidance and advice to the then Vice-
Chancellor Prof. S.V. Chittibabu for re-
solving the ticklish issues amicably. There
was grace, dignity and consideration in
every gesture of his.

When in December 1983, the Association
of Indian Universities held its 59th
Annual Conference at Annamalainagar,
accepting theinvitation of the University,
Dr. Ramaswamy represented the Pro-
Chancellor, Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah
Chettiar, who was at that time indisposed,
and released some of the publications of
the Association. His speech on that occa-
sion was greatly appreciated, for it gave
evidence of his intelligent grasp of the
crucial role played by Universities in
building national integration, producti-
vity, secularism, socialism and scientific
temper. His hosting a grand banquet for
the visiting Vice-Chancellors gave them a
taste of the royal hospitality of the Chetti-
nad family.

It was in 1984 that Dr. Rajah Sir
Muthiah Chettiar’s health began to de-
cline, though he courageously held on and
his brilliant and eventful life came to an
end on 12th May 1984, thereby closing an
epoch-making chapter in the annals of
the University. When the University was
grief-stricken with his passing away, the
Chancellor His Excellency Thiru S.L.
Khurana on the advice of the then Hon’ble
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, Dr. M.G.
Ramachandran, appointed Dr. Rama-
swamy as Founder-Pro-Chancellor of the
University, under Sec. 2(c) of the Anna-
malai University Act in succession to his
revered father, on 1st June 1984. The
University authorities naturally felt a

sense of rejoicing over the appointment. In
this connection the Syndicate passed the
following resolution atits meeting held on
23rd June 1984.

“ The Syndicate is profoundly delighted over
the appointment of Dr. M.AM. Rama-
swamy as Founder-Pro-Chancellor by the
Chancellor, His Excellency Thiru S.L.
Khurana, in succession to his beloved
father, Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar of
Chettinad. It deems it a privilege to extend
to him its heartfelt greetings and felicita-
tions on the coveted distinction conferred on
him. It looks forward to yet another era of
all-round growth and development of the
University under his dynamic, inspiring
and masterly guidance.”

Ever since his assumption of the Pro-
Chancellorship of the University, Dr.
M.A.M. Ramaswamy has shown that his
mind and heart are set on adding a
resplendent chapter to the long family
record, more than a hundred years old, by
his personal and princely gifts to all fine
causes viz., promotion and fostering of
ancient as well as modern learning, en-
couragement of art and literature, music
and sports, and furthering of movements
for social service and social advancement.
His philanthropy has been indeed catholic
in its range and fabulous in its quality.
Theinterest he evinces and the dedication,
zeal and loving care with which he looks-
after the development and progress of the
University in many fields of activity will
be obvious to any visitor when he goes
round its campus and sees the admirable
advancement made in all branches of
learning.

During thelast five and half years of his
Pro-Chancellorship, Dr. Ramaswamy has
seen to it that an impressive variety of
post-graduate and diploma courses have
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been introduced, thereby indicating his
pursuit of a vigorous policy of innovation,
experimentation, dissemination and ex-
tension of learning and service. The most
important among them are the M.A.
courses in Development Studies, Applied
Economics, M.Sc., courses in Bio-Chemis-
try, Organic Chemistry, Inorganic Chemi-
stry, Physical Chemistry and Coastal
Aquaculture, Master of Computer Appli-
cations and Master of Library and Infor-
mation Science course, Master of Dental
Science courses in different specialities,
B.Sc., Nursing and B.Pharm., courses,
B.E. Computer Science, M.E. Geo-Tech-
nical Engineering and M.Sc. Agricultural
Economics courses. Under Distance Edu-
cation Scheme, courses in Banking
Law and Practice, General Law, Energy
Studies, Co-operative Management, Con-
struction Management, Maintenance
Management, Business Management,
Materials Management, Production
Management, Systems Analysis and Data
Processing, Automobile Technology,
Farm Equipment and Maintenance,
Paddy Processing Technology, Repro-
graphy etc., have been offered so as to
cater to the tastes and needs of the varying
segments of student population. The
Faculties of Arts, Science, Indian Lan-
guages, Engineering and Technology,
Education, Fine Arts, Agriculture, Medi-
cine and Dentistry, have all been streng-
thened with new Departments added to
the already existing ones and each one of
them has spectacular achievements to
its credit. The University is really inter-
national with the students drawn from
every part of India and from Sri Lanka,
Malaysia, Singapore, Nigeria, Mauritius,
South Africa, Saudi Arabia, U.S.A. and
other countries. Because of the persistent
efforts of Dr. Ramaswamy, the Directorate
of Physical Education has burgeoned into
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a model one with a fully-equipped
Research Laboratory and a Gymnasium,
besides a most attractive Tennis complex.
At his instance, the Directorate has been
periodically conducting various Inter-
Departmental and Inter-University tour-
naments and participating in national
games and sports and also in All India
Ranking Tournments in Tennis. He exults
in motivating and encouraging outstand-
ing sportsmen of the University by
honouring them with cash awards as
well as giving them special preference
in the matter of admissions to pro-
fessional courses like Medicine, Dentistry,
Engineering, Agriculture and Business
Administration. For instance, Thiru
Ananda Natarajan now doing his
B.Pharm. course has received the Pro-
Chancellor’s special commendation for
his sterling performances in the recent
Inter-University Athletic Competitions,
the World University Meet at Teheran,
and South Asian Athletic Meet at
Islamabad.

Dr. Ramaswamy’s most spectacular
achievement is his fulfilment of the most
cherished dream of his father Dr. Rajah
Sir Muthiah Chettiar, viz., the establish-
ment of a Medical College. With volcanic
energy and prodigious zeal, he went about
the task and succeeded in starting the
Medical College as a self-financing insti-
tution in August 1985, with an initial
intake of 75 students which has since been
increased to 125 in 1989-90. About 200
acres of additional land have been
acquired to accommodate the Rajah
Muthiah Institute of Health Sciences, -
comprising the Medical and Dental
Colleges, the Teaching Hospital, Hostels,
Playgrounds and. Quarters for all cate-
gories of staff. Eight Departments in
various disciplines constitute the Institute



Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy with Dr. Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi,
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu



and it was due to his relentless efforts that
the services of eminent Professors, well
qualified Readers and Lecturers and duly
trained Tutors, supported adequately by
non-clinical and para-medical staff have
been secured in good time for providing
quality instruction and practical training
to the medical and dental students. The
imposing and magnificent building which
houses the Institute has been constructed
ata cost of about Rs.4 crores. And this was
declared open by His Excellency the
Rashtrapathi, Shri R. Venkataraman on
28th April 1988. A 300-bed Hospital equi-
pped with a modern Operation Theatre,
sophisticated surgical instruments and
monitoring and intensive care units was
commissioned by His Excellency Dr. P.C.
Alexander Governor of Tamil Nadu on the
same day. By using his good offices, Dr.
Ramaswamy has secured the cooperation
of the Chairman of the Neyveli Lignite
Corporation who has been pleased to
allow the students of the medical college to
have their clinical training in their well-
maintained hospital. The use of Govern-
ment Hospitals at Chidambaram and
Cuddalore has also been permitted by the
Government of Tamil Nadu. Plans for a
full-fledged Teaching Hospital providing
750 beds in the University campus itself
have been drawn and construction work is
in progress. In deference to the wishes of
Dr. Ramaswamy, the South India Corpo-
ration, the Rani Meyyammai Achi Edu-
cational Trust and the Rajah Muthiah
Educational Trust, all of which are func-
tioning under his directorial control, built
and gifted to the University two Hostels,
one for men students and the other for
women students of the Rajah Muthiah
Institute of Health Sciences.

Like his father, Dr. Ramaswamy has
spared no pains in his encouragement of

research and consultancy on innovative
lines. The research activities in the
various Departments of the University
have been intensified and it is heartening
to note that more than three hundred
research scholars have so far been able to
earn their M.Phil,, and doctoral degrees.
One commendable feature is the close and
constant liaison which the Faculties of
Science, Engineering and Technology and
Agriculture have with industries in abun-
dant measure by way of practical training
and research. Several National Confer-
ences, Seminars, Symposia, Workshops
and Colloquia have been successfully
organised by different Departments. The
faculty members areliberally permitted to
attend National and International Con-
ferences and present their research
papers. All these have been rendered
possible because of the personal interest
evinced by the Pro-Chancellor in such
academic endeavours.

The growth and development of the
Distance Education Wing of the Uni-
versity have been accelerated on the
advice of Dr. Ramaswamy with the intro-
duction of several job-oriented courses.
The B.Ed., course which is the most
popular one offered under Distance Edu-
cation and availed of by thousands of
students, is now made available to tea-
chers in Gulf countries also. It is only the
Annamalai University which has set up
nine Study Centres in different parts of
India and provided them with libraries
and audio-video facilities which immen-
sely benefit the wide-spread student
clientele of Distance Education. The
setting up of a big Printing Press with
sophisticated machines and accessories
has been able to meet the mounting needs
of not only the Distance Education wing
but also the Administration.
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Improving student amehities, streng-
thening the National Service Scheme,
enriching the Environment, implement-
ing the Adult Education and Extension
programmes enriching the University
Library, expanding construction activi-
ties, widening roads, bettering water
supply and electrical works — these have
been some of the significant schemes
operationalised under the direction and
supervision of the Pro-Chancellor.

Dr. Ramaswamy is genuinely interested
in the weal and welfare of the staff —
teaching and non-teaching and as such
he has been doing everything possible to
maintain a healthy relation between the
administration and the staff. He has been
quick to redress their grievances, if any,
and fulfil all their reasonable demands
viz., improvement of their salary scales,
enhancement of dearness allowances,
leave travel concessions, pensionary
benefits etc. Special mention needs to be
made of (1) the implementation of the
U.G.C. and AICTE. scales of pay, (2) pay-
ment of arrears to the staff consequent on
the adoption of the higher start of
Rs.1,100/-, (3) increased dearness allo-
wances to all the staff and pensioners as
per Government Orders issued from time
to time, (4) merit promotion of teachers,
(5) liberalisation of ‘on duty’ leave,
(6) sanction of interim relief, (7) revision
of wages for the N.M.R. staff and the hostel
employees, and (8) creation of several
posts of Professors, Readers and Lec-
turers. In taking care of the larger
interests of the staff and students with
mature understanding, considerateness
and a sense of discernment, Dr. Rama-
swamy has undoubtedly proved his mettle
that he is as deeply devoted and dedicated
to the Annamalai University as his un-
forgettable grandfather and father and is
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determined to raise the stature of the
University as a veritable mansion of ideas
and idealism seeking and cultivating new
knowledge, innovative skills and moral
values, engaging itself energetically and
fearlessly in the task of upholding truth
and excellence and providing the right
kind of leadership in all walks of life.

Dr. Ramaswamy’s interest in the Tamil
Isai Sangam has not a whit been affected
by his being involved in the University
and other varied activities. He plays a
participatory role in the affairs of the
Sangam both at Madras and Madurai. He
got the statue of his father Dr. Rajah Sir
Muthiah Chettiar recently installed with-
in the precincts of the Rajah Muthiah
Manram, Madurai and had it unveiled by
no less a personage than the Hon’ble Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu, Dr. Kalaignar
Karunanidhi. He has a trained ear for
music. To him the thoughtof, what Roman
Rolland says, the eternal efflorescence of
music is a comforting one and comes as a
sweet messenger of peace in the midst of
his multi-farious chores. He extends his
fulsome support to musicians of renown,
encourages research and arranges for the
publication of musical treatises. Under his
management the Rani Seethai Achi Hall
situated at Gemini Corner in Anna Salai
has become a popular centre for cultural
activities like dramas, dance recitals and
musical concerts. What is more, he has
made it a nine-storeyed building, thereby
making it a prominent landmark in
Madras City.

Somuch of what is best in us is bound up
in our love of family, and it remains the
measure of our stability because it
measures our sense of loyalty. In this
respect Dr. Ramaswamy is one who loves
and regards his family with an inward



feeling of personal devotion. He was a
dutiful son to his father, whose words were
alaw unto him. He respected him so much
that he deemed it a privilege to carry out
his orders and wishes faithfully. His love
for his elder brother, the late Kumara
Rajah M.A.M. Muthiah, was unbounded,
intense and deep. The qualities that
endeared the Kumara Rajah to him as
much as to others were his simplicity,
accessibility, suavity and generosity. Asa
captain of industry, commezce and bank-
ing the former was known for his rare
grasp of economic and financial problems.
As a member of the Pachaiyappa’s Trust
Board he rendered meritorious service for
its growth. He was a liberal patron of
sporting and cultural activities. With
dignity and poise he was wiser than his
years. So when such a brother suddenly

passed away at the premature age of forty,
it gave Dr. Ramaswamy the shock of his
life and caused him such irrepressible
grief that it took many many years for him
to overcomeit. The one consolation he has
now is that his sister-in-law Kumararani
Meena Muthiah whom he respects greatly
is there to give him valuable advice and
wise guidance when needed. In this con-
nection it needs to be said that the
Kumararani herself, a graduate of the
Madras University with a B.Ed. degree to
boot, is devoting her thoughtful efforts,
affluence and influence to the cause of
education. Apart from being the Secretary-
Correspondent of the Rani Meyyammai
Achi Higher Secondary School for Girls,
Rajah Annamalaipuram, she runs a
model school named Chettinad Vidya-
shram with classes from the LKG.
onwards. She is putting up an elegant
building for housing the Vidyashram
when it flowers into a full-fledged Matri-
culation School. She has set up an
excellent “Chitrakootam” called the

Kumararajah Muthiah School of Tradi-
tional Arts and Crafts which exhibits
some of the rarest paintings of the
Thanjavur style of art all collected by
herself. She has an adopted son, Thiru
M.A.M. Annamalai who has been given
the responsibility to manage some of
the business concerns of the Chettinad
Family.

Dr. Ramaswamy is happily married to
his uncle’s daughter. Thirumathi Sigapi
Ramaswamy a graduate of the Madras
University is a lady of charming humility,
with an alert mind, well informed and
refined in her tastes. Not only as a devoted
wife but also as a resourceful helpmate,
she gives the home design, beauty and
order and takes delight in discharging all
the social obligations that devolve on her.
One sees in her great simplicity and
restraint in furnishings and ornaments,
with skill in selection and arrangement.
She is very much interested in education,
particularly women’s education. She helps
her husband in ably administering the
Rani Meyyammai Hostel for Women,
which is situated opposite to the Ethiraj
College for Women, Madras. Her zest for
music and relish for art testify to her
cultured attitude to life.

Dr. Ramaswamy has extensively tra-
velled in Europe, the UK. the U.S.A,, Japan,
Malaysia and several other countries. As
such he has a cosmopolitan outlook and is
conversant with the nuances of the varied
cultures of the world. With his mental
horizons widened, and his knowledge of
the world around him deepened, he is
gentle and soft-spoken without thé touch
of the theatrical. There is an old-world
charm in the way he treats his friends and
helps them in times of need without the
ostentatious display of his bounteousness.
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As President of the presitigious Cosmo-
politan Club and the Presidency Club,
Madras his esprit de corps is captivating.
Whatever work he takes up is done with
great zeal and finesse. His courtesy,
bonhomie and entertaining disposition
have secured for him a large and ever
increasing circle of friends who belong to
all parties, and all classes of people and
are spread all over the country.

Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy speaks and
conducts himselfin a manner befitting the
high status he enjoysin society. Thereis a
stamp of authority in his utterance and he
stands firm and does not brook indisci-
pline. But then he does not say anything
despicable or vulgar to any kind of person.
He has a penchant for minute details and
will not take things for granted. One of his
prominent characteristics is the meti-
culous thoroughness with which he plans
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and executes. His sportsman-like traits of
character have endeared him to the young
and old, the rich and poor alike and have
made him simply adorable. His urbanity,
physical stamina, intellectual robustness,
emotional poise, religious zeal and above
all, his ‘never say die’ attitude — qualities
that have made him a master in the
demanding art of management and orga-
nisation — equip him quite well for the
noble mission of moulding and fashioning
the destiny of the Annamalai University
in such a way as to make it scale new
heights of glory and distinction.

May it be given to the University to reap
rich benefits by the golden counsel, pur-
poseful guidance and insightful direction
of Dr. M\AAM. Ramaswamy for many
many more years to come and stand out as
a unique torch-bearer, radiating lustre,
learning and love in this land of ours.



Tributes to
Dr. MAM. Ramaswamy

Hon’ble R. VENKATARAMAN

Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy has distinguished himself in many walks of life. He
is associated with Commerce and Industry as also with many public and
charitable institutions in Tamil Nadu. He was conferred Doctor of Literature
(Honoris Causa) by the Annamalai University for his outstanding contribution
in the field of sports.

Dr. P.C. ALEXANDER

I have very pleasant memories of my associations with Annamalai
University both as a member of the staff and research student. I also had the
privilege of serving on the Senate and Academic Council of the University and
knowing Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar personally over several years. I have
no: doubt that Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy will make valuable contributions to the
all-round progress of the University following the traditions of his illustrious
father and grandfather.

His Excellency Thiru P. RAMACHANDRAN

Dr. M.A M. Ramaswamy is a distinguished personality, a man of many-sided
achievements. His interests embrace almost the entire gamut of life, ranging
from industry to sports, from commerce to administration, from culture to
religion and from education to philanthropy.

Honour and recognition have come to Dr. Ramaswamy in abundance. The
latest is his appointment as Founder Pro-Chancellor of the Annamalai
University. This elevation is at once a recognition of the role of Dr.
Ramaswamy’s family in building up an outstanding seat of higher learning and
of his abiding interest in the advancement of education. Dr. Ramaswamy is
indeed a worthy successor to two preceding generations who founded and
presided over the destinies of the University.
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Justice T. RAMAPRASADA RAO

Heritage, noble tradition and noble thoughtfulness are the three privileged
qualifications of Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy. He has rightly inherited these three
tenets and knowing him we are all assured that in the sands of time to come he
will imprint his footsteps thereon by making indelible impressions of progress in
the educational field. Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy is fully conscious of his own “self
effort” and his link with pure consciousness which is worshipped by him as the
lasting basis of his being. Such constant remembrance of this truth recoups him
often. His mind is saturated with the glory permeating the universe and it is
such awareness which makes him free from all problems in life. Dr. M.A.M.
Ramaswamy has nurtured in himself a willing mind which, as is said, is an
inexhaustible vesselthat is ever giving and never denying. He has striven hard,
he has saved enough to be generous and charitable and he has served to the
utmost. The noble maxim carved out in the Chettinad Palace, namely ‘Strive,
Save and Serve’ has been fully and gloriously implemented by him.

Justice S. MOHAN
It was Longfellow who said: “Noble by birth and. Nobler by greater deeds”

Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy so well fits these words. In the field of sports he had
enormous achievements. Single handedly he made the Indian Hockey Team to
win the World Hockey Cup in Kuala Lumpur. As a Sheriff of Madras, he left an
impressive record.

For three generations the Chettinad family has devoted itself to the cause of
education. Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar was responsible for the edifice of
this University, his illustrious son, Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar saw to the
glory of the University. I have not the slightest doubt, the equally illustrious Dr.
M.A.M. Ramaswamy will carry the torch forward and make this University a
place of light, learning and liberty.

Justice M.M. ISMAIL

I am familiar with the indefatigable energy and enormous enthusiasm of
Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy and now that he has been appointed as Founder Pro-
Chancellor' of the University, I have no doubt in my mind that he will turn that
energy and enthusiasm in the direction of further strengthening the solid
foundation and the strong structure that has been built thereon, by his illustrious
grandfather and father.
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Prof. S.V. CHITTIBABU

Dr. M.A.M. has been an extraordinarily enthusiastic promoter of sports both
at the State and National levels, leave alone his involvement in international
sports organisations. His attachment to the turf for long and his winning more
than hundred ‘classics’ in horseracing deserve poetic panegyrics. It is the
sportsman-like traits of character in him that have endeared him to the young
and the old alike and have made him simply adorable.

Dr. M.AM. is only too well aware that a new academic culture has emerged
in the scenario of higher education today, a culture that is oriented to changed
ways of working, loving and living and is getting accoutred to respond to the
rhythms of tomorrow. And fortunately he has this physical stamina, intellectual
grit, emotional poise, religious fervour and what is more, the spirit of
humaneness and humanness needed to grapple with any problem however
frightening or challenging and solve it with uncanny insight and an amazing
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sense of discernment. We can hopefully look forward to his setting in motion,
what Alvin Toffler refers to as the ‘Third Wave’ of adroit expansion and striking
growth in the exploratory voyage of the University into the unchartered realms
of ever widening thought and action.
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Dr. JAGDISH NARAIN

The AIU is happy that Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy has assumed the office as
Pro-Chancellor of the Annamalai University. The contributions of his illustrious
father Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar are too well known. We are confident
that under the dynamic leadership of Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy, Annamalai
University will make rapid strides as a centre of excellence in higher education
and research.
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Prof. Rm. Sethunarayanan
Vice-Chancellor

Prof. Rm. Sethunarayanan is presently
the Vice-Chancellor of the University. He
was born on the 6th of March 1924.
Securing his B.E. (Hons) Degree with
flying colours from the Annamalai
University in 1949, he went to Imperial
College of Science and Technology,

- London, for his Post-graduate studies and
research. He obtained the Diploma of this
College, as well as the M.Sc. Engg. Degree
of the London University. His thesis for
the latter Degree, which received high
commendation, was on Pre-stressed
Beams, leading to his evolving an analy-
tical equation, named after him. His
undergoing special courses on Bridge-
Design and Shell Structurein UK. greatly
enriched his professional competence.
Many of his scientific papers presented at
seminars and conferences on Material
Technology and Pre-stressed Concrete
Structures and on problems relating to
Structural Engineering have since
appeared in several national and inter-
national journals. Starting his teaching
career as a Lecturer in Civil and Struc-
tural Engineering in his own Alma Mater,
Prof. Sethunarayanan became a Reader,
then a Professor, and finally the Dean of
the Faculty of Engineering and Techno-
logy in a service-span of 37 years. In due
regard and love for him, his old students
spread all over the world, have honoured
him by instituting an Endowment of Rs.
75,000/~ in his name, on the occasion of
his 61st Birthday Celebrations, to help
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poor and meritorious engineering students
with awards of scholarships and prizes
every year, at the University.

Under a project, sponsored by the
Ministry of Food and Agriculture, Govern-
ment of India, Prof. Sethunarayanan, as
Principal Investigator, devised a new
process for the manufacture of low cost
cementitious material from paddy husk
and even constructed a model house for
the Low Income Group using this product.
As a follow-up of this successful effort, he
is now engaged in research on ‘“Rural
Housing.”He was the architect of the
Material Testing, Soil Testing and Struc-
tures Laboratory of the University. Prof.
Sethunarayanan was associated with the
Annamalai University Engg. & Techno-
logy Journal for a number of years. Asits
Editor he enhanced the quality of its
service. He was a source of inspiration for
many of his students to earn their M.E.
and Ph.D. Degrees. As Dean of Students’
Welfare, Warden of the Engineering
Hostels, Director of Youth Activities, Staff
Adviser of the Social Service League and
Member of the N.S.S. Advisory Committee,
he was instrumental in channelling the
interests and energies of students into
meaningful and challenging pursuits.

The Vice-Chancellorship of Prof. Sethu-
narayanan has witnessed the inaugura-
tion of the Rajah Muthiah Institute of
Health Sciences, by His Excellency Thiru



R. Venkataraman, President of India, and
the construction of the Medical College
Hospital, two new Hostels for the Medical
College students, the Golden Jubilee
Administrative Block, new Staff Quarters
and a new University Guest House for
which his expert technical advice has
been most valuable.

Prof. Sethunarayanan is widely tra-
velled and the countries visited by him so

far include Sri Lanka, Burma, South
Africa, the United Kingdom, Germany,
France, Italy, Switzerland, Belgium, the
United States, Singapore and Malaysia.

Prof. Sethunarayanan is wisely guiding
the University in its endeavours to meet
the emerging changes and challenges of
today in the realm of higher education.
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Former Vice-Chancellors

The Annamalai University enjoyed a
very unique tradition and privilege. It
has had a distinguished line of Vice-
Chancellors, eminent men in their own
right and invariably well-known orators
in English, guiding the destinies of the
University from its very inception.

Sir Samuel E. Runganadhan

MA. LES., D.Litt.
Vice Chancellor, 1929-1935

Sir Samuel E. Runganadhan was the
first Vice Chancellor of the University,
from 1929 to 1935. He was born on the 30th
of December 1877, and was educated at the
Presidency College, Madras. He entered
the Indian Educational Service in 1921,
and made a mark as a distinguished
scholar and speaker. He was Professor
of English at the Presidency College,
Madras, before he assumed office as Vice
Chancellor of Annamalai University in
1929. Sir Runganadhan represented the
University at the Congress of the Univer-
sities of the Empire at Edinburgh in 1931.
He was the Vice Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Madras from 1937 to 1940, and was
elected during this period as Chairman of
the Indian Inter-University Board. Later,
he became Adviser to the Secretary of
State for India in U.K., and served in that
capacity till 1943. Earlier, in 1942, he went
to Canada as a Delegate to the Institute of
Pacific Relations. Soon after, he was
chosen as the High Commissioner for
India in London, and distinguished him-
self as a successful diplomat during World
War II.
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Sir Runganadhan led the Indian Dele-
gation to the International Labour Con-
ferences in Paris and Montreal, respec-
tively in 1945 and 1946, and later in the
same year to the Paris Peace Conference.
Earlier in 1945, he was sent as the Indian
Delegate to the Preparatory Commission
of the United Nations Organisation and
again in 1946, to the general Assembly of .
the United Nations.

As the first Vice Chancellor, Sir Runga-
nadhan saw to it that the Faculty of Arts
and Languages was established on a firm
footing and appointed eminent Professors
and Faculty Members. During his period of
office, a number of buildings like the Sastri
Hall, the Administrative Buildings, the
Guest House, and residential quarters for
the Staff came up.

On the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of
the University, in recognition of his long
and distinguished service Sir. Runga-
nadhan was honoured with a D.Litt
Degree (Honoris Causa).



The Rt. Hon'ble V.S. Srinivasa Sastri
P.C., CH., LLD.

Vice Chancellor, 1935-1940

The Rt. Hon’ble V.S. Srinivasa Sastri
succeeded Sir Samuel Runganadhan as
Vice Chancellor, in 1935 and held that
high office till 1940. He was born on the
22nd of September 1869, and was educated
at the Government Arts College, Kumba-
konam. He distinguished himself as a
speaker and orthoepist in English, to the
envy of many an Englishman, and was
well known as the Headmaster of the
Hindu High School, Triplicane, Madras.
In 1907, he joined the Servants of India
Society, founded by Gokhale, and
succeeded to the Presidentship of the
Society, from 1915 to 1927.

From 1913 to 1916, he was a Member of
the Madras Legislative Council, and was
later elected to the Imperial Legislative
Council to represent Madras Presidency,
for four years. He was a Member of the
South Borough Committee, and gave evi-
dence before the Joint Parliamentary
Committee on the Reform Bill of 1919. He
represented India at the Imperial Con-
ference, in 1921, and again at the meeting
of the League of Nations in Geneva, and at
the Washington Conference, on the re-
duction of naval armament. Soon after, he
was appointed Privy Councillor. He was
presented with the Freedom of the City of
London.

As therepresentative of the Government
of India, the Rt. Hon’ble Sastri toured the
Dominions, in 1921. He delivered the

Kanda Lectures at the Calcutta University
on “The Rights and Duties of Indian
Citizenship” which were later published.

The Rt. Hon’ble Sastri was to have been
the first Vice Chancellor of the Annamalai
University, when it was founded in 1929.
But in deference to Gandhiji’s wishes, he
accepted the post of the Agent General in
South Africa. The meritorious service he
rendered there to Indians had since
become part of history. In 1929, he was
appointed a Member of the Royal Com-
mission on Labour. Six years later, he
succeeded Sir Samuel Runganadhan as
Vice Chancellor of the Annamalai Uni-
versity and served till 1940.

As Vice Chancellor the Rt. Hon’ble
Sastri used to teach every Friday English
usage and pronunciation, to a large and
enthusiastic gathering of both students
and teachers. His distinguished pronun-
ciation was a source of delight and inspi-
ration to many, who aspired to learn
public speaking. During his period of
office, the Faculty of Science was esta-
blished. Tamil, Tamil Music, and Sanskrit
enjoyed pride of place, and scholars of
repute were chosen to guide the destinies of
these Departments of Study. A fine Guest
House, a number of new hostel buildings
and the Ladies Club and residential
quarters for the Staff came into being.

The Rt. Hon’ble Sastri died on the 17th
of March, 1946.
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Sir Kurma Venkata Reddi Nayudu

Kr., K.C.LE., D.Litr.
Vice Chancellor, 1940-1942

Sir K.V. Reddi Nayudu was the third
Vice Chancellor of the University, from
1940 to 1942. He was born in 1875, and was
educated at the Arts College, Rajah-
mundry, the Madras Christian College,
and the Law College, Madras.

Sir K.V. Reddy led in 1919, the Non-
Brahmin Deputation to the Joint Parlia-
mentary Committee on Indian Constitu-
tional Reforms. In 1920, he became a
Member of the Imperial Legislative
Council, and a Member of the Madras
Legislative Council for six years from
1920. Between 1920 and 1923, he was also
Minister for Agriculture in the Madras
Government, during the first Diarchic
Government, under the Montfort Act. He
was a Member of the Senate of the Uni-
versity of Madras for a term, and was also

on the Syndicate of the Andhra Univer-
sity. He was the Indian Delegate to the
Assembly at Geneva, in 1928. He
succeeded the Rt. Hon’ble V.S. Srinivasa
Sastri, as the Agent-General to the
Government of India in South Africa.

Sir K.V. Reddi was appointed a Member
of the Executive Council of the Governor of
Madras, in 1936, and later, he was the
Chief Minister of Madras in the Interim
Ministry. He remained Vice Chancellor of
the Annamalai University until 1942,
when his health failed. His office wit-
nessed the holding of the Tamil Isai
Conferences, in 1941, to focus attention on
the importance and revival of Tamil Isai.
which was so dear to the Founder.

Sir K.V. Reddi died on the 10th of
September 1942.



Prof. M. Ruthnaswamy
MA., (Cantab.), Bar-ar-Law;, C.LE., K.CS.G.

Vice Chancellor, 1942-1948

Mr. M. Ruthnaswamy was born on the
15th of August 1885. After education at the
St. Joseph’s College, Tiruchirapalli, and
Nizam’s College, Hyderabad, he obtained
his M.A. Degree from Downing College,
Cambridge, and his Barrister’s Degree
from Gray’s Inn, London.

Mr. Ruthnaswamy began as an Assis-
tant Professor of English at Baroda
College, and later came over to Madras. He
joined the Pachaiyappa’s College as Pro-
fessor of History, and rose to become its
~ Principal, from 1921 to 1927. During this
period, he was chosen for sometime as a
Councillor of the Madras Corporation and
also as a Member of the Madras Legis-
lative Council. He became the President of
the Council for a year in 1925, and in 1927,
a Member of the
Assembly. For thirteen years (1930-42), he
was a Member.of the Madras Public
Service Commission. He served the Indian
Catholic Association of Madras as its
President, and was invited to deliver the
Sir William Meger Lectures for 1937 at the
University of Madras. He was Vice-
Chancellor of the Annamalai University
for two terms, from 1942 to 1948.

Central Legislative’

Prof. Ruthnaswamy was a reputed
scholar, a distinguished and a gifted after-
dinner-speaker. He was listened to with
great respect and admiration, both for the
content of his lectures and for the impec-
cable way he spoke English. During his
period of office, the Faculty of Engineering
and Technology was formed. The Travan-
core and Sekkizhar Hostels, additions to
the Physics and Chemistry laboratories,
quarters for the Staff, and other new
buildings came up. The pay scales for the
teaching staff were revised. The Students’
Union functioned on a free and fair basis,
and served as a nursery for many talented
orators to be produced from the University,
who were successful later as Ministers and
politicians.

After his retirement, Prof. Ruthna-
swamy took up the editorship of Demo-
cracy and Tamil Nadu. He was a much
respected Member of the Rajya Sabha. His
selfless public-work was recognised by the
award of a C.IE. in 1930, a K.C.S.G. in
1937, and the conferment on him of the
Padmabhushan title, in 1968. The Anna-
malai University warmly felicitated him
on his 90th birthday, and remembered his
services. He died in 1976 at the age of
ninety one.
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Dr. 5.G. Manavala Ramanujam
MA. PhD(Lond), D.L.C.

Vice Chancellor, 1948-1951

Dr. S.G. Manavala Ramanujam suc-
ceeded Prof. Ruthnaswamy as Vice-
Chancellor of the University in 1948, and
held office till 1951. He was born on the
26th of August, 1893, and, he studied at the
Hindu High School, Triplicane, and the
Madras Christian College. He began his
professional career at this college in 1916,
as Lecturerin Zoology and served there till
1925. Later, he went to London for higher
studies and research at the Imperial
College of Science from where he took his
Ph.D. Degree in 1927. He was appointed
Professor of Zoology at the Presidency
College, Madras of which he was also the
Principal for two years from 1946.

Dr. Manavala Ramanujam was a

Member of the Board of Studies in Zoology
and Member of the Syndicate of the
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Annamalai University till he
appointed Vice Chancellor in 1948.

was

Dr. Manavala Ramanujam, brought to
bear upon the administration of the Uni-
versity his vision as a scholar-humanisi-
disciplinarian. He introduced many mea-
sures to enforce discipline in the hostels,
and paid great attention to improving the
quality of the teaching faculty. A number
of new laboratories in the Engineering
Department came into being. He stressed
the importance of research in the Uni-
versity, and gave filip to it, especially in
the Sciences. He laid out plans and
obtained sanction from the Government
for the underground drainage system. He
caused the installation of a clock in the
long vacant tower constructed for housing
it. He died in May, 1982.



Dr. R.K. Shanmukham Chetty

BA, BL, DLitt.
Vice Chancellor, 1951-1953

Dr. R.K. Shanmukham Chetty was born
on the 17th of October, 1892. After a
brilliant educational career, and securing
a degree in Law, he set up practice in
Coimbatore, but soon giving up his
practice, turned to politics and was elected
Vice-Chairman of the Coimbatore Muni-
cipality. He later entered the Madras
Legislative Council and subsequently
became Parliamentary Secretary to the
Rajah of Panagal for some time. He
became a member of the Central Legis-
lative Assembly in 1923, and distin-
guished himself as an effective speaker. He
was returned with a huge majority to the
Central Assembly, in 1925, with the
support of the Swarajya party, and served
as a whip, under the leadership of Motilal
Nehru. Though young, he impressed every
one as an able politician, and was elected
to the Presidentship of the Assembly in
1933. He maintained the high traditions of
this office, and distinguished himself by
his fearless and impartial rulings. In 1934,
he became the Dewan of Cochin where he
introduced many reforms, the most
notable among them was the establish-
ment of an elected legislative assembly
with a popular Ministry, the first of its
kind in the State. He was also responsible
for the creation of the Willingdon Island
and the Cochin Harbour which brought
prosperity to the State.

As one with a zeal for public work and a
capacity for lucid exposition of interna-
tional problems, Dr. Shanmukham Chetty
was invited to lead the Purchase Mission
of the Government of India. He created a
great impact in Ottawa, and later he

performed excellently well at the Mone-
tary Conference, Bretton Woods. He was
chosen by Prime Minister Nehru to be Free
India’s first Finance Minister, in 1947.
He achieved a major success in settling
the sterling balances. He relinquished his
ministership in 1948.

In fulfilment of the desire of the Founder,
Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, his
son, Dr. M.A.M. Muthiah Chettiar per-
suaded Dr. Shanmukham Chetty to accept
the Vice Chancellorship of the University,
as he was then free from the demands of
official duties.

Dr. Shanmukham Chetty assumed office
as Honorary Vice Chancellor, on the 20th
of November 1951. With vision and
wisdom, heintroduced several reforms. He
drew up schemes for building hostels and
expanding accommodation for the Engi-
neering and Technology Colleges. A
Tamil scholar himself, he formed a new
Department of Tamil Research, and took
keen interest in the propagation of Tamil
Isai. He encouraged the development of the
Department of Agriculture. The Faculty of
Science was formed during his period of
Office. He made education free for the
children of the members of the staff. He
reorganised the Students’ Union with a
view to avoiding the unsavoury happen-
ings, after the election of office bearers and
thus discouraged the involvement of
students in politics. As a wizard of finance,
he ensured the consolidation of the Uni-
versity on a sound financial basis.

Dr. Shanmukham Chetty resigned his
position in January 1953, owing to ill-
health, and he died a year after.
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Dr. Sir C.P. Ramswami Aiyar
K.CS.l.. KCIE., LLD, D.Lim.

Vice Chancellor, 1953-1955 & 1962-1965

Dr. Sir C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar had a
unique record of public service spread over
nearly half a century. After a brilliant
academic career, he joined the Bar at
Madras and very soon found himself at the
top of the profession. He was elected a
Fellow of the Madras University in 1912
and held the Fellowship for ten years.
From 1914 to 1919 he was one of the
trustees of the Pachaiyappa’s Trust Board.

He became Dewan of Travancore in
1938. His term of office was marked by
progress in the social, religious, industrial
and political Iife of the-State. The Temple-
Entry Proclamation, inspired and issued
by him, is a unique one in the history of our
country. Industrial and: technological
developments were not only initiated but
accomplished during his Dewanship of the
State. He founded the University of
Tranvancore.

In 1950, at the invitation of the British
Council he visited several Universities of
the United Kingdom,; in the following year,
he went to the United States as Visiting
Professor at the Academy of Asian Studies
in San Francisco. He also lectured in
Universities such as Stanford, California,
Oregon, Phoenix, Yale and Columbia. He
took charge as Vice Chancellor of the
Annamalai University on 26th January
1953. Then new courses such as Ore-
dressing, Drama, Painting and General
Education, and Departments of Rural,

Civic and Social Welfare, and Geology
were started; and the Faculties of Edu-
cation and Fine Arts were instituted. The
Agricultural Department received further
impetus.

In July 1954 Dr. C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar
took up the additional responsibility of the
Vice Chancellorship of the Benaras
Hindu University.

Dr. C.P Ramaswami Aiyar’s brilliance
and ‘reputation as scholar, speaker,
administrator, statesman, lover of the Arts
and world-traveller brought him back to
the University for a second term of Vice
Chancellorship, from November 1962 to
March 1965.

During his period of office, both earlier
and later, .the University registered a
phenomenal growth and progress. The
Silver Jubilee was celebrated and a
Special Convocation was held. The Rani
Seethai Achi Hostel was inaugurated, and
the Engineering and Technology Build-
ings were expanded. The P.E.N. Conference
was held. The Variorum Edition of
Kambaramayanam was begun. A sepa-
rate building to house the Faculty of
Edué¢ation was constructed, and it was
named after Dr. R.K. Shanmukham
Chetty. The drainage system for the
campus was initiated.

Dr. C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar died in 1966.



Mr. TM. Narayanaswamy Pillai
MA.,BL,

Vice-Chancellor, 1955-1961

Mr. T.M. Narayanaswamy Pillai was
born in the eighties of the nineteenth
century. He lived a full and active life till
his death in 1977, at the ripe age of 85. He
had a remarkable administrative and
public career as President of the Tiruchi-
rappalli District Board, Chairman of the
Tiruchi Municipality, Public Prosecutor,
Government Pleader, President of the
Hindu Religious Endowments Board,
Chairman of the Madras Public Service
Commission, Member of the Madras
Legislative Council, President of the
Tiruchi District Cooperative Central
Bank, etc.

Soon after the Silver Jubilee of the
University, Mr. Narayanaswamy Pillai
became Vice Chancellor and his period of
six years was marked by several achieve-
ments. The Departments created in his
regime included Linguistics, and Biology
and also a full-fledged Department of
Agriculture, and the Muthiah Polytechnic.
The Faculty of Education was re-orga-
nised. A hostel for women was opéned. The
drainage system was fully commissioned.
The Agriculture Farm, Sewage Farm and
Orchards were laid out. The Central
Instrumentation Laboratory was esta-

blished. Many new laboratories in the-

Engineering Departments came into
being.
Mr. Narayanaswamy Pillai attended

the Quinquennial Conference of the
Common  wealth  Universities, in
Montreal.

Mr. Narayanaswamy Pillai took
many steps to strengthen the Tamil
Research Department and appointed an
expert committee to advise it on the
editing of Kambaramayanam. A large
number of magnificent buildings came up
during his regime. Large grants were
received for various Departments from the
U.G.C. and State Governments.

He was President of the Tamil Isai

‘Sangam, Madras, fornearly a quarterofa

century and took personal interest in its
work. He was also a life-long and res-
pected friend of the Founders Dr. Rajah
Sir Annamalai Chettiar, and Dr. Rajah
Sir Muthiah Chettiar.

Mr. Narayanaswamy Pillai’s six years
of Vice Chancellorship were happy and
prosperous years for the University. In the
field of finance, he had the golden touch,
in intellectual matters a scholarly
approach, and in human relations, the gift
of understanding. His equable temper
helped him to achieve an all round deve-
lopment of the University.

On the occasion of his Sathabishekam,
on the 6th of September 1972, the
Syndicate of the Annamalai University
presented to him an Address of Felici-
tation.

Mr. Narayanaswamy Pillai died on the
23rd of May, 1977.
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Justice Mr. V. Subrahmanyam
Vice Chancellor, 1961-1962

Justice Mr. V. Subrahmanyam was
born in 1900, in the Tirunelveli District.
He graduated from the Presidency College,
Madras, in 1919, and later took the Law
Degree from the Law College. He was
enrolled as an Advocate of the Madras
High Court in 1922. He practised as a
lawyer in Tirunelveli till 1927. He was also
a member of the District Board, Tiru-
nelveli. He entered the judicial service in
1927 and was successively District Munsif,
Subordinate Judge, Principal Judge of the
City Civil Court, District and Sessions
Judge and Law Secretary to the Govern-
ment of Madras. Later he was appointed a
member of the All-India Railway Rates
Tribunal and the Judge of the Madras
High Court. On retirement from the Judi-
ciary, he became a member of the Syndi-
cate of the Annamalai University in 1960

60

and was appointed Vice Chancellor in
May 1961. Mr. V. Subrahmanyam was a
man of courage, conviction, determi-
nation and action. He was intolerant of
indiscipline anywhere, and did not
countenance ineptitude and indolence at
any level. He took swift, firm and fair
decisions as the Chief Executive of the
University. He loved Tamil and had an
abiding interest in the Tirukkural.

During Mr. Subrahmanyam’s period
of office, the Agriculture Department
became a full-fledged Faculty offering a
Degree Course in B.Sc. (Agriculture). The
Engineering Faculty and Muthiah Poly-
technic were further developed.

He died, while in Office, on October 24,
1962.



Justice Mr. P. Chandra Reddy
Vice Chancellor, 1966-1968

Mr. Palagani Chandra Reddy was en-
rolled as an Advocate of the Madras High
Court in August 1928, after obtaining his
law degree from the Madras Law College.

He worked in the Chambers of Mr.
P. Venkatramana Rao Naidu and was the
Crown Prosecutor in 1946.

He was appointed a Judge of the Madras
High Court of the composite Statein 1949.
When the Andhra Pradesh High Court
was constituted in 1954, after the forma-
tion of the Andhra State, he was the
seniormost Judge of that High Court, and
became Chief Justice in June 1958.

Mr. Chandra Reddy acted as Governor
of Andhra Pradesh in 1963 for a brief
period.

In 1964, he was appointed Chief Justice
of the Madras High Court. He acted as
Governor of Tamilnadu on three occasions.

Soon after retirement in the middle of
1966, Mr. Chandra Reddy was appointed

Vice Chancellor of the Annamalai Uni-
versity. He held office with distinction for
two years.

Mr. Reddy served on the Three-Member-
Centre-State Relations Committee, set up
by the Tamilnadu Government. He was
also Chairman of the Society for Pro-
tection of Children, for four years (1960
1964).

Mr. Reddy wrote a book entitled “Com-
mentary on Madras Hindu Religious
Endowment Act.”

As Vice Chancellor, Mr. Chandra Reddy
showed deep concern for the welfare of the
staff and students of the University. He
initiated action for the implementation of
the IV plan U.G.C Scales of pay, and for
the construction of an additional hostél-
block for the Engineering College. During
his period of office, the Vice President, Mr.
V.V. Giri visited the campus.

Mr. Chandra Reddy died on 7th October,
1976.
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Dr. S.P. Adinarayan

MA. Ph.D.(Lond.)
Vice Chancellor, 1969-1975

Educated at the Madras Christian
College, Madras, University College,
London, and Magdalen College, Oxford,
Dr. S.P. Adinarayan had a distinguished
academic career. He took his Master’s
Degree in Psychology from the London
University, studying and doing research
under Dr. J.C. Flugel. Subsequently he
took the M.Litt and Ph.D Degrees in
Psychology from the University of
Madras. He was the author of some well-
known books. He was also a popular short-
story writer. He was for some time Visiting
Professor of Psychology in US.A. After
serving in the Madras Christian College
as Professor of Philosophy for a number of
years, he joined the Annamalai Univer-
sity in 1957, as the Head of the Depart-
ment of Philosophy. He was elected to the
Syndicate the following year and soon
after became the Dean of the Faculty of
Arts. He acted as Deputy to the Vice-
Chancellor during the Vice Chancellor-
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ship of Dr. C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar and
Mr. P. Chandra Reddy, and was appointed
Vice Chancellor in August 1969. He took a
keen interest in the establishment and
progress of psychological studies in India.
He was Vice-Chancellor till August 13,
1975.

Dr. S.P. Adinarayan was a scholar,
thinker, speaker and writer and. a well-
known teacher. During his term of office,
several hostels like the Rani Meyyammai
Achi Hostel, the Research Students
Hostel, the Day Scholars’ Building,
Womens’ Waiting Room, the Post-
Graduates’ Hostel were constructed. A
large number of teachers were appointed
and all the Faculties were strengthened.
Additional blocks of buildings for the
Humanities and the Sciences, and the
Linguistics Building were constructed.

Dr. Adinarayan died on the 14th of
December, 1982.



Dr. S. Chandrasekhar

MA., Ph.D., DSc., DLitt, MD. DL, LLD.
Vice Chancellor, 1975-1978

Sripati Chandrasekhar, world renowned
demographer and family planning specia-
list, born in 1918, was educated at the
Madras Presidency College, London
School of Economics, Columbia and New
York Universities. He obtained his Ph.D.
in Demography from the New York Uni-
versity in 1944. On returning to India in
1947, he was appointed Professor and
Head of the Department of Economics, at
Annamalai University. From Annamalai
University he went to Paris where he was
Director of Demographic Research for
UNESCO.

In 1964, Dr. Chandrasekhar was elected

" to the Indian Parliament (Rajya Sabha),
and in 1967 was appointed Minister of
Health and Family Planning.

After resigning his ministerial position,

Dr. Chandrasekhar became a Fellow at

Beattelle “Think Tank” in Seattle,
Washington, in 1971. He has lectured at
conferences and universities in over 120
countries. He is a prolific author and a
gifted speaker, and has written profusely
on the population problem.

Dr. Chandrasekhar has delivered many
endowment and special lectures. He is the
recipient of various honours, including
honorary doctorates and distinguished
lectureships from Universities in the U.S.
and India. He was awarded the Watumull
Prize (Hawaii), the Kaufman Award
(Canada) and the Margaret Sanger Gold
Medal (Usa) for leadership in popu-
lation control. In his period, he introduced
a post-graduate course in Business
Management.
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Justice Mr. B.S. Somasundaram
B.A, B.L, D.Lim.

Vice Chancellor, 1978-1980

Born in the village of Batlagundu in
Madurai district, Justice Mr. B.S. Soma-
sundaram had his school education at the
Board High School and collegiate edu-
cation in the American College, Madurai,
and later in the Presidency College,
Madras. He took his Law degree from the
Madras Law College and got himself
enrolled as an advocate {1940. He was
appointed Public Prosecutor the very
same year, and later he was selected as
District Munsif, in the year 1944. His
experience in the judicial field for over 30
years found him holding different postsin
the Judiciary, as Sub Judge, Member,
Estates Abolition Tribunal, District
Magistrate, District and Sessions Judge,
Chief Presidency Magistrate, Madras,
Member, Sales Tax Appellate Tribunal,
State Transport Appellate Tribunal, and
Industrial Tribunal.

During the Chief Ministership of Dr.
C.N. Annadurai, he was on the One-Man-
Commission of Inquiry to investigate the
Student-Busmen clash. He was also
appointed the Special Tribunal to decide
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the dispute between labour and the
management of “The Hindu.” After
having served as District and Sessions
Judge in districts like Salem, Coimbatore
and Ramanathapuram, he was elevated to
the High Court in the year 1969 and he
held that post till September 1974. He was
appointed Member, the One-Man-Com-
mission of Inquiry, to probe into the firing
incidentsin the City of Madras when Tmt.
Indira Gandhi visited the City on 30th
October 1977.

As a Member of the Syndicate of Anna-
malai University, Justice B.S. Somasun-
daram was responsible for the introduc-
tion of the Faculty of Law in the Uni-
versity. Justice Mr. B.S. Somasundaram
became Vice Chancellor, on September 4,
1978. During his period of office, the
Directorate of Distance Education was
established, hostel for women students
was constructed, and the golden jubilee
was celebrated.

Justice B.S. Somasundaram died on
the 6th of September 1984.
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The Pro-Chancellor and the Vice-Chancellor, with the Members of the
Association of Indian Universities at a Conference in Annamalai
Nagar in 1983

Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy addressing the 59th Annual Meetipg of
the Association of Indian Universities at Annamalai University in
1983.



Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy declaring open the Gymnastic Hall

The Pro-Chancellor and the Vice-Chancellor watching a gymnast
in action



Mr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy with his father before the coveted World
Hockey Cup which India won



Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy declaring open the Annamalainagar Study
Centre at the Directorate of Distance Education. The Vice-Chancellor
looks on

Prof. K. Anbazhagan, Hon’ble Minister for Education declaring open
the Golden Jubilee Block. The Pro-Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor are

also seen
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Prof. 8.V. Chittibabu, Dr. Charles C. Smith, Prof. VR. Muthuveerappan and

Prof Rm. Sethunarayanan at the inauguration of the Indo-US Project on
Solar Drying Systems.
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Sir Samuel E. Runganadhan The Rt. Hon’ble V.S. Srinivasa Sastri
M.A, LES, D.Litt. P.C.,C.H, LLD.
Vice-Chancellor, 1929-1935 Vice-Chancellor, 1935-1940



Sir Kurma Venkata Reddi Nayudu Prof. M. Ruthnaswamy
Kt., K.C.LE,, D.Litt. M.A,, (Cantab.), Bar-at-Law, CLE, K.C.S.G.
Vice-Chancellor, 1940-1942 Vice-Chancellor, 1942-1948



Dr. S.G. Manavala Ramanujam Dr. R.K. Shanmukham Chetty
M.A., Ph.D.(Lond.), D.1C. B.A,BL,D.Litt.
Vice-Chancellor, 1948-1951 Vice-Chancellor, 1951-1953
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Dr. Sir C.P. Ramswamy Aiyar Mr. T.M. Narayanaswamy Pillai
K.CS.L, K.CLE,LLD, D.Litt. MA.,BL,
Vice-Chancellor, 1953-1955 & 1962-1965 Vice-Chancellor, 1955-1961



Justice Mr. V. Subrahmanyam Justice Mr. P. Chandra Reddy
Vice-Chancellor, 1961-1962 Vice-Chancellor, 1966-1968



Dr. S.P. Adinarayan Dr. S. Chandrasekhar
M.A., Ph.D.(Lond.) M.A., Ph.D., D.Sc., D.Litt., M.D,, D.H.L., LL.D.

Vice-Chancellor, 1969-1975 Vice-Chancellor, 1975-1978



Dr. B.S. Somasundaram Dr. S.V. Chittibabu
BA., BL, D.Litt. M.A,, B.T., D.Litt.
Vice-Chancellor, 1978-1980 Vice-Chancellor, 1980-1986



Prof. S.V. Chittibabu receiving a memento from Dr. M.A.M.
Ramaswamy on the occasion of the Youth Festival

Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy presenting Trophies to Winnersin the Youth
Festival held at the University in 1986



Mr. Christadolan, Secretary General, Association of Commonwealth
Universities inaugurating a Book Exhibition at the Library in 1983

Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy, Pro-Chancellor, garlanding Prof. K. Anbazhagan,
Hon’ble Minister for Education, Government of Tamil Nadu.



Dr. Syed Quasim, Secretary, Ocean Development Dept., Government
of India, with the Chancellor and the Vice-Chancellor, Members of the
Syndicate on the occasion of the Convocation
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Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy switching on the NEON Sign
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Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy declaring open the Tennis Court

Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy speaking on the occasion of the inaugu-

ration of the Tennis Court Complex



Prof. S.V. Chittibabu

MA_ BT, DLit.

Vice Chancellor, 1980-1986

Born on November 7, 1920, Prof. S.V.
Chittibabu, had a brilliant school and
college education in Madras. Starting asa
Lecturer in History at the Pachaiyappa’s
College, Madras, and then a Research
Fellow in History, at the University
of Madras., Prof. Chittibabu became
Professor of History and Politics in the

Madras Educational Service, Principal,

Government Training College, Vellore,
Director of School Education, Tamil Nadu,
Director of Collegiate Education, Tamil
Nadu, Vice Chancellor of Madurai Uni-
versity, (Now Madurai Kamaraj Univer-
sity) and later, Annamalai University.
Prof. Chittibabu was also a full-time
Member of the State Planning Commis-
sion, and the State Chief Commissioner,
Bharat Scouts and Guides, Tamil Nadu.

The various high offices that Prof.
Chittibabu held had afforded him any
number of opportunities to visit several
countries and their Capitals. In the
Sixties, he first went to the U.S. to study
American Education, and then to’the
United Kingdom, Sweden, Norway,
Denmark, the Netherlands, France,
Germany, Japan, Malaysia, and Singa-
pore, to study Educational Organisation
and Administration. As Vice Chancellor,
he had participated in the Conferences of
Commonwealth Universities, heldin New
Zealand, Hongkong, the United Kingdom
and Malaysia. He had participated in the
International Conference on Evaluation,
held in Brazil in 1986, and presented a
paper on “Emerging Trends in Evaluation
Techniques.”

Prof. Chittibabu’s wide and varied
experience, his international outlook and
attitude, naturally found him sitting in
many positions of honour, at the State and
National levels.

Prof. Chittibabu has published exten-
sively, on men and matters, educational
and philosophic. He is a brilliant orator,
both in English and Tamil. His impressive
background and enviable attainments
earned for him the Vice Chancellorship of
the Annamalai University in 1980. He
held office for two terms, from 1980 to
1986. During this period he streamlined
the administration, established healthy
official precedents and practices. Research
enjoyed a special status and impetus.

Under the guidance of Dr. M.AM.
Ramaswamy, Pro-Chancellor, he esta-
blished the Rajah Muthiah Medical
College and Hospital in the Rajah
Muthiah Institute of Health Sciences.
By virtue of his long service as Vice-
Chancellor and as Educational Admini-
strator, he was elected President of the
Association of Indian Universities for the
year 1984-85.

Prof. Chittibabu, as an educationist and
administrator, carried out bold innova-
tions and experiments in educational
methodology and administration. As
Vice Chancellor of Madurai University,
initiated the Open University System in
Tamil Nadu.

As Vice Chancellor of the Annamalai
University, Prof. Chittibabu was instru-

65



66

mental in shedding the Under-Graduate
Courses, and reshaping the University as
a Centre wholly devoted to the promotion

of Post Graduate learning and higher.

research. Quite a number of new and
socially relevant courses of study were
introduced, and Distance Education took

*

a leap forward in more ways than one,
during his period of office.

In recognition of his services to the
cause of education, the Annamalai Uni-
versity conferred upon him the Degree of
Doctor of Letters (Honoris Causa) in 1986.



Annamalai University
Sixty Memorable Years
(1929-1989)

The Annamalai University was founded
by the philanthropy and farsighted vision
of Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of
Chettinad. The philanthropy consisted in
his donation of an astronomical sum of
Rs. 20 lakhs to the then Government of
Madras, for the establishment of the Uni-
versity, and his farsighted vision reflected
itselfin his choosing Chidambaram as the
Seat of the University. He could have
chosen his own native town, so dear to
him, or neighbouring Madurai, so well-
known from yore for its profound
historical association with Tamil Culture
and Learning, but characteristically
chose Chidambaram, probably for two
reasons — his pious devotion to Lord
Nataraja, the presiding Deity at Chidam-
baram, and his passionate desire to uplift
through education the people of this
backward district of South Arcot. Also,
Chidambaram was a place that attracted
scholars and savants from far and near,
for seeking eternal Truths. And then, this
was also the place where Arjun did his
penance. So, in every sense, the Guardian
Spirit of Chidambaram, a holy and
sanctified place, beckoned Sir Annamalai
Chettiar to try out his ideals here.

First, the Founder bought extensive
land, on the East of Chidambaram, for the
establishment, after his heart, the Sri
Meenakshi College in 1920, which offered

Honours Courses in Arts, and Degree
Courses in Science. As one with pro-
gressive ideas on education, he advocated
both the study of the Sciences and tradi-
tional Cultures and Arts. He wished to
seek a harmony between Oriental learn-
ing and the good life that scientific know-
ledge created. Thus, he also started the
Sanskrit, Tamil and the Oriental Colleges
and a Music College. All these put together
formed the nucleus from which the Uni-
versity, named after the Founder, was

" born in 1929, by an Act of the Madras

Legislature, called the Annamalai Uni-
versity Act of 1929.

The Annamalai University Bill was
passed into law in an atmosphere of
uniform appreciation and goodwill, and it
was decided to open the University in July
1929. The Senate, the Syndicate and the
Academic Council of the University began
to function from the 6th of December,
1929. At the inauguration ceremony,
Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, the
Founder-Pro-Chancellor said:

“The University, owes its existence to
two factors which, I shall, with your
leave, detail here today. First and
foremost is the hearty and enthusiastic
response that the Government of
Madras has been giving to endeavours
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of private philanthropy, and secondly

the desire of the eighteen millions of

Tamil speaking people in this Presi-

dency and abroad also, to nurture a

Centre of learning, to give to the world

the values of Tamil Learning, Litera-

ture and Culture.”

Apart from bequeathing twenty lakhs of
rupees, Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar
donated the buildings, class rooms, hos-
tels, playgrounds and the library of the Sri
Meenakshi College, and three hundred
acres of land, to the University. Thus,
from a College, the University became a
unitary and residential seat of higher
learning and research, sylvan in setting,
rural in atmosphere, sequestered from the
madding crowd, and eminently conducive
to calm study, quiet enquiry and contem-
plation.

As Founder and Pro-Chancellor for 19
years, Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar
devoted all his loving care and attention to
the growth and development of the Uni-
versity. First, the reclamation of the vast
tract of uneven land, was a daunting and
heart-breaking endeavour, but it engaged
his pain-staking personal attention, and
involved almost daily over-seeing for quite
aperiod. Many buildings for Class Rooms,
Departments of Studies, Administration,
Residential Quarters, Guest House etc.
came up under his meticulous supervision
and guidance. He succeeded in securing
the services of able and eminent men as
Vice Chancellors. With equal care and
judgement, he scouted for men of tried
erudition, and hand-picked them for teach-
ing at the University, and thus ensured
early that the University was known for
its academic excellence and quality.

During his period, the University made
a characteristic progress as a Seat of
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Tamil Learning and Culture and as a
Centre of Tamil Music. The Founder was
deeply interested in Indian Music. One of
his avowed aims was to provide for the
teaching and development of Music,
especially Tamil Music. The College of
Music was established in 1929, and in
fostering it, the Founder had the benefit of
advice from famous musicians and
patrons of music. Music Conferences were
held from time to time, to popularise Tamil
Music, and steps were taken to collect and
publish all musical compositions in
Tamil. The Thamizh Isai Movement re-
ceived enormous support and encourage-
ment from the Founder.

He also gave equal importance to the
study of Tamil Language and Literature.
Great Tamil Scholars headed the Depart-
ment of Tamil and guided its destinies.

The Founder fostered studies in Science
and Technology with equal devotion and
emphasis. The Faculty of Engineering
and Technology was started in 1945, as
the second Engineering College in the
State.

Thus, the period of office of Dr. Rajah
Sir Annamalai Chettiar, as Founder-Pro-
Chancellor, was an era of strengthening
and consolidation of the University as a
premier educational institution in the
country.

After his passing away in 1948, the
Founder’s eldest son, Dr. Rajah Sir
M.A. Muthiah Chettiar of Chettinad, who
was already a well-known public-figure,
became the Founder-Pro-Chancellor. He
was not a stranger come to manage the
affairs of the University. Ever since the
idea of a University was born in the mind
of his father, he acted as the “runner-boy”



between his father and the Government
for the establishment of the University.
With his rich and varied experience in
public affairs, and in the manner of his
father, he addressed himself to the ever-
expanding and dynamic needs of the
University, in keeping with the knowledge
explosion of the times. New Departments
of Studies in Agriculture and Commerce
were established, and a number of en-
dowments came into being. The Maha-
rajah of Travancore made a gift of one
lakh of rupees which was utilised for
the construction of the Travancore Hostel
for students of Engineering. Dr. RM.
Alagappa Chettiar endowed Rs.5 lakhs
for the “RM. Alagappa Chettiar Foun-
dation for Technology.” The Thiruppa-
nandal Mutt gifted more than a lakh of
rupees for the advancement of Tamil
learning and Tamil Music.

The University passed through a signi-
ficant milestone in its life. It completed
twenty five years of its meritorious exi-
stence and so the Silver Jubilee was
appropriately celebrated in February
1955. The Maharajah of Mysore presided
over the celebrations. Sir C.P. Rama-
swami Aiyar was the Vice Chancellor. The
services of Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar
were gratefully remembered. Mr. C. Raja-
gopalachari summed them up thus:

“The University which bears his father’s
name owes its continued progress not a
little to Rajah Muthiah Chettiar’s zeal
and good judgement in securing the
services of good and able Vice-
Chancellors in unbroken succession.”

With a view to serving the changing
needs of society at large, other Depart-
ments of Studies in Business Admini-
stration and Health Sciences were esta-
blished.

The starting of the Faculty of Medicine
in 1980, with the Dental College and the
Departments of Nursing and Pharmacy
under its wings, was a cherished goal
realized by the Pro-Chancellor.

The Directorate of Distance Education,
established earlier as the Directorate of
Correspondence Courses and Continuing
Education, was yet another brain-child of
his, serving the cause of education in our
country and abroad through the offering
of many professionally useful courses of
study.

The Pro-Chancellorship of Dr. Rajah
Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar for a period
of 36 years saw the rapid growth and
development of the University in all
spheres of academic and intellectual acti-
vity. On the 6th December 1979, the
Golden Jubilee of the University was
celebrated on a grand note. The Jubilee
was inaugurated by the President of
India, His Excellency Dr. Neelam Sanjiva
Reddy. He unveiled a portrait of Dr. Rajah
Sir Annamalai Chettiar and released a
History of the University. Dr. M.G.
Ramachandran the Hon’ble Chief Mini-
ster of Tamilnadu, delivered the Golden
Jubilee Address and inaugurated the new
Faculty of Medicine. The Governor of
Tamilnadu and Chancellor, His Excel-
lency Prabhudas Patwari, presided over
the function. A Special Convocation was
held for conferring D.Litt Degrees
(Honoris Causa) on a number of distin-
guished persons.

In fitting tribute to the second Founding
Father of the University, stands the
imposing architectural construction, “The
Rajah Muthiah Institute of Health
Sciences”, reminding every one of the
ever-abiding humanitarian interest of
this great man in the welfare of the people.
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Hisbrilliant and eventful life came to an
end in May 1984, thus closing an epoch-
making chapter in the annals of the
University. On his death, his second son,
Dr. M.\A M. Ramaswamy, the distingui-
shed scion of the Chettinad family was
nominated by the Chancellor to succeed
his father, as the Founder Pro-Chancellor
of the University.

Dr.M.A.M. Ramaswamy, zealously con-
tinuing the great traditions of his father
and grand father and at the same time,
using his experience and expertise gained
in various walks of life — as a skilled
entrepreneur, astute industrialist, able
business executive, versatile organiser,
leading sportsman and patron of sports
and as an ardent devotee of Lord
Ayyappa-brings to bear upon the admini-
stration of the University, his many-sided
personality, to take the University to
greater heights of glory and fulfilment.

Soon after assumption of office, as
Pro-Chancellor, he saw to it that the
Rajah Muthiah Institute of Health
Sciences was established, with a well
equipped Medical College and Hospital
and also the Dental and Nursing Depart-
ments, under its wings. Heis set to making
this Institute a Centre of Excellence, with
facilities for Post-Graduate Education
and Research. He is also committed to
seeing that the Institute renders excellent
health-care service to the people at large
in and around Chidambaram.

The Rajah Muthiah Institute of Health
Sciences Building, an imposing and eye-
catching architectural monument, was
declared open by the President of India,
His Excellency Shri R. Venkataraman, a
distinguished alumnus of the University.
The Hospital complex, which will have
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750 beds soon, was declared open by the
Chancellor and Governor of Tamilnadu,
His Excellency Dr. P.C. Alexander, ano-
ther distinguished alumnus of the Uni-
versity. The Pro-Chancellor has given
handsome donations for the construction
of Hostels for the Health Sciences
Institute.

At the time of its inception, the Uni-
versity had only seven Departments of
Studies, but now has forty five Depart-
ments under the Faculties of Arts, Science,
Indian Languages, Engineering and
Technology, Education, Fine Arts, Agri-
culture, Medicine and Dentistry. And
these Departments are adequately staffed
by high-calibre academics and specialists
to take care of Post-Graduate Teaching
and Research at all levels.

The Campus, now of more than 750
acres of land, accommodates all the
Faculties, within easy distances, for
effective administration and academic
interaction.

A galaxy of distinguished Vice-Chan-
cellors — accomplished men of standing
and stature and enviable orators — have
not only added charm and lusture to the
office they held, but also ably guided the
destinies of the University these sixty
years.

The Annamalai University, from its
inception, has been striving to maintain a
good library. It has been expanding its
collection, as well as its services, in tune
with the expansion of several Faculties. It
is the third biggest library in Tamilnadu,
with a collection of nearly four lakhs
books besides reports, palm-leaf manu-
scripts, rare books and other records. The
library, originally housed in a part of the



Administrative Building, moved over to
its spacious, specially designed building,
in 1959. It is named after Dr. Sir C.P.
Ramaswami Aiyar, a great administrator
and former Vice-Chancellor. It is built on
an area of 46,000 sq.ft. and is provided
with a Lobby, spacious Central Reading
Hall, Reference and Periodicals Hall.
Open and Closed Access Stack Rooms,
Administrative, Binding and Repro-
graphic Sections. The library conducts a
degree course in Bachelor of Library and
Information Science (B.L.LS) and Certifi-
cate course in Library Science (C.L.1.S) and
a Certificate course in Reprography &
Non-book Materials. It spends about
Rs.15 lakhs a year on the purchase of
books, journals and periodicals, adding at
the rate of approximately 30 books a day.
It has also a good collection of Govern-
ment Documents, Technical Reports and
Reviews, to support research activities.
The library can boast of a good collection
of rare back-volumes of periodicals,
especially in the field of Indology. It has
also basic collections of non-book
materials like microfilms, microfiche,
educational films, filmstrips, slides,
gramophone records of Indian and
Western Music, audio and video cassettes.
Adequate staff have been appointed to
look after the Library, to provide service to
the readers and also reference service to
the Research Scholars, which involves the
concept of Current Awareness Service and
Selective Dissemination of Information. It
undertakes to procure from other libraries
books not available in this library on
an Inter-Library Loan. Reprographic
services, document reproduction by xerox
copying or photo copying, microfilming,
slides preparation, and audio recording
are offered at nominal rates to students.
Besides the Central Library, every
department is provided with a library of

its own, to give better and immediate
service to staff and students.

The University’s Publications Division,
functioning from the year 1931, has publi-
shed research volumes and other books of
renown on a very wide range of subjects.

~ Special mention may be made of the
Tamil translation of Kautilya’s Artha
Sastra, History of Vaishanavism, Survey
of Farm and Non-Farm Employment of
South Arcot District, and the Variorum
Edition of Kamba Ramayanam. A series
of publications on Tamil Music, a number
of research dissertations and doctoral
theses on Linguistics and dialectical
studies and other subjects, the History of
the Cholas and treasured treatises on
Tamil Language and Literature, and on
Saiva Siddhanta, Panniru Thirumurai,
Saint Ramalinga’s magnum opus, the
Thiru Arutpa, along with scholarly anno-
tations in Ten Volumes by Avvai Durai-
swamy Pillai, and three volumes of
Siddhar Ilakkiam by Mi. Pa. Soma-
sundaram, and an English Translation of
Dr.Ma. Po. Sivagnanam’s Vallalar Kanda
Orumaippadu as The Universal Vision of
Saint Ramalinga by Dr. R. Ganapathy,
have also been published.

All Special Lectures under different en-
dowments by eminent scholars are printed
and distributed free of cost.

The University has its own modern
Offset Press with Photo-type setting
facility. It is manned by competent
personnel to take care of a large quantum
of publishing work on behalf of the
University.

In keeping with the avowed aims of the
Founder, the Department of Tamil con-
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tinues to devote itself to studies and
research in Tamil Language and Culture.
Its produces rare monographs on the
Classics, on Tamil Music and has a Chair
for the Tirukkural.

Similarly the Department of Music is
devoted to the propagation of Tamil
Music, in direct fulfilment of the Founder’s
wishes. The Music College, as an esta-
blished institution, attracts students from
far and near for the study of Vocal and
Instrumental Music and Classical Dance,
under great maestros.

Enthused by the present Pro-Chancellor
who is a distinguished sportsman, the
Department of Physical Education and
Sports Sciences is doing exceedingly well
in sports and games. It has a fully
equipped Research Laboratory and Gym-
nasium, and a coveted Tennis Complex.
The facilities offered, enable students to
win laurels at State, National and Inter-
national levels.

The Centre of Advanced Study in
Marine Biology has been identified by the
University Grants Commission under the
COSIST programme, to receive special assi-
stance for further research and develop-
" ment and to raise it to international
standards of scientific excellence.

A prestigious Computer Centre, equipped
with advanced and sophisticated systems,
is now housed in a newly constructed
separate three storeyed building. The
Department of Computer Science and
Engineering offers Courses in Computer
Engineering and Computer Applications
and a P.G. Diploma Course in Computer
Science.

A Central Instrumentation and Services
Laboratory, with very modern facilities
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serves the various Departments of the
Science Faculty.

Separate Halls of Residence are pro-
vided for men and women. Nearly 5000
students live in these hostels, and a
healthy and harmonious community life
is learnt. Efforts are being made to
improve the amenities in the Diamond
Jubilee Year.

The University has established a rap-
port with the rural folk of this backward
district of South Arcot, by extending te
them know-how for their benefit. The
Department of Agriculture has taught the
farmers better farming methods, water
management, pest control, etc.

The Rice Centre has made innovations
in modernizing Small Scale Rice Milling
and Rice Processing, and propagates the
advantages of modern techniques in this
field to millers, technicians, and officials,
and thus fulfils a very useful purpose.

The Centre for Adult Education and
Extension functions viably in mass
literacy programmes and vocational
training. It has adopted a hundred
villages for this purpose.

The National Service Scheme has
amply served the rural community by
organising integrated rural welfare camps
for healthcare, adult education, social
welfare and agricultural development and
environment enrichment The two thou-
sand strong NSS Unit of the University
has been adjudged as one of the best in
India.

The University has a long tradition of
NCC activities, to make the youth physi-
cally fit, disciplined and be ever prepared
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Dr. C.N. Annadurai, with Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi at a banquet in Chettinad
House. Mr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy is also in the picture



Mr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy and the Victorious Indian Hockey Team
with Srimathi Indira Gandhi. The World Cup is seen in the foreground.



International P.EN. Conference, Annamalainagar, 1954
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru with Governor Shri
Sri Prakasa, Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar, Union
Minister Sri T.T. Krishnamachari, Vice-President
Dr. S. Radhakrishnan and others.

Silver Jubilee Celebrations, Feb. 9, 1955 The Dais.



Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburg with Dr. Rajah Sir
Muthiah Chettiar, Pro-Chancellor and Sir C.P.
Ramaswamy Aiyar, Vice-Chancellor.



With the American Ambassador, Professor Galbraith
at Annamalainagar.



Dr. M.A.M. Muthiah Chettiar flanked by Dr. C.N. Annadurai
Dr. V.R. Nedunchezhian on his right, and Mr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy on his left



A Great Tradition: Rajah’s Family



Kumararajah M.A.M. Muthiah Chettiar and his
brother Mr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy on the occasion of
the 61st Birthday Celebrations of their parents at a
Chettinad Palace, 2nd August, 1965.



Rajah and Rani Lady Meyyammai Achi with Kumara
Rani, Kumararajah, Mr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy and
Smt. Sigappi Ramaswamy at the Shashtiabdapurti
function.



The father and the son in a Tete-a-tete



Dr. M. A.M. Ramaswamy inaugurating the Annamalai University
Press




The Governor of Kerala, with the Vice-Chancellor and the
Delegates of the All India Sociological Conference, 1982

Prof S.V. Chittibabu with His Excellency P. Ramachandran
Governor of Kerala at the 16th All India Sociological Conference,
1982



for the defence of the motherland. As
smart cadets in Republic Day Contin-
gents, they always acquitted themselves
well, and in military craft and training as
well.

The Students’ Cultural Clubs and the
Social Service League have helped to
channelize youthful exuberance into con-
structive ways of fulfilment and service.
The University had the privilege and
honour of hosting the Zonal and Natioral
Youth Festivals successfully in the years
1985 and 1986. I

A spacious Golden Jubilee Hall, as
an annexe to the Administative Building
now adorns the Campus as a new
landmark.

The Directorate of Distance Education,
formerly knownas Directorate of Corres-
pondence Courses and Continuing Edu-
cation, was started in the Golden Jubilee
year 1979 and it is now in its tenth year. It
caters to a very large community of
students through traditional and job
oriented courses of study which are taken
to the students homes for their personal
enlightenment and career advancement.
The Directorate has also established
Study Centres in various cities, and they
are equipped with good libraries, audio
and video facilities, to answer to the needs
of the Distance Education students.
Courses leading to the award of B.Ed. and
B.Com. degrees and Diploma in Law were
introduced during the academic year
1979-80.

Subsequently, the following new courses
were introduced by the Directorate.

*1. Foundation Courses I & II year.
2. Degree courses in History, Sociology

and English leading to B.A. Degree
courses, B.Lit, in Tamil.

3. P.G. courses in Tamil, English,
Psychology, History, Sociology, Eco-
nomics leading to M.A. Degree.

4. Courses in Mathematics, Physics,
Chemistry, Zoology and Botany lead-
ing to M.Se¢. Degree.

5. Commerce courses leading to B.Com.
and M.Com.

6. Bachelor Degree course in Legal
Studies leading to B.A.L. and B.G.L.

7. Post-Graduate Diploma courses in
Business Administration, Marketing
Management, Financial Manage-
ment, Management Laws, Diploma in
Labour Laws and Administrative
Law, Diploma in Company Law with
Banking Law and Practice and
Insurance Laws.

Realising the need for job-oriented
courses, the Directorate started the follow-
ing job-oriented courses from the year
1988.

. Concrete Technology

. Maintenance Engineering

. Chemical Processes

. Instrumentation Control

. Certificate Coursein Automobile Tech-
nology

o o TP

Laboratories in Physics, Chemistry,
Zoology and Botany have been set up
separately for the Distance Education
students. Contact Seminars in Theory and
Practical are compulsory for all Science,
Management and Job-Oriented Courses
and also for B.Ed. and M.Ed. The B.Ed.
and M.Ed. courses of Annamalai Univer-
sity are very popular all over India due to
the well designed curriculum and well
organised teaching system. The Directo-
rate is functioning in the new Rajah
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Muthiah Building which has now an
additional block.

Study Centres at Annamalainagar,
Madras, New Delhi Vellore, Salem,
Madurai, Trichy and Nagercoil are func-
tioning very efficiently and rendering
good service to the distance learners. The
Study Centres are equipped with good
libraries and Audio-Video aids. It is also
proposed to organise Study Centres in
places like Bangalore, Bombay, Hydera-
bad and Coimbatore. The strength of
students at present is about 50,000. Teach-
ing staff in the DDE number about 83.
Besides the Core Staff, very eminent and
experienced teachers are utilised as Re-
source Persons in Contact Seminars. The
object of the Directorate is to take edu-
cation to the home so that all those who
desire to update their knowledge both for
employment as well as for enlightenment
can do so by studying at leisure.

The following new courses are now offered
by the DDE:

. M.Sc. Botany
. B.A. Sociology (Tamil Medium)
. Bachelor of General Law
. Diploma in Concrete Technology &
Design of Concrete Structure
5. Diploma in Chemical Process, Instru-
mentation and Control
6. Diploma in Energy Studies & Manage-
ment
7. Diploma in Maintenance Manage-
ment
. Certificate in Automobile Technology
9. Certificate in Farm Equipment &
Maintenance
10. Diploma in Construction Manage-
ment
11. Diploma in Co-operative Manage-
ment
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12. Diploma in Banking

13. Certificate in Paddy Processing Tech-
nology & Rice Processing

14. Diploma in Systems Analysis and
Data Processing

Within the past decade, the University
has registered a phenomenal growth and
expansion. The following new and socially
relevant courses have been introduced:

. M.A. Development Studies

. M.A. Applied Economics

M.P.Ed. Summer Course

. B.E. (Chemical) Part-time Degree
course

. B.Sc. (Nursing)

. B.E. (Temple Architecture)

. B.Pharm

. B.P.Ed. Summer course
9. B.E. (Environmental Engineering)

10. M.Phil in Population Studies

11. M.Phil in Development Studies

12. M.Phil in Physical Education

N
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Post M.Sc. Diploma course in Hydro-
geology, Magnetic Science and Spectro-
scopy, and P.G. Diploma courses in
Tourism, Archives Keeping, Corporate
Secretaryship, Gandhian Thought, Rama-
linga Philosophy, Econometrics, Transla-
tion, Administration Drafting and Report-
ing in Hindi, and one year Post-B.Sc.
Diploma Courses in Computer Science
and its Applications, Diploma in Phar-
macy, P.G. Diploma in Banking Law and
Practice and also Certificate courses in
Cobol Programming and Data Process-
ing, and in Reprography and Non-book
Materials have been offered,thus giving
the students opportunities to select their
options and to find their direction for the
future.



Such new Departments as the Depart-
ments of Agricultural Botany, Agronomy
Agricultural Chemistry, Plant Pathology,
Agricultural Microbiology, Entomology,
Production Engineering, Computer Sci-
ence, Pharmacy, Nursing, Statistics have
been formed.

Within the recent past, the following
new courses have been started.

1. M.Sc. Bio-Chemistry
2. M.Sc. Organic Chemistry, Physical
Chemistry and Inorganic Chemistry
3. M.Sc. Coastal Aquaculture
. Sequential Programme in M.Phil.
5. Master of Library & Information
Science
6. B.E. Computer Science
7. B.E. (Part-time) Mechanical & Pro-
duction Engineering.
8. B.E. (Part-time) Electronics & Instru-
mentation Engineering.
9. M.E. Geo-Technical Engineering
10. Master of Computer Applications
11. M.Sc. Agricultural Economics
12. M.A. (Hindi Translation)
13. MDSin Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery
14. MDS in Pedodontia
15. MDS in Periodontia
16. MDS in Orthodontia
17. Certificate Course in Spoken English

=

“Optimisation of Solar Drying Systems,
for Agriculture Produce” a three year bi-
national project funded by the Department
of Non-Conventional Energy Sources,
Government of India, and the United
States Agency for International Deve-
lopment (USAID) to the tune of 15.5 lakhs,
was successfully completed by the Mecha-
nical Engineering Department of the Uni-
versity in December 1984. The project,
jointly executed by the Colorado State
University, U.S.A. and the Annamalai

University, had Dr. Charles C. Smith as
the Principal Investigator on the Ameri-
can side, and Prof. VR. Muthuveerappan
on the Indian Side.

The decade aiso saw a number of impor-
tant National and International Confer-
ences held at the University.

The recent past also witnessed a spurtin
research activities and a number of Ph.Ds
have been produced.

The University has also witnessed an
unprecedented expansion of construction
activities. The following buildings have
been completed so far.

1. The Rajah Muthiah Institute of
Health Sciences Building
2. Kumara Rajah Muthiah Hospital
Complex
3. The Golden Jubilee Building
4. Quarters for the Teaching Staff
(RMIHS)
5. Hostels for Men and Women Students
(RMIHS)
6. Administrative Block for the Directo-
rate of Distance Education
7. Engineering & Technology Block -
Phases I & II
8. Computer Science Building
9. Additional Guest House
10. Men and Women Students’ Hostel for
Marine Biology, at Porto Novo
11. Boat Jetty for Marine Biology, Porto
Novo.

Several Endowments have been establi-
shed within the recent times. Special
mention must be made of the donation of
Rs.50 lakhs by the South India Corpora-
tion, Rani Meyyammai Achi Educational
Trust and Rajah Muthiah Educational
Trust, for the welfare schemes of the
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University and also of a sum of Rs.101akhs
by the Alumni of the Engineering and
Technology Faculty for the construction of
the Forty Year Saga Building.

From the funds provided by the various
Banks, an environment enrichment pro-
gramme for planting trees to enrich the
environment and also beautify the
Campus was launched. 250 protected sap-
lings have so far been planted in the
campus.

The roads on the Campus have been
widened, strengthened and black-topped
on a large scale.

An R.C.C. Over-Head Tank has been
constructed and pipe lines have been
renewed or improved. Water supply to the
Campus has been vastly augmented with a
number of bore-wells sunk, and pumps
installed.

The University has enjoyed generous

and sustained financial support and en-
couragement from the Government of
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India, the Government of Tamilnadu and
the UGC all these years, to help it become a
Centre of Excellence in many fields.

The University proudly stands at the
threshold of its Diamond Jubilee in
December 1989. The allround growth and
development from its very inception,
warms the cockles of ‘our heart. The
pioneering efforts of the Founding Father,
Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar have
borne rich fruits and the University has
opened up many vistas of knowledge,
irresistibly attracting so many to come to
it, for the adventure of conquering the
unknown frontiers of the intellect and
marching towards newer fulfilments of
enlightenment and wisdom, after its
motto, “With Courage and Faith.”

And in this grand endeavour and enter-
prise, our present Pro-Chancellor, Dr.
M.A.M. Ramaswamy, stands shoulder to
shoulder with us, with fraternal love and
affection, with earnest devotion and eager
commitment, to proudly take the Univer-
sity to its Centenary.



The Silver Jubilee Celebrations
February 9, 1955
An Account

The people of Tamilnadu will remember
the glorious occasion of the Silver Jubilee
Celebrations of Annamalai University. In
the twenth-five years fromitsinception in
1929, the University had grown from

" strength to strength, and fulfilled in a
large measure the noble purpose for which
this great institution was founded by the
noble merchant-prince and philanthro-
pist Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar. The
Founder’s munificent benefaction which
made the establishment of the University
possible has been substantially increased
by his illustrious son, Dr. Rajah Sir
Muthiah Chettiar, who watched over the
University’s growth and development
with loving care.

Under his guidance a committee of
influential Faculty members and the
public known for their ability to plan and
carry out important projects had been
formed, and for months they had made
elaborate arrangements to celebrate the
Silver Jubilee in a fitting manner. On the
great day a large number of distinguished
guests poured in an endless stream by car,
rail and bus and were warmly received by
hundreds of selected volunteers and
housed comfortably in various guest
houses, hostels and private residences,
both in Annamalainagar and in Chidam-
baram. Everyone of the guests was full of
praise for the lavish hospitality, extended
to them—a tradition for which the Rajah
Saheb’s family has been well-known for

years. Annamalainagar was lit with flood
lights and coloured lamps. Everywhere,
soft music was played and brilliant fire-
works lit up the sky, making the people
believe they had been transported to
fairyland.

The great day began with a bright sun
pouring its beams on a happy gathering,
now seated in a vast tastefully decorated
“Kottagai”, possibly the biggest South
India had ever seen.

The celebrations began at 9 a.m. with
the famous Vidwans T.N. Rajaratnam
and P.S. Veerusami Pillai playing on the
Nadaswaram many songs of devotion.

The Pro-Chancellor, the Vice-Chan-
cellor and other authorities of the Uni-
versity received the chief guests, His
Excellency Shri Sri Prakasa, Governor of
Madras and Chancellor of the University,
His Highness Sri Jaya Chamaraja Wadi-
yar Bahadur, Rajpramukh of Mysore, the
Hon’ble Sri K. Kamaraj, Chief Minister of
Madras and Dr. Sir. A. Lakshmanaswami
Mudaliar, Vice-Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of Madras. After inspecting the Guard
of Honour presented by the N.C.C. Cadets,
the Chancellor accompanied by the other
distinguished guests wasled to the beauti-
fully decorated dais.

After the prayer by a group of women
students from the Music College, the
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Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Sir C.P. Ramaswami
Aiyar, welcomed the gathering in an
eloquent speech which was repeatedly
cheered. He referred to the Chancellor’s
deep interest in the progress of education,
he praised the Rajpramukh’s love of
democratic principles, and rightly called
him one of the authentic voices of India
from the philosophic and literary points of
view; he praised the Vice-Chancellor of
Madras as “a man of indefatigable and
tireless energy, who has made a name not
only in the field of medicine but in the field
of education, peculiarly his own”; and he
paid a tribute to the Chief Minister and
Finance Minister of the Government of
Madras and called them the foster-
parents of the University. He acclaimed
the philanthropy of the Founder and his
illustrious son, and explained how the
University had preserved the rich herit-
age of Tamil culture and at the same time
promoted study and research in science
and technology. He pointed out that the
University provided for the intellectual as
well as the spiritual needs of its students.

Messages and greetings received from
eminent persons from India and abroad
were then read out by Prof. R. Ramanu-
jachari.

Then the Rajpramukh of Mysore deli-
vered the Inaugural Address, in which he
paid glorious tributes to the achievements
of the University and the great services
rendered to education by Rajah Sir Anna-
malai Chettiar and his worthy son Dr.
Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar. He hoped
that wisdom and not knowledge would be
the goal of Universities, and that the
Annamalai University would strive to
promote “a correct sense of values, a
realisation of the true ends of human life, a
comprehensive union, and above all an
unfailing respect for goodness and virtue.”
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Next, the Chancellor of the University,
the Governor of Madras, delivered his
Address. The Chancellor paid glowing
tributes to the vision and energy of the
Pro-Chancellor and the Vice-Chancellor,
dwelt upon the special features of a resi-
dential University and expressed the hope
that the graduates of the University
‘would play their proper part in the days to
come and always endeavour to keep the
unity and liberty that have been won by us
at last, inviolate for all time to come.’

Isai Arasu Dandapani Desikar sang
laudatory verses composed for the occa-
sion by Yogi Suddhananda Bharati.

The Chief Minister of Madras, the
Hon’ble Mr. K. Kamaraj, declared open
the newly built Rani Seethai Achi Hostel
for students of Engineering and Techno-
logy.

After the singing of some more lauda-
tory songs, Mr. K. Kanakaratnam, Mini-
ster of Education in Ceylon, felicitated the
Pro-Chancellor on behalf of the Old Boys
and Girls of the University hailing from
Ceylon. The sentiments expressed by him
found an answering echo in the heart of
everyone present.

Then Dr. Sir A. Lakshmanaswami
Mudaliar, Vice-Chancellor, University of
Madras, delivered the Silver Jubilee
Address in which he praised the achieve-
ments of the Annamalai University and
stressed the significant role that Univer-
sities had to play in the life of the country.
Dr. A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar refer-
red at length to the progress the Univer-
sity had made, guided as it was by a
galaxy of distinguished Vice-Chancellors,
paid a tribute to the foresight and wisdom
of the Pro-Chancellor and pleaded elo-
quently for the imperative necessity of
autonomy for Universities and freedom



from interference by Government and the
public.

Then the Pro-Chancellor Dr. Rajah Sir
Muthiah Chettiar proposed a vote of
profound thanks in an emotion-choked
voice. He thanked the Rajpramukh of
Mysore forinaugurating the Silver Jubilee
Celebrations and praised his Royal House
for its patronage of arts and letters. He
expressed the University’s gratitude to
His Excellency the Chancellor, Shri Sri
Prakasa, for his inspiring address. He
thanked the Hon’ble Thiru K. Kamaraj for
opening the Rani Seethai Achi Hostel and
Dr. Sir A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar for
his Silver Jubilee Address. He was full of
praise for the University’s distinguished
Vice-Chancellors who had served the
University with distinction, and to Rao
Bahadur N. Viswanatha Aiyar, the first
Registrar of the University, for his de-
voted service to the University. He ended
his speech with the hope that the Univer-
sity would continue to have the good
wishes of all people.

The morning’s function came to a close
with the singing of the National Anthem.

In the afternoon the Chancellor Shri Sri
Prakasa laid the foundation stone of the
Dr. C.P. Ramaswamy Aiyar Library, for
which the U.G.C.had made a grant of Rs.9
lakhs.

At 4 p.m. a Special Convocation was
held in the Srinivasa Sastri Hall, when the
Degree of Doctor of Letters (honoris causa)
was conferred on the Rajpramukh of
Mysore, a distinguished administrator
and scholar, Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar,
Pro-Chancellor, Dr. Sir C.P. Ramaswami
Aiyar, Vice-Chancellor, Sir Samuel Ebe-
nezar Runganadhan, former Vice-Chan-
cellor, Sir A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar,

Vice-Chancellor, University of Madras,
and Sri S. Somasundara Bharathiar,
former Professor of Tamil, Annamalai
University. The same degree was also
conferred on Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, Vice-
President of the Indian Union, in absentia.

Next, the Pro-Chancellor gave a tea
party to the distinguished gathering in the
lovely lawns of the Oriental Gardens.

As dusk fell, the day was rounded off by
a dance recital by the Travancore Sisters,
which was felt by one and all to symbolise
the close connection of this Temple of
Learning with the nearby Temple of the
Lord of the Cosmic Dance, Lord Nataraja.

The esteem in which the people of Tamil
Nadu and elsewhere held the Annamalai
University was proved by the fact that
many newspapers in India, Malaysia and
Ceylon brought out special Silver Jubilee
Supplements on the day of the cele-
brations. The Tamilnadu Legislative
Assembly adjourned on the day so as to
enable its members to participate in the
celebrations.

An attractive Silver Jubilee Souvenir,
containing the speeches of the eminent
men and pictures of important events in
the University during the previous twenty-
five years had been printed, and Sri A.
Ramanatham Pillai, Deputy to the Vice-
Chancellor presented the volume to the
Rajpramukh of Mysore.

Two other books written by reputed
scholars in their fields were released on
the occasion. The first was a guide book to
the University and to places of religious,
historical and industrial importance in
the neighbourhood called “Annamalai
University and its Environs” by Mr. J.M.
Somasundaram Pillai; and the second
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was a kind of miracle play “Chidam-
baram-a Chronicle” by the well-known
Indo-Anglian writer Sri K. Nagarajan of
Pudukkottai.

The Old Boys of the University hailing
from Ceylon had come in large numbers to
participate in the celebrations and they
presented an Address of Thanks to the
Pro-Chancellor, Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah
Chettiar, whose kindness and generosity
had made it possible for them to study for
higher degrees, especially in Tamil music
and literature.

An anthology of laudatory songs on the
Founder, Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar,
composed by eminent poets of Tamilnadu
was also released on this occasion.

The celebrations continued for many
days after the Silver Jubilee Day. A record
of the Silver Jubilee Celebrations, con-
taining pictures taken on the occasion and
speeches delivered by eminent men on the
day was published shortly afterwards.

The Departments of the University had
arranged exhibitions in which the latest
apparatus and the findings of latest re-
search projects were shown to the public,
on whose insistent demand the exhibition
was extended for many days.

A documentary film of the Silver Jubilee
Celebrations was prepared by expert

craftsmen and is preserved as a visual
record of all the happenings on the historic
day.

At Madras, Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah
Chettiar entertained the elite of the city
and all those connected with the Anna-
malai University to a sumptuous tea. The
tea-party was attended by a large and
distinguished gathering which numbered
over 3,000 and included Sri C. Rajagopa-
lachariar, elder statesman, and the Hon.
Thiru Kamaraj, Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu.

Two functions subsequently arranged
to honour two eminent scholars who had
brought fame to the University and en-
hanced its prestige deserve special men-
tion. Sir S.E. Runganadhan, former Vice-
Chancellor of Annamalai University was
felicitated at a separate function, under
the presidency of the Pro-Chancellor.

Dr. S. Somasundara Bharathiar who
had served as Professor of Tamil in the
University was honoured at a specially
arranged function, when the Pro-Chan-
cellor presented him with a Ponnadai and
praised his services to Tamil in highly
eulogistic terms.

The Old Boys of the Annamalai Uni-
versity residing in New Delhi, Colombo,
Kuala Lumpur and London held meetings
at which they paid glorious tributes to the
great work of the University, its illustrious
Founder and his distinguished son.



Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar, Pro-Chancellor, presenting a
Founder’s Plaque to His Excellency Neelam Sanjiva Reddi,
President of India. His Excellency Prabhudas Patwari, Governor of
Tamil Nadu happily looks on

The President of India flanked by the Chancellor and the Pro-Chancellor
at the Golden Jubilee Celebrations in 1979. Dr. M.G. Ramachandran is
seen addressing the gathering.




Dr. M.A. Muthiah Chettiar with His Excellency Giani Zail Singh,
President of India at the banquet in Chettinad House. Mr. M.AM.
Ramaswamy is seen greeting the President

Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar and Rani Lady Meyyammai receiving
Shri V.V. Giri at the palace.




The Golden Jubilee Celebrations
December 6, 1979
An Account

Befitting the momentous and memo-
rable occasion of the Annamalai Univer-
sity completing fifty years of its existence,
the Golden Jubilee was grandly cele-
brated, for three days, from the 6th to the
8th of December 1979. The Jubilee was
inaugurated by His Excellency Dr. Neelam
Sanjeeva Reddi, the President of India,
who had come over specially for the
purpose. He was received by the Pro-
Chancellor, Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah
Chettiar of Chettinad, and the Vice-
Chancellor, Justice Mr. B.S. Somasun-
daram. The President inspected a Guard
of Honour presented by the University
contingent of the National Cadet Corps.

The Pro-Chancellor, in his welcome, re-
ferred to the foundation of the University
by his father and of how it had striven to
“accomplish the purposes” which his
father had held dear. He also referred to
the succession of Vice-Chancellors who
were men of standing and stature, to the
devoted band of teachers, and to students
who had boundless affection for their
Alma Mater.

The President of India, in his Inau-
gural Address, referred to the Founder’s
mature and practical wisdom in esta-
blishing a University and the way it
had grown from strength to strength
over the years. The President further
complimented the University on the con-
tribution it had made to South Indian

Studies, especially in Tamil language
and literature.

The President then unveiled a portrait
of Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar,
and he also released a short history of
the University, Annamalai University
1929-1979, written by Mr. K. Nagarajan.

Mr. M.G. Ramachandran, the Hon’ble
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, delivered
the Golden Jubilee Address. He said that a
vast number of young men and women
passed out of this University and attained
great distinctionsin life, and thus justified
the faith and vision of the honoured
Founder. He exhorted the students to
strive to attain national solidarity, aiming
at unity in diversity. He also inaugurated
the new Faculty of Medicine.

His Excellency Mr. PrabhudasPatwari,
Governor of Tamil Nadu and Chancellor
of the University, paid rich tributes to the
Founder Pro-Chancellors, and stressed
the need “to re-organize the system of
education on healthy lines so as to make it
an effective instrument of national pro-
gress.” He complimented the Teaching
and the Administrative Staff for their
sincere service to the University, and said
that he, as the Chancellor of the Univer-
sity, was very proud of the students.

Mr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy released the
Golden Jubilee Souvenir, Mr. C. Aranga
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nayagam, the Hon’ble Minister for Edu-
cation, Government of Tamil Nadu,
opened the Central Instrumentation and
Services Laboratory Building. He ex-
pressed satisfaction at the good work done
by the University and wished it greater
successes in the days to come.

Mr. P. Sabhanayagam, 1.A.S., Education
Secretary, Government of India, opened
the M.P. Damodaran Post-Graduate Edu-
cation Building.

Foundation stones were laid for the
following buildings by dignitaries as
shown:

1. The Tamil Research Centre, by Dr.
Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar.

2. The New Women Students’ Hostel
Building, by Mr. K. Manocharan, the
Hon’ble Minister for Finance, Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu.

3. The T.M. Narayanaswami Pillai Build-
ing, by Justice M.M. Ismail.

4. The Golden Jubilee Building, by Mr.
B.S. Somasundaram.

A special Philatelic Album, to mark the
Golden Jubilee of the University, was pre-
sented to the Hon’ble Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu, by Mr. P.S. Raghavachari,
Post Master General.

" A special postal envelope was released
by the Hon’ble Chief Minister. He also laid
the foundation stone of the Directorate of
Distance Education Building.

The function came to a close, with the
vote of thanks proposed by Dr. S. Agesthia-
lingom, Dean, Faculty of Indian Langu-
ages.

There was a luncheon in honour of the
President.
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The afternoon of the memorable day
witnessed a Special Convocation for the
conferment of Doctorate Degrees (Honoris
Causa) on the following distinguished
persons:

Justice Mr. V.R. Krishna Iyer
Dr. Ma.Po. Sivagnanam

Justice Mr. M.M. Ismail

Justice Mr. B.S. Somasundaram
Prof. G.R. Damodaran

Dr. V.Sp. Manickam

Mr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy
Justice Mr. S. Maharajan
Padmashri V. Vaidhyasubramanya Aiyar
Dr. T.P. Meenakshisundaram
Dr. S.G. Manavala Ramanujam
Dr. S.P. Adinarayan

Mr. Madurai S. Somasundaram
Acharya J.B. Kripalani and

Dr. T.M.P. Mahadevan.

The evening witnessed a superb dance-
recital by Dr. Padma Subramaniam.

On the eve of the Golden Jubilee Cele-
brations, a symbolic torch-bearing con-
tingent of fifty students arrived;marching
all the way from Chettinad, the birth place
of the Founder, to Annamalainagar, and
that was yet another eye-catching scene
to remember

Thenext day, namely, the 7th December
1979, was the Alumni Day. Mr. Justice
V.R.Krishna Aiyar, of the Supreme Court,
presided over the function and expressed
his well-considered views on the public
life of the country. He made a bold, at the
same time, a thoughtful speech. A number
of Alumni spoke, airing their views sin-
cerely and often with a dash of humm‘lr.

In the afternoon of December 8, 1979,
prizes were given away to the winners in



various Jubilee Competitions, by Mrs.
Thangammal Somasundaram, the wife of
the Vice-Chancellor.

The valedictory function was held in the
evening. Dr. Ma.Po. Sivagnanam presided
over and delivered the Valedictory
Address. He wished the staff and students
well, and exhorted the students to hold
aloft the banner of the University and be
an example and an inspiration to the
future generations of students.

Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar, the
Founder Pro-Chancellor, unveiled at this

august function the portraits of seven
previous Vice-Chancellors:

Prof. M. Ruthnaswamy

Dr. S.G. Manavala Ramanujam
Mr. T.M. Narayanaswami Pillai
Mr. V. Subrahmanyam

Mr. P. Chandra Reddy

Dr. S.P. Adinarayan

Dr. S. Chandrasekhar.

Dr. C.N. Sambandam, Dean, Faculty of
Arts, proposed a vote of thanks.

The curtain was brought down on the
grand celebrations of the Golden Jubilee
of the University, with the singing of the
National Anthem.
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Faculties and Departments

Faculty of Arts

Department of English

The Department of English, one of the
oldest Departments of Study, comprises
the sections (a) English and (b) Modern
European Languages, other than English.
The present staff strength of the Depart-
ment is fourteen, though at the time when
the University was making admissions to
the Pre University Class, B.A., B.Sc., and
B.Com. degree classes, it was a maximum
of thirtyeight.

The Board of Studies in English had for
its members, over the period of years, very
distinguished scholars of English, and
they saw toit that the standard of the M.A.
degree in English of this University
equalled that of the premier Universities
of India as well as those abroad.

The Department was among the first in
Indian Universities to introduce a full
paper on American Literature. Changes
have taken place in the curriculum of the
M.A. degree course from time to time in
tune with the trend of the times. The study
of Old and Middle English was first
dropped. While the other Universities
have done away with the viva voce exami-
nation at the M.A. level, the Department

continues to have it. Indian Writing in’

English was introduced in the late seven-
ties. A paper on Linguistics and Modern
English Grammar, two papers spread over
two semesters to impart Writing Skills, a
paper on Creative Writing, Literary Criti-

cism, and the study of a Genre were
introduced in the eighties.

The Institute of Spoken English which
offered courses in spoken English existed
only for a short period of three yearsin the
sixties. In response to popular demand,
the Department has plans to offer part
time Certificate and Diploma courses in
English for Communication with a modi-
fied and advanced curriculum.

A beginning has also been made in the
direction of equipping the Department
ultimately with a full-fledged sound labo-
ratory to keep abreast of the times in
instructional methods.

The Department has been conducting
full time M.Phil. courses from 1977, and it
hashelped a number of teachers in service
to acquire the M.Phil. degree under the
Faculty Improvement Programme. In
addition to full time M.Phil. scholars, the
Department has at present scholars doing
research leading to the award of the
M.Phil. degree under the Summer Sequen-
tial Programme. In addition to part time
teacher-researchers of the Department,
there are also full time research scholars
working for their Ph.D. degree.

The Department has been offering
instruction in French at the Certificate
and Diploma level. Instruction in French
at the Degree level (Part II and III) was
also offered as long as there were under-
graduate courses. For a short period in the
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sixties, students were admitted to the M.A.
Class in French when Professor Lambert
Saravane, Professor from the French
College, was with the Department. The
Department had at one time a Professor
(whose services were lent by the French
College, Pondicherry), a Reader, and a
Lecturer in French. But now there is a
Lecturer for the Certificate in French,
Diploma in French, and Advanced Dip-
loma in French Classes.

Courses leading to the Certificate and
Diplomz in German and instruction in
German under Part IT were discontinued
after the sixties, as the services of quali-
fied teachers were not available after the
retirement of Thiru T.P. Thamby.

From its inception, the Department has
had the benefit of learned scholars direct-
ing its affairs. Of about ten Professors,
who occupied the Chair of English at
different times, the tenure of Professor
M.S. Duraiswami was the longest, of
twenty two years, and most of the teachers
of the Department on date have studied
under him. i

Department of History

The Department of History, one of the
oldest in the University, has been
headed by such eminent scholars as Sri
B.R. Kumar (1929-30), Professor P.R.
Srinivasa Aiyangar (1930-1932), Dewan
Bahadur Professor C.S. Srinivasachariar
(1932-1946), Professor R. Sathianathaiyer
(1946-1964), Dr. B.V. Ramanujam (1964-
1969), Dr. A. Krishnaswamy (1969-1971),
Prof. D. Balasubramanian (1971-1986),
and Dr. M.S. Govindasamy, since 1986.

Professor R. Baskaran, Dr. S. Bala-
krishna Nair, Dr. P.C. Alexander (now
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Governor of Tamilnadu), Sri S.K.
Govindaswami, and Sri P. Srivirarayan
Raja had been on the staff of the
Department.

So far 12 Doctorates, 14 M.Litt. and 67
M.Phil. Degrees in history have been
awarded.

Over thirteen research works, mostly
relating to South Indian History, have
been published by the Department.

The Department conducted the Annual
Conference of the Indian Association for
American Studies in February 1983, and
the 45th Session of the Indian History
Congress in December 1984. The Depart-
ment is privileged, along with the
Department of Political Science, to be in
charge of the Professor M. Ruthna-
swamy Endowment Lectures and the Dr.
S.V. Chittibabu Endowment Lectures.

The présent strength of the Depart-
ment is one Professor, one Reader, and
five Lecturers.

Department of Politicai
Science

M.A. Political Science Course was
started in the composite Department of
History and Politics during 1979-80. In
December, 1981, a separate Department
of Political Science was created. Dr. S.V.
Chittibabu, the then Vice-Chancellor,
inaugurated the newly created Depart-
ment. Since then the Department has
been growing from strength to strength
in all directions.

offers
Science,

At present the Department
courses in M.A. Political



M.Phil., Ph.D., and P.G. Diploma in
Public Administration.

Since its inception the Department
has produced 25 M.Phils. and 4 Ph.Ds.

Since 1982, the Department has orga-
nised 3 UGC seminars, 2 USEFI sponsored
Workshop/Seminars and the XxvI
Annual Conference of the Indian Asso-
ciation for American Studies.

Also, eminent foreign scholars such as
Dr. V. Subramanian of Carleton Uni-
versity, Dale C. Thompson, of McGill
University, Dr. Richard Hofferbert,
State University, New York and Dr.
Elizabeth C. Hanson, of the University
of Connecticut have visited the
Department.

Indian Scholars who had visited the
Department are: Dr. Joseph Murican,
Institute of Social Science, Trivandrum,
1987 and 1988, Dr. B.S. B.S. Bhargava,
Institute of Economic and  Social
Change, Bangalore, 1987 and Dr. M.
Abel, Former Vice-Chancellor, Krishna-
devaraya University, Anatapur, 1988.

The following members of the staff
held positions as shown below:

Dr. S. Bhaskaran: President, Indian
Association for American Studies (1984-
86), Elected Member, Board of Directors,
American Studies Research Centre,
Hyderabad (1984-86 and 1986-88)

Dr. A. Shanmugam: Treasurer-Secre-
tary, Indian Association for American
Studies, 1986-87 and 1987-88, General
Secretary, Indian Association for Ameri-
can Studies, 1988-89 and 1989-90.

Mr. B. Krishnamurthy: Member, Edi-
torial Board, Indian Journal of Political
Science, 1988-89.

Dr. G. Palanithurai: Member, Editorial
Board-Journal of Eelam Studies
(London), Executive Member, Tamil
Nadu Political Science Academy (1987)

The staff members have actively parti-
cipated in many Conferences and Semi-
nars both at the national and the inter-
national levels. Also some of them have
a number of articles and books to their
credit.

Awards:

Dr. S. Bhaskaran received Fulbright
Fellowship (Institute of International
Education) from July 1974 to December
1978 and also the Shastri Indo-Canadian
Institute’s Social Science Research
Fellowship: He stayed at McGill Uni-
versity, Montreal, Canada (September
1983 — December 1983). Under the
USEFI - FULBRIGHT Scheme he was a
Visiting Lecturer and Senior Research
Scholar at the School of Advanced
International Studies, Johns Hopkins
University in 1988.

Dr. G. Palanithurai received the
Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute’s Social
Science Research Fellowship and stayed
in McGill University, Montreal, Canada
(July 2 —August 16, 1989)

Department of Economics

The Department of Economics is one
of the oldest Departments in the Uni-
versity, attracting social sciences
students to its post-graduate and
research courses. The courses offered are:
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M.A. Regular, M.Phil. (Regular and
Sequential), Ph.D., and D.Litt. in
Economics. The Department has had the
unique distinction of being headed by
eminent professors right from its incep-
tion in 1928. The first to head the
Department was Prof. Ahamed Muhtar.
Professors who assumed office in succes-
sion were Professor Duraiswamy Ayyan-
gar, Professor B.V. Narayanaswami
Naidu, Professor R.N. Poduval, Dr.
S. Chandrasekhar, Prof. V.C. Rama-
krishna Ayyar, Professor S.V. Ayyar,
Prof. K.S. Sonachalam, Dr. A. Rama-
swami, and Dr. T.C. Mohan.

Professors of this Department have
won academic acclaim. A few of the
prominent contributions are listed below.
Dr. B.V. Narayanaswami Naidu did
research on Groundnut Cultivation in
South Arcot District, Rural Credit, and
Rail and Road Transport. Professor K.S.
Sonachalam’s contributions relate to
Benefit Cost Evaluation of Cauvery-
Mettur Project, Land Reforms Legis-
lations and Their Implementations in
Tamilnadu, Electricity and Economic
Development in Tamilhadu, and a
Study of Industrial Relations in Selected
Industries in Tamil Nadu. Dr. A. Rama-
swami did research on the Impact of
Panchayat Raj and Community Deve-
lopment in Tamilnadu and also made a
Study of Land Reforms in Selected
Districts in Tamilnadu. Dr. T.C. Mohan’s
research related to the Study of the Pro-
blems of Unemployment among ITI
Trainees in Tamilnadu and an Approach
to Planning for Rural Development at
the Village Level. He is the author of
some text books for B.A. and M.A.
Economics (Tamil Medium). As the
Head, he gave a new thrust to research
work.
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Among the professors of the Depart-
ment whose valuable services were
recognised by the Government, and who
were entrusted with great responsibi-
lities, mention may be made of Dr. B.N.
Narayanaswami Naidu who became the
Chairman of the Tariff Board and later
Chairman of the Forward Markets Com-
mission, after serving the department for
a number of years. Dr. S. Chandra-
sekhar is a world renowned Demo-
grapher with many publications to his
credit. He was for sometime the Union
Minister of Health and Family Planning
and later the Vice-Chancellor of the
University. Prof. K.S. Sonachalam was
for a few years a member of the Railway
Rates Tribunal.

The Department consists of a
Professor, 4 Readers, and 6 Lecturers.

The major areas of research .of the
Department include (i) Agriculture and
Rural Development, (ii) Industrial
Economics and Industrial Relations. (iii)
Banking, (iv) Fiscal Economics, (v)
Urban Economics, (vi) Health Econo-
mics, and (vii) Tribal Development.

There are at present 180 students in
M.A. classes, 27 in M.Phil, 11 in Ph.D.
and 2 in D.Litt. Courses.

The Department has carried out a
number of research projects, sponsored
by ICSSR, UGC, IACR, SBI, IB. NLC, etc.

Departmeht of Sociology

The Annamalai University was the
first institution in Tamil Nadu to offer a
course in Sociology from the pre-degree
course to the doctoral programme.



The Sociology Department came into
being in 1954, offering instructions at
the under-graduate level. Three years
later, the Department introduced the
post-graduate course in Social Sciences.
Three American Professors, Dr. Eugene
P. Link, Dr. Clarence E. Glick and Dr.
Charles Freeman were deputed by the
USIS to assist the Department in its
formative years. For various admini-
strative reasons the post-graduate wing
of the department remained suspended
during 1966 to 1977, which has since
been revived. The present staff position:
one Professor, one Reader and four
Lecturers.

At present there are thirty students in
M.A. previous and twenty five in M.A.
final. The curriculum content of the post-
graduate course lays stress on theory,
methodology and statistics.

Topics in rural sociology, industrial
sociology, labour problems, sociology of
development and modernisation, medical
sociology, women studies and urban
communities and their socio-cultural
changes have been generally chosen by
the researchers in the Department. So
far 39 students have obtained their
M.Phil., degrees and 3 researchers have
been awarded Ph.D. degrees in Socio-
logy. On date, there are 10 M.Phil
scholars and 11 Ph.D scholars working
on various research projects.

A UGC - sponsored Workshop in
Research Methodology in Social Sciences
was organised in 1981 by the Depart-
ment. The teachers of the Department
were associated with text-book writing in
Tamil for plus-two sociology “students,
which was published by the Government
of Tamil Nadu Text Book Society. The

B.A. and M.A. level sociology courses
were introduced through Distance Edu-
cation in 1980. In 1982 the Tamil Nadu
Sociological Society was formed to
promote research activities among its
members. The XVI All India Sociological
Conference was  organised during
December 1982. Around 500 delegates
from all over the country and abroad
participated in the Conference.

The teachers of the Department have
participated in international and
national level conferences and seminars
like the World Sociology Congress, All
India Sociological Conferences, and the
ones conducted by the Advanced
Training Institute for Teachers in Simla
and presented scientific papers.

With increasing demand made by the
community and the Government for the
‘nvolvement of the universities in the
welfare of the common man, the Socio-
logy Department has undertaken a few
community-oriented projects.

Department of Commerce

The Department of Commerce started
functioning in 1955 under the aegis of
the Department of Economics with three
members of the staff. B.Com. and
B.Com. (Hons.) courses were offered.
Later, it functioned under the headship
of Thiru S. Rajagopalan, Deputy
Registrar of Co-operative  Societies,
deputed by the Government of Tamil
Nadu, to teach Co-operation on free
services terms. Only in 1962, it came to
be headed by a Commerce Professor,
when Dr. M.O. Mathew was appointed
Head of the Department.

In 1959, the M.Com. Degree Course
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was started, and the B.Com. (Hons.)
course was discontinued in 1962. Ubpto
1976, research facilities leading to the
award of the M.Litt. Degree were
provided. In 1977, in the place of M.Litt.,
M.Phil. course came into existence.
Currently, the courses offered in the
department are:

1. M.Com. (English Medium) with
specialisation in Income Tax Law
and Practice and Cooperation and
Banking.

2. M.Com. (Tamil Medium) with
specialisation in Co-operation and
Banking (Introduced in the
academic year 1987-88).

3. M.Phil. (Regular, Part-time and the
Summer Sequential Programmes)

4. Ph.D. (Regular.
External)

Part-time, and

The members of the teaching staff are
well qualified, with research degrees and
research guidance experience. The sanc-
tioned strength of the Department in-
cludes Professor 1, Readers 4, Lecturers
11, Part-time Auditor 1, and one Deputy
Registrar of Co-operative Societies,
deputed by the Government of Tamil
Nadu on free-services terms. The Depart-
ment is well-equipped with a library
consisting over 2,500 books and back
volumes of 13 journals and periodicals.

The popularity of the courses offered
by the Department has drawn students
from far and wide all these years, and
the present strength is 371, comprising
190 M.Com. English Medium students,
114 Tamil Medium Students, 37 M.Phil.
regulars, 21 M.Phil. Summer Sequential
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candidates and 9 PhD. full-time
scholars (including 7 Junior Research
Fellows holding UGC Scholarships). So
far it has produced 10 M.Litts, 145
M.Phils., in 9 different fields of specia-
lisation, and 13 Ph.Ds.

Different co-curricular activities are
organised by the Department every year
for the benefit of the students. Also it
has been bringing out a magazine
continuously for the past 27 years. There
are 2 units of NSS with 225 student
volunteers and 2 programme officers. A
large number of students are active
members of the Social Service League of
the University, and they undertake
various activities including conducting
of Night Schools for the poor students.

Centre of Advanced Study in
Linguistics

The Government of India, through the
University Grants Commission, gave a
grant of Rs. 3,00,000/- at the time of the
Silver Jubilee Celebrations of the Anna-
malai University in 1954, to institute a
Research Chair in the University. On
that basis, the University, on the
recommendation of a special committee
of experts, started the Department of
Comparative Philology in 1956. The
Deparment was initially started with a
Reader and two Lecturers. Later in 1957,
the University encouraged the Depart-
ment by providing another Reader, one
Lecturer in Linguistics, and one Lecturer
each in Telugu, Kannada, and
Malayalam.

The University Grants Commission,
seeing its performance, gave grants for
putting up a building and a phonetics
laboratory.



The Department was renamed as the
Department of Dravidian Linguistics in
1959, and a two-year M.A. Degree course
in Linguistics was started. In the same
year a Certificate and Diploma Courses
in Linguistics and also one in each of
the South Indian Languages were
started. The Department also introduced
an Eight-week Intensive Course in
spoken Tamil in 1963. In the same year
a full-time Diploma Course in Tamil was
also started for the benefit of non-
Tamils.

The work turned out by the Depart-
ment was appreciated by the University
Grants Commission, and the Depart-
ment was made a Centre of Advanced
Study in Linguistics in 1963.

The Centre was selected in 1967 for
assistance under the British Common-
wealth Education Co-operation Pro-
gramme and the Colombo Plan. On that
basis, there was exchange of the staff
between the Department and the
Departments in the United Kingdom.

In 1984, the Department introduced
part-time Post-Graduate Diploma
Courses in Adult Education, Dialecto-
logy, Language Teaching Methods,
Lexicography, Phonetics, and Transla-
tion Studies.

The Department celebrated its Silver
Jubilee in 1986. In 1988 an M.A. Course
in Translation Studies was started.

The Centre was sanctioned many pro-
jects by the NCERT, ICASR, UGC, and the
Government of Tamil Nadu, since 1963,
and many students from all over India
have been working in these projects with
financial assistance.

The Department has so far produced
101 Ph.Ds. 10 persons have submitted
their dissertations for the award of
Ph.D., and 22 candidates are working for
their Ph.D. 13 candidates have obtained
their M.Litt. Degrees, and 10 candidates
have earned their M.Phil. Degrees.

The Department had conducted 31
Seminars, one Workshop, one National
Symposium, and 7 Summer Institutes.

The members of the staff of the
Department have published about 150
books and 1300 research papers in
leading journals.

Centre for Population
Studies

The Centre for Population Studies was
started in August 1976. It is a full-
-fledged Post-Graduate and Research
Centre in Populatior Studies, offering
M.A., M.Phil, and Ph.D. Degree Courses:

The Centre has one Professor and four
Lecturers and it carries its three divi-
sions of Teachifig, Research, and
Extension.

Teaching:

The M.A. Programme has 14 courses,
spread over 4 semesters, including basic
courses _in Sociology, Economics,
Research Methodology, and Statistics,
which are relevant for a clear grasp of
population dynamics. Besides, the
students are required to take-up a
demographic topic of current interest for
their field work and to submit a
scientific and analytic report (disserta-
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tion) at the end of the course programme
and they are required to defend their
report in the viva-voce examination.

The Centre extends its teaching faci-
lities to other departments such.as Socio-
logy and Development Studies.

Research:

The faculty members are engaged in
their own research, besides research gui-
dance offered to M.Phil. and Ph.D.
researchers. A total of 31 M.Phils & 1
Ph.D. Degrees were awarded since 1980.
Presently there are 7 M.Phil. and 4
Ph.D. researchers, working on various
topics of current socio-economic and
demographic importance.

Also, the Centre has taken up a
research project on Tribes in Kalrayan
Hills, sponsored by the Government of
Tamil Nadu, under the auspices of
DANIDA (Danish International Develop-
ment Agency)

Extension:

The faculty members take part, every
year in the one-day Training Pro-
grammes. for local leaders in villages,
organised by the District Family Wel-
fare and Maternal and Child Health
Bureau, South Arcot District.

The Centre organises Population Edu-
cation Week celebrations every year,
under the auspices of Population Educa-
tion Clubs, sanctioned to the Centre by
the UGC. The Population Education Club
activities include organisation of
various competitions and group dis-
cussions on issues pertaining to popu-
lation problems. Population problem
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awareness, small family norm cam- -
paigns in every house-hold in the
neighbouring villages are also organised
with the active involvement of P.G.
students. The faculty members deliver
lectures periodically and also during
the week-long celebrations in the
campus and villages in the neighbour-
hood, on population problems and
Family Planning.

Department of Business
Administration

The Department of Business Admini-
stration was started in the year 1978-
1979 with a view to  promoting
management education with reference to
teaching, research, and training in
management.

The Department at present, offers two
teaching programmes. 1. Two-year full-
time programme leading to the M.B.A.
Degree; 2. Three year part-time pro-
gramme leading to the M.B.A. Degree.

Research activities in the Department
consist of a) Doctoral work by faculty, b)
guiding M.Phil research and c) Publi-
cation of research studies, and pro-
fessional articles.

The Depatment has so far produced 8
M.Phil scholars who have now taken up
academic careers in managements edu-
cation. M.Phil course is now being

.offered to candidates coming under the

FIP programme.

The Department offers a number of
training activities organised by SIS,
Madras.



The Department has recently signed
a memorandum of understanding with
NLC, Neyveli for mutual exchange of
Faculty for the conduct of classes for
MBA. students and Part-time MBA.
students. Part-time M.B.A. classes are
also conducted at NLC in the final
semester of M.BA. programme with a
stipend of Rs. 750 per month.

Business Administration students
undergo 3 months project training in
different industries all over India. So
far, more than 100 organisations have
offered project training.

The Department is equipped with
regular and Part-time Faculty members.
Qualified and competent practitioners,
and academics are appointed Guest
Lecturers. At present there are 5 Guest
Lecturers for MBA.

Academics, practitioners and Manage-
ment consultants are invited to deliver
special lectures and guest lectures on
select aspects of Management and
Self-development.

Department of Library and
Information Science

The Department of Library and Infor-
mation Science came into existence in
1979 and started functioning by offering
the Degree Course in Library and Infor-
mation Science to sixty students. To
begin with, the Librarian and the
Deputy Librarians, with one full-time
lecturer, participated in the teaching
programme. The Department was
located in the first floor of the Library
Building itself, so that the students
could be exposed to the actual work
environment.

In 1980, a Certificate Course in
Library Science was introduced. The
Department was strengthened with the
appointment of one more full-time
lecturer. The syllabus was modernised
in 1981 with more emphasis on practical
work. Tutorial system was introduced in
1982, to enhance teacher-students inter-
action Project work for each student was
made a course requirement. As these
innovations increased the work-load of
the staff, two full time lecturers were
appointed in the place of the Deputy
Librarians. A Certificate Course in

- Repragraphy, Non-Book Materials, and
. Audio-Visuals was started in 1985.

To-day, the Department is a full-
fledged one, offering the following
courses:

Bachelor of Library and Information
Sciences (BLIS)

Master of Library and Information
Sciences (MLIS)

Certificate in Library Science (CLIS)
Certificate in  Reprography, Non-
Book Material (CRNB)

M.Phil. and Ph.D. (Part-time).

All the members of the staff are
engaged in higher studies either leading
to M.Phil or Ph.D. About thirty research .
articles have been presented at various
Seminars and Conferences.

The Department has so far preduced
514 BLIS graduates, 234 Certificate
holders in Library Science, and 32
Certificate holders in Reprography and
Non Book Materials.

In the Diamond Jubilee year, the
Department of Library and Information
Sciences will be completing its first
decade of service in the field of Library
and Information Science.
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Department of
Development Studies

The subject of development in recent
years has come into the forefront of
thought. Originally treated as a topic
within the discipline of economics, it is
now generally accepted that development
is a wider social phenomenon in which
economic development is only a part and
embraces all other social sciences as well.

The Annamalai University, with the
collaboration of the Mother’s Service
Society of Pondicherry, had initiated a
project during 1982-83. The main objective
was to map out the dimensions and boun-
daries of development as a science and to
evolve a syllabus for an M.A. level course
in Development Studies.

The M.A. level course in Development
Studies was introduced in the academic
year 1982-83, with an intake of 40 students
drawn both from Arts and Science dis-
ciplines. This course is interdisciplinary
in nature and teaching faculties from
Economics, Sociology, Political Science,
Psychology, Population Studies, Com-
puter Science and Statistics are drawn to
teach the course.

Special Features of the Course

1. The curriculum embraces all social
sciences and integrates them within
a broader framework.

2. Students are given practical training
in computer programming and appli-
cations.

3. A survey-based dissertation is sub-
mitted by the students as a partial
fulfilment of the requirements for the
degree. '

4. Facilities for M.Phil. and Ph.D. pro-
grammes in Development Studies
and also available.

Since 1982-83, 120 students have passed
out, and currently 30 students are pur-
suing the course both in I & II year.

Research

1. Out of the 19 students registered for
M.Phil, 15 students have been
awarded the degree since 1984.

2. There are also 4 research scholars
working for their doctoral degree
under UGC's research fellowship
(through National Education Test)
since 1985.



Faculty of Science

Department of Mathematics

The Department of Mathematics was
founded in 1929. Dr. A. Narasinga Rao,
was the first Professor and Head of the
Department till his retirement in 1946.
Professor G.V. Krishnaswamy who was in
the Department right from its inception
-succeeded him and continued till 1950
when Dr. V. Ganapathy Iyer took over as
Professor and Head of the Department of
Mathematics. After the retirement of Dr.
V.Ganapathy Iyerin 1972, Dr.G.Sankara-
narayanan became the Head of the De-
partment and when he retired in 1986, he
was succeeded by Dr. R. Balakrishnan,
the present incumbent.

-Currently, the Department has one
Professor, four Readers and three Lec-
turers. It offers M.Sc., M.Phil., and Ph.D.
programmes in Mathematics. Provision
for college teachers to pursue M.Phil and
Ph.D. programmes, under the Faculty
Improvement Programme of the UGC, also
exists. J

The Department has consistently been
giving the top most priority to curriculum
development and as a consequence, it has
been updating its syllabi by introducing a
variety of new topics. Modern subjects like
Probability Theory and Stochastic Pro-
cesses, Operations Research, Computer
Programming, Analytic Number Theory
and Algebraic Number Theory, Graph
Theory, Cadding Theory, Matrix Analysis
and Near Rings form parts of the course
work at the M.Sc. and M.Phil. levels. The
Department has conducted its research
activities in the following fields; Geo-

‘metry, Algebra, Real, Complex and Func-
tional Analysis, Theory of Probability
and Stochastic Processes, Operations Re-
search and Discrete Mathematics. The
current research interests of the Depart-
ment are: Matrix Analysis, Ring Theory,
Graph Theory, Coding Theory and Sto-
chastic Processes.

The Department has a good record of
research work and already 36 candidates
have taken their Ph.Ds, in addition to
several M.Scs, by research and M.Phils.
The Department has to its credit nearly
300 research papers in standard journals
in India and abroad. In addition, seven
books have been published by the Staff of
the Department. :

The Department can well boast of a
valuable collection of books and back
volumes of journals. It has also acquired
a PC/AT Computer and an Electronic
Mathematical Typewriter. '

The Department has had the privilege of
hosting several conferences and seminars,
symposia and summer institutes. Many
Mathematicians of repute have been
invited as lecturers, and some have served
as also Visiting Professors.

Department of Statistics

The Statistics Department was started -
in 1955, with Dr. K. Rangaswami Aiyar as
the Professor and Head of the Depart-
ment. To begin with, Statistics was offered
as a major subject at the B.A. level. The
three-year B.Sc. (Hons.) course was
started in 1956 and the two-year M.Sc.,
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(Statistics) Course in 1958. With the
retirement of Dr. K. Rangaswami Aiyarin
1972, the Departments Mathematics and
Statistics were combined into a single
Department, under the headship of Dr. G.
Sankaranarayanan.

The Department was again separated in
1981, and Thiru V.R. Nandagopal, Reader
in Statistics was incharge of the depart-
ment until 1983, when Dr. M. Rajagopalan
was promoted as Professor and Head of
the Statistics Department.

The Department currently offers (1) a
two-year M.Sc. Programme, (2) M.Phil
and Ph.D. programmes in Statistics and
(3) a part-time P.G. Diploma Course in
Statistics. In addition, the Department is
currently involved in teaching 'Statistics
to the following Degree Courses: B.Sc.
(Agri.), M.Sc. (Agri.), MBA., M.Sc., (Zoo.),
M.Sc. (Botany), M.Sc., (Bio-Chemistry),
M.A. (Development Studies), M.A. (Politi-
cal Science), M.A. (Economics). Further,
the Department is also helping research
students of sister Departments in the
statistical analysis of their research data.

The Department has a good library and
acomputing facility consisting of a PC/AT
and 4 PCs with Statistical Softwares.

The Department has produced five
M.Scs (by research), and three Ph.Ds and
M.Phils. Currently research work is going
on in the following topics: (1) Bayesian
Inference (2) Stochastic Processes (3) Eco-
nometrics (4) Reliability and (5) Outliers.

The present staff strength is one Pro-
fessor, two Readers and five Lecturers.
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Department of Physics

The Department of Physics, was started
in 1929 and it is well known for its
research in Magnetism and Molecular
Physics. It has a very good research
laboratory leading to advanced studies in
Spectroscopy, Geo-Physics, Bio-Physics,
Chemical Physics and Material Science.
The Alumni of this department are occup-
ing high positions in various research
institutions all over the world.

The first Professor, Prof. S.R. Rao laid
the foundatior: for research. A lot of work
in Magneto Chemistry, Metal Magnetism
and Scattering was carried out. The acti-
vities continued during the headship of
Prof. J.P. Manickam and Prof. T.P. Nava-
neetha Krishnan. During the period
of Prof. K. Venkateswaralu, research
assumed new dimensions. He contributed
to Force Field Studies and the Raman
Scattering. Then Dr. S. Sriraman who
succeded Prof. K. Venkateswaralu con-
solidated teaching and research activities.
Under the Headship of Dr. K. Rama-
swamy, research expanded to fields like
Molecular Physics, Geo-Physics and Bio-
Physics. Presently the Department is
headed by Prof. V. Shanmugasundaram.
The Department has one Professor, five
Readers and five Lecturers.

Sinceits inception, three D.Sc., Degrees,
60Ph.D., 15 M.Sc., by research, 80 M.Phil.,
Degrees have been awarded. More than
600 research papers have been published
in national and international journals.
The Department has been regularly con-
ducting summer schools and national
seminars.

The Department offers M.Sc., M.Phil.,
and Ph.D., Programmes in Physics.



From the academic year 1989-90, a job
oriented P.G. Diploma Course in Elec-
tronics and Instrumentation has also
been offered to cater to the needs of the self
employed, and to technicians in teaching
and research institutions and hospitals.

Presently, 30 Scholars
their studies for Ph.D.,
degrees.

are pursuing
and M.Phil,

The Department also has a full fledged,
well equipped workshop with sophisti-
cated machines, which is fully utilised by
students and research scholars.

Eminent Scientists, like C.V. Raman,
K.S. Krishnan, Bhagavantham, R.S.
Krishnan, E.S.R. Gopal visited the Depart-
ment and had given lectures. Currently,
two projects in the interdisciplinary area
are going on with Dr. K. Ramaswamy as
Principal Investigator under the auspices
of the University Grants Commission.

Central Instrumentation and Services
Laboratory

The Central Instrumentation and Ser-
vices Laboratory was sanctioned by UGC
during the 7th Plan period. It started
functioning in a room in the Department
of Physics under the control of Dr. K.
Ramaswamy, the then head of the Depart-
ment of Physics. The laboratory was
shifted to the present place in 1984. The
present laboratory is constructed on a
plinth area of about 2500 sq.ft. which is
fully air conditioned.

The Laboratory is equipped with
sophisticated instruments for advanced
research. Researchers from all the depart-
ments of the University and neighbouring
Colleges avail the facilities. Servicingina

small scale is also undertaken. This
laboratory caters to the needs of the
research workers.

Presently, this laboratory is under the
control of Dr. S.V. Shanmugasundaram,
Dean, Faculty of Science, One Instrumen-
tation Engineer, two Lecturers and one
technician were appointed for the opera-
tion, maintenance and servicing of the
equipments.

The following instruments are available
in this Laboratory.

1. Perkin - Elmer R 32 NMR

2. Technicon Re2p Amino-acid
Analyser

3. JASCO UV/Visible 650
Spectrophotometer

4. JASCO FP - 550
Spectroflourometer

5. PYE-UNICAM SPs - 300 IR-
Spectrophotometer

6. EDAX PV 9500, PU 9100 XRF

7. JASCO HPLC |

8. HCL Micro-processor-

work Horse Level-11
ICE
Maker

9. RICHARDSON &
CRUDDAS

To ensure uninterrupted power supply, a
50 KVA Genset has also been installed.

Department of Chemistry

The Department of Chemistry was
headed by eminent scholars, first by
Professor S.N. Chakravarthy and later by
Prof. K. Aswathnarayana Rao, Professor
S.V.R. Aananthakrishnan, Professor K.I.
Kurien, Professor T. Sakthivelu, Professor
V.D.N. Sastry, Professor M.L. Joshi, Pro-
fessor V. Baliah, and Professor K. Gana-
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pathy. The presentincumbent is Professor ~

M. Uma. The Department made outstand-
ing research contributions during Pro-
fessor V. Baliah’s Headship (1949-1976).
The first Doctorate Degree in Chemistry
was awarded in 1954, and from then on,
the Department grew from strength to
strength. The Department has produced
80 doctorates and 70 M.Phils. More than
300 research papers have so far been
published in national and international
scientific journals.

Research is also done in Inorganic
Chemistry, Physical Chemistry and Bio-
Chemistry.

The Department introduced specializa-
tion at the M.Sc. level, in 1988. Four
branches of specialisation are offered,
viz., Organic Chemistry, Inorganic Che-
mistry, Physical Chemistry and Bio-
Chemistry. The Department has been
expanded with three additional Pro-
fessors, one Reader and four Lecturers, the
total number of the teaching staff now
being 17.

The 23rd Annual Convention of Che-
mists was conducted during December,
1986 and a National Seminar on the
Applications of Physical Methods in Che-
mistry was organised in March, 1989.

Department of Botany

The Department of Botany was establi-
shed in 1932 and is 57 years old now. The
Department offers P.G. and Research
Courses for the M.Sc., M.Phil,, Ph.D,,
Degrees. The approved faculty strength is
13. At present under the Headship of Dr. T.
Govindarajalu, six Readers and three
Lecturers are working in the Department.
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There are four research laboratories
engaged in research in Plant Pathology,
Physiology, Ecology and Cytology. The
laboratories are well equipped and they
have helped scholars produce standard
publications and secure research degrees.
All the faculty members are experienced
teachers with Ph.D. qualification.

At present, the Department admits
some 60 students for M.Sc., degree course
each year. There are 18 M.Phil. and
25 Ph.D. scholars working in various
branches of Botany.

So far 34 Ph.D. and about 135 M.Phil
Degrees were awarded in this faculty. The
Department was headed by eminent Pro-
fessors like Prof. T.S. Raghavan, Prof.
T.C.N. Singh, Prof. K. Rengaswamy
Iyyengar, Prof. C. Srinivasan and Prof. R.
Ganesan. The Alumni of the Department
are occupying high positions in various
walks of life. Prof. A. Gnanam and Prof.
K.M. Marimuthu, Vice-Chancellors of
Madras and Bharathiar Universities res-
pectively are old students of the Botany
Department.

The Department has contributed more
than 500 research papers in different
disciplines of Botany to various national
and international journals. One of our
colleagues, Dr. D. Subramanian has been
awarded the highest degree, namely, the
D.Sc. Degree.

The Department conducted Summer
Institutes for College Teachers, and a
National Symposium on Cytomorphoge-
nesis, in 1988.

Department of Zoology

The Department of Zoology was started
as a small unit, attached to the Botany
Department in the early 30’s. The Depart-
ment was then headed by Prof. R.V.



Seshaiya who by his arduous efforts and
devotion introduced a graduate course in
Zoology. In 1948, the B.Sc. (Hons.) Degree
Course was introduced, with an intake of
10 students each year for the three-year
course. Subsequently the M.Sc., Course
was introduced. Later, subjects like Bio-
Chemistry, Bio-Physics and Bio-Statistics
were added to the curriculum with a view
to making the course of study more fruitful
and effective.

Professor Seshaiya laid the foundation
for research in the Department, guiding a
band of enthusiastic scholars for their
M.Sc., degree by research. Subsequently a
Ph.D,, programme was initiated. At pre-
sent a number of students are working for
their M.Phil. and Ph.D. Degrees.

The Department, under the Headship of
Prof. PR. Karpagaganapathy, has one
Professor, four Readers and six Lecturers.
It is proposed to offer a two-year M.Sc.,
course in aquaculture in the next Plan
period. So far, the Department has pub-
lished more than 125 papers in leading
national and international journals and
more than 150 papers have been presented
in Seminars and Symposia.

Centre of Advanced Study in
Marine Biology

The Centre of Advanced Study in
Marine Biology which is international
and national in character is engaged in
multidisciplinary research in the field of
Oceanography and Marine Biology. Late
Prof. R.V. Seshaiya who fostered and
nurtured it with great care, was its chief
architect, and laid the foundation on
which it has grown steadily. During the
course of its 25 years of existence, it

has built up rapport and collaborative
research with leading national and inter-
national research institutions and univer-
sities like the University of Southampton
and British Museum in Great Britain,
Arthus University in Denmark, Ehime
University of Japan and USSR Academy of
Sciences. The multidisciplinary research
approach truly reflects the broad con-
ception of this Centre and its profound
understanding of marine global research.

The Centre has been receiving generous
grants from the University Grants Com-
mission and the Department of Ocean
Development and has grown from
strength to strength. Sponsored projects,
funded by different international and
national agencies, totalling 32, have been
executed by the faculty members, as well
as by research scholars of the Centre. The
Centre has been offering a two year post
graduate course in M.Sc., Marine Biology
and Oceanography, besides, M.Phil and
Ph.D. programmes. It introduced a new
two year M.Sc., Course in Coastal Aqua-
culture from 1988-89, with a student
strength of 10. So far 124 research stu-
dents have been awarded Ph.D. degree,
166 students M.Phil. degree. About 700
research papers have also been published
from this Centre.

- The work of this Centre has all along
been highly commended. Taking into
consideration the volume of work carried
out by the Centre, the UGC has reorganised
this Centre under five functional divisions
namely:

1. Division of Physical and Chemical
Oceanography

2. Division of Biological Oceanography

3. Division of Physiology, Bio-Che-
mistry and Microbiology
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4. Division of Fishery Science and
5. Division of Marine Ecology and
Coastal Aquaculture.

Pollution Monitoring, Bactenological
Assessment of Seafood, Oceanographic
Cruises, Marine Pollution and Toxicology,
Marine Microbiology are the topics of
current research.

Special series of lectures by eminent
scholars have been the regular feature of
the Centre. Several National and Inter-
national Symposia and Workshops have
been conducted by the Centre.

In connection with the Pitchavaram
Master Development Programme, Scien-
tists from the National Institute of
Designs in New Delhi visited the Centre
recently and held elaborate discussions
with the Faculty Members. The meeting of
the National Committee on Gulf of
Mannar Biosphere Reserve was convened
at the Centre recently.

Itis heartening that the Madras Science
Foundation has entrusted the responsi-
bility of conducting the Training Work-
shop on Biological Parameters as a pre-
lude to the launching of an integrated
environmental programme of research on
the River Kaveri. With well motivated and
committed cadres in its Faculty, under
guidance of Prof. K. Ayyakkannu,
Director, the Centre is assiduously
striving its best to be a Seat of Excellence.

114

Department of Geology

The Department of Geology was started
in 1953 and has an established standing.
It has been offering M.Sc. degree course in
Geology since 1958. Now, it has eight
members of teaching staff besides a Geo-
chemical Analyst, a Section Cutter and
besides a few non-teaching personnel. It
has also a motor vechicle for the purposes
of field-work which forms an important
component of the Geology Curriculum.
The present student strength is about 90.

The courses offered are M.Sc. Geology
and a Post M.Sc. Diploma Course in
Hydrogeology. The syllabus of the M.Sc.
Course has much applied orientation and
includes subjects like Geophysical and
Geochemical Prospecting, Hydrogeology,
Engineering Geology, Environmental
Geology, Photogeology, Mining Geology
and Mineral Dressing. The Post M.Sc.
Diploma Course is an inter-disciplinary
one and is conducted with the collabo-
ration of the Civil Engineering Depart-
ment.

The Department has well-equipped
laboratories, a good library and a museum
which offers all facilities for Post-
graduate teaching and research. The
Department has turned out two M.Scs, (by
research), 7 M.Phils and 3 Ph.Ds, and has
also published about 40 research papers.
At present there are 6 part time Ph.D.
scholars and one full time PhD.
researcher and 5 full time M.Phil students.
The department is headed at present by
Thiru M.S. Seetharaman, and has-four
Readers and six Lecturers.



Faculty of Indian Languages

Department of Tamil Studies
and Research

The Tamil Department’s origin can be
traced back to the Tamil College, started
by Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of
Chettinad, which later became an integral
part of the Tamil Department of the
University.

The Department had been headed by
eminent scholars like Prof. K. Subra-
mania Pillai, Swami Vipulananda,
Navalar Somasundara Bharathiar, Maha-
mahopadyaya Pandithamani Kathiresan
Chettiar and similar other savants.
Owing to the devoted work of the succes-
sive Heads of the Departments and dis-
tinguished faculty members that include
scholars like Mahamahopadyaya Dr. V.V.
Swaminatha Iyer, Maha Vidwan R.
Raghava Iyengar, Navalar N.M. Venkata-
samy Nattar, Dr. R.P. Sethu Pillai, Thiru
T.V. Sadasiva Pandarathar, that the
Department has risen to the present posi-
tion and repute. Many branches of Tamil
Studies in Literature, Grammar, Philo-
logy, Saiva Siddhantha have beeu
nurtured by these great scholars. Now
the Department is headed by Dr. AR.
Alagappan.

The M.A,, Degree Course in Tamil was
first introduced in the Annamalai Uni-
versity. It has also been the first in the
country to award doctorates in Tamil by
research. Prof. A. Chidambaranatha
Chettiar was the first recipient of the
Ph.D., Degree in Tamil.

During the sixty years of its history, the
Department has successfully implemented

several research programmes. It has
brought out sixteen volumes of the
Variorum Edition of Kambaramayanam,
which brought international acclaim to
the University. The University has
collected old manusecripts from every nook
and corner of the country, collated them,
and brought them out in monumental
editions. Five volumes of the History of
Tamil Literature, one on Tholkappiyam,
another, on Saiva Literature, yet another,
on Religious Literature, and still another,
on the Literatures of the 3rd, 4th and 5th
century, and the fifth volume on the 13th,
14th and 15th century Literatures were
brought out by the University. Another
important publication is A Critical
History of Twelve Thirumurais in two
volumes. The Sahithya Akademy rightly
entrusted the work of compiling The
National Bibilography of Book of Literary
Merit to this University. A Bibilography
of Tamil Men of Letters in three volumes
has been compiled, on the model of the
Oxford Companion to English Literature.
Itincludes references to some six thousand
Tamil poets.

The famous editions of Yapparungala-
kkarikai, Nannool, Nambi Agapporul,
and Purapporul Venbamalai are also note-
worthy publications of the D=partment.

Many Tamil books on scientific subjects
have also been brought out by this
Department in collaboration with the
Faculty of Science. Likewise, publications
on Tamil Music hdve also been brought
out. This department so far, has published
201 books on various subjects.

rhe Department has conducted more
than seventy seminars since 1929.
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A National Seminar on “Patriotism in"

Indian Literature” was conducted from
21st to 23rd March, 1986.

The Tamil Writers’ Conference was held
from 22nd to 24th March, 1987.

The Department has so far produced 35
Ph.Ds. and 121 M.Phils., Degrees.

The Department also conducts the
Aaivarangam and Tamil Peravai.

The Tirukkural Chair was instituted in
1970 as a result of the Second World Tamil
Conference held in Madras. The Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu has given the finan-
cial aid to create this Chair in the
University.

Six eminent scholars have served in the
Tirukkural Research Section, and eight
books were published by them. The Chair
isnow occupied by Dr. R. Sarangapani. He
has undertaken Variorum Edition of the
Kural.

There are at present 14 members of the
teaching staff and 69 students.

Among the fourteen teaching staff
seven have got their Ph.D., Degrees and
two have submitted their theses for the
Degree this year.

One M.Phil,, student gets Rs. 1,000/-
every year from the endowment of PL.
Ramaswamy Ponnalagammai. Certificate
Course in Folklore and Journalism are
conducted in the evenings.

New subjects like Computer Study,
Temple and Temple Worship, Manage-
ment of Temple and General Management
are included in the M.A, syllabus.
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Every student of Tamil M.A., course
gets nearly Rs.500/- every year as incen-
tive from the endowments of Dr. Rajah Sir
Annamalai Chettiar and Thiruppanandal
Sri Kasimadam.

An Annotated Bibliography of Gram-
mar is being compiled. The sixth volume
of the Journal of Indian Language has
been published.

The Bharathiar Centenary Endowment
Lectures, instituted by the Tamil Nadu
Government, are being conducted every
year. This apart, Special Lectures, with
the aid of the University, and lectures
under 14 different endowments are deli-
vered every year.

Department of Sanskrit

From the days of the Meenakshi College,
eminent scholars had directed Sanskrit
Studies in the University. M.A., M.Litt.,
Ph.D. and the Four-Year Siromani Course
in all Sastras were offered by the Depart-
ment.

Between 1930 and 1940, a number
of research publications, in Sanskrit
were brought out under the title, “Anna-
malai University Sanskrit Series.” The
late Mahamahopadhyaya S. Dandapani-
swami Dikshitar, the doyen among Sans-
krit Grammarians and the first Principal
of the then Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar
Sanskrit College, became later Lecturer in
the University Department and edited
‘Sabhapativilasanataka.” Mahamahopa-
dhyaya Vidyavachaspati Prof. S. Kuppu-
swami Sastri and Prof. Rama Pisharoti
were internationally known for their
research contributions. Prof. V.A. Rama-
swami Sastri edited Vachaspatimisras
Tatvabindu, a valuable contribution to



the literature of Purvamimamasa School.
His Jagannatha Pandita is a treatise on
the life and works of a great rhetorician of
the Shah-jejan period. The other publi-
cations of the Department are:

1. Swarasiddhanta Chandrika : Sri. K.A.
Sivaramakrishna Sastri

2. Bhavanaviveka of Mandanamisra: Sri
K.A. Sivaramakrishna Sastri & Prof.
V.A. Ramaswami Sastri.

3. Vivarana, a commentary on Vyatpati-
vada : Panditaraja V. Subramanya
Sastri

4, Vidhivimarasa-Sabda-Tarangini etc. :
Panditaraja V. Subramanya Sastri

5. The Philosophy of Aesthetic Pleasure :
Sri. P. Panchapagesa Sastri

6. History of Sanskrit Literature (In
Tamil) : Dr. P.S. Subramanya Sastri

7. A History of Sanskrit Language (In
Tamil) : Dr. P.S. Subramanya Sastri

8. Thonivilakku (In Tamil) : Dr. P.S.
Subramanya Sastri

9. Patanjali Mahabhashya :
Subramanya Sastri

10. Tolkappiam Cholladhikaram (In Eng-
lish) : r. P.S. Subramanaya Sastri

Dr. P.S.

Dr. C.S. Venkateswaran, Professor and
Head of the Department for a long period,
published several research papers on
Vedic and Epic works and produced a
number of M.Litts and Ph.Ds.

At present the following Courses are
conducted.

1. M.A,, M.Phil, Ph.D.
2. Certificate and Diploma Courses
(Part-time).

Dr. S. Srinivasa Sarma, now the Head of
the Department, has edited Vrttamani-
malaof Mahamahopadhyaya Ganapati

Sastri, with an introduction and critical
notes in Sanskrit. He has also published
his poetical compositions on modern sub-
jects (more than 60) in several Sanskrit
journals. His new book on the Sanskrit
Dramatic Literature (e Qumflsm &
@wéRw aiywrp)has been published by
the University.

Eight scholars have successfuly com-
pleted their M.Phil. research.

Department of Hindi

The Department of Hindi and Urdu was
inaugurated on 2.7.1971. Dr. S. Gulam
Rasool was Reader and Head of the
Department and Dr. Akbar Hussain,
lecturer. Hindi was offered to the students
of B.A., B.Sc., classes under Part I and as
an optional subject for B.Com. students.
Besides, Certificate and Diploma Courses
were offered as part-time courses.
Research for Ph.D. in both Hindi and
Urdu, is done by some.

In 1982, after the undergraduate courses
were shed, Hindi was offered for Foun-
dation Courses, B.A., B.Sc., courses under
part I. of the Correspondence Courses.
Meanwhile, a new course, namely, Post-
graduate Diploma in Translation, Admini-
strative Drafting, and Reporting in Hindi
was started. In 1982-83 students joined a
P.G. Diploma Course in Translation. An
M.A.in Hindi Translation is being started
from this academic year i.e. from 1989-90.
This apart,the Department of Hindi has
already produced a few M.Phils and Ph.Ds
in Hindi literature. Good research faci-
lities for M.Phil. and Ph.D. are available
in the Department.
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Faculty of Engineering and Technology

Realising the urgent need for Engineers,
immediately after the Second World War,
for the reconstruction and development of
our nation, the Government of Madras
gave permission to the Annamalai
University, to start the Faculty of Engi-
neering and Technology, with a grant of
Rs. 1 lakh, in 1945. The Faculty of Engi-
neering and Technology was started with
two departments, Engineering and Tech-
nology, with an intake of 90 and 30,
respectively. The Engineering Depart-
ment offered B.E. Courses in Civil, Mecha-
nical and Electrical Engineering. The
Technology Department offered B.E.
Degree Course in Chemical Engineering.
In the First Year, basic courses were
conducted, utilising the infrastructure in
the Science Faculty. At the same time,
separate buildings for Workshop, Survey
Laboratory, S.M. Laboratory and Mecha:

nical Engineering Laboratory were built,_

near the Railway Station. Subsequently
Alagappa Chettiar Technology Block was
built, for which Dr.Rm. Alagappa Chettiar
donated Rs.5 lakhs. The main Engineer-
ing Block, to house the Engineering
Departments, was immediately construc-
ted with grants from the Government and
the University. A hostel for students was
built out of the donation given by the
Maharaja of Travancore. Subsequently,
the Hydraulic Laboratory, Steam Labo-
ratory, Internal Combustion Engines
Laboratory, Chemical Engineering Block,
Structural Engineering Building, Science
Block, Electrical Engineering Block and
Computer Centre were constructed out of
the grants from State and Central Govern-
ments, under the Five Year Plan Scheme.
With the increase in demand for engineers,
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the intake was also gradually increased.
Hostel accomodation for students was
also increased with the addition of three
more blocks — Rani Seethai Achi Hostel
in 1954, New Block in 1962 and Rani
Meyyammai Block in 1970.

Besides B.E. Degree Course in Engi-
neering and Chemical Engineering, Dip-
loma Course in Minor Irrigation was
offered in 1945, to meet the urgent demand
of overseers in P.W.D. Departments. This
was subsequently dropped.

The first batch of Engineering students
graduated from the University in 1949.

Dr. K.C. Chacko, an eminent Engineer
and retired Principal of the Guindy Engi-
neering College was the first Dean of the
Faculty of Engineering and Technology.
Several eminent professors were appoin-
ted to plan and develop the Faculty of
Engineering and Technology. The stan-
dard of teaching, training and discipline
were so high that the engineers who
graduated from the University earned a
very good name by their performance in
competitive examinations.

The following Professors of the Faculty
of Engineering and Technology, worked
for the growth and development of the

Faculty of Engineering:

1. Dr. K.C. Chacko 1945-50
2. Prof. P. Venkataramana Raju 1950-54
3. Prof. S. Rajagopal Pillai 1954-58
4. Lt. Col. S. Paul 1958-64
5. Prof. A. Srinivasan 1964-67
6. Dr. SM. Lakshmanan 1967-78
7. Prof. G. Alexandar 1978-79



1979-86
1986-

8. Prof. Rm. Sethunaray4nan
9. Dr. AN. Andiappan

Post-Graduate Courses

Annamalai University started the M.E.
Course in Structural Engineering, the first
of its kind in India as early as 1953. The
following Post-Graduate courses were also
started in other disciplines subsequently.

1. Public Health Engineering.

2. Water Management.

3. Soil Mechanics and Foundation

Engineering.

4. Industrial Engineering and Agricul-
tural Engineering which were later
dropped.

. Thermal Engineering.

. Power Systems.

. Digital Electronics.

. Chemical Engineering.

. Production Engineering.

Wooaosswm

M.E. Courses are of a two year duration,
consisting of course work and research as
per the UGC guidelines. The Computer
Centre was started in 1977, with the grant
of Rs.42 lakhs from the UGC. This has been
subsequently developed further with more
facilities. The following courses are
offered by the Computer Centre:

1. Master of Computer Applications.

2. Post-Graduate Diploma in Computer
Applications.

3. Diploma Course in System Analysis
and Data Processing.

4. Certificate Course in Computer Pro-
gramming by Correspondence.

With the rapid development of new
techniques and specialisation in the field
of Engineering and Technology, the need
for diversification of the course was rea-
lised and the Annamalai Universty was

the first to introduce new specialised
disciplines in Civil and Structural Engi-
neering, Mechanical and Production
Engineering and Electronics and Instru-
mentation Engineering in 1978, at the
under graduate level.

A course in B.E. Degree in Computer
Sciences was started in 1989.

The Department of Pharmacy, which
was originally included in the Faculty of
Medicine, has now been transferred to the
Engineering and Technology Faculty as
per the AICTE norms. The Department has
been offering Diploma Course and Degree
Course in Pharmacy since 1982.

Women students were admitted to the
Engineering Faculty only from 1980. A
waiting room and a cycle shed were
constructed separately for women stu-
dents. At present, the women students are
housed in the women’s hostels meant for
Arts and Science students. Now the UGC
has sanctioned a grant for the construc-
tion of a separate hostel for women stu-
dents in the engineering courses.

Curriculum

The course contents of the various
branches of study are periodically re-
viewed and revised, taking into account
the Technological advancements, all
India Competitive Examinations and the
social needs. Semester system, continuous
internal assessment, elective subjects and
S.I. Units, were introduced well in time.
Thisis the first Engineering Institutionin
the South to introduce the examination
reform as per the latest directive from the
UGC.

Teachers

The Junior teachers of this Faculty
frequently attend summer/winter schools -
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on current topics, held in various parts of -

the country, to update their knowledge.
The elders often deliver special lectures at
such schools.

Researchwork and Consultancy Service

Research activity was started as early
as 1954 in the Civil Engineering Depart-
ment by the investigation of the appli-
cation of pre-stressing to stone beams, by
Prof. G.S. Ramaswamy. Later, research
on prestressed concrete was conducted by
Prof. Rm. Sethunarayanan in the Struc-
tural Engineering Department and a
report was submitted to the CSIR. The
main thrust of research in the Structural
Engineering Department was on material
technology using fly ash and soil cement
for stabilisation, and also the develop-
ment of process for the manufacture of
paddy husk cement out of the paddy husk
waste from Rice Mills and Lime Waste
from industries, as partial substitute for
normal cement for limited purposes. This
project was successfully completed in
1985. To establish the practical utility and
economical viability of this cement, an
experimental L.LG. housing unit has been
constructed for demonstration. The Struc-
tural Engineering Department has also
taken up consultancy work for soil inves-
tigation and design of structures.

The Civil Engineering Department has
specialised expertise and developed the
technique for the estimation of air pollu-
tion due to Thermal Power Stations and
suggest remedial measures. They have
undertaken several projects of pollution
estimation and control for thermal power
stations in Tamil Nadu and Karnataka
States and have submitted reports to the
Governments concerned.
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The Mechanical Engineering Depart-
ment has done pioneering work and
achieved notable results in the utilisation
of Solar Energy, especially for drying
grains. They have developed gadgets like
Solar Cookers, Water Heaters, Air Heaters
Stills etc., and also equipment for large
scale drying of paddy in mills. Several
publications have appeared in National
and International Journals. In recogni-
tion of the work done by the Department
on Solar Energy, the National Solar
Energy Convention was convened in 1980
in the University when several inter-
national Professors participated. The
collaborative research project between the
Colorado State University and Anna-
malai University on Solar Energy appli-
cations, funded by the USAID and the
Indian Government, was successfully
completed. In appreciation of the work the
University has been selected for further
collaborative research under the Indo-
USAID Programme.

The Electrical Engineering Department
has taken up various research pro-
grammes. A number of research papers in
the field of digital simulation of large scale
power systems had been presented in
National and International Seminars.
Several software packages relating to the
Digital simulation of large scale power
systems were developed in association
with the Computer Centre. The Power
Engineering Trained Society, Neyveli
utilised these packages.

The Department of Production Engi-
neering has taken up research in the area
of Phase equilibria and measurement of
physical properties, fluid flow, extractlon
and drying.

The Department is involved in consﬁl-
tancy services for small and medium



Rao Bahadur N. Viswanatha Iyer Thiru G.D. Nandagopal
Registrar, 1929 - 46 Registrar, 1946 - 48

Thiru T.D. Meenakshisundaram Thiru P.A. Sithapati
Registrar, 1952 - 65 Registrar, 1965 - 72



Thiru R. Jagadisan Thiru M. Gowrishankar
Registrar, 1972 - 77 Registrar, 1977 - 80

Prof. AR. Lakshmanan Thiru R. Rajamanickam
Registrar, 1982 - 86 Registrar, from 1986
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industries for Pilot Plant Studies. The
process evolved for the manufacture of
Copper Sulphate from Copper Ore,
Sodium Silicate from paddy husk ash and
the refining of cashew nut shell liquid to
ISI specification, deserve special mention.

Extension Service

The Ministry of Food and Agriculture,
Government of India selected Annamalai
University for establishing the Regional
Centre for Extension Service-Moderni-
sation of Rice Processing in 1977. This
Centre has made innovative modification
in modernising Small Scale Rice Mills and
the utilisation of bye-products. The Centre
has been conducting conferences in the
various district head-quarters in Tamil
Nadu and Kerala to propagate the advan-
tages of modern techniques in Rice Mill-
ing. The Centre also conducts regular
training programmes for the benefit of the
Rice Millers, Technicians and Govern-
ment officials. There is a proposal to
establish a Rural Development Centre to
give a new thrust and direction to socially
relevant and community oriented research
projects and transfer the technology for
rural uplift. National seminars and work-
shops on modern developments in Engi-
neering and Technology are periodically
conducted by all the departments with
grants from U.G.C. The Computer Centre
offers consultancy and Data Processing
Services to the University Departments
and Industries.

Co-curricular Activities

The students have taken active interest
and earned distinction in co-curricular
activities, especially in sports. Sri A.
Rajan, a student of the Structural Engi-
neering Department has not only won the

Inter University and National Cham-
pionship but also won a Gold Medal at the
Tokyo Games in 800 metres. Similarly Sri
Balamuruganandam of the Chemical
Engineering Department won the Inter-
University and National Games titles and
set up a National Meet Record in Weight-
lifting and he has won several awards in
international meets in Russia and East
European countries. Out of the Five Inter
Engineering Athletic Sports Meet, con-
ducted in Tamil Nadu so far though our
University could participate only twice we
won the individual and team champion-
ships on both the occasions. They also
won the team championship and indivi-
dual championship twice in the All India
Engineering Sports Meet held at the
Regional Engineering College, Warangal.

The students of the Faculty of Engi-
neering and Technology, have won tro-
phies, especially in Basketball, Volleyball
and Athletics in several State Meets.

The student have actively participated
in the NCC, which has enabled many of
them to join the Active Services. With the
introduction of the National Service
Scheme, five units, each of 100, have been
raised in the Engineering and Technology
Faculty and they have done notable
services in the uplift of the rural areas
around Chidambaram, winning the
appreciation of all concerned. The
students also take active part in volun-
tary service organisations like Leo Club
and Rotract Club of the University.

Every Department has a Students’
Association and Student Chapter of Insti-
tution of Engineers (India). Thereis also a
Chapter of Institution of Electrical and
Electronic Engineers (USA) - These forums
expose the students to latest technological
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developments through guest lectures,
weekly seminars, inter departmental
seminars and education tours.

Entrepreneur development seminar is
organised for all final year students every
year. Various financial institutions and
Industries and Promotion Agencies parti-
cipate in these seminars. i

40 Year Saga Celebrations

The Faculty celebrated the Fortieth
Anniversary during the month of January
1988 to highlight the achievements of the
Faculty in the past 40 years. Apart from
the present students, a large number of
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alumni took part in the various activities
of the Celebrations. Further, the alumni
have generously donated a sum of Rs.10
lakhs for the construction of a building to
meet our needs.

The Engineering and Technology
Faculty has earned a reputation for high
standard of Teaching, Research and Ex-
tension Service during these forty years.
With liberal grants from the State and
Central Government for modernisation of
laboratories and the starting of new
courses in emerging areas, the faculty is
poised for further growth and develop-
ment.



Faculty of Education

" Department of Education

The Department of Education, one of
the oldest departments in the University,
came into existence in 1955. The Depart-
ment grew from strength to strength with
increase in number of students and
courses. With the B.Ed.. programme, and
a strength of about 50 students to begin
with, it started more courses in the
successive years like the Diploma in
Teaching Tamil, M.Ed. (Regular), Winter-
cum-Summer M.Ed.,, MH.Ed. M.Phil
(inter-disciplinary), M.Phil. (Sequential),
and Ph.D., Programmes in successive
years. The Depart-ment has a well-deve-
loped library of its own with about 4000
books and over thousand periodicals,
(both Indian and foreign). The Depart-
ment also has a fully equipped laboratory
for conducting experiments in Psycho-
logy, and also facilities for Computer
Education, and Media for Mass Education
including Three Personal Computers, N
& T Printers, Television, Video-Cassette
Recorders, etc. When the Department was
started, Prof. Ramanujachari was the
Head of the Department; and he was
successively followed by Prof. K.U. Rao,
Dr. K K. Pillai, and for a short period by
Mr. Ramachandran and Dr. S. Rajago-
palan. At present, the Department is
headed by Dr. K.K. Pillai, and the staff
includes 2 Readers and 12 lecturers.

The Department continues its contacts
with a large number of Secondary and
Higher Secondary Schools and caters to
their academic needs.

Research is an integral- part of the
activities of the Department. Research is

incorporated into the M.Ed., and M.Phil,,
curriculum. Further, a number of scholars
areinvolved in Research at a higherlevel.
Since its inception, the Department has
been running its Ph.D. programme so ably
that it could help a number of scholars to
receive Ph.D. in Education. Six resear-
chers have already received their Ph.D.
Degrees and 14 more are on the rolls of the
Ph.D., programme, and they do investi-
gation in a variety of areas including
Value Education, Teaching Effectiveness,
School Climate, Internal Supervision,
Scientific Attitude, Creativity and
Problem Solving, Self Instructional
Modules, and Scholastic Achievement.

Department of Philosophy

The Department of Philosophy was
started in 1929, with the object of pro-
moting South Indian Philosophy. Dr.
Saileswar Sen, was appointed the first
Reader and Head of the Department.
When he left the Department after a period
of three years, Prof. R. Ramanujachariar
took over and served as Head for twenty-
five years. In the next eighteen years the
Department was headed by Dr. S.P.
Adinarayan. Then Mr. C. Ramalingam
took charge of the Department during
1975-77. For eight months, the Depart-
ment was headed by Dr. R. Kollappa
Pillai. After him Dr. A.S. Pillai became the
Head of Department, from 1.8.1978.

The Department conducts research and
trains students at Post-graduate and re-
search levels and is staffed by one Pro-
fessor, two Readers and two Lecturers.
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The following courses are offered

M.A. - Philosophy
M.A. - Gandhian Thought

(Subject to Approval)
M.Phil. - Philosophy
P.G. Diploma in Gandhian Thought
P.G. Diplomain Ramalinga Philosophy
D.Litt. - Philosophy

All the staff and students of the
Department meet every Wednesday at a
Seminar where papers are presented and
discussed.

All India Seminars and Summer Institutes

The Department provides for exchange
of knowledge on a wider scale also by
organising All India Seminars with the
assistance of University Grants Commis-
sion. Two such seminars were held, one in
October 1978, and another, in March 1980.
The themes were (1) The Philosophy of the
Mother and Sri Aurobindo (1978) and (2)
Gandhian Thought (1980).

In addition, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu
Philosophical Society, the Department of
Philosophy used to conduct a One-Day
Convention every year on a particular
theme.

The Department also conducted an All
India Summer Institute from 10th to 30th
August 1981 (21 days) on “Philosophy of
Religions”, with Dr. A.S. Pillai as the
Director.

So far 13 Ph.D., and 36 M.Phil., Degrees
have been awarded.

Department of Psychology

The Department of Psychology was
established, in 1961-62, with five Post-

124

Graduate students. The B.A. Psychology
Course existed for 21 years, from July 1962
to June 1983.

The credit for introducing Psychology
as a discipline of study at the University,
goes to the sustained efforts of Dr. S.P.
Adinarayan. He prepared the congenial
ground to start Psychology at the M.A.
level and his dream blossomed into reality
within 4 years of his assumption of office
as Professor.

During the formative stage, the Depart-
ment of Psychology had actually func-
tioned along with the Department of
Philosophy for a couple of years, and Dr.
S.P. Adinarayan was the Professor and
Head of both the Philosophy and Psycho-
logy Departments. Subsequently a bifur-
cation took place, and the Department of
Psychology had a separate existence.

The widespread popularity of the
Psychology course in the University, can
be attributed to the M.A. Psychology
course by Correspondence Education
since July 1980. A course of this type under
Distance Education was the first of its
kind in the country. In recent years, B.A. ,
Psychology, M.A. Psychology and Foun-
dation Course through Correspondence
have become great attractions.

Prof. M. Rajamanickam succeeded Dr.
S.P. Adinarayan, as Professor and Head.
On his retirement, Dr. B. Viswanathan
has been appointed Professor Head, from
1989. Five Ph.D. Degrees, two M.Litt.
Degrees and twelve M.Phil. Degrees have
been so far awarded.

In 1964 and 1967, two Psychology Exhi-
bitions were conducted. Both the Exhibi-
tions were a great success as they were
well attended by the general public.



Every year, special lectures, sponsored
by the University, are arranged and
eminent Psychologists deliver valuable
lectures. The last special lecture was given
by Dr. S. Sathappan, Professor of Psycho-
logy, Presidency College, Madras, in
March 1988.

Department of Physical
Education and Sports Science

When Annamalai University was esta-
blished in 1929 the Department of Phy-
sical Education (as originally known) was
started. In the early years, the Depart-
ment was headed by Dr. L. Govindarajalu,
and Mr. C. Aiyaru. Upto 1974, the
Department of Physical Education was
concerned with service programme —
organising Intramural Competitions and
also Inter-University Competitions for
the students of the University.

From July 1974, for the first time, a one
year B.PEd,, professional course for train-
ing teachers in Physical Education was
introduced by Mr. C. Thirunavukkarasu,
the then Head of the Department. A one
year M.P.Ed., programme was started by
Mr. PR. Ramanathan, from 1981-82
session onwards when he was the Head.

To involve inservice teachers, M.P.Ed.
(S) Course (2 summers) was startedin 1984
by the University authorities under the
guidance of Mr. PR. Ramanathan. He also
started for the first time the B.P.Ed.
Summer Course (2 summers) from 1986.

In 1986, the name of the Department
changed to “Department of Physical Edu-
cation & Sports Science” and for the first
time, M.Phil. course in Physical Educa-
tion and Sports Sciences was started by

Dr. M. Robson, who succeeded Mr. PR.
Ramanathan as the Head of the Depart-
ment. The M.Phil. Course is now in its
fifth session, and 4 batches have already
completed the Course.

Prof. S. Srivatsan joined the Depart-
ment of Physical Education & Sports
Sciences as Director & Head, in July 1989,
and under his guidance, the following
courses have been prepared to be started
from the academic session 1990-91 and
1992-93.

1. 1990-91 .. 3 Years B.P.E.S. programme
with provision for +2 students with sports
achievements to join this courses.

2. 1992-93 .. 2 Years re-organised MP.ES.
Courses with emphasis on Research
Methodology, Advanced Sports Coaching
and Inter-disciplinary Studies rvelating
to Psychology of Sports, Sociology of
Sports, Sports Medicine, etc, will be
started.

In view of the above, the present two-
year M.P.ES. Course will be discontinued
from the session 1992-93 and also from the
session 1990-91, and the present M.P.Ed.
Course (one year Course) will be discon-
tinued. However, the Summer B.P.Ed.,
Programme (2 sessions) and the Summer
M.P.Ed. Programme (2 sessions)will con-
tinue for one or two more sessions. i.e.
1990-91 & 1991-92 or if necessary upto
1992-93 and 1993-94. At any rate, summer
courses for the M.P.Ed. and B.P.Ed. will be
discontinued with effect from 1993-94

session.
Achievements

1. Mr. AN. Dhyaneswaran, who studied
M.Sc. (Agri) (now an LA.S. Officer with the
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Tamil Nadu State Government) was the
Vice-Captain of the Indian Men’s Bas-
ketball team during the year 1967 at the
Asian Basketball Championship held at
Seoul (South Korea).

2. Mr. K. Balamuruganandam, a student
of the Engineering Faculty, represented
India in the Asian Weight Lifting Cham-
pionship during 1971-72 and won laurels
for India.

3. Mr. A. Rajan, a student of the Engi-
neering Faculty,represented India in the
Asian Track & Field meet at Tokyo during
77-78 and won a Gold Medal in 800 Mts.
Race.

4.Mr. A. Vijayakumar, an ex-student of
Annamalai University, represented the
Indian Basketball Team for an Inter-
national meet at Lahore (Pakistan) during
1975-76.

5. Mr. R. Ananda Natarajan, a student
of III B.Pharm, achieved outstanding
success even as a young athlete of 20 years
by representing India in Athletic Com-
petition held at Iran, won Silver Medal,
and very recently he was the member of
the Indian Athletic Team that took partin
the FOURTH SAF games held at Islamabad
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(Pakistan) in October ‘89, and set a
new recordby clocking 10.68Secs.in
the 100 M. Dash. He also won a Gold
Medal as a member of the Indian Team in
the 4 x 100 M. Relay and a Silver Medal in
the 200 M. Dash. Shri R. Ananda Nata-
rajan is now selected to undergo intensive
coaching at Delhi (Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium) to participate in the VII Asian
Track & Field Meet from 14th to 19th of
November 1989, in New Delhi. We expect
this promising athlete to bring better
honours, greater laurels and higher
achievements in the field of Track and
Field Sports.

The Department of Physical Education
& Sports Sciences is doing its very best to
improve the standard of sports and games
in the University through the provision of
scientific Physical Education, Scientific
Coaching and also proper infrastructure
for the University Students to do well in
the field of athletics, games, and other
sports competitions. There is no doubt
that under the leadership of highly quali-
fied faculty in the Department of Physical
Education & Sports Sciences, the Uni-
versity will have a very bright future in
the Inter-University sports, State Sports,
National Sports (Inter-State) and Inter-
national Sports.



Faculty of Fine Arts

The Music College was started in 1929.
The first Principal of the Music College
was Sangeetha Kalanithi T.S. Sabesaj-
yeer. Subramaniya Iyer, and Madurai
Subramaniya Iyer were then on the
faculty.

When the Annamalai University was
inaugurated in 1930, the Music College
was transferred to the University, with a
substantial endowment, and it was con-
stituted into a separate Department that
included the Faculty of Oriental Studies,
Tamil, and Sanskrit.

In 1937, Sangeetha Kalanithi Tiger
Varadhachariyar was the Principal of the
Music College. In 1943, a post of Professor
of Music was created and Sangeetha
Kalanithi K. Ponnaiya Pillai was the first
Professor of Music, followed by Thirup-
pamburam Swaminatha Pillai and later
by Chittoor Subramaniya Pillai.

In 1953, a separate Faculty of Fine Arts
was started in which a department of
painting was included. This Faculty also
provided for the inclusion of the Fine Arts
like Sculpture, Painting, Architecture,
Drawing and Drama.

Isai Arasu MM. Dandapani Desikar
was the Dean of Fine Arts and Head of the
Department of Music from 1955, followed
by Dr. Madurai Somasundaram from 1977
and Dr. Seerkazhi S. Govindarajan from
1985.

At present Sangeetha Bushana S.V.
Parthasarathi heads the Department.

The department offers the following
courses Now:

Isaimamani Title Course in which
Vocal, Veena, Violin, Nadaswaram,
Thavil, Mirudangam are taught;

Natanamamani Title Course in Bhara-
thanattya, and B. Music, which is a pro-
fessional Degree Course of 3 years
duration, are also offered.

The total strength of the students, in the
Department is 125. There are 12 members
of the staff in the Department.

The Department has a number of ta-
lented students who have won laurels for
the University both here and abroad.
Some of their concerts have been recorded
on cassettes. Other musicians are regular
broadcasters from the All India Radio.
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Faculty of Agriculture

The University’s ideal rural environs
were taken advantage of in establishing a
Department of Agriculture in the Faculty
of Science in 1951.

Dr. S. Krishnamurthi, the renowned
Horticulturist, was the first Head of the
Department of Agriculture from 1951 to
1957. He paved the way for introducing
Agriculture as one of the optional subjects
for the Intermediate, B.A. and B.Sc.
Degree Courses and for starting the M.Sc.
(Ag.) in Horticulture in 1955. The pro-
fessional coursein Agriculture was started
during 1958-59 by Dr. G. Rangaswami. The
college was given a Faculty statusin 1963.
Dr. G. Rangaswami, a reputed Microbio-
logist, was at the helm of affairs of the
College from 1958 to 1965. He had the
distinction of being the first Dean of the
Faculty. His tenure of office was the
turning point of the Department when it
received national and international recog-
nition as a leading agricultural microbio-
logy research unit. The College, Hostel,
Farm and Dairy buildings were con-
structed with the liberal grants from the
Indian Council of Agricultural Research
and the Tamil Nadu State Government.
The M.Sc. (Ag.) course in Microbiology
was started for the first time in our
country in 1959.

Dr. C.N. Sambandam, the renowned
Vegetable Breeder and Geneticist was the
Dean of the Faculty from 1965 to 1981. His
research on brinjal and melons is well
known among vegetable scientists. The
high yielding “Annamalai Brinjal” deve-
loped by him is popular all over Tamil
Nadu and elsewhere. He saw further
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expansion through the construction of the
Agronomy Laboratory, Extension Labo-
ratory, Plant Pathology Laboratory, and
the Soil Science Laboratory. A new M.Sc.
(Ag.) course in Plant Protection was also
started.

In 1981, the Department was bifurcated
into four specialized branches Agronomy,
Agricultural Botany, Soil Science and
Agricultural Chemistry and Agricultural
Microbiology. With the inauguration of
two more Departments viz., Entomology
and Plant Pathology in 1984 the total
number of departments increased to six.

A Post-Graduate course in Agronomy
was started in 1978-79. Post-Graduate
Courses in Soil Science and Agricultural
Chemistry, Entomology and Plant Patho-
logy were started in 1980-1981. Post-
Graduate Course in Agricultural Econo-
mics was started in 1987-88.

In 1982, Prof. AR. Lakshmanan, took
over as Dean, Faculty of Agriculture. Prof.
Lakshmanan was responsible for the
release of a high yielding, drought-
tolerant AU 2rice variety. This rice variety
is performing excellently in the highly
drought prone Ramnad District. Another
important research programme initiated
by him is the study on cropping systems of
the wetland of the Cauvery basin and
introduction of alternative crops during
summer. Technology has been developed
for successfully cultivating cotton in
summer fallows of Thanjavur District and
Chidambaram Taluk which may enhance
the economic prosperity of the region.



Rajah Muthiah Institute of Health Sciences — Inaugurated by His Excellency
Rashtrapathi Shri R. Venkataraman on 28th April 1988



The Statue of Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar opened by His
Excellency Shri R. Venkataraman, President of India

The Rajah Muthiah Memorial Arch
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Dr. M.A M. Ramaswamy, Pro-Chancellor honouring the Vice-Chancellor, Prof.
Rm. Sethunarayanan at the 40 Year Saga Celebrations

Presentation of a memento to His Excellency Rashtrapathi Shri
R. Venkataraman on 28-4-1988
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Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy and Mrs. Ramaswamy at the inauguration of the New
Guest House. Also seen in the picture are Mrs. Meena Muthiah, Prof.
Rm. Sethunarayanan and Dr. S.V. Chittibabu

Ananda Natarajan with His Excellency Shri R.
President of India and other sports officials

Venkataraman



A salttolerant high yielding rice variety
AU 1 has been evolved by the Depart-
ment of Agricultural Chemistry and Soil
Science; under the guidance of Dr. S.
Chandrasekaran. The Faculty introduced
‘Mashuri’ variety of paddy, an Indica-
Japanica cross in Tamil Nadu and this
rice had been recognised by the State
Government which has christened it
Ponni. A high yielding aphid resistant,
“Annamalai Brinjal” has been evolved
and it has become the farmers’ favourite.
A new vegetable “Annamalai Tinda” and
a delicious fruit ‘“Annamalai Musk
Melon” are the new additions to the fruits
and vegetables of Tamil Nadu.

Studies of fertiliser use have paved the
way in the scope of use of ammoniated
lignite as a slow release nitrogenous
fertiliser and the lignite fly ash as a source
of silica for reducing the fixation of
applied phosphorus in laterite soils.

A number of new diseases on rice were
also reported and suitable control
measures were recommended to the farm-
ing community.

An ICAR scheme on the scope of saline
water use and on the salt tolerance
mechanism of rice varieties was com-
pleted under Dr. Chandrasekaran’s gui-
dance. During his tenure of office, the
problems of space was solved by addition
to the first floor to the college main
building, construction of Lecture Halls
and Canteen. The problem of water scar-
city in the Agriculture campus was also
solved by sinking a bore well.

Dr. N. Narayana Prasad, assumed
office from July 1989 as Dean, Faculty of
Agriculture. Two USDA - PL - 480 projects
on Biochemistry of infected rice plants

and one ICAR project, entitled Biological
Nitrogen Fixation in the rhizosphere of
rice were completed under the guidance of
Dr. Prasad. He has invented Lignite as a
Carrier material for the production of
bio-fertilisers.

The Department of Non-Conventional
Energy Sources (DNES), New Delhi, has
currently sanctioned two new schemes,
one under the guidance of Dr. N. Narayana
Prasad to study the microbiological
aspects of methanogenesis and the other,
under the guidance of Prof. AR. Laksh-
manan, on the utilization of Pressmud
(sugarcane filter cake) as a supplimentary
feed stock for biogas production. A scheme
on Agricultural Economics entitled “Socio-
economic survey of biogas use in rural
households” sanctioned by INES to Dr.
Zeaudeen, was completed.

The Entomology Department has been
working on bio-types of rice Brown plant
Hopper in Cauveri Delta, and on mango
pests. A research project in insect patho-
logy was recently sanctioned to Dr. P.
Narayanaswami, Reader in Entomology,
by the Department of Environment and
Forestry, Government of India.

The Faculty has been recognised as a
Centre, by the International Rice Research
Institute (IRRI), Manila, Phillippines, for
screening rice cultivars resistant to tungro
vizhs for IRSTON programme, and for
IRN-BPH programme. The Indian Council
of Agricultural Research has recognised
the Faculty of Agriculture as a Centre for
the Co-ordinated Research project on Bio-
logical Nitrogen fixation during the VII
Five Year plan period.

The Faculty of Agriculture publishes a
Research Journal AUARA (Annamalai Uni-
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versity Agricultural Research Annual).
Also, this Faculty has a Chair in Agri-
cultural Economics, endowed by the
Indian Bank.

The Faculty offers short term training
programmes to farmers. Plant protection
consultancy service is made available to
the farming community. A solar Drier
with a drying capacity of 1-tonne per day
has been installed in the College Farm to
demonstrate to the farmers the efficacy of
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solar drying, particularly for Karuvai
paddy, which is usually harvested in
monsoon weather.

On the agricultural academic scene, the
achievements of the Faculty are really
impressive. The Faculty has produced so
far 1871 B.Sc. (Ag) graduates, 281 M.Sc.
(Ag) graduates and 30 Doctorates. This
Institution meets 40% of the technical
manpower requirements of the State.



Faculty of Medicine

The Rajah Muthiah Medical College
and Hospital was born on 5th of August
1985, as a self-financing College with an
initial intake of 75 students, which was
subsequently increased to 100. Teaching
was inaugurated on October 14, 1985. Dr.
R. Nanjunda Rao, a noted surgeon, was
the first Principal.

The Rajah Muthiah Medical College is
assisted in planning and development by
an Advisory Board consisting of eminent
doctors: Dr. M. Natarajan, Orthopaedic
Surgeon, Dr. B. Ramamurthi, Neuro
Surgeon, Dr. R.S. Rajagopalan, Cardio-
logist, Dr. A. Venugopal, Urologist and
Dr. Gnanadesikan, former Director of
Medical Education.

The College was nursed well in the
initial stages by Dr. S.V. Chittibabu, the
then Vice-Chancellor. Presently, Prof. Rm.
Sethunarayanan, the Vice-Chancellor,
bestows all attention to the academic
progress of the College and the Hospital.

Dr. S. Subramanian took over as
Principal and Professor and Head of the
Department of Microbiology on 1.8.86. He
is one, with national and international
reputation, having received the B.C. Roy
National Award and D.Sc., (Copenhagen).
There are also two other National
Awardees on the staff viz.,, Dr. C.R.
Sundararajan, Professor of Anatomy and
Dr. S. Rama Krishnan, Professor of Bi-
chemistry. Over twenty divisions of
various disciplines are functioning now,
manned by a band of Professors, Readers,
Lecturers and Tutors adequately suppor-
ted by Para-clinical and non-clinical
staff.

Dr. A. Krishnamurti, Professor of
Anatomy and an Anatomist of National
and International recognition became the
Vice-Principal on 1.9.1987.

To cater to the clinical training of
the medical students, two Out-patient
Centres, one at Chidambaram and the
other at Annamalainagar, have been
commissioned, and provided with quali-
fied and trained medical staff. They are
attended by 1000 to 1500 patients daily
from Chidambaram and neighbouring
places. A 350-bed teaching Hospital for
in-patient treatment and care was offi-
cially started on 2nd October, 1987 at
Annamalainagar. It is provided with
Operation Theatres, Service Laboratories,
Dispensing Section and the division of
Imaging Sciences and other Dignostic
and Therapeutic Facilities. Dr. C.R.
Sundararajan, a Plastic Surgeon of great
repute, also a B.C. Roy National Awardee
joined as Medical Superintendent of the
Rajah Muthiah Medical College Hospital
on 22.1.1987. He is assisted by Dr. B.
Subbiah, Additional Medical Superinten-
dent, Dr. Ebenezer Wilson, Deputy
Medical Superintendent and Dr. M.
Ramanathan, Assistant Medical Superin-
tendent. The General Hospital of Neyveli
Lignite Corporation was attached to the
Rajah Muthiah Medical College on 2nd
February 1987. Recently, the Government
of Tamil Nadu accorded permission to
utilise the services of the Government
Kamaraj Hospital, Chidambaram and
Government Headquarters Hospital,
Cuddalore for the training and teaching of
the medical students.

To bring the knowledge of medical
sciences up-to date, an Academy of
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Medical Sciences was inaugurated on 26th
February, 1986 and monthly scientific
meetings are conducted. Academic meets
of experts in medical sciences are also held
under its auspices.

The Principal, the Medical Superinten-
dent and the teachers actively participate
in National Seminars, Symposia and
Conferences and give guest lectures. They
also contribute research publications to
journals of repute.

A Student Council was formed, with
Staff Advisors, to develop qualities of
leadership and comradeship among
students.

The Board of Studies of Medical Edu-
cation and the Faculty of Medicine were
ushered in on September 7, 1986 and
October 9, 1986, respectively, and Dr.
Subramanian became the Dean of the
Faculty of Medicine.

A beautiful college building - a piece of
exquisite architecture - has been con-
structed at a cost of about Rs.4 crores and
completed in all respects for housing both
the Dental and Medical Institute. All the
Teaching Departments and connected
taboratores are functioning in the new
buildings. The old University Hospital
has also been expanded and made a
teaching hospital with the construction of
new buildings, housing 350 beds, a modern
operation theatre with all sophisticated
surgical equipments, and monitoring un’
an intensive care unit and Blood Bunk.
The new building of the Rajah Muthiah
Institute of Health Sciences was declared
open by His Excellency Rashtrapathi Sri
R. Venkataraman, President of India, on
April 28,1988. On the same day, the Rajah
Muthiah Medical College Hospital was
officially declared open by His Excellency
Dr. P.C. Alexander, Governor of Tamil
Nadu and Chancellor of the University.
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The foundation for the new 750 bed
hospital, adjacent to the Medical Institute
building, estimated to cost about Rs.10
crores, was laid on November 28, 1988 and
construction of out-patient block is in
progress. Two separate hostels with an
accommodation for 200 students each
have been constructed for Medical and
Dental Students - one for the boys and the
other for the girls.

The Medical Council of India inspected
the Medical Institute on July 28, 1988.

The first batch of students admitted in
1985, taught and trained, will be appear-
ing for final MBBS Part II Examinationsin
April, to graduate in 1990.

The Medical College, situated asitisin a
rural setting is dedicated to train its
alumni to serve the poor and the non-
affluent in villages, unlike alumni of
many urban and metropolitan medical
colleges, who are reluctant to serve or
settle in villages.

The Faculty of Medicine has in its fold
the Department of Nursing also which
was started in 1984 and which has pro-
duced B.Sc., Nursing graduates after a 4
year Nursing Course and 6 monthsintern-
ship training. The Degree has been pro-
visionally recognised by the Nursing
Council. Smt. Vijayalakshmi who is
Reader in Nursing is in charge of the
Department and is assisted by qualified
teachers in nursing and supervised by the
Dean of the Faculty of Medicine.

The creation of the Medical College
and the Teaching Hospital is in fulfilment
of the cherished desire of Padmabhushan
Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar, Founder
Pro-Chancellor and his illustrious son
Dr. MAAM. Ramaswamy, the present
Pro-Chancellor.



Faculty of Dentistry

" During the Golden Jubilee Celebrations
of Annamalai University in 1979, the long
cherished dream of the First and Second
Founder Pro-Chancellors became true
with the inauguration of the Faculty of
Medicine. Accordingly, the Department of
Dental Surgery was the first to be started
under Faculty of Medicine, with the
approval of Dental Council of India. The
Rajah Muthiah Dental College and
Hospital was inaugurated by Dr. H.V.
Hande, the then Health Minister of
Tamilnadu, under the Presidentship of Dr.
Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar. The Dental
College  started functioning from
December 1980 with an annual admission
of 40 students. A building was planned to
house the Dental College, with a portion of
the building to become a nucleus for a
Medical College at a later date. The
construction of a multi-crore building was
started in 1984. The task left unfinished by
the Rajah was appropriately completed by
the present Pro-Chancellor, Dr. M.A.M.
Ramaswamy.

In December 1983, an All India Dental
Conference was conducted by the Dental
College. In October 1984, the first batch of
Dental students graduated and the Dental
Council also accorded recognition. Such a
fast and successful progress encouraged

the University authorities to open more
Departments like Pharmacy in 1982, Nur-
sing in 1984 and Medicine in 1985.

In 1986, the Dental College was accor-
ded an independent status as the Faculty
of Dentistry, with the starting of the M.D.S.
course in various branches, as approved
by Dental Council of India.

In 1988, the Dental College was shifted
to the Northern Wing of the Health
Sciences Building. The Dental College has
established a reputation for itself and the
Dental Hospital has earned a name by its
yeoman service to the rural population of
the South Arcot District.

In fitting recognition, Dr. B. Srinivasan,
B.Sc., M.D.S., Dean, Faculty of Dentistry
was awarded the “Dr. B.C. Roy Nation-1
Award.”

Judging by the excellent performance
and the tremendous progress made by the
Dental College within such a short period,
Universities from abroad like New Castle
upon Tyne, England, and National Uni-
versity of Singapore have approved ex-
change programmes of students and staff
with the Rajah Muthiah Dental College
and Hospital.
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Directorate of Distance Education

The Directorate of Distance Education,
formerly known as Directorate of Corres-
pondence Courses & Continuing Educa-
tion, was started in the Golden Jubilee
year, 1979, and it is now in its tenth year.

Courses leading to the award of B.Ed.
and B.Com. degrees and Diploma-in-law
were introduced during the academic year
1979-80. Strength of the students during
the year was 6,847. Strength of the Teach-
ing Staff was 10.

During the academic year 1980-81, with
the introduction of the Foundation
Courses, I Year & II Year, B.A., in History
and Sociology, B.Litt.,, M.A., Courses in
Tamil, English, Psychology, History &
Sociology, M.Com., M.Sc., Courses in
Mathematics & Physics and M.Ed., the
strength of the students rose to 13,968 and
that of the Teaching Staff to 18.

B.A.L. was introuced during 1981-82
and the student strength went up to 17,307
and that of the Teaching Staff to 23.

M.A. Economics was introduced 1982-
83, and correspondingly the strength of
the students and staff went upto 24,010
and 25, respectively.

During the year 1983-84 Study Centres
were opened in Madras, Tiruchi, Salem,
New Delhi, Nagercoil, and Vellore.

Post-Graduate Science Courses in
Chemistry and Zoology and Diploma
Courses in Business Management were
started during the academic year 1984-85.

During 1985-86, B.Sc. Mathematics,
B.A. Economics, M.Com. in Tamil
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Medium and M.Ed., in Tamil Medium
were introduced. The strength of the
students then was 39, 311 and that of the
teaching staff 63. In the same year
Professors, were appointed in English,
Commerce, Physics, Chemistry and
Zoology Sections of the DDE. A Study
Centre was opened in Madurai.

The Vice-Chancellor and the Director
were deputed to attend the 13th Inter-
national Conference on Distance Educa-
tion held at Melbourne, Australia, from
13th to 20th August. 1985.

During the academic year 1986-87,
Diploma in Management Laws, Diploma
in Criminology and Administration of
Criminal Justice, Diploma in Insurance
Laws, Post-Graduate Diploma in Per-
sonnel Management, Post-Graduate Dip-
loma in Marketing Management and
Post-Graduate Diploma in Financial
Management were introduced. A Study
Centre was opened at Annamalainagar
during that year.

During the year 1987-88, B.A. English,
B.A. History in Tamil Medium, B.Com.,in
Tamil Medium, Diploma in Chemical
Process, Instrumentation, and Control,
Diploma in Concrete Technology and
Design of Conérete Structure, Diploma in
Maintenance Management, and Certifi-
cate Course in Automobile Technology
were introduced.

M.Sc. Botany and B.G.L Courses, B.A.
Sociology in Tamil Medium were intro-
duced during 1988-89. The strength of the
students rose upto 48,879 and the strength
of the Teaching Staff went upto 83.



The following courses have been intro-
duced in 1989-90:
Post-Graduate Diploma in Banking
Post-Graduate Diploma in Co-operative
Management
Diploma in Construction Management

Every Study Centre is provided with
Library facilities. Audio Cassettes on
various subjects recorded by experts, are
also made available at all Study Centres.
Video Cassettes in Science subjects are
also available at these Centres.

A Study Centre has been recently
opened in Coimbatore, and another one is
proposed to be opened in Bangalore.

The Laboratories in Physics, Chemistry,
and Zoology have been set up separately
for D.D.E. Periodical Contact Seminars are
being conducted successfully, for all
Courses.

Thus the Directorate of Distance Edu-
cation offers 45 different courses of study
and has the unique distinction of having
started, for the first time in India, Post-
Graduate Courses in Psychology, Mathe-
matics, Physics, Chemistry, Zoology and
Botany.

Centre for Adult Education

The Centre for Adult Education Exten-
sion purposefully participates in the mass
functional literacy programme. It has
adopted one hundred villages, and in
addition to teaching functional literacy,
provides vocational training in tailoring
for women belonging to the weaker
sections of the community. The Centre has
proposed to start a Computer Training
Course for them with financial assistance
from the State Board of Women’s Welfare.
The Centre has published a primer for the
benefit of the learners.

University Library

The Annamalai University, from its
inception, has been striving to maintain a
good library. It has been expanding its
collection, as well as its services, in tune
with the expansion of several Faculties. It
is the third biggest library in Tamilnadu,
with a collection of nearly four lakhs
books besides reports, palm-leaf manu-
scripts, rare books and other records. The
library, originally housed in a part of the
Administrative Building, moved over to
its spacious, specially designed building,
in 1959. It is named after Dr. Sir C.P.
Ramaswami Aiyar, a great administrator
and former Vice-Chancellor. It is built on
an area of 46,000 sq.ft. and is provided
with a Lobby, spacious Central Reading
Hall, Reference and Periodicals Hall.
Open and Closed Access Stack Rooms,
Administrative, Binding and Repro-
graphic Sections. The library conducts a
degree course in Bachelor of Library and
Information Science (B.LLS) and Certifi-
cate course in Library Science (C.L.LS) and
a Certificate course in Reprography &
Non-book Materials. It spends about
Rs.15 lakhs a year on the purchase of
books, journals and periodicals, adding at
the rate of approximately 30 books a day.
It has also a good collection of Govern-
ment Documents, Technical Reports and
Reviews, to support research activities.
The library can boast of a good collection
of rare back-volumes of periodicals,
especially in the field of Indology. It has
also basic collections of non-book
materials like microfilms, microfiche,
educational films, filmstrips, slides,
gramophone records of Indian and
Western Music, audio and video cassettes.
Adequate staff have been appointed to
look after the Library, to provide service to
the readers and also reference service to
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the Research Scholars, which involves the
concept of Current Awareness Service and
Selective Dissemination of Information. It
undertakes to procure from other libraries
books not available in this library on
an Inter-Library Loan. Reprographic
services, document reproduction by xerox
copying or photo copying, microfilming,
slides preparation, and audio recording
are offered at nominal rates to students.

Besides the Central Library, every
department is provided with a library of
its own, to give better and immediate
service to staff and students.

University Publications

The University’s Publications Division,
functioning from the year 1931, has publi-
shed research volumes and other books of
renown on a very wide range of subjects.

Special mention may be made of the
Tamil translation of Kautilya’s Artha
Sastra, History of Vaishanavism, Survey
of Farm and Non-Farm Employment of
South Arcot District, and the Variorum
Edition of Kamba Ramayanam. A series
of publications on Tamil Music, a number
of research dissertations and doctoral
theses on Linguistics and dialectical
studies and other subjects, the History of
the Cholas and treasured treatises on
Tamil Language and Literature, and on
Saiva Siddhanta, Panniru Thirumurai,
Saint Ramalinga’s magnum opus, the
Thiru Arutpa, along with scholarly anno-
tations in Ten Volumes by Avvai Durai-
swamy Pillai, and three volumes of
Siddhar Ilakkiam by Mi. Pa. Soma-
sundaram, and an English Translation of
Dr. Ma. Po. Sivagnanam’s Vallalar Kanda
Orumaippadu as The Universal Vision of
Saint Ramalinga by Dr. R. Ganapathy,
have also been published.
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National Service Scheme

The National Service Scheme of the
University has the largest number of
units in any single institution of higher
learning in our State, with a strength of
2000 students. Its staff and students are
actively involved in integrated rural deve-
lopment programmes all through the
year. They organise rural camps for Work
Schemes, Health Care, Adult Education,
Social Welfare Schemes, Agriculture
Development etc., in several villages the
Nss Unit of the University has been
acclaimed as one of the best of India, on
the basis of its performance. On this
ground, the Government of India has
requested the University to organise a
National Integration Camp in Andaman
Islands

National Cadet Corps

The University has 3Ncc Units, namely,
(1) 4(rN) Composite Technical Company,
NcC (ii) 6(TN) Ncc, and (iii) 5(TN) Naval
Unit Ncc Division V, with a total strength
of 550 Cadets. Apart from imparting
military training and discipline, it makes
the youth physically fit and mentally alert
and prepares them to face any challenges
in life. The Cadets present the Guard of
Honour on ceremonial occasions, to visit-
ing VIPs. In addition to doing social
service and manual work, they engage
themselves in activities like undertaking
long-distance cycle expeditions, rifle
shooting, etc.

The University has made it compulsory
for every student to participate in anyone
of the youth activities, like, NcC, Nss,
Sports and Games, Mass Literacy Pro-
gramme, and Community Health Care, in
case of Medical Students.



My Years at the Annamalai University
Dr. P.C. Alexander

Governor, Tamilnadu

In June 1941, when I applied to the .

Annamalai University -for the post of
Assistant Lecturer in History and Politics,
I had very little hope of getting the job. I
had no teaching or research experience; I
could not have had any because I had
passed my B.A. (Hons.)/M.A. examina-
tion from the Maharaja’s College of Arts,
Trivandrum, only six weeks earlier. I
was aware that applicants from the
Annamalai University might get pre-
ference over me, as I was from another
University. A more serious minus point in
my case was my age. | had just crossed
twenty and I knew that I might be con-
sidered too young for a teaching job in a
University.

I vividly recall my interview with Sir
K.V.Reddy, the Vice Chancellor. As soon
as I stepped into his office, he asked in a
rather loud and obviously disapproving
tone ‘How old are you? How old are you?’. I
thought I had lost the job even before the
interview started. The answer to his
question was there in my application
which was before him. I could see that he
was finding it difficult to accept that a
twenty year-old could be a teacher in his
University. I replied rather apologetically:
“Twenty Sir.” He then asked me in the
same disapproving tone whether I knew
that there were students in the University
much older than me and how I thought I
would be able to control my classes. My
replies to this and subsequent questions

must have obviously satisfied him and I
was offered the job inspite of his initial
adverse reaction to my age. I joined as
Assistant Lecturer during the first week of
July 1941.

The History and Politics Department of
the Annamalai University at that time
was a star-studded one. Diwan Bahadur
C.S. Srinivasachariar, who was a member
of the viva voce board formy B.A. (Hons.)/
M.A. examination was the Head of the
Department. Mr. R. Sathianatha Iyer and
Mr. R. Bhaskaran who were well-known
authorities in their respective subjects,
namely, Indian History and Political
Science, were my senior colleagues. In the
company of these eminent scholars, I was
conscious of my inadequacies as a novice,
but I had the good fortune of receiving
their full encouragement and support and
this gave me a lot of self-confidence.

My age soon presented another problem.
I was keen to register for Ph.D., but Prof.
Srinivasachariar thought that I was too
young for a doctorate. The University had
not so far awarded Ph.D. to anyone in the
Arts Faculty, and Prof. Srinivasachariar
was not prepared to accept the prospects of
a 22 or 23 year-old becoming the first
Ph.D. in History in the University. He
suggested instead that I should do an
M_.Litt. first and then think of registering
for Ph.D. I took my M.Litt. in two years
and since with my M.Litt. I was eligible to
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register straight for a D.Litt. I did so,
instead of registering for a Ph.D. I con-
tinued my research for my D.Litt. even
after I left the University and had the
honour of becoming the first D.Litt. of the
University in 1946.

The most unique feature of campus life
at Annamalai Nagar was its extra-curri-
cular activities. There was always some
cultural activity or festival going on at
Annamalai Nagar. The University those
days had alarge number of students from
Andhra Pradesh and Kerala, besides
those from Tamil Nadu and therefore,
Andhra and Kerala festivals also were
great occasions for celebration and bon-
homie. But the most important among the
extra-curricular activities were the de-
bates in which both students and teachers
actively participated. While meetings of
different Departmental Associations and
Clubs were held in the various Lecture
Halls, larger meetings open to all students
and staff were always held at the Gokhale
Hall. I was a regular speaker from the
Gokhale Hall platform. When important
issues were being debated, the Hall would
be packed to capacity and often the
audience would overflow to the court-
yards. These Gokhale Hall debates,
punctuated with cheers and applause for
good speakers and jeers and catcalls for
poor performers and enlivened by interest-
ing questions from the audience are some
of the most unforgettable memories of my
Annamalai Nagar life.
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The Staff Club was the hub of a wide
range of interesting activities for the
teachers. Sir K.V. Reddy who was a keen
bridge player would be present at the Club
everyevening without fail. He would come
very early in the evening to the Club and if
he could not find the four to form a table,
he would send his car to the lecturers’
quarters to fetch bridge players from their
houses. Sir K.V.s successor, Mr.
M. Ruthnasamy, also took very keen
interest {n the activities of the Club. He
encouraged us to put on the play “She
Stoops to Conquer” in 1942, and the
“Miser” the next year, at the Sastri Hall.
In addition to some young staff members
like me, some senior staff members like Dr.
Narasinga Rao and Mr. M.L. Sitharaman
also acted in these plays much to the
delight of the students.

Annamalai University had on its
staff then some of the greats of the
academic world. Tiger Varadachariar
of the Music College, Pandithamani
Kathiresan Chettiar of the Tamil Depart-
ment, Diwan Bahadur Srinivasachariar
and Mr. R. Sathianatha Iyer of the History
Department, Dr. A. Narasinga Rao of the
Mathematics Department and several
others like them in the University were
eminent scholars who commanded great
respect in the teaching profession in the
South. It was indeed a privilege to have
had the opportunity of working in the
University at a time when it had such
great stalwarts on its staff.



My University Days

Prof. Rm. Sethunarayanan
Vice-Chancellor

I have the singular good fortune and

rare privilege of being associated with the

Annamalai University for nearly half a
century, first as a student, the_:p as an
academic, and later, as an administrator.

My heartis full to the brim with se many
pleasant memories of Annamalai, that I
am at a loss to choose and condense, even
as I reminisce nostalgically.

I returned to India in 1942--during the
II World War--as an evacuee from
Rangoon. The Japanese bombed the city
of Rangoon incessantly, and the people
there were subjected to the indescribable
horrors of War. I was one of the many
thousands of evacuees, trekking my way
back home through what seemed to me to
be an endless terrain of mountains,
jungles, swamps and wild rivers.

I had finally arrived home, only to be
told of the shocking news by my parents
that my marriage was already fixed, and
it was to be solemnised in a fortnight. I
was then hardly a 17-year-old boy having
returned to India after giving up my
studies at the Rangoon University, as I
did not believe that the vaunted British
might would contain the fierce Japanese
onslaught. I had no alternative but to bow
to the wishes of my parents and get
married!

An announcement, though in late July
of 1942, in The Hindu, threw an un-

expected opportunity on my way. The
Burmese Government in exile had decided
to continue the collegiate merit scholar-
ship which I earned for my general pro-
ficiency in the school final examination in
Burma. I remembered the advice of Dr.
Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar who
exhorted me to study at the Annamalai
University, when way back in my VII
Standard, he gave me a gold medal for my
proficiency in Mathematics. Though
admissions were over by then, the Vice-
Chancellor, Sir K.V. Reddy, admitted me
as a special case to what was then known
as the Intermediate Course and allowed
me to opt for the Physical Science Group.

Within a fortnight of my admission, the
University had to be closed owing to an
agitation by the students, in the wake of
the “Quit India Movement.” In those
days, all students, irrespective of caste,
creed or religion, were united by a common
National Cause. There was a large section
of students from Kerala, South Canara
and Andhra, and nodiscrimination of any
sort was practised in letter and spirit.

Students always looked forward to
Saturdays and Sundays, when the Stu-
dents’ Union meetings were held at the
Gokhale Hall. Debates, mock-parliaments
and mock-trials were conducted on Satur-
days in English, and Sundays were for
proceedings in Tamil. Eveh Members of
the Staff, like Dr. P.C. Alexander (now His
Excellency the Governor of Tamilnadu),
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Prof. T. Govindarajan of the Department
of Mathematics and Prof. C.R. Myleru of
the Department of English were partici-
pants in these debates and discussions.
Students were thus trained and inspired in
the art of public speaking, in Tamil and
English as well.

The Students’ Union Meetings provided
splendid opportunities for many young
men to develop their traits of personality
and leadership. It is not surprising that a
number of them are now in politics and are
making a mark in that field, and others
have distinguished themselves in various
meritorious walks of life, as Teachers,
Statesmen, Scientists, Scholars, Mini-
sters, Administrators, Educationists,
Industrialists and Entrepreneurs.

To cite a few examples, His Excellency
Shri R. Venkataraman is an undisputed
national leader, His Excellency Dr. P.C.
Alexander, is an administrator, par
excellence.

The classes in English Idiom and
Usage, conducted by no less a person
than the Rt. Hon’ble V.S. Srinivasa Sastri,
the then Vice-Chancellor, were so famous
that they used to be flocked by students
and teachers alike, I was told.

Later on, Prof. P.A. Subramania Iyer,
Professor of English, continued the prac-
tice. He was also a famous teacher of
Shakespeare, who used to act out the
scenes in the class, to make us re-live
those dramatic moments. His English was
always high-sounding and bombastic,
and he was fond of using an involved style
of speech. He never used to tolerate inter-
ruption or noise in the class. Once, while
he was engaged in one of those self-
absorbed elocutionary exercises, he found
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a student in the back-row in a dialogue
with his neighbour. The Professor stopped
abruptly, and asked him sternly to explain
his behaviour. The student replied that he
could not understand the “idiotic langu-
age” of his Professor. Prof. Subramania
Iyer’s anger knew no bounds. His mind
was poised for a suitable disciplinary
action against him. Before he could take a
precipitous step, to the detriment of the
student, his neighbour whose English was
good, rose to his defence by saying that
what his friend really meant to use was
“idiomatic language”, and not “idiotic
language”; he did not know the proper
usage for the occasion, and hence the
unfortunate confusion on his part, he
explained. The explosive situation was
not only defused, but also, everyone in-
cluding the Professor had a hearty laugh!

As astudent of the Intermediate Class, I
joined a batch of 30 students, to start a
Social Service League, as a voluntary

“organization. We started a night school

for the poor children and took up social
service in the hamlet of Thiruvetkalam,
nearby the campus. The Social Service
League, begun in a small and humble way
then, has now become a mighty organi-
sation, recognised by the University, and
it is doing yeoman service in many laud-
able ways.

The hostels were invariably crowded
and with little creature-comforts, but we
bravely put wup with all the incon-
veniences. However, it should be said in
favour of those hostels that the mess rates
were unbelievably cheap in those days.
Believe me when I say that the monthly
mell bill in 1942, including room-rent,
electricity and establishment charges, at
the cheap section of the hostel, was less

_ than fifteen rupees, and for those dining at



the expensive section, it did not exceed
twenty rupees! And the fare provided at
both the sections was always tasty and
relishable.

I was one of those who enjoyed fully the
campus life of the University, having been
the Secretary in the final year and also
represented the University in Football
and Badminton. I had maintained the top
rank throughout my scholastic career. My

experience as a social worker and teacher
at the night school at that time inspired
me to love learning and teaching and
dedicate myself to them, right early in life.
Annamalai University, thus gave me a
spiritual and professional direction to my
life and career. The secret of my success as
a teacher and Vice-Chancellor is mainly
due to the very pleasant and purposeful
period of my student life at the Annamalai
University.

141



142

ysp, Qumen CFigs LOFOVESPSLD
Lréi @umr. Qp@E6 s lusr

ar@renary b, eTaTanarll QUTEIDaUTFETYD YTTER, THEEHSES
yfloys Bpearyh yHp@WYy S5, BTG drsmar QuuGyT@b
Qumewlur@h, ysGpT@b 2 erar afll L 6@ TL®OL LDE@UE
s, sargyaLw wallalprma, Gdarar®, FErr@w ApuGur@ib,
QurafCaunr®w aa)Gair@, y&Cur@h Qu@ewlur@n 6&TeT
Lor@aigl NBB&, e wlLpn wRPpsS Gemen G er.

prer, 1939-6@h 1944-d@un GaLuld, pbg Yyar@ssTw,
Cupuy iy uyéGw BoamTilflamer, <GB GRT TLDEMGLI LIV FGU S
spssPa QupGper. yarewrTwae F&fd, sHHQIb LF®L Blenis
GsrawsersfaGu Udsmasspsd HouFBGUUCs safl Spmsd
spusTEh. Quelyws graumrsh wpGa JyPp Hows Blopis
spafla, Curr@ul QuEwssesh, wraTaisaTRu FTasEmD S5
Dosm, eoral, g srwmy, aflemawury, soalflCo safl sl @
Qequs® wiss, adraart Curarpaisesg, Lar@n Gup Quars
ST EGL useLE®DES @EDTEL. suEh al@Fsdr, Cuyr@fwiisdr
ey upuyssar, vulppaléEh UVF®NS SPFs S L L BISET, L m&eT
®m@b QurgwarTLumser, sreodloul QuEBSERE GsTedraushseTar
Spiurer srafloawn, alomerur@augnsTer aflearurl Bé s mser,
gésh@erd, ewmayughaTa LRsTEsE, QuUTwE CUTEGUSDSTET
UL gafl@b sTdaTd, Gmsssma uullgib s, 2eped Flaewib,
s Bl@awh, aflpumars soLsar JRuUm HPSS5BSH QBHSSTD,
aarg Sy@memmwaapsi wrpey Gewowlsi Pplumer ampaTs
T ICLEY TR

prar udfleérp sTwsHe, @yl gergler afl.aaw. Faflaims
srav@uwmi, si.Gs. afl. Quiy sry@sre, Cuom@lui b, @QrsSer
snf) RCuni gwarCaupsisants Qwis U uTpBlari. ymBws
sopuled Cupr®fun spsgb, Bm. QuralsTure ylwussTT, S5
A.aev. sudlgueiu sowi  Curarpauisear Qombgeri. sulips
sopufler, CGupr®fur &r. & areer, uvaryswe) s8Crss
Qelyquri, cméLfr g.8. Qslyquri, prawi b.ep. Camsersmd
B, 8®. om. @Qurea HLwESTH, afl$glairer gerenay
gogerdlofearmer, Ga. o). sudgveilu fereer, aflgg eaimar
yagran Nerewer, allggarear spemrsan ereer, §. FsT&a
uvawrLrgssri, alggumdr Qwo.u.&®. @oTwprsear GFligwrd,



alggiourar spsemBumi, aldgaimer GlouareareTy e e Gumeirp
aisar uafurpert. agordms sopuld Gupr@luf & eeb.
eflaunsssrumrt, Qurgelued gapuled Lréi ). afl. prymwersmis)
FTY®, sawéRue geopuld LrsLi pr@msyme, alwmfued gopuild
LréLi Cemaywr, wralwed gopuled Lréi urasryrd, @Qupulued
siopufle LrsLi @urwéss@y grel, swmaulud giopuld LT
sssgaurs®, sssuafluew  geopuld Gurr@hur @gmreigTs
srflurt, afl@arwrgue gopud Gw. awm.GCs. Gsrallbsrmo~ay,
B 9. ywwry Gurdrpauiser ysp@UDY aflars&erTiser.

prer @erLflow aguyseld  saréfud — Qupllud —
svmaflued QW apery UTLBismeryb, et et auGLUL safld
s0pQury) — QWwsRul urLBsmeryh TOSH Uy SCH6. LNetrasr i
PG F@®aLT LI L th GupGpeir.

prar @ oo aglysald sarsfuaayn, sulflain wse
aarser Qupml ufl&sear GunGper.

1941 @psed 1944 awang Yyaiis gL, apeirms 24 GO (ST RLD
prer, Qurr@uri &. ye@TUPsHE, F®. Y. 5Qewr geir LHMILD FTOUT Y&
gpCurisar, @eenrs8BHG Ly $3gmid.

SUGuraps, @FSw all@soawsstar CurgTiL msE@mb, 9L
url Laseph FrOLmGh UTMETS YsHb QuprlBEseaT.  ABSF
spBlooulsd, wraraisaid GQuEbuTEDTEL TS g ev--sibueflev®
sURsafler upps QsrarwisarTaGos QGHSTT ST,

@BPur Qaeraerui %Ps558amg alOULE, pyal@sma
QupBaar @i erarp Sallgwrar QEmarasmw 56T Qsrawy BESCST®,
Quluri — oyaweawrT HJRCuTT wariss frrall. Quéss Qsmarans
salL$BCe ShsTULDHID, SO Yraup darss @) B GIoub BT

SUQuUTe Gsoflarer, Sluwmrer, it wrar HrEwd
waripghlon @nis aupss. Jagui sLPsQsrarass lyiGur@
wTHmé sHsSaredy wHEG uary adGamdlLpd sTETOLLL S
preare_afle) SyarraTTI@RBST, HTRWD 2 auiEHsGD, RerisFsGd
Bowssearnrs wrfupss. ASHGL ULGLETDS &L ms6r Q@urfigtb
LweTLL L.

AB5é sTVGHW, Carele warLusP, @bl Fafl &8 paw

weirg sTeauld sWlfld Ul gwearn BapsPuyb, GTuDsapanuarn
sraoould yuRwsHd uligwearn Bapsfuyn wrerar CugmasarTea

143



144

sLSSUQUpD. Ul igwarpmaafle) @ligud — Qe wrawrar —
wrearallut CuEdsmiyu smoLiydser, GU@GHUTID, Iyarapw Bleameufle
SOVSTER B Arfwed supsl NyéPeaeTsarTsSSTE Q)BEGL.
ul g warp Klepsfemard sar®, GsL ), wRPFHyn CHTeGam wadrL Lib
pugih, Palprrseaie, <yg Blood) aflyb yarayses Gw
dplurisar. ulgwedan arsmsoars  Gsallypib wrewar —
wrewralluisear Yyramrgh Qsdigb, @sGural) awiflyw, HhsgH b
F@adg WHPalTiser.

BreT udsRESPESH® CitsCGurgl, uliywarniisafle, G
urguh, sTEArav——sbyela® uppeLw wrerwisCar Cuéss
SneowCur® Cusariser; o Cprmselle Foralll. Quéss FH55%
samar a@isgb, @uSSID, wflsgib Guasariger. afllFoalll @
T GOIT GUOT G S LYW QR (GF GV DTG QUIT ST SMLd, HLGUTUpgl, Frmall. QuéesLs
UDDIDLWAUTENTTES G EPHSTISET. apeTDTG  YyarisE Gl
vy @wCurgy, Cuor®fui &. yeErupser yeuiser, genlig Guent
g, a@isg Cuasari. ygauamguledy Cuwar gHltiCuan LPESWLD,
e IDHAGES srar, Frrall Quess sBSsIs5sers5E wallagp L,
gelbg, ulywarn g a@issi’ Cuss saelul BLar. a®FS
a@GUNCwBuw L@ w ysrayb, urrrl Gseih, CUTHDISID TTEGS
S ssar. QFTLibs L@ UL IGWLETDE Sl LAsalled H6vEsHI0 ST ®
wrgmy Carer. bS5 YT® QP SGer Apss Cussmerar erarn Guw
QuPDPCSTH, HFTETTWONL LUDFMVESPSSHD B _upn Cuésls
Curyufle swpgGsTar®, wpaspufan QunGmner.

1942—43-gib garyed shlpl Cuuewsd OQsuwrargrss
CsipQs@ssuuc GLear. v OpUys &l memeryh, UL QwaETDs
&L misemarud B g5 Ceareir.

1943—44-1p gyawyed sEp QPasAw warnsd GEwemert
ACarer. pravai eTav. aTen. urgGuwmi, Lasi i, ). Cegiifleramer,
9.0s. @SDUTHTSTTT, DEDIDEEVWIG SHET, aflyorarbs 2 ser,
Cupr@fwr &m. &. MNerener, uairy swenf) sHCred QF wrr, Lrdm
g.8. Qelywri, gamau gegerdideareer, créii 6. @Qum.
BerrC Aapgrarmd, GQuiwmi F.Qa. @urwsm), Bflepi 2 eTemrm
Curarp Gumwésamer eI WrMmPSHF SDOyd @i LBser
BL &5 Gareir. !EIITGW parg) apd wensufled @eai@aiTwn L SHQih
symgwan) GrrsSnEs Gopurwed GuS wreweiseflar %E@ga»ﬁug’
o 19 Gaeir.

Qumiseapflay Qgererm L1 UMSmVS spsmsapsRarGu e
@Qupp Cuésl Gumiygufld,  yarearTw@WL LDEMOESEYSSS 6r



Fniumrs prayh, CuITRflum &. NETUPHST SouiF@sh swbg% C\&TaT®
QYT T TN LDSPRVE SpssHseTss CoLwugms QupGprib.
safltiuc L wspuflas sraub, @ravcrag ufloss Cugrfluwb
@QupGpmib.

9@ afl.s. waaflprelar Gurgy Qecranarufley &eauTHEnd
Rer Cu s Qupp GuisiGuriyuled sreyb, H@. QrreGamumaer
GTGHTID LOITGHNT GU(Lh 9 GUOT GBOT (T LOGRGVL UDEDRVESPSSP T FTTUTSS SVBSI
QereanrGLmb. WBaQuAuQsT@E SpHCETL®U®WL, NG G TIMGLI
Uds@asspssHdsTs, GQupdly uflersl QupGpi. saflliuc L
wpaspuflens Brah, @uarLrag ufes awg pavui @oTe
Carureweyh GunGprd.

QUIQUITPS 2| T GRT ITLOGW GV pafled Gumrgrlimaen, Gaeme
BnSShsEpD Y& pOLQUD. FTE 2 @ @LESGD, 2 flevws@iLb,
Burug@pen ufpgy CusGaar; o Aweursall b argT®CGaer.
Yarrd, Lgleul urpuBSHstareresn Curyri L msaflgun, Gauama
Blnigsmselab swibg QsareararTwed mmRde GamerGaisr.

1943-gyib yar® sullfleovsuludssser slussallpr FrerCsrnib
sroauaflpig @rey 12 wal amyuld, @@ aTFsT®L Blss@piiuns
BLpCSBILS.

LUQEMMESPHLI LG LI (PIgSSi, QauelCuulng, uw FpLiys
sl Lmsafigub, Hoeert aflpréselgyb, Ul wefliy aflprésaflgyb
LI @QISTETGT 3G GRT TLOGMGVLL LOSDVEFYPESH DG BT LR SL O &6T
Qe @BsRCneT. = LOSOWEFPFD HATOEG YTE Gupul i
gyl dfeysmer alflaré®s Garar@n, allgallgwrer Gupsadal
vifpyalégn sorflsmart GuGsRS6&mer@nh, yewySw sl m
soary, af@Hsmary, GYuUGLyssmaryb & wulsbsTar @
P wsReTn ST F@aryh, Heupdlar wr Famaryh s @ gy,
Qu@ewyb, QUi Yo 58 HSRCnar.

BITET O GHTGWT TIGGLI LIS & SYP&5F e, sevafl wvuflerp
prlsmar eraranfl unis@Gpar! CoeuTpib @& Blevawayser LI
sarargRe 2 aiQuU@ S erper! s @allu-wRpsfsgwrar —
o ariéPIflés — aERGUTRIGD BTL &6 @afly gpu@wT? eTeTDi
e ay@Cpar! griGHCner.

wafaflprafloerd Fplumss QETEHTL @D |6 GoT TOGHGL
LD s@maEsWsD amps! aeris! Clas!

145



My Association with the Annamalai University
Dr. S.V. Chittibabu

Former Vice-Chancellor

Even as a student of Pachaiyappa’s
College, Madras, during the years 1936-
41, T had heard a lot about the
Annamalai University and its cele-
brated Founder Dr. Rajah Sir Anna-
malai Chettiar. My father used to
eulogise the services of the Rajah Saheb
and describe him as a remarkable man
of profound business acumen, prophetic
vision and foresight. In those days the
Nagarathar community, noted for their
charity, generally extended their bene-
factions to the building and renovation
of temples and erection of choultries for
housing and feeding the poor and the
needy. But it was given to the generous
hearted Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai
Chettiar to conceive of a plan never
thought of ever before, viz the founding
of a temple of learning and culture that
would recapture and make known the
ancient glory of Tamil language, litera-
ture and civilisation. Thus was born the
Annamalai University in 1929 and to
this day it has majestically stood out as
the most luminous monument to the
enlightened munificence of its immortal
Founder. Naturally I had a longing to
see the University which had by then
become renowned for the rich facilities
provided for promoting advanced
researches in Tamil literature, art and
music under the direction and guidance
of Tamil savants of acclaimed fame as
well as for the study of all subjects both
in the Western and Eastern fields of
knowledge. But then, it was only in
1946, when I was an Assistant Professor
of History in Pachaiyappa’s College
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that I was given the opportunity to visit
the great University as one invited to
serve on the Board of Question Paper-
Setters for the B.A. History Degree
Examination of that year. The
Chairman of the Board was  Prof.
C.S. Srinivasachariar, himself popularly
known as ‘Chikka’. It was quite exciting
for me to meet him at the above Board
Meeting. He was highly esteemed as one
in the vanguard of writers and teachers
of history embellishing the Muse of
History with their erudite and eloquent
contributions of lasting value. He had
served the Pachaiyappa’s College as a
very popular, teacher of history for a
while, and as such, he exchanged
pleasantries with me as an alumnus of
the college that he was once associated
with.

Availing of my visit to the University,
I went round the fascinating campus
and felt attracted by the imposing
beauty of the buildings, amidst lovely
environs. There was a certain patent
unity in the pattern and texture of the
constructions which  proclaimed the
meticulous thoroughness with which the
Founder had planned and executed his
admirable scheme. I then came to learn
how the equally famous son of the
Founder Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar
to whom I was already indebted for my
appointment in Pachaiyappa’s College
untiringly endeavoured to maintain and
even improve on the high ideals and
purposes set by his revered father with
the help of a distinguished line of Vice-



Chancellors. It was during his time as
we know, that several new Departments
of study in Arts, Sciences, Engineering
and Technology, Agriculture, Dental
Science etc. were added to the various
faculties. It was his avowed aim that
there should be a constant interplay of
science and humanities so that there
would be scientific and human approach
in the study of the various disciplines
fostered by the University.

In subsequent years following my first
visit, I was invited to address the
University Students Union and the
History and Politics ‘Association. Thiru
T.M. Narayanaswami Pillai was the
Vice-Chancellor who presided over the
Union meeting in the Sastri Hall. It was
in the Gokhale Hall that I spoke to the
students under the presidentship of Prof.
R. Sathianathier whose name as a
historian of great repute I was already
aware of. He had a stentorian voice and
his thoughts were expressed by him in
words of compulsive force, marked by
cultural refinement and sensitivity. I
was thrilled to learn that the University
encouraged the art of public speaking on
the part of students by organising
periodical debates and seminars which
were characterised by the freedom of
expression, the magic of rhetorical skill
and the flavour of witticisms and
repartees — a feature which we miss
very much in these days.

December 1980 sprang a surprise on
me. Little did I dream till that time that
I was one day going to be associated
with the Annamalai University as its
Vice-Chancellor. On the recommenda-
tion of the late Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah
Chettiar and in consultation with the
Government of Tamil Nadu, the then

Chancellor of the University His
Excellency Thiru Sadiq Ali, Governor of
Tamil Nadu, sent for me and said that
he was appointing me as Vice
Chancellor of the University. That was
the time when the University was in the
throes of a crisis — a total strike by the
staff, teaching and non-teaching, hostel
employees and research scholars. I felt
that it was the most terrific challenge
that I had to face in my career as an
educational administrator. I accepted
the gauntlet with ‘“courage and faith”
which incidentally is the inspiring
motto that the Founder had got escut-
cheoned on the University’s Coat-of-
Arms. I called on the Pro-Chancellor
and took his blessings and good wishes
for the success of my endeavours to
defuse the crisis and find a solution
mutually acceptable to the University
authorities and the aggrieved parties. At
the negotiating table all the issues that
had provoked the agitation were sorted
out and an amicable settlement was
arrived at. The Pro-Chancellor’s wise
guidance and good-will stood me in good
stead, while on the government’s side
there was helpful response and coopera-
tion. I was able to heave a sigh of relief
when the University’s academic acti-
vities resumed with their usual zeal and
vigour.

But when in 1981 the proposal was
mooted that since the University’s
functioning as a centre of post-graduate
teaching and advanced research was
impeded by the onerous responsiblity of
its running the three-year degree courses
which could be well-taken care of by the
six first grade colleges that had already
come up in the South Arcot, the
University could shed these courses,
there was stiff opposition from those
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who unfortunately apprehended that the
move was ill-conceived and was meant
to be used for retrenching some un-
wanted staff in the various Departments
of study. Even though the Pro-
Chancellor had given his approval for
this proposal and the Government too
had been apprised of its advantages,
there was stiff resistance and the
Syndicate and I were hard put to
tackling the problem with due care,
concern, and circumspection. Any way
this scheme was put through and
ultimately the degree courses were
abolished. But then the University
simultaneously strengthened the post-
graduate courses of study and gave
forceful thrust to the research activities
of the Faculties. With a view to
motivating the teachers to work for
doctoral degrees, study leave facilities
were extended to them. A glance at the
reports of University  Departments,
would reveal how much they had been
influenced by the newly created
academic climate in which the Faculty
and the students could play the role of
co-partners working in harmony for the
acquisition and advancement of human
knowledge as well as for its practical
application in real life. Many action-
oriented socially relevant academic
programmes — formal as well as non-
formal — were implemented meaning-
fully and purposefully. The Directorate
of Correspondence Courses was redesig-
nated as the Directorate of Distance
Education with the development of the
strategy of using a variety of distance
teaching methods suited to home based
students and setting up a number of
study centres equipped with libraries,
audio-video aids and counselling
services.

I am happy to recall that the Uni-
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versity also witnessed a number of
important and eye-catching Conferences
and Festivals being held. Mention may
be made here of the holding of the 59th
Annual Conference of the Association of
Indian Universities, the 45th All India
History Congress and the 16th All India
Sociological Conference. The National
Youth Festival was held twice, and the
Commemoration Volume to mark the
Birth Centenary of Mahakavi Bhara-
thiyar was released. These memorable
events put the University on the
academic map of India. The meaningful
participation, dialogue and counsel of
the visiting dignitaries added lustre and
significance to the further growth of the
University and they in turn had the
opportunity to observe first-hand the
phenomenal growth of the University,
and carry its fame and name whereever
they went.

A most cherished dream of Dr. Rajah
Sir Muthiah Chettiar was to see that a
Medical College was started under the
Faculty of Medicine. It was given to me
to initiate steps. The foundation-stone
was laid and the construction of the
building to house the Medical College
was begun as per the plan approved by
the Rajah Saheb. But it was our
misfortune that his eventful life was cut
short by the icy hands of death in May
1984. However, his worthy son, Dr.
M.AM. Ramaswamy, the present Pro-
Chancellor, left no stone unturned to see
to the fulfilment of his beloved father’s
wish. At the time of my demiting the
office of Vice-Chancellorship, the con-
struction of the grandiose building in
which the present Rajah Muthiah
Institute of Health Sciences is accom-
modated was almost complete.

From June 1984 till December 1986 I
was privileged to work under the



dynamic Pro-Chancellorship of Dr.
M.AM. Ramaswamy and carry out
several schemes in which he was

interested both as an educational pro-
moter of perspicacity and sagacity and
as a man of action with a penchant,
nay, passion for sports and their many-
sided development with an accent on
attractive incentives being given to the
most promising sports persons of the
University. From what I have seen of
him I should say he is a “ no nonsense”
man who means serious business and
would not tolerate either shabbiness or
imperfection. As one essaying in every
possible way to live up to the highest
traditions and ideals of the Chettinad
Family, he strongly believes in the
spontaneous enforcement of genuine

discipline, team-gpirit, and comradeship
among the different sections of the
academic community of the University.

In recollecting the many challenging
incidents and events that marked my
association with the Annamalai Uni-
versity as its Vice-Chancellor from
1980-86 the one thought that comes to
my mind uppermost is that against the
present  backdrop of kaleidoscopic
changes in the protean scenario of
higher education, a Vice-Chancellor, if
he is to survive and hold his head aloft
has to be at once a scholarly academi-
cian, an insightful administrator, a
convincing persuader, a  discerning
reconciler, a smart consensus-builder, a
harmonizer and a humanizer.
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Reminiscences

L. Sabaretnam
Member of the Syndicate

It is with profound pleasure that I pen
a few lines by way of reminiscences of
my student days at my beloved Alma-
Mater, the renowned Annamalai Uni-
versity, founded by Dr. Rajah Sir
Annamalai Chettiar, known as a prince
of philanthropy and man of vision.

I well remember the glorious years, of
1958-62, which I spent as a young
student under the care and guidance of
Professors of great eminence in the
various faculties which offered several
courses of studies. The noteworthy
feature that impressed me during my
days in the University and ever after-
wards was the great and meticulous
care with which the noble, munificent
and illustrious founder chose teachers of
high calibre and profound scholarship
in their respective specialities. To cite an
example, he went all out to select an
Englishman to head the Department of
English so that the students of English
could get quality instruction in that
subject. To the thoughtful founder there
could be no compromise so far as
quality was concerned.

Even now I recall vividly the excellent
way in which the galaxy of great
Professors of my time inspired the
students with their erudite lectures as
well as by their exemplary lives. They
were really an adornment to the
University.
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The secret of the founder’s great
success lay in the fact that both by
precept and practice, he himself moti-
vated and enthused the Faculty with his
rare devotion to duty and discipline.
This spirit of dedication was inculcated
by the Staff in their wards. The seeds
thus sown by the Founder led to the
emergence of a band of academicians
and technocrats who are now spread all
over the world and who are now sharing
their knowledge and experience acquired
in the University with the people with
whom they come into contact.

It was my rare privilege to mingle
with fellow students hailing from all
parts of the world during the eventful
years of my stay in the University
hostel. The corporate life that we
enjoyed shaped our attitudes on right
lines. We participated in debates and
seminars with great gusto and zeal. We
might have had differences of opinion in
our speeches. But never was there any
bitterness or rancour in our hearts. In
fact, the University provided us with a
surpassing training ground and if many
of its alumni are today shining in public
life as administrators, statesmen and
technocrats, it is not a little due to the
fine training given to them by the
University.

I feel honoured and consider myself
extremely fortunate to serve on the
University’s Syndicate today as the
nominee of its beloved Pro-Chancellor.
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Reminiscences
G.D. Nandagopal

Former Regjistrar

Daily walks were a must for the
Rajah. Commencing at 5 A.M. he would
walk for an hour. He would combine
inspection of the old and new buildings,
gardens, boating canal, swimming pool,
car sheds, cow sheds, staff quarters etc,
on the extensive grounds. Instructions
would be given wherever lapses were
noticed for immediate attention which
were promptly carried out.

The Rajah’s active mind would be
ever full of diverse matters crowding in
his mind. Naturally, he would give
priority to matters that were important
and called for urgent attention.

During one of his walks, the Rajah
referred with deep concern to the dis-
turbed conditions in the hostels. This
was due to congestion and could obvi-
ously be tackled only by putting up
more hostels. Where is the mcney to
come from? The Rajah was thinking
aloud. The precarious financial condi-
tion would not permit of this expendi-
ture. The natural course was obviously
to seek Government help. We had
reached the bungalow by then and the
Rajah went for his bath, fixing 7 a.m.
for resuming our talks.

The Rajah’s observation that some-
thing must be done immediately spurred
my thinking. Taking the cue from his
observations, I quickly made out a draft
letter to the Chancellor, expressing the
gravity of the situation, calling for quick
action and pleading for succour to the

University, the finances of which were
slender.

When the talks resumed, the Rajah
enquired what I thought could be done. I
promptly produced the draft. As desired
by the Rajah I read it out. He appeared
pleased.

Promptly the Kumara Rajah was
apprised of the matter by his father and
was told to be ready to take the letter to
the Chancellor to be presented by him
personally at the Secretariat. The
Kumara Rajah did the rest, and ere long,
new hostel blocks began to spring up.

Many new buildings had to come up
to cope with the new admissions. The
Rajah was keen that the construction
work should be done departmentally. He
believed that this would not only ensure
timeliness, but also save the money to
be paid to the contractors as profit.

These are a few of the instances to
reveal the Rajah’s perpetual thoughts of
doing something for the growth and
development of the University. The
Rajah had used to describe the Uni-
versity and Tamil Isai as his two eyes.

The Rajah’s deep desire was to mould
the University on the pattern of Oxford
and Cambridge which made a deep
impression in his mind. ‘Bricks and
mortar do not make an institution
great,” he would often say, ‘it is the men
that make an institution great’ To
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achieve this, the Rajah gave meticulous
attention to the choice of staff. He did
not stand on prestige in spreading his
net far and wide, to pick out the best
talents. He personally invited eminent
scholars in various disciplines.

Once, when one of the senior Pro-
fessors in the University was lured by
an offer of better emoluments by a
neighbouring University, the Rajah
would not take this quietly. He decided
to address the Chancellor and accord-
ingly we sent up a letter to the
Chancellor explaining how an infant
University could hardly compete with a
well-established University. There was
quick effect. Shortly after, we got a
letter from that Vice-Chancellor which
concluded ‘pray forgive me my remiss-
ness.’

With the Rajah, there could be no
flippant talk. When anyone made an
allegation against another, his method
of tackling was like this; He would first
hear everything the person making the
allegation had to say. The person
against whom allegations were made
would be called in next, separately.
Finally both the persons would be
ushered in and the Rajah would hold a
joint enquiry and decide then and there.
Hence there was no scope for frivolous
or false allegations.

The Rajah was punctual and syste-
matic in making and keeping engage-
ments. He kept a small note book and a
pencil always with him. No one could
see him without prior appointment.

On one occasion, two agents from
Saigon arrived without notice to consult
the Rajah. He had a full day’s engage-
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ment with me. The matter from Saigon
was also important and urgent. So the
Rajah made some adjustment. The
adjustment served the purpose. How-
ever, it was at considerable inconveni-
ence to him who had to forego his
normal afternoon siesta.

Noting that I was running tempera-
ture, while with him once, the Rajah
impressed on me the need to take care of
my health. He would some times use
adages in Tamil: “Grrs@e o ewayb
2. DESUPD Suflwd.
feF o ardogw pywrg. '

&auflebemined

Once I was shocked by the Rajah’s
remark that I should not hesitate to give
the best medical treatment to my wife
who was ailing. How did the Rajah
know? Perhaps, he had inferred from
my worried countenance. Such was his
interest in the welfare of his staff,
including their families.

The Rajah’s first engagement on
arrival in Chidambaram would be the
worship of Lord Nataraja. All work
would start only thereafter.

The greatness of the Rajah was his
simplicity. He would not wear a wrist
watch, did not use lift or air-condi-
tioning. He would wear white dhoti and
shirt while at home. When he went out
for functions, he wore a close coat and
lace turban with dhoti tied as
‘uepsassn’.  For State functions he
would don European dress.

The Rajah used to sqat on the floor
with folded legs against a huge plantain
leaf and have his lunch with his guests.
His hospitality was such that the cook
at the Rajah’s behest would prepare



dishes that the guests would most like.
The hospitality to guests was such that
he would go up to the portico and open
the door of the car to see them off.

The Rajah would usually set apart
sometime to hear purely personal
matters. On one such occasion, I
mustered courage to suggest humbly,
that the Rajah might not address me
“grmser’’, as I felt embarrassed. He
appeared to put on an air of disapproval
and remarked “I am addressing the
Registrar of the Annamalai Univer-
sity.” I was silenced.

Prior to the Convocation (first for me)
I had detailed instructions. The keys to
the Convocation Hall, after locking,
should be kept by me for the night and
the door opened by me alone the next
morning. Those were days when an
Englishman was the Chancellor.

As I was taking leave, the Rajah
signalled a boy to bring a huge silver
plate with a purple cover laid on it. I
was told to take it. Noticing my
curiosity, the Rajah said it was for my
use for making a dark suit for the
convocation. I was overwhelmed to see a
handsome amount in the envelope.

The Temple of Learning built by the
Rajah will glow for generations as a
timeless memorial to the hallowed
memory of the noble soul, whose heart
and soul are in the University at
Annamalai Nagar and its life was
Rajah’s breath.

His noble. soul pervades the campus,
watches over and directs like a ‘Guar-
dian Angel’ the destinies of the Uni-
versity which he brought into being and
nurtured, and whose growth and deve-
lopment were always dearest and
nearest to his heart.
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Reminiscences of An Alumnus

E.S. Ranganathan
Rtd. Accounts Officer

It is with a feeling of nostalgia that I
recollect my student days at the Uni-
versity, half-a-century ago — 1938 to
1943, to be exact. The first thing that
comes to my mind are the wide open
spaces that existed then, within the
University Campus. The main road
from near the Sastri Hall, right upto the
railway line, did not have a single
building except the VC’s Bungalow. On
either side cf the road, there were only
green fields. Similarly there was a vast
open space between the Men’s East
Block Hostel and the Professors’
Quarters Road, © with only a small
bandstand at its centre. Many buildings
have come up now, leaving only small
patches of open space here and there.
Well, that is the inevitable price for
growth and development, I suppose.

The Hostel then consisted of the East
Block and the West Block, intended
mainly for junior studepts and the New
Block with single rooms, for the final
year students. I suppose all these names
would have been changed now. During
my final years, one more new block was
built, which was called the “4th New
Block.” One graduated from the West
and East blocks to the New Block.

The furniture in the rooms were all
simple and sparse. Each inmate had one
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table, (without drawers), one chair, and
one builtin book-shelf. That was all.
Those who wanted, and could afford
them, bought one mud pot for water,
and one coir-cot. I think the cot was sold
for 1 rupee 8 annas or two rupees.
Vendors of these articles did brisk
business during the opening season.

Both the East and West Blocks had
one room in each; jutting out in the
middle. This room in the West Block
was, by convention, allotted to the
Hostel Secretary. The one in the East
Block was, for one year, occupied by me,
and because of the large number of
birds there, I had named it “Sparrows-
View.”

Coming to the mess, there were seven
“Sections” as they were called. There
were the “Orthodox Costly” Section, and
the Cosmopolitan Section which was
cheap, besides one ‘Malayalee Section’
(all coconut o0il and Kerala preparations)
and one ‘Andhra Section’ (all chillies
and gonkura). There was one non-
vegetarian section also, located slightly
away from the other sections. The mess
charges were on a dividing basis. The
daily rate (which naturally varied from
month to month) for the cheap section
was around 3% annas (equivalent to the



present 22 paise) and for the costly
section, around 5 annas (present 31
paise). For this, one got two substantial
meals. (9 AM. & 7 P.M.) and one
substantial tiffin (1.30 P.M.). Besides
this, those who could afford it had one
coffee in the morning, which was
charged for separately, at 14 annas or 1
rupee, I think, per month.

Recreation in the evenings was res-
tricted to games and sports, and
perhaps a walk to the railway station
and to the “town” — Chidambaram. For
the musically inclined, there was the
Music College with its main hall at the
entrance where the Music College
students could practise. The constant
going-on and coming-out of the other
students on their evening walk gave it
real concert hall atmosphere, which I
think must have helped a lot to the
practising novices to overcome their
stage-fright.

The period during which I stayed at
the University became noted for two
important events — the 1938 students’
strike and the 1942 Quit India agitation,
in which the students took a very active
part. These two events brought to the
forefront student leaders like Bala-
thandayutham, Sivaramakrishnan and
others.

On the academic side, there was a
galaxy of teachers — Prof. C.S.
Srinivasachari  (History), popularly
known as “Chikka”, Prof. Sathyanatha
Iyer (also History), Dr. T. Balakrishnan
Nair (History) who later became
Principal, Presidency College, Madras,
Prof. G.V. Krishnaswamy Iyengar,
(Maths) popularly known as ‘G V K’, my

revered Professor Dr. B.V. Narayana-
swamy Naidu, (later Principal, Pachai-
yappa’s College, Madras), Dr. R.N.
Poduval (later associated with many
activities of the United Nations
Organisation) Prof. T.N. Jagadeesan
(English), who later devoted himself
entirely to the cause of Leprosy Eradi-
cation, Prof. R. Bhaskaran (History) and
Tiger Varadachariar, Principal, Music
College. Each one was a giant in his
field, all crowned by the Vice-Chancellor,
the Rt. Hon’ble V.S. Srinivasa Sastri —
(The silver-tongued orator of India, “the
Indian who could speak English better
than an Englishman”). The Rt. Hon’ble
Sastri was to my knowledge, the only
Vice-Chancellor who handled classes
also. He engaged each class, right from
junior Intermediate class to final year
Literature Honours class, for one hour
every week, the subject being “How to
speak and write good English.”

I may add here that Dr. P.C.
Alexander, Present Governor of Tamil
Nadu, was one of our lecturers for a
short period.

There was a large number of Associa-
tions both academic and linguistic, and
all these had an Inaugural function at
the beginning and a Valedictory fun-
ction at the end of each year, with a
party and group photo.

No account of a college or University
will be complete without a mention of
the practice of “ragging.” As far as I am
able to remember, this practice was not
in existence during the time I am
speaking of. I am unable to recollect any
incident relating to this. Evidently, this
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is a practice that came into vogue at a come to my mind during my travel
later period, probably in the fifties or  Jown the 50 years old memory land. As

sixties.

an old student, I hope the University
wil, in due course celebrate its

Well, these are some of the things that Centenary and Bicentenary too.

The Trust of the Tamils

“My father very much desired to establish a University in
Tamil Nadu for the development of higher learning, research
and Tamil culture. The public and quite a number of eminent
politicians have assisted my father in the establishment of the
Annamalai University at Annamalainagar: a fact that cannot
be ignored. However, this University is not the property of any
singleindividual. AsI have stated on many occasions on many
platforms, this great University is the Trust of the Tamils and
the property of Tamil Nadu.”

A Prayer Answered

“My revered father had been praying hourly to” Lord
Nataraja for the development and success of the Annamlai
University and for the growth of Tamil Isai. 1 realised the
greatest joy, pleasure, happiness and peace in fulfilling my
father’s ideals.

I may say that the Annamalai University with its unique
tradition of service to the people fostered by scholars engaged in
teaching and research is the most enduring monument to my
revered father.”

- Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar
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Ananda Natarajan
Our Star Sprinter

Internationally known athletics cham-
pion, R. Ananda Natarajan, III year
B.Pharm. Annamalai University, was
spotted early in 1987, and coached ably by
Dr. K. Vaithianathan of the Depart-
ment of Physical Education and Sports
Sciences. He was also heartily encouraged
by all in the Institute of Pharmaceutical
Technology where he studies.

Ananda Natarajan first represented the
University at the All India Inter Uni-
versity Athletics Meet, held in Calicut, in
December ‘88. He not only won first places
in the 100 Mts dash and 400 Mts relay
events, but also emerged as a record-setter
in the 200 Mts dash, by clocking 21.6 secs.
The previous record set was by Baby
Thomas, in 1967, with a time of 21.7 secs.
Ananda Natarajan also gained the indi-
vidual championship.

In February '89, Ananda Natarajan
represented his country at the “Iran
International Meet,” in Teheran, where he
won the Silver Medal in the 200 Mts Dash.
A month later, representing Tamil Nadu,
he participated in the All India Inter State
Athletics Meet in Guntur, A.P., and won
the Silver Medal.

At the Masters’ Meet held in Trivan-
drum, in September ’89, Ananda Nata-
rajan secured the Gold Medal in both the
100 Mts and 200 Mts events. This enabled
him to participate in the Jawaharlal
Nehru Centenary International Invitation
Meet in New Delhi, in September ’89, and
alsolaterin Calcutta, in the same competi-
tion. As an international engagement, it
saw 21 countries participating, and world-

class athletes like Carl Lewis, Donney
Campbell, Greg Foster, Said Aquita,
Evelyn Ashford, and Sandra Patrick were
the runners. Still, he secured the fourth
and fifth positions in the 100 Mts, and 200
Mts., respectively. In the 400 Mts relay, he
won the Silver Medal.

Then, Ananda Natarajan represented
India in the IV South Asian Federation
Games in Islamabad where he won the 100
Mts race, creating a new record of 10.68
secs, while the previous, record set by
Shah Alam of Bangala Desh was 10.79
secs. Thus he established himself as “the
fastest man” in South Asia. The Press, the
T.V. and the sports magazines not only
gave him a wide coverage, but also made
him a celebrity athlete from Annamalai.
At Islamabad he missed the Gold by a
whisker — 200th of a second really — in
the 200 Mts race, and had to be satisfied
with the Silver Medal. Later, the Indian
Contingent, with Ananda Natarajan in
the Anchor Leg, won the 400 Mts relay,
creating a new SAF record and a National
Mark, after an interval of 12 years, with a
time of 40.14 secs.

Ananda Natarajan also represented
India in the VIII Asian Track and Field
Meet in Delhi, in November '89. He clocked
10.66 secs in the 100 Mts run and thus
bettered his earlier performances, and
stood ninth. In the 200 Mts run, he showed
his best 21.35 secs. in the heats and
secured the 7th position in the final. Later,
the Relay Team, which won the Gold
in the SAF games, was declared quali-
fied for the Commonwealth Games in
Newzealand.

His Alma Mater warmly greets Ananda
Natarajan at the beginning of his great
career, and wishes him crowning
successes in the days to come in the
international arena of competitions.



Reminiscences
G. Aiyaru

Rrd. Professor of Physical Education

My association with the Annamalai
University is in a sense, as old as the
University itself. I entered it as a
student of the Intermediate class in
1929, the year of its inception. I then,
became a member of the Staff and
finally, rose to be the Professor and
Director of the Physical Education
Department. I have made Annamalai-
nagar my home since my retirement. I
am really proud to recall my experiences
at the University.

In the first place, I am glad to state
that I was a contemporary of His
Excellency Thiru R. Venkataraman,
_ President of India, who also entered the
University in 1929 as a student of the
IV Honours class. He was elected
Chairman of the student Union. The
Union was very popular among the
students who loved to participate in its
activities.

Also, I recall the tremendous interest
and involvement which the Founder, Dr.
Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar showed
in the growth and development of the
University. The Rajah knew every nook
and corner of the campus so intimately
that one could find him emerging all of
a sudden from some part or other of the
campus as if from nowhere. He had a
penchant for quick decision and positive
action so much so that he could not
brook even the sight of a felled tree. He
entrusted to the Registrar the job of
getting things done without waiting for
sanction from the authorities. The

Rajah also took great care in choosing
the right persons for appointment as
Professors to the Faculties.

Of course, we had at that time only a
few faculties like English, Tamil, Music,
Sanskrit, History, Economics, Mathe-
matics, Physics and Chemistry. The
buildings also were very few. We had
only the Arts block and the Science
block and little else. The Oriental
building came up sometime later. As for
the hostels, we had just two blocks
namely East Block and West Block. The
daily mess rate averaged just 16 paise
and the room rent charged was just a
rupee.

I remember happily the time when His
Excellency Dr. P.C Alexander was my
colleague in the University. He took a
great deal of interest in sports activities
and, appropriately, he was a member of
the Games Advisory Committe. He also
participated in the University Union
activities and had acted in English
plays staged by the Staff Club.

As a sportsperson, I am even now
excited to recall how the Boat Club
came into existence. Thanks to the
Founder’s interest, the Boat Club started
functioning from 1940 and the Boating
Canal was dug up in an incredibly short
time of three months. Not only that, the
Rajah made it a point to go round the
Boating Canal almost everytime he
visited the campus.
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Chancellors of the University

Jan. to June 1929

July to Dec. 1929

Jan. 1930 to April 1934
May to August 1934
Sept. 1934 to May 1936
June 1936

July 1936 to 1939

1939 to 1946

1946 to March, 1948

March 1948 to April 1952

April 1952 to Dec. 1956
Dec. 1956 to Sept. 1957
Oct. 1957 to Jan. 1958

Jan. 1958 to May 1964

May 1964 to 1965

1965 to June 1966

June 1966 to June 1971
July 1971 to May 1976
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. The Rt. Hon. Viscount Goschen of

Hawkhurst

. The Hon. Sir Norman Edward

Marjoribanks

. The Rt. Hon. Sir George Fredrick Stanley
. The Hon. Sir Muhammad Usman

. His Excellency Lord Erskine

. The Hon. Sir K.V. Reddy Naidu

. His Excellency Lord Erskine

. His Excellency Sir Arthur Oswald James

Hope

. His Excellency General Sir Archibald

Edward Nye

. His Highness Maharaja Shri Sir

Krishna Kumar Singhji Bhavsinghji,
The Maharaja of Bhavnagar

. His Excellency Shri Sri Prakasa

. His Excellency Thiru A.J. John

. His Excellency Dr. P.V. Rajamannar

. His Excellency Shri Bishnuram Medhi

. His Highness Maharajah Thiru

Jayachamaraja Wadiar Bahadhur

.. His Excellency Thiru P. Chandra Reddy,

(Ag.) Chancellor

. His Excellency Thiru Sardar Ujjal Singh

. His Excellency Thiru K.K. Shah



June 1976 to April 1977

May 1977 to Oct. 1980

Oct. 1980 to Sept. 1982
Sept. 1982 to Dec. 1987

From Jan. 1988

. His Excellency Thiru Mohanlal
Sukhadia

. His Excellency Thiru Prabhudas
Patwari

. His Excellency Thiru Sadig Ali
. His Excellency Thiru S.L. Khurana

. His Excellency Dr. P.C. Alexander

Founder Pro-Chancellors

1929 to June 1948

June 1948 to May 1984

From June 1984

. Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad,

Kt., LL.D,, D.Litt.

. Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar of Chettinad

Kt., B.A,, D.Litt.

. Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy, B.A, D.Litt.

>
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Vice-Chancellors

Jan. to April 1929

April 1929 to April 1931
Sept. 1931 to April 1935
June 1935 to Dec. 1936
March, 1937 to Dec. 1938
February 1939

May 1939 to May 1940

June 1940 to Aug. 1942

Oct. 1942 to June 1948

Nov. 1948 to Nou. 1951
Nov. 1951 to Sep. 1952

Nov. 1952 to Feb. 1955

May 1955 to Aug. 1958
Nov. 1958 to April 1961
May 1961 to Oct. 1962

Nov. 1962 to Mar. 1966
Nov. 1966 to Sep. 1968

Aug. 1969 to Aug. 1975
Sept. 1975

Jan. 1976 to Mar. 1977

May 1977 to Aug. 1977
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. The Rt. Hon. V.S. Srinivasa Sastri
.. Sir Dewan Bahadur S.E. Runganadhan
. Sir Dewan Bahadur S.E. Runganadhan
. The Rt. Hon. V.S. Srinivasa Sastri
. The Rt. Hon. V.S. Srinivasa Sastri
. The Rt. Hon. V.S. Srinivasa Sastri
. The Rt. Hon. V.S. Srinivasa Sastri

. Rao Bahadur Dr. Sir Kurma Venkata

Reddi Nayudu

. Prof. M. Ruthnaswamy

. Dr. S.G Manavala Ramanujam

. Dr. R.K. Shanmukham Chetty

. Dr. C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar

. Thiru T.M. Narayanaswamy Pillai
. Thiru T.M. Narayanaswamy Pillai
. ‘Colonel V. Subrahmanyam

. Dr. C.P. Ramaswamy Aiyar

. Justice P. Chandra Reddi

. Dr.S.P. Adinarayan

. Dr.S. Chandrasekhar

. Dr. S. Chandrasekhar

... Dr.S. Chandrasekhar



Oct. 1977 to Sept. 1978
Sept. 1978 to Sept. 1980
Nowv. 1980 to Dec. 1980

Dec. 1980 to Aug. 1983
Sept. 1983 to Dec. 1986

From 1987

. Dr. S. Chandrasekhar
. Justice B.S. Somasundaram
. Justice B.S. Somasundaram

. Prof. S.V. Chittibabu
. Prof. S.V. Chittibabu

.. Prof. Rm. Sethunarayanan
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Acting Vice-Chancellors

May to Aug. 1931

May to June 1935

Dec. 1936 to Feb. 1937
Jan. 1939

March to April 1939
Sep. and Oct. 1942
July to Nov. 1948
Sept. & Oct. 1952

Mar. & April 1955
Aug. 1958 to Nov. 1958

Oct. 1952 to Nov. 1962

March 1966 to Nov. 1966 -

Oct. 1968 to Aug. 1969
Sept. 1970 to March 1971
Aug. 1975 to Sept. 1975
Sept. 1975 to Dec. 1975
March 1977 to May 1977
Aug. 1977 to Oct. 1977
Aug. 1978 to Sept. 1978
Sept. 1980 to Nov. 1980
Jﬂne 1982 to July 1982
Aug. 1983 to Sept. 1983
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. Thiru K.M. Khadye Esq

. Thiru S.N. Chakravarthi
.. Thiru TR. Venkatarama Sastri

. Thiru TR. Venkatarama Sastri

. Thiru B.V. Narayanaswamy Naidu
. Thiru R. Ramanujachari

. Dr. A. Chidambaranatha Chettiar

. Thiru A. Ramanatham Pillai

. Dr.P.V. Cherian

. Thiru M.P. Damodaran

. Dr.P.V. Cherian

. Dr. S.P. Adinarayan

. Dr.S.P. Adinarayan

. Thiru V.T. Titus

. Dr. V. Baliah

. Dr. V. Baliah

. Prof. L.P.Kr. Ramanathan Chettiar
. Prof. L.P.Kr. Ramanathan Chettiar
. Prof. L.P.Kr. Ramanathan Chettiar
. Thiru S.R. Kaiwar

. Prof. L.P.Kr. Ramanathan Chettiar

. Prof. L.P.Kr. Ramanathan Chettiar



June 1984 to July 1984
August 1985

June 1986

August 1986

Dec. 1986 to Jan. 1987
July 1987

November 1987
February 1988

Jan. 20 to Feb. 10 1989

. Prof. L.P.Kr. Ramanathan Chettiar
"... Prof. Rm. Sethunarayanan
. Prof. L.P.Kr. Ramanathan Chettiar
. Prof. L.P.Kr. Ramanathan Chettiar
. Dr. T.C. Mohan
. Dr. T.C. Mohan
. Dr. T.C. Mohan
. Dr. T.C. Mohan

. Dr. T.C. Mohan

167



List of Distinguished Persons who Delivered The Convocation
Addresses Since the Founding of the University

1931 ... Sir S.E. Runganadhan

1932 ... Mr. R. Littlehailes

1933 ... Sir T. Desikachari

1934 ... Thiru R.V. Krishna Aiyar

1935 ... Sir Mirza Ismail

1936 ... Sir Phiroze C. Sethna

1937 ... The Rt. Hon. V.S. Srinivasa Sastri

1938 ... Thiru K. Natarajan .

1939 ... Mr. H.C. Papworth

1940 ... Sir Lionel Leach

1941 ... Sir Muhammed Usman

1942 ... H.H. Shri Padmanabha Dasa Vanchi Pala Sir Balarama
Varma, The Maharaja of Travancore.

1943 ... Sir R.K. Shanmukham Chetty

1944 ... Janab P. Kalifulla Saheb

1945 ... Sir Norman Strathie

1946 ... Thiru T.S. Avinashilingam Chettiar

1947 ... Thiru O.P. Ramaswami Reddiar

1948 ... Hon. Justice Thiru P.V. Rajamannar
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1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
i955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960

1961

1962

1963

1964

1965

1967

1967
1969

1970

.. Thiru P.S. Kumaraswami Raja

. Thiru K. Madhava Menon

. Thiru S. Gopala Reddi

. His Excellency Thiru Sri Prakasa
. Dr. Sir C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar

. Dr. Sir A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar
. Hon. Thirn C. Subramaniam

. Thiru T.M. Narayanaswami Pillai
. Dr. C.D. Deshmukh

. Prof. M.S. Thacker

. Prof. Humayun Kabir

. Dr. P. Subbaroyan

. His Excellency Mr. John Kenneth Galbraith Ambassador,

United States.

. His Excellency Thiru Bisnuram Medhi, Chancellor
. Hon. Thiru M. Bakthavatsalam, Chief Minister of Madras.

. H.H. Maharajah Thiru Jayachamaraja, Wadiar Bahadur,

Chancellor.

. Dr. C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar, Vice-Chancellor

. Hon. Justice Thiru Hidayatullah,

Judge Supreme Court of India.

. Hon. Thiru C.N. Annadurai, Chief Minister of Madras.
. His Excellency Dr. C. Pavate, Governor of Punjab.

. Dr. S. Chandrasekhar,

Union Minister of Health and Family Planning.
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1971 ... Hon. Dr. Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi,
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu.

1973 ... His Excellency Thiru K K. Shah, Chancellor.
1974 +.. Dr.Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar of Chettinad,
Pro-Chancellor
1975 ... Dr.S.P. Adinarayan, Vice-Chancellor.
1976 . Hon. Thiru Y.B. Chavan, Union Minister of External Affairs.
1976 ... Hon. Thiru K. Brahmananda Reddy, Union Home Minister.
1978 ... Acharya J.B. Kripalani
1978 .. Hon. Chief Justice Thiru Sankar Prasad Mitra, (West Bengal)
1979 .. Hon. Justice Thiru J.M. Shelat (Retd.) Supreme Court.
1982 . Dr. Tmt. Madhuri R. Shah, Chairman, U.G.C. |
1983 ... His Excellency Thiru S.L. Khurana, Chancellor.
1984 ... Dr.S.Z. Qasim, Secretary, Government of India.
1985 ... Shir K.C. Pant, Hon. Minister for Education,
Government of India.
1986 ... Prof. S.V. Chittibabu, Vice-Chancellor,
Annamalai University.
1986 ... Hon. Justice, P.N. Bhagwati,
Chief Justice of India, New Delhi.
1987 ... Shri G.L. Tandon, Chairman, Coal India Ltd., Calcutta.
1988 ... Prof. K. Satchidanandamurthy, Vice-Chairman,

University Grants Commission, New Delhi.

1989 ... Hon. Prof. K. Anbazhagan, Minister for Education,
Government of Tamilnadu, Madras.
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List of Distinguished Persons who Delivered the
- Founder's Commemoration Day Addresses

1930 ... Thiru K.V, Krishnaswami Aiyar

1931 ... Sir M. Visveswarayya

1932 ... Thiru S. Satyamurthi

1933 ... Dewan Bahadur S. Kumaraswami Reddiyar
1934 ... Mr. R. Littlehailes

1935 ... Captain Abdul Hamid Sahib Bahadur

1936 ... Thiru T.R. Venkatarama Sastri

1937 ... Thiru N.S. Subba Rao

1938 ... Sir M. Venkatasubba Rao

1939 ... Thiru T.T. Krishnamachari

1940 ... Sir R.K. Shanmukham Chetty

1941 ... Thiru M. Ruthnaswami

1942 ... Dr. Sir A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar

1943 ... danab Basheer Ahamed Sayeed Sahib Bahadur
1944 ... Dewan Bahadur C.S. Ratnasabhapathi Mudaliar
1945 ... Dewan Bahadur T.M. Naryanaswami Pillai
1946 ... Thiru M.A. Master

1947 ... Thiru T. Sundara Rao Naidu

1948 ... Hon. Thiru J. Sivashanmugam Pillai

1949 ... Thiru S. Ramaswami Naidu



1950

1951

1952

1953

1954

1955

1956

1957

1958

1959

1960

1961

1962

1963

1964

1965

1966

1967

1969

1970

1972
1973

1973
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. Yogi Suddhananda Bharathiar

. Hon. Thiru M. Bakthavatsalam

. Dr. P. Subbaroyan

. Hon. Thiru Justice P. Govinda Menon

. Hon. Thiru Justice E.E. Mack

. Hon. Thiru Justice K. Ramaswami Gounder
. Hon. Thiru Justice P. Rajagopalan

. Hoa. Thiru M. Manickavelu, B.A., B.L.

. Hon. Justice Thiru Ganapatia Pillai

. Hon. Thiru R. Venkataraman, M.A,, B.L.

. Thiru Karumuttu Thiagarajan

. Hon. Justice Thiru K. Veeraswami

. Hon. Justice Thiru P.S. Kailasam

. Hoﬁ. Chief Justice Thiru S. Ramachandra Aiyar
.. Dr C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar

. Hon. Justice Thiru P. Chandra Reddy

. Hon. Justice Thiru M. Ananthanarayanan

. Hon. Thiru V.R. Nedunchezhian

. Dr.S.P. Adinarayan

. Diwan Bahadur N. Ramaswami Aiyar

. Hon. Justice Thiru S. Maharajan

. Thiru K. Diraviam, Secretary to Government of Tamil Nadu.

. Dr. (Tmt.) Radha Thiyagarajan Chettiar



1975 ... Hon. Justice Thiru M.M. Ismail

1976 ... Thiru K. Nagaraja Aiyar, Advocate.

1978 ... Hon. Thiru C. Aranganayagam, Minister of Education.
1978 ... Hon. Justice Thiru P.R. Gokulakrishnan

1979 ... Hon. Thiru S.D. Somasundaram

1982 ... Hon. Chief Justice Thiru K.B.N. Singh

1984 ... Thiru K. Chockalingam, I.A.S.,

Chief Secretary to Government of Tamilnadu

1985 ... Mrs. Maragatham Chandrasekar,
Union Minister for Social and Women’s Welfare.

1985 ... Justice Thiru M.N. Chandurkar,
The Hon. Chief Justice of the High Court of Madras

1987 ... Justice Thiru E.S. Venkataramiah, Judge, Supreme Court
1988 ... Hon. Thiru Justice S. Mohan, Judge, High Court of Madras.
1989 ... Hon. Thiru P. Chidambaram, Minister of State

for Personnel and Home Affairs, Government of India.
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List of Distinguished Persons on whom the Honorary Degree
of Doctor of Letters has been Conferred

.
1942 ... Sir Arthur Hope, Governor of Madras and Chancellor
Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad,
Founder Pro-Chancellor
H.H. Thiru Padmanabha Dasa Vanchi Pala Sir
Balarama Varma, The Maharaja of Travancore
H.H. Sethu Parvati Bayi, The Maharani of Travancore

1943 ... Dr. Rm. Alagappa Chettiar
1948 ... R.K. Shanmukham Chetty
1955 ... Dr. S. Radhakrishnan

H.H. Sir Jaya Chamaraja Wadiyar Bahadur,

The Rajaparamukh of Mysore

Dr. Rajah Sir M.A. Muthiah Chettiar of Chettinad,
Founder Pro-Chancellor

Dr. Sir C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar

Sir S.E. Runganadhan

Dr. A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar

Prof-S. Somasundara Bharathiar

1957 ... Dr. P.V. Rajamannar
Dr. C.D. Deshmukh
1958 ... Prof. M.S. Thacker
1959 ... Prof. Humayun Kabir
1960 ... Dr. P. Subbaroyan
1961 ... His Excellency John Kenneth Galbraith,

Ambassador of United States in India.

1968 .. His Excellency Dr. Zakhir Hussain,
President of Indian Union.

Hon. Thiru C.N. Annadurai, Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu.
1971 ... Hon. Kalaignar M.Karunanidhi, Chief Minister of Tamilnadu
1979 ... Acharya J.B. Kripalani.

Hon. Thiru M.P. Sivagnanam, Chairman,
Tamil Nadu Legislative Council.
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1986

Dr. V.Sp. Manickam, Vice:Chancellor,

Madurai Kamaraj University.

Thiru M.A.M. Ramaswamy, President,

Indian Hockey Federation.

Thiru V. Vaidyasubramaniya Aiyar,

President, Mylapore Academy.

Dr. T.P. Meenakshisundaram, Former Vice-Chancellor,
Madurai Kamaraj University.

Dr. T.M.P. Mahadevan, Former Professor of Philosophy,
University of Madras.

Dr. 8.G. Manavalaramanujam, Former Vice-Chancellor,
Annamalai University.

Dr. S.P. Adinarayan, Former Vice-Chancellor,
Annamalai University.

Thiru Madurai S. Somasundaram,

Head of the Department of Music, Annamalai University.
Hon. Justice Thiru V.R. Krishna Aiyar of Supreme Court.
Hon. Justice Thiru M.M. Ismail, Chief Justice of
Madras High Court.

Hon. Justice Thiru S. Maharajan, Former Judge of
Madras High Court.

Hon. Justice Thiru B.S. Somasundaram, (Retd.)
Vice-Chancellor, Annamalai University.

Prof. G.R. Damodaran, Vice-Chancellor,

University of Madras.

. Dr. C. Subramaniam (Eminent Statesman)

Thirumuruga Kirupananda Variar Swamigal

(Eminent Exponent of Devotional Literature and Hindu
Culture and Philosophy)

Dr. N.A. Palkhivala (Eminent Jurist)

Thiru Sunil Manohar Gavaskar (Eminent Cricketer)
Thiru V.C. Sivaji Ganesan (Eminent Stage & Cine Actor)
Thiru Chitr_a S. Narayanaswamy (Eminent Industrialist)
Thiru T.V. Ramanujam (Eminent Promoter of Art and
Culture particularly Tamil Classical Music)

Prof. S.V. Chittibabu (Eminent Educationist).
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Members of the Syndicate
(Ason 1-12-1989)

Class I - Ex-Officio Members

Vice-Chancellor

1. Prof. Rm. Sethunarayanan,
Vice-Chancellor,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002.

Director of Collegiate Education

2. Dr. P.S. Subramanian,
Director of Collegiate Education,
Madras - 600 006.

Deans of Faculties

3. Dr. V. Gomathinayagam,
Dean, Faculty of Arts,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002.

4. Dr. V. Shanmugasundaram,
Dean, Faculty of Science,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002.

5. Dr. AR. Alagappan,
Dean, Faculty of Indian Languages,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002.

6. Dr. AN. Andiappan,
Dean, Faculty of Engineering &
Technology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002.

176

7.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Dr. K. Kumarasami Pillai,
Dean, Faculty of Education
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002.

. Prof. S.V. Parathasarathy,

Dean, Faculty of Fine Arts,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002.

. Dr. N. Narayana Prasad,

Dean, Faculty of Agriculture
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002.

Dr. B. Srinivasan,

Dean, Faculty of Dentistry,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002.

Dr. S. Subramanian,
Dean, Faculty of Medicine,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002.

Class II - Other Members
Three Members elected by the Senate

Thiru K. Ganapathy,
12, Kanakasabainagar,
Chidambaram - 608 001.

Dr. M. Natarajan,
Orthopaedic Surgeon,
24, Lakshmi Street,
Madras - 600 010.



14. Thiru Ramanathan Palaniappan,
Engineering Consultant,
‘Bhuvaneswari’

Plot No.3362, AX 11th Main Road,

Annanagar, Madras - 600 040.

One Member Elected by the
Academic Council

15. Dr. P.V. Vaidyanathan,

Professor & Head of the Department
of Production Engineering,

Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002.

Two Members Nominated by the

Chancellor

16. Dr. T. Balakrishnan,

Professor & Head of the Department
of Physical Chemistry,

University of Madras,
A.C. College Campus,
Madras - 600 025.

17.

18.

19.

Thiru V. Karthikeyan,
Retired Chief Secretary,
419, Kilpauk Garden Road,
Madras - 600 010.

Two Members Nominated by the
Pro-Chancellor

Dr. R.S. Rajagopalan,

(Retd. Superintendent,
Government Royapettah Hospital),
‘Suhrudaya’, 10, 6th Cross Street,
C.IT. Colony,

Madras - 600 004.

Thiru L. Sabaretnam,

(Executive Director, M/s. Chettinad
Cement Corporation Limited),

74, Appar Street,

Kalakshetra Colony,

Arundale Nagar,

Madras - 600 041.
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Members of the Senate
(Ason 1-12-1989)

Class I Ex-Officio Members

Chancellor

1. His Excellency Dr. P.C. Alexander,

Raj Bhavan,
Guindy,
Madras - 600 022

Pro-Chancellor

2. Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy,
(Founder Pro-Chancellor,
Annamalai University)
“Chettinad House”,
Rajah Annamalaipuram,
Madras - 600 028

Vice-Chancellor

3. Prof. Rm. Sethunarayanan,
Vice-Chancellor,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Director of Collegiate Education

4. Dr. P.S. Subramanian,
Director of Collegiate Education,
Madras - 600 006

Chairman of the Chidambaram
Municipal Council

5. Thiru C.P. Kannaiyan,
Chairman i/c.
Chidambaram Municipal Counecil,
Chidambaram Municipality,
Chidambaram - 608 001
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10.

11.

Heads of Departments of Studies

. Dr. M.S. Govindasamy,

Head of the Department of History,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

. Dr. S. Bhaskaran,

Head of the Department of Political
Science

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

. Dr. A.V'. Rangachari,

Head of the Department of
Economics,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

. Dr. S. Thayumanavan,

Head of the Department of English,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. R. Gopalakrishnan,

Head of the Department of
Commerce,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K. Murugaiyan,

Professor & Director in-charge,
CAS in Linguistics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Dr. V. Gomathinayagam,

Head of the Department of
Sociology,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru V. Durairajan,

Head of the Department of Library &
Information Science,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K. Karuppiah,

Reader & Head of the Department of
Business Administration,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. L.B. Venkatarangan,
Professor-cum-Director of
Population Studies,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. R. Balakrishnan,

Head of the Department of
Mathematics,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. M. Rajagopalan,

Head of the Department of
Statistics,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. V. Shanmugasundaram,

Head of the Department of Physics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. M. Uma,

Head of the Department of
Chemistry,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

21.

28.

Dr. T. Govindarajalu,

Head of the Department of Botany,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. PR. Karpagaganapathy,

Head of the Department of Zoology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Ayyakkanna,

Professor & Director,
CAS in Marine Biology,
Annamalai University,
Parangipettai - 608 502

Thiru M.S. Sitaraman,

Head of the Department of Geology
in-charge,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. AR. Alagappan,

Head of the Department of Tamil
Studies & Research,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. Ahmed Hussain,

Reader & Head of the Department
of Hindi,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru S. Srinivasa Sarma,

Reader & Head of the Department
of Sanskrit,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Prof. S.V. Parthasarathy,

Head of the Department of Music,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. M.P. Chockalingam,

Head of the Department of Civil
Engineering, )
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002
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29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

180

Dr. S. Chockalingam,

Head of the Department of
Structural Engineering,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Prof. M. Ramalingam,

Head of the Department of
Mechanical Engineering,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. P.V. Vaidyanathan,

Head of the Department of
Production Engineering,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K.R. Nayar,

Head of the Department of
Electrical Engineering,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. M.C. Vaithilingam,

Head of the Department of
Instrumentation Engineering,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K. Nagappan,

Head of the Department of
Computer Science & Engineering,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. AN. Andiappan,

Head of the Department of
Technology,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. R. Manavalan,

Head of the Department of
Pharmacy,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

Dr. K. Kumaraswami Pillai,

Head of the Department of
Education,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. A. Sivasubramania Pillai,

Head of the Department of
Philosophy,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. B. Viswanathan,

Head of the Department of
Psychology,

Annamalai University;,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S. Srivatsan,

Head of the Department of Physical
Education & Sports Sciences,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K.S.S. Easwaran,

Head of the Department of
Agricultural Botany,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru Rm. Alagappan,

Reader in-charge of the Department
of Agronomy,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. N. Narayana Prasad,

Head of the Department of
Microbiology,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru S. Kaliyaperumal,

Reader the Department of
Agricultural Chemistry,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002



45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

Dr. Rm. Nachiappan,
Reader in charge of the

Department of Entomology
Annamalai University
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. R. Ramabadran,

Head of the Department of Plant
Pathology,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. B. Srinivasan
Head of the Department of
Dentistry,

-Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S. Subramanian,

Head of the Department of Medical
Education,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. T.C. Mohan,

Director

Directorate of Distance Education,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Vice-Chancellors of Madras & Andhra

Universities

50. Dr. A. Gnanam,

Vice-Chancellor,
University of Madras,
Madras - 600 005

51. Prof. K.V. Ramana,

Vice-Chancellor,
Andhra University,
Waltair, Andhra Pradesh.

Collector of South Arcot

52. Thiru Deebendranath Sarangi,

Collector of South Arcot,
Cuddalore N.T.

53.

Advocate General, Madras

Thiru K. Alagirisamy,
Advocate General,
High Court,

Madras - 600 001

Members of the Syndicate who are not

54.

56.

57.

otherwise members of the Senate

Dr. R.S. Rajagopalan,

(Retired Superintendent,
Government Royapettah Hospital),

“SUHRUDAYA”

10, 6th Cross Street, C.I.T. Colony,

Madras - 600 004

. Thiru. L. Sabaretnam,

Executive Director,

Chettinad Cement Corporation Ltd.,
74, Appar Street,

Kalakshetra Colony,

Arundale Nagar,

Madras - 600 041

Dr. T. Balakrishnan,

Professor and Head of the
Department of Physical Chemistry,

University of Madras,

A.C. College Campus,

Guindy, Madras - 600 025

Thiru. V. Karthikeyan,
Retired Chief Secretary,
419, Kilpauk Garden Road,
Madras - 600 010.

Life Members (Donors of not less than

Rs. 25,00)

58. Thiru. L. Kannappan,

Veekeyen Structurals,

Post Box No. 5, Thuvakudy,
R.E.C. Post,

Trichy - 620 015
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59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

Dr. R. Muthukumaran,
“Mayura Clinic”
Muruga Pillai Street,
Chidambaram - 608 001

Thiru. E. Swamikannu,
2, Govindaraja Perumal Street,
Villupuram - 605 602

Thiru. A. Nadarajan,
Managing Director,
Arcot Mills Limited,
Post Box No. 12

6-B. Goodshed Street,
Madurai - 625 001

Class II/ — (Amended) — Other
Members Twelve Members
Elected by the Registered
Graduates of the University

Thiru. AL. Chidambaram,
Lecturer in Geology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002.

Thiru. S. Muthukumaraswamy,
Assistant Director of Agricutlure,
Seed Centre,

18, Pudupalayam Main Road,
Cuddalore - 607 001.

Thiru. V.C. Shanmugam,
Professor of Chemistry,
Periyar Arts College,
Cuddalore - 607 001.

Thiru A. Murugesan,
341, Mariappanagar,
Annamalainagar - 608 002.

Prof. K. Balakrishnan, )

Professor of Tamil, Sir Theagaraya
College,

1, Kappal Bolu Chetty Street,

Washermenpet,

Madras - 600 021.
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67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

-]

4.

Thiru. C. Radhakrishnan,

Professor of Zoology, Periyar Arts
ey College,
9-a, Ramadoss Naidu Street,
Pudupalayam, Cuddalore N.T.

Thiru. T. Rajavannian,
Lecturer in Tamil, D.D.E:
Annamalai University,

52, Old Pandit’s Quarters,
Annamalainagar - 608 0602.

Thiru. G. Charatchandran,
Sri Shanmugam Bus Service,
Vaitheeswarankoil - 609 117.

Thiru. T. Chéndrasekaran,
152, Bazaar Street,
Chidambaram - 608:002.

Thiru. K. Dakshinamurthi,
Lecturer in Economics,
Annamalai University,

10, Vagheesa Nagar,
Chidambaram - 608 001.

Hon’ble Dr. K. Deivasigamani,
Minister for Public Health,
Government of Tamilnadu,

Fort St. George, Madras - 600 009.

Four Members Elected by the
Academic Council

Major M. Kunchithapatham,
Reader in Mechanical Engineering,
(O.D. as Dy. Controller

of Examinations), _.

Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002.

Dr. Rm. Nachiappan, .
Reader in Entomology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002



75. Dr. A. Subramanian,
Professor of Marine Biology,
Annamalai University,
Parangipettai - 608 502

76. Dr. T. Govindarajalu,
Reader in Botany,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Three Members Elected by the
Tamilnadu Legislative Assembly

77. Dr. Durai. Krishnamoorthy,
3, Theradikadai Street,
Chidambaram - 608 001

78. Thiru. E. Pugazhendi,
8-A, Guruvappan Street,
Pudupalayam,
Cuddalore - 1.

79. Thiru. Kumari Ananthan,
2, Goshan Block,
Government Estate,
Anna Salai,

Madras - 600 002

Eight Members nominated by
the Chancellor

80. Thiru. M.P. Narayanan,
Chairman, Coal India Ltd.,
10, Netaji Subash Road,
Calcutta - 700 001

81. Prof. Dr. N. Balusamy,
“Thayakam”
No.16, Jawahar Road,
Gandhi Nagar,
Madurai - 625 020

82. Dr. B.P. Rajan,
Principal,
Madras Dental College,
Madras.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

Tmt. Y.G. Parthasarathy,

Senior Principal & Secretary,
Padma Seshadri Bala:Bhavan
Senior Secondary School,

7, Lake I Main Road,
Nungambakkam, Madras - 600 034

Dr. P. Vallalperuman,
K. Alampadi & Post,
Chidambaram Taluk,
South Arcot District.

Thiru. V. Vaidyanathan,
“Navasuja”

No.1, Venkatakrishna Iyer Road,
Rajah Annamalaipuram,
Madras - 600 028

Dr. D. Jegannatha Reddy,
Director,

Vijaya Hospital,
Kodambakkam,

Madras - 600 024

Thiru. K.R. Ganapathy,
Pudupettai Pillaiyar Koil Street,
Chidambaram - 608 001

Four Members nominated
by the Founder

Dr. M. Natarajan,
Orthopaedic Surgeon,
24, Lakshmi Street,
Madras - 600 010

Dr. C. Balasubramanian,
Professor of Tamil,

127, Jayammal Street,
Ayyavu Naidu Colony,
Madras - 600 029

Thiru. K. Ganapathy,
12, Kanagasabai Nagar,
Chidambaram - 608 001
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91. Thiru. Ramanathan Palaniappan,
Engineering Consultant,
“Bhuvaneswari”

Plot No0.3362, AX 11th Main Road,
Anna Nagar, Madras - 600 040

One Member elected by the
Nandanar Kalvi Kazhagam

92. Thiru. K.S. Manickam,
Kuppan Kuzhi,
Rajendrasozhagan Post,
Kattumannarkoil T.K. - 608 301

One member elected by the
Mohammadan Education Association of
Southern India

93. Dr. Alhaj Syed Khaleefathullah
Sahib,
49, Bharathi Salai,
Triplicane,
Madras - 600 005

One member elected by the
Madurai Tamil Sangam

94. Thiru. M. Dhanukkodi Pandian,
220, North Masi Street,
Madurai - 625 001

One member elected by the Karanthai
Tamil Sangam, Thanjavur

95. Thiru. S. Ramanathan,
1983, Servaikaran Street,
Karuntatankudi Post,
Thanjavur - 613 002
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One member elected by the Southern
India Chamber of Commerce

96. Thiru. C.D. Damodaran,
242, Kilpauk Garden Road,
Madras - 600 010

One member Elected by the Madras
Chamber of Commerce

97. Thiru. S. Mahadevan,
Secretary,
Ennore Foundries Limited,
Ennore, Madras - 600 057

One member elected by the Teaching
Staff of the Sanskrit College,
Tiruvaiyaru and the Rameswaram
Sanskrit Patasala, Madurai.

98. Thiru. K. Venkataraman,
Assistant Professor of Tamil,
15, Arikkara Street,
Karanthai, Tanjore - 2

One member elected by the Municipal
Councillors of Chidambaram

99. Thiru. R. Azhagu Pandian,
Municipal Councillor,
Chidambaram Municipality,
21, Thuravadi Street,
Chidambaram - 608 001

One Member elected by the Municipal

Councillors of South Arcot District

other than Chidambaram

100. Thiru. K. Durairasu,

39, Kambar Street,
Vriddhachalam - 1



Members of the Academic Council
(Ason 1-12-1989)

. Prof. Rm. Sethunarayanan,
Vice-Chancellor,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

. Dr. P.S. Subramanian,
Director of Collegiate Education,
Madras - 600 006.

. Dr. S. Thayumanavan,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
English,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

. Dr. R. Dakshinamurthy,
Reader in English,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

. Dr. D. Palanivelu,

Reader in English,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

. Dr. C.N. Subramanian,
Reader in English,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

. Dr. S. Rajasekaran,
Reader in English,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

. Dr. F. Abdul Rahim,
Reader in English,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Dr. L. Jegannatha Raja,
Reader in English,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. M.S. Govindaswamy,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
History,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. A. Subbian,

Reader in History,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S. Bhaskaran,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Political Science,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. A. Shanmugam,
Reader in Political Science,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru T.V. Gopalakrishnan,
Reader in Political Science,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. A.V. Rangachari,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Economics,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Thiru S. Sivaprakasam,
Reader in Economics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. R. Elango,

Reader in Economics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru. G. Vinayagam,
Reader in Economics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K. Gopalakrishnan,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Commerce,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K.N. Ramanujam,
Reader in Commerce,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. B. Rajagopalan,
Reader in Commerce,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. V. Shanmugam,
Reader in Commerce,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. V. Gomathinayagam,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Sociology,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru M. Ramanathan,
Reader in Sociology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Dr. N. Kumaraswamy Raja,
Professor of Linguistics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. P.S. Subramanyam,
Professor of Linguistics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S.V. Shanmugam,
Professor of Linguistics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K. Murugaiyan,
Professor of Linguistics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. A. Kamatchinathan,
Professor of Linguistics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. G. Srinivasa Varma,
Reader in Linguistics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. (Tmt.) T.M. Kameswari,
Reader in Linguistics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K. Hari,

Reader in Linguistics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. Ramakrishna T. Shetty,
Reader in Linguistics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002



34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

Dr. K. Balasubramanian,
Reader in Linguistics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. T.E. Williams,

Reader in Linguistics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. N. Rajasekaran Nair,
Reader in Linguistics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. R. Balakrishnan,
Reader in Linguistics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. L.B. Venkatarangan,
Professor-cum-Director, Centre for
Population Studies,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K. Karuppiah,
Reader & Head of the Department
of :

Business Administration,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru V. Durairajan,
Librarian, & Head of the
Department of Library &
Information Science,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. R. Balakrishnan, )
Prof. & Head of the Department of
Mathematics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

Thiru D. Ramarathinam,
Reader in Mathematics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. N. Renganathan,
Reader in Mathematics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru R. Sivalingam,
Reader in Mathematics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. P. Paulraja,

Reader in Mathematics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. M. Rajagopalan,
Prof. & Head of the Department of
Statistics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru V. Ramachandran,
Reader in Statistics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. R Sathiamurthy,
Reader in Statistics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. V. Shanmugasundaram,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Physics,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K. Ramaswamy,
Professor of Physics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002
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51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.
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Dr. K. Balasubramanian,
Reader in Physics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S.B. Kalyanaraman,
Reader in Physics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru K. Rajamanickam,
Reader in Physics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. D. Shanmugasundaram,
Reader in Physics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. R. Narayanasamy
Reader in Physics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. (Miss.) M. Uma,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Chemistry,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. P. Ananthakrishna Nadar,
Professor of Physical Chemistry,
Department of Chemistry,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. C.N. Krishnan,
Professor of Chemistry,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K.R. Natarajan,
Professor of Bio-Chemistry,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

66.

67.

68.

Dr. K. Pandiarajan,
Reader in Chemistry,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. (Miss.) N. Bhavani,
Reader in Chemistry,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. A. Mangalamudaiyar,
Reader in Chemistry,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K. Gnanasekaran,
Reader in Chemistry,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

Dr. AN. Palaniappan,
Reader in Chemistry,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

. Dr. R.T. Sabapathy Mohan,

Reader in Chemistry,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

Dr. T. Govindarajalu,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Botany,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar 608 002

Dr. A.S. Lakshmanachari,
Reader in Botany,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

Dr. T. Muthukrishnan,
Reader in Botany,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002



69. Dr. K.P. Chellappan, 78.

Reader in Botany,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

70. Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, 79
Reader in Botany,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

71. Dr. D. Subramanian,
Reader in Botany,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

80.

72. Dr. PR. Karpagaganapathy,
Prof. & Head of the Department of
Zoology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

73. Dr. N. Ramalingam,

Reader in Zoology, 82.

Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

74. Thiru V. Subbiah, 83.

Reader in Zoology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

75 Dr.(Tmt.) S. Vijayalakshmi, 84
Reader in Zoology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

76. Dr. K. Veeraragavan,
Reader in Zoology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

77. Dr. K. Ayyakkannu, 86.
Professor & Director of Marine

Annamalai University, Biology,
Parangipettai - 608 502

81.

85.

Dr. K. Krishnamurthy,

Professor of Marine Biology,

Annamalai University,
Parangipettai - 608 502

. Dr. V.K. Venugopalan,
Professor of Marine Biology,

Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. A. Subramanian,

Professor of Marine Biology,

Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

Dr. K. Balasubramanian,

Professor of Marine Biology,

Annamalai University,
Parangipettai - 608 502

Dr. AL. Paul Pandian,

Professor of Marine Biology,

Annamalai University,
Parangipettai - 608 502

Dr. V. Ramaiyan,

Professor of Marine Biology,

Annamalai University,
Parangipettai - 608 502

. (Tmt.) M. Kalyani,

Reader in Marine Biology,
Annamalai University,
Parangipettai - 608 502

Dr. T. Kannupandi,
Reader in Marine Biology,
Annamalai University,
Parangipettai - 608 502

Dr. L. Kannan,

Reader in Marine Biology,
Annamalai University,
Parangipettai - 608 502
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87.

88.

89.

90.

9

—_

92.

93.

94.

95.
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Dr. T. Balasubramanian
Reader in Marine Biology,
Annamalai University,
Parangipettai - 608 502

Dr. Antony Fernando,
Reader in Marine Biology,
Annamalai University,
Parangipettai - 608 502

Dr. AN. Subramanian,
Reader in Marine Biology,
Annamalai University,
Parangipettai - 608 502

Thiru M.S. Sitaraman,
Reader in Geology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

. Thiru D. Arunachalam,

Reader in Geology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. AR. Alagappan,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Tamil Studies & Research,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S. Swami Ayya,
Reader in Tamil Studies and

Research,
Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. V. Palaniappan,

Reader in Tamil Studies and
Research,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. A. Ananthanatarajan,

Reader in Tamil Studies and
Research,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

97.

98.

99.

100.

101.

102.

103.

104.

. Dr. D. Pattabiraman,

Studies and
Research,

Reader in Tamil

Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 508 002

Dr. P. Thangaraju, .

Reader in Tamil = Studies and
. " Research,
Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. Ahamed Hussain, ‘

Reader & Head of the Department
of Hindi,

Annamalai University, v

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S. Khader Mohiddin,
Reader in Hindi,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S. Srinivasa Sarma,

Reader & Head of the Department
of Sanskrit,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. M.P. Chockalingam, )

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Civil Engineering,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Prof. K. Achuthan,

Professor of Civil Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru J. Kannan,

Reader in Civil Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru T.V. Srinivasan,
Reader in Civil Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002



105.

106.

107.

108.

109.

110.

111.

112.

Thiru V. Rangapatht,
Reader in Civil Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. M. Krishnasamy,
Reader in Civil Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S. Chockalingam,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Structural Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. V. Thiruvenkatachari,
Professor of Structural Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru R. Sitaraman,

Reader in Structural Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru S. Balakrishnan,

Reader in Structural Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru P. Babulal,

Reader in Structural Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. R. Srinivasa Raghavan,
Professor of Soil Mechanics &
Foundation Engineering,
Department of Structural
Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

113.

114.

115.

116.

117,

118.

119.

120.

121.

Prof. M. Ramalingam,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Mechanical Engineering,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608-002

Dr. G. Kamaraj

Professor of Mechanical
Engineering,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru S. Palaniappan,

Reader in Mechanical Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru AR. Ramanathan,

Reader in Mechanical Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru A. Ratnam,

Reader in Mechanical Engineering,
Annamalai University, -
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru S. Chinnathambi,

Reader in Mechanical Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. P.V. Vaidyanathan,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Production Engineering,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. R. Nagarajan,

Professor of Production
Engineering,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. M. Rathinasabapathi,
Professor-cum-Placement Officer,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002
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122.

123.

124.

125.

126.

127.

128.

129.

130.

192

Thiru W.D. Paul,

Reader in Production Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru N. Anantharaman,

Reader in Production Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru S. Pugazhendi,

Reader in Production Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K.R. Nayar,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Electrical Engineering,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Prof. K. Parthasarathy,

Professor of Electrical Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru S. Baladhandayutham,
Reader in Electrical Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru V. Srinivasan,

Reader in Electrical Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru V.C. Pazhani,

Reader in Electrical Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. M.C. Vaithilingam

Prof. & Head of the Department of

Electronics & Instrumentation
Engineering,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

131.

132.

133.

134.

135.

136.

137.

Thiru K.N. Natarajan,

Reader in Electrical Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru M. Natarajan

Reader in Instrumentation
Engineering,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. P.A. Jeyarajan,

Professor of Mathematics,

Faculty of Engineering &
Technology,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru P. Balakrishnan,

Reader in Mathematics,

Faculty of Engineering &
Technology,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru C. Jacob Thangaraj,

Reader in Mathematics,

Faculty of Engineering &
Technology,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S. Jegadeesan,

Professor of Physics,

Faculty of Engmeermg &
Technology,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S. Swetharanyam,

Reader in Physics,

Faculty of Engineering &
Technology,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002



138.

139.

140.

141.

142,

143.

44.

45,

46.

Dr. AN. Andiappan,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Technology,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. PL. Sabarathinam,
Professor of Technology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagur - 608 002

Thiru S. Rengarajan,
Professor of Technology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru N.M. Natarajan,
Reader in Technology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru RM. Bairavan,
Reader in Technology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru T. Karuppiah,
Reader in Technology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru K. Vaidyanathan,
Reader in Technology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. N. Sitaraman,

Reader in Technology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. (Mrs.) G. Mangalam,

Reader in Chemistry,

Faculty of Engineering &
Technology,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

147.

148.

149.

150.

151.

152.

153.

154.

Dr. M. Swaminathan,

Reader in Chemistry,

Faculty of Engineering &
Technology,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. R. Manavalan,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Pharmacy,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru N.S. Jegannathan,
Reader in Pharmacy,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru K. Kannan,

Reader in Pharmacy,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru G. Satyanarayana Prasad,
Reader in Pharmacy,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Prof. G. Ambalavanan,

Professor & Joint Director,
R.CEES.-MR.P.

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Major M. Kunchithapatham,
Reader in Mechanical Engineering
(0.D. as Deputy Controller of
Examinations)
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru A. Panchatcharam,

Reader in Mechanical Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002
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155.

156.

157.

158.

159.

160.

161.

162.

Dr. K. Nagappan,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Computer Science & Engineering,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru B. Palaniappan,

Systems Engineer,

Department of Computer Science &
Engineering,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru A.M. Sameeullah,
Reader-cum-Senior Programmer,
Department of Computer Science &
Engineering,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. A. Sivasubramania Pillai,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Philosophy,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. R. Gopalakrishnan,
Reader in Philosophy,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S. Rajendran,

Reader in Philosophy,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. B. Viswanathan,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Psychology,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K. Rajendran,

Reader in Psychology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

163.

164.

165.

166.

167.

168.

169.

170.

Dr. K. Kumaraswami Pillai,
Professor of Education,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. V.S. Bhooma,

Reader in Education,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. (Tmt.) M. Andal,
Reader in Education.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Prof. S. Srivatsan,
Prof. & Director of the Department
of Physical Education & Sports
Sciences,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Prof. S.V. Parthasarathy,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Music

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru K.P. Kittappa,
Professor of Bharatanatyam,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K.S.S. Easwaran,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Agricultural Botany,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. V. Sivasubramanian,

Professor of (Plant Breeding)
Agricultural Botany,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002



171

172,

173.

174.

175.

176.

177.

178.

179.

. Thiru J. Ganesan,
Reader in Agricultural Botany,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru RM. Alagappan,

Reader in-charge of the Department
of Agronomy

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru P. Panneerselvam,
Reader in Agronomy,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru E. Thiruvarasan,
Reader in Agronomy,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru S. Kaliyaperumal,

Reader in-charge of the Department
of Agricultural Chemistry,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru B. Raghupathy,

Reader in Agricultural Chemistry,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru R. Govindasamy,

Reader in Agricultural Chemistry,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. N. Narayana Prasad,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Microbiology,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. M. Deiveegasundaram,
Reader in Microbiology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

180.

181.

182.

183.

184.

185.

186.

187.

188.

Dr. P. Baskaran,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Entomology,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. RM. Nachiappan,

Reader in-charge of the Department
of Entomology,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. P. Narayanaswamy,
Reader in Entomology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. R. Ramabadran,

Prof. & Head of the Department of
Entomology,

Annamalai University

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K. Ramanujam,
Reader in Plant Pathology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru R. Narayanasamy,
Reader in Plant Pathology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru P. Kalyanasundaram, -
Reader in Horticulture,

. Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. L.R. Rajasekaran,
Reader in Horticulture,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. J. Vasanthakumar,

Reader in Agricultural Extension,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

195.



189.

190.

191.

192.

193.

194.

195.

196.

197.

196

Dr. P. Zeauddin,
Reader-cum-Deputy Director in
Agricultural Economics,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. B. Srinivasan,

Principal, Rajah Muthiah Dental
College & Hospital,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. E. Gopalakrishnan,
Professor of Periodontia, RMDCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. (Tmt.) Pamela Emmadi,
Professor of Pedodontia, RMDCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. B. Balaji Rao,

Professor of Oral Medicine, RMDCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. Farkathullah Baig,

Professor of Oral Surgery, RMDCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K. Vijayalakshmi,

Reader in Orthodontia, RMDCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. C.R. Ramachandran,

Reader in Oral Pathology, RMDCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. G.M. Basiruddin,

Reader in Operative Dentistry,
RMDCH

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

198.

199.

200.

201.

202.

203.

204.

205.

Dr. V. Ramesh,

Reader in Oral Pathology,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. (Tmt.) R. Mythily,
Reader in Dentistry, RMDCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S. Subramanian,

Professor & Principal,

Rajah Muthiah Medical College &
Hospital,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. A. Krishnamurthy,

Professor of Anatomy & Vice-
Principal, RMMCH

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. (Tmt.) Leela Krishnamurthy,
Reader in Anatomy, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S.C. Purushothaman,
Reader in Anatomy, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. P.R. Kangley,

Professor of Anaesthesiology,
RMMCH

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. B. Krishnamurthy,
Reader in Anaesthesiology,

RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002



206.

207.

208.

209.

210.

211.

212.

213.

214.

Dr. (Tmt.) Annie J. Mary,
Professor of Psychiatry, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. N.M. Muthayya,

Professor of Physiology, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. V. Anantharaman,
Professor of Physiology, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. P.C. Tripathi,

Reader in Physiology, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S. Sivakumar,

Reader in Physiology, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S. Ramakrishnan,
Professor of Bio-Chemistry,

RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. G. Rajagopalan,

Reader in Bio-Chemistry, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. (Tmt.) Radha Varadarajan,
Reader in Microbiology, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. N. Saradambal,

Professor of Pathology, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

216.

216.

217.

218.

219.

220.

221.

222,

Dr, Lanka Lakshmana Rao,
Professor of Pathology, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. (Tmt.) N. Geetha,
Reader in Pathology, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. P.S.R.K. Harnath,
Professor of Pharmacology,

RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. Das Gupta,

Professor of Forensic Medicine,
RMMCH

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. N. Ethirajan,

Professor in Community Medicine,
RMMCH

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. M. Raghavia,
Reader in Community Medicine,

} RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. C.R. Sundararajan,

Professor of Surgery & Medical
Superintendent, RMMCH

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. V. Bakthavatsalu,
Professor of Surgery, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002
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223.

224.

225.

226.

227.

228.

229.

230.

231.

Dr. L. Mohanam,

Professor of Surgery, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. C.S. Subramanian,
Reader in Surgery, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S.T. Sundararaj,

Professor of Orthopaedics, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. C.A. Krishnamurthy,
Professor of Medicine, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K. Sankaran,

Professor of Medicine, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. B. Suryanarayana,
Professor of Medicine, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. B. Subbiah,

Professor of Paediatrics, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K. Indra Bai,
Additional Professor of Paediatrics,

RMMCH

Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S. Ramesh,

Professor of Paediatrics, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

232.

233.

234.

235.

236.

231.

238.

" 239,

Dr. S. Sathiavakesan,
Professor of Ophthalmology,

RMMCH
Annamalai University, -
Annamalainagar - 608 002
Dr. R. Vasudevan,
Reader in Ophthalmology,

RMMCH

Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K. Vijayalakshmi,

Professor of Venereology/
Dernotology, RMMCH

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. G. Sakunthala,

Professor of Obstetrics &
Gynaecology, RMMCH

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. (Tmt.) Vijayalakshmi Ethiraj,
Reader in Nursing, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. T.C. Mohan,

Director,

Directorate of Distance Education,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. R. Ganapathy,
Professor of English, D.D.E.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru N. Veerappan,
Reader in English, D.D.E. .
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002



240.

241.

242.

243.

244,

245.

246.

247,

248.

Thiru T.V.A. Raghavan,
Reader in Psychology, D.D.E.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. K. Seshadri,

Reader in History, D.D.E.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru S. Thirunavukkarasu,
Reader in Tamil, D.D.E.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S. Govindarajan,
Reader in Tamil, D.D.E.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. PL. Muthuveerappan,
Reader in Tamil, D.D.E.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. P.V. Santhanam,
Reader in Sociology, D.D.E.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. B. Varadarajan,

Professor of Commerce, D.D.E.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S. Balakrishnan,
Reader in Commerce, D.D.E.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr.(Tmt.) AR. Meenakshi,
Professor of Mathematics, D.D.E.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

249.

250.

251.

252.

253.

254.

265.

256.

257.

Dr. R. Namasivayam,
Professor of Physics, D.D.E.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

Dr. S. Krishnan,

Reader in Physics, D.D.E.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. R. Gurumurthy,

Professor of Chemistry, D.D.E.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

Dr. C. Karunakaran,
Reader in Chemistry, D.D.E.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. S. Panneerselvam
Professor of Botany, D.D.E.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. R. Sampathkumar,
Reader in Botany, D.D.E.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

Dr. S. Swaminathan,
Professor of Zoology, D.D.E.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

Dr. L.S. Ranganathan,
Reader in Zoology, D.D.E.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

Dr. A. Muthappan,

Professor of Education, D.D.E.
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002



258.

259.

260.

261.

262.

263.

264.

260.

200

Dr. S. Sundararajan, 266. Dr. T. Balakrishnan,

Reader in Education, D.D.E. Prof. & Head of the Department of
Annamalai University, Physical Chemistry,
Annamalainagar 608 002 University of Madras,

A.C. College Campus,
Dr. S.B. Nageswara Rao, Guindy, Madras - 600 025

Reader for Management Courses, ) .
D.D.E. 267. Thiru V. Karthikeyan,

(Retired Chief Secretary)
419, Kilpauk Garden Road,
Madras - 600 010

Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002

Clisirmen, Bourd of Studses Class II - Ten Members Elected by the

Hon’ble Thiru Justice S. Mohan, Teachers of the University

3-A, Venkatakrishna Iver Road,  96g Thimy AL, Chidambaram,
Rajah Annamalaipuram, :

Lecturer in Geol
Madras - 600 028 [0 OBY;

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002
Thiru L. Sabaretnam, \

(Executive Director, M/s. Chettinad
Cement Corporation Limited)
74-Appar Street, Kalakshetra
Colony,
Arundel Nagar, Madras - 600 041

269. Thiru. K. Arumugam,

Lecturer in Physics,

Faculty of Engineering &

Technology,

Annamalai University,

A i -
Dr. R S. Rajagopalan, nnamalainagar - 608 002
“Suhrudaya” 10, 6th Cross Street, 270. Thiru K. Dakshinamurthy
C.LT. Colony, Lecturer in Economics,
Madras - 600 004 Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002
Thiru Ramanathan Palaniappan,

Engineering Consultant, .
271. Thiru V. Namasivayam,

“Bhuvaneswari” :

Plot No. 3362, Ax 1th Main Road, I;ict“ref n %"{lmef?:’

A N _ 4 namalai University,
nna Nagar, Madras - 600 040 Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru K. Ganapathy 272. Thiru A.M. Ashrafullah,

12 Kanagasabainag,ar Lecturer in Education, D.D.E.
. ¢ Annamalai University

Chidamb - 608 001 ’
icambaram Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. M. Natarajan, 273. Thiru K.J. Srinivasan,

Orthopaedic Surgeon, Lecturer in Education,

24, Lakshmi Street, Annamalai University,

Madras - 600 010. Annamalainagar - 608 002



274,

275,

276.

271.

Thiru P. Periaiya,

Lecturer in Physical Education &
Sports Sciences,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. P. Elangovan,

Tutor in Bio-Chemistry, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

Thiru M.N. Swaminathan,

Lecturer in Mechanical
Engineering,

Annamalai University,

Annamalainagar - 608 002

Dr. B. Tamilarasan,

Tutor in Microbiology, RMMCH
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar - 608 002

278.

279.

280.

281.

Thiru S. Muthukumaraswamy,
Assistant Director of Agriculture,
‘Seed Centre’

18, Pudupalayam Main Road,
Cuddalore - 607 001

Thiru C. Radhakrishnan,
Professor of Zoology,

Periyar Arts College,

9-A, Ramadoss Naidu Street,
Pudupalayam, Cuddalore N.T.

Thiru V.C. Shanmugam,
Professor of Chemistry,
Periyar Arts College,
Cuddalore - 607 001

Thiru T. Rajavannian,

Lecturer in Tamil,

Directorate of Distance Education,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar 608 002
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Prizes and Endowments

The R.G. Grieve (M.A. English) Prize

The Sir T.E. Moir (English) Prize

The Lady Simpson Science Prize

The Sir R. Venkataratnam Nayudu Psychology Prize

The Sir Venkataratnam Nayudu Philosophy M.A. Prize

The C. Ramalinga Reddy History Prize

The C. Ramalinga Reddy History M.A. Prize

The Sir J. Simpson Applied Economics Prize

The Sir J. Simpson M.A. Economics Prize

The Mrs. Little Hailes (Science) Prize

The R. Little Hailes (Mathematics) Prize

The Little Hailes M.Sc. (Mathematics) Prize

The J.F. Bryant (Physics) Prize

The J.F. Bryant M.Sc. Physics Prize

The Viscount Goschen (Chemistry) Prize

The Viscount Goschen Chemistry M.Sc. Prize

The Founder’s Botany Prize

The Founder’s Zoology Prize

The Founder’s Tamil Prize

The Founder’s M.A. Tamil Prize

The Founder’s M.A. Sanskrit Prize

The Sir P.S. Sivasamy Iyer Essay Competition Prize

The Founder’s Hindi Prize

The Sir S.P. Patro (English Essay) Junior Prize

The Sir C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar Tamil Essay Prize

The Right Hon’ble V.S. Srinivasa Sastri English
Elocution Senior Prize

The Mrs. Lamb English Elocution Prize

The Sir K. Srinivasa Ayyangar Tamil Elocution Prize

His Excellency the Madras Governor’s Prize

The Hon’ble Chief Justice Sir Lionel Leach Prize

The Sir Kurma Venkata Reddy Nayudu Prize

The Sir R.K. Shanmugam Chetty Tamil Research Prize -

The Right Hon’ble M.R. Jayakar Prize

The Principal Nilakanta Sastriar Prize

The Mahamahopadhaya Vidyavachaspathi
S. Kuppuswami Sastriar Prize

The Rajah of Chettinad’s Endowments in memory of the
visit of their Highnesses the Maharaja of
Travancore and Maharani Setuparvati Bai of
Travancore



The Rajah of Chettinad’s Endowment in honour
of the visit of His Highness the Rajah of
Pudukkottah and Mr. S.V. Ramamurthi, M.A., I.C.A.
to the University in December 1943.

The Kumara Rajah of Chettinad Endowment

The Sir Thomas Austin Prize

The Sir Norman Strathie Prize

The Hon’ble Mr. T.S. Avinashilingam Engineering
II Year Prize

The M.A. Master Engineering III Year Prize

The Hon’ble Mr. O.P. Ramaswami Reddiyar
Engineering IV Year Prize

His Excellency Sir Archibald Edward Nye Prize

Mr. T. Sundara Rao Naidu Chemical Engineering Prize

Her Highness the Maharani of Bhavanagar Chemical
Engineering IT Year Prize

The Hon’ble the Chief Justice Mr. P.V. Rajamannar
Chemical Engineering I1I Year Prize

His Excellency the Maharajah of Bhavanagar
B.E. Chemical Final Year Prize

His Excellency Shri Sriprakasa Commerce Prize

The Dr. Sir A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar
Geology Prize

The Hon’ble Sri Subramanian Psychology Prize

Shri T.M. Narayanaswami Pillai Commerce Prize

Dr. C.D. Deshmukh Marine Biology Prize

The Prof. M.S. Thacker Statistics Prize

Dr. D. Subaroyan Politics Prize

His Excellency John Kenneth Galbraith
Psychology Prize

His Excellency Shri Bishnuram Medhi Prize

The Hon’ble Sri M. Bakthavatsalam
Sociology Prize

His Highness Maharaja Sri Jaya Chamaraja Wadiyar
English Prize

The Sir C.P. Ramaswamy Aiyar Prize

Hon’blé Shri M. Manickavelu Logic Prize

Mrs. Durgabai Deshmukh Physics Prize

Hon’ble Mr. Justice Ganapathia Pillai

Indian History Prize

Hon’ble Sri R. Venkatraman Chemistry Prize

The Mr. Karumuttu Thiagarajan Chettiar Tamil Prize

The Sri Karumuttu Thiagarajan Chettiar Commerce Prize
Commerce Prize

The Hon’ble Mr. Justice R. Veerasamy Psychology Prize
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The Hon’ble Mr. Justice P.S. Kailasam Politics Prize

Mrs. Soundaram Kailasam Advanced Tamil Prize

The Hon’ble Chief Justice P. Chandra Reddy
Advanced English Prize.

His Holiness Srilasri Kasivasi Swaminathan Tambiran
Swamigal Scholarship
His Excellency Thiru S.L. Khurana Prizes Endowment
Prof. S.V. Chittibabu Prizes Endowment
The Lady Rani Meyyammai Achi Gold Medal in the
Department of Pharmacy
Thiru G. Vagheesam Pillai Endowment
Justice E.S. Venkatramiah Prize
The Srinivasa Ramanujam Endowment
Sri G.L. Tandon Endowment
His Excellency the President of India Thiru
R. Venkatraman Endowment Prize
His Excellency the Dr. P.C. Alexander Endowment
Endewment by Padmabhushan Sir Muthiah Chettiar
in honour of the visit of the distinguished speakers.
Thiru T.M. Narayanaswamy Pillai Thiru
Karumuttu Thiagarajan Chettiar & Thirumathi Radha
Thiyagarajan Chettiar
K.V.AL. RM. Alagappan Chettiar Endowment
Dewan Bahadur S.E. Runganadhan English Prize
Sri Nataraja Gold Medal
The Sir George Stanley Endowment
The Music Conference Prize
The Rajah of Chettinad Sastiapdapurthy Memorial Prize
Mahamahopadyaya S. Dandapani Swami Desigar Prize
Dr. Narasinga Rao’s Prize for General Knowledge
The Lady Strathie’s Prize
The Sir James Doak Endowment
The Mr. A. Harvey Endowment
The Maniketh K. Krishnamenon Memorial Prize
Mahavidwan Raghava Iyangar Research Prize
Sri Arumuganavalar Prizes Endowment
Rajah Annamalai Chettiar’s Tamil Prize
Rani Seethai Achi Music Essay Prize
Dr. R.P. Sethupillai M.A. Linguistics Prize
The Dr. P.S. Venkatesam Pillai Sashtiapdapurthi
Memorial Prize
The New Horizon Sugar Mills Agriculture Medal
The Viswanathan Memorial Prize
The Eugene P. Link Family Prize



The RM. Chandramouli R. Balasubramanian Memorial
Botany Medal

The Sornambal Lectureship Endowment

The Tagore Lectureship Endowment

The Science Academy Conference Prize

K.A.M.A K. Dharmaraja Nadar Gold Medal

The Acharya P.C. Roy Birth Centenary Prize

49nd All India Economic Conference Prize

Prof. R. Ramanujachari Sastiabdapurthi Fund

The T.P. Meenatchi Sundaranar’s 61st Birth
Day Endowment

The Psychology Research Prize

The Anandathandavapuram Sri Durgamani Sunderesa
Scholarship Prize

The Sri Krishna Prizes

The Annamalai University Agricultural Association
Farmer’s Day Prize

The C.R. Myleru Prizes Endowment

The Dr. C.P. Ramaswamy Aiyar Agricultural Prize

The Canjeevaram Doraiswamy Memorial Prize

The Ranganathan Memorial Engineering II Year Prize

The Sri M.P. Damodaran Agriculture Prize

The Lakshmanan Memorial Engineering I Year Prize

The Annamalai Alumni Association (the Nilgris Prize)

Prof. A.C. Subramaniam’s Prize

The T.P. Navaneethakrishnan Memorial Prize

The G. Ranaswami Prize for Microbiology

The Agricultural Association Prize for Agricultural

Extension and Farm Management for final B.Sc. Ag.

Prof. T.N. Muthusamy Gold Medal
M.G. Ramachandran Gold Medals/Prizes/Books
M.U. Yusuf Zackaria Sait Prize
Janab Sulaiman Zackaria Sait Prize called
Dr. C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar Prize
Janab Sulaiman Zackaria Sait Prize called Dr. Rajah
Sir Muthiah Chettiar Prize
Sri P. Chandra Reddy Prize
The Prof. T. Govindarajan Prize in memory of
Dr. A. Narasinga Rao and other Teachers
Rajalakshmi Arumuga Mudaliar Prize
The T. Alalasundaram Prize
The Agricultural Association Prize for Soil Chemistry
The South Arcot Co-operative Bank
R. Kanagasabai Prize
Sri N.M. Poonambalam Pillai Sastiabdapurti
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Commemoration Prize

The Professor Duraisamy Sashtiabdapurti
Commemoration Prize

The Darba Subamma Prize

The Darba Seshaya Ramadoss Prize

The Dr. T.S. Raghavan Botany Prize

The Prof. R.V. Seshaiya Prize

The Chidambaram Dr. K. Rangaswami Pillai Medical
Service Silver Jubilee Prize

Tmt. Ranganayaki Ammal Rajarathinam Tamil Prize

The Navalar Nedunchezhiyan Golden Jubilee
Endowment Prizes.

The Professor V. Baliah Endowment

The Mr. & Mrs. S.R. Venkatarama Iyer English
Elocution Prize

Prof. N.P. Palaniappan Memorial Gold Medal

The Darba Suryanarayanan and Darba Subbalakshmi
Prize

The N.P. Palaniappan Elocution Prize

The Prof. R.V. Seshaiya Prize

The Prof. V. Ganapathi Aiyar Medals

The Prof. R.V. Seshaiya Gold Medal

The Smt. R. Kamakshi Prize

The Thiru S. Ramanujam Prize

The Augustine Mariadoss Pillai Endowment

The Goschen Memorial Scholarship

The Subramaniyam Memorial Scholarship

The Thiakesan Trust Scholarship

The Thiru Vi.Ka. Tamil Scholar Prize

The Prof. Balachandran Memorial Gold Medal.

The Prof. K. Venkateswaralu’s Sashtiabdapurthi Prize

Swami Vipulananda Muthamizh Prize

The Annamalai University Engineering & Technology
Alumni Association Prize

The Thiru B.T. Seshadriachariar Endowment

Thiru A. Natarajan Prize Endowment

The Tamil Kadal Roya Cockalingam Lectureship
Endowment

Prof. B. Bakthavatsalu Naidu Commerce Prize

Kalyan Scholarships/Medals

The Prof. R. Bakthavatsalu Naidu Lectureship
Endowment

The Thiru S. Subramania Pillai Eightieth Birth
Day Prize

Prof. V. Baliah Medal from by Dr. V. Baliah



Shastiabdapurthi Celebration Committee

The Thiru Sornam Pillai Prize Endowment

Prof. S. Somasundara Bharathiar Prize

Dr. C.S. Venkareswaran Srimad Valmiki
Ramayana Prize

Adur Thiru M. Rathinasabapathy Pillai

Panniruthirumurai Saiva Siddhanta Endowment

The Thanthai Periyar Centenary Prize

The Tag Corporation Merit Award

The Dr. K. Rangaswami Pillai Manivizha Endowment

The Prof. V.V. Ramanujam 61st Birth Day Endowment

Endowment of Justice B.S. Somasundaram

Prof. L.P.K. Ramanathan Chettiar Endowment

The Thiru A.K. Thagapillai Endowment

The Panayapati Sp. A. Annamalai Chettiar and
Nachiammai Achi Memorial Endowment

The Thiru S.R.N. Badri Rao Endowment

The Prof. S.V. Chittibabu Endowment

The AR. Lakshmi Achi Scholarship

The Colgate Palmolive (India) Endowment

The Prof. Rm. Sethunarayanan Endowment

The Bharathi Centenary Endowment

The Prof. M. Ruthnaswamy Centenary Endowment

The Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar of Chettinad
Agriculture Silver Jubilee Gold Medal Prize for
B.Sc. (Ag.) Plant Pathology

The Dr. T.S. Raghavan Lectureship Endowment

The Prof. G. Rangaswami Gold Medal for M.Sc. (Ag.)
Students in Agricultural Microbilogy and Plant
Pathology instituted by Prof. G. Rangaswami’s 60th
Birth Anniversary Celebrations Committee.

The Prof. PL. Ramaswamy Pon. Alagammai
Scholarship and Prizes

The Gujarat Agro Industries Gold Medal for M.Sc. (Ag.)
Students in Agricultural Entomology

Dr. (Prof.) R. Nanjunda Rao Educational Society
Book Prize

The Prof. R.V. Seshaiah Lectureship Endowment

The Thiru PL. Shanmuganar Endowment made by
Thiru S. Meyyappan Lecturer in Tamil

The Prof. G. Sankaranarayanan Lectureship
Endowment made by the Prof.
G. Sankaranarayanan Felicitation Committee

The Swamins Endowment offered by M/s. Swamins
Agro Chemicals Private Limited
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The Vidwan Arumuga Mudaliar and Anbil Saravana
Mudaliar Lectureship Endowment

Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar of Chettinad Agriculture
Silver Jubilee Celebrations Award for the best filed
demonstration in the Faculty of Agriculture, offered by
Prof. K. Krishnamoorthy, International Agricultural
Development Foundation

The Thirupampuram Swaminatha Pillai Endowment

The C.H. Veera Reddy AUETAA Endowment

The AUETAA Endowment

Dr. M.O. Mathew Endowment of ACAA

The Dr. M.A. Muthiah Chettiar endowment of ACAA

The Silver Jubilee Linguistics Scholarship Endowment

The AUETAA S. Rajagopal Endowment

Prof. K. Ganapathy Endowment

Dr. M. Natarajan Endowment

Dr. S.V. Chittibabu Endowment, endowed by the
Citizens of South Arcot

The Thiru Subramani Pakkiripillai of South Africa
Endowment

Dr. M. Kuppuswamy Endowment

Dr. Prof. M.S. Vimalandam endowment offered in
honour of Prof. Ka.Su. Pillai former Prof. of Tamil

The Vanathi Yegappar Kalaiammai endowment
instituted by Shri Y. Thirunavukkarasu, Proprietor
M/s. Vanathi Pathippakkam

Thiru C. Meenakshisundaram Pillai Prizes Endowment

The Prof. M.C. Madhavan Endowment

The Prof. P. Govindan Genetics Excellence Endowment

The Prof. Ganesan Endowment

The Saijo Lion’s Club Endowment

The India Abroad Foundation Endowment

KASIMUTT & OTHER ENDOWMENTS

The Thiruvalluvar Neethi Nool Prize by His Holiness
Sri La Sri Kasivasi Thambiran Swamigal of
Thiruppanandal

Kavichakravarti Kambar Memorial Tamil Prize by His
Holiness Srilasri Kasivasi Swaminatha Tambiran
Swamigal of Thiruppanandal

The Sekkilar Nayanar Memorial Tamil Prize by His
Holiness Srilasri Kasivasi Swaminatha Tambiran
Swamigal of Thiruppanandal

The Sri Nambiandar Nambi Memorial Panniru



Thirumurai Prize
The Sri Manickavachaka Swamigal Memorial Ahaporul
Tamil Prize
Srilasri Kasivasi Adikumaragurupara Swamigal
Memorial Tamil Prosody Prize
~The Srilasri Kasivasi Chockalinga Swamlgal Memorlal
Rhetoric Tamil Prize
N The Meikanda Memorial Saiva Siddhanta Sastri Prize
The Srilasri Kasivasi Adikumara Gurupara Swamigal
Memorial Saiva Siddhanta Sastra Prize by His
Holiness Srilasri Kasivasi Swaminatha Tambiran
Swamigal of Thiruppanandal
The Sri Thirugnanasambandamurthy Nayanar
Memorial Isai Tamil Prize by His Holiness Srilasri
Kasivasi Swaminatha Tambiran Swamigal of
Thiruppanandal
Sri Kasivasi Adikumaragurupara Swamigal Memorial
Tamil Prize by His Holiness Srilasri Kasivasi
Swaminatha Tambiran Swamigal of
Thiruppanandal
The Kottaiyur Sri Sivacolundu Desikar Memorial
Tiruvachackam Prize

(The above 12 endowments were pooled together and are now styled as Srilasri
Kasivasi Thiruppanandal Kasimutt Tamil Endowments for the award of incentives
to students of M.A. Tamil)

KASIMUTT & OTHER ENDOWMENTS

The Raja Raja Abbaya Kula Sekhara Chola Maharaja
Memorial Endowment (For Prizes & Publication)
Publication)

Srilasri Kasivasi Adikumaragurupara Swamigal
Memorial Saiva Siddhanta Scholarship Endowment

Sri Arulnandi Siva Charya Swamigal Sivagnana

Siddhiar Lectureship endowment )

Kottaiyur Sri Sivakkolundu Desikar Memorial Isai

Tamil Prize

RAJAH SAHEB’S ENDOWMENT

Rajah Saheb Tamil Songs Endowment
Rajah Saheb Reading Room Endowment
Rajah Saheb Garden Gift Endowment

(Pooled together for award of incentives to M.A. Tamil
students/Music festival)
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RAJAH SAHEB’S ENDOWMENT

The Founder’s Tamil Prize

Dr. Subbaroyan Tamil Pulavar Prize

The Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar Tamil Prize

The Vidwan Arunachalam Pillai 61st Birth Day Prize
The Vidwan Muthuswami Pillai 61st Birth Day Prize
The Mrs. Soundara Kailasam Advanced Tamil Prize
Sri Siva Subramanya Pillai Scholarships

The Thiru Vi.Ka. Tamil Scholar Prize
Prof. S. Somasundara Bharathiar Prize

(The above endowments were pooled together to award
incentives to M.A. Tamil Students)



1881
1915

1920
1922
1926
1927

1928

1929

1930
1935
1936
1940
1941

1942

Calendar of Events

... Birth of the Founder - Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar
. Establishment of the Ramaswami Chettiar High School,

Chidambaram by Dewan Bahadur Ramaswami Chettiar, elder
brother of Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar.

. The Sri Meenakshi College comes into being.

.. B.A. Classes are inaugurated

. New Building is completed.

. The Government of Madras appoints the Tamil University

Committee.

Honours Courses are introduced.

A Tamil College and a Sanskrit College are established. Sir
Annamalai Chettiar’s offer to hand over the three Colleges, all the
buildings and an endowment of Rs. 20 lakhs is accepted.

. A Bill to establish and incorporate a residential University at

Annamalainagar is published in the Fort St. George Gazette.

The Bill is introduced in the Madras Legislative Council.

The Select Committee presents its reports and the Annamalai
University Bill is passed into law in an atmosphere of enthusiasm,
good-will and gratitude.

. The College of Music is established.

The University is inaugurated.

Rt. Hon. V.S. Srinivasa Sastri was appointed Vice-Chancellor and as
soon as he took over, he was appointed Agent General of the
Government of India in South Africa.

Sir S.E. Runganadhan takes charge as Vice-Chancellor.

The Senate, the Syndicate and the Academic Council begin to
function.

. The Senate is formally inaugurated.
. Rt. Hon’ble V.S. Srinivasa Sastri becomes Vice-Chancellor.
... A Conference of Tamil Music is held at Annamalainagar.
. Sir K.V. Reddi Nayudu takes charge as Vice-Chancellor.
. A conference for development of Tamil Music is held under the

patronage of the Rajah Saheb, leading to the Tamil Isai Movement.
Shastiabdapurthi (61st Birthday) of the Founder is celebrated under
the Presidency of Rt. Hon’ble Dr. M.R. Jayakar.

. Prof. M. Ruthnaswamy assumes office as Vice-Chancellor. D.Litt.

(Honoris Causa) is conferred on Sir Arthur Hope, Governor of Madras
& Chancellor, Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar of Chettinad,
Founder Pro-Chancellor, His Highness Thiru Pamanabha Dasa
Vanchi Pala Sir Balarama Varma, The Maharajah of Travancore.
H.H. Sethu Parvathi Bai, the Maharani of Travancore.
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1943

1945

1948

1949

1951

1953

1954

1955

1956

212

. A gift of Rs. 5,00,001/- is offered by Dr. Rm. Alagappa Chettiar for

Technological Studies.
D.Litt. (Honoris Causa) is conferred on Dr. Rm. Alagappa Chettiar.

. The Department of Engineering and Technology is opened.

The All India History Congress holds its Session.

. Dr. S.G. Manavala Ramanujam takes over as Vice-Chancellor. The

demise of Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar.
Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar becomes Pro-Chancellor.
The Travancore Hostel donated by the Maharajah of Travancore is
opened.

D.Litt. (Honoris Causa) is conferred on Dr. R.K. Shanmukham
Cheity.

. Opening of Population Research Institute with Dr. S. Chandrasekhar

as the Professor. The National Cadet Corps starts functioning.
Indian Universities Commission headed by Dr. S. Radhakrishnan
visits the University. A Degree Course in Music is started.

. Dr. R.K. Shanmukham Chetty assumes office as Vice-Chancellor.

The Tamil Research Department is instituted.
The Department of Agriculture is started.

. Sir C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar becomes Vice-Chancellor. Visit of the

President of India Dr. Rajendra Prasad.
The Department of Tamil (Oriental) comes into being.

. Visit of the Prime Minister of India, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.

The International P.E.N. Conference is held in the Campus.
M.E. Degree Course in Structural Engineering started. First
University in India to start M.E. Degree by Course-work.

. Silver Jubilee celebrations of the University; The unveiling of the

statue of Dr. Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar by the Maharajah of
Mysore, His Highness Sri Jaya Chamaraja Wadiyar Bahadur; The
opening of the Rani Seethai Achi Hostel by the Chief Minister of
Madras Sri K. Kamaraj; The laying of the Foundation stone for the
Dr. C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar Library Building by His Excellency Shri
Sri Prakasa, Governor of Madras; The Conferment of Honorary
Degrees on His Highness Sri Jaya Chamaraja Wadiyar Bahadur
The Raj Pramukh of Mysore, the Pro-Chancellor Rajah Sir Muthiah
Chettiar, Sir S.E. Runganadhan, Sir C.P. Ramaswami Aiyar,

Dr. A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar, Prof. S. Somasundara
Bharathiar and Dr. S. Radhakrishnan.

Sri T.M. Narayanaswami Pillai assumes office as Vice-Chancellor.
The Department of Commerce is inaugurated.

The Dr. R.K. Shanmukham Chettiar Building is opened by the Vice-
President of India Dr. S. Radhakrishnan.

The All India Oriental Conference meets.

.. The Indian Philosophical Congress holds its session in

Annamalainagar.



1957

1958

1959

1960

1961

1962

Honours Courses are introduced in Statistics and Geology.

Two new Departments, Rural and Social Welfare and Geology are
created.

Underground sewage system and sewage disposal system
commissioned.

. Inauguration of the Department of Dravidian Philosophy by

Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatterjee.

Introduction of the Pre-University, the Pre-Professional Courses in
Engineering and Technology and the Post-Graduate course in
Geology.

Visit of Dr. C.D. Deshmukh, Chairman, University Grants
Commission.

Opening of the Buildings of the Marine Biological Station at
Portonovo by Dr. Deshmukh.

Opening of the Open Air Theatre by Srimathi Durgabai Deshmukh.
Conferment of Honorary Degrees on Dr. P.V. Rajamannar and

Dr. C.D. Deshmukh.

. Sri C. Subramaniam, Minister for Finance and Education, Madras

State, inaugurates a Seminar on Education and Community
Development. The Degree of D.Litt. (Honoris Causa) is conferred on
Prof. M.S. Thacker, Secretary, Ministry of Scientific Research and
Cultural Affairs and Director General, C.S.I.R.

Three year Degree courses begun.

B.Sc. (Ag.) M.A. Linguistics and Post. M.Sc., Geology courses are
started.

Muthiah Polytechnic is established by the University.

. The Degree of Doctor of Letters (Honoris Causa) is conferred on Prof.

Hurﬁayun Kabir, Union Minister. The Indian Academy of Science
Congress meets in the Campus under the Presidentship of Dr.

C.V. Raman, Nobel Laureate.

The Indian Economic Association holds its (42nd) Annual session at
Annamalainagar.

Two year Post-Graduate courses, M.A., M.Sc., M.Com., M.O.L., and
B.Sc. (Ag.) degree courses are instituted.

. The University confers the degree of Doctor of Letters

(Honoris Causa) on Dr. P. Subbaroyan, Union Minister.
M.A. Course in Linguistics is started.

. Justice V. Subrahmanyam assumes charge as Vice-Chancellor on

May 1st.

M.A. Course in Psychology is started.

D.Litt. (Honoris Causa) 1) Degree is conferred on His Excellency John
Kenneth Galbraith, Ambassador of United States in India.

. After the death of Justice V. Subrahmanyam in October Dr. Sir C.P.

Ramaswami Aiyar Lecomes Vice-Chancellor in November.
M.Sc. in Marine Biology, M.Ed., Certificate in Librarianship Courses
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1963

1964

1965

1966

1967

1968

1969

1970

are instituted. Two year M.E., Courses in Civil, Mechanical and
Electrical started.

. A Conference of the Vice-Chancellors of the South Indian

Universities is held at Annamalainagar.

The Centre for Advanced Study in Marine Biology is established.
A Course in Spoken English is instituted.

Certificate and Diploma Courses in Bengali and Sanskrit, B.O.L.
degree in Sanskrit, M.A. degree in French and B.A. degree in
Psychology and 2 year M.Sc. Engineering Courses are started.

. Indian Political Science Conference is held at Annamalainagar.

A Seminar on Student services sponsored by USIS and UGC is held.
Diploma Course in German and Hindi and Part-time Courses in
M.Sc. Engineering are started.

The Chemical Engineering Block is opened by the Maharajah of
Mysore, then Governor of Madras.

Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar opens the New Civil Engineering
Laboratory.

. The University celebrates the Shastiabdapurti of Dr. Rajah Sir

Muthiah Chettiar of Chettinad, Pro-Chancellor.

Thiru M. Baktavatsalam, Chief Minister of Madras, opens the
University Employment Information and Guidance Bureau.
The new block of the Engineering College is opened.

The 26th All-India Inter-University Sports meet is held at
Annamalainagar, General Cariappa presiding.

A diploma course in French is started.

A two-year Part-time Certificate Course in Music for Pulavar
Students is started.

. Guest House-cum-Staff Club and the Agriculture Hostel Buildings

are opened.

Justice Thiru P. Chandra Reddy becomes Vice-Chancellor in
November. Eight week Intensive Course in Spoken Tamil, Full-time
Diploma Course in Tamil are introduced.

. USIS, Madras, organises an Inter-Disciplinary Seminar at the

University.
A Chapter of the World University Service is star@ed in the
University.

. The degree of Doctor of Letters (Honoris Causa) is conferred on

Dr. Zakhir Hussain, President of India, and Thiru C.N. Annadurai,
Chief Minister of Tamilnadu.

. The World University Chapter holds a Book Exhibition and starts a

Book Bank.

The Semester System is introduced in the Faculty of Engineering
and Technology.

. Dr. S.P. Adinarayan is appointed Vice-Chancellor in August.



1971 ... The All India University Tamil Teachers’ Conference is held at
Annamalainagar.
The degree of Doctor of Letters (Honoris Causa) is conferred on
Hon’ble M. Karunanidhi, Chief Minister of Tamilnadu.
Dr. M. Karunanidhi lays the foundation stone for Research Scholars
Hostel
H.E. K K. Shah, Governor of Tamilnadu lays the Foundation stone
for Humanities, Inter-disciplinary Lecture, Seminar and Library
Building.
The University Employment Information and Guidance Bureau
holds a Career Exhibition.

1972 ... A separate Department of Hindi and Urdu is created.

1973 ... The Triple Benefit Scheme for the staff is introduced. Tamil Medium
is introduced in the B.A. Classes, the M.O.L. Course is revived.

1974 ... The B.O.L. Course is revived.

The Semester System is introduced in all courses.
A degree course in Physical Education is started.
Tourism as a subject is introduced in the B.A. Course

1975 ... Tamil Medium is introduced in the B.Com. Course
Winter-cum-Summer course in M.Ed. is started.

1976 ... The Family Benefit Scheme for (non-teaching) staff is introduced.
Dr. S. Chandrasekar assumes charge as Vice-Chancellor in
September.

The Centre of Population Studies is revived.

1977 ... Part-time M.Sc. (Ag.) Course is inaugurated. The Semester System
is introduced in the P.G. Courses.

1978 ... The Department of Business Administration is introduced. Master of
Business Administration Course and M.A. (Demography) Courses
are started
Justice B. S. Somasundaram (Retd.) assumes office as
Vice-Chancellor in September.

The Faculty of Law and the Department of Legal Studies are
introduced. )

B.L. Course is started.

B.E. and M.E. Part-time Degree Courses are started. The
Engineering Degree Course is diversified into six courses viz. a) Civil,
b) Civil and Structural ¢c) Mechanical, d) Mechanical and Production,
e) Electrical and Electronics and f) Electronics and Instrumentation,
and Department of Structural Engineering is formed.

1979 ... A Directorate of Correspondence Courses is established. B.Ed.,
B.Com and Diploma Courses in some aspects of Law are started.
Starting of Computer Centre
The Golden Jubilee of the University is celebrated in December.
The Faculty of Medicine is established and Dental Wing is
inaugurated.
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D. Litt. (Honoris Causa) is conferred onthe following eminent
persons:
Acharya J.B. Kriplani, Hon’ble Thiru M.P. Sivagnanam, Chairman,
Tamilnadu Legislative Council,
Dr. V.Sp. Manickam, Vice-Chancellor, Madurai Kamaraj University.
Thiru M.A.M. Ramaswamy, President, Indian Hockey Federation.
Thiru Vaidya Subramanya Iyer, President Mylapore Academy.
Dr. T.P. Meenakshi Sundaram, Former Vice-Chancellor, Madurai
Kamaraj University.
Dr. T.M.P. Mahadevan, Former Professor of Philosophy, University
of Madras. -
Dr. S.G. Manavala Ramanujam, Former Vice-Chancellor,
Annamalai University.
Dr.SP. Adinarayan, Former Vice-Chancellor, Annamalal
University.
Thiru Madurai S. Somasundaram, Head of the Department of Music,
Annamalai University.
LL.D.:
Hon’ble Justice Thiru V.R. Krishna Iyer of Supreme Court.
Hon’ble Justice Thiru M.M. Ismail, Chief Justice, Madras High
Court.
Hon’ble Justice Thiru S. Maharajan, Former Judge of Madras High
Court.
Hon’ble Justice Thiru B.S. Somasundaram (Retd.),
Vice-Chancellor, Annamalai University.
D.Sc.:
Prof. G.R. Damodaran, Vice-Chancellor, University of Madras.
1980 ° .. Rajah Muthiah Dental College & Hospital is established and B.D.S.
Course is introduced. B.A., B.Litt., M.A. Philosophy, Psychology,
History, Tamil, English, Sociology, M.Sc. Mathematics, Physics,
Diploma in Law of Taxation Courses are introduced in the
Directorate of Correspondence Courses.
Trimester System for B.Sc. Agriculture is introduced. Prof.
S.V. Chittibabu assumes charge as Vice-Chancellor.
1981 ... The Birth Centenary of Rajah Sir Annamalai Chettiar, Founder
Pro-Chancellor is celebrated.
Under-Graduate courses are shed.
Separate Departments of Political Science, Statistics, Agricultural
Botany, Agronomy, Agricultural Chemistry, Agricultural
Microbiology are set up.
Thiru A. Rajan, final B.E. student secures Gold Medal in the Fourth
South Asian Track and Field Championship at Tokyo.
1982 .. Commemoration volume to mark the Birth Centenary of Mahakavi
Subramanya Bharathi is published on behalf of the Government of
Tamilnadu. XVI Indian Sociological Conference is held.
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1983

1984

1985

1986

B.Pharm. and D.Pharm. Courses are introduced.

. The 59th Annual Conference of the Association of Indian

Universities is held at Annamalainagar.

The Study Centres under the Directorate of Correspondence Courses,
at Nagercoil, Trichy, Madras, Salem and New Delhi are set up.

Prof. S.V. Chittibabu is appointed Vice-Chancellor for the second
term.

B.Sc. Nursing Course is introduced.

. Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar, Second Founder Pro-Chancellor

passes away.

Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy becomes the Founder Pro-Chancellor.
Post B.Sc. Diploma in Computer Programming and Certificate
Courses in Folklore and Journalism are introduced. Curriculum of
various courses are restructured and updated.

M.Sc. Courses in Chemistry and Zoology and three Diploma Courses
are introduced under Correspondence Education.

His Excellency Thiru R. Venkataraman, Vice-President of India
inaugurates the 45th All India History Congress.

The Pharmacy Council of India recognises the Department of
Pharmacy of this University.

. Rajah Muthiah Institute of Health Sciences is started.

Prof. S.V. Chittibabu, Vice-Chancellor elected as the Vice-President
of the Association of Indian Universities.

The National Youth Festival (South Zone) sponsored by the AIU is
organised and conducted.

Prof. S.V. Chittibabu, Vice-Chancellor, elected the President of the
AIU.

M.B.B.S., P.G. Diploma in Banking Law and Practice, Certificate
Courses in Reprography and Non-Book materials, are introduced.
B.Sc. Maths, B.A. Economics are introduced in D.C.C. & C.E.

. A Special Convocation is held to confer Doctorate Degrees

(Honoris Causa) on the following persons of eminence in
Commemoration of the 81st Birth Day Celebration of the Second
Founder Pro-Chancellor Dr. Rajah Sir Muthiah Chettiar:
1) Mr. C. Subramaniam,

2) Thirumuruga Kirupananda Variar,

3) Thiru V.C. Sivaji Ganesan,

4) Thiru Chitra S. Narayanasamy,

5) Thiru T.V. Ramanujam

6) Prof. 8.V. Chittibabu,

7) Dr. N.A. Palkhiwala,

8) Shri Sunil Manohar Gavaskar.

The Silver Jubilee of the Faculty of Agriculture and CAS in
Linguistics are celebrated. A Five-day Inter-University Youth
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1987

1988

1989
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Festival sponsored by the Department of Youth Affairs and Sports
and Government of India and AIU is celebrated.

Title of Natanamamani, M.B.A., (Part-time) P.G. Diploma in
Linguistics, B.Music, M.P.Ed., P.G. Diploma in Population
Education are introduced.

B.Com. Tamil Medium, Four P.G. Diploma in Management Courses
are introduced under D.D.E.

His Excellency Thiru S.L. Khurana declares open the Rajah
Muthiah Building, D.D.E.

. Prof. Rm. Sethunarayanan, former student and a member of the

Faculty of Engineering and Technology, assumes charge

as Vice-Chancellor.

M.Sc. Agricultural Economics, M.Sc. Coastal Aquaculture, M.D.S. in
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, M.C.A., B.E. Part-time in
Mechanical and Production, M.Phil. Sequential Programme are
introduced and various Diploma Courses are introduced in D.D.E.
Silver Jubilee of CAS in Marine Biology is celebrated.

M.C.A. Degree Course is introduced.

. His Excellency Thiru R. Venkataraman, the President of India

declares open the RMIHS Building.

Opening of Hospital Complex by Dr. P.C. Alexander, Governor of
Tamilnadu.

A Special Function is held on 20th December, 1988 to offer

felicitation to the distinguished alumni of the University.

Opening of Agriculture Block by Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy,
Pro-Chancellor, Annamalai University.

Opening of Meenakshi Block by Tmt. Sigappi Ramaswamy.
Diversification of M.Sc. Chemistry into M.Sc. in Physical
Chemistry, Organic Chemistry, Inorganic Chemistry and M.Sc.
Bio-Chemistry, M.D.S. Course in Pedodontia, Periodontia,
Orthodontia are introduced.

B.G.L., M.Sc. Botany, B.A. Sociology (Tamil Medium) are introduced
under Distance Education.

B.E. Degree in Computer Science is introduced with the approval of
the AICTE.

40 Year Saga of Faculty of Engineering and Technology is
celebrated.

Shri Rajiv Gandhi Prime Minister of India visits this University
among other places of Tamilnadu.

. Golden Jubilee Building is declared open by Hon’ble Prof.

K. Anbazhagan, Minister for Education, Government of Tamilnadu.
The Kumararajah Muthiah Hostel for Medical Students and
additional block of New Guest House are declared open by

Dr. M.A.M. Ramaswamy Pro-Chancellor.



M.Sc. Agriculture (Genetics and Plant Breeding) &M.LIS. are
introduced.

Diploma Courses in Bank Management, Construction Management
and Co-operation are introduced in D.D.E.

Opening of D.D.E. Building by Hon’ble Thiru P. Chidambaram,

Minister of State for Home Affairs.
Thiru Aninda Natarajan of B.Pharmacy wins the 1st Place in 100 M
and 100 M Relay and II Place in 200 Metres in the Athletic Meet at

SAF Games held at Islamabad.
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