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The location of Sri Lanka in close proximity to South
India was responsible for a large measure of mutuaj
influence. Sri Lanka the pearl shaped island,
approximately 65610 square kilometres in area, lies
off the Southern tip of India. Sri Lanka is seperated
from the Southern extremity of the peninsula of India
by the Gulf of Mannar and the palk strait, :he width
of the intervening sea at the narrowest point (Adam
bridge) being about 32.2 Kilometres. Little wonder
that Sri Lanka played practically the role of an out-

house of South India and that there existed close
contact between the two countries. Generally the

developments political social religious and cultural
which appeared in one country exercised their influence
on the other country.

—South India and Sri Lanka—K. K. Pillai—P.1.
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2. ‘The question of migration and influence arises only in
respect of historical times, for, in all probability in the
pre historic ages of old, Sri Lanka did not exist as a
seperate extity. It was but a part and parcel of South
India. The geological and geographical features of

both South India and Sri Lanka are similar in severa
tespects on the basis of which, Wilherm Geige;

rightly concludes that in times gone by Sri Lanka was
an out-stretched region of the Dekkan Plateau. He
says, ‘Ceylon is essentially a part of the Dekkan the vast
plateau of South India and consists geologically of a
solid mass of pre-cambrian crystalline rock chiefly
Biotitgneiss with bands of white crystalline limestone’.

—South India and Sir Lanka— P.2.
3- 2 2 Pa. 3‘_'5o
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16  South India and Sri Lanka— The kingdom of Jaffna—
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17. During the medieval times Jaffna was constituted into a

seperate and independent kingdom. Regarding the origin
of the Kings of Jaffna certain tradition are found
embodied in the quasi-historical works like the Yalppane
Vaipava Malai and Kailaya Malai. The Yalppana
Vaipava Malai states that “<in 717 Salivahana (A. D. 795)
Vgra Singan, a prince of the dynasty founded by king
Vijaya’s brother, made a descent upon Lanka with a
numerous force from Vada-dssam(India)and aftera severe
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struggle possessed himself of one half of the Lanka which
had been lost to his dynasty for a long time. He reigned
at Kadiramalai while another king reigned over the
Southern territories. Ugra Singa is stated to have
belonged to the dynasty of Panduvasa, Vijayas nephew,
Thus he is taken to have been a descendant of one of

those original kalinga colanists who had come with Vijaya
and settled down at Singai Nagar or Sinhapura—South
India and Sri Lanka-page-116.

48. *On the whole the most reasonable conclusions on the
basis of the available data are the following:

The Gangas of the kalinga country were the ancestors
of the line of Jaffna king who established their power
in A. D 795. Some time about the [th century A D
probable an account of matrimonial alliances with some

. Brahmins or Kshratriyar of Ramesvaram these king
described themselves as Arya Chakravartis.
-- South India and Sri Lanka -pa-124-125
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19. Frequently the Arya chakravartis had dealings with Tamil
Nadu ef South India and particularly with Pandian
king during several stages of their history.- ,, ,, p-126

2. On the whole, the Arya Chakravartis of Jaffna were
bound by ties of loyalty to the pandyas of South India.
The rulers of these dynasties aided eaeh other in times of
trouble.— ,, p-128.

21. It was not only in the political sphere that there existed:
a close contact between the Arya chakravartis of Jaffna
and the Pandyas of South India; it extended to the cultural
sphere as well. During the reign of one Pararaja:
sekaran, the Arya Chakravarthi a Tamil academy was
established at Jaffna by his brother Segaraja Sekaran.
It is said that Segarajasekaran who was himself an
authar of works on astrology and medicine brought a
large collection of Tamil Manuseripts from South India.
and founded the academy.

—— ” 29 p—13&
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31. ¥ LI—440-441

32. InSouth India, Hinduism which emerged as a result of the
fusion of the Aryan and the Dravidian beliefs came into
vogue, as early- as the Sangam age. From about the 3rd
century B. C, Buddlist and Jain influences penetrated into
the land. Several Tamils of South India embraced
Buddhism or Jainism, while the bulk of the people main-
tained their faith in Hinduism. During the 7th and 8th
centuries A.D, there was acute rivalry between these
teligions in South India. It may be said, that ultimately
by the9th Century A. D, Hinduism triumphed in a large
measure. In Sri Lanka, asthe other hand, the bulk ot
‘the people were converted to Buddhism beginning from tha
3rd century B.C. The island excepting:the northern parf
of it adopted Buddhism—South India and Sri Lanke
—Pa-152—153.
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33. Theearly Temples in Jaffna were those dedicated to Siva:
and Muruga. As seen earlier the Kataragama temple of
Murugan is of great antiquity and fame ,, P—155.
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52. The name Tambapanni applied to Sri Lanka in the past,
seems to have had connection with the river Tamraparni
which flows through the Tirunelveli District of South
India. It may be observed that the name Tambapanni
was applied to the island of Lanka, to Sri Lanka port
at the mouth of the river Arivi Aru and at the same time
to the river flowing near the town of Tirunelveli was the
occurance of the same name, in respect of the three
cases mentioned above, a mere matter of coincidence?
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58. Perhaps the most acceptable explanation for the bestowl
of the name Tambapanni to a town and to the
island is that one group of Aryan immigrants who
came to South India and thence proceeded to Sri Lanka
might have employed these names which they had become
familiar in South India. This too, is nothing more than,
an empirical guess.

—South India and Sri Laﬁka~P.5..
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59. Qum@ens TR — LS. 38, 39.

60. Lankadipa is said to ha e acquired the additional name,
Tambapanni, from the circumstance that the hands of
Vijayas weared men were reddened by the coppor coloured
sand when they threw themselves down at their landing
place and touched the earth. A variant of this belief is
that Vijaya and his followers applied the names Tamba-
panni on account of the red colour of the laterite which is
so charecterestic of the region in which they landed. This
is legendary and it seem to have been invented to explain
the name Tambapanni — South India and Sri Lanka -P.4.
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However it must be observed that the prehistoric excava-
tions and studies in Sri Lanka are not yet founded as
quite scintific basis. The conclusion drawn on the scanty
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material available must necessarily be tentative. It has been
rightly said that ‘the story about Pre - historie man (in
Ceylon)will therefore have to be retold from time to time by
different scholors approaching the Problems from different
scietific angles.
South India and Sri Lanka - P. 12
75.  South India and Sri Lanka. P. 12
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6. L sO@HLD — LG, 23, 24, 25.

77. *The vaddas an ancient people of Sri Lanka are fast dying
out. At present there are just a few thousands of them in the
jungles of the island. They still continue their traditional
occupation of hunting. The time honoured bow and arrow
are still part of their outfit. There arethree classes of vaddas.
Now one of them the wanniyas, alone continue to be
speaking Tamil. The other vaddas are the coastal vaddas
and the forest vaddas who are shorter and darker than the
wanniyas.. The wanniyas dress like tamil vil]agers of south
India, while the others have continued to wear poor clothing
conristing of mere barks and leatfy twigs...... South India
and 8ri Lanka —P . I3.

78. Anthropologists think that the vaddas do not belong to
any single racial stock. On the country the vaddas seem
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o phavausu p P Cus&Hen par.  BIGT Quuwir QsmeTL. L
yeeisen sllhé FhsL LT ST 58 et et G OTLD.
aprgl Qussers OsTL b BISTEE Qehims
ageTH e @b Gunpaoamwd ST PG ey per.”® BASIT,
@Quiést  @@aEG  mgaTser GTTLIBULD  FHTET
@arGorid. Gaurrsemanss Gumenmy @auisafler STWSLB
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to constitute a racial blend, mainly of the meditterranean
and Australoid stocks... In respcet of phyical features and
tradtional  occupation the vaddas are akin to the
Malavedam jrulas, and Shologas, the Jungle tribes of South
India...In Sri Lanka Kataragama has been famous through
the ages as the sacred seat of Murugan. It is belived that
king Dutugamunu, who Vanquished Ealara, handed over
the management of the'temple to the vaddas in whose
hands it has remained practically to this day. This
indicates that the vaddas were the original owners of the
sacred shrine of kataragama. It is also significant te
observe that the present kapuralas or priests of thetemple
claim their descent from the vaddas.

—South India and Sri Lanka. pa. 14 15.
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—FLPUPLD. SLOLpmiD—LI, 25.

&0. 8outh Iudia and Sri Lanka—pa.17-21
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81. Generally speaking, Sri Lanka, South India and the
Dekkan arerich in their rich Naga associations from
carlytimes.

— South Tadia apd Sri Lanka - pa-17-2
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4. The specific and geaeric principle of placenaming which is
highly efficient and so widespread as to be considered
universal-rests upon the basic

linguistic principle of
classification. "*—p. 1160.
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