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Carifl everiiiy, Beareueritiy Gurerp Geirdfsend errreromrs
Qeisfisiflsr  Qevefloupdeir pewr. Gmriiu b il Q&FuiSsEpid,
AsmarS SisdGw woHSse Yopsesd @D GLbQup
ST meT. SSTHTL. eurhsmssE@ o sayb  staflu oy Hledwed
&E(hSHE&T SiflEid ST LB ST DIT.  IDEZEDOTF &b 5 & = &
ST B erm -efewL e el sTeTOLGHSSTDS.  FHEISS
ClFrelsd dilorEis DausGHL D) &I TEGHEET UG S50 L 6T
eraflgled  Blemewrellsh = Glameirer $ 5&sa1emEHUT6d CeuefludlL L1
St per. Glsuslizifled Cuesmassit wWsTGar HDSWS BbLIB b HIb
ue g ileflwed GQeFusdser &rentiLBHE T DT STEHTM Fn MEUTILD.

5. @Qewsslw @ &paensor G’gsv/r,oi,me

‘suerhd Slp’ ersirm @ s 1985 oy1b Spevr () FGrmLlig
Apbs  Geaflleunpdlearmns. @ ssr  QAlwi ap. FsrHeud
aerp sBprAfwi. mredsir WP s e s e sflesr  sueri & Héw b
sllpssupsrusdar  wprGarppSHpGL o sayp  auemsudsd
Feidzsp Curpmdssiu@ips sTor erasiUL Pararsl. (@6
e 51fls0 Gvsdluid whmb Guwrfl Spiioys &L Hsorser wiHBW
s ersilsd Bl Qumdlsr per. yHuws Q&:r_oﬁsﬁrra’sa@gdr{
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LT 6IeUT &S ST euTLILL! eﬁmpm (Wply b S6aeD T ymgtﬁ?@@sﬁ@m
usnL_ L &seTwmreyb @)L bGuhmisteng G s5fdl mai.

‘@ mefluih’ srs%r'r_r) @svééeﬂw @)sp 1979 g9b gy er®
FGrrlnelmbs GQeusflaimpdlsrnsl. G)sar 9QAAwir Geusor
sTTUQITTOUTH . QUWHESG T hpuUTm & MDafleT &HhS &HI&SePeT
s eroflepowiras wreumd YAbsHE G ESTerEpD  eueTITEITLD
SLPdrursajn, o rurid eurulersas TS5 olers 3
dmng Qeualsp. @& . G)LCu hmsirer eNerTbUTEISET gl
G ner dapid QUi Slulswer Geuaflliu@SSHID @wpem pulsd jemio b
57@&'55&'; STTHCnTID. SslensEeir, eflerbUrEissT, BIWIE S
s6r GUTSTDEAITAL. & DT &5 BISHeDeT S STRSECW @) fled
QeuafluIL_LiLl.® earmdleir Devr. '

5.1 @Qurgeremibliy

Qsudizenr® G spseflgubd Geddwb  Qsriiurer
QFuidlaGeor  gblad sroviu@der ner. o&rrd, Qmifl
unolu & GorEdr, salewBEer, @ mner HMHSHIE 6T, @G el
2 pidlerigsr, wHSHIUE & DPlyssar @) aialgsflar ospwiiy
DM HBHISTT Hl. 7 : : !

5.1.1 sy&sgms)

sueT(hd Sy YFAAwir GErrH v liyser  uew
aubemp Ceuafllill Bererairrsowred  @&rrd wupdlu QFufser
- ueeyb  wempwrs Glaislshld  QenafludL Liu@dl .5 per. @) Hlsd
CErpEsmar S&r-wpsew aflmruld Qzr@riug wupndluyw, om
CUITHEGSGL Usy. Q&n,mesm @) & evoT L Cerbul_gwsd &mealg
ubHluywrer sGsidasr @b Qubpierersr.  &rTHufeir
- euarisfulenerd HIlnsar G eumsIgid  Gemer Qar(Hs L
uL @eireresr.  Qar Hid pLiTuisd upﬁm .as@,ggjsas@)w 'Lr,m@
@) Slev sﬂsmsa;uu;@" 6u (&l s5T mewT .

CuUr(psl TeTD. @h G?urr@msmi; GNEs U QT mhssr
srawliu@dlerner. @& Ssrrd Wpe» puisd £,L‘pamsvmn__surrg‘
CQasrGgsSHS SriuL_Berer. A :
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(st.&T)

b - sHivempuyd Guraps:

Qrey - Qereurws

sThur® - s8i wepub QuTas

5@@5&) - @rea Qumrapsl

& EWT LD - &Saurenflewioll G UTUPSI

"a@ré;assi) = O mesTeiter S&msmevLl Quﬁ'@g}
WS - Gymer gwEdlujerer STEHEOLICLITIPS)
&l ig ureb - QBmer dlevgd sTewevll GlLT el

I :
5.1.2 Q@Quri) uplw &L Genygsmser

‘  B1lp cusrirsfssras @eudlsp CorbmelsEsul (Herer sred
Qurll (spuiey) vbhdw s @Gorsst @ Héd o Hsb srewrd
u@dlet mewr.  HAfled aupEIELh A G wriflE Qarhsenerd e
Sligig st ? Qerpaefler eureorm, sBlegpw 19pELTIHS
CasrLiiyh Gurerp Gmifl upndur SLBenTrEer &mresT i@
& e3T pevT.

6T. &BIT.

SilflesT sewor eupni@G 9D Qurifé Qerhaewerts 1915 515
SOl Plous NG WP DOUGWTE Heui S Qurifluler wpup eur
wr Hew pujid o Bl bElBS S0 @eTHLmLLTSSTGD. Y SSTous)
S bliflest Gwr ifluiemioliny (Structure of Tamil language) slupsGs
2 _flu sedser (phonemes), pedwenioiiy (phonetic structure)
- GouirgGlersd (etyma) usdl, e, Geor Hewew (morphemes
and semantemes) @psaweuhBler sureurpemp o BHbEHS B
Caiwor @b - eTeirLg GureiTn SHESISEeT @b QT Iflé SL.Benr
&eaflsb )1 1b Gl bmieTarer. () eiieurm ST Siau Slesrmed 19 G i fle
Gl & i s 6ir ST Sl HTw SPIGe eTapgion s HGL LulHE e HUBLD
STET YLD 1Y F1F ClFTeLVT & BBIGN D56 s D& B) B HiewewrLflujb
sréé'rp Bsmasulsy @) &L (Henys6r Gleuarflude L1’ Beirer 5
Qs fluien bl s .
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5.1.3 &aflem & &6

&eflem & s 6ir aﬂsua,w @ma@g@sv @)L_1b @ugeﬂmpm @mm
&flEhTsswer o (hour&Es ()& Lgs};@m‘mg} &elew & B6IT (LpeVLD
SUlflar ClUmenwe»WL LIsH» D FTDHNISISTELD DJWLD b D6 en S .

6T, &IT.

“u,mp'mcg‘g)fr@w sTTLIT(HLD WU b 5AC ! 2 6t meiTLITSD
UHmHEm o eTewars SreT LUTHEISTH — Gloum 1) HEVLD

Bepwpwi eurlp eumend HSHewBw! eresr 'QSLEGHQ'
- Brepupsnertl . ury HGeusir  presr '’

5.1.4 Gpir & & 55567

*@peaflwd’ steiTp @) 516D & e EHSHEEDeTE HL BT
g 6 &)y b > e»ruITL 60 euig o eYith & Tewy LB T HEIT. ©_DIWITL 6D
aulg efleD oW IohHGleTen & et &(HS HlG&eT L& sTaflewouiTs wTel
rreyib yfbs GC&TerEnd euensullsd Iewiobgiererer. Cosib
& DEHES DD bV leT&EITES &L (BT &6 g,mml_ir,gj & T 6uoT L1
LB lesr mevT .

oT. &T.
: ¢ suswreiler waeafli ’° g flerrib @EHsO WHETleNTES Fn MID |
Cpr&Gar@® erapsLULL aflevemsv. Ibs - S F&ETTSSler (1pSHeD
Grrésd waeflic  HlewnETalrwedm® bs LT 560 & Wen T u,b,u_‘ﬂés‘
Fo D161 ST LD '

s)fﬂsmsu wasefifedr G uimiiibsnLD @w&&;’amgqi,_ L|ST6WLD
B6V 6 11y LD @ty pricifstowwyn  Qurmst @ préansu)id
QeuafliL®B S | evrioseuflsir & ewr i-eurii-ail Jlemevem i g (sentiment)
Cari(® o emaluisd psw muilsd @‘mea;srﬂ'!f;_m'sb Srr HeumILiL|E
Qsreter eneusgl * ‘LTS Semiweni Goehsv G o) 1o i 15w Lodi @ L
BILug SHpeier Hpasrerai aTUTOMEGL Sari o fld
FapsTIW 9| VDS & Eh & LD HL_e Lol & 6wl it &Ik pri’ @a’;surr@ :
SIS &MSSISEEHL T @)& &1L (HewraEsir a‘ﬂmrﬁj@'aﬂs‘o’r‘mm

_‘5.!.5 a;mg"u.:n'l_w ‘apm,m - a‘ilaré;a;zb

“Q@m)wu_'m %mmGurrsu glor_rr,'ngJai ' GU"'.D.’ﬁm
sr@mwlqw GTLDTTU'—’“"—ﬁ@ .
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eTSTD G DEHES 2 wruTLsd cped sTaflu BewLuled ) Heir
&sBSH S1p emwrm MerssULBE Dai: _

Q&sved : %mw mhsipiysmary s RUESSST ROSHS
@sTereugs Gurew BT BID 2B 2 _DILILSDRTUND L Sl
Qarerer CeuewrGOT STHHT? ’

Qu@p : Llls BSTHTE 2 WIS STUI.

QFsveutb : sTiiLIg STSEBET YL EGHuGH? pWSES O THD
BlsLeweuGwi?

Qu@p : ‘‘UTIEES SETSeuHew DI LITTTENLD & 63oT 68T L &% LD
Cuss ,g)srrgm,:_i)m,mﬂ CuerTewd eITWL &&LD
Calash sSarsohHenms CHETTedd STHL SSLD
QarLd sarsunewmnsds CsrLrenw GlLuiwL &S
WPHIS SETHSUDHD (PESFTEOW PSESL S’

5.1.6 gwelw e_gjummﬁ'asﬁr awy sFwsrwy GCurs
: Flemerr Glsuenlu® & &/ F60

Gpeflu o minGerisafler Ul guend euiser GlEFuiws
Gouetrrigwi uenflsepd @) siclsfled &Ll sd &TLL LU@E s meor. .
GperTw Quéssder @ pBlapen Dseir o dlwerajn @) Fle
O &TBH&ESLILHElST Dot .

(s1.&m.)

; e Gum@mer mIsTeay Gammrerarsd & H@&flw wer L S&&
Cer paewers gapl alflner apys Fleversse.

POHUT GDNMTIWE GHEHDT n D NNITEHTHEBHLD Tnlg @6lT

Cararepsd Gurerp QBN Y paer @il sl & rewr LG
&lett Deor . :

S 1.7 vGsHus &MLy SsT

Gnaflwd @5 fld Gper smSHESEDLST 0 SDH0E
& Doy ssr Aevaj @)L b G b mysirerest. wesfl 2 _1_edl6v 2_6vsr L @D
Coprurser uppdlw CFuiFsend o8 bHaTest wmSHIudE GOLY
.as@r_b @) suail B 1flsv GQeusfld_LiL@ et per. @) Es S5 FHidkEen T
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Gprru&?suﬂs‘&r@ SEISWMNTS &THSHIE ClETarenhb auenasullsd (pesTElewrd
Ffléewmasurs GuwmhesTersrab, Csemeuwmer w@Hbsie @mmmw
sewL 1919 GEa b (1pig FlesT D .

(e1.&m.)

““ouffwurs QUEBEIGLIsD B)pE@GL  mHISST e
(Entamoeba Hisorlytica) Wa&d Apbs 2 L6 wrdinuiedm bsi
sGQmwwrear WEghs Sudampssid GhTUISer alenT 2 T TEb .
Q&b SrumwW DD UPES QIPESEIGTTS QRHOIDT S BTG LD
G LU Yewrewfledl(hb b8 BIrss5s GUurenwd Gl bl S60eS remsvu|Ld
Flov Coaumeraseilsdy @& sragw’’® eeruar Gumrerm Gleurdlseir
Cpruist o HGHEweTud B5HG WSS QFudsrp wsop
Wenemujib T®SGHI eflewds @ blesr mevr .

6. Fops @spsT I CsmpHmid

FPSTWSH HGLU vweaTUBD U QU fHlsswer 2 sirerL & H
auBoIRT QleiumswsE Frihs @) spsarTS. @) Fe ereedTSs
Qruifas@pd SwHSH SrewTOUBL. G)siuemwa @) sipsafls sremre
L@ GlFudlasdr SmaTSSHID TCID PHaumsUTD LESEHSEL
LTSI &dnlqul, Seouiasengl Abaenerswws STerL &g u
UMHEUTED S eWLOHHISTEOTEST 6TETEUTLD. Q60T I EHF6ufl 6TSTMH eUTJ
85 1985-94b 1B s Qeuaflaimd ngi. @umqge%@&r,r_i),mrr'r_b
Cured erreheswrar Csiidsamears. srud @eusdsp Ceaef
updlar ngl. @) seir S ANwd . eTerv. 661V . LoewwwisiT sTeTLIGUIT .
srsu@svrr@sml_tu ST SMBHUD  HUCHID QUSRI LD [ WLD B
DL L ggiL et @)s Geueflemlesr mgi.

Guibured eterp @)sp 1982-91b Geor® apsed G auefl
UGBS nGI. @) ser - gAAwiT Hw. Cu. &. Brfibwey Bru®.
Q)Fled Gurgiours ereTs #QslifsEnnd SVBS  Gaueflud _CIL®
dleir pewT.  Fleliel 510D @ mIflevds SLBmra@pd  Gleuafluie i@
dlearper. H&G @& @i G wG@wTi (bilingual) @ swprE.

‘Jé,é_ﬂ Qsutdl wL ' ereirp @)Y 1984 9D D euT(D
s&d Fisaemr geme B miauearsSer Eriurs Slp. stev. 6. LT
&LITLOGTII6ST 6T 63T Lieu i 60 Ceuafllii UL ® eumpdpg. G ser
QAwE  Fwm. u. Agburpraesr. @S0 TOOT  euemESWITET
Cruigaesd  Geueflul LiuGHsit pear. &L DewrsEsir GumreT pemeu
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fls ereflu eursfwsisenerd Carsr® Sjsww bslsiterer. Guogib
erailgled wreup yhhbss Qarererdsmigw  aiensudsd 3|eM LD I
slsTengl. F&F e, sad Qeurd L 6TEST 1 (3) (15 61 60 & LI T &
@eisf spssr Qeuaflid LL@SsiT near. |

1. o plsfwed Q& usHlasr
SIS G ssir
surpeilwed uEsd (Feps o B FHseir)

2

3

4. semsefler Qumenio

5] C&'sumrrsu'o‘rsﬁm u b plw Gl&usdser
6

FPSTWE ClFuHser

sTeTn aumsuls) SBHSBSseT @)susdFpEatles STHSSH1E g mriL’
(Merarenr.

6.1 ypialwed G e&uis)aser

3| Dlefluisd b S Q&u&ﬁ&mm 6TeVUT (9] Sp&EHLD Gl euerd]
B &lesr pevT. @) sirew Pw 9y Pl usred o1 Ger h G Slemesr @)eiied 5 1p
&6 ,rﬁwa;@j sTHSHE sTL(HEleT mevr. o Bilefurey Claus Flseir sugms
- GisaGer  (GleDemev STTEUTID. 9| SSMEW (T @pa;.fﬂu_r [C) [
ﬁmmu Glu b mysiTer &I @mmg)w S Deflwed. 2 wdle) eTH5 @)L
| 5)60 ydlsres gearmn sam@ln ssuul Lraib 9 s ubsu efleurib
B spser apev TEHID @B pew DuTsd Qmsrﬂd_uraﬂs&r'mg,j. J56ff eur
smeilaafledr LwaTUT® ST eewed Guireirm O us & & emermu) o
Bispser Gauaflul@ et Devr .
(7. &r.) =
Ceusitemer o L s Fovds Csr@ser oewflibs ALV 6T §9I LD
UTSRTID Fremevuilssr 155Ul Bar ribdssg. DM M &6aT
Sjréser wrHlfl sLlm wssHsd @ip esitersy. STL(DF F&& T m
a;srr @p,H P giLb @JLL’JULLL casmLILIT &lemm erv é‘mwﬂq. Sewevuey
2® 4. . &rGQuwrr. ALV ereirug srofluinidl seny s 4
(Adtonomous Land Vehicle)’’ (ggmtr@esuﬂ,‘ 1987 : 38).
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6.2 6T (Pe)f] LLi6D LIG&BID

QuUTsITS FapsTuls S BenL Quaydlerm £iGsHEsmenr,
GObUTSl  CuaNaEnsE QopssluGdarn GClsrHamwsener
Qeuelzsp ( gerTEhsefl ) g amGHnsl. qTHSHEETLI LTS,
&T 5605515 Hredlsi g u SewTeusit amaTalsnw wmbas a6 nmimL
CluewTemewr SlHoewTid G Ful HIC)ET T MITLD, O FHATT6D LO6WEITEN
‘u@dlsirm sisTuBIsSmer @il sy UL 199 SH1E &TLBE DS,
B swerrtl LY G S L) DSTeuG Gl &6iT SEIHEHTE &I & 5)h0) & TeiTem
Fflw qpuHF Qruiw Ceuctsr(Hb 61687 D  HT6vT(H S 6D @g,m CLPEVILD
&lenL_&&leT &I sTHT MIrsD g1 Llew % w657 My .

6.3 gsovmselsor G LgsID

L Suriseflsst eunuleOTHLT LI SeVEISET LITL LI
@eirenesr.  emeu FlwsHlwmiserrall uiflswril g sisirerewr. (86T my
DT B si1elevd & wi i eir SEISefleT GLIHeDinsewerLi uen m Fm b
OQeveflaubserr. o5 CuraGel gwewrehsafluh Ls»pw FbsH0m
&6flesr GCILI(H6w LOUTEMEDT 6TELVT EEEFID oMb ClETETEHLD OIEHS
uIs0 Qeuaflud B su@bHH DGI.

6r. &ITr.

““ Garemaildmbs L sGs UFHDeTTH D HITHSH
- esiter ErrwssHsE  9BHD weweliug Sulsd snieursd
& Uy wenflur Gsmrelsh ojm i bgiser g i :

Bbs Caruisdsr sefls Apliyb, oyHlsd @,ﬂ?wtli‘)‘é}@i@tb.
Quriiens, <& Gsruledsd of hBlHEG &) s»pausilsr GlLme»w
Bleupew m % G @gmﬂmn‘a @) sl & 1p 6“]'@;_35@]:5&5”‘1__@:@‘@@] OV
Gu;rstrr'r_r) asl_(}“m[rassn ng_rrrl_r,@; Qmaﬂuﬁ?l_uua_@w m@eﬂmg)m

6.4 Qmmmmrmw& ingﬂasm

Gevarrewremw  Bid  HrL W&ESEBSG QI .@,u}uusm wTesr
ng‘;ﬂsurr@w 5B Qeuerrarmanio & HHs UOGal 1y Gl s
Lw&EEEEE@ el wpen pullsd Hemi_tiLg) Bevev 51— G s 6m e sur giib
dal. HU&Cougrer Coierrameniod QeulSlaepd (G 6silsipsasd
QL Qumidler pest, L&irs o rEIS6Tr, HbsiEsT u b olw GeulH
&emer - GleuafliuEg & & Gevermesnten o g @‘g,rrgﬁsu nggxw GLogpith
QUETT @msﬁl,e_r;g)asar gqumﬁmpm
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6T. &,
eurLed GpTuyhm G seTener wrEsafls)  s6r’ &) D@ o s Ted
'er'r_bu@Lb LOT D) D)k & 6T . -

CBHC BT S TibUS KD wr s Hleir g LT g Slebd fAm Aoy
ol eugeu) ysraflserrss Casmreir i 1Isiry & sh Ay B mg
Slreuwrs augw rivlé@n. Gprulsr Sy 9] Sl& T @G g
yeraflser S’ @dsarrs wrhl Gued CHTadll Lreas oyribi9s@m”’.

6.5 gamisE e

BT &S &6 &EEHET 1o HlsL sTafl sr & L1Flwrd 19 UIEWEX .
Qaarred Geudlsmerd HAm Any  semE@GsaTTs QeuaGL.G
sumpdler nar  @leusisipser. (3 Hed Ceuafloupd &1 am) 85 s i
QuBpuTred FWsrwd QsuidsmarGu srmd bl hlesT Moo .

(7. &ir.)

- ‘‘@mdleor bsr  BTLig et ‘gmw,msa'rrm sCevtTL_euflsh) gmﬂ
uTussd u‘r_u_gi)ru Yrritdfls Sws o _erergl’’.

‘2 L eded QsTUpLlILE FS5 51 9SS Lilgar & Tsd LG 5 Tsen e
&1 g phuBSlTpaT. &, &TH, GsTewi. GuUretm L& Sl safled
.G)&rr@uq Uiy eusTed 1drsFflensr (Flebemev’ .

~ 6T6BTLIGUT Guwmp @j@;}&;@sm WESEHEGL LNIGT ST
Fon_ £, LI 6 61 I IT (1D .

6.6 FwsTwLE 67511:157667'7'

FupsTWS D  BLESSTD eTbewur Blapifsennd (@) 5 eper
SLEGID. qHSHISSTL LTS, Gurireds QereallCGw Hur elag
UT U HGTTIT6) 6TSHBMEIT L& FHISTLID DL fbHeri, 6T6l16um M)
Sjsieury GeaafllGu Plwg, sSTred wWoEEZET WL b5 (@) bt 607 6L
sar wrenel, @) ser eurulevrs sghHuUL L. FupsTwEQs® u b pluyio
Beusil gpmer GleulfEsmeariyid & L_(Hl6e®> 0 &6 o1 1Ly L Qmaﬂu_‘th_®5rrmm.

6.7 Curmiip | elerm - afsmL

@,g,-ggesaﬂsb sileorm ~eflewi 1t Quiri iy ser Bliib  Qum

sugrd  Bleubewml g BT Apfésw & mpeir QumS pri
- &elr. 4y $lu q;ﬁm Ol F 1) &l & @ LD a;smra;@a;@a; eﬂsml__asélmpm.
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Uy &5 WHEEEHESG B)& U auflsafly o sl yRfaTrmal stoor
rh. Guaid Uvsroull  QFuldssperujid - S umsulsd
@5 oemwdps. @eidarr - et Guriiguis® Geu bl
Qubpeuis@rse Cuaih Cuaib AbHss BS55 CurLguisib
Qeumn ) QuDBeussTBLd sTeiT D Syieud sTerMIEl DGl (3) ST T6D
Uy @)sip&semertl Ly &8s Smiser o Hlemeull GCluwmEdls Glsmerer
o) aufleuGLLgsTas emwd Dg.

6.8 Sy &enler LW 6T &6

C@’)dmﬁ]g@&aﬂsb &I BT LILISITH6MET LD & 6T LA bsi
Qa&reTEpd suswsuis) &1 HWrasEHd GFUISlE @& MDyseEpn Glauafl
W Ou@ElsT mer. @) FeweTll Ligd@Gd  LDEEHET )BT LILIEH T
BT 9N bHl Careaw® swEGs Camaumrar QUTmLEmerd
G§ﬁ§®§®§@' BIsTensH& 2 sl Clsuidlerngl.

(1. &r.) usVE Senr

@& Q& srulsd UL (Hib. Q)ssr  G)weusar Sl ewL.
Wrseh, &GLUS®a [ GloTHUSHF FDTs QETEITL epawTS
o|b GBEGL. @ser Gerid soTOSEED, Bomwsapd Anbs
2 amaIT&S SBSLILUGEA NS  SHIaTiD umay, urd umpiy opdlul
wousEpL T CFissd SO BSHID, GUOUTESD 2 arGaur®
C&i 5 Hib a_e'a'mmrsvrrtb” '

- @& Gumer p uw@;ml_w G)aru.:,@asmar @msﬂg,gp&m»
aug__prm@aﬂsbr,r_r)m :

7. @spseh s@srww

@) s psaflsr ausdlewwepws vbBHuyb s, wisaflent Guw
CluHmisiTer GlFsbaursdlenerl) L bhMluyb s meibhs wewfl (1964:129)
*‘l have no doubt in my mind that the future of the Democracy
in India lies in the hands of the press of the country.’’
sT&iT M1 @& ML Beui . TG 57 suflud LITeusd Caulsls Q& T dssmer
F&dl auruibs FTHeTEISa @) 5LPEHEBHLD, @ﬁﬂ:ﬂ;ggsﬁa O TR
sl QubmeTerSISTeT  *cLd A Nenssafesr wpESluwr @& HlEGssmsir
FpSTWE GoemeuGuiw r@ib. usg Sflenad giemm reyn eédaimrui
B55. SLOLUUGSSOULTS Qeusirerioneor g steleumr M LulT semem
Wb pEr T Sewenujh apPsy H&H1 BrEw QrudpCsr g Cursrg
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s GUUGSSIUL TS QGuenrdsear Brient Cw  9flss51e7@ 1D
STETM W&T ST &T hdl Fm Hlujerenens eTOSHIF Carevsld LGSl
flemas Qumifl, Hmeir Gures meweu LDMH elewd@E i Loewflwesr
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18. KONGU LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTICS

K. KARUNAKARAN M. JAYAKUMAR&

C. SIVASHANMUGAM
Bharathiar University, Coimbatore.

Introduction

The objective of this study is to present a brief outline
of (i) the use of Ianguages (ii) the various types of
linguistic studies that have been made so far with reference
to these lauguages and (iii) some of the problems pertain-
ing to the existing bi or multilingual éituation in some of
the areas of the Konguland from the pomt of view of
modern hngunstlcs (structural and socnal) As thas study is
the first of its kind WhICh dea!s with Kongu languages and
linguistics at one place, an attempt has been made here to
present a brief review of the early studies that have been
“made by some of the scholars in the past. "There are three
dimensions viz. i) 'description of"TarniI speech in use in
Kongu region, ii) the practice of m'x]cmty vs minority
languages in the area concerned and m) the patterns and
problems of the existing bi / multnlmguahsm Based on
some of the observations and findings of scme of the
studies that have been made by various scholars at different
perlods an attempt has been made here to suggest certain
strategies for undertaking more systematic research studies
on Kongu languages and linguistics in the futurc which will
be of immense use for making a more adequate and
authentic history of the Konguland. History of a land as we
all know, is a coherent presentatmn of all those rélevant
facts.and figures of various events, works, etc. pertaining
to the people of that particular land, chronotoglcally ina
more systematlc and well formalised way. :
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So, a study of this type will be supplementing certain
facts, figures as well as new thoughts relating to the
structure and use of the languages of the area and their
linguistics.

Kongu Languages

The ma'jority language of the Konguland is Tamil.
There are. a number of minority languages both tribal and
non - tribal which are in use in various parts of the Kongu
region. Languages like Toda, Kota, Paniya, Kasaba, Kattu-
naicka, lrula, Lambadi, Kurumba, Kadar are the significant
tribal - languages of the area. However, there are’ certain
dialects of Tamil as well as Kannada spoken by the tribal
groups such as Malasar Pulalyar Muduvar, Solagar etc.
Languages like Telugu, Kannada, Ma,layalam, Urdu, Tulu,
Konkani, Gujarathi, Mara_thr,' Hindi, etc. are the non -
tribal and literary languages which are in use in some of
the areas of the Konguland. There are certain distinct
Tamil as well as Kannada dlalects spoken by the scheduled
tribes living in the hill areas viz. . Kollimalai, Paccaimalai,
Kalvarayanmalai, Servarayanmalai,,Ja_vadhumalal, Anaimalai,
Dimbam, etc. These Iangua:ges“belong to two different
language famllles viz. Dravidian and Indo- Aryan Amaong.
the Dravidian languages of the area, many of them are tribal
languages spoken in the present day Nilgiris district. Most
of these languages have now been described linguistically
and grammars (linguistic descriptions) are available for
these Ianguages - However, S|gn|f|cant and adequate
attempts have not been made so far to make wntlng systems
for these Dravidian tribal languages though there is a
language policy according to which, wherever a new wntmg
system is made for a minority / trlbal languaae of a region,
it is adwsable to make the new script system based on the
,scnpt system of the majorlty language of the region or state
language For example, when we try to make a writing
~ system for the Toda or Kota language of Nllgms most of the
scrlpts will be based on the Tamil scripts and only some of
the distinctive sounds excluswely found in these languages
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(like the centralised vowels, fricatives, etc.) have to be
given new symbols as additions to the Tamil script system.

The common language of interaction for inter and
intra group communication and interaction in majority of

cases is Tamil. However, there are certain dominant
minority linguistic groups which make use of their Ianguages
for the intragroup interaction ‘as well. This in no way

minimizes the use of the regional language in formal or
informal situations, because for all practical purposes Tamil
(the majority language) is used.

The earliest extant grammar of Tamil, namely,
Tolkappiam speaks of dialect variation found in Tamil by
classifying ‘the Tamil land ‘into various sub-regions. So,
the study of Tamil speech and its variations is not a new
area of study for Tamil grammarians and. linguistics. How-
ever, after the advent of the modern structural Iinguistics
we are able to describe Tamil dialects more adequately,
exphcntiy and in a _well formalized manner. Thaough,
some references and sporadic resesarch papers on Tamil
dialects with particular reference to the classification
appeared at different times, the first fullfledged description
of a Tamil dialect of Kongu region was published by the
Annamalai University in the year of 1971 under the title of
*’The Kollimalai Tamil Dialect’* written by K. Karunakaran.
This was based on the research conducted by the author
from 1964 - 68, to describe the speec_h» behaviour of the
Kollimalai tribes, linguistically. The people of Kolli hills
area popularly known as Kongu Malaiyalis (here the term
malaiyali refers to a person who lives in the hills) are also
known as Konge Gounders, but classified under the ST
group. The naming itself brings out the regional identity
which they possess. The practice of giving names such as
Kongan, Konga gounder, etc. for males and Kongayi,
Kongalayi, Kongi for women folk are quite commonly
found. Also it is quite interesting to note that the names
of some of their local deities are Kongan, Kongalayi, Kongi,
etc. which very well bring to light that they belong
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to Kongu land and speak a dialect of Tamil with lot of
deviations from the so-called standard spoken variety.

As far as the non-tribal minority languages of this
region are concerned most of them are used only for oral
'c'{ommunicative purpoée, for intra group interaction and as
home language for several centuries. However, after the
mdependence as per the constitutional safeguard measure
for the mlnonttes and SC/ ST population of our nation, some
of these languages were gradually introduced in formal use.
For example, languages like Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam,
Urdu, etc. are being taught as second languages in some of
the bi / multilingual areas (like the border areas of neigh-
bouring linguistic states). Also some of these languages
have been given the status of medium of instruction in the
school level, in the above said areas. '

So, we find that the languages of the area - both
majority and minority (including the tribal languages) have
been linguistically described but for some of the tribal
dialects like Solaga, Paliya, etc. The Centre of Advanced
Study in Linguistics at the Annamalai Umversnty has bought
out the phonclogy, vocabulary and grammars of some of
these Drawd;an Tribal languages of the Kongu land during
the last 20 years. A study of the Lambadi language spoken
in the Mettur area of the Kengu region has been carried out
by Radhakrishnan (1883) which presents a fullfledged
grammar for that Indo-Aryan language. Yet another study
on Lambadi has been made by Boopathy (1980). This
dialect of Lambadi is being spoken by the tribals living in
the Dharmapuri forest area. For the first time the so- called
Dravidian dialects have been adequatly analysed and given
the status of mdependent languages based on the studies
conducted by the Annamalai University. [t is worth men-
tioning, that p;oneermg research has been made by
Emeneau and Burrow, as early as in the 1930s with
reference to the description of Nllgms languages and
dlalects The;r monumental work rname Iy Dravidian Etymo-
logscal cht:onary was a mtlestone Preparatmn of a
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systamatic language planning model for a nati'o’r\‘larg'é‘l_y
depends on the reflection of bi'/ multilingua[_‘nature “of
different regions of the nation and its national goal. India
is a multi - lingual, multi - e*thnic,'multi - religious socio-
linguistic : giant like USSR. Study of languages and their
regional and social variations, “relationship of majority vs
minority - languages in  terms of linguistic features and
social relationship, attitudes of the minority linguistic group
towards the existing language policies of different regions
are some of the areas that need to be studled before
proposing.any Ianguage policy: :

Language Use

Identification and study of bi / multilingualism in a
region can be carried out by applying domain cluster
analysis. The habitual Ianguage use in dlfferent domains
such as family (among .dl‘fferent_ groups), fnendshlp,
neighbour - hood, traditional social mstltut;ons mass-
media, religions, etc. can be grouped under primary domain
cluster. Ldnguage use in this cluster is evolved in response
to the needs of tha speech community. There is no external
or gevernmental direction to use a pérticular language in a
particular domain of. this cluster. Language use in the
secondary demain cluster includes languages in: practice in
judicial system, police, modern education, mass media,
economic institution, democratic institutions and other
modern institutions of the present day democracy, centra-
lized economic system, modernization and industrialization.
The communication net - work due to necessity expanded
from the village level (in this region a single speech commu-
nity) to ‘higher level multilingual situation. An empirical
study (Jayakumar, 1985)" conducted among’ the' minority
linguistic groups in the Dharmapuri district, a true represen-
tative of bi | muitilingual region of Konguland, revealed the
peripheral normative diglos's‘ia. That is, the minorities are
found to use their mother tongue in congruent situations in
family and in in - group than in the domains of village,
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education and employmentregardless of whether the compo-
nent selected was a person, place or topic.

A study pertaining to multilingualism in the Nilgiris
district has been started by the Department of Limguistics,
Bharathiar University sponsored by the UGC, New Delhi.
This study which is in progress now aims at the description
of bi / multilingualism: among the south Dravidian tribal
and nen-tribal languages and the functional importance of
these languages in such a multilingual context.. This study
includes factors such as language maintenance, language
shift, language loss, linguistic convergence, language
attitudes, etc.

Language Attitudes

A successful language planning should always reflect
the attitudes of the speech community concerned. The
study of language attitudes in soc;ohngu:stlc works can be
classmed under three heads viz.

) ‘those dealing with language oriented or language
directed attitudes.

it)  those deahng with c'ommun-i‘fty (wide stereotyped
: impressions = toward  particular language or
language varieties).

iii) those concerned with the implementation of
: different types of language attitudes.

: Empirical studies regarding the attitudes of the mino-
rities toward the present day language practices are yet to
be conducted. Since Kongu region has several linguistic
border areas the study of language attitudes of minorities
is considered as quite significant. A study conducted
(ibid) in the Dharmapuri district reveals that the linguistic
minority groups in the border areas prefer mother tongue
education '.alt the, primary level. However, a progressive
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assimilation with the majority is accepted at higher levels of

education. A matched technique was conducted to esta-
blish whether different varieties of Tamil evoke distinguish-
able stereotypes for different types of bi / multallnguals
Competence, integrity and social attractiveness were
measured and found that the standared Tamil was given
higher score for all characteristics. Tamil speech by Telugu-
Tamil bilinguals was placed next in the order:. Tamil speech
by Urdu - Tamil bilinguals who live predominantly in the
Denkanikotta and Krishnagiri taluks was given a low score.

Language Maintenance and ldentity

Since different language groups in the Kongu border
areas live in multi-lingual multi-cultural environment the
genesis of clear social categories for each social group is
unavoidable. The social group membership in this context
is well defined and the primary and secondary socialization
introduce social norms to the members. Members in this
border area (Dharmapuri) recognized caste, language,
orientation towards future employment, membership in a
social group and majority - minority status as the bases for
social categorization. The attribute viz., caste is a clear
social category. The term Tamil language group is primarily
considered as mother tongue speakers of Tamil. But in the
interior areas majority of the linguistic groups perceived
that speakers of any language may also be considered as
members of Tamil if they possess native-like mastery of
Tamil. The identification of various dialécts,; knowledge of
casual and careful speech styles and ability to write Tamil
in different contexts were considered as native like control.
To our observation minorities who live in border areas
maintained bilingual identity. A

Levels of Features and Perceptlon by
Telegu - Tamil Bilingual Group :

The following table shows the percentage - wise
distribution of subject who perceive the features.
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Minimum reqUiréd
for membership

Minimum required

: for membership
features & (perceived by the (perceived by
group) other groups)
4 Tamil

ik

AV

Vi

i) Dialect (of the area)
acquisition and

its use ; 5
i) Casual speech 63
iii) Careful speech 93
iv) Reading ability in

all contexts 12
v) Writing ability in :

all contexts 12
Telugu

i) Dtalect (of the area)
acquisition and

its use ) 62
ii) Casual Speech 779’
i) Careful Speech =92
iv) ‘Re_ading ability in v

all contexts 10

v) - Writing ability in
all contexts - 18

Membership in a caste

“which belongs to Telugu

mother tongue group

Orientation towards.
Government Employment

Perception of majority -
minority (Tamil-Telugu)
Status in the Community

Acceptance of social
norms of the greup.

69
72
78

17

43
52
93

13
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Table showing the percentage of subjects who are
proficient (native like control) in different languages. - -

Under-

Varieties Speaking Reading Writing
. standing W el LA
1 TAMIL.
1) Dialectin near 85" 78 0, A9,
. region FESEL
' 2) Careful speech 92 93 87 82
3) Casual speech 97 95 98 . 78
4) Standardvariety 99 94 97 97
5) 'Reglster i 94 ‘78 " Ny gy
(in offices, etc )
6) - Formal Iefttqrs 82 . 42, . 70 ' 82
(Register) (i v y o
il TELUGU -
1) Dlalect 82 75 82 79
(|n near reglon) &
2) Careful speech ‘91 83 87 83
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19. SOME ANTIQUATED CUSTOMS AND
THEIR REMNANT SURVIVALS

AS REFI.ECTED IN KONKU PROVENES,

Tmt. MEENAKSHISUNDARAM
Gnanamani Farm
Vellakkinar, Cbe-20

The topic of proverbs -is so wide, rich and vast, that
no book however extensive and compressed can do full
justice. An article of this size can hardly touch the fringe,
let alone evaluate it | have chosen for today a mere micro-
scopic molecule of this vast expanse, earnestly hoping, my
efforts to elucidate a few salient paints will be both frurtful
and successful.

In this paper ““PROVERBS" are studied and discussed
not for their linguistic content or for their literary exuberance
but predominantly for their anthoropological and ~social im-
portance. As such only the authentic, anthue appropriate
unalloyed ones are chosen.

| affirm and reiterate that no single proverb is a carbon
or otherwise respect form any compiled collection other than
the author’ s own done over a span of nearly 30 years or
more. The proverbs cited in this article are all in their
orlglonal colloquial form and pronunciation.

Let me start with an appopriate definition or two, a
sure pre-requisite for the topic. In'my book ‘*Kongu provers
- A study’ | have enumerated apart from my own quite a
few outstanding ones. To quote Proverbs are realistic
collective judgements arrived by the commumty resulting from
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personal individual experiences which they proclaim and ex-
pect to be conducive to societal welfare ‘1, Another very
interesting definition says that... ‘‘proverbs... are logical
units... artistic miniatures, reflecting living reality in a gra-
phic and finely etched form... the triple nature of proverbs
are... they are phenomena of language, phenomena of
thought and phenomena of folklore... "’ 2. *“...Proverbs sum
up a situation, pass judgements, recommend a course of
action or serve as secular past precedents for present action
...”"3, They have a universal existence and a global appeal.
The inteliectual acuman, so sharp and precise ‘‘alchemises’’
this floating oral literature into a unique goldmine. A study
-of proverbs is incomplete unless we assess what exactly
were the contributing contextual factors which made use of
the appropriate proverbs.

In India proverbs belonging to our various languages
have a striking similarity, yet as far as my long experience
with them extends, proverbs are never conveyed by drumming
as is done in some parts of South Africa and reported by

Alun Dundes. To quoate ° ... although most proverkts are
transmitted by speech, some on occasion are communicated
by drums’’. ‘‘Proverbs may be drummed’® on any occasion

‘’so long as the particular proverb in deemed appropriate by
the drummer or by the person hiring the drummer, appropriate
in terms of the particular situation and the particular addre-
sseet’’. In our country however we never convey them by
drumming.

| ~ Man'’s life commences at birth or mare precisely from

moment of conception, meanders through childhood, puberty
adolescence manhood, infirmity and concludes with the
tinate of ceath. This passage of time in all probability in the
ancient world was smgularly slow and uneventful and hence
man woke up to enliven the dull drab of these stages, there-
by satisfying his natural ego and his unanswered deliverations.
Thus the transition from one stage to the other was marked
with ritualistic grandeur, and ritiual became the outward ex-
press;on_ of his thought and the ‘vent’”’ for his pent up
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emotions and activity. These stages in our primitive society
~then became ' couched in rituals' and paraphernabia some
- harmless some grostesque and still others abhorrent.

In this article | have attempted to keep these: 'Esf_ag'es
in focus and evolved the paper around them.

Birth especially a male one was a time of great rejoi-
cing. The survival of the lineage and the race were symbo-
lically inducted and portrayed in the rituals. A childless
woman was hence a forlorn wife. This is vé‘_(y obvious in
the proverb cited below. 1 encountered two versions of the
same and both were important for the stricking contrast they
conveyed. 2

i ua:‘a;,gsg;n_@asarrm L,msznswr @u;_ﬁgm@: 7
@,@ggrl_@a;srrrﬂ Qarpalsnw TSI @.,sgu_.r

And the second version says f‘@qaceﬂz__:_:r

. The translation reads : When the nelghbour dehvered

a child she placed the @asrr;pa&? (@g}sﬂ) on her hip. The
second one translated says when the neighbour delivered a
child she rushed herself with the @are.

The first version of the proverb reveals the p:dig‘nan‘t
satisfaction a childless woman gets with a stone as a make"
believe child. An atmosphere of sympathetic ldentlflcatlon :
is ingeniously created. The latter version of the proverb
echoes remorse and frustration borderlng on sadisim i. e.
@)y sfmr. The poignancy of the former is in marked con-
trast to the sadisim of the latter. Two dimetrically adverse
emotions triggered off by the same incident mirror the wide
and dissimilar cantent of the human personality. The mytho-
logical legend of Gandhari from the Mahabaratha is a con-
comitant tag to this proverb. At this juncture | wish to point
out that the G&mpeil is symbolic substitute for an infant or
child in rituals is still extant. It carries with it a hallowed
spark which toboos rechiselling after the first shaping. On
the third day after child birth this stone is‘washed and an-
nointed with saffron paste and sacred ask. A new cloth
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is wrapped around it and it is placed in the wooden or cloth
cradle and softly rocked thrice. Only after this ritual is the
new born infant placed in the cradle. This ritual Is still ob-
served in village houses. |If the @avyed was symbolising a
child it surely must be a remnant of the Fertility cult of the
by gone eras. It must be remembered that it has a revered
place of importance in Konku marriage rituals to this ‘day.
A very important aspect to be noted is that this stone is
never stolen or broken. It is sacrilege to do so as is evident
in this proverb -
$ Q& mpelit H 519 657 6 DI S @mug;ﬁg}ym @5:1'59'_:5@'@;
ML SETSHI’
The transiation reads :- The person who stole the Ga&mrped
will not get a child even in the pot. The ‘“‘Kumbam’ here
means a mud pot and is very charaterstic of the fertility cult.
It will not be a digression to recall here that Sita of the epic
Ramayana was found by King Janaka when he plough.
The village version of this episode says King Janaka’s plough
struck an earthern pot wherein Sita fay. One more important
aspect is that even today dead infants and very young child-
ren are placed in earthernware pots and buried. It is com-
mon knowledge that in the early eras people were placed in
large earthernware urns and buried. The harp on the word
G s slspd emphasises the futility of the last ray of hope for
a sterile person who has stolen a ‘Glarpeil’. This ominous
scare, alive to this day, kept people away from stealing them
thus leaving worn out and unuseful ones abondoned on the

wayside.
~Another rare proverb which tuckily came my way reads:-

“ QuTrphST QI L &V gLL@réJGﬁw
CrssT usmpedw St MERCsET"”

. To all intents and purpbses this appears to be a very
cynical one. The translation is :- ‘At birth the round plate
is struck, at death the ‘Parai’ is beaten’.  One wonders
whether birth and death were philosophically corrected with
only announcement wvariations. In Konku households until
very late. when deliveries were had at home, the arrival of
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the baby was marked by an elderly lady stricking a fine brand
against a round plate crying ‘@) mbsr @) Curey Gumr’

While circumambulating the new born. Could it be that
Darwins ‘survival of the fittest” was collaterally suggested?
Paradoxically a firebrand from the dead man’s house goes to
light the wood on which the ‘pariahs’ and harijans warm and
tune their percussion instruments used for drumming at
funerals.

In my search for rare proverbs | came across a very
curious one. The proverb is < ‘Gl&r pearsitr QureTL 11y Leirar
QuS S IIGUT GlLI(HEIsT W b SeremuuGev ’’. Like the Kuravan
eating asafoetida when his wife dellvers . This proverb is
reflective of the world wide custom of ‘“COUVADE’. The
convey2d meaning is obvious. i. e, “The concerned person is
bypassed by an unrelated one’’. This primitive custom of
medicating the husband and not the wife is a fast dying one
and is occasionally seen only among the vagarant Kuravas of
Kongu nadu. '

People hailing from Konkunadu .are conversant with
the word '‘GwrLeussiry”’. This caste or sub-caste as far as
this paper is concerned has a very rare and special signifi-
cance. This proverb is remarkable for its rarity and probably
is special only to Konkunadu. | myself had it heard only once.
It says

‘SBEIL OL1 g &I @Lorrl_s'urrsmq 5@5 @sn-(Ba;aﬂ,m,ﬁsﬂL_
PUEIST GG 5 gy,l_@su CleusFsH&@&m’?

When translated it reads:- ‘Instead of delivering a blind
child and plaming ‘it off to the Qurisursirig, better to deliver
a normal one and retain it at home’. |

Only a deep penetration of these two lines will reveal
embedded custom, warning and advice. Attempting to
substantiate the early belief that women who were profligate
were punished with handicapped -children, the proverb
admonishes them to live clean and bear normal children.
Herein lies an ancient custom which 1 am told was prevalent
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unti three. decades back. ' Blind and handicapp children
when bcrn in Kongu gounder families were mercitessly
- palmed off to the @uwreeirswrg. This community to'a
sizeable extent consised of such children who formed a
closely knit unit, not affluent but famished and surviving
on the annual charity given by villagers from all over Konku
nadu, Till date old @Qurreumetry. men come once a year
from far and near halt in the village choultry and collect
~ whatever is given as charity. These accumulated collections
from several households and various villages see them
thrcugh the whole year. Itis consrdered a crime to refuse
‘alms to a @uwrLeurewsiy. These men who come in pairs and
fours sing a pcignant dlrge like song vrsualrsmg the birth
and secret glftmg away of the child and the tearful repressed
ordeal of the deprrved ‘mother. The vrcnssntudes of the
'orphaned children are hrgh lrghted Truth and myth are
kinked rnseparably into a movrng song whu,h when heard
will move even the most hardened criminal. lnmdentally
I am happy to note that | have a recorded vesion of one
such song with all its folk embelhahments from. an old pair
who frequented our vrllage almost a. decade ~ago.

. There is nothing noticeably specific in proverbs regar-
ding ‘coming of age’ or puberty of either thé male or female.
One available proverb 'says < wriG sy Q@ sresri_r &wisH S ullsd
Gofliur, abisns fremir Qe @efliur’’  This merely
states an event not a custon: ora ritual as required by this
paper. On the contrary it is Juxtaposed to the normal
custom. | have noticed in Konku villages where women
have their first bath, after the menstral periad only. at home:
and not in any well tank, Iake or river. Only after the second
bath are they permrtted near publlc water sources In most .
cases they do not bathe during the perlods as is evident in
these common phrases regularly heard :—. t e Glan L ix
glsua?m’,‘ ‘B et @Geflssed mis’ . :

One proverb rerterates thrf‘ stand lt say
“(y)smnrrmrrm ;g,szmmﬂ @'ﬁrrr._r_rr : .

| DEHF T SSTMEIT. .G'EE'TQ,,F. QGumiim’’
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The translation is *‘On the third day she touched ‘water and
en the: fifth day she served rice’’. The woman was consi-
dered. unpolluted only on the fifth day when she served
food. Obviously the: then prevalent joint family system
took over the domestic chores, and helped out during these
days of segregation. Today however it is as a resuilt of
urbanisation, fast fading. ! - -

In our study the marriage stage comes next. Very
few exsist which mirror a ritual or a custom. Most of them
tend to enunciate a statement with a comparison. | have
selected one which is indirectly connected with events
preceding a marriage. There exists still 'a tradition ‘among
some Konku communities to obtain divine consent for a
marriage in several ways. One such belief is entwined in
the proverb below :— : 5 }

"@aserqaﬂ C&Freiresr  Lsbeld
6THF 5 gn‘g‘j?uﬁ(b'sv L@pgwuqu”

The English renderlng is “The lizard which predrcted feII
into the cattle pan’’ In some wllage temples people wait
for hours on end expectmg a Ilzard to come forward to 1
approve their decision by strld:ng across to a partlcular
place and voicing its consent. This proverb has not been
restrained in its criticism of such a superstltlons |d|ocracy,
sknce all proverbs are stranght foreward pracncal maxrms sk

Another proverb repeatmg a tradition is here : —

% 5suursmrrrrsv§g,1<5@a; G?asrratsum a=L_Lq_ Gurrr_r_n"sur
EUGUITSTOT. T 65T LDIT & &1 o fla& resr

BT &aleT &g F ﬁL_u,.mrrszrr '

For the wedding the potter gave the pots, the dhobl spread
the cloth and the barber sharpened his knife. Among the
traditions of Konkunadu every sub-caste of professionals is
given a place of importance in marriages. The dhobi, potter,
barber are all represented. But it is the ‘barber ' who
symbolically harks back to our primitive: society.. | am told
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+n the early eras these youngsters did not shave for them-
selves but had the village barber to do so. Much earlier
the wedding shave was their first one. Apart from the
facial shave, as required by tradition he had to shave and
clean up near the male genitals in full preparation for the
marriage rites. This Is not peculiar since we know that in
savage society man was multilated and sometimes even
made to bleed. These rituals are size enough for a separate

paper.

Moving on to manhood there are several proverbs
avallable I however will take up a rare one from my
repertoire which is only indirectly connected with man’'s
adult life. It is

‘TS ETTISGE YL ewt & STCsormid
%L;éamtﬂi@ A® Curas’’

When translated it reads :— There is no goat for the
boundary stone but the goat is going for the dancer. Only
the ritual alluded to in the proverb is relevant for this
paper. Conical stones called * stébemsvéasd ° or * boundry
stones ° are strewn all over Konkunad villages. They
have been deified into protecting goddesses and propitiated
and appeared by animal sacrifices. Normally a goat with
its head almost severed is dragged round the village under
cover of darkness and then offered to the goddess. This is
performed only by full grown adults. Women and children
are never: permitted to witness the grotesque ritual. This
ritual these days is often substituted with an ash-punakin.

One proverb meore or less directly associated reads
BrL_(hé HLasGH GurasTwlsy -

brsswery yBFHFL LT

The English rendering is ‘without going to the herostone
she caught a husband’. It actually means that people
sometimes do things on the sly by- passmg the conventional
methods. Herostones too are found. all over the country
and Konkunadu is no exception. In Konku marriages the
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blessings of the improvise herostone is obtained before the
girl is given in marriage. Even today brides before entering
the pandal pay obeisance to the herostone often improvised
for the marriage. One fact obvious in the proverb is that
sometimes girls did marry on the sly apparently without'
parental approval as the word ‘y@®&sLLr’ signifies.-

The finale of death had its own rituals. | exhaust
only two.

o bHlEGE QEssT oEs ENOamTIdoGw
Gargeps CossT Geuers6lssGlswmruIsvGea’

‘ If death is at night there is no body oil
If death is at dawn there is no castor oil **

It is apparent the proverb is talking about a destitute’s
corpse. The practise is still alive among some Konku
communities when the oil is forced down the dead man’s
throat immediately after death. It was believed to stem the
tide of decomposition to enable elaborate funeral rituals.
The term o EiI& etarGewrut which also means ‘palmful of oil’
is supposedly the oil rubbed on the corpse’s body but for
what purpose | fail to comprehend. '

‘T T(HEh FTeuT(HE® (LT (HLOlsLSsv
Ba3s565 sreur®mss BHid Lflom @B ilsvGev’’

There are none to cry for those who die daily and
there are none to ‘Nirpuliya’ for those who die daily.

The word ¢ Sidyumpe ’ pointed to the ritual
involved. Among Konku Gounders there is a tradition
adoptad even today. When a married person dies after the
corpse is removed the daughter-in-law of the deceased
carries a small vessal of buttermilk to the village tank or
well. At the tank other women accompanying her are
annoited with this buttermilk.. They subsequently pour
water on themselves and: return home in wet clothes and
fully drenched. : On entering the dead man’s house they sit
near the spot where the corpse earlier lay and sing a few
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lines of a dirge: . It is hard to detect what this ritual meant.
| can today only think of the fact that until- very late in and
around Periyar District there was a custom to wash the hair
with curds or buttermilk. Was this a stretched version of
that habit or was it a kind of purification since even today: -
we find curds used in purification .ceremonies. | can: only
hazard a guess.

Now coming to the peroration | hope in the few
proverbs enumerated. and discussed in this paper | have
been able to put across to the learned scholars the ritualistic
significances of some of our early proverbs. There are
many more aspects to: be studied and laid bare and the
more we research the more we learn and can salvage for
postemy the almost mysterious characteristics of our
primitive culture. From birth to death everything had a
significance and everything is as significant today as it was
when ‘the proverb evolved: Nothing Was ever overlooked
superseded or bypassed. ° Coming to the end of my paper
| wnsh to single out for future researches that in our every-
day Ianguage and commonly used phrases lie embedded
vestiges of the vanished and vaniship rell_es of our society.
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21. THE ADIGAIMANS OF TAGADUR

Prof. N. SUBRAMANIAN

Hrstorlcally one of the most rmportant centres of
Polmcal activity in ancient:and:-medieval times in the North
Kongu region, was Tagadur. Tagadur has been rightly
tidentified with Dharnvapuricof Modern times situated in the
‘northern part-of Salem district. Its importance  stems from
two -circumstances. ‘In’the first place, it is centrally situated
so far as the northern part of South Peninsular India is
concerned. A look at the map_. of. Pemnsular India will
confirm thls Secondly, it .lies between the western and
eastern ghats and is on the plam and easy . communication
line connecting North India with Tamilaham through the
Deccan. These two circumstances give that place'ageo-
political significance, which one finds amply borne out in
~the _an‘éfent ‘and medieval history of Tamilnad, infact till
‘modern means and systems of communication made geo-
"graphlcal ‘locations of places ‘irrelevant to their historical
’:lmportance such location had decided their historical role.
“The northern location of the Cheras was in the North Kongu
and it was naturally centred in Tagadur. The ruler of
“TFagadur-was ~expected -to -guard-the nmorthern-defences of
‘Tamilaham. Thecinvaders of South‘lndia who descended
on the northern fringes Tamilaham through the Deccan
plateau took the route which passed through Tagadur; and
possibly from :the ~days::of “Bindusarar! ‘to these wof the
Western Chalakyas of Kalyani, thevHoysalas:and Malikkafur,
this route was italkken by “invaders. ' This passed’ from
Dwarasamudram through/Tagadur, through the Toppur pass
and on to Kannanur, Trichysand so:forth; so thatthe western
and eastern coastlands of the soufhern Peninsula were safe
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from the hostile attention of :invaders. This ‘account will,
rone hopes, give an idea of the geo- polltlcal |mp0rtance of .
Tagadur. ; *

It is but natural that 'such a place should have'a
dynasty of rulers governing the sorrounding ‘territory from
ithose. The dynasty which: |s most assocnated ‘with Tagadur
is that of the Adlgalmans

Now before I discuss the history of this dyn.asty in
brief, | would like to mention a thesis of mine, viz: that ““i
the Tamil country on the. regions on its northern boundry,
the dynasties of rulers or prmmpalmes are heard. of but they
had their origins steeped deeply into proto-historic (Pre-
Sangam) twilight. * This thesis was advanced 'and
explained by me in a paper' on the Kosarsz. While the
continuance in spite of mtermlttant lapses |nto obscunty
(total or comparative) of the Cheras the Cholas, the Pandiyas
is well known, a similarfate in regard to the feudatory rulers
is not so well known nor so readily granted. The hlstory of
Ad:ga:mans or the Adiyars which .ranges from [Pre-Sangam
.days to early Hoysalya period with a -.considerable .interval
of nearly nine centuries.of recession into political ,o,b.scunty
is typical of thts tendency in Tamll h|story

The ancient tribe of Adigaimans, also ‘known as:the
rAdiyarss was native of the northern Parts of Tamilaham'in
ithe central Sector iand these parts are known'to have ruled
#from Tagadur by <chieftains ' who were generally: known as
Adiyarkomanor:Adiyaman or Adiyanor Adihant*. ‘Some of
‘the:chieftains bore personal names like' Anji inthe Sangam
.period but were :more usually known ‘as ‘Adiha{(i)'mans
‘(chiefs of the Adih(y)ar) “Elini (Eluni) also seemsto be a
familiar title ‘usually assumed by the Adiyar chiefs. @ Their
‘origin or even the remotest point of antiquity to which ithey
'can be traced:has been a matter of conjecture. K. G. Sesha
lyarfells that they were the Satiyaputas of Asoka’s inscrip-
tions®: :this view is:supported by T. Burrow of Oxford.7
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The problem of the identification of the Satiyaputas
has generated much difference of opinion. Their equation
with the Kosars seems to be a satisfactory effort in this
direction and their locatien in Tuiu nadu is authenticated
is identification of the Satiyaputras of Asokan edicts with
the Adigamans is plausible because Satiyaputa is Satiyaputra
which was originally probably only Atiyaputra® or Adiyaman
(man; mahan-Putran; son or descendant). The equation of
the Satyaputta with the kosars is based on the invariable

adjective ‘mymmali’ (thruth abounding) given to the Kosars.
 This offers no'difficulty in as much as their location in the
southwest coastal part of modern Mysore accounts for that
part of the counfry bordering on the southwestern reaches
of the Asokan Kingdom; their identification with the Adiyar
of Tagadur would make the Adiyar an independent Power
- eaual in status to the Cheras, the Cholas and Pandiyas.
This in its turn would suggest that the Adiyar who are an
autonomous political power in the days of Asoka, later in
the earl'y sangan age came under the . soverignity of the
Cheras.

The Adiyar denominate a tribe and not a family or
dynastic title like Chola or Pandya or Irumporai and
Kuttuvan. The Adigaiman or the Adigar Koman® was their
chief. There was a poet called Adihan VinnantayanlO©,
The Adigaimans sported the Vengai flowers (their own
totemic symbol) as well as the Palmyra springs indicative
of their subordination to the Cheras!1. There was a king
by name Adigan!2, who was famous as a protector of
birds12 and who was killed in battle at Pali by Minili (or
‘Nimili) a chieftain who fought him at the behest of Nannan,
another chieftain. It is possible that thus Elini who fell at
Pali was Pohuttelini, the son of Adigaiman Neduman Anji,
the most important member of the Adiyar group of chieftains
of the Sangam age. This Anji was called Adigar Koman or
Elini and was ruler of Tagadur and Kudiraimalail 4. His son
Pohuttu Elini was also called Adiyarkeman and Elinil5. An
ancester of Anji was Nedumidal who was defeated and
killed by Kalangaikkanni Narumudi Cheral16. Anji was a
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valorous and‘generous prince who bore rhose viritues to a
fault like the illustrious Pari, the ruler of Parambue and his
elder contemporary. He was Malavar Perumahan, the
dauntless leader of warrior borders17. Auvaiyar says that
his  fore-fathers worshipped the Amarar (the '‘devas: the
celestials) and offered ahudi to them and introduced cane
sugar cultivation into his land18, and elsewhere in a
reference to Pohuttu Elini the same idea is repeated by the
same poet, who says he was the descendant of those who
introduced the sugar cane which resembled the nector of
the gods:in Heaven®?, Once he brought and vanguished
seven chieftains in a single battle; but a greater victory
awaited’ him at Kovalur where Malaiyaman of that place
was worsted. This exploit was praised by the Veteran
Poet Paranar20 as aiso Auvaiyar?2l,

Auvaiyar herself mention22 the incident of Anji's
presenting to her: the nel/li fruit (my robalam) which had
contain special virtues, probably: medicinal: and-capable of
conferring unusal longevity23:. In  later literature: and
legend this. became; a constant:theme to illustrate extreme
generosity and self-sacrifice.

Auva|yar was the constant companion, friend ph!lO-
sopher, guide and emissary to foreign Courts of Anjl24
He once sent her to the Tondaiman’s' Court where she did
a good diplomatic job, probably to dissuade him from giving
aid'to Malaiyaman of Kovalur, a' confirmed' enemy of Anji;
but her:sarcasm on:the occasion was thinly veiled and very
biting.and its: consequences are' not known2s. Anji was
one of the: ‘seven last Patrons’ the rest being Pari. Nalli;
Ori, Kari, Pehan'and'Ady26, and all these had predeceased
the famous:Kumanan who'was no less a Patron,

This famous prince, however; fell out with' the
indomitable Chera.  Perumcheral’ Ilrumporai,. som of
Selvakkadungo Vali Adan2 7. This led to the famous sieze
and capture of -Tagadur by the lrumporai. = Anji was assisted
by the Chola and the Pandya, but this could not avert
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disaster to him; he was defeated by the Chera. The whole
episode was wtitten as an epic by two contemporary Poets
Arisilkilar, and Ponmudiyar (a lady)28. Only parts of the
poem are extant2?; But we know from one of the extant
poems that when Tagadur was besieged. Neduman Aniji
remained shut up in his fort and dip not go forth to wage
battle outside the walls of the fort3°. The battle ended in
the defeat and the death of Anji and possibly destruction of
Tagadur. It must have added immensly to the prestige of
the Ilrumporai. Anji was bemoanded by his trusted and
steadfast friend Auvaiyar and also Arisilkilar31. In another
verse in the anthology (Purananuru) Arisilkilar bemoans the
‘death of Elini who died in the Tagadur battle32. It is
difficult to determine whether the Elini who fought
Talaiyalanganathu Nedunjeliyan and the Adan Elini of
Ahananuru (216) were ancestors or descendants of Anji.
The fate of Pobhuttelini, the son and snccessor of Anji also
is not known for certain. If Purananuru (392) is really
Auvai’s Praise of Pohuttelini it means that he succeded his
father and ruled Tagadur and patronized Auvai. The Elini
mentioned in Ahananuru as the victim in the battle of Pali
was perhaps Pohuttelini.

This is what we know of the Adigaiman rulers of
Tagadur of the Sangam age.

The Periyapuranam of the 12th century A. D. mentions
an Adihan of Karuvur who was a saivite and who was killed
in battle by one Puhal Cholan (mentioned by Sekkilar, as a
fore father of Anabayan or Kulotthunga - 11 (1133 to 1150).
Perhaps this Chola ruled after Sangam Period had drawn
to a close and was a direct but an obscure link between the
Sangam Cholas and the later Imperial Cholas of the
Vijayalaya line. The fact that there 'was an Adihan (a
contemporary of Puhal Chola) also shows that he was a link
between the Sangam Adigamans and the later Adigamans
who were comtemporaries of Kulothunga - Il and the
Hoysalas.
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‘In a copper plate grant in vatteluttu made by Pandiyan
Nedunjadaiyan, it is said that Pandiyan defeated a chieftain
called Adiyan at Avyiraveli, Ayinur and Puhaliyur on the
northern banks of Kaviri. This proves that the enmity
between the Adiyan (Elinis) and the Pandiyas was conti-
nuous before Talaiyalanganam: and it also incidentally
proves that the Adiyar, whose continued existence as chief
tains in the Post-Sangam period also is attested in literature
by Sekkilar, were alse contemporaries of Nedunjadaiyan
Pandiyan. Again an insciption at Tirumalai33, a jain
village, reveals that a king called Adigaiman Adigan34 was
also called Rajarajan and that one of his descendants was
Elini; this Rajarajan’s son was Vidukadalakiya Perumal who
ruled from Tagadur. The inscriptions of this Perumal
indicate that he might have had a share in the restoration
of Chola authority in that region. Rajaraja devan the father,
who ruled in Ganganadu made a gift to the temple of
Tiruvannamalai of the village of Malaiyanur on the north
bank of Pennar in Tagadur nadu. He seems to have
assumed the title Rajaraja which was more useful with and
made popular by the Imperial Chola rulers. '

In the reign of Kulothunga - 1l, the Adigaimans were
again active, the hostility of Vishnuvardhana to the cholas
was npeutralised by the friendly assistance of the
Adigaimans who strove to bring about good relations
between those two leading dynasties.  The Hoysalas
mention in their inscriptions that the Adigaimans stood like
the bolt of a door above the ghats in the lamp. at Talakkadu
on the frontier of the Gangavadinadu, though the Hoyséla
Victory over the feudatory allies of cholas in Gangavadi
was complete and is also recorded.

There was one Virasekhara Kadava (a descendant of
the defunct Pallava line) who . styledﬂ himself Arasa
Narayanan Alappirandan, and bore the title, ‘Adigaiman of
Kudalur’. This ruler was famous for having made certain
important gifts to the deity at Tiruvannamalai in 1191 A.D.,
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he. assumed the title of Adigaiman after he conquered
Kudalur and the Adigaiman territory.

There was an Adigan chief called the Samantan
Adiyaman (in the reign of Kulotthunga - 111) who made a
valuable present to the deity of Tirumanikkuli. “In an
inscription (in the 22nd year of Kulottunga - lll) he calls
himself lord of the three rivers Palaru, Pannar, Kaviri ... 35,

This history of the Adigaimans which begins in ezarly
Sangam period continues till the end of the imperial chola
period and comes to an end only when most of the ancient
South Indian dynasties also cease to play any role. Thus
the principle of continuity of South Indian dynastic rule
applies the Adigaimans also. :

Footnotes

1. Who surely was the Mauriyan king who invaded and
conqured the Deccan.

2. The Journal of; the. Madras University - (Humanities)
Vol. XXXIII No. 2.

‘3. Purananuru - 91 : 3
4. Ilbid -392:1, 101 :5, Ahananuru 325 : 8. 162:18

5. K. G. Sesha lyer.: The Chera King of the Sangam Age;
P.18 .

6. Rock Edict Il

7. Bulletin of the School of Oriental and’' African Studies
(London : Xll {(1948), PP'136 - 7 and 146 - 7

8. Ahananuru: 15: 2 to 5

9. The Atiyas were called Atiyaputras, even as the Keralas
were called the Keralaputras: K G. Sesha lyar suggests
that Atiya developed' an initial’ ‘h" which later got
transmitted into‘s’. This shreu gress heips: to identify
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12,
13,

14,
18,
18.

17.

18.

19.
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the Satiyaputras with the ‘Adigaimans who therefore
get equated with the Kosa’'s.

- Ahananuru - 301

Purananuru: 99 :5, 100:3tob
Ahananuru - 142 :91t013; 162 : 18 325 8

Did he maintain a bird Sarictuary ? or was it merely
figurative associations with birds in the sense that his
merciless and large scale killing of enemy warrrors in
battle earned him the gratitude of the valtures and
made him their friend ?' This is comparable to the
title ' Putpahai * ‘(an enemy of the birds) which

"Nalankilli, the Puhar cholan bore. "In the letter case it

should mean that Nalankilli lost none of his warriors

. in battle there by denying the valtures .an opportunity

to feast in the field of battle which would make the
birds, his enemy, .

Pura’nanuru Wt 58 ’8,A '9

Ibid U 392 1'and 2

Padlrruppathu - 32 10, ,,the expréssion» Nedumidal in
Ahananuru 266:2 merely means ‘greal Valour’ and was

. not a personal name,.

'Puranan'u'ru -88: 3, .'."90 : 11, if thrs rs a reference to
“his leadershlp of the Malavar tribes, Malanadu and
‘Malavarayan of the Iater days mlght sprlng from this.

“fbid : 99 =1 'and 2 Perhaps it was this cultivation

'of '‘a superior kind of ‘cane ' sugar - a particularly
! ‘delicious and jurcy vanety - that was ' mtroduced into
‘ hls Iand : gt :

1

Thls has been misinter: preted as ||terally meaning
that  Anji‘s fare  fathers pessuaded the :devas by
penance to introduce into the Tamil country the divine
boor of the sugar cane.
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Purananuru - 99 : 12
Ibid -99:13
Ibid - 91

This has become, by virtue of the expression ? Sadal
Ninga ° in Puram (91) the common interpretation of
the expression. Evidently ‘deathlessness’ refered to
those relates to Anji himself in a figurative sense -
meaning eternal fame - in_virtue of his having parted
with a precious thing to a dear and respected friend.
The persistence of medieval commentators in suppor-
ting supernatural and legendary information and

_ purv_eying it. as if it was historical only shows the

extreme credulity of those scholarly but simple minded
persons. :

Adverting to the relation between Auvai and Anji -

" Poetess and Patron - K. A. Nilakanta Sastri in History

of South India P : 118, says ‘ Evidently poétess and
Patron did not start well at first, for one poem gives
expression to Auvaiyars vexation at having waited a
long time for a present”’. < Auvaiyar has never
complained in any of her poems of Anji’s delayed

. presents. It was ‘the poet Perunchittiranar who in

Puram 308 'bitterly 'complains ‘about the Patrons
cavalier treatment of poets. 'Viz :'Ordering the distri-
bution of largesse to the poets without personality

~receiving and honouring them. _Perunchittiranar’s
: dlSlIIUSlonment about Anji’ s vaunted generosﬂy shows

that a generous tribute patd by a poet to his or her
Patron was. . (1) not mere: flattery but. based on

personal experience but also that (2) such tribute
_was not of universal validity but relates only: to his or

her experience; this again shows that in as much as
every description was based only on own experience
and mnothing else, : we cannot deside on the general

+-character of any of those kings or Pétmné’ - But Anji

. atleast was a famous: patron whose generosaty became

proverbial.



25.
26.
27.
28.

29.

30.

31,
32.
33,

34..
o

255

Purananuru : 95
Ibid - 158; Sirupan - 84 to 113
He is praised in Pa.dir.ruppathu Vill ten by Arisilkilar.

There is no reason to suppose that the poem was not
contemporary to the events mentioned in it; for the
same Arisilkilar who was co - author of Tagadur
yattirai was the author of Padirruppattu VIIl ten on

~ Peruncheral Irumporai, the victors of Tagadur.

Tagadur vyathirai : The journey to Tagadur; if this
work had survivived in full, it would form the most
unusual but welcome historical piece in Tamil litera-
ture. It is, However, clear that the whole work was
available to 'Nachchinarkkiniyar, the 14th cerit'u'r'y

‘commentator on  the Tolkappiyam He quotes some
verses from  this work to explaln certaln Purathlnal
rules in that grammer. :

Tolkappiyam : Purathinai Iyal Sutram - .7.  -
Nachchinarkkiniyar’s quotation.

Purananuru - 231, 232, 235. Puram 231 -s"ug‘gésts

" that Anji's body was cremated; and 232 says that a

hero stone (Nadukal) was put up for him, for he died

the death of a hero

The| colophon..t,o Puram 230 is illwritten. or damaged
by scribes so that the meaning is not clear; it perhaps
means Elini fell- when Tagadur of Adigaiman was
besieged; if it is  Elini here refers to Anji especially

_because it is - associated with Tagadur and with

Arisilkilar, Further contiquity of Puram 230, 231 and
232 also indicats that Puram 230 refers to Anji.

Near Po.tur,. I\.Irc':r‘th'Arcot Dt.
A Kerala ruler, ie Chera ruler _
K. A. Nilakanta Sastri : The cholas, PP - 406, 407
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