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VIRALIMALAI-K-KURAVANCI

Edited by Pulavar M. Pasupathy

Kuravaficl is one of the minor literatures in Tamil. This
is a kind of folkdrama which usually contains many songs.
Kuratti is the central figure in this drama and she plays the
most active part. It is she that tells the fortunes of the
heroine of this poem.

This work under notice has Lord Muruka of Viralimalai of
Trichy district as its hero. The author is called Pillaipperumal
Kavirayar. The date of this work may be ascribed to the
beginning of the 19th century.

The story of the poem revolves round the varied activities of
the Kuratti. In her we find the admirable qualities like her love
for her birthplace, devotion to the God of her place and the
friendly conversations with her husband.

The love dealt with in this poem is between the human being
and the Lord. Hence religious influence is prevailing throughout
this poem.

According to the story, Lord Muruka comes in procession
{Ula) round the streets of the place when the lady of this poem
called Valamohini is enamoured of the Lord’s sight and suddenly
falls in love with Him. Her heart throbs fastly and the pulsation
becomes rapid and at last she swoons. All the night sheis
tortured by the full moon, the Southwind, the Cuckoo, the sea and
the Love-God, Cupid. Then her friend arranges for bringing up
the Kuratti, who is a fortune teller, to the house. The Kuratti
puts a confidence in the minds of the ladies by telling them the
greatness of her Lord and how her past predictions to other ladies
of similar age proved to be correct. Then she exploits the lady’s
love for Lord Muruka and foretells that she would win the love of
the Lord. The lady presents her with plenty of jewels for this

sweet foreboding.
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As regards the origin of this Kuravafici poem, it developeq
from the small sub-division called “Kuram’ of Kalambakam ang
it resembles ‘Kuluvainatakam’ in theme and technique.

Viralimalai-k-kuravafici contains various kinds of melodigyg
metres with pleasing phrases and delightful poetry. These are
several references to some medicinal herbs in this work. There
are some peculiar similes and local usages which are permitted in

a folk poem.

This delightful folkdrama described in the Triennial Catalogue
of Tamil of this library under No. R. 5033 is published here with
suitable modifications and emendations.
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SIVAYOGANGAVIBHUSANA

Edited by
Sri M. SHANKARANARAYANA BHAT.

The present work Sivayogangavibhésana is based
on a palm leaf manuscript preserved in the Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras under D. No. 299.
The authorship of this work is attributed to the famous
Kannada poet Gurubasava. The author whose date is
roughly mentioned as 1430 A.D., has also written many
other works, namely Kalyansévara, SvarGpamrta, Sad-
guru rahasya,Vrsabhagita, Avadhiitagita and Mangvijaya.
The first three works have already been published.

This work depicts the Viradaiva relegion and is in
the form of conversation between a teacher and a de-
sciple. The style is attractive. It contains 278 Pari-
vardhini Satphdis and 3 Anustup $lokas, in the end.
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PALLIVANAR CARITRAM

Edited By
M. P. MUKUNDAN

This work is based on a paper manuscript preserved in the Govt.
Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras under No. D. 970. This deals
with story of Céramanperumal, traditionally the last of eighteen Peru-
mals, the former Emperors of Keérala. In this record Céramanperumal
is called by the name Pallibanapperumal. It is said that Pallivanap-
perumal had a trustwerthy agent by name Patamala Nayar. He was
accused of adultery on the charges levelled against hit by the wife
of Perumal. Pallivanar awarded him the capital punishment, Being
an innocent man, the agent was some how saved by the grace of God,
When the innocence of Patamala Nayar was proved, Peruma] repented
for his hasty action. As directed by the Nayar, Pallivinar embraced
Islam. He went to Mecca after distributing the country to his 18
feudatories. The above history is also alluded to in Ké&ralotpatti,
a work regarding the history of Kerala. Perumal is named here as
Pallivanar probably because of his association with the mosque. The
equivalent word in Malayalam for mosque is Palli.

One Bapapperumal who was traditionally the fourth among the
eighteen, was the first to introduce a foreign religion (Islam) in Malabar-.
He was a strong believer in Islam. The name Pallivinar is attributed
to him by various records. The Kéralotpatti, Aitihyamala (Part V),and
a work published in this library bulletin Vol. V, Part I; ( Paramapada
Prakadavazhi) are of the opinion that Banapperumal is the person
otherwise known as Palhvanapperumal But it is an established fact
that these events took place only in the period of Céramanperumal and
not in the period of Banapperumal.

There is no indication about the authorship and date of this
work. The language is neither modern nor very old though we find
some peculiar composition of words here and there.

This'is useful in knowing the details of some limited historical
facts.
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EDITED BY
Sri K. THULAJARAM KSHIRASAGAR
(continued from page. 131 in vol. XI. No. 2)
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