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PREFACE.

Sm—enmenny e

This publication contains three Tamil poems in a
form peculiar to Tamil poetry, known as ‘Pillai Thamizh’
or a poetic éccount of the life of the hero from baby-
hood to youth. One éf the poems is in praise of the deity
at Perundurai or Avudayarkoil as it is popularly called :
the second is in praise of Lord Subrahmanya at Taran-
gampadi, and the third celebrates a great Saivasid-
dhanta teacher called SATYAGNANA PANDARAM of

Tiruvarur. s

Tamil poetry recognises ninetysix typesof compo-
sition, and in each tvpe, scores of works have been
produced. Though many of them have disappeared,
thanks to ravages of time and foreign invasion, yet

some of them produced during the last three or four

© centuries are still extant, and the works published

here are among those that have survived.

: In these works, the hero is depicted from his in-
fancy to youth, and each stage of growth lends itself to
affectionate protrayal at the hands of the author. -

The Saraswathi Mahal Library contains a large
number of Tamil manuscripts. which deserve to be
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published, especially, the medical works produced
under Raja Serfoji, works on Saiva and Vaishnava
Siddhanta. and Christian songs. Most of these works,
have already been classified and catalogued by the
well-known Tamil Scholar, the late L. Ulaganatha Pillai.

We are now editing and publishing them in the Madras
Oriental Series.

We are grateful to the Government of Madras for

the timely financial assistance given to us to publish
these and other works.

TANJCRE, 1 S. GOPALAN,

j' HONY. SECRETARY,
10—11—-50. T.M.S.S. M. Library Committee.
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