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This little book, ‘Mannai/a: Nidium, Mangaiyar
Manbum’, is an adaptation of ‘Sesame and Lilies’,
_the two Lectures delivered by John Ruskin at Man-
chester in the year 1864, The views and sentiments
~ of Ruskin may, perhaps in a few instances, appear
~ in this book in a slightly modified form, which has
been necessitated by considerations of bringing them
within the grasp of the Tamil mind. o

The first part of this book, ‘ Mannavar Nidi’,
mainly deals with the right and proper sort of educa-
tion, whichis to be gained.only by a proper study of
the mighty minds of old and of what education
ultimately leads to. It also presents to the reader
that education without moral excellence is like rain
and sunshine fallen on unbroken soil. For the purpose .
of substantiating the truth that moral excellence is an
indispensable element in all forms of human greatness
the characters of Rama, Barata, Daruma, Veema,
Karna and Harischandra are delineated in vivid
pictures, which, I hope, will also serve as a character
study for the student of Tamil literature.

The second part, namely, ‘Mangaiyar Manbu’,
deals with the greatness of women, the territories over
which good women exercise their sway as the ‘Queens
~ of Gardens’ and the frue nature of home which is
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‘the place of peace; the shelter, not only from all .
injury, but from all tertor, doubt and division’. The™
place of women both at home and in the world is
discussed in conformity with the Tamilian conception.

The reader is cited with the testimonies of Kamba,
Ilangovadigal, and a host of other Tamil poets in
order to vindicate the rights and prerogatives of
women. The character sketches of Sita, Kaikeyi,
Kannaki, Madavi, Manimekalai, Drowpati, Damayanti
and Chandramati, drawn from the works of these
poets, are sure to inspire women in general to follow

the footsteps of those glorious women to save
humanity.

~ Purasawalkam }

November 1, 1934 K. BALASUNDARAM.
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