


- PUBLISHERS’ NOTE

"A Plea for Understandmg is the first of a series of ~

~ books we intend' publishing, with a view to placing before

the public the aims' and objectives of the Dravidian
Progressive Federation. We do not wish to conceal our
pride that our very first book should come from the pen
of Mr. S. Vedaratnam, a talented and experienced
journalist and a kean studsnt of contemporary affmrs
He represented the Indian press with distinction at the
first United Nations Conferenca held in America in 1945,
His appreciation of men and affairs is severely objective, -
and, in consequencs, his observations are always marked
with a magisterial impartiality and authority. "’ A Plea for
Understanding "’ effectively silences the anti-Dravidian
tirade indulged in by a section of the Indian press.
~ It points o the wntmg on the wall whlch only the most
purblind can fail to see. : o

> A Publishers.



"5"Tp'f10‘x'_>ular movements are not mere accidents
5 They‘ are the outcome of the urge of the
or an assertion of the true nature of their
cbrpera{e personahty Often humble and obscure at their
-source, they swell into ~oceanic proportions on their march

; Vwards 2 theu' destination. Generally these' movements
~ are noticed only when they reach their final crescendo.

ork> back Iabonoudy to trace their begmmngs

.;Unt11~some thu'ty years ago, the Dra\nd an movement
: '_ nfmed to the savants of Tamil literature who were
rermndlng us - of the secular mnature of
anetent Drawndxan somety

Thelr righteous indignation’ :
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'I'he Seli- ReSpect Movement was in. xts early stages
;mately associated with 1he then Justice party, whzch in
fhose days had the good fortune to be served by a galaxy
of bnlliant leaders. The Justice party was on the ascendant

‘5o long as it kept close to the principles of the Self-Respect
- Movement. But it soon fell on evil days when it kicked
 the ladder with which it '_hod climbed to great political

o heights; when the leaders oecgfpied themselves more with

the business of dietributing the spoils than with attending
to pubhc “welfare; when moneybags replaced men of
talent and service. The discontent of partymen resulted =
~ in the discredited rump being given the coup de grace
* atthe conference ‘held in Salem in 1944. -The party’s
name lfseif was changed into that of Dravxda Kazhagam

The Dravrdlan movement again began makmg steady
progress when in 1949 an unfortunats. event occurred
which shocked the people and threw thé entire party :
mechamsm into violent dxsorder albeit temporcmly. ‘The

 leader of the Dravida Kazhagam had comrmtted an act
which wae a clear violation of the basic principlés of the
Dravidian movement. The members of the party found
themselves in an extremely embarrassing situation. - While
grateful to the- leader for his past servxces to the party,
'they were however unwilling; quite naturally, to make any
compromise on essentials, The situation was resolved n
a novel and bold manner.  Instead of removing the leader
the majority of the members of the Executive Committes
and the General Secretary Mr. C. N. Annadurai resngned
en bloc from ‘the Dravida Kazhagam. They assembled,
_at Madras on 17th September 1949 and maugura\‘ed a
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ox’_gani;ation, the = Dravida Munnetra Kezhagam b

"fa;V1d1an Progressive Federation). They elected as their

"Ieader Mr. C. N. Annadurai who had by that time come

- to'be acknowledged as the de faclo leader of the Dravidian
movement

' I’é will vt'hus ‘be seen that the Dravidian Progressive
Fed_eraﬁbn is the latest _organisational shape of the
-~ Dravidian anv_ement. It is not a newcomer in the arena

of'pub‘lic lifé.‘: It is the answer to the anxious’cjuest of

" the Dravidian people for a democratic organism best
N smted to glve adequate expression to their feelings and
. sentxmen’rs aims. and aspxrahons

" The pohcles and purposes of the DraV1d1an Progressive

Federatlon have of late come under a goodﬁ deal of misre-

presenta’uon at the hands of the opponents of the Dravi-
.~ dian movement. The sinister forces at the back of this
camPEigh of mlsrepresentatxon are no doubt powerful,
he}ped as they are with the enormous resources which
the vested m’[erests have put at their command Religion

and tradmon, authorlty and superstmon, wealth and
‘pohtlcal power, each in itself is capable of placmg
e formldable obstacles in the path of progress. But when
o th»e\y{camb‘me to-present a united front, the task of freeing

; he'peg,ple from t-heir‘ c;ﬁtéhe's becomes truly stupendous.
 History howevef teaches us that VeSLéd interests, however
strong and 1mpresswe they may seem at the moment of
‘Azheu' full mobx.hsahon have never..heless retreated before

i the relentless onslaught of progresswe forces.



‘ sﬁhdanty in Dravidian India.
Drav:dxan Progressive  Federation fmd 'Iitt,l'e
‘;r’in the b1g newspapers owned or controlled bY ‘he Brah- o
’ “mins. Not one word is published in them about the
: ; ;»mammoth public meehngs organised by the Drav;dlan
Progressive Federation and attended by Iarge audiences
even in out of the way villages.  But the speeches of
_ khadi-clad patnots, whose pubhc meetmgs have lately
become conspicuous for the select“_ number Of people
attending them, are reproduced in these newspapers
“under big headlines, of course, after they are metamor— &
phosed by clever sub-editing. A Congress meetmg :
- attended by, say, 100 persons is reporied ”madvertenﬂy" 3
as having bei] attended by 1, 000 persons. At txmes
- another cxpher is added, and the number becomes 10, 000
S After all, what does it matter if one or two cxphers are
'added by mlstake’v’ The ' Brahmin press “ig govemed by a ‘
 code of ]ournahstlc sthics entirely different from any
followed in other parts of the wor}d' Itis un‘que m the
sense that it does not have to conform to pubhc opuuon'
It serves the selfish and clanmsh interassts of its masters
"*Wlth admirable promptltude and v1gour It suppresses

- with unerring regularity- all the press statements xssued\
i P 'bYthe Drawdlan 1eader3 23S % : :

It was only recently that a leadmg member ef the o
f_.)"'Brahmm press sought to explain away this hIack-out by
propoundmg a novel )ournahs’nc doctnne that newspapens'
should 1gnore such of those utterances_ of pubhc men as




nterests, though these utterances may command
roval of the mass of the people. “The majority
t aly'v‘gysbe in the right. - So do not publis‘sh‘ théir

hat Iournahstlc ethlcs demand their publication
~ even wheix they are unpalatable to the editors concernad,
~and that the best method of counteractmg their evil
‘_effects 1f the edxtors honestly felt that such will be the
‘5suk is to oppose them as best they could in their
eadxﬁg artlcles, after pubhshmg the aliéged offensive
rial in fheu‘ columns ~But to suppress them outright

of -news~reportmg as understood dnd pracused in
athef par'rs of the world. It is nothing else than un-
hamed suppression of truth by the members of a clan
A‘:oymg all the advantages accruing out of their having
dan eaﬂy start in Indian ]ournahsm

We fog_ 5 dxfr part are-hbt' concerned so much  with
reSéi.ox'i‘ of D'ravidian' news and views as with'
‘the ,_permstent atfempt to. mlsrepresent us to the outside
| "besu:les portraylng us in dark COIOurs to our owne
Qpeat a lie many nmes and ‘eventually it sticks
soil thls WOuld seem to be their motto! It matters
etoihem if these liss are exposed by the Dravidian
’ t'finaﬁers s’nll less~if the authors of thpsn lies are
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is eno_ugh if they are tenaciously repeated, so the Brahmin
_ press thipks, After all, as things stand at present, the
~ North Indian public. depends upon the Brahmm p“ress

~ for Drav1d1an news and views!

The same is the case with North Indian leaders who
are placed in positions of authority They seldom.care
to acquaint themszlves with the real feelings and senti-
ments of the Dra\ndxan public expressed through their
Ianguage journals. - They are guided” in their policy
towards the South by the advice and guidance they
receive frorn "wise'’ men who invariably happen to
belong  to thé Brahmin community. These Brahmin
advisers, - howsver 'great may have been their ‘past
semces to the country and however "wiss"’ they may be,
are of course one hundred percent communalistic in
their thought and behaviour. Brahmin interests have
always clashed with Dravidian interesis, and it would be
too much to expact of a Brahmin to display a just or even
a slrictly )udlcxal outlook on matiers pertaining to the
~ South. Of course, a way can be found and must be
found, sooner than later, of recon0111ng Dravidian and
. Brahmin interes’s. This is the crux of the Drawdlan
sproblem. To find a solution to this problem is one of the .
main oblechves of ihe Dravidian Progressive Federatlon

But while striving strenuously to establish harmomous
relationship between the Dravidian and Aryan nationa-
,hues the Drawdlan Progresswe Federation cannot shut_
f. its eyes to the gnm realities of the presen It gannot,
: for 1nsrance afford to 1gnore the sinis’er mlsrepresenzahon
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fthe Dravidian viewpoint by the South Indian Brahmin

s pl'éss which is supported by wealthy press barons from
~ the North. It cannot allow the daily slander of its aims

and objectives to go unnoticed. It has got to speak out

; '.'theilri.\th, not only in Dravidian “interests, but also in the

larger interests of the Indian sub-continent.

Some of the lies-spread abroad about ths aims and
activities of the Dravidian Progressive Federation are
fantastic in the extreme. It is astonishing to note with
what brazenness these lies are set forth in the Brahmin
press, not under cover of darkness, but 'in broad daylight;

not even with a show of restraint, but unashamedly and
_unrestrainedly. Not a day passes without some Brahmin

scribe showering calumny and abuse on the heads of
respected Dravidian leaders. But for the spirit of mode-

~ ration and political tolerance displayed by the  leader

- of the Dravidian Progressive Federation Mr. C. N. Anna-

sy

: durai the malicious vilification of Dravidian leaders by
: lhe Brahrmn press might by now have plunged the South
in an orgy of blood bath

But for this great sacrifice motivated by the noblest

» tfpe “of patriotism, the blood and tears shed by our’
‘people in "‘communal riots’’ should have swelled into vast
- proportions. -Our Nor:h Indian brethren and their leaders

win do well not to be misled by the lies spread about the

":Dra‘ndlan people day in- and day out by the Brahmin

press, and not io attempt to coerce the South inio a
'posmon of servitude. Our tolerance should not be misun-

"derstbod for weakness; our alleglance to democra’nc and
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6urpo"lihcxans, journalists and others what exactly they
m’jeﬂ'tant'-by-fliberty or democracy or a classless society, -
_or by any other slogan or catchword of the moment.
Itis the mié_ioﬁune of every nation that Socrates is not
‘alive éj’ﬁd,has left no successors.”

‘T, hqwévér, our good fortune that in Dravida Nad
today are to be found many “successors’’ to Socrates,
thanks to the educa’non given to the people by the
Drav1d1an Progresswe Federahon The people have been
taught to ask questions of their "holy’’ men, politicians and
: eccnomlsts and not to rest content until they receive
5 satlsfactory answers. The result is that a spirit of enquiry
© isin the air.’ And in the context of the peculiar condi-
 tions prevai‘hng in the South the first to be affected by

sian sp1r1t of enguiry is the Brahmin community,
: whlch for cemurles past has reserved certain social privile-
- gesand advantages solely for 1tself to the detrlment of
all others

i "/ : ThéjBrahmins have been able to enjoy these privi-
vleéé's and. advantages for so long a period, not on the
- strehgth of political , or _economic grounds, but largely
on. the basis of religion. Ideas of superiority and
1nfenor1’(y between man and man, betwéen caste and

' ,~-»nasté‘; have been inei:tribably mixzed up with religious
prmclples and practices and m)ected into the minds of

the people as unalterable maxims which cannot be
queshoned without offendmg god and. rehglon' JIf s
sacmlege to question their vahdxtyl Itis. preachlng irre-
- liglcn Lo,protest against social injustices aI}d inequalitizs!

§ % ] ¥l
o - 2
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"6fiaﬁ§ ére’ agreed that the gystem of caste based
1 birth was unknown to the ancient Dravidians and that
t was fxrst_ introduced - amongst them with the advent of
.ans drom the North.. _ The South Indian- soc1a1‘
:1sftoday cut into thousands of water’nght compart-
"; ments, _each compartment constituting .a caste, however
; ’small its number may be. Some castes are as tiny as. only
S 5(30 s*rong Inter dining and inter-marriage between the
,cas’tes are strxctly proh1b1ted - Of course, all these castes -
. belong to Lhe Hindu fold, but thatis so only for the
pu ‘sé‘ of keepmg them confined within the narrow
orbxt" allottéd to each . : ' :

s 'Amomj 'most of these castes marriage is but a
: _‘mechamcal, affair as the choice is strictly limited to a .
B ridtoulously low number. Lel it be noted that all these
'f}j‘ castes be]ong fo the Hmdu religion. It is not our purpose
bere to dlscuss the posmon ofthe Scheduled Castes who
:;; ';are clearly kept out of the bounds of Hindu society. We
5 "7 are now concerned w1th the fourfold division of Hindu
= 'socxety and the hun&reds of castes and sub-castes belon-
gmg to each major. division. Caste upon caste, layer upon
eT, ‘t'{xrrei upon turret the pyramidical structure rises
: Iugher and h}gher “until at last the Brahmm community
ﬁ&s at the pWotal top. 5

ing to these sastras, xi a Brahmm commxts a grave
his sm can, easﬂy be eradxcaLed by a hqht punxsh- =%



A small error,” he is- v1s1ted ‘with fhe most mgorous
pumshment He n may have to part with Al ‘his wealth to:

the Brahmms or he may have to serve them as a slave till
the end of his life. Not only he but also his wife and
_ children will haveto share the same fate for his sins. If it is
felt that even then the punishment is not _énough, he ig
 asked to direct hls future generahons to serve the Brahmins
as lonq as the world Iasts I This is the. stuff thch the
Tamil Hlndu sastras and puranas are made of ! ' :

The person of the Brahmin is held sacred and a
, crirme' ceases to be a crime when he commits it! The
_ number of Tamil puranas and the stories contained in
them easlly run into many thousands Not content with this
prohﬁc output of’ puranic h‘terature, some enterpmsmg
Brahmlns and their paid scribes are crea’ang new onesl!
Their modern 1nterpretatlon of puramc texts is prornptly ;
published in the Brahmin press. There is no ‘question
 at all of any lack of space in pubhshmg them. Take up
today’s Hindu of Madras and you will be amazed to find
that under the headline Today s Engagements , minety
percent of meehng notices rela’ce to puranic lectdres
to be presided over by eminent educahomsts promment ;
F pOIlthldnS High Court judges leadmg lawryers—of course
all of them bglonging to the Brahmin community or the
next hlgher castes among the sudras

We would not have concemed ourselves ‘here so
‘much with the puranas if ‘only they had been treated
merer as puranas But most unfortunatel_y for the
‘Drawdxan people itisnotso. It is a sacrilege to deny
ft‘he?r supposed historicity, thou«gh no amount of m'cdern
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sdiéﬁtiﬁc historical research can prove it. We are asked
4 ,i'b’_'ha've implicit faith in their truth or we are done for
. ever! We must accept the ideas contained in them,
o ‘;lmphcxt or explicit! It is not for us to question the moral
- .aspect of the diverse types of justice ear-marked for
\\ different castest It is not for us to doubt the “divine
dxspensahon : _whxch has “ordained in its plenitude of
~ wisdom that the Brahmins shall be entitled to enjoy certain
"/ special privileges, while members of the other Hindu
E:Astes,shal-l have no share in them!
-,‘ “ 3 i It wxll thus be seen that the vast ma)omy of the people
: professmg Hindu religion in the South are treated as
' social inferiors, while a small community of non-Dravidian
f - origin »k.nqwim‘ as the Brahmins is vested with extraordinary
'—rig}jts.ﬁnd‘ privileges. Whatever may have been the
o ‘circumstances which in the past enabled such an unnatural
. ‘and arbitrary division of society to take place, no._one
with any cléim to sanity can defend it these days.” It is
_the duty ofall those who are determined to ensure for
: _Tthe people equdlity of opportunities to denounce such a
"méﬁétrous social inequity. Respect for human dignity
. and human rights compels us to protest agains{ a practice
1 which treats the mass of the people as helots, but recog-

nises a handful of persons as the master-caste.

g Is 1t then preaching irreligion to ask -the people not
- to beheve in these puranic stories which have “stunted
S the growth of . soclety and led to its degeneration 2 Is the
g Dravidlan Progresswe Federatlon spreadmg irreligion
when it says that the puramc stones are the result of
erﬂad 1magmahon intended to perpetuate the prmleges
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,,_i‘f a smgle. oammunity? Is the Dravxdxan Prograsmve
2 ‘-,_ Féderatlon corrupting -the morals of tbe people ‘when
= insists on equal opportunihes bemg ngen to all sechons

" of the population irrespective of caste or creed? Is the

g Dravidian Progressive Federation pfopagatingli atheism
 when it teaches the people to develop a sense of proper
parspective and treat the puranic stories as mere stories ?

It is an uphill tesk, the task of curing society of ifs
faith in these puranic stories. It demands unselfish and
unremitting labour. It possesses no glamour, 1716 .peiébx;al :
gains for those engaged in it. On the coh&ari,. Ait‘invélves" ,
personal sacrifices of the severest type and brings those
engaged in it to a clash with -powerful vested mtexests :
Despite all these ‘disadvantages, the. Dravidi'an Progi'essive A
Federation ‘has come forward to cure soc»ety of the puramc""
canker \y'hxch is eatmg into-its very vitals. In the ctrcufns-’.

‘tances, it is  a crime against society to mxsrepresent the
aims and aspirations of the Dravidian Progressive Federa-

~ tion. - We should be grateful to it for possessing the moral
~ stamina to courageously grapple with a sxtuatlon which‘
: has bafﬂed the best minds of the country ‘ :

Apart from strengthemng ‘and perpetuatmg the ccste e
_system by dmdmg society into a number of caste compart-
fments, the 'I‘amxl puranas are mostly ftlthy masmuch as
hey are filled with obscene stories: cominq undér the’

2 category of sexy hterature Under the gu;se of descnbxn:_; =
“the love affairs of the qods and goddessea ‘the I‘lShlS :

l@n‘d thexr wives and mlstresses they cater to. the lecherons
»‘tastes ot the debauchee Even the most hardened Mnter
of modern Sexy stories w;ﬂ blush to raad. 'the

2oy




‘ven today at Snrangam _

his bed-room at once ' The door was barred :

< oddess Lakshmi. - Ranganadha knocked the_, :
sin, After some minutes, Goddess Lakshmi' ‘
he uise of a batlacbarya (pmest) and opened

_te how in_the mght In the meanhme, God Ranganadha
00 ha ssinned the. guxse of a battacbarya - Lakshmi
xm and declined to open the door. = God
anadha who is alleged to have swallowed the world, -
evealed hls real 1de~1tity, begged her to pardon i

One mght God o

Jttle to see who it was who had called at that
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Let us now look into another puranic story where\{he
s verdxct of Godisdetermined by caste. In holy Madhurm

- _in the temple of God Chockanadhar - God vaa and his

consort Parvathl were ‘once engaged in playmg an ‘inte-
'restmg game of chess. ,Suddenly Siva d;scontxnued?he
game and stood up. When the Goddess demanded of
‘him the reason for the abrupt discontinuance of the' game,
he replied he was leaving 1mmed1atelx to answer the call
of a pious devotee. Both of them fthen left by air, and
the devotee soon received his much needed blessings.
The devotee had already comxmtted certain sins, and, of

course, he had to bes cleansed of his sins before his pxety e

could be accorded recogmhon The method of purifi-
cation suggested by Siva himself was qmte slmple
The devotes had to take a bath in the Tank of the Golden
Lotus. Next he “had to gather some grass with which to
feed a cow. And lastly, he must walk around the -
temple three times. And lo! he secured eternal bliss after
going through -this purificatory process.- Let us now
- inquire into ‘the antecedents of this devotee-and the
nature of his crimes. He was guilty of all the Five Deadly
Sins mentioned in the puranas. He had murder‘ed his
father! Not content with this delectable taék ‘he had
cohabited with his fhother' It is this devotee who recai-
ved the blessings of Siva in the twinkling of an eye"
: The extenuating circumstance in this case was that he’
~ Was a Brahmin. Is this a verdict based on the merlts of
~ the case ? Or, is it one based on the caste system"

~To quote Mr. C. N Hnnadnral I31t necessary to
link our God mex{ncably with obscene puranic stones'?



' lcatmn of such puramc stones serve. to xmptove
or prwate morality ?  Not content w1th creating
~of a Mohini, whose charms were provocative
igh to- compel Lord Slva to capxt:u.late before her; we
A_ha &lsoclothed God in the ixgure of apigt Isit just
thaf wa should subxecL the concephon of God to such
base mdxeule‘? :

“Our puramc 1iterature is m()stly concerned with
omances of Nayanmars and Alwars. Their main
- preeccupahon iy thh the avatars of God, depicting
f'scenes of unbndled vulganty which, though done in the
_name. of rehglon. are such as will ultxmately lead to inter- -

" They are

¢ ocmtéd wﬁh ughness and obscemty, we do not have
z;;on w}nc%us pure and ciean we do not. haVea
‘which is imbued wﬁh a spirit oi love and
S w d'o not ‘enjoy that kind of freedom whlch] L
the observance of human nghts and enables men
&8 ﬂt;la’l bemqs oS : =5




i ,"We need a hterature whlch is' free from §ex obsce-
“4}‘,*‘mi1es and mcrdents encouraging rehgxous blgotry 'W'e'
_want hterary ‘works  that w1ll raise the general level of
people's mtelhgence - We want books that' will falthfully'
reflect the Spmt of our age. We must deve}op that kind of

- outlook which treats aH humamty as’ one and admrts of but’

_one Gog, “We. want a God who asks of us orﬂy our T
We refuse to have anything to do ‘with Gods which ~want
us to give them palaces, priests to serve as their mlddlémen,;- :
wives, mxstresses lands and costly ]ewels and feshvals We
do not want o prolong for a day a 31tuat10n whlch alIows,
huge accumu]atron of wealth inside the temples, whxle the,

f]ieople outsxde are steeped in mlsery and poverty IT only‘
God ‘were to address the people dxrect he would say
'How foohsh you are! 1 created the world I crea’ced:- f
the waters and the grams 1 gave you pearls and emeralds_

: and gold Above all; I gave you mtelhgence with which:
to dlfierentlate between rxght and wrong.. But what are you.
gwmg me in retum’? You are trymg to please me . w1th'

_ your pongal made of hatf a measure of rice! Ido not'
want that. Al that T want is that you should love the f
poor and the downtrodden and try to 1mprove thelr lot

L)

: "Poet Barathi vomed the feehngs of the people when
he sang that a Pappcm could not and should not any
fonger bz called as Ayyar nor a whlte rermgbee be

,'addressed a Durai. Has ot even Barathl opened your

eyes ‘to the reahtzes of the sxtuatlon? Have you
=~ consxdered for a moment if the 1deas of ]ustlce adumbrated -
; in our puramc literature - are ~just “or apphcabfe ’(o—
 our’ txmes’? Of what avail is tha’c hterature “wh

. P
e
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.

;ﬁeas of ']‘ushce are but one-sided? Do we really need
such a literature ? Friends, - please let ‘me have your

cons1dered verdlct on these queshons

ooy If we have quoted Mr. C. N. Annadurai at- some.
' length, it is. because we wantthe reader to . understand
b clearly and thhout the shadow of a doubt how baseless:
and nz,ahmous is the accusation put. forth by the Brahmin
press that thn DraV1d1an Progresswe ‘Federation is prea-
b chmg atheism and corrupting peoples morals.. Political
: dlshonesty is carried, to ifs-extreme length when a small
3 clan whlch is afrald of losmg its. ill-gotten prmleges
falsely attnbutes to a leader op\mons wh1ch he has not
countenanced Al that Mr C N. Annadural and the
Drav1d1an Progresswe Federahon of which he is the
founder w;sh to do s to release the people from the
‘clutches of supershtlous behefs and prachces 1nst111ed
; mto their mmds by the Brahmamc puranas ‘and sas‘(ras
L and SOUght to be kept alive by the Brahmin clan in the
' name of god and rehglon It is this attempt to resuscitate
~and reconstruct society ona ratlonal basis, this. supreme

, - effort to reclalm socnety whxch is at the moment moth-
; eaten dlsorgamsed and dxsumted that is mxsrepresen.ed
to the out51de world by a set of venemous scrlbes as
: preachmg athelsm and communahsm =

Prime Minister Pandit ‘Nehru echoed the same senti~
ments, nay, repeated the very words of Mr. C.N. Anna-
- durai when he said,’ while addresmng a pubhc meeting
at Delhi m connection - with the Gandhi Jayanti celébra-
hons g "The Hmdu and Sikh’ communal orgamsatlons are’
posurg themselves as st‘ronq champlons o{ Hmdu rehgnon
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»)'v-"f"-fmed to the Iengt.b of one's tm‘t on tbe head 04'1\, &EHQHI
: of the sandal marks on- the }'orebead szs is. Lhe inter-
: :pretaﬁcm loday of Hmdu re]zgmn g1ven by cemmuna]
gf-f-"»[orces in t]:e country wﬁo caII ibemse]ves cliampions
_ ioF the re]zgzon‘ 1 certain forces want to ‘make Hmdu :
rehgmn a matter of tenets and Hmdu customs %hey are
playmg a big fraud on the people" PRSI =

Dravxdlan India should be grateful to Pandlt Nehm :
for broadcastmg word for word though umntenbonally,
the message of the leader of the Drawdxan Progresswe

Federatmn to a wider audience.r It is at the same time
s lmperahve “that the various na’uonahhes of the Indlan

sub-Conhnent parhcularly our North Indxan brethren, j

» ; shou]d clearly undesstand that the views of Pandlt Nehru
,quoted above are exactly the same as those propagated

by the Drawdum Progresswe Federatxon

It is gr-ahfymg to learn that Pandit Nehru at Iong !ast

: has come 'co possess some real understandlng of the nature
i of the Brahmin-Nonbrahmin conflict in Dravuia ‘Nad.
- dtis good to hear the Prime Mnnster of the country
:declare, though 1mphedly, that the separatlst— tendenczes -
B Qf the South are the Ioglcal oulcome of the communal
spirit animating certam reachonary iorces. Says ;

Nghru “The cry of Hmdu India or Hmdu Rashtr& ,ls
draught with peril, because if that xdeo"iogy gamed
ground, it would not. be confmed to Hindus, Mushms and
Sﬂ:hs but would spread to the, whole of ’ ‘
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3 Chffezhentr sub-cas’ces., It would intensify separatlst ten-
\Cies already exlstmg like the Brahmln Nonbrahmm
= ee],mg m South Indm ;

Wl‘iﬂe the Dravndlan Progressive Federation is grateful
vto_’d\e Prime Minister for condemning communalism"

in no uncertain terms, it desires that ' the freedom’ of
"speech Whlch he exercised in this connection be also

_given to it for the same purpose. It may be that Pandit
Nehru is not aware - ~of the fact that many members of
" the Dravidian Progressive Federation have been fined ‘and
nnpnsoned and subjected to barbarous treatment in jails
for gmng expressmn to vie ws and senhments exactly
similarto those expressed by hxm at the Delhi meeting. It
‘may be that he is still unaware of the vast public support
which the ‘Dravidian Progressive Federation is gathering
aroupd the principle of a secular state to which he has
: rqpeatedly professed his firm allegiance. '

~ Itis however very necessary that Pandit.Nehru and
~our ‘Nortyh Indian brethren should know that the powerful
South Ind1an Brahmin - press is trying to discredit the
Drav1d1an ‘movenient by accusing it of spreading 'com-

. munal hatred”’, a clever expression to hoodwink the North
io whom .”communal hatred'" means only one thing?

” ; namely, Hindu- Muslim warfare. It is only natural that
the people of the North who know only too well all the
horrors of communal frenzy in the shape of Hindu-Muslim

' riots, should view thh dlstaste the alleged communal
ach'ntles of {he Drawdxan leaders publicised through
the Brahrmn press But the communahsm ‘which stalks

L)




: Brahmin GOmmunahsm that is unashamedly‘ m I or

i'tothe outside - world by the Brahmm pness _
" “communal ‘hatred”. But then the Brahm

“nationalistic’’! Brahmin natwnahsm
the lay man isby no means best fitted to:pr
: the intricate nature of ihe dwme mmd' e

, - The Dramdxan Progressxve Federa'aonsempha
- the term "Dra\ndlan ‘is mtended to make
7 conscxous of then' rich hentage—-a ghlture thal is |
ofree from the Brahmanic tenets and dogmas which

_‘ perpetuate socnal mxustxces and mequahhea.



ever be :the pr&sent posxtxon of the people bearmg lt =

: 'ulture, a hterature a cwxhsatmn, a way o‘[r
cond to none in the whole world? Was the immortal

agore wrong when he mcluded “Dravidam’’ among the

a nyv natlonal streams runmng through this sub continent?

the North Indians -ashamed of calhng themselves

5?2 Why then should any one take exception to the

v‘;dians calhng themselves Dravmhans ?

»t is one thmg to say that the Drawdxans and all other
nahhes inhabiting this land are all Indian citizens,
mie another to insist that each one of them should
its dxst,mct 1dent1ty Here again, the Indian Prime
ster has made a statement which compels our atten-
To quote Whrle umty i essential, an- enforced
mltey A5 npt oniy not necessary but, I think, is
ndesirable. Why should we not keep thxs great variety,
hich ‘-énnches our lives in addition to our basic unity ?
,would be domg _great harm to our conc=pt of India if
tried to conhne lt in a straxt )acket of a partxcular pomt :




A v PleaF'or

- Ttis th° tragedy of post-mdependent Indxa that fhe
Prime Mamster ‘whose utteranc'es are naver lackmg in
ﬁne and exalted sentiments and prmmp}es, : seldom takes :
~pains to put them" mto practice. Or, it may be that he
is unable to do soin the pres°nt context of a{fatrs in
—the Congress organisation.  Whatever be the neason.

‘his plea for allowing the- full develepmént of the p persc. .
nahty of each of the various nationalities w1fhout thelr
being battered into a dead level of regunented umformlty
by dictation from above, has been effectwely sabotaged.,
by those entrusted with high- authorxty {

The attempt of the Hindi fanotlcs to thrust Hindi
- 'down the throats of the Dravidians is an instance in point.
_* Tamil, the parent of all the Dravidian languages, possesses
" a classical literature which is old as the hills, clear as
the mountain spring and pure and fragrant as the jasmine. °
* Age cannet wither, nor custom stale its béauty. Its'study‘
was sadly neglected during the British occupaﬁdn-f One
of the main :forces that continunlly kept alive the libe-
" ration movement in the South was the promlse often
repeated by the ’nationalists’ that as ‘soon as the country
‘was freed from the foreigner’ s yoke Tamil would be
restored to its rightful place in Dravrda Nad. But quite
0the contrary thmg has happenad. The Dravxdlans recelved
-a rude shock whon they found that Hindji was to be imposed

upon them either by direct compulsmn or by back door
S "methods Ve :

: A little more imagination oﬁ the part of. 'oui‘ North
B vInchan brethren will . enable them to have an’ tdea of the -
: ‘mtense heartburmng and chagn‘n Wthh the ‘Drawdlans felt
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. when they found Hindi fanatics displaying an unbending
‘,{;f&fﬁiude,‘ _under the leadership of so responsible a
‘rl,‘iﬁex_‘son_ as Rajarishi Purushottamdas Tandon, over so
.~ simple and innocuous an issue as the a.dopfidn of Arabian
numerals. Tandon and his followers insisted on having
" their pound of flesh. The many admonitions and threats
* >of re.rxbuhon held out to the Dravidians if they failed
“to fall in line with the Hindi imperialists provoked even
{thedoule Congress . Members from Dravida Nad to turn
E and. say that the South will resist the imposition of Hindi
thh all its strength But they protested in vain.

7 The study of the Dravidian languages which was so
lc;udly talked about in pre-independence days was to be
: 7 Q})i'eﬂy dfoppéd and Hindi was to be given the seat of
",'hgno‘\;\r in Dravidian schools and colleges! Will our
?‘."Hindi"-'speaking friends put up with any attempt to make
- the study of a Dravidian language compulsory in their
own educational institutions?  Dravidian sentiment has

‘been wounded and it may take a long long time before
: "_1t is healed. Throughout the length and breadth of Tamil

‘Nad, in all railway stations, blg and small, even in

“small village stations where the train hardly ever stops,

the name-board contains the station’'s name in three

blanguages, Hmdl, English and Tamil. On.the top, ,t}..‘e
~ name in Hindi is inscribed in bold letters, next cdmes
'T"»i'Enghsh and at the bottom is to be found the name in
lé?f "I'arml in tmy letters, whwh one could not deciphar unless
Elﬁ; one goes nearest to the name'board What have the
- Hindi 1mper1ahsts gained in thus literally relegating
Tamzl m Tamll Nad to the 1ast place" DLd they fear that







a cultu;:e I an-y unable to overlook the mqre or
§ ked dxiferences somehmes subtle; between the
) "ier?nt cultures _prevailing in- dxfferent _parts of India.
ulture - is | atter all a way of life. - It would be idle fo-
hat tlze way of life of an orthodox Brahmin, say, of :
n;or“e" is: fdentzcal with the way of life of an ortbodox
Benga]z Brabmm or an orthodox Punjabi Brahmin,

ougfz tbe basw tenets and pbzIOSOpby of conduct are

ugly and clumsy they mayr look. The Dravidian natlonahty
up and movmg It is time that our Delhi rulers read the
"t"'g' on  the wall and bestirred * themselves to the
realities’ of the situation. Tolerance has never been a
ommodlty with us. We shall of course do our very
est ~o,,'apprec1ate the f1ner pomts of the Hindi : culture
a‘nd language. We are at the ‘same time proud that our
own classical Dravidian literature and culture possessses
an exeellence which we cannot allow to fade away at
anybody s d1ctahon ; -

he cha-rge of commuualism agamst the Dravxd}an 2 :
Progresswe Federabon is sought to’ be strengthened by:f
‘ hmin press;.zby another dev;ce The _._Dravxchan







= M1mster Menon admxts that some protechon is neces-
sary, espec:ally in this State so. that backward com-
' mumhes might not be comple’tely crushed under the weight

E- of Bra‘hmm monopoly. - Mr. Pothan Joseph, in his usual

masterly fashwn,» summanses ‘the position thus: “The
’ Supreme Court's Judgment confirms the mvahdatxon of
what s called the Communal G. O. prevalent for many
Ybars 1n the Madras province before the commencement
- of the Constltuhon because in their Lordshlps opinion
the order in ques’nonr confhcted with the provisions of
Part3 (Fundamental nghts) of the Constltuhon now in
fotce The Madras Mmlstry has on the rec01l vn'tuallz
declded to. recommend that the phraseology should be

E: so amended as to permxt a State freedom of proportionate

admlsslon to colleges and recruitment to the services as
o may be con31dered expedlent ‘by the State Government
i io ward off monopo]y and give encouragement to classes
‘ left behmd in- the ‘previous phases of social struggle for
E emstence When the Justice Party issued the order to

QWQa ‘helping hand to backward ssctions, it 'committed,

'the folly of acquiescing in- the descriptiors "Communal
G. o I mwted on the provision a malodorous signi-
. Efmanee whlgh was bound to be its doom, apart from the
. "‘_tncky wordmg of the clause on "Equality” introduced
in the text of the Constitution against the spmt of the .
e Mmontz Sub-Comxmttees Report. If instead of the
' name “Communal, G - Q. the term “Inter-
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unarl"G{'"CA}“ Is fhisbommﬁn‘alisﬁx” s this commu-
of the type which stalks the 1eng’:h and breadth
North Indlct and which is rightly condemned by all
des of pubhc opxmon'r’

: o Few reasonable men will take exceptlon to the Dravi-
3 ;dlan claun ‘that the pohhcal freedom of this vast sub-
s conhnent which was won by the collechve endeavour
and sacrifice of all the Indian nationalities, should be
: _commonly ‘shared by all the peoples, and not by a few
o prm‘nleged castes and groups alone. The Dravxdlan
 people, ‘therefore, cannot be expected to suppOrt a
,;..,Govemment Wthh does not in the least represent them.
- The present composition of the Delhi cabinet is an instance
in point.. The Delhi Cabmet contains at the moment three
'L; }.mambers from the Dravxdlan South—Messrs.  C. Rajago-
;palachanar N. Gopalaswami Ayyangar and ‘K. Santanani
""_'7->Ayyangar It may be that this distinguished trio from
Zithe South crystalhzes in -itself all the msdom and talent
nd genius of India. We would however draw the
;a’tténffori of our North Indian brethren to the rather

y'uSplmous cu'cumstance of all these three distinguished
men belonging to the sama Brahmin caste—a caste which,
though it constitutes only three percent of the populahon

Of,South India, hasby virtue of its clanmsh cohesiveness
~ and the earher start it gained through the help of the .
ﬁhsh rulers who were only too w1llmg to help those who
‘ }ped them practically succeeded in shuthng out the
ple from aﬂ avenues towards a bet’cer and fuller life.
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£ th@;é-:_is nothing racial about it.  The helpless peasant
who loses -his only hut and the small bit of land to the

~ Marwari money- lender from the North is not interested in

-anthropoloqical researches But he remembers to the

~ end of his life that a North Indian deprived him by

'unfaxr means of his food and shelter. To him all North
Indians are the same, be they money-lenders or cloth-
shop owners. The petty retail trader, who winds up his

provision stores owing to uneconomic competition in the

shape of pricé reduction from formidable North Indién

q_ar‘tels, {inds later that they have raised commodity prices

i to a very high level. The same situation is obtained in

blg business as well. Commerce, banking, insurance,
industries, all these are concentrated in the hands of a
fow dnscrupuldus capitalists from the North. A situation
Ihés now arisen when the Dravidians cannot pursue their

normal business activities in their own State.

‘What are the Dravidians to do? Are they to leave
Dravida Nad once again for Ceylon, Burma, Malaya and

" Africa, as they did under British rule? Doour North

Indian brethren expect us to love these fmancml vultures

who have descended upon us from the North and who are
‘bleeding our people white? It is easy to cite plenty of
_instances of North Indxan commercial explmtahon of

! Dravida Nad which has been carried to an extent which

was not permxtted even under British rule. We content

ourselves with stating that far from bemg hostile to our

5 North Indian brethren—and we know that they too are

.*~§ub)eet to most of the disabilities which the South is

52 ,contendmg agamst—-—We are only too willing to avaxl -






qmetus to the whlspermg campalgn carried on by the
Brahmln press that our organisation is recewmg financial
: md frorn the Dravidian cap1tahsts

' In the poht1cal sphere, the Dravxdxan Progresswe
;Federahon is engaged in mobxlxsmg an effective consti-

‘tutional oppeosition to the government. Few reasonable

men .Will_.‘:deny_ that Congress rule over the couniry in
{h‘e pas;c four years has shown unmistakable signs
of 1ts tendmg ‘more and more towards one-party
drctatorship Opposition to Congress  Governmenis,
C_ént_ral and State, is either contemptuously brushed aside
 of ho cbnsequence or ruthlessly suppressed under some
pre’text or other, The similarities between the now exiled
T}htangs Kuommgtang -and the Congress governments
are pemlously close. Surely no patmot would wish for a
répe’ntxon of Chlnese hxstory on Indian soil.  Hence it is

airfst odds to functlon as a constitutional opposition.

2

i 'he'mechamsm of a ‘motor car”’, says Mr. C. N. Anna

‘some 'nvers runmng t:hrough it.. These nve!s

: This aﬁfhorita‘.ti#e statement by the leader of the -
Dmvxdxan Progresswe Federation should serve togivea -

dﬁﬁgj ‘m his lmmatable manner, “'contains gadgets not '
make i move, but also to stop g H
I not nﬁcessanly _become ferhle merely because 5

the Dravidian Progressive Federation is striving, :

»
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nts, but those quahtxes in the mmds of the people,v
hich make it so pathetically easy to secure theu' -@pproval
of the measures whlch destroy the health of their society.
; JFortunately, to be aWare of what the dangers are is halt
! battle in overcommg them."

_ It is thls docxle acquiescence of the Dravidian people
: dlctatxon from Delhi that has enabled the latter to keep
the Dramdlans in a state of semi-starvation for well-nigh
_feur years Nothmg brings out more forcibly the Madras
% 'Govemment s servile deperidence on the Government
- ,at Delhi than the heartless complacency which the latter

has dlsplayed all these four years towards the questxon

B ef supplymg enough rice to the people of Dravida Nad.
Lack of space forblds us to recapitulate here in detail
the Unlon Government's refusal to contract for the import

o£ rice w1th certain foreign countries which at one time
had huge exportable “stocks, its diversion of even the

¥

httle quantlty of rice avaxlable to the wheat-eating
North on the plea of lack of transport facilities and
“ the. State Governments incompetence in adminis-
tering the enforcement of the rationing system. The
entre is no- doubt more concerned with Kashmir than .
: ith stoppmq starvation in the South. Delhi has no qualms

aBout lettmg our people starve. The Drav1d1an Progres-’

sive Federahon serves as the authentic voice of the
*,awdlan pEOple who have at 1ong last freed themselves

T pohtlcal r1ghts ‘and responsxblhhes Four years
*‘:gx‘ess rule has convinced them that the1r very

xistence 'ae a self-respectmg peoplé will be ended






is that ﬂus i—lchi_ev{ e

le without any help what-







- firm delermination  not to make an{
€ uon essenhals but to pursue steadfastly the .

_,ospects of a free Dravndlan Indla are at the -
nghter than ‘ever before, ior we have in

5 tesman and a courageous captam, who, while

ing }ns éye on the distant horizon, is yet ‘ever

gilant ot ‘the enemy mines floating immediately ahead-
i:-néws the enemy s strength as well as hls weaknesses






