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On a Rare Three - Tier Hero - Stone with
Depiction of a Hero fighting with an
Elephant

Dr. C. MAHESWARAN*
&
Mr. K.S. SAMPATH**

. Preamble

Hero - stones which are sculpted out as structures of tiers,
especially as structures of three - tiers predominate the wealth of
hero- stones identified in the district of Erode, Tamilnadu, South India.
Due to the impact of Hoysala rule (of Karnataka) in the region under
study such three- tier have permeated into the realm of Tamilnadu'. Later
on, this kind of typical three-tier hero-stones were adopted by the
Vijayanagar rulers as well2. Aberrations of the typical three- tier hero-
stones are also identified in the Erode district as three-tier hero - stones
(in a lesser degree) and as single-tier hero-stones (in stray cases) as well.

The heroic activity of the deceased hero that were depicted in the
three-tier hero-stones will be either the hero fighting with a ferocious
wild beast (tiger, panther, boar as the case maybe) or an enemy (usually
riding on a beast such as horse, elephant). Accordingly, the hero-stones
are designated popularly as ‘puli kuththi kal” (Lit. “(hero-)stone with
depiction of stabbing of a tiger”) or as ‘panni kuththi kal* (Lit.”(hero-)
stone with depiction of stabbing of a boar”) or as ‘kudhirai kuththi kal’
(Lit. “(hero-)stone with depiction of stabbing of a horse”)-as the case
may be.

* Curator (Anthropology Section), Government Museum, Egmore, Chennai-600 008.
** Epigraphist, Department of Archaeology, Egmore, Chennai- 600 008.
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Interestingly enough, there is no reference of ‘yvaanai ‘kuththi kal’
in the common parlance although there is reference of ‘yaanai maram’
(Lit. “shivelrous activity of stabbing of an elephant).

In this paper, an attempt is made to highlight a rare three-tier
hero-stone (from Kal Kadambur at Sathyamangalam taluk of the Erode
district) that has been identified with depiction of stabbing of an
elephant. -

Il. Introducing a Typical Three-Tier Hero-Stone

A typical three-tier hero-stone is a rectangular slab of stone,
demarcated into three-tiers with a clear cut ridge in between the tiers.
The lower-tier shows the heroic deed of the hero in the earthly abode;
the middle-tier displays the transitional stage wherein the deceased hero?
is being lifted to the other world* by celestial maids who flank him; and
the upper-tier exhibits the other world where the deceased hero (with/
without his consort(s)) is shown worshipping the almightys. In short, all
the three stages of the hero (i.e., in the earthly abode, in the transitional
stage and ultimately in the heavenly abode) are depicted within a typical
three-tier hero-stone, as if in a narrative tale. The symbols of moon and
sun are also shown on the ridge of the upper-tier so as to convey sym-
bolically that the name and the fame of deceased person(s) will remain in
the universe till the presence of those two celestial bodies.

lll. A Note on a Rare Three-Tier Hero-Stone identified from Kal
Kadambur

A rare three-tier Hero-stone with depiction of a hero stabbing an
elephant is identified by the authors of this paper from Kal Kadambur (in
Sathyamangalam taluk of the Erode district) at a private cultivable land.
In this hero-stone, the heroic activity is shown in its lower tier. And the
spouse of deceased hero who is being lifted to the other world by
celestial maids flanking her is depicted in the middle-tier while the
deceased hero in the other world (the siva loga) workshipping the aniconic
from of Lord Siva (the siva linga) with the sacred bull (,the nandhi) is
shown in the upper-tier.

As this hero-stone is located within a serene forest range, it is
identified with coverage of lichens (,the composite form of algae and
mosses)s. Hence, it is seen with light green layer. Consequently, the
sculptural details of the hero-stone is not easily discernible to the naked
eyes.
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paper prefer to call them as ‘Typical Karnataka Three-Tier Hero-Stones’, since most
of them are associated with the Hoysala rule and warfare.

This conjecture is proposed by the authors of this paper by identification of
three-tier hero-stones, bearing Vijayanagar elements from two sites, viz.,
Malliyammandurgam, Kadambur Forest Range, Sathyamangalam taluk, Erode dis
trict and Periyapuliur, Bhavani taluk, Erode district.

In the case of incorporation of ‘Sati’ elements within the hero-stones (i.e., the
spouses) of the deceased hero, indulging in self sacrifice), the celestial maids are
observed to lift the spouse(s) of deceased hero as well (, along with the deceased
hero) to the other world.

Mostly, the other world is depicted as ‘Siva loga’. However, we could also per
ceive depiction of other world either without any conspicuous elements of Saivism
(, as in the case of rare hero-stone of Anaikatti, The Nilgiris) or with sheer elements
of Vaishnavism (, as in the case of rare hero-stone of Periyapuliyur, Bhavani taluk,
Erode district).

Quite rarely, the deceased hero was not shown in the upper-tiers; rather, the celes
tial maids are shown in that place (, as evidenced from a rare three-tier hero-stone
identified from the Burgur Hills of Bhavani taluk, Erode district).

The lichens are Viable only in pollution-free environment. Hence, the heritage
structures such as ‘hero-stones’, ‘inscriptions’ that are located in such
polution-free environments became prone to microbial attacks.

A simple non-tiered hero-stone belonging to the Chola period was identified at the
‘Hussain Thottam’ of Anaimalai, Coimbatore district bears depiction of a hero
fighting with an elephant (Personal Communication from Dr. R. Poongundran,
Registration Officer (Rtd.) of the Department of Archaeology, Government of
Tamilnadu, Chennai).

Here, for want of space, the signigicant elements alone are depicted in the given
tiers. Consequently, the ‘element of sati’ alone (but not the deceased hero ) is
shown in the middle tier. In the same way, the ‘element of deceased hero’ alone
(but not the spouse who entered ‘sati’) is depicted in the upper-tier.

This conjecture gets strengthened further by the identification of two more akin
hero-stones (one at the Anaimalai of Coimbatore district and the other at the Burgur
Hills of Erode district) with depiction of hero fighting with elephant. It is neediess
to state here that both Anaimalai and Kollegal are located within the elephant
corridor of Western Ghats.
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|t is suggested that similat efforts of acquisition of such rare hero-stone could also
be initiated by the Curator, Government Museum, Ciombatore at the earlist.
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Study of Terracotta lamps from
Archaeological excavations.

K. SRIDHARAN
Chennai

Archaeology studies the story of man’s past through his material
remains. The materials or artefacts found in Archaeological excavations
throw more light on material culture of ancient people.

Terracotta objects obtained in the excavations give light on clay
art of early people. Lamps made of clay are one of the objects found
predominently in most of the Archaeological excavations in Tamilnadu.

Light was an important aspect of life of ancient people. During
pre-historic times man utilised animal fat for lit the lamp during night
time.In historical period man Utilised the hand made clay lamps.

Tamil literatures of Sangam period (300 B.C - 300 A.D) mention
that the people used lamps in clay and iron, as referred in Nedunalvadai
(@r@msameL, - 52) and in Silapathikaram (fleotby 780 - 6 : 123). It is
called as ‘Earthen Lamp’ (oi&c0allenss).

There are references of different kind of lamps such as highly
ornamented (smaalmar alleré@) lamp with a provision of spout for
wick (2apm elers@&) and Permanent lamp (@flur aflers@). Lamps are
also provided in the wedding ceremony.

Literary references about lamps from Mullaipattu and Perungadai
are mentioned below.

GUECSTy WATmS S bah DADLDSS
@re) uss Gewwn Semily eeaflourer
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Quprisens (1 : 47 - 173 - 175)

Small and tiny pots are also called as Agal (9i&6). The small pots
found at karur and kodumanal excavation are inscribed with brahmi
inscriptions mentioned as KURUAGAL (small pot) and kalandai vamban
agal (agal belongs to kalandai Vamban).

Archaeological excavations at Appukallu, Perur, Kaveripattinam,
Adiyamankottai, Guttur, Kudikadu, Poluvampatti, Tirukoyilur,
Tiruvamattur, Palayarai, Dharasuram, Mangudi, Kodumanal,
Sembiankandiyur and other places yielded terracotta lamps with oval
shape and decorated with wavy design.

In medieval period lamps made of fine clay having flat bottom
with circular rim of height of 3 cm and a provision of sharp and deep
protruding lip for wick. These lamps shcw good workmanship and
decorated with grooves, flower designs and fish like line.

Terracotta lamps with the provision of placing 3, 4, 6, 8 and 12
wicks were also found. The centre of the lamp is having the elevation
for keeping the long wick. Some of the lamps found in the Padavedu
excavation are painted with golden colour.

In later period terracotta lamps were wheel made and round in
shape with a provision of one wick. The excavation at palayarai yielded
a heap of more than 100 numbers. This place might have used as a
manufacturing Unit. Lamps made of soap stone or steatite were also
occurred in later period.

The modern oil lamps with one wick are similar to above type.
The tradition is followed and lamps made of clay are still used in
modern times.

Thus Archaeological excavations throw light on the terracotta
lamps which occupied an important part of our life.
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Terracotta lamps from Boluvampatti Excavation,
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