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EDITORIAL

Post-Graduate Courses:

The outstanding event of the year. so far as we are concerned, has been the
commencement of the M. Sc. course in Chemistry. It 1s hoped that next academic
year we would also be able to avail ourselves of the affiliation offered for M.Sc Zoology.
Apart from the obvious advantage of the improved tone of academic work, the
greatest benefit that can accrue from this upgrading is the prospect of our College be-
coming a centre of research in these subjects. The lack of facilities for, and the almost
scandalous neglect of research i most of cur Colleges could be remedied oply by such
an upgrading, enabling University Professors to be on the spot to gnide and supervise
research. We have already a nucleus of research workers, which, under the able
guidance of Prof, Santhappa, we are sure, would grow into ever-widening circles.

Campus Project:

Thanks to the generosity of the University Grants Commission, the Govern-
ment of Madras and the citizens of Madurai, we have been able to erect on our campus
a few new buildings. It was required of us that we contribute cur mite and it has
been most gratilying to note the magnificent way in which all our students, men and
women, and members of the faculty have responded to the call and have thrown
themselves into this campus project. Students and Staff have, literally, stood shoulder
to shoulder in this constructive endeavour and we have enjoyed a camaraderie not
quite possible under other circumstances. The idea of campus project has caught well
and it is our hope that 1t would continue to be instrumental in helping us realise the
dignity of labour, the joy resulting from joint effort and the fellowship born of
serving a good purpose.

Obituary:

With deep regret we record the demise of Mrs. William M. Zumbro, widow of
Principal Zumbro, at Norwich, Connecticut, on 3rd September 1958. We convey our
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condolences to her daughters, Mrs. L. B. Ward of Princeton, New 'Jersey.- and Mrs,
J. C. Richardson of Kenilworth, Illinovis.

We also record, with deep sorrow, the death of Rev. Dr. A. J. Saunders. on
27th July 1958 at Camberwell, Melbourne. He was aged 80. He was Professor of
Economics at the American College and for a time was acting Principal of the College.
He also served at one time or another as barsar, Iibrarian, chaplain, hostel warden, and
amagazine editor. We extend our heartfelt sympathy to his widow and his daughters
Mrs. G. S. Wright and Lyada Florence.

‘Our New Friends:

It is a great pleasure to have with us, living on our campus, the Rev. Telfer
Mook and his family. As Secretary of the American Board of Commissioners of Foreign
Missions he wi'l be having ample opportunities to observe and study, at first hand, the
situation here. 'With their unassuming simpliciry and frank geniality, the Mooks have
-already won many friends. We trust that their stay in Madurai would bea happy one.

We also take this opportunity to welcome to our midst Mr. David Lockwood,
‘Oberlin-Shansi representative in Madurai. His special interests are sports aand
journalism and he is continuing the good work of his predecessor, Mr. Charles
Ryerson.

News bas reached us that the Rev. and Mrs. William Kelly will be with us
soon. Rev. Kelly, after the preliminary training at the Language School in Bangalore,
will officiate as Chaplain of our College. = We are looking forward to meeting the
Kellys and extend to them our very cordial and warm welcome,

Bishop Newbigin:

We count it as one of our richest blessings that the Rt, Rev. Lesslie Newbigin
‘has been associated with our College intimately for well over a decade. As Chairman
-of the Governing Council he has presided over the destinies of this institution,
wpiloting it safely with his customary sagacity aad skill.

Born in Newcastle.upon-Tyne 50 years ago, he was educated at Queen's
‘College, Cambridge, where he studied Theology under Dr. Jobn Oman, He served
for a time as Secretary of the S.C. M; lis ability and talents both as a speaker
-and musician made him one of the most successful secretaries. Ordained in 1936,
he came to India and served at Chingleput and Conjeevaram, With the formation of
the Church of South India, he was made Bisbop in Madurai-Ramnad. which post he
‘has adorned with rare lustre,

He is the anthor of many books of penetrating insight and compelling signi-
dicance. Wel! known among his works are 4 Sowth India Diary, The Reunion of the
Church and The Rousehold of God. He was the Chairman of the Advisory Committee
%n the main theme of the Evanston conference in 1954. The same year he received a
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D. D. at Chicago. Apart from his monumental contributions to Christian thinking
he will be for long remembered and revered in this part of the world as the chief
architect of the Church of South India.

His brilliant intellect, vast erudition and delightful humour have all fused to
form in him a unique and fascinating personality. None who jcame in contact with
him, ever so briefly it may be, failed to feel the aura of his personal magnetism, His
saintly life and his devotion to the church have earned him universal love and admira-

tion.

When Bishop Newbigin leaves us (which he will be doing shortly) he would be
creating a void which could,bardly ever be adequately filled, We console ourselves,
however, with the thought that eur personal loss only paves the way for the greater
gain of the wider world. We respectfully convey to him the best wishes of the entire
-College community.



THE PRINCIPAL'S REPORT.

Esteemed President, Mrs. Mook, Colleagues, Students and Friends,

This year also we are not celebrating the Anniversary, which marks the
completion of 78 years of History of the American College, on a grand scale, owing to
a number of circumstances of which you are aware.

Those gathered here are intimately associated with the day to day activities-
of the College and so it is needless for me to present a lengtby report.

The outstanding event of the year bas been the upgrading of the College and
the inauguration of the M. Sc. course in Chemistry with sixteen students on the rolls,
In record time, the building and furnitare required for the purpose were got ready,
and the equipment also is being supplied to fully meet the needs of the course, We-
were glad to welcome Mr. M. Lakshmanan and Dr. M. Santappa as professors in
the new department. We are going ahead with the object of starting the M, Sc. course
in Zoology in July 1959. These progressive plans are being implemented with Govern-
ment aid, and with the faith that at this juncture of the history of the College,the-
American Board which has all along been a generous patron, will give us substantial
support. As a matter of fact, it will be impossible tor us to keep from floundering
unless the aid for which we have asked the Board is met. The original calculations
on the cost of the scheme bave been found to be underestimates and representation on
this point has been made to the Ministry of Education.

Anotber evept bas been the constyucticn of the New Hostel now called the
Dudley Hall. The improvement of Hostel acccmmodation has been a long felt want
and so we were very bappy toicomplete the erection of the Hostel and te bring it into-
use at the beginning of this academic year. Our total College enrellment for the year
is about 1060 and the Hostel strength is 610,

Reference should also be made to the new building, consisting of a medium
size Auditorium and Recreation rooms, which is under construction. We are indebted
to the Central Government for the grant of Rs. 35,000 which has been promised. The
total cost of the bumlding and equipn ent will require a further sum of Rs. 25,000, In
makirg this venture successful, the students and staff bave gladly been giving the
benefit of free manual Jabour to the extent possible. Owing to the difficulty in obtai-
ning steel the progress of the building is being delayed. But we shall see that it is
ready for use in July 1959.

I bave also to mention the fact that we are one of those institutions in India-
which have an unbroken History of not less than one century and have during at least
half the period been a College with University affiliation, thereby qualifying for a
special grant of 1 lakh of rupees from the Universitv Grants Commission. The Uni--
versity Grants Commission has agreed that we should wutilise the sum in providing .
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proper dining rooms and kitchens for the Washburn Hall and Wallace Hali. We have
already started work on this scheme,

This occasion marks also the stage of complete change over of the scheme of
University Education. In a few days we shall by saying good-bye to the 1V Class stu-
dents who form the remnant of the old scheme, and from next year we shall have only
students who belong to the new order. Naturally this has been a time of readjust-
ments and the transition, while it has been smooth, has called for a considerable
amount of work and thought. Certain modifications in the new scheme are felt
pecessary and we have no doubt that the University will duly smooth out the rough
-spots.

It is with anxiety that we are awaiting the University examinations, In all
seriousness I state that my colleagues and I are far more concerned than the students
themselves in regard te this aspect. For, the outside world, the American Board and
even,the Governing Council judge us by the results in the University Examination,
I can only say that we have constantly striven, particularly during the last two years,
to improve our record, and I take this occasion again to emphasise the responsibility
that all teachers bear and the co-operation that we expect from our students so that
the academic work of the College may be highly fruitful.

There has been geod participation by students in all Intramural, Extramural,
and Inter Collegiate activities, In our programme of rebgious work, athletics, sports,
elocution competitions, N, C. C. work, the College Union, the Thiruvalluvar Kazhaham,
the Science Associations and the Humanities Associaton we have done very well I
‘thank the members of the various cabinets, the Chaplain, the Physical Director,
N. C. C. Officers and other Colleagues for the earnest effort they have put forward.
If in this brief review I have not made pointed reference to individual achievements
‘that we could well boast of in the different fields of activity, I trust I shall not be
misunderstoed. I should however thank Mr P.T Chellappa for the valuable services
rendered by him as Acting Bursar of the College during the furlough period of Mr.
Paul R. Dettman; and at the same time sav how glad we are, that Mr. Dettman
after a period of further training has been able to come back to resume his duties as
a Missionary member of the Faculty. Probably I have not mentioned all that
should be said but I have not atrtempted to enter into details here. A detailed
report will, however, be prepared for presentation to the Home Board and other
authorities.

I cannot close without stating how privileged we feel in having with us to-day
Rev. Telfer Mook and Mrs. Mook. They have alreadv endeared themselves here by
their friendly approach to problems and their understanding sympathy. Itis our
hope that before they leave Madurar they will have opportunities of entering more
intimately into the life of this College;,and of communicating inspiration and progres.
-sive ideas towards the progress of the College which we all love so deeply.

14th February, 19569, S. J. SAVARIRAYAN,
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN, LAWYER.

BY
Mr. Pauil R. DETTMAN

Abraham Lincoln was a very great man 1hat goes without saying. Apny
one who has heard his name knows that he was one of the greatest of the American.
Presidents and one of those giants of the human race who tower far above its ordinary
members. But it 15 not so widely known that he was a very great lawyer and so
perhaps it will be worth while for me to say something about this particular aspect of
the man on the occasion of the 150th Anniversary of his birth. I take this course,
not only on the principle that one should tell people things they do not know rather
than belabour points on which they are already well informed but also on the principle -
that one should tell people what is important. For it seems clear to me that the life
and work of Abraham Lincoln cannot be understood expect as the life and work of a.
lawyer, not the run of thé mll lawyer who some how makes a living on the pretty
quarrels of selfish men and women, but a very great lawyer, a lawyer like Mabatma
Gahdbi.

To see Abraham Lincoln as a sunccessful lawyer who again bke Mahatma
Gandbi, made his mark in history by throwing himself into the political struggles of-
bis time and place is to correct one of the false impressions which many may have
gained of the path by which a poor boy born on a backwoods farm on the Kentucky
frontier ended his days as President of the United States. The slogan of this “Lincoln
Myth” is “log cabin to White House”, and it is a dangerous slogan indeed for it so
easily gives the false impression that there was nothing in between, that Abraham.
Lincoln was, so to speak, one day in his log cabin and the next in the White House, that
when the American people sought him out to place in his bands the destiny of their.

pation they found him down on the farm splitting logs.

But the truth of the matter is that between the Kentucky log cabin and the-
White House in Washington, stood a comfortable two story house in Springfield, the
capital city of the State of Illinois. This was the respectable home of Mr. Lincoln, the
lawyer who had moved from New Salem. He bad married Mary Todd about 18
months ago and they bad an infant son named Robert. Mr Lincoln scon built up a
respectable law practice, and gradually but surely won the admiration and goed will:
of his neighbours. In fact. his popularity and political standing prospered so rapidly
that, within four vears from the time he moved into the substantial frame
house, he was elected to the Fedeial House of Representatives. For the next two-
years, the citizens of Springfield saw httle of him since he had now to attend to his
legislature duties 1n Washington, but in 1849 he was back with them a1 d back at his

o Talk Broadcast on A. I. R Tiruchirapalli on Feb. 13, 1959 in connection with the

observance of the 150th anniversary of the birth of Abraham Liacola.
By Courtesy, A . R.
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law practice. Now, however, his clients were more and more Jarge business concerns
and his pleading was dope more and more in the higher courts of the State. For his
defence of the Illinois Central Railroad, he actually received a fee of § 5000, more
than Rs. 28,000 and the dollar would buy a great deal more a century ago than it
does today. The winoing of this case and others like it established Mr. Lincoln as
one of the leading members of the Illinois bar,

In this comfortable and respected position he might have remained except
that he was caught up 10 the developing crisis in the relaticns between the Slave
States of the South and the Free States of the North. The Missouri Compromise
which had kept an uneasy peace since 1820 was repealed in 1854. Abraham Lincoln
strongly opposed this upsetting of the status quo and entered the lists in favor of
teestablishing it  He helped to organize the new Republican Party, and at its first
national convention in 1836 he received 110 votes for the Party’s vice.presidential
nomination. Two years later, he was the Republican candidate for the post of Senator
from Iflinois. True, even though he received a plurality of the popular vote, he lost
out to his opponent Stephen Duugles when the State Legislature made the fihal
deciston. Nevertheless, 1t was this unsuccessful campaign which made Mr, Lincoln a
political leader of national standing. For reports of the debates which he conducted
with Douglas carried his fame far beyond the borders of Illinois. In 1859 he was
invited to speak in Indiana, Iowa, Wisconsin and Kansas, and in the following year he
even turned eastward to the cultural and intellectual centre of the country and
delivered important political speeches in New York and New Epgland.  Thus, no one
was astonisbed when the Republhican National Convention held in Chicago in May
1860 nominated him to stand as that Party’s presidental condidate. Nor was any’
one astonished when he was elected. Now he had to move into the White House in
Washington, but 1t was mot a log cabin which he left when he began the long tramn
journey eastward, but his comfortable house 1n Springfield. And it was not Abraham
Lincoln, the rail splitter and flat bnat hand who walked into tde Presidential Mansion
but Mr Lincoln, the successful lawyer who had practised 1n the capital city of Illinois
for 24 years, and who had received § 5000 for winning a case for the Central Railway.
Thus when President Lincoln came to grips with the crucial issue of the day, he did
so as a great lawyer. The Southern States wished to secede from the Union and this
agiinst the will of the Northern States. Yet President Lincoln could find no provision
in the Constitution whick allowed for such an action. Thus from a Constitutional
point of v.ew. secession was ‘illegal ” Moreover, even on the basis of the law of
<outract, 1t seemed clear to President Lincoln that no State which was a party to the
<contract which formed the Union could break that contract by withdrawing from that
Union without the consent of all of the other States who were parties to the countract.
Reasoning as a lawyer would reason, President Lincoln arrived at the clear conviction
that no right of sec=ssion existed and that any action in this direction was a breach
of the Constitution, which he had sworn m his inauguiation oath to defend. He had
heard many oaths sworn in courts of law during the course of his legal career and he
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did not take them lightly. If he bad sworn to defend the constitution, defend it
he must.

Just over a month after Mr. Lincoln took the oath of office, the challenge
came when Fort Sumpton, a Federal Government mulitary post on an island in
the middle of the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, was fired upon by Confederate
artillery. Here was a flagrant act of insurrection, and President Lincoln immediately
erdered Federal military forces to suppress the rebellion. And so the Civil War began
-as a war to preserve the Union by defeating a rebel army. Here again the “Lincoln
Myth” has to be challenged. For it is widely thought that Abraham Lincoln fought
the Civil War in order to end slavery; in other words, on a moral issue. But the
truth is that he fought it on a political issue which grew out of a principle of
‘Constitutional law. Slavery only entered into the picture in so far as it impmnged
upon the major objective of preserving the Union.

Does this sound unfair to Abraham Lincoln? Am 1 distorting to his
difadvantage the motives of a great man? Well, listen to some of his own words :
* My paramount object is to save the Union, and not either to save or destroy slavery.
If T could save the Union without freeing any slave, I would do it; if 1 could save
it by frecing all the slaves, I would do it, and if I could do it by freeing some and
-leaving others alone, I would also do that. ”

 But ”’, someone will say ‘‘ actions speak louder than words and whatever
Abraham Lincoln may have safd, he did free the slaves!” I am afraid, however, that
-actions were in complete accord with the declaration which I have just quoted. He
did not even issue the Emancipation Proclamation until a year and a half after the
war had begun and even then it was not to take effect until three months after its
promulgation. Morover, it applied only to those slaves living in territories which were
in rebellion against the Federal Government. In other words, President Lincoln had
followed the third of the possible courses of action, ** freeing some and leaving some
.alone.” And his motive in doing so was, as he had said, “ to save the Union " for
it is quite clear that the objective he had in mind in issuing the Emancipation
Proclamation was to impede the Confederate war effort. Slaves were an important

cog in the Southern war machine and to set them free was to destroy that
important cog.

I do hope that my questioning of the Lincoln myth will not be construed as
another example of the debunking trend which is so popular in modern biography.
For I end by reasserting what I said at the beginning that Abraham Lincoln was a
-very great man. If an unschooled farm boy prepared himself for Presidential office
by practising law successfully for 24 years, need the fact be taken as a blot upon his
record? If this boy’s path from log cabin to White House lay by way of a two story
house in Springfield, Illinois, is that any thing of which to be ashamed? And if
“President Abraham Lincoln fought the Civil War to preserve the Union rather than to
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eradicate slavery. is that any disgrace? Perhaps a bloody civil war is not the best
weapon to use to attack that terrible evil. And the fact remains that, however he
began, he did in the end succeed in getting rid of it, not by any means an easy task.
If Abrabam Lincoln had dene no more than this for his country and for the world, his
name would still richly deserve to be remembered 150 years after his birth.

DETERMINISM — A PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE

By
Prof. P. JoTiMuUTTU.

Kaniyan Poongundanar (sewflusr ymi@er npend) is the author of a poem
(No. 192) in Purananocoru (ymsrenrm), one of the anthologies of the classical period in
the history of Tamil Literature. His name has been immortalised by that single poem
and most of us are very familiar with the first line. It is clear from his name, which
is appellative, that he was a mathematician, an astrologer, or an astronomer and that
he hailed from a place called Poongundu (yir@srmy) The word Kaniyan may also
mean a thinker. His poem leaves the impression on the mind of the reader that he
was a philosopher. He had given serious thought to the problems of life, which baffle
all thinkers at all times. The poem is the answer he has found for questions that are
raised very often.

He is a citizen of the world and hence claims all places as his residence. No
questions of passport or visa bother him. Further he claims kinship with every
baman being. No caste, colour, religious or linguistic bar exists for him. Perhaps he
toured thro’ ali parts of his country with no check whatsoever and welcomed by all.

He had thought about the problem of good and evil and came to the
conclusion that they are not caused by others He gives the same answer to the
question of pain and pleasure. There is nothing new about death either. He did not
exult in the jovs of life, neither did he curse when confronted with suffering. One
would naturally like to kuow the reason for taking this kind of attitude towards life
The poet gives his reason by means of an illustration. There is a heavy rain with
lightning and thunder; consequently the waters gather into a mighty stream and rush
along crashing against stones and rocks; and a raft 1s carried all along the course of
the stream; similarly is our precious life carried all aloug the course of providence.
This he says, is the truth arrived at by savants. Hence there is no need to admire
the excellence of great personages. or to despise the humble ones.

Here is a rendering of his poem: *

Every place is our dwelling and all man kind our kinsfolk,
Evil and good come not from others,

So it is with pain and pleasure
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Neither is death a novel thing. In the joys of life
We exulted not ; nor when afflicted

Did we curse. With lightning,

As the clouds send down icy drops,

The swelling mighty stream flows roaring

And crashing against the rocks.

Like a raft that is carried along its waters

So is our precious life carried along the course of Fate.
This we learn from the wisdom of savants.

Hence the great ones in their axcellence we admire not.
Far less despise we ever the small,
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AN APOLOGY FOR HISTORY

By
Miss A. J. Moses

Why an atom bomb should have more attraction to a ‘modern student than
Napoleon — if this can be explained then there need not be an apology for history.
Can maa live without his memory? Obviously he wants to. If history were to be
relegated to the back bench then the past need not count, man need not learn by
past experience, he need not-be-elated by past glory. he might as well like -an animal
live only for the present. But if history be an accouat of what was and what had
been, then man must remember, he should use his memoary. If it were so, should man
require an apology for remembering things, should he require an apology for memory;
this plea for history amoeunts to.a,plea for memory itself!
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Is the student of 1959 a creature of only the atomic age, even the satellite agel!
Do great men and great events leave him cold! Oh for the frailty of the student
mind. But wait, there is a silver lining to the clond. The three year course degree
student cannot afford to ignore history. For three years he becomes as much
saturated with history as with his acids. So there need not be such an abject plea for
history as it would appear at the outset. But then the above is ouly from the
student’s point of view. Should history be of interest only to the student! The study
of history cannet just be disposed of within three or even five years. It must be
pursued throughout the life of a person if he is to bz a good and useful citizen of the
world.

The world would indeed have been a poorer place if there had been no
ennobling spirits like Abraham Lincoln, John Wilberforce, a David Livingstone or if
there had been no memorable events like the renaissance, the reformation and the
French Revolution and the wars of liberty and freedom. A citizen of the world would
indeed be so much the poorer if he ignores the study of such things. A study of such
events shounld necessarily involve the study of history. A knowledge of the progress of
humanity itself from the prinitive to the atomic age means a study of history and det
the scientist ignore this study, then he is but an ignorant man. In other words man
need not be a creature of the present only. This apology for history would be almost
superfluous if only the modern student would recognise the fact that a well educated
and cultured man is not one who knows only his science but also his history.

—

THE PROPER USE OF BOOKS

BY
Mr. G. P. NovEs ALAISU.

In ap age like the present, when *Printing” has secured for us inestimable
advantage of good books, it is difficult to imagine the intellectual condition of our
ancestors, who, living before the invention of printing, were almost wholly without
books.

Less than six handred years ago, such books belonged solely to scholars or
rather to clerical corporations, which under the name of the abbeys, monastries, and
the like, enrolled into their group persons who had any pretence to learning and
almost everybody who had ability to read.

An old writer, Richard de Bury, Bishop of Durham, in 1344, wrote a treatise
on the ‘Love of Books’, He solemnly prepared it solely for the clergy and seems to
bave treated the notion of there being any other class of readers with contempt.
“Laymen’’, says he, ““to whom it matters not whether they look at a boek wrong side
upwards, or spread before them in its natural order, are altogether unworthy of any
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communion with books.” 1t is presumable that he would not have said this if Jaymen
bad then been at all in the habit of reading.

Tn the treatise alluded to, his lordship is not sparing his reproach in regard
to the frequent misuse of books which had come uander his notice, He condemns the
unwashed hands. the dirty nails, the greasy elbows leaning upon the volume, the
munching of frait and cheese over the open leaves, which were the marks of careless.
and idle readers.

The good Bishop’s own collection of manuscript-bo6ks was a somewbat
considerable one for the time in which he lived; and he appears to have made a good
use of 1t, He bestowed a number of volumes upon a company of scholars residing in
one of the Halls at Oxford, and instituted a “*provident arrangement” for lending bocks-
to strangers—meaning by strangers, studeats of Oxford not belonging to that Halil.
One item of the arrangement may. on account of 1ts curiosty, be quoted. +Five of
the scholars dwelling in the aforesatd Hall are to be appointed by the master of the
same Hall, to whom the custody of the books1s to be deputed, of-which five, three
and in no case fewer - shall be competent to lend any book for inspection and use only;
but for copying and transcribing, we will not allow any book to pass without the walls
of the house. Therefore, when any scholar, whether secular or religious, whom we
have deemed qualified for the present favour, shall demand a loan of a book. the
keepers must carefully consider whether they have a duphcate of that book; and if so,
they may lend it to him, taking a security which, in their opinion, shall exceed in
value the book delivered.”

We are told also that ‘f after they had been received, they were for many
years kept in chests, under the custody of several scholars deputed for that purpose.””

If we peruse Warton’s ‘History of Poetry’, we can know the inconvenjences.
and the impediments to study that must have been produced by a scarcity of books.
Due to the scarcity of books strict statutes were formed and observed in St. Mary's
College, Oxford, during the reign of Henry VI. “‘Let no scholar”, says one of the
statutes, “‘occupy a book in the library above one hour, or two hours at most, so that
others shall be bindred from the use of the same.”

1t was the custom of the hibrarians in the monastries to give out a book to-
each member of the fraternity at the beginning of Lent, to be read diligently during
the year, and to be returned the Lent followmng.

Eventhough we have the implementation of the State Library Acts, provision
of libraries in urban and rural areas and an opportunity to acquire knowledge through
books, it cannot be said that ‘Library Sprit’ is prevailing in the minds of most of the-
people of cur country. It is a pity indeed to note that a majority of men and women
are in the habit of ignoring the rules and regulations of the Library which emphasise
the proper use of books. They do not co-operate with the hbrary anthorities in caring
for the longevity of the bocks.
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Some find certain parts of a library book valuable and want to have it for
themselves. Therefore they are in the habit of plucking the valuable leaves out from
the book without having the slightest idea that it is a common property Kkept in the
shrines of knowledge for the usc of the community. This shows their selfishness and
willul disregard of others’ privilege of using that particular portion of that book.

Further, some are in the habit of proving themselves as power{ul reviewers of
the books they read, by writing their criticism on the pages of the books themselves.

Unfortunately, the practice of injuring books has become a disease among the
yo .nger readers of our community, During the I14th century it was a very common
thing to write in the first leaf of 2 book; ‘-Cursed be he who shall steal, or tear out the
leaves, or in any way injure this book.”” From this we learn the great care that was
taken to preserve them,

It is pitiable indeed to know that there are more wilful injurers of books in
our country in spite of the statutes placed before them for the sake of the welfare of
the reading population.

In the words of Richard de Bury, whom we quoted in the beginning, books
‘'are masters who instruct us without rods, without hard words or anger. If you
approach them they are not asleep; if investigating, you interrogate them, they
conceal nothing; if you mistake them, they never grumble; if you are ignorant, they
cannot laugh at you.”

To this truthful and judicious eulogy, let us append Milton’s more eloquent
laudation, on the value of broks. “Books,” says he, '‘are not absolutely dead things;
bat do contain a potency of life in them to be as active as that soul was whose progeny
they are; nay they do preserve as in a phial, the purest efficacy and extraction of that
hiving intellect that bred them ...... . ....And ... .. unless wariness be used, as
good kill a man as kill a good book: who kills a man, kills a reasonable creature-God's
image; but he who destroys a guod book, kills reason itself - kills the image of God.
as it were, in the eye. Many a man lives a burden to the earth; but a good book is the
precious life-blood of a master-spirit, embalmed and treasured up on purpose to a life
beyond hie.”

Finally, let us not, as of old, curse thers who injure books, but let us advise
them in the words of C. Colton: “We should make the same use of a book that the bee
does of a flower; she steals sweets from it, but does not njure it.”



RUSSELL AND RELIGION

BY
MR. J. C. B. ABRAHAM.

Bertrand Russell is generally acknowledged as one of the greatest thinkers
of modern times. Along with Bernard Shaw and H.G. Wells he constitutes the
Intellectual Trinity of the twentieth century. If his reputation is world-wide today
it is not only due to the amazing range of the subjects he has dealt with, from
mathematical philosophy and symbolic logic to ethics and education, marriage and
morals, but also, to a great measure, due to the lucidity and precision with which he
has always expressed himself and to the judicious blending of wit and humour which
is the perpetual delight of the Russell reader. In spite of his clarity, which is almost
a passion with him, many of his views, particularly relating to religion, have often
been misunderstood or misinterpreted. At the very mention of his name visions of
horns and cloven feet are conjured up and Russell is identified with the anti-Christ.
Are we justified in picturiag him thus, a portrait usually drawn in fear and prejudice?

Russell has never made any secret of his hostility te organised and
institutional religion, ‘ What makes my attitude towards religion complex” he
says * is that, although I consider some form of personal religion highly desirable,
and feel many people unsatisfactory through the lack of it, I cannot accept the
theology of any well known religion and I incline to think that most chuiches at most
times have done more harm than good.” In support he cites the Inquisition, the
Crusades, the Religious Wars and the Roman Catholic prohibition of divorce even when
an young and innocent girl is married to a syphilitic man In his famous Free Man's
Worship he hurls Promethean defiance at the pitiless universe His Why I am Not a
Christian is a severe, if rather unfair, indictment of Christianity. The pertinent
question to ask at this juncture is. “Is Russell hostile to the spiri¢ of religion ?"

Edgar Brightman has drawn pointed attention to a few unsuspected aspects
of the myriad—faceted personality of Russell — his recognition of values, his
appreciation of the religious sense of mystrey and of the life of the spirit, and the
experiences of the divine. No one acquainted with the works of Russell can doubt
either the transparent sincerity of his opposition to sham values masquerading as
tradition or his unswerving loyalty to the values he acknowledges; and truth is the
value he treasures most. Strict adherence to veracity has characterised all his
intellectual efferts. He may sound cynical about the worth of the human personality
(he found tigers and lions less cruel and more beautiful), but his personal life has been
a living affirmation of human values, individual and social That religion has had a
profound influence on him is made plain by his own words : he says, “I was myself
educated as a Protestant, and one of the texts most impressed upon my youthful mind
was, ‘Theu shalt not follow a maultitude to do evil’. 1 am conscious that to this day
this text influences me in my most serious actions”. He acknowledges that the ideal
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of democracy is inspired by Christian canens of morality, The value and worth of the
individhal, he again points out, 15 a Christian concept.

In the writiogs of Russell such as Principles of Socinl Reconstruciion, In Praise
of 1dleness etc, one can preceive a strain of mysticism permeating the entire fabric of
his thought which could claim to be positively religious. He affirms that even if one
discarded dogmatic religion there should be some suitable substitute vif life is not to
become lusty and harsh and filled with trivial self-assertion.” His sense of the
infinite 1s obvious in phrases such as “‘sudden beauty in the midst of strife”, “the
night wind in the trees” etc. He describes the experience of the infinite as “the
diffused light on a cloudy sea.” Does this not have the genuine ring of the mystic?

In Conguest of Happiness we find him stressing the value of resignation —
not the abject sort born of despair, but rather “the freedom from anger and
indignation and preoccupied regret”. It is the dynamic attitude of an active
participant “-which is a heritage of Christanity and one which is essential to the
survival of intelligence as a social force ",

Russell is perhaps best known for bis hfe-long crusade against social injusiice.
The lessous that life has taught him may be bitter ones, but he never gives up hope.
With the zeal of a missionary he has beea advocating a good Iife “inspired by love and
guided by knowledge”. Even today, at the ripe old age of 86, we find him moved by
compassion towards erring mankind and straining every fibre to save the world from
the catastrophe of atomic warfare to which it seems to be heading with the inevitabi-
lity of Greek tragedy as a result of the insane policies pursued by the Great Powers. In
the words of the admirable summing up of Will Durant, * All in all, a very lovable
man : capable of the profoundest metaphysics and the subtlest mathematics, and yet
speaking always simply, with the clarity which comes only to those who are sincere;
a man addicted to fields of thought that usually dry up the springs of feeling. and
yet warmed and illumined with pity, full of an almost mystic tenderaess for markind.
Not a courtier, but surely a scholar and a gentleman, and a better Christian than
many who mouth the word”.

To the question "“Are you religious?” Russell may still return a negative
answer, but his life and thoughts and deeds are living testimonies to the fact that
his unuttered, inarticulate, silent answer is ** Yes ™.
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A TRIBUTE

Sr. Marie Rosg, B. sc., 1V B, A,

There’s a College in our city
Where I've studied for a while;
Where the Cheer-up and Be-Happy
Blossom sweetly near the Smile.

Where the fragrant Chin-up flowers
Bloom beside each Youthful-Grace,

*Neath the laden Friendship bowers
That are scattcred o'er the place.

In the Valley of Contentment,
In the District of I-Will,
There’s a College that's Efficient
Through which flows the No-Fret Rill.

There are thoroughfares delightful
Lined with Quiet-Dignity,
And with Always Do Be Humble

Twined with vines of Liberty.

There’'s an Atmosphere enticing
Permeated with I-Dare;

And a Fellowship embracing
All the people who are there.

Need I tell you all the reasons
Which have made this College dear,
And which e’er throughout the seasons
Gives to all, Love and Good-Cheer?

'Tis the gift of God-Almighty
That has made this College so,
With the help of small and mighty,.
. With your help, and mine, you know.

That your Spirit, Alma Mater,
And your Virtues fine and rare,
Lift our hearts and lead us onwards
Is my daily Fervent Prayer.



WORKERS IN ART

L. CHAMPIAN DEVADOSS, 1V B. A.

Excellence in art, as in everything else can only be achieved by dint of
painstaking labour. The painting of a fine picture or the chiselling of a noble statue
is really a hard labour. Every skilled touch of the artst’s brush or chisel though
guided by genius, is the product of unremitting study.

Most of the ‘Workers of Art’ had attained such high modes of life. because
they were encouraged, they were’ helped, they were glorified and they were not
sophisticated. Several of these workers originally bad some connection with art
though in a very humble way— such as Flaxman, whose father sold plaster casts;
Bird, who ornamented tea-trays; Martin who was a coach-painter; Wright and
Gilpin who were ship-painters ; Chantrey who was a carver; and Gilder, Roberts
and David Cox who were scene-painters. Modern writers like Lord Chatfield say that
‘Luck’ plays an important role in an individual’s ife. It was not by luck or accident
that these men achieved distinction, but by sheer industry and hard-work.

The anecdote about West is well-known. The incident made him reveal the
artist in him. The incident was, when only seven years old, he was struck by the
beauty of a sleeping infant, his sister. He enjoyed the beauty of his sleeping sister
in the cradle and ran to seek some paper and forth with drew its portrait. Joshua
Reynoids, when he was a boy, forgot his lessons and took pleasure only in drawing.
The boy was destined for the profession of pbysics. Though he liked physics, like
iron he was attracted to the magnet of the art of painting. When anyone tried to
flatter him. by praising his paintings be cooly “shifted his trumpet’’ and made no
answer. Such was his character.

Turner had many difficulties to encounter in his early life, But he was
-always willing to work. He was glad to hire himself out at half a crown a night to
sketch skies in Indian Ink upou other people’s drawings. Thus he earned money and
acquired expertness. Another was Jacques Callot. He wished to become an artist,
His father himself was an obstacle in his way. Fleeing from home, on his way to
Italy, be joined a band of gipsies and wandered with them from one countiy to
another, sharing in their numerous adventures,
Still more romantic arfd adventurous was the career of Benvenuto Cellini.
He was a marvellous gold worker, painter, sculptor, engraver, engineer, and author.
His father was one of the court musicians Having got mixed up in a quarrel, he
was banished forsix montbs. In that period he worked with a goldsmith at Sienna.
He was a man of indefatigable activity and was constanthy «n the move. At one
time we find him at Floreoce at another at Rcme; then he is at Mantua, at Rome,
at Naples, and back to Florence again making all bis long journey on horse-back.

He was remarkable for his alertness. One day a surgeon entered the shop
-of a goldsmith to perform an operation on his daughter’s band. Cellini lcoked at the
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surgeon’s instrunent. It was crude and clumsy. He atonce ran to the shop. He took
a piece of the finest steel, wrought out of it a beautifully finished knife and returned
to the shop. Then the operation was successfully performed, He executed in marble
beautiful statues of Apollo, Neptune and others.

The career of Ary Scheffer furnishes one of the best examples in modern
times, His father died when he was very young. His mother’s means were too
smal] to permit him to devote himself exclusively to study, She had sold the few
jewels she possessed. Seeing this Ary practised portrait painting and gradually
improved in drawing, colouring and composition.

One of the artists whom Ary most admired was John Flaxman. In his
childbood, he was considered as an invalid, He always sat behind his father’s shop
counter propped by pillows, amusing himself in drawing and reading. Once a clergy-
man entered into his shop. He was Rev. Mathews, Next day he gave the translation
of ‘Homer’ and ‘Don Quixote’ to Flaxman, The boy proceeded to read with
great avidity. He was soon filled with heroism which surged through the
pages. At the age of twenty seven Flaxman wanted to marry a lady
called Ann Denman. Like him she had also a taste for poetry and art.
Shortly after Flaxman’s marriage, Sir Joshua Reynolds, himself a bachelor, met
Flaxman, He said to him “So Flaxman. I am told you are married ; if se, Sir, I teil
you, you are ruined as an artist ” Flaxman went straight home, sat beside his wife
and in the presence of Reyuolds he took her hand and said * By the knitting of this
marriage I would be a great artist’. Such was the love that he bad bestowed upon
his wife. John Gibson was another artist full of genuine enthusiasm and love for his
art. He early showed indications of his talent by the carviogs mm weod which he
made by means of a common pocket knife. Robert, Noel Paton. James, Hayden and
others became great workers of art, because they toiled and moiled every day. Their
wives helped them to achieve great success. Though they had several obstacles in
their early lives they had a smooth time later. They could rest easy upon the
elevated ‘Tower’.

But the later poets hke Keats and Goldsmith bad many troubles In the
midst of agony and pain, in the midst of poverty‘and confusion they wrote beautifully.
What marvellous works theit’s were tifat even now they ringinto our ears! Unlhke the
above ‘workers’, in love, both of them were disappointed. In the life of Keats, his
‘Fanny’ deceived him. He suffered a lot because of consumption. He died when he
was Very young.

Like Keats everyone may have some disappointment—whether in love or
in trade or in art or in any work. But one should not mind that. Taking endeavour
as our banner, courage as our shield, and self.will as our sword, ignoring the past
failures and misfortunes, we should look forward to the success lying before us.



AND SO FAREWELL TO COLLEGE.

BY
SUSHEILA SAVARIRAYAN, IV B, A.

Why, was it yesterday that we were admitted to that mmique Juoior B. A.
class, unique in that it was the last of the batches of the two year degree classes!
The first day in College with its trepidations and misgivings, the first class with its
novelty and perplexity seem but yesterday and here we are saying farewell. Can it be
that two long years have actually gone by?

They say that famuliarity breeds contempt; yes, to a certain extent, but the
same familiarity might develop a liking too. Falstaff with his pungent humour,
Adam Bede with his seriousness, Famine Relief with its intricacies, consumer’s surplus
with its satiety, democracy with its inevitableness and Belinda with her nymphs
have indeed become so familiar that I do not remember that they ever bred any
distaste. If only there is not this dreaded examination to look forward to!! If only
College days could have meant examinationless and meetingless ones!! But then what
about those who get their first marks and their first class. Oh, they are quite welcome-
toit!

And so it means a farewell not only to College classes but also to that beloved
spot in the College campus viz. the Ladies’ Room. Did we have a nice time there!
It bad been a place of refuge, relaxation, pastime and social gossip. Why.itis a
veritable sanctuary where trespassers would be liable to prosecution. To think that
this spot will be habitated by only a few nexr year! Well, the old order changeth
yielding place tolnew. If only the four walls of the Ladies Room could relate the argu--
meats that they heard, the music that the listened to, the gossip that they evesdropped
to, it willcontain volumes. But only thus far and no more !

In so saying a farewell to college, a fervent wish goes along with it for its
future prosperity and welfare. Adien, Alma Mater!

“LEARN TO FORGET"”

BY
Mary JULIANA MANGALAM, IV B. SC.

To forcet - that is what we need. Just to forget. All the petty annoyances,
all the vexing irritations. all the mean words, all the unkind acts, the deep wrongs, the
bitter disappointments, — just let them go, dont hang on to them. bearn to forget.
Make a study of it, practise it. Become an expert in forgetting. Train the faculty of
the mind until it is strong and virile. Then mwemory will have fewer things to
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remember, and it will become quick and alert in remembering the good things and wil)
not be cumbered with disaggreeable things and ali its attention will be given to the
beautiful things, to the worth while things.

No matter what business you are pursuing, no matter what literary subjects
you may be studying, no matter what scientific problems you are trying to solve, take
up the study of forgetting. The art of forgetting will give added lustre to all our
literary activity or scientific attainments and it will add immeasurably to the health
of mind and body. Forgetting non-essentials is a psychological necessity.

ZETA — THE BABY SUN
BY
V. RANGANATHAN, P. U C. “C”’

In the gratifying reception it has received throughout the world Zeta, the
baby sun, has rivalled Sputnik, the baby moon. Scientists at Britain's Atemic Energy
Research Establishment at Harwell have made important advances in the harnessing
of power from the fusion of atoms. The apparatus used is known as ZETA, Zero
Energy Thermonuclear Assembly. Britain’s great scientists Sir John Cockcroft who is
Director of the Harwell Atomic Research Establishment from Fcbruary 17, 1967, is the
chief person who invented the baby son Zeta. He was awarded the Nobel Frize for
Physics in 1951.

On August 30th, 1958, this apparatus was first operated under conditions that
produced nuclear reactions. Neutrons emitted 1n these reactions were observed, when
Deuterium gas was heated electrically to temperatures in the region from two to five
million degrees Centigrade. The hot gas was isolated from the wails for periods of two
to flve thousandtbs of a second. The heating process was repeated every ten seconds.
The high temperatures achieved, together with the relatively long duration for which
the hot gas has been isolated from the tube walts, are the most imporant expersmental
results obtained so far. While much lenger times are required for a useful power output,
_there appears to be no fundamental reason why these longer times 'ogether with much
higher temperatures cannot be achieved. The source of the observed neutrons has
not yet been definitely established. There are good reasons to think that they come
from thermonuclear reactions, but they could also come from other reactions such as
collision of deuterons (the nucleus of a Deuterium or heavy hydrogen. atom) with the
walls of the vessel or from bombardment of stationary ions by deuterons accelerated
by internal electric fields produced in some forms of unstable discharge. In the Zeta
apparatus the number of neutrons produced by each pulse of energy as the current
was doubled was roughly that which might be expected from a thermonuclear reaction
at the measured temperatures. The temperatures of Zeta have been measured at
$,000,000°C. These are the first reactions obtained at Harwell,
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The principle adopted in Zeta_is to pass a large electric current through the
-deaterium gas: This current sets up an electric discharge in the gas (analogous to the
discharge 1o a neon advertising sign) which heats it and also produces an intense
magnetic field around the column of hot gas. This magnetic fleld causes the discharge
-to becoms constricted Since it also causes the discharge to wriggle about this field by
itself it is not enough to keep the discharge away from the walls. The wriggling has
been suppressed by applying an additional steady magnetic field parallel to the axis
-of the tube  This shows that, though not altogether certain. the neutrons observed
‘had come from thermonuclear reactions. The atoms (or molecules) of a gasare
always in random motion. As the gas is heated up the speed of this motion increases,
“For a nuclear fusion reaction to take place nuclei must possess considerable eneigy,
“that is, must be travelling very fast, If a gas is so hot that the speed of random
-motion in it provides sufficient energy for nuclear fusion to take place, then a thermo-
-puclear reaction is said to take place. Neutrons produced in therme-nuclear reactions
are called thermo-nuclear neutrons, One million degrees ceptigrade is the lowest
‘temperature at which any measurable number of thermonuclear reactions could be

-observed.

What may seem surprising is that the scientists have to excel Nature and
give the earth born sun ten times as much heat as that blazing furnace 93,00,000 miles
away from us and yet they tell us that the thermo-nuclear fusion processes are similar
but not the same. The sun is a sphere 864000 miles in diameter, Zeta is a hollow
bangle, a metre in diameter internally and three metres in gross. The sun has been
on 1ts job billions of years and it has the vast amounts of time to work at a mors
‘leisurely process infinitely more complex than that of Zeta - a sort of coumtry dance

of atoms.

v

This “man made sun” is the Jargest apparatus of its kind in the world so far
-as is known and costs about £ 300,000.

WOMAN, OH, WOMAN !

. BY
SALIM, 1V B. A,

Woman is that wonderful creation of God, who is innocent and angelic at
‘five, shy and coy at fifteen, vain and romantic at twenty, affectionate and careworn
at thirty, mellowed and shrewd at forty, inquisitive and prying at fifty, but unpredic-
table and unavoidable at all times and at all places.

She is that curious and complicated human machine which, when properly
-lubricated with scented scaps and perfumed powders and furnished with flowers and
-decked with diamonds, will work smoothly, turning out delicious meals and generally
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producing cheery company and sweet-silly talk. But should even the slightest thing go

wrong. lo and behold ! she will fret and fume and boil and bubble and will become a
veritable dragon.

Woman, grammatically speaking, 1s a flighty noun, passionate person, weaker
number, dainty gender, shy case and is usually joined ¢to the noun “man” by the
conjunction ‘love’.

Woman was compounded by the Almighty out of the charm of the rainbow
and the sting of wasps, the fragrance of roses and the fickleness of squirrels, the soft-
ness of snow and the bardness of flint, the sweetness of nectar and the cunning of the
fox, the timidity of the 1abbit and the talkativeness of the parrot and was prescribed,
alas, for man !

MEDITATIONS UPON THE NOLTING CANAL

BY
(MR. ERNEST RAJIAR, Ex-Speaker, American College, Union)

My meditations upon the celebrated Nolting Canal, running just behind the
bungalow where the Noltings lived, and thus earning the name,” and cutting the
entire American College Campus into almost two equal halves, as the Nile does Egypt.
may perhaps bear a remote resemblance to the meditations of Jonathan Swift upon a
broom stick; for. this canal, running close to eur hostel rooms, has had a profound
and historic influence on our college careers. Nolting Canal has bad the same
influence on us as the English Channel has had on Britons, or more modestly, as the
Buckingham Canal has had on the Carnatic Coast.

Many a voracious and gluttonous book-worm who has never failed to consume
from cover to cover whole volumes of Appadorai or Sarkar and Rakshit, owes his
industry and attainments to the seemingly barmful but really benevolent Nolting
Canal; for, was she not responsible for the wholesale manufacture of able-bodied
mosquitoes whose vicious bite kept him awake! and enabled him make days of mights
without resorting to any extra-strong tea at midnight and thus saving him the trouble
of a dreary trudge to the tea-shop opposite Washburn Gateway or the expenses
thereof !!

Such of the restless and happy-go-lucky, College-life-enjoying dandies, whom
the Muses of Learning never could ailure, (nor whose studious room-mates would aliow
the switching-off the lights), were out on their nocturnal prowhings or were just
perched on the cool parapets of Nolting Canal’s many bridges, evolving policies and
stratagies for the improvement of the College Union or the reformation in the messes.

e This account of the genesis of the name * Nolting Canal ”* is not quite accurate — Ed.
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Maoy a dreary ‘Notes’, dull as dust, inflicted on them by some ‘unpopular’ but well-
wishing lecturer has found its watery grave in the surging waters during the “sleepy
season,”’

The helpless lamentations of some unwilling and unwary new-comer ducked
mercilessly by their diabolic seniors, in her muddy waters, still ring in my ears,

Unwelcome urchins from the neighbouring schools, playing truant, have
tarned Robinhoods in the miniature, catapuiting birds, frogs and lizards on her lealy
bapoks, (much to the distress of the lecturers of the Binghamton Hall, who would
anyway, kill them themselves systematically and scientifically), only to be hunted
down in their turn by the ever-alert Periandy, the Cellege Sergeant, who used to sweep
down upon them like the Sheriff of Nottingham.

Many a malevolent miscreant has derived piquant pleasure in stealthily-
floating on her waters bamboos, scaffolding and sometimes whole Pandal outfit erected
during conferences etc., much to the consternation of the people concerned.

The Nolting Canal, for all her charm, has her darker side also; being the-
favourite rendezvous of snakes and slimy creatures, she has inspired awe and fear in
the breast of many a timid fresher to the College.

As I recapitulated these happenings of days past and ruminated over the
various aspects of the noble Nolting Canal, “Surely”, said-I. “*Surely, Max is a Canal,
When life is young and hot blood courses through his veins, he is a human dynamo,
overflowing with energy, the centre of a million activities, full of wild dreams, boundless.
hope and restless eagerness. But then, as years roll by and he grows old he becomes
feeble and apathetic, an object of pity; disease and distress craw! and creep over him
like the crabs and frogs that lurk in the crevices of the Nolting Canal when she dries

up.”

And then I perceived, with a jolt, the flagrant fickleness she used to flaunt
in our faces quite unashamedly. Now eastward, now westward, now stagnant, now-
rushing - she*portrayed for me the transitoriness of life, the flux and change that is
the law of nature and the good and the evil that are inextricably mixed upin the
fabric of humanity. And it dawned upon me, as it had done on Pascal, that Man is
at once ""the glory and the scandal of the unijverse.”

With these sobering thoughts, as I recall dear old Nolting Canal, I cannot
but salute her for what she has meant to us and for what she has taught us. Men
may come and men may go, but the Nolting Canal, with leisurely grace caressing her-
verdant banks, goes on for ever !
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THE MARVELLOUS ANT

BY
R. SuNDARARAJAN, P.U.C. A",

Everyone of us knows something about ants. Ants are the symbols of activity
and industry and our parents often advise us saying, * Work as an ant’”’, But there is
an unknown world of wonder if we go somewhat deeper into the study of ants.

Ants are very small creatures but at the same time energetic and lively ones

Ants can be easily identified by their clubbed antennae and the conspicuous waist
formed by a pronounced constriction of the abdomen where it joins the thorax. Ants
form one of the best examples of social insects and they inhabit nests of various kinds.
Some categories of ants, construct their abodes in the soil, in galleries and chambers
hollowed out underground. Some build mound mnests which compose not only of
hollowed out soil but also of heaped up masses of straw, twigs, leaves etc. The buil-
ding of a nest by the ants is fascinating to watch. An army of ants moves about with
the coordination and precision of a well-lubricated machine and in no time a nest is
buiit. The entrance is finally guarded by a heap of small stones to prevent water
flowing in or to obstruct adventurous foreigners. In tropical countries, the ants take
advantage of the cavities in the trees and build suspended npests consisting of earth,
fibres and silk.

Ants have a strong sense of smell, They go in search of prey primarily
guided by the smell of these animals or food source. This can be easily tested. I once
erased the smell of the track, in which some ants were marching, with my finger and
the ants which had been, up to that time, coming unhesitant, stood perplexed and
confused exactly at the spot where I had erased the smell of the preceding ants’ track
and after wandering here and there, they atlast struck the continmity of the track
and having picked up the trail went on merrily as before. Ants cabnot speak, but
when two ants meet, they express their feelings with some movements of their
antennae. Auts seem to produce some sort of sound, but these sounds cannot be
detected, even with the help of a sensitive apparatus. I once disturbed an ant and it
atonce stood up on its hind legs and waved its antennae up and down vigorously and
attempted to make some noise — evidently it was abusing me in its choice formic
vocabalary and at the same time calling for help. For, atonce, an ant which had been
wandering peacefually at a distance, suddenly started running in the direction of this
ant which had cried out for help, —_

The ants have a well-ordered household. There are special chambers inside
the nests, allotted for laying and incubating the eggs. There are also divisions among
the ants according to their occupations. The Queen ants do the work of reproduction.
The soldier ants guard the nests, The workers gather food and the slaves do the

menial jobs.
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Most of the ants are omuaivorous, but there are some types which are pure
vegetarians. These ants gather grains and collect honey dew from fllowers. They do
not, however, store them in receptacles. Some soldier ants get filled with honey and
the other hungry ants stroke them gently and receive droplets of regurgitated honey
dew. This habit is common in the ants of arid regions like Arabia and South America.
There is a tribe of ants, the 4#¢ni, which practises a form of cultivation. These ants
grow fungi in special chambers in their nests and feed on them.

As there are hundreds of varieties of other animals, there are also hundreds
of differant kinds of ants. In some cases, two different kinds of ants may be friendly
and live in the same nest even though keeping their broods separate. But usually ants
of one group are hostile to ants of another group. They even wage wars. I once
killed a centipede and pat it between the mouths of two ant holes. Black ants from
one nest got at the centipede first and began to carry him to their nest. But the red
ants from the other hole, by now alerted, overtook the black ants in spite of the very
quick work of the black ants. Immediately a severe battle raged and in the end the
black ants, unable to withstand the belligerent red ants, dropped the centipede and
scuttled away to their nest. A type of ants called Formica sanguines raid the nests
of other ants and sack them and take captive and enslave the survivors. How very
bhuman |

Ants are, again strangely enough, susceptible to wine. One investigator made
some ants drink diluted wine and they got inebriated. {Earlier he had tried strong
wine but found that it produced no useful, observable result as the poor creatures
were overwhelmed completely !). When their friends found them unsteady, they were
greatly amused and surprised and brought other ants from the nest to enjoy the
spectacle of these unsteady drunkards The same investigator also records that when
an ant was wounded the other ants carried him to their nest and attended on him'till
he recovered.

There are some ants which are really dangerous and harmful. Some destroy
crops. Certain African ants are in the habit of swarming overjother animals, including
farge mammals, and even killing them. In these regions, the natives build their
houses on top of tall spikes for fear of these ants.

When everything is said and done, ants are marvellous creatures indeed.
They exemplity the old proverb, “‘unity is strength’”. King Solomon was no fool
when he admonished the sluggard to “'go to the ant and be wise”’. The ants are well
known for their qualities of unity, perseverence and assiduity and we would do well
%o emulate them.



PRINCIPAL’S ADDRESS TO THE GRADUATING CLASS*
My dear students,

I am speaking to you tenight knowing that this is the last occasion when
I can address you as a group.  Needless to say, I speak on behalf of all those that
‘have been your teachers during your sojourn in this College. This gathering isa
meaningful occasion because of the earnestness with which we, your teachers, have
tried to guide, instruct and befriend you, agd because of the deep interest we have in
what you are going to be after you leave us. We trust that in all our contacts with
you we have not been mere preceptors but those who have through their sincerity and
high purpose communicated some inspiration to you. The best reward we have is the
assurance that our lobours on your behalf have been of an ennobling kind and that we
have earned your loving regard. Many a former student of this College that one
comes across after a lapse of decades still speaks highly of the men under whom he
-studied and of the high principles that characterised the administration of the College.
Conscious of the aims and visions of those pious men who founded this College, we
-eagerly desire that it should be possible for you also to pay a similar tribute to your
alnla mater in after years. The ceremony we are obsesving will be a mere sentimental
display if your asseciation with this College has not lifted you to higher levels of
aspiration and condut. Some one said :

“To live content with small means;

to seek elegance rather than luxury, and refinement rather than fashion:
to be worthy, not respectable; and wealthy, not rich;

to study hard, think quietly, talk gently, act frankly;

to listen to stars and birds, to babes and sages with open heart;

to bear all cheerfully, do all bravely, await occasions, hurry never—in a
word, to let the spiritual, unbidden and unconscious grow up thro’ the
common, this is to be my symphony™

May this be your symphony also !

Our traditional closing Assembly of out-going Senior students and Staff
-members is remarkable this year and will on that account be particularly memorable.
In the first place, we have today the unique privilege of having in our midst the Vice-
Chancellor of our University, inspiring us by his trne greatness and thereby enlarging
the scope and significance of this occasion. ~Secondly. you are the last group of
students who have followed a scheme of University Education to which we have been
accustomed for several decades and which has now been replaced by something new.
‘With this year we shall also practically cease to have women students, thus ending
-an association of many years standing. This, our last set of ladies, is a particularly

* On the solemn occasion of the ““Candle Light” ceremony.
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talented group who have, in spite of their handicaps in a predominantly men’s College,.
conveyed grace and colour to our life.

Lastly, let me say ‘“goed-bye'’, a term which really means ‘“God be with youn”.
There are no better words of blessing than these; for he who has the companionship
of God will enjoy that * peace which passeth understanding’’. Gocd-bye. God be
with you.

THINK IT OVER!

If you pick up a starving dog and make him prosperous, he will not bite you.

That is the principal difference between a dog and a man.
— Mark Twain..

* * » * »*

A truth that disheartens because it is true is of far more value than the most

stimulating of falsehoods.
— Maeterlinck.
*® * L ] * *

Virtue consists, not in abstaining from vice, but in not desiring it.
— Bernard Shaw..

* * » L 4 »

Nurture your mind with great thoughts; to believe in the heroic makes heroes.
— Benjamin Disraeli.
» » » » »
The greatest homage we can pay to trath is to use it.
— Emerson,

* » L] * *

The trouble with the world is that the stupid are so cocksure where the wise-

are so full of doubt.
— Bertrand Ruasell.

* » » » *
. They conquer who believe they can.

y conq y — Virgil.
- - * . »

God divided man into men, that they might help each other.
— Seneca..

. * - ] *

This world is a comedy to those who think, a tragedy to those who feel,
-— Horace Walpole..



DISCOVERY OF [NDIA

BY
R. RENGANATHAN, 1V B, 8C,

India! Land of many a wonder!

Foreigner I am, I pause to ponder,

What marvellous mysteries sktoud your land?
Innumerable as grains of sand!

As timidly treads the vagrant child

Some strange dark path in a forest wild,
My eyes wide-open, my heart a-flutter,

I hope... I hope... but what’s the matter?

Lions and tigers I see not roam,

But, yes, the temple and mosque with dome,
The gorgeous sarees fill my eye,

And the crimson sunset ‘neath the Western sky!

Kudely am I awakened soon,

By the plaintive notes of a juke-box tune,
Whose is that—the familiar croon,

Is it Brent?...... or Pat Boone?

'Tis not for this I travelled so far,

By plane and ship and motor-car,

So, back, back to California,

To Huxley, Isherwood and -.. ... Vedantal



EXCERPTS FROM THE DARWIN CENTENARY*
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS
by the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar.

This is an occasion for all of us to reflect in general on the great debt that
we owe to eminent personalities who have blazed the trail 10 many fields of human
knowledge and achievement. It is to these great men of letters or of science or of
any other branch of human knowledge that the world owes much of its advances from
time to time; and it is fitting therefore that an occasion such as this should be utilized

to pay our homage to such personalities.

In the history of science, many names of famous aund illustrious personalities
are known for one or other of their great achievements. We think of Archimedes, for
example, for having given us the principle of hydrostatics; of Newton for the laws of
gravitation; of Michael Faraday for bis theory of electro-magnetism; of Roentgen for
the discovery of X-rays; of Rutherford for his theory of the atom; of Fleming for his
discovery of Penicillin. These great names will always be immortalised as they were
responsible for certain basic discoveries which have led to many other developments
in their respective spheres. Darwin’s name will always be remembered for his Theory
of Evolution and his pablication of *The Origin of Speciss”. It does not matter
whetber these theories have had to be subsequently modified in several respects. The
importance is that a new light was thrown on-a subject which had defied all attempts

at proper study and evaluation,
] [} » » »

Coming to a much later period, we pay homage to the evolutionist Bruno
who was burnt at the stake in 1600. A century and a half later, Immanuel Kant, the
philosopher, published his famous book *'The Theory of Heavens” in which he included
what we now call the theory of organic evolution = Kant observed how many animals
seem to be built on @ common plan, not as regards their skeletons only, but in other
particulars also. He stated that this theory strengthened the supposition that they
bave an actual blood relationship due to derivation from a common parent, a suppo-
sition which is arrived at by observation extending {irom man down to the polyps and
and from these even down to mosses andlichens and arriving finally at raw matter,
the lowest stage of nature observable by us.

To the Frenchman Buffon, a contemporary of Kaut, we owe the celebrated
1dea of the spontaneous evolution of life ............... Erasmus Darwin, the grandfather
of our bero, was a great and original thinker. He surveyed the evidence of his time
and was prepared to find in it a warrant for the theory that all forms of life have a
COMMON OTigif.uecervas . o

* The Darwin Centenary celebrations were organised under the joint auspices of the Biology
Departments of al} the Arts Colleges in Madurai,
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Lamarck, the French biclogist, is regarded in France as the fonder of the
modern view of evclution. Lamarck upheld the doctrine-that all species including
man are descended from other specics. Believing that the need or the want comes
first and then the structure which willsatisfy it, Lamarck argued that many of the
wonderful structures of living things are produced in response to what we may call
the sub-conscious will of the creature, Thus, Lamarck explaics the long neck of the
giraffe as developed by its feeding habits and gradually increased by a snow-ball
process, In successive generations. Similarly, half-erect apes tried to become erect
and finally man became so. Animals with long tongues, such as the ant.eater, have
got them through stretching them; and webbed feet are similarly accounted for,

These ideas are now laughed at and we explain the girafie’s neck by saying
that in the struggle for existence among young girafies, those with naturally longer
necks would tend to get more food and survive and reproduce their Like on the
average This is the Darwinian alternative to Lamarck’s explanation,

- » » . -

In the year 1860, the British Association for the Advancement of Science
was holding its annnal meeting in the cloistered halls of Oxford University. There
was to be a debate on a revolutionary book published by Charles Daiwin the year
before. This work entitled ** The Origin of Species by Naiural Seleciion’ maintained
that all species of living things had reached their present state thrcugh a process ot
evolution. Among the debaters were to be the Rt. Rev. Samuel Wilberforce, Bishop
of Oxford and a sworn foe of the evolutionary theory, and the biologist Thomas
Henry Huxley, one of Daiwin’s ardent supporters. After some preliminary skirmi-
shing, the Bishop of Oxford rose heavily to his feet and launched into an impassioned
attack on Darwin’s theory. Toward the end of his speech, he turned to Huxley and
said smilingly : “I should like to ask Professor Huxley, who is sitting by me and
1s abcut to tear me to pieces when I have sat down, as to his belief 1n being descen-
ded from af ape. Isit on his grand father’s or his grandmother’s side that the ances-
try comes in ?"”"  The good Bishop evidently was under the impression, as so mawy
people have been from that time to this, that the central idea of the origin of species
is that man is descended from the apes. Actually the doctrine of organic evolution,
as expounded by Darwin, stresses particularly the idea that all hving things—men,
monkeys, amoebae, starfishes, birds and plants for example—have attained their
present structure and function through a slo#, eon-long series of chapges in living
tissue beginning with the simplest ‘Primordial Protoplasm.’” The doctii e states
further that the direction of changes is guided by the process known as Natural
Selection. This doctrine of organic evolution, greatly modified since it was first
presented, has profoundly influenced the thinking of mankind.

The vehemence of the attack launched by the Bishop of Oxford may surprise
some, but to those familiar with the history of famous scientific discoveries, this
attitude will not come as a great surprise. Galileo, for proving his theory of grav ty,
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was actually tried by the Inquisition and had to spend several years in prison because
his theory was rather revolutionary and went agaipst the current ideas of priesthood.
Bruno was actually burnt at the stake, When Jeaner first startled the world by his
theoy of vaccination, many were the bitter attacks made on him and it was pointed
out in cartoons of those days that those who were vaccinated were likely to develop
bovine faces and horas on their heads. One of the stirring innovations of the Victo-
rian times was the use of anaesthesia in obstetrics. Sir James Simpson, who discovered
the use of an anaesthetic agent during labour, had to go through a starm of criticism.
The new practice was denouaced as 1t was against the biblical injunction which states:
«Thou shalt bring forth in travail and suffering.”” Simpson was not merely an
obstetrician but a pugilist in debating skill and he replied aptly that it was also
stated in the Bible that when Eve was born, Adam was put to sleep by God and out

of the rib, Eve was born,
] * * » »

Politically speakiog, the battle over Darwin represented a fight between
liberals for him and conservatives against him, following the changes effected by the
industrial revolution. Those who had benefited by the change, the industiialists who
were creating new fortunes and who wanted a louder voice in public affairs viewed all
change as beneficial. To them, change was progress and they used the word “evolu.
tion”” as a synonym for progress. Again, the fierce competition for markets and for
business survival impressed those who were successful with the validity of the doctrine
of the survival of the fittest. They rarely asked the question, fitness for what ?

Evolution thus became something more than a scientific theory, whose signi-
ficance few could truly understand. It became a battle cry and even a philosophy
and Herbert Spencer bumilt up an entire pelitical philosopby around the concept of

evolution,

. - * » .

Though much of Darwin’s original theory has been discarded, its influence

upon almost every field of human activity bas been very great. History, archaeology,
and ethnology have undergone profound changes because of the theory. The influ-
ence of the doctrine of organic evolution has been particuiarly strong upon the old
biological sciences—anatomy, physiology, morphology, parasitology, embryology,
cytology, genetics etc [t has brought into being at least two new biological sciences
—~Eugenics and Biometry.

. * . * .

Charles Darwin was a mild, modest and presevering gentleman whose per-
sonal life was not nearly so exciting as his ideas ...... The turning point in his career
came in 1831 when he signed on  H. M 3. Beagle to serve, without pay, as natura-
list ...
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Such 1s the story of Charles Darwin. And it is a story well worth the study
by ali, not merely by those who profess to be students of science. It is my great
regret that too often, we are inclined even as men of science to hmit our study and
vur knowledge to one particular science, little realising that science is one and indi-
visible; and therfore for anyone who has the 1ntention of beiag truly scientific 1n hus
endeavours, there can be no line of demarcation between one science and another, Nor
is it as clearly realised, as 1t eught to be, that one of the most important methods of
stimulating scientific 1esearch among the youth of the country is to give them some
knowledge of the history of science, of the life and work of the scientilic discoverers
of all ages; thereby the world will know that the apostles of science are by no means
stagnant in their minds and do not hold in reverence all things, great or small, unless
they be in accord with the fundamental concepts of the Great Architect of the
Universe. In fact, one need not be told that the truespirnt of science is not to be
garnered only in the laboratories and the colleges or through the didactic lectures,
but that men with a scientific bent, with an instinct for study of the unknown, with
that flair for investigation into anything that appears to them as worthy of study —
such people need not necessarily be those who have passed through the painful process
of the mechanical and routine form of university studies. Unfortunately, too much
of emphasis is being laid upon these factors, upon examinations and results, upon the
necessity to keep to time-table, upon the urgency of finishing what are known as
syllabi and we are getting more and more into the rut of concentrating on the
ephemeral and none-too-significant part of so-called education and thus fast losing
touch with real education. Charles Ddrwin’s life is an example of study for its own
sake, not through museums, libraries and laboratories, but in the wider and more
potent panorama of Nature spread all over the world. If, therefore, we can realise
how potential are the great possibilities of true education being imparted through
nature, how instead of concentrating on small text-books and notes, we could just take
our students out into Nature, whether for botanical or zoological or any other form
of scientific pursuit, and give them that aptitude and that zest for inquisitiveness,
- we shall have done more than the mere securing of university qualifications. I hope
and trust that in all our educational institutions, the spirit for the search of the
unknown, the spirit of adventure and the spirit of investigation and self-education
will be more and more inculcated into the minds of the young and that the new
generation that will emerge out of our great educational institutions will be the leaders
in al! phases of intellectual thought and moral endeavour.

L

e



COLLEGE NOTES

The College Union.

CABINET.

Tha College Union elections were held on the 12th of July "68 The following
were elected.

Mr. J. Vasanthan - Speaker

. A. Jeyasingh- — Secretary

s» V. Chandrasekaran — Deputy Speaker
»» 9. Rajaratnam - Asst. Secretary
., P. Thangavelu — B.Com. representative
» S. M. Ramachandran — B.A, "
» A. Malayandi — "
» R. N. Ramalingam — B.Sc, ”
»» A. Ramasamy — '
» A.]J. Devapragasam — P.UC, "
» A.C. Augustine - ,

Sri S, Sundaramurthi was elected by the faculty as president.

Prof. Gopalakrishna of New College, Madras, "inaugurated the activities of
the Union. Principal Savarirayan robed and installed the Speaker. The robing
ceremony is a new feature which we take pride in baving introduced.

The College Parliament, another new feature, held its first sessions on the 6th
of August, Sri K. T K, Thangamani M.P., spoke on “A day in parliament.”

The Ungited Nations Day was celebrated on the 24th of Oct. Mr. T. A. V,
Nathan, editor of Tamil Nad, addressed the gathering.

Miss Vijayalakshmi of the Praja Socialist Party addressed the Union on the
27th of October. Op the 27th of November, Mr. Frank E. Schmelzen. American Vice-
consul, met a few members of union informally for discussions.

During the second term, Mr. C, Edison conducted a few members on a tour
through North India.

A Tamil meeting was held during the third term when Sri P. Jeevanantham
spoke on “The Bhoodan Mcvement.”

The valedictery function was held on the 12th of Feb, 1859. Capt. T. K.
Lalith, Indian Airlines Corporation, delivered the valedictory address.

In concluding, we would like to thank all those who co-operated with us,
gspecially the college N. C. C.
A, JEYASINGH
Secrelary.
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S. C. M, Annual Report For 1958,

CABINET.
Mr. Thavaraj David, — President
Mr. John Wycliffe — Vice-President
Mr. G. Chelladurai — Secretary
Mr. George Immanunel =~  — Treasurer
Mr. S. Selvaraj — Representative of Washburn Hall.
Mr, Christopher Jeyasingh - Representative of Wallace Hall.
Mr. Albert Jeyaraj — Representative of Zumbro Hall.

Mr. Danial Gunaaithi } — Day-scholar Representatives.

Mr. Dharmapaul Srinivasan

Mr. Arputhanathen }

Mr. Robert Jeyakumar Co-opted in July 1959,

Mr. Jeyaraj Isaac

The year started with a social and on that occasion Miss. Shirley Wiltshire of
Lady Doak College gave a short speech. Our unjon has the strength of about 230.
Hostel prayers and compline services every Wednesday were conducted regularly.
We conducted sunday schools at two centres, one within the College compus and the
other at Narimedu Mr Paul R. Dettnam the bursar of the College kindly accepted
to conduct bible study classes on every Sunday. Some of our members went to the
Muncipal Colony here and conducted bible classes for the children. Our members
bave taken always an active part in the activities of the gospel team. The College choir
consisted of a number of S. C. M. Members. They conducted a carol service just before
Christmas. In the song ssrvice conducted by the Y. M, C, A, our choir also took part.
A team of our members went periodicaily to the Government Hospital and visited the
patients, Two angd twenty members represented our College at the Courtallam Camp
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and played an important role in the working of the camp. Mr, Wycliffe attended the
S. C. M. Work camp at Thiruvadanai. Mr. Thavara) David attended the laternational
Work Camp at Madras. In the course of the year the Rev. Harry Daniel, General
Secretary of the 5.C.M. in India, Miss, Lucy Burtt from the S, C, M. head quarters at
Bangalore, the Rev. Seivaratnam from Jaffna, Dr. Jesudasan of the Courtallam
Ashram, Mr, Joln Webster, a Student of the Union Theological Seminary, New York,
aod the Canon Elphick 01. Kodalkanal were in our midst and our members really
benefited by their speeches,

This year we tonducted a christmas tree for the Sunday School children. We
bad a retreat imside our College campus when the Rev.Albert Manuel of the Thirumari-
yur Theological College was the main speaker, We conducted a film show called
“Young Bess” to help the financial condition of the union,

God has been with our unton throughout the year and so we thank Him for
the divine protectiun we enjoyed in all our efforts and enterprises. It is my duty to
thank the Principal for the help and support he gave us. We thaok the chaplan, the
staff adviser, the Christian members of the staff, particularly Mr. D. Yesudass.

We ended this year with full satisfaction entrusting the woiking of the union
in to worthy hands for the year to follow. We pray to God that this union will
prosper, inculcating christian discipline and christian princple.

G. CHELLADURAI,

Sccretary.
Chemistry Association.
Cabinet members:-
Patrons: .. Prof: P.S, Lakshminarayanan M. A., (Houns)
... Prof: M. Lakshmanan M. A,
President: ... Mr. K. Kalyanaraman B. Sc., (Hons)
Vice-President: ... Mr. R.S. A. Sundersingh B. Sc.,
Secretary: « Mr. § T. Arnold IV B, Sc,,
Asst Secretary: ... Mr S. Ramesh II B. Sc.,
Representatives: ... Miss. V. Manorama IV B, Sc.,

Miss. S. P. Meenakshi IV B. Sc.,
«. Mr, Mohamed Sheriff M. Sc.,
... Mr. C, Annamalai IV B, Sc.,
~. Mr. M, Jamall B, Se,,
.+« Mr. V. Jeganathan P, U. C,,
.+ Mr, R, Rajanayagam P. U.C.,
«. Mr. C. Thiagarayan P. U.C.,
w. Mr, K. Ayakaonu P. U, C,,
« M1, P. Muthukrishnan P, U. C,,
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This year with the upgrading of our College by the establishment of the M. Sc.
Course in Chemistry we welcomed to our assocration the post graduate students with
Prof. M. Lakshmanan, head of the department of the post graduate section as our
joint patron.

The inaugural meeting was held on 25th August 68 under the presidentship
of Prof. P. 8. Lakshminarayanan, M. A. (Hons) when Prof. M. Lakshmanan M, A,
delivered the inaugural address on ‘‘Chemical discoveries and discoverers”’,

The first ordinary meeting was held oan 15th October 58, with Prof. E. S.
Moses M. A,, in the chair when Prof. N. Chakravarthi M. A,, gave an address on
“‘Chemistry in daily life.”

The second meeting was held on 19th November under the presidentship of
Mr. P. T. Chellappa B. A, M. Sc., when Mr. C. Madhusudhanan of the M, Sc., class
and Mr, R Renganathan of the Senior B, Sc,, class read papers on “Antibiotics”, This
initiative on the part of the students is worthy of praise,

During the latter part of January 69, an elocution contest was conducted
under the auspices of cur association in which many students took part.

During the course of the year a batch of Senior B Sc. (Chem) students visited
the cement factory at Thalaiyuthu and the Sugar factory at Vadipatti.

The Valedictory function of the Science associations was held on the 7th
February 59, when Dr. K. S, Krishpan M. A,, D. Sc., F. R, S, an eminent scientist and
3n old student of our College delivered the Valedictory address,

S. T. ARNOLD,

Secretary.
The Physics Association

Patrons ¢ os Sri 8, J. Savarirayan, . A., (Principal)

Prof. Sri E. S. Moses, M. A.
President ; ... Sri R. Suryanarayanan, B. A.
Vice-President ; ... Sri Arthur, J. Harris, B. A., M. sc,
Secretary : ... Mr. N. Gopalswamy, 1v B. sc.
Asst. Secretary : .. S. Saravanabavan, 11 B. sc.
Representatives ; ... Miss Elizabeth K, Prema 1v B. sc.

Miss P. N. Saraswathi, 1v B sc.
Mr. M. Jesudoss, 1v B sc.
» J. Subas Chandra Bose, 11 B. sc.
» A.S. Dharmaraj, 1 B. sc.
,» Baskar David, 1 B. sc.
» A. Antony Goldwyn, P, U. C.

v V. Sankaran, "
. S. Arasu, n
+»s 3. Pichaimuthu, 'e

iy G. Manickam, o
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The inaugural function of the above association, combining with the Mathe-
matics Association, was conducted on 21st August 1858, Sri § J, Savanirayan, M. A,
was in the chair. Sri V. Krishnakutty Menon, M. A, Lecturer in Mathematics,
Thiagarajar Coll\ege of Engineering, Mathurai, delivered the inaugural address on
“The Iofluence of Science on Society.”

The first extra-ordinary meeting of this association was held oa Thursday
13th November 1958 when Prof. E. S Moses M. A,, patron of Association, presided
over the function and Dr. A. Knishnaswami, M. B, B. S,, D. M. R., Mathurai Medical
College gdve an interesting and inspinng speech on the subject *Medical Electricity”.
He spoke about x-rays and showed several x-ray photographs of the human body.

The valedictory function of the Science Associations was held on Saturday
7th February, 1959, under the Presidentship of Sri 5. Savarirayan, M. A., (Principal).
Dr. K. S. Krishnan, M. A, D, Sc., F. R. S., eminent scientist and Director of the
National Physical Laboratory, New Delhi, delivered the valedictory address.

N, GOPALSWAMY,

Secretary.
The Natural Science Association,
President : ..« Mr. R, George Michael, M, A.
Vice.President : ««  Mr, Alfred D. Mohandoss, B. A.,
Secretary : ~ Mr. K, Periasami.
Assistant Secretary : .  Mr. M. Mohideen Pichai,
Representatives ; ... Miss Mary Juliana, IV B, Se.

Mr. S. Winston Churchill, IV B. Sc.
» K. R.’ Mobhammed Alij, I B. Sc.
»» S, V. Anandaraj, P.U,C. (O
»» K. Mohan, " (D)
. P. Daniel Jeevanandam, ,, (E)

The inaugural function of the above Association was held on 19th August '58
under the Presidentship of Dr. (Miss) V. R. Meenakshi, M. A., Ph. D., Prof. of Zoology,
Fatima College. Madurai when Prof. J. Samuel Raj, M. A., M.Sc, F.Z.S, F.R.ES,,
¥ A.7Z., Head of the department of Zoology, Karaikudi Alagappa College, delivered
the address on °* The Wonderful World of Insects.”

His speech was interesting and at the same time very humorous. He also
illustrated his talk with lantern slides.
In the month of September. a party of Zoology students visited Kilakkarai,
. Central Fisheries Research Station at Mandapam, Krusadai Islands and also Rames-
waram. The party made on-the-spot study of many marine organisms,
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On 15th of October, '58, a meetmg was held in connection with -*Wild life
week' when Mr. J) C. B, Abraham B. A, B. Sc. (Hons.) took the chair, Mr. K. Bhoja
Shetty, B.Sc.. (Hons ) A. I. F. C. Conservator of Forests, Madurai Circle, spoke on the
sab; ct * Wild Life.” He delighted the audience vy giving his own experiences in the
forest as an ofhcer.

A Students' meeting was conducted on November 28th 58 when Messrs.
Samson and Paul Pasdian of the §V B. A, class and Mr. Perumal of 1I B. Sc., class
read papers on “* Migration of Birds.” Mr. S. Abraham, M. A.. L. T., Professor of
Zaology, presided over this meeting, -

The valedictory function of Science Associations of the College was held on
7th February, 39, Dr. K. S. Krishoan, M. A, D. 5c,, F. R. S.. of the National [ bysical
Laboratory delivered the address,

K. PERIASAM],

Secratary,
Mathematics Association,
Patron « Prof. T. Natarajan, M.A,,
Presideat -~ Sri. B. Guoaraj, M.A., AM. (Boston).
Secretary ... Mr. R, Rengasamy, IV B.A,,
Asst. Secretary s Mr1. 5, Abdul Gulam II B.Sc.,

Representatives .. Mr, K.RajulV B.Sc,

» K. Govindaraj, 1I B.Sc,,

» G. Govinda Pillai II B.Com.

»» N. Subramanian, I B.Sc.

» P. M, Thiagarajan, I B.Sc.

» P. A. Rajasekaran, P.U,C, (A)

» C. Regupathy, P.U.C, (B)
Miss. Hitharanjini Edward, IV B.A,,

The inaugural meeting of the above association, combined with the Physics
Association, was held on 21st August’58. Sri S. J Savarirayan, M.A., Principal,
presided over the function. Sri K. Krishran Kutty Meoon, M. A, of Thiagarajasc
Coliege of Engineering, Madurai, delivered the Inaugural Address.

The first extraordmary meeting was conducted on 18th Nov. ‘68 and Prof.
K. Venkatesan, M A. of Madurai College. Madurai, delivered a lecture on ‘‘Mathematics
Past and Present” Prof. T. Natarajan, M.A took the chair.

The second extraordinary meeting was conducted on 19th Jan.'59. Miss.
R. Zavithri. B.A., (1.5.1. Calcutta) delivered a lecture on S Q.C.” and Prof. T. Nata-
rajan presided over the function,
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The third extra-ordinary meeting was arranged on 24th Jan, ‘59 as a special
meeting for the students of Senior B.A, and I B.Sc. classes. Sri V. R. Venugopal
M.Sc., Special Research Fellow, Govt. of India, delivered a lecture on ““Astro-Physics”.
Prof. T. Natarajan presided.

We were extremely bappy and fortunate to have Dr. K. 5. Krishpan, M.A,,
D.Sec., F.R.S., Director of National Physics Laboratories, to deliver the valedictory

address.
Madurdi, R. RENGASAMY,
18-2-'59. Secretury.

Humanities Association.

Office Bearers.

President ... Prof. S Sundararajan, M.A., M. Litt,
Vice-President ... Prof S. R. Mallikarjunan, M. A,,
*Secretaries ... S. Gomathinathan IV B A., Economics
L Rajkumar, 1V B Com
Asst. Secretaries . P. Venkatavaradhan., I B A., Economics
R. Sundararaj, I B Com.
Representatives <. S.Stephenson 1V B. A,

K. S, Thangamutha IV B.Com.

P. Narayanaswamy, I1 B.A, Branch I
R. Sivakadaksham, [I B.A. Broch IV
S. K. S Abdul Kassim, II B.Com.

€ Chandrasekaran I B.A. Economics
D. Ramakrishnan, I B.A, Economics
M. Soundrapandian, I B.Com,

T. Muthuknshnan, P.U C, A Section
S. Sangararaj P.U.C B Section

C Poopandian P U.C. C Section

S. Muthuraj, P.U C. E Section

The inaugural function of the above association was held on the 14th August-
1988, when Sir. P.T Rajan, Bar-at-law., presided over the fuoction and Mr. M M Gbani,
B.A. (Hons.) spoke about the importance of humanities, During the same meeting
Dr. K. J. Charles, former Professor of Economics of our college, gave a lecture on his
experience in America.

The second extra-ordinary meeting was condacted on 30th October 1988,
under the presidentship of Prof.S Sundararajan M.A, M. Litt. The audience had
the privilege of hearing an interesting talk from Dr. Eddy Asirvatham of Bihar
University, on ““Democracy”
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The third extra-ordinary meeting was held on 5th November 1958 with

Prof, S. R. Mallikarjunan. M.A,, in the chair. Miss A. J. Moses M.A. welcomed the

guests, Miss. S. Wiltshire of Lady Doak College spoke on “Racialism and Democracy”’
The fourth extraordinary meeting was conducted on the 27th November
1958 with Mr. Paul R. Dettman, M. A., Bursar of our College in the chair. Prof.

S. Thethadri. M, A, of R. D. M. College gave a valuable talk on ‘The Problem of

Power'. The meeting came to a close with a music performance of Sri Madhaoa-

gopal (II U. C) and his party,
The fifth extra-ordinary meeting was hcid on Srd Dioen bor, 1958 when Prof,

S, R. Malhkarjunaa, presided and Prof. S. Themas Sniivazan M. A, of S5t. Joseph's
College delivered a dehghtful speech on “Indian Econemy today”
The valedictory function was conducted on a g-and scale on 5th February
1953 when Mr. P, Ramamurtby M. A., prominent political jeader, addressed the
students and staff under the presidentship of Mr. 5. J. Savarirayan, M. A., Principal.
L. RAJAKUMAR,
S. GOMATHINATHAN,
Secretarfes,

The Fine Arts Club.

M¢ S, J. Savarirayan M. A,

Patrops: o
e Miss A. J. VMloses M. A,,
ves Mr. Paul R Dettman M, A., A. M.,
President. - Mr, K. Suriyanarayanan B. A
Vice-President: ... Mr. Christopher Edison B, Sc., (Hons)
Secretary: Mr. P. G. Rajasekaran,

Asst. Secretary .. P. Victor Jeyaraj.

Representatives: ... Irudayaraj, P. U. C.
Kandasamy Paulraj, P, U. C,

Christ Apand, 1. U C,
Venkatavarathan I. U, C.
Samrajadurai, Il U. C.
Kasiviswanathan, 11 U C.
Mathan Mohan, IV U, C.
D. S. Charles, 1V U. C.
Arulraj, B. Sc, M, Sc.
Miss Nalini David, B. Sc,
Miss Manarama, B, Se.

After a hreak of three years the Fine Arts Club began its activities from tbis .
year. Even though it started its activities only in the second term it has achieved a
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Jot. Tbaoks to our Principa) who bas shown keen interest in its activities 1 hope and
wish that this association will progress rapidly.

The inaugural function of this club was held on the 27th of October 58.
Mr. A. G. Subbaraman (Chairman, Madurai Municipality) presided over the function and
delivered the inaugural address. A pantomine “Black is white and white is black” was
staged,

One of our members Mr. Mohan, has won the first prze in the Inter Colle-
giate music competition held at Thiagarajar College. We had many F..c Arts evenings
and mettings. Mr. A. C. Pillai performed a magic show Compiiiivns i1 music,
painting and acting wese conducted by our club.

The valedictory function was held on 13th Februry 59. Miss, Shakunthala,
M. A, Principal, Fatima College, delivered the wvaledictory addsess. Principal
Savarirayan presided over the function. Mrs. Savarirayasn distributed the prizes,
On this day a drama "Spell Bound” was staged.

I have full satisfaction that cur Fine Arts has served to develop the talents

of our students,
P. G. RAJASEKARAN,

Secretary.
Islamic tiultural Association.
Patron: e Sri S J. Savarirayan M. A, Principal.
Prestdent: Janab P. A. Jamal Momdeen B. Com., (Hons)
Vice-President: e A. T Mohmed Shariff B. Sc.,
Secretary: A. Mobamed Hanifa IV B. Sc.,

Asst Secretary: ... M. Jamal I B. Sc.,
Representatives:- ... A. Abdul Kanm IV B A,

e A.K.Casim IV B. A,

Abdu! Gulam 1T B. S¢,

- P. A. Mohamed Hanifa 11 B. Com..

Mohamed Ibrahim II B, A,,

- Mohamed Ali 1 B. Sc,,

K, M Mohamed Ismail P.U.C,,

.- M. Sahul Hameed P. U, C,,

s Lateef Abmad P. U. C.

The comb'ned meeting of the inaugural fuunction and Meeladi Nabi celebra-
tirn was held on 7+h October 58, under the presidentship of Janab Dr, Ubeidullah M.S,,
D L. 0., Madurai \{-dical College, when Janaba Mary Nafeesa delivered the inaugural
address an “The Rale played by Muslims of to day  Dr, Ubeidallah, in his introduc-
tery remark said that Islam was one of the best scientific religions and be stressed the
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fact that a proper appreciation of Islam will lead one to adherence of its noble princi-
ples. Janaba Marv Nafeesa delighted the audience by tracing the growth of Islam and
explained haw same of the ealier scientific discoveries were made by Arabs.

The valedictory meeting of the association was held on 1ith February 19.50,
when Janab K Mayvau B. E.. delivered the valedictory address. Sri S. Sundararajan
M, A, M Litt, toos the presidential chair, A grand tea party was arranged for all the
members of the association on that occasion.

In his valedictory address, Janab K. Mayan B. E.. requested the audience
to ponder deeply over the fundamental principles ot Islam. The audience greatly
appreciated the eloquent speech of Sri 5. Sundarajan on Hindu-Muslim brotherhood.

A. MOHAMED HANIFA,
Secretary.

Repart of the Dudley and Zumbro Halls.
The Following are the Cabinets.

Dudley Hali-

g' I!gs:l:::;lvelu } —  General Secretaries

K. S. Sevugan - Sports Secretary

R. Gopalasamy — Literary Secretary

K. Sundaramahalingbam  — o

M. Kumaravelu -— Magazine Secretary

M. Mutharamalingam — Entertainment Secretary.
Zumbro Hall:-

S. Rajaram — General Secretary

N. Narayanasamy — Sports Secretary

J. M. Duraipandian - Literary Secretary

T. Muthukrishnan — Magazine Secretary

M, Vethamanikaraj — Eantertainmeat Secretary.

The inavgaral fanction and junior welcome meeting was held on the 22nd of
July 58.  Principal Savarirayan took the chair and Avvai Duraisamy Pillai, delivered
the inaugural address.

Independence day was celebrated in a grand manner. Sri P. T. Chellappa
addressed the gatbering and Mrs. Chellappa distributed the prizes.

In the begianing of the second term, Sri P. T. Chellappa was appointed as the
warden of the Dudley Hall and in a simple ceremony he was formally intreduced to the
residents by the Principal.



General Secretaries of the Halls

Secretaries of the various
Agsociations
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Another social was conducted during the second term when Sri K. Parama-

sivam, Lecturer in Tamil, American College spoke on ““Student Life". Pongal day was
grandly celebrated.

The third term saw a change 1n the cabinet. Sri G, Manivel, the general
secretary having discontinued his studies, Sri S. Kumaravela took his place.

The valedictory function of these halls was held on the 2nd of February 1959.
Sri 8, J. Savanirayan presided over the function. Sri A. G. Subbaraman, Chairman of
the Madurai Manicipal Council, delivered the Hall Day address. The prizes were
distnibuted by Miss. Paul of the Lady Doak College.

The senior farewell dinner came off on the 17th of February. It proved to be
e touching cermony Sri S. J Savarirayan, Sri P. T. Chellappa, Sri B, Guparaj and
many others spoke on that occasion.
S. KUMARAVELU,
S. RAJARAM,
General Secretaries.

Washburn Hall.

President: — Mr. J. C. B Abraham

Vice-President: — Mr. Francis Balasingh
— Mr. Genrge Michael

General Secretary: — K. Subbaraj

Cabinet Members: — N. Venkatesalu

—_ P. Sunder

-~  G. M. Rengacharj
- Ruskin Roy

—_ S. Nallasivan

—_ G. Gurusamy
_— M. Shanmugam
— P. Sethuraman.

On July 17th 1958, the inaugural function was celebrated. Principal Savari-
rayan presided and Miss. K. Sarada, Lecturer in Tamil, Fatima College, delivered the
address.

A garden party was conducted on 10th October ’68.  Mrs, Savarirayan distri-
buted certificates to the winners of the Independence Day Sports.

At a meeting on 5th November 58, Dr. M. S, Vairana Pillai of Thiagarajar
College presided and Sri R. Manickam of the Madura Bar addressed the gathering

Pongal Festival, the premier fastival of Tamilagam, was celebrated on the 28th
of January 69, Mr, Moses Pcuniah of our Tamil Faculty presided and Mr. Ramasamy,
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Sub Editor of “Tamil Nad” gave a thought provoking speech. Earlier Mr. Mathusamy
of the IV class welcomed the guests.

The Hall Day was celebrated on 7th February 59. Principal! Savarirayan,
once again presided. Dr S. Kameswaran »f the Madurai Medical College gave a short
but sweet talk. Mrs Kameswaran distributed the prizes.

K. SUBBARA]J,
General Secrelary.
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Annual Report ‘B Coy.,’ 7th Madras Bn. NCC.,,

As a result of the reorganisation carried out and the scheme of expansion
launched as part of the 2nd Five Year Plan the strength of the unit authorised for our
College has been increased to two Officers and 105 cadets. We enrolled 85 {resh
students to bring the strength to 105, the authorised strength.

The training commenced in the first week of July "G8, Sub-Ayyub of the
Engipeers and CHM. Duriasamy of the Madras Regt. forming our training team of

instructors.

The Company was inspected by Major R. C. Mathur, O. C. Tth Madras Bn.
NCC., Madurai and Lt. Col. R. L. Anand G. I. Madras Mysore and Kerala Area.

A special cadre camp was conducted in Oct. ‘58 for all the Cadets 16 of our
Cadels and Lt. Sundaramurthi attended the combined Social Service and Cadre Carap
in May ’58 held at Krishnagiri, Salem District. The asnual camp was held at Trichy
for two weeks from 27th Dec, to 9th Jan’ 59. 1 am happy to mention that two of our
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Cadets, Edwin Paul and Jayaraj Isaacs distinguished themselves as good sportsmen
and secured points for our Bn, 20 of our 2nd year Cadets are appearing for ‘B’ Certifi-
cate examination and 2 for ‘C’ certificate this year.

Our Principal, Mr. S, ]. Savarirayan, bas always evinced a keen interest in the
activities of the NCC and its progress. He bas given us 3 new hall, though it requires

some minor improvements. I take this opportunity to express gratitude to him for
his advice and kind help, Iam much indebted to Sub Ayyub, Chm. Duraisamy

N C O’s and Cadets for their unstinted loyalty and whole hearted co-operation through-
out this year,

Last but not least let me take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude
to the Officers and Office staff of the 7th Madras Bo. NCC.  Working as they do
under severe handicaps they have tried very much to equip this Coy. well,  To run
the Cadre Camp efficiently they provided us with a large number of instructors, We
are much indebted to them for the help so genorously and kindly extended to us by
the Battalion H. Q. and its able Officers.

Lt, 5. SUNDARAMURTHI,
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Tennis Doubles Team
P. Devendran and Mchamed Hanifa
Madras University Inter-Collegiate,
Madurai Divisional and Inter-Divisional Chmpions.

G-Rininpi STunis

Captains of the Various Clubs



Hockey Team
Madurai Divisional Winners

‘Volley Ball Team
Inter-Collegiate Madurai Divisional Winners
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. Our Brand New Dudley Hall



)

Washburn Hall Cabinet

The College Choir
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