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The Madras Agriculturists’ Debt Relief Act
By

Dgr. B. V. Naravanaswamy Namu
AND
P. VAIDYANATHAN, M.A.

“Princes and Lords may flourish or may fade
A word can mar them as a word hath made ;
But a bold peasantry, their country’s pride ;
When once destroyed can never be supplied ”.

—GOLDSMITH,

The central fact in Indian rural economy is the appalling poverty
and the grinding need of the population ; and the extent of indebtedness
is the index of the alarming condition to which poverty has reached.
The average income of the agriculturist in Madras is estimated at Rs. 15
per head. It is not an eXaggerated remark when the Royal Commission
on Agriculture said “In India agriculture is, with most cultivators, with
uneconomic holdings, more a mode of living than a business.” The
observations of the Simon Commission made in 1929 is more true to-day
than it was then. “The low standard of living to which the mass of
India’s population attains is one of the first things that strike a Western
visitor. Wants are few, diet is simple, climate is usually kind, and a
deep rooted tradition tends to make the countrymen content with things
as they ar®. But the depth of poverty, the pervading presence of which
cannot escape notice, is not se easily realized.” In spite of his inability
to pursue agriculture as a profitable business, the agriculturist w}ll not
abandon his calling out of his own free will ; for the abandonment of the
farm means the abandonment of the home. Forced to live a squalid life
with his poor income, which has been_ made poorer by the severe depres-



80 UNIVERSITY JOURNAL

sion in the prices of agricultural commodities, he is groaning under a
heavy load of debt, which is staggering. No real progress is possible, no
new policy of planned economy for the development of the country can
be successfully launched, unless the agriculturist classes, the custodians
of our national wealth, who form 80% of the population are relieved of
their distress by removing the ever crushing burden of indebtedness and
by devising means to increase their income and consequently their pur-
chasing power.

Mr. W. R. S. Sathyanathan, Special Officer, appointed by the Govern-
ment of Madras to enquire into the question of rural indebtedness in
the Presidency has made a modest estimate of the volume of. debts at
Rs. 200 crores. Debt per head of population is Rs. 42 and this has no
relation to the income of the agriculturist which is only Rs. 15 per annum.
Interest at 12% per annum calculated on the entire debt of the Presi-
dency will amount to Rs. 24 crores a year, while the net agricultural
income (after deducting from the gross income, the cost of cultivation
and the land revenue) comes only to Rs. 40 crores. The agriculturist
cannot be expected to pay the whole of the interest due annually and the
accumulated interest swells the volume of indebtedness. The total landed
assets of the Presidency are now only five times the debts. Hence the
seriousness of the problem of indebtedness which deserves our first and
foremost attention before any scheme of reconstruction. Before any
remedy is prescribed to this chronic disease, the real causes of indebted-
ness must be analysed.

CAUSES OF INDEBTEDNESS

The root cause of the indebtedness of the Indian peasant is the in-
sufficiency of his income which is the result of uneconomic holdings, lack
of attention to improved methods of cultivation, manuring, irrigation or
the introduction of seasonal crops, lack of marketing facilities, the high
mortality and the low vitality of the Indian cattle and the frequent
failure of crops due to bad seasons. The size of the average holding in
Madras is ridiculously low compared with other countries.

Average size

of holdings.
Madras .. 3tod atres.
England and Wales .. 62 "
Denmark .. 40 »
Germany - 21-5 "
France ‘% 20-5 W
Holland .. 26 »
U. S. A. .. 148 "

While the holding of the Madras peasant is uneconomic, the return
from his land averages only from 2 to 5% in a normal year with average
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prices. But in India normal seasons are not very common. Mr. Dar-
ling reckons that a cycle of five years will give one good year, one bad
year and three normal years. In a survey conducted recently in some
of the villages of the Cuddalore Taluk, it has been found that in a large
number of families crop expenses have increased over the income from
the land. When a ryot borrows, especially, in a bad season, he is not
able to repay the debt and the debt gradually mounts up with the accu-
mulated interest. In course of time a pro-note debt is converted into
a mortgage debt and finally the creditor takes possession of most of the
ryot’s lands. The result is the Indian peasant is “ born in debt, lives in
debt, dies. in debt and bequeaths debt ”. The effect of this burden of an-
cestral debts is inefficient production. The feeling that he will have to
sow for others to reap damps the ardour even of the most enthusiastic.
At present the small returns from land and ancestral debts are
not causes and results but are of mutual causation.

Unproductive expenditure on marriages, social ceremonies, factions
and litigations contributes to the rapid growth of the volume of debt.
It is usual to exaggerate the expenses on marriages. Normally
marriages and ceremonies come at long intervals in an individual’s life.
It is but natural that the miserable peasant should have some diversion.
The percentage of this kind of debt compared with others is very low.

Lack of cheap credit facilities accentuated the pace of growth of the
debt. In Madras secured debts usually carry 12% interest but the
rate on unsecured loans is 18% to 24%. The Marwaris usually charge
18% to 50% simple or compound interest and penal interest at a higher
rate. During the investigation in some of the villages in Cuddalore
Taluk it has been found that the sowcars of Kurinjipadi who supplied
the villagers with money, usually charged 6 pies for a rupee for a month
or 37%% but 9 pies for a rupee for a month or 56%% was not un-
common. It is only the usurious rates of money-lenders that have
swelled the volume of debts. While Government taccavi loans and Co-
operative Societies accounted for only 7% of the total debts, the money-
“lenders are respousible for 93% of the debts. It is no wonder, then,
that agriculturists are so heavily indebted.

The growth of population has some effect on indebtedness. Madras
now holds more people than Great Britain and between the years 1921-31
recorded a lead of 10-4% while Bengal and the U. P. registered only an
increase of 7-3% and 6-7% respectlvely The increase in population
is outstripping the increase in the area of cultivation and this results in
the dwindling of the area of holding per individual.

To a certain extent the incidence of land revenue influences
indebtedness. This is true especially during the depression when there
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is a fall in prices and the value of money has increased. The half net

theory of the Government according to one writer has become the ‘all
net theory.’

The following table showing the purposes for which debts were

incurred in some of the villages of the Cuddalore Taluk will be useful
and clear.*

Purpose of borrowing. Rs. Per cent.
Ancestral debts .. 10,155 53
Agricultural expenses o 2622 13-7
Trade .. 1,000 5-2
Domestic expenses .. 1,015 5-3
Marriages and social functions .. 1505 79
Buying land - 300 1-6
Other purposes including payment of land

revenue which forms a big proportion .. 2557 13-3
Total debt of 50 families .. 19154 100

The money income of the agriculturists fell appreciably as a result
of economic depression and this aggravated the burden of indebtedness
on the poor ryot. It is a danger to society if the agriculturist, who
is engaged in the noble profession of raising the foodstuffs for the nation,
breaks down under an intolerable burden. The prosperity of the entire
nation is dependent on the well-being of the agriculturist. Therefore,
the need is great for scaling down this debt.

CONCILIATION OR COMPULSION.

If relief is to be given to the agriculturists by scaling down debts, is
it by compulsion or by mutual agreement that debts are to be scaled
down? It is said that arbitrary scaling down of debts by the
State will lead to a great curtailment of credit and only if volun-
tary conciliation fails compulsion should be tried as a last resort.
Though the effect of compulsory legislation in frightening away credit
cannot be minimised, the economic depression itself has impeded credit.
Such measures should be looked upon as an attempt to solve a dead-
lock and if they are successful they will not only be beneficial to the
debtor but also to the creditor. The Premier believes that voluntary
conciliation will be of no avail in our Presidency for the creditors will
never come to terms with the debtors. Moreover, almost every agri-
cultural country in the world has found it necessary during the
depression to adopt some compulsory measure of this kind. So long as
the people realise that these are only emergency devices they are more

* Figures were gollected from the survey conducted by Dr. B. V. Narayana-
swamy Naidu and P. Vaidyanathan,
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likely to do good than harm. In Madras passive attempts were made
to redeem the agriculturist by passing in his favour several legislative
measures such as the Land Improvement and the Agriculturists Loans
Acts, the Co-operative Societies Acts, the Land Mortgage Bank Act, the
Insolvency Act, the Debtors’ Protection Act, the Usurious Loans Act, the
Agriculturists Loans Amendment Act of 1935 and the Debt Conciliation
Act of 1936. But these measures did not touch even the fringe of the
problem. There is a general complaint that the Debt Conciliation Act
was not given a fair trial. Mr. Ramalingam Chettiar rightly replied to
this criticism. “ Debt conciliation on the basis proposed in the Act is
very complicated and relief can be given only in those cases where an
application is made by a creditor or debtor. If a large number of appli-
cations come in the. agency will break down.” As conciliation and other
voluntary methods have failed the adoption of the principle of compul-
sion has become inevitable.

LEGISLATION IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND IN INDIA

A study of the various attempts made to solve the problem of in-
debtedness of the rural population in other countries and in our own
will be necessary and wuseful for a proper perspective of the
relief measure in Madras. It has been contended that “the nature of
the debt of the South Indian peasant and the conditions of South Indian
rural economy are very different from those of the Western Countries ”
and the time and circumstances under which those measures were
adopted also differ from ours. Though much of the debt of the central
European farmers was contracted for the re-construction of farms devas- -
tated by the war, one cannot be blind to the enormous suffering of the
agriculturists due to the catastrophic fall in agricultural prices after the
depression, the heavy interest charges and the increased cost of produc-
tion which was the result of improvements in farming effected at a time
when market conditions were favourable. The result was the farmer
was working on a deficit economy. In Greece, the average income per
fammily was 19,398 drachmas and the average expenditure considered to
be indispensable 25,055 drachmas. The condition was similar in most
of the European countries. In India poverty and not improverthent of
agriculture has been the chief cause of indebtedness and the agriculturist
was paralysed by the economic depression. But whatever may be the
general or, specific causes of indebtedness it is a well known fact that
excessive indebtedness is a common evil. It is injurious at the same
time to deﬁtors and creditors and its effects are felt by the whole commu-
nity. So a study of the measures adopted to eradicate this .evil in
foreign countries will be of use.

The different measures adopted in foreign countries may be divided
into three categories. Certain countries of Central and Eastern Europe
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adopted radical measures which aimed directly at relieving the farmers
from debts. These measures partook of the nature of compulsory con-
version of farmers’ debts, reduction of the rate of interest and in certain
cases the principal by the imposition of law. The second type of legis-
lation pursued a policy of direct intervention but confined itself
to narrower limits. This type of legislation is characterised by the re-
payment of loans by instalments over a series of years, the suspension
of the measures of distraint against debtors, repayment by the State of
part of the debts and the imposition of minimum prices for the sale of
expropriated property. The last type of measures seeks to help the
debtors through indirect means by the provision of cheap credit facili-
ties and through measures adopted with a view to raising the prices of
principal crops and improving agriculture.

In Germany as a result of the crisis numerous legislative measures
were rendered necessary between 1931-32. The floating debts of the
needy farmers were replaced by a special loan granted by the Bank for
German Industrial Securities. The funds were drawn from the levies
imposed on the industries while the Reich guaranteed 25% of the loan
granted. Orders were also issued offering protection against distraint
by creditors. Where voluntary agreement failed, creditors and debtors
were subject to legal process which remitted arrears of interest, reduced
interest for the future and even made possible compulsory reduction
of principal by 50%. In addition to these and some other measures of
the National Socialist Government, there was a proposal for raising to
a remunerative level, the prices of agricultural products which, in part,
had remained appreciably below the cost of production.

In Italy by a law of 1930 extinction of onerous agricultural debt is
facilitated by a conversion of short term loans into long term loans
payable in 25 years. The State undertook to pay a part of the instal-
ments. Whese there are scientific improvements in farming the Minis-
ter can grant contributions not exceeding 3% % interest repayable in
twenty-five years. Mortgage credit institutions were called upon -to
replace bonds bearing mere than 4% interest by bonds bearing interest
at 4%.

In Switzerland the Government found it necessary to develop a
Peasants’ Aid Bank, which, would give help to the distressed farmers in
the form of loans with or without interest and subsidies towards interest ;
to develop protective measures of a legal nature taken in favour of dis-
tressed farmers by the suspension of the repayment of capital, reduction
of the rate of interest on secured loans, reduction or suppression of
interest on capital sums not secured and extinction of interest due in
certain cases; a;ld to prevent new indebtedness by a bill aimed at
reducing mortgage debts to a tolerable amount, i.e., o enable the far-
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mer to have a subsistence income for him and his family. In the adjust-
ment of debt proceedings the debtor, creditor and the community would
collaborate. While the community would subscribe a certain amount
for some years to a fund, the creditor would renounce a part of his credit.
The creditor would be bought out by a redemption bond. The Federal
Council would have control over the farms and would limit indebted-
ness in future.

Measures adopted in Denmark, Norway and Sweden were more or
less similar to those in Switzerland. But in Finland short term loans
were converted into long term loans and the land mortgage bank was
reorganized. The State not only guaranteed the bonds but subsidised
them. Loans were granted up to 90% of the value of the farm. If the
farm was forcibly sold in auction it was bought by the bank and restored
to the original owner in case he was found fit to assume responsibility.
The French legislation was characterised by postponement of repayment
to the various classes of debtors.

By a law of 1934 debts of the agriculturists of Bulgaria could be
reduced by 40%. The difference resulting from the reduction of debts
would be made up out of an amortization fund formed at the Public
Debt Office to which the State would assign the proceeds of the tax on
vocations and the supplementary tax on total income. The limit of
exemption of property for distraint of debts was increased. Some other
features of the Bulgarian legislation are spreading of the instalments of
repayment over longer periods, postponement of repayment from 2 to
15 years and reduction of the rate of interest. Greece declared a mora-
torium for agricultural debts in 1930 and followed up fo a large measure

the legislation in Bulgaria.

Certain debtors in Hungary who got their debts inscribed in the
land register of their country were protected from the salé of their pro-
perty for three months. The State contributed a sum towards the
payment of interest on debts of those persons. The legal rate of inte-
rest was fixed at 5% %. An amortization fund was set up for the reduc-

tion of debts of certain farmers.

Arrears due to the treasury and other public bodies in Poland were
reduced in 1932 on condition of the payment of current taxes within a
certain peridd. Long term debts to credit institutions were converted
and were repayable in 55 years at a reduced rate of 4% . Long term
debts due to private individuals need not be repaid for a certain period
and the rate of interest was also reduced.  Short term debts béth to
credit institutions and private individuals were converted. In the
matter of repayment of instalments and in the reduction of the rate of.
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interest, greater concession was always shown to small land-holders than
to big land-holders.

While Roumania and Czechoslovakia followed up the main princi-
ples of the Swiss legislation in the reduction of capital and interest, they
supplemented those measures with a policy for the reorganization of
production at a cost that would leave a margin of profit to the agri-
culturists. For then only could reduced debt be paid back in future. In
Roumania agricultural centres were established and furnished with
modern technical equipment for every branch of production with a view
to increasing the yield of land. The course of foreign commerce was
regulated to find extended markets for Roumanian agricultural products
and to increase the price of cereals. Czechoslovakia prevented specula-
tion in the commodity exchanges of grain by fixing the price of. cereals.

Legislation pertaining to moratorium and amendment of civil laws
to prevent sale of lands of debtors by auction are characteristic of the
measures adopted in Yugoslavia and Latvia. In these two countries and
in Estonia and Lithunia provision was made for the conversion of short
term loans to individuals, co-operative societies and private banks into
long term loans. Land Mortgage Banks in certain cases and State Agri-
cultural Banks in others were established to take over these reduced
debts of farmers. Rate of interest on mortgage loans was reduced con-
siderably.

Only voluntary conciliatory methods in the reduction of debts were
adopted in Japan. Associations were formed for that purpose in villages.
Passive conciliatory machinery was established in Canada by a law of
1934 to enable farmers, over burdened with debts but not desperate, to
remain on their farms. Farm Loan Laws were amended to increase the
total amounts that could be lent by the Dominion Farm Loan Board and
to raise the sum that could be advanced to any borrower from 50% of
the value of security to 60%.

Thce agricultural credit policy of the U.S.A. was entrusted to the
Farm Credit Administration, whose aim was to create a system of com-
pletely unified credit institutions on a permanent basis, to supply
farmers and their organizations credit at the lowest cost and to facilitate
the adjustment of the heavy burden of mortgage debts by*emergency
financing and reduction of the rates of interest. Debt Adjustment
Courts would go into each case to decide the deserving farmers. To
enable the farmers to make voluntary arrangements with their creditors
the Credit Act allowed a flotation loan the proceeds of which could be
utilised for the purpose.
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It must be noted that when drastic measures are adopted in most
countries it is only to give adequate relief to small holders. Ordinary
law and the conciliatory machinery give relief to big landowners.
Measures which are popular are those which respect contractual obliga-
tions. Where radical measures are adopted credit unduly contracts and
public opinion strongly reacts rendering necessary the adoption of new
measures to calm the people But in spite of popular agitation various
countries have adopted radical measures because they must have found

out the futility of conciliation and mediation in the case of small holders.

In the Indian Provinces excluding Madras much attention is being
paid to the question of tenancy legislation. In Bihar, Orissa, the United
Provinces and Bombay bills are introduced in the legislatures to relieve
the tenants from the oppression of Zemindars chiefly for arrears of rent
and debts and to enforce their occupancy rights on lands. Regulation
of money lending has been attempted with full or partial success in the
Punjab, Bombay, Bengal, Orissa and some other Provinces. Debt con-
ciliation boards have been formed in the Central Provinces, Bengal and
Bombay. Acts to prevent land alienation were passed in other
provinces.

In the Bhavanagar State a Commission was appointed fo assess the
causes of indebtedness and the volume. On the basis of its report the
Durbar, by a debt redemption scheme, sought to liquidate the past debts
of agriculturists by advancing loans to each individual ryot at easy rates
of interest. The awards of the Debt Liquidation Committee are binding
on the sowecars and the ryots. It is interesting to note that while the
nominal indebtedness in the sowcar’s books was Rs. 86,38,874, the
amount that was actually paid in composition was Rs. 20,59,473. The
reason for this successful liquidation is the immediate cash payment by
the State to the sowcars. For the liquidation scheme® to be effective
and permanent, the system of village panchayats was introduced by
which the villagers took on themselves the management of their own
affairs and were made responsible for the development of the economic
welfare of the ryot. In Hyderabad the Land Alienation Act has been
made more stringent ; and registration of moneylenders was enforced to
prevent usury. Debt conciliation boards established for the benefit of
a certain.class of agriculturists were based on voluntary effort with a
small element of coercion for effective working. Further there are pro-
posals to start land mortgage banks and to provide,the bankrupt debtors

with a rural insolvency Act.

In no Province or State compulsory methods are adopted to scale
down debts. Where voluntary methods have failed the State must

2
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intervene and compel the creditors to renounce a portion of their claims.
The Madras Agriculturists’ Relief Act is unique in this respect.

FROM THE MORATORIUM TO THE DEBT RELIEF ACT

The first measure of the Congress Government was a Moratorium
Bill passed in the middle of September, 1937. The Bill was intended to
give temporary relief to indebted agriculturists till comprehensive mea-
sures were formulated for dealing with indebtedness. Both the period
of the Moratorium and its applicability were restricted. The Bill laid
down that for a year no suits or proceedings could be instituted against
agriculturists whose liabilities under the heads of land revedue, rent
and taxes and liabilities to local authorities did not exceed Rs. 400 ; who
had saleable interests in lands ; and who derived 34 of their income from
lands. Sums due to Provincial and Central Governments, to co-opera-
tive societies, joint stock banks and land mortgage banks were excluded
from the operation of the Bill. It was made clear that agriculturists
shoud not be entitled to transfer any immovable property so as to defeat
the rights of their creditors.

Though substantial measures of relief were to follow the Moratorium
there was great opposition to it. It was said that moratorium was a
desperate remedy to which Governments resorted to when their bank-
ing systems were threatened with crash by a war or other serious
calamity. But in the west such moratory legislation is common. In the
Co-operative Conference a resolution was passed that the Moratorium Bill
that was introduced in the legislature should be either ancillary to the
Agriculturists’ Relief Bill or be immediately followed by such a bill.
In the latter case the interval should not be more than three months.
But in Greece a moratorium for five years was declared and one year
was not too long a period. It was contended that the definition of agri-
culturists worked great hardship in the case of certain deserving agri-
culturists, whose income from land was not 34 of their total income. A
fear was expressed that there would be a shrinkage of credit for seasonal
agricultural operations. But such complaints were always made
~ against all radical measures.

Great agitation against the Moratorium forced the Government to
drop the idea and to publish in the beginning of December, 1937 the Debt
Relief Bill. This Bill is simple and quite different from the Debt Relief
Act that has actually:-come to stay on the statute book.

Th:a object of the Bill is to rehabilitate agriculture, the basic industry
of the Province, by relieving the producers of food from the incubus of
indebtedness. The main principle of the Bill is that all arrears of
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interest outstanding on the 1st October, 1937, shall automatically stand
cancelled, in the case of all debts incurred by the classes of debtors
defined as agriculturists. Where simple interest has been charged at
more than 9% or compound interest charged or provision made for penal
interest, the debt shall be deemed to be discharged in full if the total
sum paid to the creditor, whether for interest or principal, amounts
to twice the amount of the principal of the loan. If the amount paid
till 1st October, 1937, falls short of twice the principal, such amount as
will make up this shortage or the principal amount alone, whichever is
less, will be paid to the creditor.

For.the purposes of the Bill an agriculturist is one who had a sale-
able interest in land under the ryotwari or other tenures or a lessee of
such lands. The Moratorium Bill did not include the lessees within the
scope of agriculturists. Unlike the Moratorium Bill no upper limit of
income from land is fixed in this Bill to qualify an agriculturist for the
benefits conferred on him by this measure, though such limits are fixed
for landholders under the Estates’ Land Act and the Malabar Tenancy
Act. Those who pay income-tax or profession tax of more than a rupee
a year or property or house tax exceeding Rs. 600 a year are excluded
from the operations of the Bill. These provisions are intended to en-
sure that persons following occupations other than agriculture do not
benefit by the Bill. The Bill exempts the debts due to Governments,
Local Bodies, Co-operative Societies and Joint Stock Banks with a
membership of more than 500 share-holders. The rate of interest on all

future loans is 6%.

Arrears of rent payable in areas under the Estates’ Land Act and
the Malabar Tenancy Act except arrears of the last two faslis shall be
wiped out according to the Bill. But the tenant must pay within 15
months of the passing of the Act arrears of the last two faslis in full.
Otherwise the old arrears will be deemed to be discharged only propor-
tionately to the extent rents are discharged for faslis 1346 and 1347.

The provisions of the Bill can be applied to decreed debts. Where
a decree is in execution it can be stayed till it is again amended. Sales
of movable or immovable property of the agriculturists can be set aside
if such sales are made in execution of a decree after 1st October, 1937. .
The amount in excess of the scaled down amount received by the
decree-holder as a result of the sale shall be refunded to the debtor.

The Bill was referred to*a Select Committee on the 21st of Decem-
ber. The most fundamental changes made in the Bill by the Select
Committee are those regarding interest clauses. The Committee has
made a distinction between the pre-depression period and the post de-
pression period i.e. debts incurred before 1st Octobéer 1932 when the
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value of money was less than now and those incurred after that date
when the value of money appreciated owing to a fall in prices. The
provisions regarding the wiping out of interest were retained in the
case of pre-depression debts, while for debts incurred between 1st
October, 1932, to 1st October 1937, the rate of interest was fixed at 5%.
Where a debt after 1st October, 1932 was found to be a renewal of a
debt incurred prior to that date, the debt or any part of it renewed will
“be dealt with as a debt incurred prior to 1932. Thus the principle of
damdupat has been retained for pre-depression debits.

The payment of the rent for fasli 1347 before 30th September, 1938,
was made a condition precedent to the grant of relief to a tenant from
arrears of old rent. The rent for fasli 1346 must be paid before 30th
September, 1939, if the tenants want a full discharge in respect of all
arrears of rent accrued for previous years.

Minor changes have been effected in the definition of agriculturists.
Women who own no property but who have lent out sums less than
Rs. 3,000 are exempt from the Bill. Personal belongings of a woman,
viz., jewels and household furniture should not be taken into considera-
tion when computing the value of the property. Wages due to agri-
cultural and rural labourers were exempted. A mortgagee in possession
of the property mortgaged not taking any interest is exempted
from the Bill.

For the sake of easy calculation the Committee has changed the
rate of interest from 6% to 6% % or 1 pie for a rupee for a month.

Before the Bill was passed into an Act the Government made cer-
tain amendments in the Bill and this has resulted in two important
changes in the Bill. Whereonce creditor companies with 500 share-
holders and more were exempted, this concession was now limited to
scheduled banks of the Reserve Bank provided the interest charged by
them was within 9%. In the case of post depression debts past payments
in excess of 5% shall be appropriated only to arrears of interest while
formerly reduction of principal also was possible.

THE UPPER LIMIT

The main object of the Act is to rehabilitate agriculture the basic
industry of the Province and not so much to give relief to ipdividual
agriculturists. It is true that the land is the source from which the food
for the people and the raw materials for the factories are produced. It
is argued that as the prosperity of other sections of the people is depen-
dent upon the agriculturist and his land, agriculture as an occupation
is sought to be relieved from indebtedness. The Premier has often said
that it was intended to relieve the industry of agriculture by relieving
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the burden on land. The burden is actually felt by the man and some
ryots feel the burden while others do not. By the occupation test relief
will be distributed indiscriminately to both big and small land-holders,
to those who need relief and those who do not. A study of foreign
legislation will reveal that radical measures were adopted only to save
the small holders while the big owners of land availed themselves of the
voluntary agreements and other ordinary laws of the land. Even from
the occupational test, which pays more attention to the impersonal than
to the personal aspects involved, the denial of relief to Jenmies, Zamin-
dars and Inamdars who pay above a certain sum to the Government is
not based on correct principles of economics. From this standpoint
there is no case for excluding produce-sharing tenants and labourers.
In the Tanjore district and other southern parts of the Presidency there
are a large number of absentee landlords who lease out their lands and
spend their time in the town. While this class of landowners is relieved
there is no justification for excluding Zemindars and Inamdars. To
2void this anamoly an upper limit is essential.

Where are we to draw the line between the big and small land-
owners ? An investigation by Mr. Sathiyanathan into 564 families
throughout the Presidency has given the following results.
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Similar results have been arrived at by an investigation conducted
by us in some of the villages of the Cuddalore Taluk., Fgures given
below are only for 50 families in two hamlets of Ellayappenpettai, Cud-
dalore Taluk.*
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Rs. Ac. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Re
1, Farm labourers own-
ing no lands e 9 62 Py - 932 103-9 15

2. Registered landhold-
ers paying a land
Tevenue between
Re.1to Rs. 100 .. 38 223 473 170 16,322 480-0 73 96

3. Registered  holders
paying land revenue
above Rs. 100, . 3 20 395 991, 1,900 633-0 95 19

The burden of debt should not be determined by the amount bor-
rowed alone; for a man with a larger amount of debt may not feel
the burden so much as a man with a smaller amount, For the one
may be rich while the other poor. The burden of debt is, there-
fore, to be judged by a comparison of indebtedness to assets. Judged
from this standard both Mr. Sathyanathan’s figures and the figures
collected in our survey lead us to the same conclusion that the hardest
hit are the small and medium land-holders paying a land revenue bet-
ween Re. 1 to Rs. 100. While debt per acre and per rupee of assessment
of this class according to our survey is Rs. 96 and Rs. 35 respectively,
for those paying a land revenue of Rs. 100 and above the corresponding
figures are only Rs. 19 and Rs. 5. But if we take into consideration debt
per head they give a false idea of the position. In fact the position is
reversed. Debt per head for those paying a land revenue of above
Rs. 100 is 95, while for those who pay land revenue betweeh Re. 1 to
Rs. 100 it is Rs. 73. So the unwary are lichle to be misled. A perusal
of the table from Mr. Sathynathan’s report will convince one of the

* Figures calculated from the Survey in the Cuddalore Taluk conducted by
Dr. B. V. Narayanaswamy Naidu and P, Vaidyanathan in June, 1938,
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correctness of this conclusion. These small and medium land owning
class (paying land revenue between Re. 1 and Rs. 100) who form the
largest number of the rural population have settled on land and are the
actual tillers of the soil. It is they who really feel the actual burden of
indebtedness. It will not be an exaggeration if we call them the back-
bone of our agricultural industry. If they are freed the industry itself
will get great relief. When it is said that relief should be given to this
class of agriculturists, it does not mean that the big holders are not
suffering. They too are badly hit though not so badly compared with
the small-holders. Debt conciliation boards and land mortgage banks
are the proper machinery through which they should get relief. The
upper limit for this radical measure should be limited to those who pay
an assessment of land revenue to Government not exceeding Rs. 100.

EXCLUSION OF LABOURERS

It is an imperative necessity that the debts of farm labourers should
be scaled down. Though their position is not so. grave apparently as
can be seen from the tables given above, yet even the small debt per
head cannot be repaid by them. A special provision for wiping off their
debts supplementing such a measure by exempting movables, ie., the
materials used in husbandry in addition to dwelling house, livestock and
the minimum produce for subsistence should be introduced. @~ While
there is a case for inclusion of arrears of rent in this Act, the debts of
labourers might have also been included. The Premier has promised
to introduce a separate measure for the purpose at the earliest opportu-

nity.
SANCTITY OF CONTRACT

Too much emphasis has been placed on the sanctity of contract. It
is said that any legislation that destroys this sense of sanctity of contract
destroys the roots of social life. But it is an important fact that justice
is the basis of contract and in the relation between debtors and creditors
where an unconscionable rate is charged by the debtor the sacredness
of the contract vanishes into thin air. The debtors and creditors have
never been on 'equal terms and all the Governments of the World have
in one way or other violated this principle. The various relief measures
in many foreign countries are examples of the violation of the contracts.
Even in India the rate of interest was always regulated and laws were
passed to enable courts to reopen old transactions. * The Deccan'Relief
Act in many ways transgressed this principle of contracts. The return
from agriculture varies from 2 to 5%. To borrow for that industry at
a rate ranging from 6% to 50% is very bad economy indeed. If violation
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of the contract is unjust, the usurious rate of interest is criminal and
suicidal. A revision of contract with every change in the volume of
money is necessary. Even nations were obliged to violate contracts
entered into when, owing to various economic causes, they were unable
to respect such obligations. What is true of nations is true of indivi-
duals also. After all, men are responsible for these contracts and when
these contracts threaten the economic position of the individuals, it is
but right that these contracts should be abrogated. So there is a justifi-
cation for the Debt Relief Act.

THE POST AND THE PRE-DEPRESSION DEBTS

Not only the most contentious but the most important clauses in the
Act are clauses 8 and 9, which provide for the compulsory scaling down of
debts and wiping out of arrears of interest. Before proceeding to dis-
cuss the provisions it is necessary to see what kind of debis compose
the major portion of the indebtedness of the agriculturists. In discussing
the causes of indebtedness it has been proved conclusively that ances-
tral debts form the highest percentage of the volume of debts compared
with other debts. (Vide figures given from the survey of the villages
in the Cuddalore Taluk Page 82). Statistics given below regarding the
purpose of borrowing from three different sources will corroborate the
truth that ancestral debts are the heaviest burden on the agriculturists
and will also supplement the account given from an investigation in the
Cuddalore Taluk.

TAMARAIPATTI VILLAGE—MADURA TALUK.!

Debts classified according to purpose : Rs.
Cultivation expenses .o 4,950
Purchase of bulls .. 7,010
Purchase of lands o, 8,325
Improvement to lands . 1,100
Discharging prior debts .. 31,22
Building new houses i 11,100
Family expenses .. 11810
Litigation expenses . 1,000
Trade a4 2,000
Purchase of a motor car i 2,500
Payment of kist or lease amount . 1,110

The Madras Provincial Banking Enquiry Committee—Investigators’ Report.
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SIVAPURI AND GAVARAPET VILLAGES—CHIDAMBARAM TALUK.2

Purposes of borrowing : Amount.
Rs.
Maintenance .. 4925
Purchase of lands .. 9900
Agricultural improvements .. 2960
Purchase of cattle o 460
Land revenue .. 690
Liquidation of old debts .. 10,450
Marriage and funeral .. 3,705
Eddcation .. 2,700
Interest payments . 850
Medical .. 169
Current interest due .. 6025
Miscellaneous .. 1295

Percentage.

11-16
22-43
6-71
1-04
1-56
23-68

804
6-12
1:93
0-39
12-65
2:93

Results from 141 selected villages in the Madras Presidency3—

Purposes of borrowing : Amount.
Payment of prior debts .. 44385400
Marriage and other ceremonies .. 18,80,761
Land revenue . 5,84,173
Relief of distress .. 10,8837
Agricultural expenses . 1787457
Improvements to land - 7,88,709
Education of children . 2,471,337
Trade .. 2301937
Purchase of land ) .. 2474115
Construction of houses - .. 10,08,416
Other expenses .. 1238384

Total .. 1,78,85,666

Per cent.

251

10-5
33
61

10-0
4-4
14

12-9

13-8
5:6
6-9

100

The following table prepared from Mr. Sathyanathan’s Report gives
an idea of the number of cases in which lands were sold or morley was
borrowed for different purposes. The figures are for the years 1930-34
taking two typical villages for each district of the Presidency except

South Kanara and Malabar.

2. The Problem of Rural Indebtedness—Dr. B. V. Narayanaswamy Naidu and

Mr. V. Venkataraman.

3. Report on Agricultural Indebtedness—W. R. S. Sathianathan

3
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1930 Sales . 72705 21413 5424 24743 1067453 138475 235214
Borrowings .. 66575 46802 2656 33042 825425 160630 12069
1931: Sales . 22741 5314 1380 10109 1384426 70306  2,09252
Borrowings .. 3L406 66182 1577 17934 885695 85592 80,659
1932: Sales . 83981 16046 5091 10,966 1529802 92,063 195002
Borrowings .. 46831 38798  L115 32988 764965 96878 202530
1933: Sales . 46290 17662 8803 11940 1354389 61546 194726
Borrowings .. 20064 27,281 3049 24492 640839 132634 69,166
1934: Sales . 33218 14713 3539 22805 115235 72816 179,168

Borrowings .. 70,664 217,934 975 27,667 6,36,660 75,099 55,483

The number of sales and the number of cases in which money was
borrowed by mortgaging property or through promissory notes are dis-
proportionately large in the discharging of old debts when compared
with other purposes of borrowing. Extreme pains are taken to show
that ancestral debts form the largest proportion ; for, then only there is
a justification for clauses 8 and 9.

In the scaling down of debts the Act draws a line at 1st October,
1932 to divide pre-depression from post-depression debts. It is often
asked what is the sanctity of the date 1st October, 19327 There is
every justification for fixing that date as the dividing line. The follow-

ing index numbers of wholesale prices in the Madras Presidency will
clarify the point.*

Year, Rice. Groundnut, Cotton,
1928-29 - 100 100 100
1929-30 w5 90 85 85
1930-31 - 72 55 62
1931-32 w 60 63 56
1932-33 i 56 59 ST
1933-34 . 48 39 58
1934-35 .. 56 57 63
1935-36 . 59 58 62
1936-37 . 56 62 60

The effect of the depression began to be felt in 1931. It reached its
lowest point in 1934-35. As the effect of a pricefall is not immediately.

Dr. P. J. Thomas, Hindu, January 28, 1938,
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felt the year 1932 may safely be taken as the dividing line of pre-de-
pression from post depression debts.

But the principle adopted in the scaling down of debts is the
principle of ‘damdupat’ which says that when a creditor receives twice
the amount of principal by way of principal or interest towards debts
contracted before 1st October, 1932, the whole of the debt will be
deemed to be discharged. Thus the principle of ‘damdupat’ which is
intended to be applied in the case of usurious rates of interest is wrongly
applied to slump in prices. If scaling down of debts is to be related to
fall in prices alone a ratio between prices and debts should be establish-
ed and on this basis debts should be scaled down. This has been the
principle in some foreign countries. But in Madras it has been proved
conclusively that ancestral debts with usurious rates of interest are the
heaviest burden on the agriculturists. If this burden is to be removed
the principle of ‘damdupat’ should be correctly applied.

The second class of debts—the post depression debts—are dealt with
differently. In the case of these debts past payments in excess of 5%
interest shall go to cover only arrears of interest and not principal
though the Select Committee recommended that it should cover the
principal also. Here again it is difficult to relate the reduction of
interest to any principle. It has no relation either to changes in the
price level or capacity to pay. Moreover, the rate of interest for all
future debts is 6%4% and as prices are gently rising there is no justifica-
tion for a lower rate of interest fixed for post-depression debts.

The scaling down of debts on the basis of slump in prices can be
justified if the scaling down were to be followed by immediate discharge
of the debts. But in the absence of any such facilities debtors will be
put to great hardship. For creditors may wait for a rise in prices or
they may press for immediate settlement of debts by taking over the
lands of debtors. This can, to a certain extent, be mitigated if provi-
sions are made to transfer lands to creditors at the pre-slump prices and
to exempt a minimum holding in the case of agriculturists who cultivate
their own lands.

But as there are many difficulties in the way of scaling down debts
in relation to fall in prices, as conditions in Madras are favourable mainly
for the application of the principle of ‘damdupat’, it will be right to revert
to the principle of scaling down embodied in the original bill. It may
be laid down that all debts contracted before 1st October, 1937, and
which carry more than 5% interest simple or compound shall bé scaled
down on the basis of the principle of ‘damdupat’. For all debts contract-
ed after that date and for all future debts the rate of interest shall be
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5% and not 6% % as is laid down in the Act. The Government should
have power to change the rate of interest whenever very bad seasons
occur. The merit of this principle is that a large amount of old debts
will be wiped out and the agriculturist will be very much relieved.

FUTURE INTEREST

The power of the Provincial Government to change the rate of inte-
rest from time to time is viewed with suspicion. It is feared that it would
introduce an element of uncertainty in credit. The principle that a Central
Bank or a Reserve Bank should regulate the bank rate and the rates of
the money market is correct. The Government should not. interfere
in the regulation of such rates. But this principle can be applied in
India only to organized credit institutions. The money-lenders in the
villages who have no connection with the money market and who have
no knowledge of the principle of the money market continue to charge
usurious rates of interest. Their rates of interest are not affected either
by the rate in the money market or by fall or rise in prices but only by
the personal character of the man. Such usurious rates can be regulat-
ed only by executive fiat and the Act rightly allows the Government to
fix the rate from time to time.

ARREARS OF RENT

These form the third class of debts that are scaled down by certain
clauses in the Act. Relief that will be given to the tenant will not be
immediate because the prompt payment of rent for fasli 1347 and 1346
before 30th September, 1939 is a condition for wiping out of arrears of
previous faslis. It is curious that while the same principle for the
prompt payment of scaled down debts is not adopted in the case of ryot-
wari landowners, such a principle is applied to the poor tenants on the
ground that if arrears were wiped out unconditionally, current and
future rents would not be easily realized. Moreover, this provision is
not related either to fall in prices or capacity to pay. A recalcitrant
tenant who can pay his old arrears will refuse to pay them when once
he pays the dues for faslis 1346 and 1347 within the due date. A poor
tenant who has not the capacity to pay the rent for the two faslis (1346
and 1347) is pressed hard-for his old arrears. Thus great hardship is
caused to poor tenants by this clause. ;

CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES AND JOINT STOCK BANKS.”

The exclusion of the Co-operative Societies is a right move on the
part of the Government. Co-operative Societies are associations of
borrowers themselves and their object is the advancement of the mem-
bers and not the earning of usurious rates of interest by exploiting the



Tae Mapras AcricuLTurisTs’ DEsT RELIEF AcCT 99

borrowers. But in the case of credit by money lenders the
interests of lender and borrower are in a manner opposed
and the special interests of these men are the exploitation
of borrowers for the sake of private gain. If only the Act
had included the Co-operative Societies it would have defeated its
own purpose. Moreover, the recent policy of the Co-operative Depart-
ment is the introduction of controlled credit in the Societies in order to
improve the repaying capacity of the agriculturists. The inclusion of
these societies will result in a set back to agriculture.” The Registrar of
Co-operative Societies has already issued a circular to all co-operative
institutions that in respect of D class societies no member shall be asked
to pay more than double the principal originally borrowed by him; no
r%ember shall pay more than the principal plus interest calculated at
614% from the date of the disbursement of loan; and that 25% of the
amount outstanding now may be remitted. Simple interest at 6% % is
charged on awards by arbitrators on outstanding loans. But the Regis-
trar’s proposals are not mandatory and some central banks and co-ope-
rative societies have not given effect to his suggestions. The matter can
be set right if the Registrar or the Provincial or the Central Bank
enforces these proposals on the societies.

While there was a great agitation for excluding joint stock banks
with less than 500 share-holders from the Bill, the Government amend-
ment limiting the exemption only to scheduled banks was a great shock
to many banks and individuals. A large number of funds, nidhis and
small banks are relegated to the same position as the private money-
lenders are. In the finance needed to raise crops these institutions form
an important link in the chain of rural credit. If institutional credit is
to be preserved these institutions should be exempted. To prevent a
few big money lenders forming themselves into joint stock banks a limit
may be placed on the number of share-holders. But that limit should
not_be so high as 500. The provision that past payments in the case of
post-depression debts will be appropriated only to interest, has to a cer-
tain exteni mitigated the serious wrong done to these institutions.

SOME MINOR CRITICISMS.

A beneficial feature of the Act is that some women who live solely
on a small amount within Rs. 3,000 lent out, are exempted from the pro-
visions of the Act. Orphans and infirm men are in the same position as
these women are and they should also be exempted. The Act dogs not
touch usufructary mortgages. It is but just that when a person enjoys
the property for twenty years for the sums he has lent out, the mort-
gagor should get back his property and the whole amount should bhe
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deemed to have been discharged. In the tenancy legislation of some pro-
vinces provision is made more or less on the above lines for the dis-
charging of arrears. The Zemindar will be in possession of the lands of
the occupancy tenant for some years in lieu of the arrears of rent.
After that period lands will be returned to the tenant and the arrears
will be wiped out. No provision has been made to save the debtor from
being sold up. As has been already pointed out a minimum holding
should be exempted from being attached and a schedule of prices should
be prepared at which alone lands could be sold. The Act has no provi-
sion to afford relief to the large number of insolvents. The present law
of insolvency is so hopelessly complicated and expensive that few agri-
culturists can take advantage of it to avoid harassments. Provision should
be made in the Act for a certain minimum of produce or lands for the
subsistence of the insolvent debtor and his family.

A CONSTITUTIONAL POINT.

A question has been often raised whether the provincial legisla-
tures, according to the Government of India Act, could legislate in the
matter of business carried on by banks. While the regulation of money
lending belongs to the provincial list of subjects, the regulation of bank-
ing comes under the sphere of the federal legislature. No doubt Govern-
ment would have taken legal advice on this matter before proceeding to
legislate. But recently a crop of cases has arisen in the various courts
of the Presideency questioning the validity of the Debt Relief Act in the
case of promissory notes, which are negotiable instruments. A subordi-
nate judge of Kumbakonam in his judgment delivered on September
19th said “ Considering the relevant sections of the Government of India
Act 1935 together with the legislation in respect of promissory notes and
bills of exchange, under the Negotiable Instruments Act, it seems to me
clear that the promissory note is a subject matter which is outside the
province of the legislative powers of the Provincial Legislature and
therefore it is we do not find any mention of promissory notes or other
documents representing notes while we find the word “ debt” alone in
the Act IV of 1938. The question is whether “ debt” coming within that
definition of the Act will cover a debt under a promissory note or any
negotiable instruments and upon this point there can be no doubt that
all debts affected by the provisions of Act IV of 1938 of the Madras Pro-
vincial Legislature cannot comprise the ‘debts due under a promissory
note or other negotiable instrument coming under the provisions of the
Negotiable Instruments Act” If the Act is held not to apply
to negotiable instruments the relief that could be granted to
agriculturists becomes so small as to make the Act practically a dead
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letter. Everything depends on the decision of the High Court, which is
keenly awaited by many debtors and creditors.

FUTURE OF CREDIT.

The first effect of the Act will be a drastic curtailment of credit and
the seasonal agricultural operations will suffer through the drying up
of credit. During the survey of some of the villages in the Cuddalore
Taluk, it has been found that a good number of agriculturists have left
their lands fallow on account of their inability to get credit. Conversa-
tion with the village folk of Ellayappanpettai has revealed that the
society in Kurinjipady under whose jurisdiction they came was very shy
to lend them. The collection of kist became very difficult in the villages.
A sowecar in Kurinjipady said that business became very slack after the
Debt Relief Act. Even the sowcar thinks twice before he lends out.
The Revenue Inspector of Kurinjipady received as many as 15 applica-
tions for taccavi loans during the course of 15 days in the month of May.
This is a very uncommon feature ordinarily. An inspection of the
taccavi loan ledger in the Chidambaram Taluk Office clarifies certain
doubts.

Taccavi loans granted by the Revenue Department in the Chidambaram

Taluk.
Fasli or year Applications Number Number
' received. sanctioned. rejected.
1344 (1934-35) . 9 4 5
1345 (1935-36) . 3 1 2
1346 (1936-37) .. 8 2 6
1347 (1937-38) 35 10 (Under con- 9
sideration 1)
1348 (1938-39) i 15 3 12
From 3-7-1938 (Under con-
o 20-9-1938. sideration)

Chidambaram being a wet area, taccavi loans are not popular. In
spite of it the mumber of applications received for only two months after
the passing of the Debt Relief Act is nearly double the number of appli-
cations received in previous years. We are not concerned here with the
rejection of the number of applications or the amount sanctioned. The
large number of rejection may be attributed to the inherent defect of the
Land Improvement and Agriculturists’ Loans Act and the administra-
tive difficulties felt by the suberdinate officers. We are interested only
to show that due to the shrinkage of credit supplied by money lenders
there has been a rush even to the unpopular taccavi loans.
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An inspection of the loan ledger of the Chidambaram Loan and
Paddy Sales Society supplements this evidence—

Amount of loans granted  Amount of loans

Village Centres. 1937 (January to granted 1938

December) (Jan. to Novr.)

Rs. A. Ps. Rs. A. Ps,
1. Kattumannarkoil i 740 0 0 2795 0 0
2. Vlakam .. 3330 0 0 7620 0 0
3. C. Sathamangalam .. 1150 0 0 1,90 0 0
4. Orathur .. 1610 0 O 5419 0 ©
5. Maduranthakanallur .. -3599 0 0 6,077 0 0
6. Maiyathur .. 1895 0 0 2802 0 0
7. Naivasal .. 2662 8 0 1854 0 0
8. Lakshmigudi .. 4378 0 0 4560 0 0
9. Keelnedumbur .. 3507 0 O 434712 0
10. M. Odayur .. 5548 0 0 7523 0 0
11. Suravilandur .. 64714 0 O 38715 0 0
Total .. 34893 8 0 48383212 0
11, New centres started in 1938 20,199 0 ©
Grand Total .. 34893 8 0 69,031 12 0

This feverish increase in the amount of loans advanced cannot be
attributed merely to the expansion of the activities of the Society. If
it had not been for the Debt Relief Act, the amount of loans advanced
this year would not have doubled. From the figures derived from this
Society it cannot be generalised that there is a great turnover of busi-
ness in the Co-operative Societies. In fact, examination of some of the
societies in the Cuddalore Taluk gives a contrary result.

Facts have proved that there is a shrinkage of credit supplied by
money lenders. The question arises whether it is beneficial
to the agriculturists. To a certain extent shrinkage of credit
will do some good to the improvident agriculturists. But when
the co-operative societies and other small banks restrict their
credit, then the agriculturists will be at a loss 1o find meney for the
seasonal needs of agriculture. To that extent the repercussions of a
shrinkage of credit are detrimental to agricultural production. So it is
the duty of the Government to rectify the Co-operative movement and
consolidate their position in order to enable them to meet the increased
demands on their resources.
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It is often said that the funds of money lenders would not be kept
idle but would soon find an outlet. Those who are eager to invest will
invest their funds in fixed capital in urban areas. Investment in banks,
especially at a time when there are bank failures, will not be popular.
Many illiterate ryot money lenders will begin to hoard or buy lands.
When the investor becomes a burnt cat, it will take a long time for him
to recoup and one cannot expect the money lender to lend easily to the
agriculturists in the near future. In many cases the poor agriculturist
who is in dire need of credit will conspire with the money lenders to
evade the law. Investigation in some of the villages has brought to light
cases where the professional money lenders execute pronotes with statu-
tory rate of interest but pay the agriculturists only half the sum men-
tioned in the bonds. It is doubtful whether pawn-broking comes under
the scope of the Act. A number of families have pledged their jewels
with the sowcars of Kurinjipady for small sums which carry very high
rates of interest.

REPAYMENT OF SCALED DOWN DEBTS.

One of the most sensible criticisms of the Act is that there is no pro-
vision to enable the agriculturist to repay his scaled down debts. While
on the one hand the creditor who is adversely affected is not redressed
by immediate payment of the scaled down debts, on the other, the
debtor will be harassed by the infuriated creditor who will prefer claims
in the Court against him. Naturally there will come to stay a large
number of landless agriculturists as a result of the Act. A ryot of the
Kottavancheri village of the Cuddalore Taluk said during the enquiry
that the repayment of loans should be based on instalment basis as in the
case of land mortgage banks and that the Revenue Department should
take the responsibility of collecting the instalments regularly for the
creditors as arrears of land revenue are collected. This method would
avoid expenses that would be incurred otherwise if the creditor were to
go to a Court of law. The Revenue Department is already saddled with
too much work and cannot go into the affairs of private transactions.
Another suggestion is the time limit of one year for the repayment of
scaled down debts. After that period the civil Court on application by
the debtor or creditor, shall decide that the debtor shall convey
and the creditor shall accept in full satisfaction of the debt,
such property as is equal irf value to the debts due by him. The
value of the property is to be decided on a proportion that is fixed in the
case of lands to assessment, in the case of houses and buildings the net
annual rental value taken for the assessment of property tax and in other
cases the capitalised value of the net income from properties. - Where

4
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the assets of a debtor are less than his liabilities, the creditor shall accept
only such proportion of the scaled down debts that the total assets of the
debtor bear to his total liabilities. While this proposal is fine on paper,
it does not give an opportunity to the debtor to pay his debts in instal~
ments. The anxiety of the Government to preserve the land from pass-
ing on to non-agriculturists will be defeated by this proposal. A pro-
posal is made that the Government should issue bonds to creditors in
full settlement of the debts by the debtors and thus transfer the claim
on debtors to itself. Debts will be collected in instalments over long
periods when the land revenue falls due. But the difficulty is the entire
responsibility of liquidating indebtedness falls on the Government.
Huge amounts by way of interest should be paid to bondholders irres-
pective of the debtors paying the instalments. More than this, it will
lead to a prolonged enquiry into each and every case before a settlement

is made.

It is gratifying to note that Government is making attempts to
organise debt conciliation boards throughout the length and breadth of
this Presidency to give effect to the relief that is foreshadowed in the
Debtors’ Relief Act. It is necessary for the Government to issue a notifi-
cation calling upon all debtors and creditors to file in a prescribed form
their claim before the village munsiff of their villages within an appoint-
ed date. This will give an idea of the amount of conciliation work that
is to be undertaken, the number of centres where they are to be started
and the amount of loans the Government would have to supply to the
small and medium holders. Suitable amendment should be made in the
Debt Conciliation Act if necessary, or rules should be framed both under
the Agriculturists’ Relief Act and the Debt Conciliation Act to enable
the latter to effectively undertake the spreading of relief that is thought
of in the former.

The Government has provided a sum of Rs. 50 lakhs in the budget for
the disbursement of loans to the small ryots in order to enable them to
take full advantage of the provisions of the new Act. Morever, the Gov-
ernment has increased the guarantee in respect of debentures issued by
ihe Central Land Mortgage Bank to a total face value of Rs. 250 lakhs.
This is exclusive of such debentures as the Bank from time to time may
redeem. The debentures should be issued for periods not exceeding
twenty five years bearing interest at 5% and less. It is hoped that this
will give a scope for money lenders to invest their funds in these deben-
tures. This increased guarantee goes a long way in providing funds to
the big land-holders to pay off their scaled down debts. But the enorm-
ous delay in the grant of loans by land mortgage banks must be ended.
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CURATIVE MEASURES.

Though the Act needs improvement in many ways it cannot be gain-
said that this measure is a bold one and unique in its character. No pre-
vious Government either in this Province or elsewhere in India has
taken so serious a view of the indebtedness of the agriculturists and has
been so earnest in bringing forward a measure of compulsory relief.
But this Act by itself cannot bring about the economic rehabilitation of
the agriculturists. Indebtedness is the result of poverty and in turn
aggravates poverty. So the curative methods that are adopted should
aim at rooting out poverty. Otherwise debts once wiped out may yet
return. S

Some of the causes of poverty of the Indian agriculturist are the low
yielding capacity of the land, the steep fall in prices and the heavy inci-
dence of land tax. Under adverse conditions due to fall in prices the
half net theory of land tax has been violated. The frequent resort by
Government to coercive processes for the recovery of its dues in recent
years is an index of the growing distress of the people.

FASLI
* Coercive processes. 1342, 1343. 1344, 1345,
Demand notices .. 1374528 1,499,500 1,527,296 1,382,465
Distraint or attachment of
notices .. 132310 192,160 135,479 125,473
Sale notices .. 82,048 143,344 96,347 94,826
Sale (number of defaulters) .. 11,244 14,655 13,414 13,588

Tt must be noted that the actual sale on account of default is the index
of the capacity of the ryot to pay land revenue to Government. The
figures are highest for fasli 1343 when the depression reached the lowest
depth. While fasli 1344 registered some recovery, the condition has
worsened in fasli 1345.

It will be a great boon to the agriculturist if he is relieved of this
tax burden to a certain extent. Committed to the programme of Pro-
hibition, which if extended to the whole of the Presidency within three
years will involve nearly 1/3 (4 crores) of the total revenue, Govern-
ment cannot think of changing the system of land tax. )

An improvément in the income of the agriculturist by raising the
commodity prices as in Roumania and Czechoslovakia will prevent the
recurring of*indebtedness. A devaluation of the rupee will increase the
income of the Indian agriculturist. But devaluation is beyond the com-
petence of the Provincial Government and there is little chance of the
Central Government supporting such a policy.

* Report of the Settlement of the Land Revenue in the Madras Presidency
(Fasli 1345).
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The only method possible for the Provincial Government to enable
the agriculturist to get an increased income from land is by the improve-
ment of the methods of agriculture and thereby increasing the produc-
tive capacity of the land. Better irrigation facilities should be provided
to the agriculturist by devising new irrigation projects. Minor irrigation
schemes throughout the Presidency should be carefully investigated and
efforts made to concerve rain water by adding to the tanks and by
improving and repairing them. Fragmentation and consolidation of
holdings retard agricultural development to a great extent and land con-
solidation societies should be formed to undertake successfully the work
of consolidation. Provision of subsidiary industries will go a long way in
augmenting his income. The full results of an increase in agricultural
production can be achieved only by proper marketing facilities.

The primary co-operative society must undertake the above
schemes. But the rural society must be re-constructed and re-vitalised
by a process of rectification and consolidation before it takes up this work
of improvement. For some time it is necessary to invest the Govern-
ment with the power of control and supervision over these societies.
The society should be organised on a multi-purpose basis embracing the
whole life of the village—i.e., not only credit, but methods to improve
the yield of land, better marketing facilities and purchase of necessities.
“Eyery avenue of waste should be checked and production should be
developed ”. The system of controlled credit should be introduced in the
society. Before a loan is granted by the society the supervising staff and
the agricultural demonstrator should go round the area and ascertain the
amount necessary for cultivation. The Society should grant the loan to
the agriculturist at the proper time on a cash credit basis. The super-
vising staff should be careful that the instalments granted are utilised
properly. The produce of the ryot should be sold through the sale sec-
tion of the society. Loans for the improvement of land should be got
from the land mortgage bank to which the rural society is affiliated. The
sale section of the society will be responsible for repayment of the instal-
ments both to the credit society and land mortgage bank. The society
chould aim at the controlled expenditure of its members through the re-
cognised stores. This has a salutary effect of lessening’ the chances of
Joans being misapplied. An attempt has already been made in our Pre-
sidency to start a multi-purpose society on these lines. If the relief
given to the agriculturists by the new Act is to be permanent, if debts
once wiped out should not accumulate again, Government should
encourage the formation of these multi-purpose societies, which will
devise means to increase the income of the agriculturists and improve
their life.
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I

INTRODUCTION

Professor McDougall’s theory of instincts, the outstanding contribu-
tion of the hormic school to psychological theory, has passed through
three stages in the course of its evolution from its very promising and
clear beginnings in his Social Psychology to its rather doubtful ending
in the Energies of Men. The central affective or emotional aspect of
the instinctive structure of the mind, which occupies a very prominent
place in the earliest formulation of the hormic theory, is slowly but
steadily pushed to the background. Finally, in the Supplementary
Chapter VIII, which was added to the twenty-third edition of the Social
Psychology published in 1936, the emotional aspect is merged in the
conative part, and is made to lose its individuality completely. Should
such a fate have overtaken the emotions? We contend, in this paper,
that not only such a fate need not have overtaken the central part of
the instinctive structure of the human mind, but that the threefold
scheme should be made the foundation for the analysis of the highly
evolved and complex structure of the adult mind called ‘sentiment’ in
hormic psychology. We shall also indicate how that which is most
valuable in hormic psychology for aesthetics and sociology could be
preserved from disintegration only by keeping intact the three-fold
anabysis of Social Psychology.

II

THE THREE STAGES IN THE EVOLUTION OF THE HORMIC
THEORY OF INSTINCTS.

(Stage F) Professor McDougall’s earliest description of the struc-
ture of the human mind as inferred from its functioning is clear and
precise “........ an instinct (is) an inherited or innate psycho-physical
disposition which determines its possessor to perceive, and to pay atten-
tion to, objects of a certain class, to experience an emotional excitement
of a particular quality upon perceiving such an object, and to act in

5
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regard to it in a particular manner, or at least to experience an impulse
to such action.”! This three-fold analysis of the instinctive structure
of the mind into its perceptive, emotional and executive aspects is main-
tained with considerable erudition and wealth of example in the main
body of the treatise referred to already. In the detailed discussion that
follows the definition of ‘instincts,’ considerable emphasis is laid on the
ceniral or emotional aspect of mental structure. This aspect is consider-
ed to be of greater value to the psychologist and the sociologist than
the other aspects. In an illuminating foot-note on p. 26 of his Social
Psychology Professor McDougall says,

...... any definition of instinctive action that does not imsist Upon
its psychical aspect is useless for practical purposes, and worse than
useless because misleading. For, if we neglect the psychical aspect of
instinctive processes, it is impossible to understand the part played by
instincts in the development of the human mind and in the determina-
tion of the conduct of individuals and societies, and it is the fundamental
and all pervading character of their influence upon the social life of
mankind which alone gives the consideration of instinet its great
practical importance.”?

The importance of the emotional aspect in instinet is further
stressed by the Professor when he points out that it is this central part
alone that remains constant in the varied and complex development of
mental structure, while the afferent and efferent parts are subjected to
extensive conditioning processes. ‘The emotional excitement, with the
accompanying nervous activities of the central part of the disposition,
is the only part of the total instinctive process, that retains its specific
character, and remains common to all individuals and all situations in
which the instinet is excited...... each kind of emotional excitement is
always an indication of, and the most constant feature of, some instinctive
process.’

In the light of this convincing analysis Professor McDougall attacks,
with notable success, several intricate sociological problems. The theory
of sympathy, and the explanation of group behaviour based on the
iheory, are valuable deductions from this threefold analysis. So, one
would expect the further development of the theory' of instinets to
strengthen its foundations. But the learned professor has unfortunately
undermined the foundations of the theory in his two outstanding works,
An Qutline of Psychology (1923) and The Energies of Men (1932).

(19) MecDugall, Social Psychology, p. 25.
(2) Italics ours.
(3) McDougall, Social Psychology, p. 29.
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(Stage II) In “An Outline,” there is an emphatic and formal re-
affirmation of the position taken up in the ¢ Social Psychology,’ and yet
there is visible already a tendency to shift to another position which
narbours the potentialities for developing into the contradictory of the
first. Instinct, we are told, should be defined ‘by the nature of the goal,
the type of situation, that it seeks or tends to bring about, as well as
the type of situation or object that brings it into activity.* We do not
object to this new way of defining instinct. This definition has consi-
derable validity as a principle for the objective identification of
instinets. But what we object to is the manner in which the central
affective aspect of instinet has been ignored completely. A little farther
on in the treatise, Professor McDougall mentions the possibility of
instinct and emotion being put forward as alternative principles of
explanation of animal behaviour., Elsewhere he says, ‘It is true that
we become introspectively aware of the impulse, only when we do not
give ourselves up to it, but arresting or suspending it, turn our attention
from the object to ourselves...... 5 This is a distinet climb-down from
the level of Social Psychology.

(Stage III). We notice a very drastic overhauling of the entire
scheme of instincts in the Energies. Instead of the original three-fold
analysis we are presented a two-fold one into cognitive abilities and
conative propensities, the relation between the two being conceived
in terms of a highly artificial mechanical analogy. In the preface to the
hook Professor McDougall admits that his peculiar usage of the term
¢ instinct’ has involved him in endless controversy. ‘In this book’ he
says, ‘I have used the word in a stricter sense, and have preferred the
good old word ¢ propensity ’ to designate those factors of our constitution
which I formerly called instincts.” It is not merely a change in termi-
nology but a very sweeping change in the conception of the nature of
instincts that attracts our attention here. The Professor is also prepared
to admit that there is ¢ just a grain of truth in the James-Lange theory.’
This change is revolutionary, and the abandonment of the original posi-
tion is complete when we read the confession ‘I have hecome convinced
that, in describing a typical instinctive disposition as consisting of three
distinguishable parts, I was ir error in one respect, namely, in drawing
the line of separation between the second and third parts. As I now
see, there is no sufficient ground for regarding a conative part as distin-
guishable frem the emotional or affective part.’

(4) McDougall, An Outline of Psychology, p. 119.
(5) Ibid, p. 321.
(6) McDougall, Social Psychology (1936), p. 495, italics ours,
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II
THE EVOLUTION OF THE THEORY OF SENTIMENTS.

Two reasons for the radical change in Professor MeceDougall’s
analysis of instincts have been suggested in an article recently published
by the author of this paper.” It was there pointed out that the change
is the result of the Professor’s attempt to accommodate himself to the
views of his critics, hostile and friendly. Another plausible reason,
the vagueness of the hormic analysis of sentiments, will be discussed
here. This vagueness is, however a remediable defect in the system.
By carrying the three-fold analysis into the realm of sentiments, it is

possible not only to rescue the original theory from deterioration, but
" also to make use of it for explaining some of the obscure phenomena
in the realm of higher aesthetic experience.

Unlike the old-fashioned faculty psychology, hormic psychology
recognises the dynamic nature of the human mind. The innate mental
structure undergoes continuous and often progressive modification as
the result of its living contact with the environment. In the course of
this steady modification, the elements of mental structure, called (instine-
tive dispositions or) propensities, get organised round ‘objects’ of
various kinds. The natural excitant of an instinct or propensity (before
the afferent side gets conditioned in various ways) is an ‘ object’ in the
environment. The same °‘object,’ because it is itself a complex entity,
may excite two or more elementary propensities. When several pro-
pensities are thus organised round a single ‘object’ a ‘sentiment’ is
said to be formed.

Professor McDougall defines sentiment as ‘an organised system of
emotional dispositions centred about the idea of some object....... a
sentiment is a growth in the structure of the mind that is not natively
given in the inherited constitution...... it is the organisation of the
affective and conative life.... Even at this early stage, where the
three-fold distinction between the perceptive, the affective and® the
conative aspects is clearly drawn, we notice a tendency to neglect the
afferent and efferent aspects, and to speak of the sentiment as an organi-
sation of emotional dispositions. In the next paragraph the Professor
includes the conative aspect, but makes no mention of the cognitive as-
pect. Emphasis is laid on the central aspect in the Social Psychology.
‘It is only through the systematic orgamsatlon of the emotional disposi-
tions in sentiments that the volitional control of the immediate prompt-

(7) Naidu, McDougall’s Hormic Theory of Emotions, Phil. Quarterly, July ’38.
(8) McDougall, Social Psychology, p. 137.
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ings of the emotions is rendered possible.”® This emphasis shifts to the
afferent aspect in the Energies. We are told that ¢ the distinctive feature
of each sentiment is the cognitive ability (or system of cognitive abili-
ties) which is its centre or nucleus.”® This shift from the central and
efferent parts to the afferent part is worthy of note, because it indicates
a certain degree of haziness surrounding the very conception of senti-
ment. ‘The essential nature of a sentiment’ says McDougall ‘the
scheme or plan of it is, then, a mental system in which a cognitive
ability...... has become, through the individual’s experience, function-
ally linked with one or more native propensities...... The centre of any
such system (of any sentiment) is the cognitive ability....and this may
grow into an extensive system of abilities....” Herein we find a re-
cognition of the need for the three-fold analysis, but the need is felt
after a partial abandonment of the very object which will satisfy it. It
is therefore necessary to make a clearer analysis (of sentiments) which
will conform to the scheme formulated in the Social Psychology.

A%

RECONSTRUCTION OF THE THEORY OF SENTIMENTS

In its normal course of development the human mind organises the
elements of its innate structure round objects, persons, and ideas, ane
generates sentiments. The sentiment of hatred, directed towards a
bully for example, is the result of the organisation of the propensities of
combat, escape and repulsion round the (visual image of the) person
or round the ‘idea’ of the person. This bully excited in the first
instance, in the mind of the person who has organised the sentiment of
hatred for him, the propensity of repulsion by his mean, cowardly and
brutal treatment of a defenceless victim. Witnessing such acts of cruelty
repeatedly and sympathising with the victim, the person next had his
combative propensity excited. And in the fight that ensued, he realised
the physical superiority of the bully. The escape propensity was the
]5st to be called into action. All the three propensities were then welded
{nto the sentiment of hatred.

In atlempting to understand Professor McDougall’s theory of
sentiments the following diagram, an adaptation from the diagram in
Social Psychology (facing page 440) will be helpful.

(9) McDougall, Social Psychology, p. 137.
(10) McDougall, Energies of Men, p. 223.
(11) Ibid, p. 223.
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HATRED

ESCAPE
(Fear)

COMBAT
{Anger)

REPULSION
(Disgust)

Fig. I. Diagrammatic Representation of the formation of the Sentiment of Hatred.

The three circles in a line represent the component propensities
and the single circle at the top stands for the sentiment. The weak point
in the diagram is the representation of the propensities (which have a
three-fold structure) and of the highly complex sentiment, by figures
which suggest simplicity of structure.

We have to raise a very significant question now. Are we to
understand by a sentiment the result of the organisation of emotions or
of instinctive propensities ? Is hatred the result of the organisations of
anger, fear and disgust, or of the propensities of combat, escape aid
repulsion? After scanning the pages of Professor McDougall’s out-
standing works we feel that this question cannot be anoswered in an
unambiguous manner. The impression that we get is that the learned
professor uses the term sentiment sometimes for the resultant of the
interaction of emotions, and at other times for that of propensities.
There is, no doubt, a reason for this. Ia his Social Psychology the
professor uses two distinct terms—instinct and emotion—to indicate the
innate mental structure and its central aspect, whereas the afferent and
efferent parts do not receive any specific names. In the case of each
individual instinet too we find the same state of affairs. Corresponding
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to each major instinct there is a specific emotion, both receiving clear
cut names, while the cognitive and conative parts are not so named.

If now we go back to our analysis of hatred, we find that the bully
who presented diffent aspects of his own person when he excited the
propensities of repulsion, combat and escape separately and at different
times, now appears as the blend of all three aspects when he serves as
the ‘object’ of and excites the sentiment of hatred. The perceptual
aspects of the three elementary propensities are blended in the corres-
ponding aspect of the sentiment. As the result of this complex excitant,
the psychic central or affective aspect of the sentiment is aroused and
experiented by the organism. This affective blend of disgust, fear and
anger, the sentiment par excellence of hormic pscychology, has received
adequate treatment at the hands of Professor McDougall. But the final
activity is as vague and unanalysed as the afferent aspect. The course
of action to which the sentiment of hatred leads is very complex. It is
neither fight nor flight, but a curious blend of the facial expressions
(sometimes of the vocal too) of combat and repulsion with a tendency
to retreat from the ‘object’ of ‘hatred. The following diagram sets
forth clearly the facts as analysed by us.

We notice clearly the advantage which this diagram has over Fig. L.
Our contention is that, since there are three distinguishable aspects of
sentiments as well as of propensities, these aspects should receive
distinct names. The absence of such a clear cut terminology has led to
a certain degree of confusion of thought. We are alive to the obstacles in
the way of framing such a precise terminology. Professor McDougall
has pointed out in his Social Psychology that the emotional aspect alone
is unchanging, while the afferent and efferent aspects are subject to
infinite varieties of change through conditioning. Moreover, the excitant
of a propensity is not a specific object, but a class of objects, not ordi-
narily grouped together in any scientific scheme of classification, but
on]gz thought together in this context because they have this common
cé\;f?acity for stimulating the innate mental structure of the organism.
A} similar difficulty besets the ‘ executive’ aspect of propensities. Even
s0 it should be possible to frame a terminology which would Keep the
three aspects separate. If this be accomplished in the case of propensi-
ties, it would be easy to extend the scheme to sentiments. For here, as
Professor McDougall has clearly pointed out, the excitants are specific
individuals or ideas, and the getivity is more clearly defined than'in the
case of propensities. When we secure a precise and comprehensive
terminology on the lines suggested above, we shall have rescued the
hormic theory form the tragic fate to which it seems to be drifting now.
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THE SUGGESTED RECONSTRUCTION JUSTIFIED ON
AESTHETIC GROUNDS.

The clarification of the analysis of sentiments along the lines sug-
gested in the above section is necessary in the interests of the very
important hormic theory of sympathy. The sympathetic induction of
emotions, as understood by psychologists, is the key note to the ex-
planation of all the obscure phenomena in our aesthetic experience. The
concept of ‘ induction’ demands the maintenance of the three-fold ana-
lysis.

On the afferent side the innate mental structure (propensity) is so
constituted that it is excited not only by the ‘ object’ or ‘group of objects’
peculiar fo it, but also by the perception of the expression of the emotion

(The operation of ‘escape’
in an organism which has
not actually perceived the
‘object’,)

E; —the cognitive aspect of
‘escape’, stimulated by
sudden loud noise, pain,
smell, ete, and also e

(Vide below).

e

Es—the affective aspect—
fear.

Eg —_ ﬂight.

A
A

(The operation of fear in &n
organism which has actually
perceived ‘the ‘object’ of
escape.)

Y

es —the emotion of fear.

e.—the expression of the
emotion, specially the
vocal expression.-

Fig. III, Sympathetic Induction of Fear.
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pertaining to the propensity when a member of the same species is under
the influence of that propensity. The wild horse is afraid not only when
he sees a terrifying object, or hears a fearful noise, or is afflicted with
sudden pain, or smells the characteristic odour emitted by his enemy,

but also when he perceives the neigh of fear given out by another wild
horse.

Not only the group of ‘objects’ comprised in E; but also e, the ex-
pression of the emotion of fear in an animal of the same species, is the
excitant of ‘ escape’. This sympathetic induction in animal mind of any
propensity by the expression of the emotion belonging to that propensity
operating.in another animal is the foundation for the explanation of
‘rasas’. If now the central aspect be omitted or merged in the efferent
or conative part then e, should also be merged in e;. The expression of
the emotion will then ceaseto have an independent status in the
psychological analysis, and will certainly cease to have any special
significance for aesthetics. If in our analysis we confine ourselves to
cognitive abilities and conative propensities, it will not be possible for us
to speak of ‘ sympathetic induction’, because the expression of emotion
is natural and constant, while the final efferent activity is varied and
individual. We should postulate, on the afferent side, such an extensive
modification of the original mental structure as would admit of the
possibility of the perception of each individual efferent activity serving -
as the excitant of the propensity concerned. This is out of the question,

This difficulty increases in magnitude when we consider sentiments.
Here the afferent (or cognitive) and efferent (or conative) aspects are
complicated by the union of the corresponding parts of the propensities
that enter into the constitution of the sentiment. And as the rasas in
their concrete setting are the result of the sympathetic induction of
sentiments in the audience by the ‘ expression’ of the central aspect in
the hero or heroine, it would be impossible to throw any light on the
difficult problems relating to asthetic experience (and to empathy in
par\’r}icular) if the central be merged in final aspect.

7 The bodily ‘expression’ of the emotion of anger, in dog for example,
specially the snarl or growl of anger, induces the same emotion in other
dogs within hearing of the angry bark. The energy released works
forward and results in appropriate activity, and also works backward,
by a kind of back-stroke as it were, and arouses the ‘idea’ of the ‘object’
or ‘class of objects’ which constitutes the natural excitant of the combative
propensity. The same process occurs in the case of sentiments also. The
perception by the well informed and cultured audience of the exprassion
of ‘love’ (in the courtship scene in Sakuntalam for example) excites the
same sentiment (understanding sentiment as the product of the organisa-
tion of the cenral or emotional aspects of the several propensities that

]
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enter into this compound, in their minds. The energy works backward
and arouses the ‘idea’ of the ‘ object’ which, for each individual member
of the audience is the unique excitant of ‘love’. (We know that the ex-
citant for a sentiment is a specific object, and not a class of objects) The
sympathetic induction of this sentiment does not (and should not) result

>4
Fig, IV.

in the audience falling with the hero or the heroine. If it did result
in such an abnormal situation, as it might in the case of depraved minds
it would cause intense pain, since the last aspect would have to be forcibly
suppressed. In the normal course of its working, the sentiment sympathe-
tically induced in the audience would recall to the mind of each member
his or her own unique past experiences relating to the final aspect. Such

recall need not necessarily be pleasurable.

The favourable reception of the lover’s advances will recall siziﬁzilar
experiences resulting in pleasure, while rebuffs may put the audience
in mind of similar painful experiences. The affective tone of a risa

need not always be pleasurable.

We have tackled here only one small problem connected with the
psychology of rasas. Several others, more obscure and puzzling may
also be successfully resolved if the threesfold analysis be preserved. In
the absence of the three-fold distinction we shall be at sea when we are
confronted with difficult sociological and aesthetic problems demanding

psychological solutions.
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VI
CONCLUSION.

We have indicated the direction of the evolution of the hormic
theory of instincts, stressing the important stages in its course. The
reason why the last stage appears to us to be a set-back has been indi-
cated. Attempts have been made to maintain the three-fold analysis of
propensities and to reconstruct the theory of sentiments. Three aspects
of sentiment corresponding to those of instinet have been distinguished,
each from the others. It has been suggested that the term sentiment
may be used exclusively for the central or affective aspect, and that two
other suitable terms may be coined for the other aspects. Finally, it
has been shown that the three-fold distinction is absolutely necessary
for a psychology which would be of help to aesthetics and sociology.
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INTRODUCTION

The question of correlating the land revenue demand with the prices
prevailing is at present engaging the attention of the Madras Govern-
ment. The experiment that is being tried by the Punjab Government
at Lyallpur is closely watched by all students of land revenue systems
in India. A close study of the details of the Lyallpur experiment
tempted us to examine whether the system at present prevailing in
Madras comes anywhere near the desired goal, though unconsciously.
We took up for investigation the figures pertaining to the period com-
prising Faslis 1324-1343. The results are set forth in section 1, 2, 3 of
Part I of this paper. Section 1 is concerned with the total yearly assess-
ment and the prices from year to year. Section 2 brings out the concla-
tion between the revenue assessment per acre of cultivated area and
price. Section 3 deals with the growth of the burden on each acre of
cultivated area and of occupied area separately ; the results are illustrat-
ed by graphs. Part II of the paper examines whether the fluctuations in
the prices have any effect on the acreage under cultivation.

PART I

1. Index numbers were first constructed for the prices and for the
revenue demands for several years with Fasli 1324 as base.
The prices taken into consideration are those of the chief food
grains of the province, namely rice, cholam, ragi and cumbu. The
method and computation are as in Reference I. The revenue demand
considered is confined to the ryotwari lands and is made up of (1) As-
sessment on holding, (2) Water-rate and (3) Miscellaneous revenue
calenlated as in Ref. II. The figures for the several years and the res-

pective index numbers are given below.
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Year. ifll‘lotlzlkhfsiezfengi Index :l'lumber Ind;efxpgélgns.ber Tirzle.
1324 566-32 100 100 —19
1325 571-35 100-9 98-9 -
1326 57527 1016 1031 —15
1327 572-96 101-2 1064 18
1328 586-05 108-5 149-4 11
1329 589-51 104-1 194-4 —9
1830 588-82 104-0 167-9 -
1831 501-05 104-4 155-9 — 5
1332 505-89 105-2 1438 =5
1333 603-62 106+6 1437 —1
1334 610-34 107-7 161-5 11
1335 618-31 108-1 1487 +3
1336 618-56 109-2 150-5 45
1337 619-13 109-3 150-3 4 7
1338 624-32 110-3 138-7 +9
1339 627-53 110-9 126-1 411
1340 629-25 1111 95-9 +13
1341 638-78 112-8 83-1 +15
1342 640-98 113-2 76-6 417
1343 646-87 114-2 640 +19
Mean Ma=106-965 Mp=127-945 at=11-53
Standard Deviation a—4-305 op=33-843 Mt=0

The total correlation between revenue and price [7,] works out to
be — +2839. Fisher’s z test forsignificance yields,

2= — 292, o2=1/N/17, z/°2=1-2.

This value is well within the limits of random sampling. The correla-
tion is thefore not significant.
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If the trend were eliminated by the partial regression method, the
unit of time being taken as half a year, we get the partial correlation
between revenue and price ;

r _ 'rap - 'rat'rpt
@t =1 (T =10

Now z= 178 ; 92 =Yy ; z/°z= +T12. Again the correlation is not
significant.

= 4 -176.

The conclusion is that the revenue system has been quite inelastic.
Tt is interesting to find a negative total correlation between revenue and
prices, though not significant.

9. The index numbers of assessment per acre of cultivated area and
prices, with Fasli 1324 as base, are given in the table below.

Index Number

Year. Asse;réer:cr? Rs. Hides a’Number of p;ices
1324 2 11 11 100-0 100-0
1325 2 12 6 101-4 989
1326 2 12 11 102-3 103-1
1327 2 10 7 97-0 106-4
1328 2 15 ¢ 107-0 149-4
1329 2 15 2 107-4 1944
1330 2 15 4 107-7 1679
1331 2 15 8 108-6 155-9
- 1332 3 0 1 109-6 143-8
1333 3 2 1 114-1 1437
1334 3 0 7 110-7 161-5
1335 2 0 8 110-9 148-7
1338 3 1 2 111-9 150-5
1337 3 0 2 103-6 150-3
1338 3 0 0 109-4 138-7
1339 3 6 1 109-4 126-1.
1340 3 0 3 109-8 95 9
1341 3 1 9 113-2 831
1342 3 0 10 111-4 76:6
1343 3 1 8 113-2 64:0
Mean Ma'=108-23 Mp=127-945
Standard Deviation ca'=4-516 op—33-843

The total correlation [7,,] between assessment per acre and the
prices works out to be -0114. z = -0114; oz = 0114 X /17 = -0470.

Therefore the correlation is not significant. It is not necessary in
ihis case to eliminate the trend because the time factor as such has no
influence on the correlation between the two variables studied,
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3. The burden of revenue on each acre of cultivated area and of
occupied area is shown below separately.

3 R= o e
fe  <ds gse fEfer 3% ilis. “ia
o PR Fh O R A L
fF 8 L, c & e
g O § @
1324 . 566-32 206-0 2-744 2555 2-217 100-0
1325 571-35 2054 2782 256-5 2-225 989
1326 575-27 2048 2:809 2579 2-231 103-1
1327 57296 2153 2-661 258-9 2-213 ~ 106-4
1328 58605 199-6 2-936 2597 2-257 149-4
1329 589-51 2000 2-948 260-3 2-265 194-4
1330 588-82 199-1 2-958 2613 2-253 167-9
1331 591-05 198+4 2+979 2623 2253 155°9
1332 59589 198-2 3-007 263-2 2-260 143-8
1333 603+ 62 192-8 3-131 2644 2-283 143-7
1334 610-34 2010 3-087 2658 2-296 161-5
1335 61831 2033 3-041 267-1 2-315 148-7
1336 618-56 2014 3-071 270-8 2-284 150-0
1337 619-13 2058 3-008 272-0 2-276 150-3
1338 624-32 208-0 3-002 2736 2-282 1387
1339 62753 209-0 3-003 2750 2-282 126:1
1340 629-25 208-17 3-015 276-1 2-279 95-9
1341 63878 205-6 3-107 277-0 2-306 831
1342 640-98 ' 209-8 3-055 278-1 2-305 766
1343 64687 208-3 3-106 278-8 2-320 64-0
1344 65921 201-6 3-210 2719-1 2-362

a
A remarkable feature of columns (4) and (6) is the steady growth
of the revenue demand per acre in contrast to the almost steady fall in
prices. Moreover the assessment per acre of cultivated area shows a
steeper gradient than that per acre of occupied area, as can be seen from



122 UNIVERSITY JOURNAL

the graphs ; this may perhaps be due to a faster growth of occupied area
than of cultivated area.

ASSESSMENT
PER ACRE OF

OCCUPIED
/‘ AREA
32, /’
31, =

/ \—*/\‘.\u
-

3-3 Rs.

30,

el
BAY

26
25,
24 .,
/Ae%g;é%%%f
CULTIVATED
23, .—/’"/L\ - e 3‘/ AXEA
R R e
22,
Fasli 1325 1327 1329 1331 1333 1335 1337 1339 1341 1343 1345

PART I1

It is an essential feature of crop restriction schemes in America that
the cultivator is persuaded by an assurance of minimum price and other
means to restrict the acreage under specified crops. Such schemes have
been tried without much success among the cultivators of jute in Bengal.
The reasons for the failure of these schemes in India are said to be that
the average holding of a cultivator is too small for further restriction.
and the fact that there are very few alternative crops. When the price
of food grains began to fall steadily in our province, acreage restriction
was suggested by some, but not carried out. In this connection it may
be of interest to know whether the Madras cultivator at all reacts to the
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fluctuation in prices. The study in this section concerns the cultivated
areas and the prices for twenty years. Since it is the previous year’s
price which should have any influence, if at all, on the area cultivated
in a given year, a time lag of one year has been given to the figures for
the acreage. The acreage statistics relate to the period Faslis 1325-44,
whereas the prices are for 1324-43. The figures and the index numbers
are as under : —

Index Number of

. in lakhs of acres Index Number : :
Fasli Cultivated area e pril“zéts I;f‘;;iip‘?
1324
1325 205-4 100-0 100-0
1326 204-8 99-7 989
1327 215-3 104-8 103-1
1328 199-6 97-2 106-4
1329 200-0 97-4 149-4
1330 199-1 96-9 194-4
1331 19¢-4 96-6 167-9
1332 198-2 96-5 155-9
1333 192-8 93-9 143-8
1334 201-0 97-9 143-7
1335 203-3 93-0 161-5
1336 201-4 98-0 148-7
1337 205-8 100-2 150-5
1338 208-0 101-3 150-3
1339 209-0 101-7 138-7
1340 208-7 101-6 126-1
1341 205-6 100-1 95-9
1342 209-8 102-1 83-1
1343 208-3 101-4 766
1344 201-6 98-2 64-0

Mean Mc=99-225 Mp'=127-945
Standard derviation Mc=99-25 . op’==33 843
"The correlation co-efficient 7.,/ = — 4473,
2= — +4815; z/0z = — 1-985.

It is not pdssible to say anything definite on the significane of the
+otal correlation. Eliminating the trend as in Sec. 1. Part I of this paper,
we get the partial correlation

v .= ol — ThTye = — 4020
ot V(A= 1f) L= 1)

Though the correlation is not significant, the presence of a negative
correlation is intriguing. In conclusion, it seems to be established that
7
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the Madras cultivator is not influenced very much by changes in the
prices of agricultural produce.

The converse problem of determining the influence of acreage on
prices will depend in a large measure on the total yield, for which
reliable statistics are not available. It is unfortunate that the effect of
total production on prices could not be studied statistically; but it is
hoped that when the statistical machinery of he province puts the re-
quired figures in our hands, it will be possible to complete the study.

SUMMARY.

1. The growth of the total ryctwari land revenue demand in the
province bears no significant relation to the fluctuation of prices, even
after allowing for the time factor.

2. The increase of assessment per acre has been out of all propor-
tion with the changes in the prices.

3. The average assessment per acre of cultivated area has been
rising faster than that per acre of occupied area..

4. The Madras cultivator has not shown a capacity to adjust the
acreage to the prices prevailing before.

Ref. 1. S. Subramaniam and S. Ramakrishnan, Sixty Years of Madras Cereal
Prices—Jour. Annamalai University, Vol. XI, No. 1.

Ref. II. S. Subramaniam and N. S. Sivasubramaniam, The Madras Land
Revenue System~Indian Journal of Economics, Vol. XVI, Part III,
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The Passive Voice in Tamil
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A. CHIDAMBARANATHA CHETTIVAR

(Annamalai University.)
APPENDIX 1.

KALITTOGAI

Palai by Palai Padiya Perunkadunks.
Tannalankadai kolappadutalin. St. 7.
Kaiterappattu. St. 12
Mayakkappattayarttays. St. 14.
Nalanunappattor, St. 23,

Kunan unappattor. St. 23,
Ruyifici by Kapilar.

Péninarenappadutal penmaiyumanru. St. 47.

7. Kaippadukkappattay cirumi Ni. P. 77. St. 65.

Marutam by Marutan Ilandkanar.

8. Anpilannaranilan enappadan enavétti, P. 88, St. 74.

9. Kanavenappattator karikai nirtté, P. 111. St. 92.

10.

11.
12.

1

Mullai by Nallurittivanar.

Eppolutum collarrarappattaval. P. 130. St. 102. Line 12.
Neytal by Nallantuvanar.

Tarai tinappadal ombu. P. 202, St. 147. L. 33.

Palkatir simbippakal oliyappattimo
Selkatir fayiré ni. P. 202, St 147. L. 34

APPENDIX II.

Vilappaduvar keliiiyalar t3m vilvar
Vilappadaar enin. (Kural. 1194)

Cuttappadun katironukkufi cilkkalai
Kattappadum irettaku matikkalai.
(Tirurhantiam—V. Visvanatha Pillai edition, 1912. 13th Chapter.
P. 175. §t. 5)
Aficinaliyarrappatta akkai perratanul valum
Aficinaladarkkappattinkulitarum atanénai.
(Tirunavukkarasu Swamigal Tévaram—Madras Saiva Siddantamaha-
samajam, 1930 edition. P. 43. St. 5.)

Vinpularum virumpappadupavar’
Mannularum matikkappadupavar.
(Ibid., P. 187. St. 7.)
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10,

11,

12,

13,

14,

15,
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Kattappattuk kavalaiyil vilate

Pottavalluyir povatan munnam nir

Cittanar tiruvet kalam kaitolap

Patta valvinai ayinaparume,
(Ibid., P. 228. St. 6.)

Parar paravappaduvar polum
Ciral vanakkappaduvar polum.
(Ibid., P, 344. St. 2.)

Pésappatténinnadiyaril tiruniré
Plsappattén putalaril unnadiyan enru
Esappattén inippadukinratamaiyatal
Asaippattén atpattén un adiyéns,
(Tiruvacakam—Ceyyir M. Subramaniya Mudaliydr, (1929) edition
P. 48. St. 82)

Neykkili vaikkappattar
Neyppattir kidattappattar
Irumpinal polappattar
Manilattu uhukkappattar
Kaikkili kodukkappatiar
Kalampala nalkappattar.

(Cintamani—Kantaruvatattai Ilampakam. St. 326.)

Ulakelam ariyappattatu.
(Culamani—Iratantpurac carukkam. P, 33. St. 104.)

Pillappattana nutalodaikkari piral porrér

Allappattali kurutipporu punal arakap padi céréka

Vallappattana makarakkadalena matilsurriya pati maralikkor

Kollaippattula uyir ennumpadi konran aimpulan venrané.
(Kambaramayanam—Sundarakandam—Atcakumaran vatai. St. 28.)

Mayakkappadavalla vaficimarunkin
.................... kaliyinullal
Muyakkappadum mutarkalirupavum,
(Yapparurkalakkarikai Olipiyal St. 53).

Parttipan oruttidappattor.
Piduru kuravan meyyadiyavarir
Pirittidappattavarkkellam.
(Tanikaippuranam—C. R. Namaccivayamudaliar edition—Agattiyan
arul peru padalam. P. 213, St. 254.)

Tattamakku ananta kodippakaivirayt takkappattum
Pothiya pasiyirpattum polutiruntudarrappattum.
(Ibid. P. 226. St. 325.)
Enniyidu ceytidin itanal eytappaduvatihtu eytatu
Iriyappaduvatthtunmai eytappadalar payaninre.
(Sekkilar pillait tamil in Meenakshisundaram Pillai’s works, P. 18, St. 4.)
Kollappadatu . . . matanallappadatu .

Kollappadatu . . . allappadatu.
(Tirukkudantait tiripantati in op. cit. P. 458. St. 67.)
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16. Arul enappaduvatu.......... irulenappaduvatu
. . marulenappaduvatu . . . porulenappaduvatu.
(Palaivanappatirruppattantati—op. cit. P. 478. St. 12.)

17, Orriyil unnal tandikkappattanan. anro.

(Tiru arutpa—R, Mudr. edn. 1927. P. 223. St. 1)
18. Do. P. 223, St. 2
19, Do. Do. St. 3.
20. Do. Do. St 4
21, Do. Do. St 5.
22, Do. , Do. St. 6.
23, Do. Do. St 7.
24, Do. Do. St. 8.
25. Do. P. 224 St 9.
26. Do. Do. St 10.

APPENDIX III
1. Avvuyirul, ennuyirum ennappadumayin.
(Muttollayiram—Madura Tamil Sangam Press, 1935. P. 13. St. 59.)
2, Nalanunappatta nalkiir pedai.
(Narrinai, St. 178.)
3. Ullatu citaippdr ularenappadar.
(Kuruntogai—Veltr Vidyaratna Printing Press, P. 235. St. 283.)
4. Ni nayantu uraiyappattol Yavalodum.
(Ainkuruniru, Second edition, 1920. P. 111. St. 10.)
5. Ennenappadunkol toli.
(Akanantru, St. 206.)
6. Tonalamundu turakkappattor.
(Kalittokai, St. 23.)
7. Pagalaiyal unappattal.
(Ibid. St. 48.)
8. Collarrarappattaval. (Ibid. St. 102.)
Ullidappatta arasanai.
(Ibid. St. 139. L. 35.)
10, Vittorai vidaal tiruvé
Vidator ival vidappattore.
(Purapiniiru, St. 358.)
11. Emmal viyakkapadiu moré.
(Ibid. St. 197.)

12, Muyalun tolappadium.
(Naladiyar. St. 176.)

13. Tokkiruntenninanennappadum.
(Nanmanikkadikai. St. 76.)

14, Immuvar nalkuravu cérappattar.
(Tirikadukam. St. 84.)

.0
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Yanaiyin kai tunikkappattu.
(Kalavali narpadu. St. 14.)

Eyppul vaippam enapporrapattavar
Urruli onrukkutavar.
(Palamoli. St. 136.)

Vinnoral, inmoliyal éttappadum.
(Sirupafica miulam. St. 82.)

Eriyar cudappadinum uyvundam
(Tirukkural. St. 896.)

Vilunar vilappaduvarkkamaiyume
valunam ennufi cerukku,
(Tirukkural. St. 1193.)

Alappadum tinamaittar imaiyavaral
Vilappaduvar viraintu.

(flati. St. 36.)
Mikkamayanal Ilaikkappatia
Sakkaravalak kottam.

(Manimékalai, VI. L. 201.)

Tédiya tévar tammal iraificappadum
Tévarpiran.
(Sambandar Tévaram—S. 1. S. S. W. P. S. Publication, 1927. P. 670. St. 10.)
Veélalar kayappatta virarumillai. '
(Tirunavukkarasar Tévdaram—DMadras 1930. S. S. Samaja edition.
P. 65, St. 7.)
Partir palarum paravappaduvay.
(Sundarar Tévaram. ibid. P.91. St. 4.)
Punti kolappatta punkodiyar.
(Tiruvacakam—Cheyyur Mudr. edn., 1929. P. 166. St. 9.)
Tillaiyanarulal vantal ikalappadume.
(Tirukkovaiyar. St. 12. L. 2.)

Punarkkappatta kallaccakadu kalakkaliya.
(Periyalvir Tirumoli—Second ten—Seeond Tirumoli. St. 4.)

Kamattiyul pukuntu katuvappattu.
(Naceiyar Tirumoli—Eighth Tirumoli. St. 2)
Ellappadak kalikku irirandakum.
(Yapparunkalak karikai uruppiyal. St. 14.)
Iyarrappadatana innisai venpa
(Yapparunkalam ceyyuliyal. § 61.).
Vaiyakam mulutum nin vadivu enappadume.
(Pattinattuppillaiyar. St. 7.)
Kottappadu pax_).ilam arppa.
(Aludaiya pillaiyar Tiruvulamalai by Nampiyandar Nampi. P. 323. L. 4.)
‘Kauvappatta pinankal paranta kattil.
(Eleventh Tirumurai—Madras Arumuga Navalar—Tiruvalankattu mitta
tiruppadigam by Karaikkal Ammaiyar. P. 4. St. 1)
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Unnappada nafica mundarku. ‘
(Kailai pati kalatti pati antati by Nakkira Tévar, P. 82. St 75))

Tuykkapadum porulaik kattutum
Marravar kattu uykkappaduvatancitu,
(Sivaperuman Tiruvantati by Kapilatévanayanar, P. 156, St. 86.)

Tunpattal tukaikkappattar.
(Chintamani Patumaiyarilampakam. St. 227.)

Véntanal vidukkappattar.
(Ibid. St. 245.)

Pakaliyal aluttappattan.
*(Culamani—C. V. Damddaram Pillai edition—Suyamvaraccarukkam.
P, 234, St. 7L.)

Palenikum otappadukinra padapporutku.
(Nilakesi—Edited by Mr. A. Chakravarti, M.A., LE.S. 1936, P. 292, St. 63.)

Arivutannal ariyappattan.
(The 14 Meykanda Shastras—S. I. S. S. W. P. S.—Sivagnanabodham
P. 48. St 5.)

Ennil ariyappadum porulum
Arivum onrum palavamo.
(op. cit. Sivagnana Siddhiyar parapakkam. P. 128. St. 1.)

Kanappadum porulum anriye.
(op. cit. Tirukkalirruppadiyar by Uyyavanta Tévanar. P. 15. St. 27.)

Tambiyar camaikkappatta iniya pificalai eyti iruntanan Iraman ippal.
(Kamba Ramayanam—Aranyakandam, Sirppanakaippadalam. St. 7.)

Vilukkunrenappatia kunriyavum vila.
(Takkayakapparani—Dr. V. Swaminathayyar’s edition, 1930. P. 183.
St. 292.)

Munivandodu mivarum vilunkappattar.
(Méru Mantira purdnam—Madras Sadhu press, 1923. P. 346. St. 743.)

Vilnta véntaral vilakkappatta tatanam tattan.
(Periyapuranam—DMr. T. V. K. Edition. P. 191. St. 17.)

Moliyappatta ani pala tammul taluva uraippatu sangiraname.
(Dantiyalankaram—A. Kumaraswami Pulavar edition. 1926. P. 152. § 87.)

Uraikkappadumporul ullattamaittu.
(Nanniil, § 13.)

Ceyyappatta evarkkum periyavan
(Tiruppugal—Samajam edition—P. 555, St. 721.)

Vennirru dkanal nokkappattu anukiyatu.
(Villiputtirar Bharatam—Madura Tamil Sangam edition, 1926—-Arax,1ya
Paruvam. P. 155. St. 89.)
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Rumaranenruraikkappatta yan.
(Sivadharmottaram by Maraifiana Sambandar—Ripon press, 1919—
P. 263. St. 57.)

Veérrumai kanappadukalamaiyin.
(Sikalattippuranam—Nakkiraccarukkam. St. 29.)

Udan eriyappadu kavankal.
(Sirappuranam, 1908, Madras. P. 463, St. 136.)

Tiname pukalappaduvay ni.
(Témbavani—Putuvai 1927—Mutar kandam—Mahavarul padalam—
P, 341. St. 144.)

Ticcudappattu meyvembi,
(Prabodha Chandrodayam—Second edition—Vivékanorruk kelvic-
carukkam. P. 36. St. 11.)

Unaip porrap paccilaiyun killappadumo.
(Tayumanavar Padal, Madras 1930, Tirumakal Vilasa press. P. 611. St, 92.)

Kadalidai vilttidappattu.
(Tiru Arutpa—Ramaswami Mudaliar edition. 1927. P. 115. St. 135.)

Oruvaral akkappadumporul amo.
(Manonmaniyam by P. Sundaram Pillai, M.A., 1922. P. 24.)

Néyamum akkappadumporul &mso,
(Ibid., P. 23.)

Valampuri cilnta salaficalam ennak kanappadupavar talaimakkal enpa.
(Natakaviyal—V. G. Suryanarayana Sastriar, Madras, 1901. Pandita
mittira press. P. 15. St. 83.)

Kattal initu, kikkappadutalum initu

Alittal initu, alikkappadutalum nanru

Unpatu nanru, unnappadutalum nanru.
(Bharati’s Songs—Katchi—P. 366. St. 6.)

Kalal utaikkappadin adaiyum inpam.
(Agalikai Venpa by Raosaheb V. P. Subramaniya Mudaliar, G. P. V. C.
Second edition. P. 21, St. 118.)

Arulappatténtan afiar ellam ullan terulappattdy allai térntu.
(Parikatai—Mahavidvan R. Raghava Aiyangar, 1937. St. 151.)
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The decadence of the English drama began with the passing of the
Elizabethan age. Drinkwater computes that between the end of the
Shakespearean epoch and the beginning of the present generation not
more than a dozen plays have been written in England, which are of
indisputable excellence as literature and as stage pieces. After the
Restoration the theatre became the haunt of the most idle and frivolous
section of society. This tradition continued down to the Victorian era.
The theatre was neither respected nor respectable. Sir Walter Scott, in
answer to a suggestion that he might do something for the London stage,
wrote in 1819 : “I do not think the character of the audience in London
is such that one could have the least pleasure in pleasing them. One half
come to prosecute their debaucheries, so openly that it would degrade a
bagnio ; another set to snooze off their beef-steaks and port wine ; a third
are critics of the fourth column of the newspaper ; fashion, wit or litera-
ture there is not, and, on the whole, I would far rather write verses for
mine honest friend Punch (the street ‘Punch and Judy’) and his
audience. The only thing that could tempt me to be so silly would be to
assist a friend in such a degrading task, who was to have the whole profit
and shame of it.” That conditions were practically the same fifty years
later is seen from Professor Henry Morley’s Journal of a London
Play-goer from 1851-1856. In the Victorian age, however, poets were
called upon by the theatre managers to provide them with a suitable
repertoire. Browning, for example, was requested by’ Macready to
“ write me a play and save me from going to America”. But the
attempts of the poets failed because they held fast to the traditions of the
Elizabethan age. Their plays on subjects which permitted treatment in
long rhetorical speeches in graceful verse made no appeal to the modern
audience. “In ‘England ?, said Matthew Arnold in 1879, “we have no
drama at all. Our vast society is not homogeneous enough, nor
sufficiently united, even any large portion of it, in a common view of
life, a common ideal capable of serving as basis for a modern English
Drama.” The sober critic, A. B. Walkley, expresses the same idea in his
Drama and, Life : It is impossible to think of the early Victorian theatre
without a yawn, so ‘ unidea’d ’ was it, so ephemeral, so paltry and jejune.
One shrinks from dwelling on this tedious theme.” And H. G. Wells, in

8
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his World of William Clissold, describes the late eighties and early
nineties as “ the absurd days of the British theatre ”.

But towards the very end of the century there were indications of
a change for the better. Ibsen was introduced to the British public by
Edmund Gosse, by William Archer and by Bernard Shaw. He inspired
the new dramatists to write serious plays dealing seriously with serious
subjects. Among the pioneers of the new school of the realistic play of
ideas were Robertson, Pinero, Shaw, Granville Barker, Stanley
Houghton, Galsworthy and Hankin. They made an attempt to liberate
the drama from the fetters of commercialism and to grapple with the
realities of life. They leaped over all the old dramatic Tences and
introduced the spirit of social enquiry and of technical experimentation
in their plays. The elaboration of plot was subordinated to the setting
forth of an idea and its development through the medium of character.

St. John Emile Clavering Hankin, who belongs to the new school
of English drama, was born in 1860 at Southampton. He received his
education in his native city and later at Malvern and Merton Colleges,
Oxford. He graduated in 1890 and then became a journalist in London.
In 1894 he went to Calcutta where he continued his journalistic career
for a year, He then returned to England and became a contributor to
Punch and to the Times. His plays were written in the years that
followed. In 1909, in a fit of depression as a result of his neurasthenic
condition, he drowned himself.

Hankin, like the representatives of the school of drama to which he
belongs, is a dramatist of ideas. He directs the searchlight of his
criticism on the society of his time, and his incidents and characters
spring from his ideas. He himself outlines his method of work in these
words : “I select an episode in one of my characters, when something
of importance to their future has to be decided, and I ring up my curtain.
Having shown how it was decided and why it was so decided I ring it
down again.” A short analysis of his plays will make it clear that they
are built on a central idea rather than on a situation or character. -

The Two Mr. Weatherbys (1902), the first important play of Hankin,
illustrates the idea that a marriage may be ruined as easily by excess of
ideals as by their absence, and that a good reputation may become as
embarrassing as a bad one, because it necessitates hypocrisy. The
“ good ” James Weatherby passes off as a veritable saint in the eyes of his
wife, her aunt and her cousin who are «ll intolerable moral martinets.
James is eager to order these meddlesome relations of his wife out of his
house. But he has not the courage to dethrone himself from the high
moral pedestal of piety and idealism that he occupies in their eyes. He is
thus forced to be dishonest and continually hypocritical. His brother,

il
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the ‘bad’ Dick, on the other hand, leads a life of good-humoured enjoy-
ment which his ‘ dignified’ wife could not understand, and is, therefore,
happy to be separated from the woman who makes a fetish of rectitude.
Hankin fully brings out the contrast between the happiness of the ‘bad "
man who remains honestly himself and the unhappiness of the ‘ good’
man who is constantly under the necessity of being dishonest and deceit-
ful. The separated wife is thoroughly disgusted with her lonely life
and is eager for a reconciliation while James’ spouse who is shocked
at the discovery of her husband’s mendacity and dissimulation threatens
to leave him. The unerring logic of the play, however, seems to break
down in the conventionally happy ending with the reconciliation of
the two couples.

Hankin’s next play, The Return of the Prodigal (1911) is a satire
on English middle class ideals of social success. Eustace Jackson, the
prodigal son, the ne’er-do-well, who has squandered a thousand pounds
in Australia, makes a dramatic return to the paternal home. He
pretends to have fainted at the gate and is carried into the house and
nursed by his simple affectionate mother. He finds that his father,
Mr. Jackson, is a candidate for the local seat in Parliament, and that
his brother, Henry, aspires for an alliance with the nobility. Eustace
threatens to go to the workhouse and thus ruin the ambitions of his
father and his brother, and he exploits the situation to extract from the
former an annual allowance of a £250.

In his next play, The Charity that Began at Home (1905), Hankin
makes fun of the quixotic though well-intentioned experiments in philan-
thropy, which often lead to disastrous consequences. Basil Hylton, the
apostle of the Church of Humanity preaches the noble doctrine of kind-
ness to disagreeable people boycotted by society. His disciples, Lady
Denison and her daughter, Margery, acting on his precepts, invite to their
house a motley crowd of impossible men and women—General Bonsor,
the insufferable bore, whose never-ending stories had emptied every club
of which he had been a member, Mrs. Horrocks, an embodiment of vul-
garity and snobbery, Mrs. Triggs, a stranded short-tempered and uncivil
boor of a German governess, Hugh Verreker, a penniless irresponsible
youngster with'a disreputable past, and My. Firket, a commission agent
all the twenty four hours of the day. Lady Denison manages her house-
hold on the.same philanthropic plan, engaging servants dismissed for
misconduct. The results of the experiments soon manifest themsel-
ves. The butler seduces the innocent maid, and all the other servants
give notice. The guests constantly wrangle and make life impessible
for themselves and their hostess, and to crown all, the wastrel, Verreker,
proposes to Margery who accepts him so that she might “ open the eyes
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of his soul”. A week’s engagement, however, disillusions Verreker.
He cannot contemplate without horror a long married life with Margery,
writing letters to charitable institutions on behalf of orphans, and visiting
the poor and the sick of the village. His tastes are altogether different,
and he saves the situation by asking to be left off.

The Cassilis Engagement was also written in the same year. The
problem which the author tackles here is what a mother is to do when
she finds her only son engaged to a girl entirely unsuited in birth, edu-
cation and character. Mrs. Cassilis, the brainy but affectionate mother,
knows that opposition will only strengthen the young people’s desire for
marriage. Under the circumstances she follows the only course which
promises success. She invites Ethel, her son’s financé, and her mother
Mrs. Borridge (who is as vulgar as her name) to her house for a long
stay.  While the neighbours are all disgusted with the impossible
manners of the cockneys, Mrs. Cassilus is all kindness and affability
to her guests. A few days stay results in young Geof realising the
mistake he has committed in his choice of a sweetheart, while Ethel
herself, accustomed to the cheap excitements of London life, is bored
to death, and in the end, she is so exasperated that she breaks off the
engagement herself.

The only other play of any importance by Hankin is The Last of
the De Mullins. 'This, like its predecessor, is a play of caste and of
convention. With the exception of Janet, the heroine, the De Mullins
are obsessed by family pride. Nine years before the time
at which the play opens Janet had a child by a young officer
whom she loved but could not marry. She ran away from home to
London where after great travail she succeeds as the pro-
prietress of a fashinable hat-shop. She is called home by her father’s
illness, and there she meets again her son’s father who is now engaged
to another girl. Janet’s father whose family pride is conquered to a
certain extent by his affection for his little grandson presses his daughter
to stay with him. But she is heartily sick of the De Mullin complex
and of the miserably narrow and conventional life of the village. The
hide-bound society with its despicable Grundyism, she knew, would look
with unmitigated horror on her state of unmarried motherhood. She,
however, is not only not ashamed of what she has done, but is really
proud of having indulged her natural and legitimate desu‘e to have a
child of her very own. And from this atmosphere of false respectab111ty
and morality she makes her escape to the spacious London with her

son. .

Besides these dramas Hankin has also written two one-act plays,
The Burglar who Failed and The Constant Lover. The former is the
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story of a miserable young man who is driven by poverty to try his
hand at robbery. But he finds his new occupation utterly miserable and
unprofitable, and he is therefore grateful to a young lady (whose rooms
he intended to burgle) for securing him the place of a foot man. The
Constant Lover is a delightful little masterpiece full of sunshine and
laughter, and conceived with a fancy of quite uncommon delicacy. (t
is a short delicious dialogue between the Constant Lover (one constantly
in love—with different persons, and never engaged to any) and
a ‘principled’ young girl who is fascinated by his charming manner.
But his philosophy of love shocks her and she decides on accepting her
love-lorn cousin whom she has long kept away. Hankin has also left
a fragment of a play which has been completed and named Thompson
by his friend and fellow-author, George Calderon.

From this analysis of the plays it will be seen, that like all the repre-
sentatives of the new drama, Hankin also deals mostly with the life of
the middle and lower classes. The ordinary man in his social and
moral relationships holds the centre of the stage. Hankin’s heroes and
heroines are usually people who disturb the sanctified peace of society,
the social misfit, the wastrel, the unmarried mother, all those who pro-
test against the conventionality of the comfortably adjusted and the un-
respectability of the respectable. The ethical and social problems
which the Victorians fondly thought they had solved are regarded by
Hankin and his fellow dramatists as open questions. Janet who would
unhesitatingly have been condemned by our fathers for having cast off
her virtue and run away from home is represented as a type of fine in-
dependence. A Victorian would have shown the prodigal Eustace as
coming home in a chastened mood. But in Hankin’s play he comes back
to make terms with his father and to secure for himself a further period
of indolent wastefulness at the paternal expense. In The Charity that
Begins at Home he shows that the phiJanthropy that consists in being
kind to people who are social outcasts leads to all kinds of complications.
Thus all the so-called ethical laws and social conventions are put into

the melting pot.

But though Hankin’s play are as much plays of moral ideas as
those of Shaw! there is a difference between the two dramatists in
their criticism of narrow moral ordinances and social conventions.
While Shaw,loses his temper, shakes his fst and makes his characters
merely the mouthpiece of his yehement outbursts against the soul-des-
troying forces of tradition, Hankin never forgets that he is writing
plays and not sociological and ethical tracts. The problems are inves-
tigated in terms of art and not propaganda. The artist’s sense of
decorum and restraint always keeps him within reasonable limits, he
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does not exploit his characters by subjecting them to his dictation.
He allows social truths to evolve from what they do and say, he does
not make them so many Hankins hacking and hewing the objects of
his intellectual hatred. “It is the dramatist’s business”, he said, “to
represent life, not to argue about it”.

That Hankin was pre-eminently an artist and not a propagandist
is seen again rrom the care with which he has constructed his plays.
This may be illustrated by an examination of The Cassilis Engagement.
The ¢ Curtain’ in this play deserves particular attention. The drama-
tist ends each Act with a crisp and pregnant phrase, an in-
cident or a mysterious word. This makes the audience await with
impatience the opening of the next Act. Thus Act I terminates with
apparently artless care.

Lapy MarcamonT. And that’s the girl your son is to marry.

Mgs. Cassmuis. Marry her! Nonsense, my dear Margaret.

We are anxious to know the device of the mother to cure Geoffrey
of his absurd love for Ethel and how she fares in her attempt.

If the end of the earlier Acts should stimulate the interest of the
audience, it is equally important to close the play without arousing
further curiosity. There should be no wish left to probe into the future.
It is as difficult and as necessary to set all expectation at rest at the end
of the play as to excite it at the end of the first Act. In a tragedy the
dramatist usually finds it convenient to ring down the curtain with the
failure of his principal character, most often with his death. When the
comedies ended with the union of the lovers the problem of concluding
a play was easy of solution. Such conventional happy endings, how-
ever, are not common in modern comedies in which we find a closer
approximation to the facts of life. The playwrights of to-day have come to
realize that marriage is not the end, but the beginning of the trouble.
Hankin disliked the conventional Happy Endings where every dJack
gets his Jill and all live happily ever after. He condemns those drama-
tists who for practical considerations *“ send the audience away from the
theatre smiling ”. Only one of his plays, The Two Mr. Weatherbys ends
‘happily,” and it is the only one which ends unsatisfactorily. In all his
other plays the conclusion is not happy in an ideal or conventional
sense, but it is happy in the sense that the curtain comes ‘down on the
best possible solution for the persons inost concerned. He is thus
justified in calling his first published volume of 1907 Three Plays with
Happy Endings. There is a Shavian twang in this title, for all the three
plays end in the frustration of marriages. But the marriages if they
had materialised would have been ill-advised and followed by disas-
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trous consequences. The endings are, therefore, happy in the nega-
tive sense that positive misery has been avoided. “ For Geof and Ethel
it would have been wedding knells, not bells ”, so also for Eustace and
Stella, for Margery and Verreker. Hankin’s popularly called unhappy
endings are, therefore, not only the most rational and logical, but also
the happiest. Thus in the subordination of the propagandist tendency
to artistic propriety, in the skilful construction of his plays, and in the
logical conclusions on which he insisted, he shows himself to be
an honest and conscientious artist. He was a very fastidious craftsman,
and he bestowed elaborate care and attention in revision and in the
search for rightness and balance in form. No wonder he was proud of
his work and frankly avowed the fact. When one of his colleagues said
to him, “ You always think so well of your plays, Hankin,” he replied,
“ Of course, I do, otherwise I shouldn't continue to write them.”

The careful art of the writer is seen again in his brilliant dialogue.
This is one department in which the modern dramatists have far excelled
their predecessors. His admirable sense of appropriate dialogue is
almost as good of as that of Ibsen. Many of his scenes are excellently
written, terse, incisive, economical, pungent and to the point. In sheer
brilliant and epigrammatic conversation he often resembles Oscar
Wilde who has influenced many of the men who came after him. We
find in Hankin the same dexterity and wit of which Wilde was a
master, but Hankin tempers his dialogue to the requirements of
the middle class country people who mainly constitute his dramatis
personae. Everywhere he give us “good talk which is real talk plus
imagination ”. As an instance of his finest dialogue may be quoted the
scene between Eustace and his brother.

Hexry [disgusted]. And so you walked all the way from London
to Chedleigh in order to play off a heartless practical joke.

Eustace. Walked ? Nonsense. I came by train.
“Henry. But you told Vi you walked.
Eustace. I said I started to walk. I only got as far as the station.

Henry [angrily]. It was unpardonable. The mater was awfully
upset. So was the governor.

Eustace. That was the idéa. There is nothing like a sudden shock
to bring out any one’s real feelings. The governor had no idea how fond
he was of me until he saw me apparently dead, and unlikely to give
him further trouble. And by the time I came round he’d forgotten
the cause of his sudden affection—or perhaps he’s never realized it—
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and was genuinely glad to see me. Psychologically, it was most inte-
resting.

Hexry. It was extremely undignified and quite unnecessary. If
you had simply come up to the front door and rung the bell you would
have been received just as readily.

Eustace. Idoubtit. In fact, I doubt if I should have been received
at all. I might possibly have been given a bed for the night, but only
on the distinct understanding that I left early the next morning. Where-
as now nobody talks of my going. A poor invalid! In the doctors’
hands! Perfect quiet essential. No. My plan was best.

Henry. Why didn’t that fool Glaisher see through you 9

Eustace. Doctors never see through their patients. It is not what
they are paid for, and it is contrary to professional etiquette.

[Henry snorts wrathfully.]
Besides, Glaisher’s an ass, I'm glad to say.

Henry [fuming]. It would serve you right if I told the Governor
the whole story.

Eustace. I dare say. But you won’t. It wouldn’t be cricket.
Besides, I only told you on condition you kept it to yourself.

Hengry [indignant]. And so I'm to be made a partner in your fraud.
The thing’s a swindle, and I've got to take a share in it.

FusTace. Swindle ? Not a bit. You've lent a hand—without
intending it—to reuniting a happy family circle. Smoothed the way for
the Prodigal’s return. A very beautiful trait in your character.

Hexry [grumpy]. What I don’t understand is why you told me all
this, Why in Heaven’s name didn’t you keep the whole dicreditable
story to yourself ?

Evustace [with flattering candour]. The fact is, I was pretty sure
you'd find me out. The governor’s a perfect owl, but you've got brains
—of a kind. You can see a thing when it’s straight before your nose.
So I thought I'd let you into the secret from the start, just to keep your
mouth shut.

Henry., Tck! [Thinks for « moment]. And what are you going to
do now you are at home ?

Eusrtace [airily]. Do, my dear chap ? Why nothing.

[And on the spectacle of EuUSTACE's smiling self-ussurance and
HEeNrY'’s outraged moral sense, the curtain falls.]
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[The Return of the Prodigal, Act I1.]

No less effective is the scene in which Verreker breaks off his
engagement with Margery.

MarcerY [Merrily]. Well ? what is the important thing you have
got to say to me ?

VerrekeR. Ill tell you [Pause. Looks at her fixedly for a moment
or two]. By Jove, you are pretty, Margery.

Magrcery. I don’t think that’s very important.

VERREKER. Then you are very much mistaken! ........ However
that’s not what I had to say. [Pause. He pulls himself together with an
effort, and speaks gravely but kindly]. Margery, I want you to break
off our engagement.

Margery [unable to believe her ears]. Hugh!

VERREKER [gently]. My dear, I don't like saying it, and I hope you
don’t like hearing it—though I don't want to hurt you too much either.
But I've been thinking things over, and I'm quite sure we two oughtn’t
to mazrry.

Magrcery. Why not ?

Verreker. For lots of reasons. I'm not good enough for you,
Margery, and that’s the long and short of it.

MargerY. What nonsense !

VERREKER. It’s not nonsense at all, unfortunately. It’s a painful
truth. Mrs. Eversleigh was right. I ought never to have proposed to

you.

MaRGERY [sadly]. Do you mean you don’t love me; Hugh, as you
thought you did ?

Verrekir, No. I don’t mean that. I love you as much as ever,
more perhaps now that I am going to lose you. But on every.ground
except love I'me quite unfit to marry you.

MarcERY [pleading]. Surely love is enough ?

VERRegER [almost impatitnt ot what he considers the colossal
ineptitude of that remark]. No. It isn’t. Margery, let’s face facts, and
not shirk them as every one else seems to do. Marriage isn’t a thing to
be romantic about. It lasts too long.

9
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Marcery. Hugh'!

VERREKER. My dear, it may last forty years. Surely that’s long
enough in all conscience. [Recovering from his momentary irritability].
Very well, then. As one marries for a long time one should choose
carefully, reasonably. One must'nt be carried away by passion.
Passion’s a great thing in marriage, but common sense is a greater. Now
what sort of a life should we make of it together if we married, you and
1? Why, my dear, we've not an idea or a taste in common. Everything
you say makes me laugh, and almost everything I think would make
you blush. It’s simply absurd for a girl like you to marry a fellow like
me. Let’s say so frankly and end it.

MarcerY [puzzled]. But, Hugh, you liked being engaged to me at
first, didn’t you ? Why have you changed your mind ? Have I done
anything ?

VErrekeR. No, dear. You've been absolutely sweet and good, as
you always would be. Only you are too good, and that’s all about it.

MARGERY [rather hurt. She is convinced that this must be one of
Hugh’s jokes, and she naturally thinks it rather heartless of him to joke
at such a moment]. Now you're laughing at me.

VERREKER [absolutely serious]. I never was further from laughter
in my life. I say you are too good and I mean it. You look on life as
a moral discipline. I loock on it as a means of enjoyment. You think
only of doing what you imagine to be right. I think only of getting
what I know to be pleasant. [With an ironical smile]. They call it
incompatibility of temper in the Law Courts, I believe.

[The Charity that Began at Home, Act IV.]

We have already seen that Hankin is a dramatist of ideas rather
than of character or situation. His characters and ideas spring from his
situations. His stage figures, therefore, often seem to us rather manu-
factured, and their author maintains a humorous or cynical aloofness.
Hankin has thus nothing of the “ stern-eyed kindliness ” of Galsworthy.
But his'men and women, unlike the characters of ShaW are not mere
automata which merely repeat their inventor’s opinions. They are
human and are recognisable. But the failure of the author to invest his
characters with the element of emotion (except in a few rotable cases
which we shall refer to later) makes them less real than they would
otherwise have been.

An even more serious charge that may be brought against the charac-
ters of Hankin is that they are very often types, and that these types
repeat themselves in his plays. One such type is the easy-going ne’er-
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do-well young fellow who sets at defiance the accepted notions of res-
pectability. Eustace Jackson and Hugh Verreker are twins, and Dick
Weatherby is a near cousin. Another type is the out-spoken class-
proud lady of rank. There is a close family resemblance between Lady
Farringford of The Return of the Prodigal. Mrs. Eversleigh of The
Charity that Begins at Home and Lady Remenham of The Classilsis
Engagement. But some of these types he has hit off with unexcelled
mastery. There is no greater bore in literature than General Bosnor,
no ruder boor than Mrs. Triggs, no better vulgarian than Mrs. Borridge.

Lapy DMARCHMONT. Good morning, Mrs. Borridge. I hope you
slept well.

Mrs. Borrmge. Sound as a bell. But, then, I was always a oner
to sleep. My old man, when ’e was alive, used to say ‘e never knew any
one sleep like me. And snore! Why, ’e declared it kep’ 'im awake ’alf
the night. But I never noticed it.

Lapy MarcumonT [sweetly]. That must have been a great con-
solation for Mr. Borridge.

Mpgzs. Borripge. Your ’usband snore ?
Lapy Marcumont [Laughing]. No.

Mrs. Borrmge. Thinks it’s low, per’aps . . . They used to say
snorin’ comes from sleepin’ with your mouth open, but I don’t know.

What do you think ?

Lapy MarcamonNT. I really don’t know, dear Mrs. Borridge. I must
think it over.

[The Cassilis Engagement, Act IV.]

On the whole Hankin knows human nature only in the gross. He
does not, and cannot, divine the true inner workings of the human heart.

Tn his outlook on life as in his portrayal of character Hankin is
cynical and pessimistic. Cynicism and pessimism are the two notes which
are never far away from the modern drama. It is in this view that
Hankin conceives and develops his theme. In The Two Mr. Weatherbys
the man who strives hard to please his wife is faced with the problem
of persuading her to stay with him, while his gay and pleasure-loving
brother who has broken away from his matrimonial bondage is
embarrassed by his wife’s desire to be reconciled to him. In The Return
of the Prodigal the thorough-going idler returns home, threatens to
disrupt the family peace and triumphantly marches away with his
blackmail. The same satirical bent and lack of sympathy are seen in
The Charity that Begins at Home and The Cassilis Engagement. ItD is a
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hard and repellent world that is presented to us. In some of his remarks
we can trace the influence of Wilde, whose paradoxes are cynicism in
excelsis, e.g.

Lapy ReEmenHAM. Engagements are such troublesome things. They
sometimes even lead to marriage. But we'll hope it won’t be as bad as
that in this case.

[The Casilis Engagement, Act V.]

Or again, there can be no representation of human meanness more
telling than that in this passage :

Mgs. Pratr. And thank you, Lady Farringford, for the embroidered
tea-cloth you sent (for the Mission Room Fund Bazaar). It is sure to
sell!

Lapy FARRINGFORD. Let us hope so. It’s extremely ugly. I bought
it at the Kettlewell sale of work last year intending to give it to my poor
sister Adelaide. But afterwards I hadn’t the heart. So I sent it to your
bazaar instead.

[The Return of the Prodigal, Act I.]

As illustrations of Hankin’s mastery of pungent and yet amusing
satire and irony the following passages will serve : —

MR. JacksoN. By the way, Sir John, as chairman of my election
committee, there is a point on which I want your advice. The local
branch of the Independent Order of Good Templars wrote to me ten
days ago asking for a subscription. Sc I sent five guineas.

SR Jouw. Quite right. The Temperance Vote must be reckoned
with in this Division,

Mg. Jackson. Just so. But the Good Templars published the fact
in the local newspaper.

Sir Joun. Well, that’s what you wanted, wasn’t it ?

ME. JacksoN. Ye-es. No doubt. But I forgot that the secretary
of the local branch of the Licensed Victuallers’ Association would be
sure to see the paragraph, and write to me for an explanation.

Sir Joun, I see. Did he?
Mgr. JacksonN. Yes.
" Smr Jory. Ah! What did he do ?

Mgr. Jackson. I was in some doubt. But Sims, my agent, told me
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that the Licensed Victuallers had a Benevolent Fund or something. So
I sent ten guineas to that. That seemed the best way out of the difficulty.

Sir JounN. Much the best, much the best.
4 [Trying to escape.

Mr. Jackson [detaining him]. But that’s not the end of the matter.
For now the Good Templars have written to ask if I am prepared to
support any legislation designed to combat the evil of the Drink Traffic.
And the Licensed Victuallers want to know if T will pledge myself to
;ppose any Bill which aims at the reduction of the sale of intoxicating
iquors.

Sir JouN. Hum! They rather had you there ?

Mg, JacksoN. Yes . . . However, I think I have got out of it all
right. I've written a letter to the Licensed Victuallers to say I am not
in favour of unduly restricting the sale of liquor in the interests of Tem-
perance Propaganda. And I've written another to the Good Templars
saying that I'm in favour of Temperance Propaganda providing it doesn’t
unduly restrict the sale of intoxicating liquor. I think that meets the
case ?

S Joun. I see. Running with the hare and hunting with the
hounds, eh ? Quite right. I think you got out of it very well.

[The Return of the Prodigal.]

But eynicism is, after all,  the fume of petty hearts » and fortunately
there are many passages in Hankin, which show that his unfeeling
detachment is only one side of his nature, and that he was capable of
real feeling. There are, again, some characters in his plays, portrayed
with emotion. It was, perhaps, not given to Hankin to be passionate, but
a rare tenderness was not outside his compass. Mrs. JFackson in The
Retyrn of the Prodigal is conceived with a sympathy that has in it no
trace of cynicism. She is an innocent, loving and tender woman, While
all the other characters of the play have been introduced to answer some
definite purpose, she alone has been created to satisfy his artistic impulse.
She is “a confplete creation, arguing nothing, doing nothing, merely
being, and in her Hankin approaches poetic imagination in conception if
not in utterance.” Thus while Eustace’s reaction to all the other
characters is primarily rationgl, his relations to his mother alone are
emotional and loving. “ Dear old mater,” he says, “ she is not clever, but
for real goodness of heart I don’t know her equal.” Again, “I am not
gbsolutely inhuman. Because I'm fond of her, of course, and don’t like
giving her pain.” The conyersation between Eustace and his sister in
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Act IV is again “ a little gem of unforced emotion, a light but all-sufficing
exposition in a few words of the tragedy of the unwanted woman.”

But the play in which his cynicism is least present is The Last of the
DeMullins, and perhaps “ the one fisure among his men and women of
whom one can think as loving passionately and as being passionately
loved ” is Janet Mullin. In that vehement outburst in which she defends
her own conduct and describes the glory of motherhood Hankin reaches
a power of emotional expression that is missing from his earlier work.

_ Mgs. Crouston. Well, I've never heard of anything so disgraceful.
I thought Janet at least had the grace to be ashamed of what she did.

JANET [genuinely astonished]. Ashamed ? Ashamed of wanting to
have a child ? What on earth were women created for, Aunt Harriet,
if not to have children ?

Mrs. CroustoN. To marry and have children.

JANET [with relentless logic]. My dear aunt Harriet, women had
children thousands of years before marriage was invented. I dare say
that they will go on doing so thousands of years after it has ceased to
exist.

Mgs, D MurniN. Janet! -

Janer. Well, mother, that’s how I feel. And I believe it's how all
wholesome women feel if they would only acknowledge it. I wanted to
have a child. I always did from the time when I got too old to play with
dolls. Not an adopted child or a child of some one else’s, but a baby of
my very own. Of course I wanted to marry. That’s the ordinary way
a woman wants to be a mother nowadays, I suppose. But time went on
and nobody came forward, and I saw myself getting old and my chance
slipping away. Then I met—never mind. And I fell in love with him.
Or, perhaps, I only fell in love with love. I don’t know. It was so
splendid to find some one at last who really cared for me as women
should be cared for! Not to talk to because I was clever or to play
tennis with because I was strong, but to kiss me and to make love to me!

DE MurLin [solemnly]. Listen to me, my girl. You say that now,
and I dare say you believe it. But when you are older, when Johnny is
grown up, you will bitterly repent having brought into the world a child
who can call no man father. ‘

JanEeT [passionately]. Never! Never! That I am sure of. What-
ever happens, even if Johnny should come to hate me for what I did,
I shall always be glad to have been his mother. At least I shall have
lived. These poor women who go through life listlessly and dull, who

C
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have never felt the joys and the pains a mother feels, how they would
envy me if they knew! If they knew! To know that a child is your
own, is a part of you, That you have faced sickness and pain and death
itself for it. That it is yours and nothing can take it from you because
no one can understand its wants as you do. To feel its soft breath on
your cheek, to soothe it when it is fretful and still it when it cries, that
is motherhood and that is glorious !

[The Last of the De Mullins, Act II1.]

A further instance of tenderness on the part of Hankin is seen in
his presentation of De Mullin. He is choleric and stiff-necked, but his
foibles do not make him ridiculous. As Drinkwater remarks, “ It was
a real gift of Hankin’s, one that has been memorable in great men, this
faculty of making human weakness at least not contemptible. There is
scarcely a noble figure in his plays—even Violet Jackson lacks some-
thing of courage—and yet there is scarcely one for whom we cannot
spare some affection. Lady Remenham herself might discover heat at
any moment.”

Hankin was, as we have seen, a pioneer of the new drama. His
plays made a noteworthy contribution at a critical period in the history
of the modern English drama. He has been described as a symptom
rather than a finished product, one who is to be judged more by the right
lead he gave than by his actual achievement. He brought back drama
once again to the realm of pure and respectable literature. Judged even
by the intrinsic value of his plays he is assured of a prominent place
among his contemporaries and immediate successors. The skill with
which he has constructed his plays, the intelligence and wit with which
they abound, his brilliant, and natural dialogue, his amusing cynicism,
his successful, though rare, excursions into the realms of feeling and
sentiment, and above all, the sincerity of his craftsmanship will keep
his work alive long after he is dead. #



PART IIL

Certain Philosophical Bases of Madhva’s
Theistic Realism

By

B. N. KRISHNAMURTI SARMA,
(Annamalai University)

CHAPTER I

MADHVA'’S PHILOSOPHY OF THE ONE TRANSCENDENT
REFERENCE

Labels are convenient as a rule though they mislead at times. In so
far as Madhva admits a plurality of selves for ever distinct from the
Brahman, though always subject to and guided by it, his system may be
regarded as a Pluralistic Theism. There has been a persistent tendency
however, to depict Madhva’s philosophy as an ¢ absolute Dualism ”.!
This has prevented the system from being studied with an open mind
for most men are scared away by the very name of ‘Dualism’. There
can be little doubt that if properly presented, the system of Madhva will
have more readers in the world than any other. For it gives us a
philosophy which omits no part or aspect of life in its interpretation of
reality.

It is not very often realised that there is a fundamental difference
between the ‘ Dualism’ of Madhva and those of the Siamkhya-Yoga and
Ny&ya-Vaisesiza schools. Neither the Purugas nor Prakrti has, in
Madhva’s philosophy, an independent existence? as in the Samkhya.

Nor does he ascribe to God the position merely of an Onlooker g1
a dues ex machina or even of a Co-operator gxrgF in the Cosmic

1. 8. Radhakrishnan, Ind. Phil,, ii, p. 745.
2. Cf. g5 §f ¥ F159 G ST T T |,
TegAgd: 8 7 g ggierar || (Bhag. 11, 10, 12)

gl AT aiEea:, SATTERART A T geatdar-
W& | (Jayatirtha, TP. ii, 2, 5.)
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process,® as do the Nyaya-Vaisesikas and the Yogas. Mere Deism has
no attraction for Madhva. God is not merely immanent in the Universe
but transcends it.

One distinguishing mark of the Vedanta in all its forms is the funda-
mental belief that everything in the world has to be traced to an absolute
spiritual principle which is the ultimate ground and explanation, both
logical and ontological, of all else. Such a transcendent reference is
denied by the Samkhyas, while its acceptance is by no means a strict
metaphysical necessity in the Nyaya-Vaidesika and Yoga schools. The
Vedanta however, teaches that the world of matter and souls, is, because
of God. Brahman is not merely the cause of the world but the very
ground of its being and becoming.

This dependence of the world on Brahman is variously conceived of
in the different schools of the Vedanta. Samkara equates it to an
Adhyasa (appearance). The world of appearance would not be there
but for the Brahman. It has no existence apart from the Brahman:
FTAE R E: Samkara, B.S. ii, 1, 14. Sridhara indicates the true
Advaitic interpretation of the phrase : TEaTAT Feazqq || when he writes
under Bhigavata, i, 1, 1: geaagr fawgmaisfy aoaq sdmg [ in virtue of
whose reality even the unreal creation appears to be real ”’]. Raméanuja
on the other hand, views the dependence of the world of matter and souls
on the Brahman, on the analogy of the dependence of the human body
for its subsistence, upon the soul. God is the soul ¥i@T of the world.
When the soul departs, the body perishes: sfigig aig (538 fogg  (Chan.
Up. VI, 11, 3). While it remains perfectly true that our bodies cannot exist
and function in the absence of the life-giving capacity of the soul, Madhva
finds the analogy a little misleading, in so far as the soul is not bound to
the body as the Viistadvaitin would appear to assume in his theory of
God. The relation of body and soul does not also suggest the more or
less derivative being of the soul that is admitted in the system. It is all
very well to say that identity means merely inseparable existence :
agug fafe: But it is capable of cutting both ways. Is the Lord also
incapable of existing without His ‘body’? That seems hardly fair,
Again, is the ‘*ayug falg ? (relation of mutual dependence) between
God and his ‘body’ (or attributes: Souls and matter), of the same kind

3. afy gaene oo guifE, goen@sEEaray ! (TP 4, 2, 5)
ggels aamed Tigqedaey | (Madhva, BSB. i, 2, 5.

The texts: ¢ gy q@q ’; ¢ Tt fq=rmei JaeRIqaEg ’ are similarly inter-
preted by Madhva.
10
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or order as that which exists or may be said to exist between Him and
his essential attributes of reality (&) intelligence (gra%) and freedom
from limitations (1 7=¥g)? That again, is impossible. That is why
Madhva abandons the metaphor of body and soul and prefers to state
his position in plain words.

In his view, the world of matter and souls exists only as
a result of an act of will of God.¢ It cannot exist without
His sufferance. This is the meaning of such statements as:
oM i gfe:  (Mand Up. 8) 527 &4 = %oy 7 afg ughgar (Bhdg. II,
10, 12). But at the same time, the existence of matter and souls, is, in
the last analysis, immaterial to God : g fg sarsfgramigra: (Madhva.
Bhdag. T. ii, 9, 31). It is the world that is bound to God, not He to ths
world. The relation is in this sense, merely unilateral. The Universe is

FggAg neither in the Advaitic nor in the Visistadvaitic sense of the
term, but as existing and functioning at God’s will. The relation in
which it stands to the Brahman is thus neither an imaginary one as in
the Advaita, nor a physical one as in the Viéistadvaita, but an essentially
spiritual one. The statement that the world cannot exist without God
(1995 faig) means much more than either Samkara or Raminuja would
concede, viz,, that it owes its very power of existence, functioning, ete.,
to God and derives them from Him : aqq?:rquaﬁi‘a;rqf‘m | The entire
Universe is thus an expression of the will of God and is being sustained
every moment of its existence by the same will. It is in His absolute
power. He can make and unmake it at will’ His power over it is
absolutely unrestricted.® Alone among Indian philosophers, Madhva
would concede that theoretically there is nothing impossible or absurd
in agreeing that God can create a world out of nothing, that He could
bring into existence a Universe not unlike the one with which we are
familiar, without the aid of a pre-existent Matter or souls. But the fact

4. There is here a parallel to the Berkleyan view with this difference that the
material ‘world has a real, objective existence, outside the mind of God and is per-
ceived by Him as such: ¢

‘q 7 wrgiiaa g g e |

ger ggfa qae A m‘ﬁa’q‘i{[ﬁarl{ Il (Madhva, Tattvodyota.),

[An illusion is not witnessed by thecMagician. But God witnesseth the
world always. Therefore take it that it is no illusion.]

5. <en FATSeNITEy weeg siie: | (Mbh. IV, 67, 18)
eyl (Fg 5a: welfg |RV. X, 48, 7)
6. yafeqazarqaet aft: |
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remains that He has not, in His infinite wisdom, chosen to do so. And
all our philosophy has necessarily to take note of this and respect it :

TSl qeEtae: g FqA-Tdl |

gfas Frontad e fazd sQas: |l
(Av. ii, 1, p. 17))

[Though Visnu is quite capable of doing without accessories or
making such changes in them as He likes, yet out of His own free
will He has made the world different from Him but “ different and
at the same time identical with its (material) cause ”.]

And Jayatirtha, commenting on this writes : —

¢ ST ! HOHEAT FFH Tasly gl FROTFaRIvaE R Hteanify Sesih-
d: FIORT SWRGST | T, ¢ eqar sr%arr IR, aiagr“@r agralwdy, qur 935fq
fafadiza  swifts uEFEy %a TSy, qaa%{gcrrar:r“mw ey
fﬁrf‘ma frga: F&8YT aur faa: @Faqaaﬁrwrfmrw FRATGRNG FEFAAN
@_ASAT | ”

RRY WAl — TETAT FRONqEHERSR @ 3, ARl 9 | qar g

- HFIARN] FRORG I | €@ T (1, 7 FER0G qraag, IR a0 F0 T9qHE-

femega:, 37 q@r @@=g QU G4 7 7 & ; % W, @-siima @ ||
(Nydyasudha, i, 1, adh. 6, p. 299.)

[It amounts to this : —As regards the query if there is need for
God to rely upon causal complements, we say that there is, Hence
the causality of Prakrti and other things is understandable. But
this necessity does not like that of the potter, consist in any inability
to do either without the accessories or altering their sequence, in
which case alone His independence and their dependence would be
at stake. On the contrary, it is determined by His own sweet
will.7]

This is what is meant by saying that God is mgriwg“q:wr 71 I& T®: |
There can be no better reconciliation of Reason and Revelation,
religion and philosophy. :

7. Cf. a verse of Vyésaraya in a similar strain:

“ sfaqurafaiey afg e aanfey |
TR SRR EEIEE

[If He wishes to create them horns will grow over the heads of ‘Tares as
they do on those of cows and bulls. It is because He has not so willed it that
the hare’s horn is said to be Asat ie., non-existent.]
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One would naturally expect to find so thorough-going a philosophy
to be given its proper place not merely as an important limb of the
Vedanta but as the highest expression of the truth of the Brahmavada of
the Upanisads : making the Universe “Brahman-centric”. Yet, there
are persons who would fain dismiss it as belonging “more to the
religious history than to the philosophical development of India” ! 8

Madhva concedes freely that there are points of contact between the
Jiva and Brahman. The distinction between the two, however great and
ineradicable, is yet one of degrees not of kind, The soul of man at its
best, possesses the same characteristics of reality, knowledge and bliss,
though to a lesser extent than the Brahman.? It is in virtue of this that
any approach to the Brahman is at all possible and the two are sometimes
identified in the Upanisads: ggmareary dgausy : qraaq  (B.S. i, 3, 29).
In B.S. ii, 3, 43, Madhva makes the soul “ an Ams$a” (closely related to)
of God. Brahman is the prototype of which the ectype is the Jiva;
&y &F xfq & =97 aew &7 gfd Fgue | In i, 2, 18, he calls the Jiva
a reflection (5f4fy¥s) of Brahman, in so far as the former is different from,
dependent upon but nevertheless similar to the latter.'® The freed soul
has a nature akin very much to God, which enables it to be in perfect
harmony with the Divine :

g SR WA T 90 g |

FWIIFEEET A e |
: (B.S.B. iv, 2, 16.)

[The “ Satyakamatva ” of Muktas consists in their desires being
attuned to those of God. They have no further independence.]

It should therefore be obvious that Madhva has not set up any
opposition between the Jiva and Brahman. He would allow even the
most exaggerated description of the affinity between the two in mystic

8. S. Radhakrishnan, Ind. Phil., ii, (Preface).
9. Sam WRATT g, woey, dedimoaifeasd, Fwad: | (NS i p. 453 b)
geaeaivacang gezkarid agqre | (TP i, 3, 43.)

[The soul is an “amsa” of God in this sense that it is similar to Him and
owes its existence, etc,, to Him. To be a part of God is to be related to Him.]

10. Fwaaaa‘rﬂqwmﬁa GAFIGINT, T qEreqaiaaiiean |
(Madhva, B.S. iii, 2, 18)

[The analogy of the Sun’s reflection is adduced in view of its difference
(from) dependence (on) and similarity to the Sun,]
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or philosophical language, provided the modicum of difference between
the two that is borne out by the authorities, is not attempted to be sup-
pressed or whittled away.

Absolute difference between Jiva and Brahman is not thus a
characteristic of Madhva’s position. Some community of nature is
always admitted and even with that it is possible to keep the doctrine
distinct from Advaita. There are vital differences between the Jiva and
the Brahman. The one (God) is ever free from Samsara and is fragg-

geuTEnTd ’ to use Samkara’s mouth-filling phrase. He is ex hypothesi
all-knowing, all-powerful creator of the Universe. The most potent facts

about the soul are on the other hand, its comparative ignorance (wreusia)
dependence and bondage. These limitations really pertain to the soul
and are not merely due to “ Buddhi”. Some of these features, especially

grggig  and dependence, persist in Moksa too. The Mukta does not
bloom into a sovereign lord overnight. Even the SGtrakira admits that
the released cannot lay claim to the cosmic functions of the Supreme
(iv, 4, 17). There is thus an undeniable difference in some respects at

least between the two,—differences which are real and natural (gnyrfa®)
other than those brought about by association with the bodies. It is upon
these that Madhva takes his stand in refusing to absorb the soul in God.
At the same time God and Man are not so utterly or violently opposed
to each other as light and darkness. In the works of Jayatirtha:

aRET: qeATRRAT AetaERe: aay (NS, IL 3. p. 435) qi g, 7 sfidt s
T2 §9 qEIeweana: || gurasheyad SeedR |l (1L 3. p. 453D),

Madhva is aware as much as his critics that there are two currents
of thought in the Upanisads, one supporting the oneness of Jiva and
Brahman and the other their difference. Now, these differences, on the
showing of the Scriptures themselves, do not perish on this,side of release
but continue on the other shore as well. And as an orthodox Vedantin
pledged to the belief in the Apauruseyatva of the Vedas and the unity
of their teaching, he sets about reconciling the two sets of passages so as
to evolve a consistent system.

The difficulty is not of course peculiar to Madhva. But there is a
remarkable difference between him and Samkara, in the treatment of
the Srutis whijch are themselves our only source of knowledge regarding
these matters. Samkara is able to arrive at a Siddhanta (conclusion)
only by assigning a lower place to the Bheda-$rutis suggesting that they
are incapable of revealing the highest philosophical truth and raising the
“ Advaita-srutis”, to a position of superior validity and eminence as
being “ truth-declaring ”: (g=9133%). He thus rests his solution upon
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the distinction between lower and higher wisdom. But the hypothesis
is discredited by several passages in the Upanisads themselves, which are
said to be the Para-Vidya par excellence, and which show that the
distinctions and differences said to be begotten of  lower knowledge ”,
persist even in the state of highest release. And Samkara is frequently
put to the necessity of explaining away such texts (agq #1e7....) etc., as
instances of ‘ philosophical looking-back’ upon the world that was.

Madhva, on the other hand, accepts the validity of human experience
in general. As absolute difference and identity cannot both be the truth
of the matter, as no particular part of the Sruti can be admitted to be
error-ridden, the Bheda-Srutis whose evidence is in conformity with the

uncontradicted experience of humanity(ssrfaaigad) are accepted at their
full face-value. The Abheda-srutis are then interpreted in a (figurative

or) secondary sense (fMird) so as not to nullify the reality of the
experience already established : —

g 7 fafeed eawderid |
1T 3T G 4% AR g |

[The identity-texts can freely be accommodated in the sense of
(1) independence, (2) majesty, (or an organic whole), (3) identity
of place or (4) inclinations and (5) resemblance.]

Why the Upanisads should at all embarrass the seeker after truth
with a set of passages bearing a monistic hue when Monism itself cannot
really be their actual and ultimate purport, is ingeniously answered by
Jayatirtha, in his commentary on the Td :—

‘aREify AT WARAEERTAR: faray 5 SdeE swart g |

A9 IR TEINN FERTATNT: { 2dqa qNKqq—zg 7, agearfequaq
GRSMAE A7 To Daeg MdEd, @asramafd  Saaaaisrar
qRAuEITT=q |

d@ afs, fraRe: et graar FEsTEtE: gy | SR g, dwin
A —T qERT geTd: aeaaty, SRR | o g 29 R | A ety
geatd—am e o) ag TRegauagaETEa | ¢ Fa0 T @7 HIE 8 |
799 95 ; SWAITEEA | 9 ATGNGAAES qROATaRy v, qaRae A,
Sy an Tl gty e g, SEFIE aah | i ety Beaga-

11 RFAAIRT ¥ G, TEATE FagaaT gar Fike s |
(Samkara, B.S. i, 4, 22.)
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AR TEAETARIAl SreaT e afauad ¢ axamt | wgeg | qHesT-

qEl g, USgeNasd Sditd: g, gfa 11
- (Tattvodyota-tika, p. 29.)

[As factual identity is opposed to received testimony, the text
“Tattvam asi”, can only be taken to preach a special kind of
resemblance between God and Man.

Do you ask why a figurative expression should be resorted to
when plain words are always at one’s command ? We answer that
there js a purpose in view. For in this text the Upanisad seeks to
curb the pride of one and all of us human beings who imagine our-
selves to be independent of God. This is done by taking Svetaketu,
who became conceited by looking upon himself as a highly distin-
guished and independent being, as the basis of the illustration.

If therefore, in these circumstances, his father had told
Svetaketu that he was of the essence of knowledge and bliss, his
conceit would not have abated. But if a flat identity were preached
he will be set athinking as follows: “in this case, the primary
meaning could not have been intended, as it is opposed to the
Praméanas. Therefore the sense (of the words) must be “ you are
like Him” Even this is difficult to follow. For, one always pro-

- ceeds from the known to the unknown as in the instance of the gayal.
But in this case, even this is not possible as both are unknown.
Therefore, the statement cannot simply be meant to be an analogical
proposition. Reflecting like this, he will come to the conclusion that
there is a peculiar kind of resemblance between himself and God,
as between the Sun and its reflection. He will further realise that
it is determined by the relation of “the controller and the con-
trolled” and then abandon his conceit. He will also learn to
attribute to the reflection (viz., himself) such properties of the
original (God) as are not opposed to facts. A good deal of sense is
thus compressed in the statement “ Tattvam asi” (Thou art He).
Hence it is purposely resorted to. If dependence alone had been

conveyed (to Svetaketu by some such statement as Thou art not
He or Thou'art Dependent on Him) he would have taken it merely
that he had no more affinity with God than the retainer has with
the King,]

In so far then, as he opposes the thesis of “ Svariipaikya ” or essential
and factual identity between Jiva and Brahman and the unreality of the
world, Madhva is a Dualist. But he is not one in the sense in which a
Samkhya or a Naiyayika is. Dualism is often blindly supposed to be an
obscuration or attempt at obscuration of the truth. It is sought to’be
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thrown into disrepute and bad odour by those hostile to the realistic way
of thinking. Popular misconception apart, a Dualism is generally defined
as the recognition of two independent principles or Substances. As has
already been pointed out, (Part I, p. 1), Madhva is not a Dualist in this
sense. He recognises without reserve that the highest kind of substan-
tiality, of being res completa,  complete in itself, determined by itself
and capable of being explained entirely by itself ”, is possessed only by
the Supreme Brahman: Vispu. In fact this is exactly the definition of
“ Sva-tantra ” accepted in the system and applied to the Highest Being :
God : —

e ST l-Taloean e Qg adsry (qEIEweaa=Ty |)
(Tattvasarmkhyina-tikd.)

[Independence lies in not being indebted to another in the
matter of one’s threefold reality of existence, cognition, or acitivity.
The opposite of this is Dependence.]

God is the only Independent Reality or the Highest Reality, if you please,
that exists. Everything else, including Prakrti and Purusas, is subject
to Him, though not actually created by Him de movo. Madhva’s’
philosophy is thus perfectly capable of rising to the highest level of
Transcendentalism, if and when there is need for it. At the same time,
it has got its feet on the terre firma of facts. If philosophy is an inter-
pretation of reality as a whole, it must have relation to the facts of life
and experience. However high and for however long the philosopher
may soar on the naked peaks of the Absolute, he must at last set his
feet upon hard earth. We cannot deny this world to have the other,
Madhva himself has indicated the right way of looking at the world of

matter and souls, from the side of the Brahman in its highest state of
“ self-containedness ” : —

“ 5o F§ T FleW @A S T |
72gAgq: §i-g 4 @i+q 7gqegr | (Bhag. 11, 10, 12.)
[Matter, Karma, Time, nature and souls exist by the suffer-
ance of God and not in spite of Him.]
“g& fir Pyed TR TAr SMRTARIERER:? (Bhag. I, 5, 20.)
[This world though other than God, is yet like Him in so far as
it has its rise, sustenance and disselution from Him.]
‘¢ afe awFteaiaE:”) (BT i, 9, 31.)

[God does not benefit in the least by the existence of Matter
and Souls.]
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¢ T TR G0 TIRET A0 |
foram fadesty fedt ey eaega:”” | (B.T. i, 5, 2)

[That which depends for its existence upon another is spoken of
as being identical with it, even though there is a natural difference
between the two.]

“ w1 ARRIET AT 9T A | IR FEITARIENT TR 5
o §% 07 T SAENq FAIAET , 7 Faahg | (B.S.B. i, 1, 17)

[Time was, souls were and God was. Whatever there was, was
then' enveloped by God in whose power it was; hence it was (as
good as) non-existent.]

¢ gfe gaeie IRE@A=g ! ' (Br. Up. Com, iv, 4, 14.)

[What is dependent is never regarded as having a separate
existence.]

“ g oEAa:’— (Mandikya, i, 17d)) g 3d ami=ay, a7 [EHa
ARG AU [
(Madhva, Chan. Up. ii, 22, p. 15b.)

[The so-called “ Advaita ” is from the highest point of view, i.e.,
to say from the vantage of the One Independent Being.]

In his Bhagavata-Tdtparya, wherein he rises to the highest pitch of
Transcendentalism, Madhva distinguishes the highest kind of reality from
mere existence. What is truly real is what has being in itself and for
itself. Such reality is possessed only by the Brahman :—

TRANGFETT Sa~miaedigy |
afE=iig A17q9r ; qeeawi gerean | (B.T. xi, 24, 11)

[The highest form of reality is independence. That is possessed

by Vispu (God) alone. All else can merely lay claim to continued
existence.]

The others : especially Prakrti and Purusas, in so far as they depend
for their very being, existence and activity upon the Lord, merely exist
from eternity. They cannot lay claim to be as real as the Absolute.
In a hypothetical sense then, i is even permissible to speak of them as

12. Cf. “Quo comparata nec pulchra sunt, nec bona sunt, nee sunt”. Augustine,
Con. xi, 4.

1
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“ not-existing ” 13 and “ other than real”.1* Such accounts or descrip-
tions should not however blind us to the fact that these nevertheless have
an actual existence apart and distinct from the Supreme, though not
independent of it. We are quite welcome to hold that dependence
signifies want of substantiality in the philosophical sense. And Madhva
won’t be perturbed by it. But it does not deprive a thing of its reality.
Reality in other words, is not the same as substantiality. It is just un-
contradicted existence : IqI{Ifyd ataqg | We have no right to deny the
reality of the world simply because it is not independent, or does not
exist in the same form for ever and for ever. It is there, has been there
and will be there, changing and depending on God. Why there should
at all be such a world or why God should tolerate its existence, is more
than any philosophy can answer. Nor is it its business to do so. The
only Theistic answer to such a query is that given by Jayatirtha :

77 sealy Wiy afmgadssiga st I3 | B Fwd gesfy, <,

RIAEY ? 304, emsyiuta gaq: | B ot !
(NS. i, 299.)

[When He has got the capacity and independence to do as He
likes, why should God desire to follow a definite course of making
use of certain accessories in his creation ? Do you ask us the reason
for God’s behavior or for an indication that such is His policy ?
If the former, we say it is His nature If the latter, we plead that
the Srutis have it so.]

Though He can do very well without the Prakrti and the Purusas,
God prefers in his infinite glory and inexorable will, to do with them.

Such ‘dependence’ (@) of God upon things which are themselves
dependent on Him, is no mark of inferiority or limitation. It is at the
worst a self-limitation imposed by Him on His own self and even that
attests and enhances His glory : —

graaEi araed Jrardaiegd |
qa1 graaeFgiaeagaitost aaq || (Madhva, B.S.B. 11, 1, 39.)
' [When the fitness of the accessories themselves to become

accessories depends on one’s own self (God), the presence of
accessories but serves to enhance the powers of that self.]

13. T@AET | AEEEE SRR |
14, gy Oy ofy 9 aifg &%
TR eI ga'i-:[ &l Sruti (q. by Madhva).
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The dependent is often treated as of no consequence and having no
Separate status:

7 fg qgdtT gufq@a=gg! (Brh Up. Com. iv, 4, 14).
T For qat auigea avgg | (BT i, 5, 2.)
q9 ardt 7 qEidg gy, o0 g@arvey | (Chan Up. v, 1, 15.)

[They don’t call them “ the mind ”, “ speech ”, and so on. They
merely designate them as “ Breath ".]

All this would show that Madhva has examined the relative position
of the reals in his system with the insight and perception of a true philo-
sopher. He has shown that if we are to avoid playing tricks with
evidence, the only satisfactory solution of the conflict between the
“Dvaita” and “ Advaita ”-Srutis would lie in the adoption of the idea
of The One Transcendent Reference. He has little sympathy with the
reckless monism of Samkara which is indifferent alike to the hopes and
beliefs of men and reduces the panorama of creation to a random illusion.
At the same time, he is not for attributing false perfection of any kind
to the world. The latter is given just what is its due and no more. It is
real in that it is Anaropita, not the effect of any superimposition
(adhyésa) or personal delusion. Indeperdent it is not. And God is greater
than His creation.14® This in a nutshell is the position of Madhva.
When we emphasise the existence of the subordinate reals side by side
with the Brahman, we have a Dualism or more accurately a Theistic
Realism. When we think exclusively of the transcendent majesty of God
and isolate or abstract Him from everything that is not-God, we may
and do sometimes indulge in the language of Monism. Such according
to Madhva would be the ideology of the Upanigsads : —

vy fE ST T SRS TEETT 97
IRMIRET ARty | g, (1) wfifer edmarem Rt -
giteqtsfaear 3 (2) wifafag eoEaqTewRatTgEET e araet Raa e —
QummEttred ;  (3) FfAfag TR g AT AR EAERT ;  (4)
wifafeq aaE@T FeddqEEr AT s (5) Fiful wEewfamfa-
Pty o @atcasad, SOARIAIEIE: R Ut || g8 sTIFSIEAt

TEEFIEMTEaT: FIITCTAN: GatIareTamInaamr 78 foefa |l
(NS. p. 124.)
[All the Upanisadic texts without exception, sing the glory of
the Supreme Being Nargyana who is a storehouse of numberless
attributes of an auspicious character and who is entirely free from
all blemishes. But of these (1) some represent Him as endowed
with such attributes as omniscience, lordship of creatures, control

Yo Cfqidl wia: GTGRIEAr Stad: (Moh. IV, 67, 17.)
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of beings from within, and with various excellences; (2) others
represent Him as free from such blemishes as sin, misery, and
liability to physical and material embodiment. (3) Yet others repre-
sent Him as being beyond the reach of mind and words in order
to bring home to us the idea of His comparative inaccessibility.
(4) Many others depict Him as the only one that exists, to make it
clear that we must all seek Him to the exclusion of all else;
(5) A few more proclaim Him as partaking of the nature of all so
that He may be locked upon as being responsible for the existence,
cognition or activity of them all. Thus do Seriptures depict God in
.diverse ways. But then, people with confused heads whé have not
been trained by proper teachers or have no tradition to fall back
upon and who are strangers to the art of Vedic interpretation, nearly
murder the Vedas by refusing to take note of the rich variety of
standpoints and narrowing their outlook to a single point of view
(of a ‘ colorless ’ monism) .

It would be clear how much more edifying this is than the
“ character-less ” Monism (Nirvisesadvaita) of Samkara on the one hand
and the “ eternally relative and ever-qualified ” Monism (Viistadvaita)
of Ramanuja on the other, wherein the Brahman is never allowed to rest
by itself. “SVATANTRADVAITA "5 or THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE
ONE INDEPENDENT TRANSCENDENT REFERENCE if we may so
designate the philosophy of Madhva, is logically the more satisfactory
and philosophically the more commensurate solution of the problem of
philosophy. The Visistddvaitin misses the abstract character of God
while the Advaitin has altogether ignored the relative aspect (and exist-
ence) of the world of matter and souls at all times under the aegis of
God.. The “SVATANTRADVAITA” of Madhva has the advantage of
preserving the two in proper blend. Under the terms of :

5o F4 F F1EF @A T 3 7 |

q2a9ed: i 7 qiea Igag |l
(Bhag. ii; 10, 12.)

which is really the corner-stone of Madhva’s “ Svantradvaita”, the
Absolute is implied in the very life and being of the relative
(Paratantra)

15. ' Or “Implicit monism ” as it is termed by Radhakrishnan (Ind, Phil. i, p. 40).
The term “ SVATANTRADVAITA ” coined by me has the approval of H. H. Satya-
dhyana Tirtha, Svamiji of the Uttaradi Mutt, and the greatest living authority on

the system,
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CHAPTER II
THE NATURE OF SOULS IN BONDAGE AND RELEASE

According to Madhva, souls exist from eternity in the chaos of
a material milieu, under the ken of God. At the conclusion of each
Mahapralaya, He brings them to the forefront of creation.! He has no
purpose in doing this save that of helping?® the souls to exhaust through
enjoyment (qiwy) the heavy load of Karma and Vasanas lying to their
credit from time immemorial and thus work out their destinies.?
Creation is thus an indispensable preliminary to the ripening of individual
karma and the full development of each soul. This self-development,
when complete, leads the soul to its deserts. Madhva thus guarantees
both the integrity of the souls in so far as they exist from eternity, as
finite beings and the independence of God as their ruler. This enables
him to meet and satisfy the demands of both the moral and the religious
consciousness of Man.

1. Vide Mbh. T.N. i, 1, 3.
2. 933 Prsfaastrer g gomgurhier g || (bid, 4, 3)

[A desire arose in Him to create for the benefit of those depending upon
Himself.]

3. FrEIRTAG TgEt ghRaraq |
T FNATFIAAG A1 g || (Av. § 1, 33)
ad:  IRFEEAR R Bg g ;AR ArAvpaeaeg faifaEn, q
qeerraaEEaty | gferly Sraweer #1 er 51 XEWiR TEE, ARasa-
wgFfEal, sursRIg e adiE g | (NS) .
¢ Predit gur (Bhdg. 1, 1e) 7 9 $4q7 5 g g gda | 0 Fd-

gurrar=gt| afgeg ag gur || (Madhva, B.T.)

[The $ruti rules out merely a selfish desire and that is why the Sttrakéra
says that there is no motive behind creation. The author of the sutras by
employing tife term “Prayojana”, seems to be intent upon merely denying
that God has any special end of his own to satisfy by engaging in creation.
He does not rule out the desire to benefit others. The $ruti too, likewise
seems to "approve of the desire to help others, by employing the phrase

C YRR FT YT’ wherein the adjective is significant. I fr@wy...

In whom the threefold creation has no special reason. He does not act because
he is dissatisfied. On the contrary, his activity is spontaneous, has no special
reason. The qualification ¢ g5’ signifies that it is without motive only so far

as He is concerned, but not where the souls are concerned.]
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The bonds and impurities are not however the essential nature

({m) of the souls, at any rate, of those of the highest order.* They
are foreign to the soul like the rust on copper and are taken to be asso-
ciated with the selves, from the beginning, at the pleasure of the Lord.
This event is without a beginning in time, but is all the same subject to
the Lord’s pleasure. He is thus ultimately responsible for the bondage
of the souls—not in the sense that He threw them into it at a certain point
of time, but that its continuous association with the soul is in every way
subject to Him and its riddance will depend upon His grace and co-
operation.® Its onset is rendered possible by the power of concealment
(of the true nature of the soul) which is vested in the Lord® and which
corresponds to the “ tirodhana ”-activity recognised by Srikantha as one
of the five characteristics of Parame$vara.?

It may, no doubt, appear to be a very despotic thing for God to
envelop the souls in beginningless Maya ; but, as already pointed out,
it is a necessary evil in the scheme of things. The association with
Prakrtic bonds is a necessary step in the spiritual evolution of souls and
is therefore permitted by God. It is an ordeal through which every one
of them has to pass before attaining to his or her full stature—whatever
that may be. It is the desire of the Almighty that souls shall fulfil them-

selves only in this way and in no other. And there is no questioning His
will as He is a “ Satyasamkalpa .

4 qoUIE AT odl SIIIEey |
TR0 SAeT aqereg qearfEad: || (BSB. 10, 3, 31)
o gesftafeed | Fuiteq gEfenwd fasnd 3 qesgg | (TP i, 3, 31)

[Vim, vigor, bliss, strength and wisdom are innate in the soul. But they
are manifested only by the grace of the Supreme, ]

5. Cf. gdy gre7 geafyuagqt (BS. I 2, 5.)
aq: egfaaiaaaig 7(Gitd, XV, 15)
“ FUE] GATIAT HIGATT HTE: |
299%: GOE kg garad:’? || (Skanda Purdna, q.cby Sridhara.)
6. See Madhva’s definition of Brahman in (i, 1, 2)
TGl T gy gfawz | and
é’HTIﬁT%TF?ﬁH’GT;ﬂ%@: { (Swvet. Up. VI, 16.)

7. It may also be compared to the Avarana and Viksepasakti (powers of hiding
and fnisrepresenting thé truth) associated with the Brahman in Advaita: Cf.

arsra ffafy fegamwad SImErEREeT |
IR ERTRIRRNG . vvveerneen || (Sombesepasarivaka, i, 20.)
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Strictly speaking, the problem of the so-called origin of bondage, is
more easily solved on the theistic hypothesis than for example on the
Advaitic view. Surely, if the All-knowing Advaitic Brahman could
somehow delude itself by drawing on the veil of “ Avaranaksepagakti ”
round itself and appear as the many (See Samksepasdriraka, i, 49 ; ii, 208
and iii, 7: (qé}ar TETUH. < eerne ... GTATTT: ), there can be no ethical horror
or logical absurdity in the position of the Theist that God permits, the
self-obscuration of the jiva who is by nature limited and finite. The
Sitras also support this position of Madhva :

quferarg Rl ot ow el (i, 2, 5)
by ascribing bondage and release to the will (abhidhyana) of the Lord.?

The bonds of the soul are thus real in that they are not imaginary.
They have no beginning in time, though depending constantly upon the
will of God. The essence of this bondage is ignorance and mis-
understanding of the true nature of God and of one’s own self :

gor emEEefy  (HFen) WA, g @daly e aaaed |
FgrTafy aeq9a | aEEsfEag | (NS p. 64.)

Madhva calls this, his view of the origin of Bondage as the “ Svabhava-
jiana-vada ”, the theory of the original nescience of the soul® It has
certainly got one advantage—that of intelligibility—over the Advaitic
view. The greatest difficulty on the Advaitic view is that Ignorance can
never invade the Brahman which is both independent and of the nature
of absolute knowledge (jiana-svariipa):

FFATGSRITIA T FaoT |
Sqifaagigzd gfa 9q , @ @Ea: ?
SR AT? Soer weaT @d w3 A | (Upadhi-khandana.)

Cf. also Samkara’s remark under B.S. ij, 1, 21 : —
7t U FITMR ARE: Fargaigaty |

8. This seems to be the only natural explanation of the sitra. Samkara is
rather far-fetched and clumsy in taking Abhidhyana to mean meditation :

(afrmn) fedfes  (omwered) | @@ fg o wo: | quifirmg

(fEramgR) g (F74-) fad |
That this is not quite to the point is clear from yet another siitra II, 3, 13, of similar
import wherein also the term, “ Abhidhyana” occurs and where it is rendered by
Samkara himself as “at His will” (tadabhidhyana) or samkalpa.

9. gaEERFEEARY i qf Waq || (Av. i, 1, 1, verse 33)
The term itself is variously interpreted by Jayatirtha,
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The worst that could be said of Madhva’s view of the origin of bondage
is that it involves his God in a benevolent despotism. But Samkara’s
reduces the Brahman to the position of a powerless creature befooled by
his own Ignorance. Certainly, there is much to choose between the two.

Though bondage is thus real, it does not follow that it is as real as
the soul, i.e,, eternal and indestructible. The possibility of its destruction

does not make bondage itself or its association with the soul, any the
less real as a fact.

Nor is there much difficulty in conceiving of the final disruption of
ignorance and the cessation of bondage as a result of the soul’s prolonged
endeavour and the grace of God.l® The objection of the Advaitin that
if bondage were real, it could not be destroyed suffers from a confusion
of ideas ; for reality is not always the same as eternal existence. If the
Lord wills it, even beginningless ignorance can be terminated.!!

Divine grace has thus a very important function to fulfil in Dvaita
philosophy. It alone cuts the Gordian knot of release from bondage.
Hence the need for Bhakti and Jfidna in the system. For according to
Madhva, Moksa is merely the attainment of one’s fullest stature.!?
Whatever is in the nature (svariipa) of the soul, becomes fully manifest
in release. It does not confer universal pervasiveness, omniscience or
unlimited sovereignty on the released, as these do not legitimately belong
to the soul. They are attributes distinctive of the Lord." The soul rea-
lises just what is legitimately and essentially within its power and
province. In seeking to fulfil ourselves, we do not annihilate our being.
We merely attain to our complete selthood, so long obscured from our
vision. Fer this we need the help of God and His grace. For, not all our
knowledge can enable us to burst the last veil of Maya (positive
ignorance) which is two-faced, one that prevents the soul from com-
prehending itself in all its completeness (sfigr=sifEsr) and the other which

10. Cf. gqifygenty ie.  (wEmyhy) sraw Gl aegta: | (NS. p. 64)

. sufeaaes @i ($R:, a8 SR Ay gensy a-dy Feda)
‘ (NS.)
The Advaitin cannot similarly appeal to the mysterious powers of God as self-
delusion through maya and Avidyad would be inconsistent with the sovereignty of

Brahman ; whereas to delude the souls which are dependent, for a beneficial purpose,
cannot detract from its glory.

12. giefgargued @&y sqaffa: | (Bhig. I, 10, 6, quoted by Madhva.)

C



CerTaiN PmirosoprHICAL Bases oF Mapuva’s THEIsTIc REALISM 163

precludes a vision of the Supreme : gyaEsifear .12 It is only the grace of
God that can lift the last veil of Bondage. Not all our Karma or Jiiana
or even Bhakti!4 can achieve this unaided by God. No man, says Madhva,
can ever deserve to be saved by his own efforts:

L ORI+ 1= M-+ € £ | S
FFAgIEASY Srgin: #fy g &g U (AV. 1, 1, 1)

The element of grace is thus indispensable. This truth is expressed by
the following text of the Katha :

CRIRIAT FAFAT @4 T Req0 T agAT 43 |
AT U 9T S N ARHT Prggd ai @ |’

Nowhere do we find such perfect raison d’etre for Divine grace, as in the
system of Madhva. Since bondage itself is in a sense, due to God, release
from it must also in the last resort depend on Him. But we cannot expect
God to drop manna into our lips without the least effort on our part to
earn His grace. Everyone must work with all his heart, for his own
spiritual uplift'® and God would naturally confer his grace in accordance
with the fitness of the seeker as determined by his moral strength and
clearness of vision.

13. CE ¢ 1] wadt g2 97 Arfafes ferg |
I T=SITHT HFT RAr=SIEHIGT ||
EUOToSI{CH a1 qEArSITCH] 9T |
1929 Wegqdl galfd [euran: )| (Bhagavate-Tat., x, 81, 13-15.)
1 ... 3T ARRE SaSRiEEA R 36 300 aeaa—
“ it guT: weGr TR T gy |
e agmaealtn weT WadEf |
Fifem W Ty & a= fE |l
st gafy, emaient, afeesi K igem: ||
(Nyayavivarana, iii, 3, 33.)

[Because there is the text: “Bhakti alone leads to Him . . . ?. it should
not be supposed that there is nothing more to do for God, as Bhakti by itself
would aufomatically save one. For we read: Bhakti and other qualifications
though existing in the soul frqm eternity, have not been able to save it. God
alone could do so after manifesting his Iatent nature. He may not save a few
others at all. He is free to do as He chooses.” From this it is clear that though

gualifications may exist from eternity, they are all latent and release cannot
be had unless He desires it.]

15, Ci. G C L 1 S B.S. iii, 2, 19 and bhasya thereon.
12



i6d UNIVERSITY JOURNAL

Like other Vedantins, Madhva regards the soul as essentially un-
created and co-eternal with God, though not independent of Him. Under
B.S. ii, 3, 19, he remarks that the souls are uncreated in time ; but they
have births with reference to the bodies they put on from time to time.!¢

Following the Sutrakara (ii, 3, 22-7), Madhva takes the soul o be
“atomic ” in size. As it is ex hypothesi other than physical, atomicity
cannot be taken in the physical sense. What is meant to be emphasised
would thus appear to be the monadic rather than the strictly atomic
character of the soul. Such monadism would not give rise to any
problem in the state of release as in Madhva’s system, the monads are
never admitted to become all-pervasive.!” Nor, to Madhva, 'is moksa
a state of unlimited lordliness for the souls. When the impurities
attaching to them are completely shed, they become happy and free, but
not omniscient or all-pervasive. They are capable of taking any number
of forms and enjoy whatever pleasure they choose at will; but they
cannot have a share in the eightfold cosmic activities of the Supreme.!®
Release does not confer upon them an unlimited sovereignty of any kind.
There are certain limitations even to the freedom of the released—
limitations which are necessary in the interests of the preservation of the
dignity and majesty of the Supreme Being. Neither logic nor meta-
physics can tolerate the existence of more than one Infinite, all-powerful
Being. Madhva is firmly opposed to the view of some commentators on
the Siitra iv, 4, 9, that the released become forthwith independent not
only of other souls but even of the Lord! His is a better interpretation
of the sitra:

‘o ua gty —a g Femuinsgatige: | (TP) gl
TR TRy R | ( (TP ) g saitaatifamm | 32 sFaue-
SR ; o, vafifeme | (NS. p. 653.)

He points out that the released are subject not only to God :
sarggaeEE: (RV. x, 90, 2.)
gerral grarafa:  (Mbh. xiii, 254, 17b.)
g (BS. i, 3, 2)
SEANEEy (B.S. iv, 4, 17.)

16. fegeyify £ shaegqiqremgar safadsyy || (BSB. i, 3, 19)
17. Under BS. ii, 3, 26, Madhva points ouj that though atomié, the soul can
pervade the body : ,
g el | Shataequregfd: |

18. aq@[qr(qﬁl{ (BS. iv, 4, 17). Since the author of the siitras has already

(i, 1, 2) asserted that the eight-fold determinations of the Universe, helong ex-
clusively to the Brahman, this limitation is naturally to be expected.
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but also to such other souls as occupy a higher place than themselves, in
the hierarchy of Jivas.

Mukti according to Madhva is nothing more than “ complete self-

expression, self-manifestation, and self-realisation ”, in short, a complete
unfolding of the self in all its promise and potency.’® It is E?ag@;[gmﬁa
experience of the bliss of one’s own nature. The realisation of the truth
does not mean the abolition of the plurality of the world but only a
removal of the false sense of separateness and independence2? It is an
insight that changes the face of the world and makes all things new. The
Mukta sees everything through the eyes of God?2' in their proper
perspective, as utterly dependent upon Him, which he fails to do here
and now.

The pleasures of the highest Heaven described in some of the
Upanisads, are not the last word on the subject. They are only broad
indications of what the supreme state of felicity may be like. Con-
sequently then, we need neither take them too literally nor laugh them
out as garish fancies. Madhva has not left us in doubt as to the manner
of life led by the souls in release. Like the Lord, they are for ever
contented. They don’t have to seek satisfaction for theirs is the kingdom
of Heaven. Wisdom and enjoyment are of their own nature. With all that
there is no need to fear that their condition would be one of stagnation
all round. A theistic account of Moksa cannot any day make conditions
there more stagnant than an Advaitic view of it! Madhva is satisfied
that there is room for activity and full play of capacities for every one
of us according to his abilities, in Moksa. The released may rest in the
contemplation of their own blessedness,—like the Advaitic Brahman.
They may contrast their present with their past and feel thankful for
their escape. They may adore the majesty of God and sing His praise
or worship Him in a thousand ways. They may offer sacrifices if they
wish to, the only difference being that nothing is obligatory on them.

There is no prescribed round of activities or code of conduct in
Moksa, which means that there is unlimited scope for spontaneous acti-

19. ¢ qy gRIGTEISERT=SATERY  qeefeaaraa e squriatraag’
(Chan. 8, 12, 3.)

20. Ct (F fr wwgmld W OARENSTT @A FAEEE (AR

PreTafdiT S qRUFEQRY | (Semkara, BS. i, 4, 19)

21 ¢ g g gy AEC AN, A aaagaaty | (Sruti)
(Madhva on B.S. iv, 4, 5.)
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vity of every kind,—for Karma,22 Jiigna and even Bhakti?® There is no
call for activity in that there is nc one to call upon you to do this or that.
The urge is entirely from within : —

CgIPEd FAvg FEIRTAT F99 |
fremmeRaay ot Faa " | (Madhva, B.S.B. i, 3, 30).

[Sometimes they perform Karma, and sometimes not. Being
of the essential nature of wisdom, they always are lost in the
contemplation of God.]

The worship and activity in Moksa are ends in themselves. They are
not, as here, means to an end : —

REEAT T §oT gaeiuo |
g arawgat ar fafgRas ar g | (Jbid, iv, 4, 21).

[Worship of God is there always of blissful nature. It is not
a means to an end. It is an end in itself.]

The assumption of activity cannot reduce the released state to the
level of this world as these are no longer determined by injunctions and
prohibitions or attended by unpleasant consequences in the event of non-
performance. It is precisely this freedom from all conditions that dis-
tinguishes the life in moksa from ordinary life :

FUTRAIE . RGO ; ST Teend T 9 |
(Madhva, B.S. iii, 3, 30.)
[Release can have meaning only when it is unconditioned and

does not involve bondage, or punishment for non-performance of a
desirable act.]

Unless some kind of activity were recognised, it would be difficult
to differentiate the liberated souls from stones and sticks despite the

2, gy gﬁ‘;ﬁaﬁ aﬁ—d;ﬁgl: (Mbh. X111, 18, 16.)

[Krsna is worshipped by the released, with sacrifices.]

23, Cf. ¢ yrarmE gad Maler aegery |
%waﬁ qf%ﬁﬁr.qmﬂﬁ Qﬁ' 1% || (Bhag. I, 7, 10.)

[Even the sages who are content in themselves, and free from bonds, culti-
vate motiveless Bhakti towards God. Such is the attraction of the Lord]
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reputed possession, by them, of intelligence. Such service as the freed
render to God is entirely voluntary and an end in itself :

“ grgaife g et aiwaEngsd |

Rargares win: feear f ar gq: |14 (Madhva, Brh. Up. com.)

Madhva has brought together certain texts?® bearing upon the nature

of life in the released state and these have been elucidated by the author
of Madhvasiddhantasaras ;—

(1) WPreiiist gata? |

(2) g TTgTmat graatta’® |

(8) ¥ FIfE FRITN? W Tgal q |

(4) ¥ gERI < g1 ' €y’ senfgmeRigE i |
(5) ¥ qETeggaRT TleE! Fat |

(B) ¥ ¢ TR RAT GHRT EIAATTT: |

() FaaesmEy Arfagaaa=a’? gaf-q |

24. Cf. ¢ grrqrrary gaam fFeiear oTqead (
FaRgE! aiminerggao afe” | (Bhag. 1, 7, 10)
25. Foil} gRIeT Aga:  (Mbh. XIIL 18, 6.)
‘g qef=q gmar g’ ®.V. X, 71, 10.)
¢ ggoaeq: o gaE RV X TL7)  COREMTERRD €1
grg (Teitt. Up. L, 10, 5) ¢ g g a0 S ST, .. (Chan. VI, 12, 3)
“ g Tt wEgEa: i qfid: |4 |
FRITIT TIEFT q1: g7 qrFaaar: ||
giewatagar §ar: K 98 qGL: |
SO gl TRy |
it 9{ ¥ gemag diE: |
freslg g RAAT i’ |
(Mahabharata, quoted in Av. ii, p. 29b.)
CqMARETE e g8 9T AEd |

X3 gEaEahn: o amgd shy || BV IX 113, 1)
26. Bombay, p. 161-2.
57, Chan. Up, VIIL 12, 3.
28. Ibid.
2. RV. X, 72, 1L
80, Taitt, Up. IIL, 10, 5.
a1, Mbh. XIII, 18, 6,
39, Chin. Up. VIIL 2, 1, and VIIL, 2, 1-10. and Saikara, BSB. IV, 4, 8.
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(8) ¥ gawE I3 |
(9) ¥ gEEat e RdTmarR® Ae |
(10) ¥=7 :magurvacﬁfﬁr e
(11) %= =l |
(12) F= qrafa aggi=a |
As individuality persists in Moksa : wfyarat a1 sRsqarar Jglesfagat
(Brh. Up. iv, 5, 14.), there must be some outlet for the energies of the
freed. Nor does scripture deny desires to the released. It is the desires
of a worldly nature that are denied :

e e ERT ARr TR AT |
SRR BT figqg g |
ATE AT, 7 3 R | (Av. i, p. 45.)

[By the term “Kama ye asya hrdi sthitah ”, the ruti speaks
of the destruction of only those desires that are rooted in the
Antahkarana, but not those which pertain to the inmost essence of
the soul. Otherwise the qualification “in the heart” (hrdi) would
be needless.]

All Theists recognise the persistence of personality in release.
Since souls are many, the plurality of selves must survive there too.
Since multiplicity without distinction would be inconceivable, Madhva
finds it easy to maintain that there is distinction based upon difference
in capacity, and endowment (yogyata), among the souls. One result of
this difference is the gradation in the bliss enjoyed by the various souls.
It is these distinctions which lie at the very root of the nature of each
soul, in short, the uniqueness of each, that help to distinguish one from
the other. All souls could not have put forth the same kind of effort, of
the same intensity or duration. It thus stands to reason that there must
be a proportionate difference in the nature of the rewards reaped by
them. There are highly evolved souls like those of Brahma, and the
other gods, whose spiritual perfection must certainly be greater® than
that of us mortals. And it cannot go in vain : ’

‘¢ gaIRy g TR FAOTR |
IFRa1 gt gt fFReda sarmaar ||
TR AW g NARSgEd: |
amigd g g4 afsa iieaar zaq |
g5:67 g6 IRAT GATHTAAT |

33. Ibid. VIII, 25, 2,
34. BS, 1V, 4, 12 and Sarhkara thereon,
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diqr A avTEEaiEEy |
AfeF=am Fat-d T s@iaisty = |
sciEs Qg FRenEd: #aq?

I T areiEFrETa guiey |

it afg ared grygeE: arad ga: ? )
(Anuvyakhyana, iii, p. 45-6.)

[Rudra performed severe penance in the salty sea for ten eons,
(kalpa), abandoning all pleasures and putting himself to great
hardship. Indra took in smoke for a crore of years with supreme
difficulty. The Sun-god performed penance with his head down-
wards, for ten thousand years. Yama, lying in the sky,
exposed himself to the heat of the Sun’s rays, for a thousand years.
Even the knowers of Brahman put forth further effort. How could
these things be reconciled were there no gradation in moksa ? It is
proper that there should be results in accordance with efforts. If
there be no proportionate increase in results why should men be so
eager to work more and more ?]

Again, the Sastras tell us that there are persons who work deli-
berately for their salvation as well as great Seers like Sanaka (Ekanta-
bhaktas) who love God for His own sake (and not for their salvation)
and even refuse the prospect of unity with Him.3® Surely, any theory
of Moksa, if it is to be balanced and thorough-going, must take note of
these differences:

afg arFd T Wi —

¢ qrafaas (g § saey > (Bhdg. iii, 15, 48.)

Fremal W eggalta Bhag, (Ibid,, iii, 25, 34))

cen e ren e v ene oo CECAAT |

ST T UG won vevverrasns W (i, 29, 13.)
s ghowgbesamfy @ig @@ s | dfussgfy wafy  exderefafy
waiesal ggiveauar &g P (Madhva, G.B. ii, 52.) ’

The nature and degree of bliss enjoyed by each soul is thus in
proportion to its natural fitness (yogyatd) and amount of preparation
(sadhana) .36 As between them and God there is already this difference
that they canrot take part in the cosmic functions of the Supreme

(BS. iv, 4, 17).

35. Bhigavata, iii, 29, 13.
36. The preparation itself depending ultimately on “ Yogyata”.
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This limitation is not impracticable as there is a God to control the
released : SqaRdaE: | It is of course needless for Him to issue a com-
mand to the effect for His wish is law to the released,’” not that He cannot
get such a commandment obeyed :

EAREMIEARMTRE 30 GeIF A — 1A § FW AW
(T.A. IIL 15, 2a.) gfysa: {1 (Madhva, B.S. iv, 2, 26.)

As in an ideally Communistic State, the released can be expected to
know what is good and best for them to do and they can also be trusted
to carry on their way, without encroaching upon one another’s province
or upon the liberties of God. They neither do nor can will what is
impossible of achievement or beyond their deserts. While it remains
true that all their desires come true, Madhva would explain that on no
occasion would they entertain a low or unholy desire or one beyond their
powers of achievement :—

gy ia-gaera) graeeqrafasafy |
OwAT 37 F@: GG AEREE g |
gaveET 39 qui FartEq sif Gy |
T g sy argrEa g | (BSB. iv, 4, 18)
T o, FEIRT TAGEAATY AT T (e - —
afg gant geufy aEFEE Wg—
¢ FrmitRqEcad TIE [Eeaa:)
7 f wfug geasly s i |
q 7 FWEET YA, §a: @[ gewiaar’\ (Nydyeviverana, iv, 4, 9.)

This is not certainly to exalt the souls above God ; for, an undictated
harmony (satyakamata) is the regular feature of Moksa. There is no
room for discord or jealousy over there. Each one has his reward and
each one feels-happy and full to the brim. Each is so much absorbed in
his own contentment that he has no thoughts to give to the disparity
between him and others. He sees nothing more than that every other
person also, is likewise happy and full to the brim: WiwmrEEafegmE!
(B.S. iv. 4, 22.). Madhva’s moksa is thus a philosophic Communism
come true. ’

One of the familiar objections to the admission of multiplicity with
difference [:EHIEF!I] in Moksa is that if there are differences and in-
equalities there, they would inevitably lead to jealousy and strife among
the souls and reduce the state of Moksa to the level of our own world.

37. Cf. “Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven”, (Bible).
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An obvious reply to this objection is that difference is consistent and
compatible with co-operation and goodwill also,—not merely with
conflict. Madhva goes a step further and argues that inequality by itself
cannot lead to strife. It is the feelings of jealousy and other bad passions
that are ultimately responsible for it, and as these are ruled out of Moksa,
difference or inequality cannot by themselves do any harm. There is
no guarantee either that equality would in all cases be an unmixed good.
We have any number of instances in the world of persons who are most
heartily jealous of their equals—who cannot tolerate the idea of another
man being their equal in wealth or fame : —

A Feqtan: gy A T q ¢

FERIAL: T 721 Gt Zar Ay |

TR I8 St | N0 TArT FIY

afx faivar g fEarasla g=a ¢ | (AV. iii, p. 47.)

Madhva is alone in admitting multiplicity with difference in Moksa.
Ramanuja admits multiplicity while denying the difference in enjoyment,
endowment or natural fitness (yogyatd). Of these two, Madhva’s seems
undoubtedly the more logical position. The Visistadvaitin is pledged to
the equality of all souls and God in the matter of lordliness and bliss.
Equality is more often the synonym of similarity. Yet no two things are
ever exactly similar. What then distinguishes one soul from another ?—
espec1a11y when all of them are “ Saccidanandasvariipas”. The idea of

“ gvariipa-bheda ” without “ Svariipa-vaicitrya or Visesa ”, is impossible.
There is thus no escape from “ Svartpa-taratamya ” or at least * Svartpa-
vaicitrya”, if one is keen on preserving the plurality of souls.
“ Anandatiratamya ” would thus appear to be a sensible deduction from
“ Svariipa-vaicitrya ”.

Every released soul is perfect in its own way ; but all souls are not
equally perfect, nor are they equal to God. Release does not ‘confer upon
them pervasive universality, in place of their former finitude and indi-
viduality. Since the soul is always and by nature, finite and dependent
on God, and of limited powers of understanding, it remains so even in
release.3 Release is only from the cycles of births and deaths and not
also from the essence of self-hood.

38, Cf. gwiggeEmaarg (BS. 13 2)
TEAqRIS]  (BS IV, 4, 17)
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Na khalu kavitamanah ka nah ksatih pathi Gautame
na ca paricayah Kanade va KumariladarSane |
api Gurumate $astresv anyesv apl’ha tathapi nah
phalati vijayam sarvatra Sri yati$varagiséramah | 3

Ya$ cakara Yatirajabharaticittavrttisu param pariSramam

tasya vaidikasada$Sikhdamaner agratah kva paravadi-
" sambhavah || 4

Anyatra vyavahirato na bhavati vyutpattir anyatra va
kascit karyadhiyah katham vyavahared itthafi ca niSciyate |
sabdah kiryapara iti Srutir atas tatrai’'va manam punah

praimanyam katham a$nuvita parinispanne pare Brahmani || 5

Yah prabodhi parehaya’pavarake dandas sthito bodhyatam
caitraye’ti sa tasya bodhanasamudyukto yad fice vacah |
etaccestitabhedavit taditaro miiko yatha’karnayan

balah khalv idam asya bodhakam iti vyutpattim abhyasyati || 6

Angulya nirdisadbhir ghatamukham akhilam vastu
tattad bruvadbhih

tacchabdarhs tadvibhaktir api ca taducite gocare ptirvavrddhaih |
pitradyai$ Siksamana$ sisava iha muhus svatmanam tattadartha-

jhanam tacchabdamatrasravanata uditam preksya jananti
Saktim || 7

Bhitant’ti padena vastvdvagatau satyam imani’ti yad
gayantyam akhile§varo’gani jagajjanmadibhir laksanaih |
tend’darsi vicitratai'va jagatas srjyasya tend’pi tat-

srastur brahmana ujvald gunagana jighasyatdhetavah || 8
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Asye’ty uddisya sautram padam atha tad acintyadibhasyam
vivavre

tattanmanaprasiddham jagad abhidadhati tadvicitratvam aha |
$rauti’ sautr’damuktis tv iti hrdi nidadhat tatra cad’cetanamse

vaicitrim dha plrvam padam atha niyate ty adikam
cetanamse || 9

Karyatvat ghatavat sakartr vimatam ksityadi karyaf ca tat
sarvam savayavatvats sa bhagavan adhara siddhantatah |

ity etan na ghateta viSvajanane yat kartrkalaikyayoh
karyatvavyabhicaribhedagananad dhetoh virodho’thava || 10

Yat kalpana-laghima-lalasa-manasanam
kartraikyasiddhir iti nd’daraniyam etat |
tadvyaptim eva hi runaddhi sakartrkatvam

kim kalpyate laghimasampadam ipsamanaih || 11

Ksmadav amsini karanantaragane yatne’py adrste tanau
pakse drstaviriipata‘stv aparadha kalpya na kartary api |
se’'vam nyayapathaprahina-yugapat-sargaksayau ne’ksitau
sarvasye’ha na kalpanaparikaras tan nd'numeyah parah || 12

Nityam ksityadi sarnsam bhavad api ghatatam karananam
paresam

vyéopérah kartrapeksjvidhura iha bhavatv asya kartuh
prayatne |

nd’peksye dhicikirse tanubhrta iha ca’drstam Iste vidhdtum

karyam dehi daviyan api srjatu jagadvarsma dréyetarad va || 13
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Drstanugunyavirahad iha kalpanidnam

asam asiddhir iti ced api kartari syat |
janmakramena dadrse jagatah ksayo va

klpti$ ca dar$anava$ad anayos tatha syat || 14

Dhik Kaumariladarsanavyasaninah Prabhakaraprakriya-
vikrantin api hanta nathavidhuram visvarn jagaj jalpatah |
dure karanadosabadhakadhiyor nathe pumarthe svatah-

pramanyarn na katharh bhajanti vidhivan mantrartha-
vadoktayah || 15

Chandogye kecid dhur disatir uta tam adésam apraksya ity a-

tra’npurvas ti’padesam prakatayati sato na pra$astirn gha-
nantah |

no kartary asti karmany agani ghafi iha satkartréastau
na karma

syat syat karmopade$e tad idam uditam adesa-
vaco’padeSyam || 16

Atra briimah prasdstim vadati disir asav nmukho no’padesam
sastau so’tiprasiddho na hi para iha cd’peksitarthaprasangah |
yukto’sadharanoktya ghafi agani karane’py atra \.7aiva‘k§ikatvam
$abdoktam karakanan nanu karanataya kartari syad

vivaksa || 17

Sasthya’nyatvam avedi nai’nam avadat $loko na ca’fiatatd
jRatasya’sya tathapi na'vayavita tasya'nya atma érutah |
$odhyatvad ca vikiraviacakavacas tad brahma puccham bhaven-

na tv dnandamayas sa ca’nnamayavat ko$o bahih kathyate || 18
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Pullinganta-pradhana-prakrta-paravaco-rupanafi cd’py ananyaih

$lokah puccham na cd’hus svarasam api hi nas sitram
anyo’ntaro na |

sastyadi§ ca’msabhavan niravadhikataya ripanad dnurtpyat

paryayatvad ananyatmakavacanataya pucchahetuh
parastah || 19

Kapis tv adityah karh pibati kiranair ity api kapir
babhasti’ty &mnatas sa kapir amuna’stam yad iha tat |
pratimah kapyasam divasakara-tejovikasitah

sa padmas $rimatvad agani bhagavaccaksurupama || 20

Nalam kapir bhavati kam pibat?ti tasmin
yasyd’sa dsanam usanti manisinas tat |
kapyssam ujvalam udaram idam sarojam
caksur nidarSanam udiritam i$varasya || 21

Kam udakam iha pyaso yasya’sanam yadi vo'dbhavah
kavibhir uditam kapyasam tad gabhirajalodayat . |
Sisiramadhuram Srimaddamodaraksinidaréanam
bhavati nalinam luptakaras tv apih pihitadivat || 22

Kapyasam bhanubimbam haribhajanapadam hrisarojafi ca
yadvat

tadvac co’pasakaksidvayam iti tu na sat tatra yat pundarikam
gaunam tasyaksini ity ubhayapadanirakanksati’nadarend’

- py adhyaharas samanadhikrtapadagatityaktir trdhvam
taduktih || 23
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Kascij jalpati markatasya jaghanam kapyédsam aksnpor ayam
drstantah katham isyate bhagavatas saty eva gatyantare |
samanadhikaranyam atra padayoh praptam kutas tyajyate
padmail ced viSinasti tatsadrsi tacchabdas tu gaunas tava || 24

Daravikasitarh padmam kapyasam &ha gatis tv iyam
bhavati bhagavaccaksur drstantapankajasangata |

tad api ca na sat tasminn arthe yato no tu kutracit
tadavayavasas sarhhatya va padath vyudapadyata || 25

Satsv arthesu samiritesu caturah kapyasavacas trayo
gambhirambha iti prakrtya bhagavad-Ramanujangikrtah |
tatsvikarabahiskrtas taditare heyas trayas tadvida

$lokais sadbhir amibhir ittham uditas so'yam vibhago
maya -|| 26

Gayatri nama sdmasrutidirasi param jyotir adhyéasi siddhyac-

catuspadyan tu bhiutaksititanuhrdayais sadvidharn
tadvidhabhih |

ganatranadikabhis Srutigatavacanavyaktibhedat tu siddha

vakpranoktih parartha svarasanigamanasrutyadhinam
tad etat || 27

Tamo nama dravyarh bshulaviralam mecakacalam
pratimah kenapi kvacid api na badha$ ca dadrSe |
atah kalpyo hetuh pramitir api $abdi vijayate
nirdlokarh caksuh prathayati hi taddar§anavasat || 28
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Bhiimakhyah Purusottamo yad adhikam Brahme’ha
satyahvayam

pranakhyad avaratmanas tu balatas tadjfiadhikas satyavit |

yas satyam vadati’ti vag gamayitum na hy agnihotryantaram

$aknoti prakrtagnihotryavagamad bhangas tu Sabdaériyah || 29

Asvarasyacatustayam paramate yac chabdalingavyatha

tasminn ity anapeksaya vyavahite hrtpundarike’nvayah |

apy akanksitakimavedanavidhiksepas svapakse dvayam.

yac chabdasya yad aikasesyam api ya tatrai’kavadbhavita || 30

Patutaravigrahadi vahatarh bhavatapavatam
bhagavadupasanarn divisadam api sambhavati |

na tu Satam arthavadavacasam api mantragiram

vidhivad iha praminam apadosam apumprabhavam || 31

Stutiparam adyam atra nijasadhya-vidheyaruci-
prajananasiddhaye svavacaniyagunadaravat |

tad itaratha na siddhyati vidhisv iva tattvavidam
katham asatd gunena kathitena nutir bhavati || 32

Atha manavo vidheyaparibodhana-karyamulkhad-
vidhim upakurvate hi divisadvapuradidhiyam |
upajanayanta enam upakartum alam khalu te
katham iva devatadhiyam upaiti vapurvidhura || 33
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Atha suranara-tiryak-sthavaratma-prapafica~
prajanana-gananadsu chandasim antabhage |
Prakatataram adhitd vigraha devatanam

avakalaya gatifi co’pasanaprakriyasu || 34

Nigamasatanidanair devatavigrahadi

sphutataram itihdsair dharmasastraih puranaih |
api gaditam anantopasane’syd’dhikarah

tad ayam amaravargah tatphaldrthi samarthah || 35

Sarnsthanarn kalaya’krtirm tv anugatam tavat pratimo hi tat
briima$ cd'param apy adar§i na tatha paksantare jatisu |
yadvad gotvapurassarisu dhisana bahvisu sadharani

Jatir jatir it'drsi phanitir apy evam madiye pathi || 36

Eka vyaktisu bhiyasisv anugatad purni prativyakti ya
sarmsthanad apard niradinidhana sa jatir asthiyatjm |
gaur gaur ity anuvrttabuddhivacasi no ced ghatete katham

vyutpatti§ ca katham gavadivacasarh vyaktisv asankhyasu
nah || 37

Atra brimah pratimah kimapi kim aparam vastu sasnadimatvad-
gotvan némé’nuvrttavya’vahrtivisayarh tad dhi tadrksam aiksi |
gotva’jatva’svatadisv anugatam aparam vastu jatisv aneka-
sv ekam jatyadisabda-vyavahrtighatakam jativade kim

tce || 38
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Anyasya’dar§anena vyavahrtighatanasya’'nyathai'vo’papattya

kalpyatva’sambhavena'py ubhayasamaya-sangitasamsthava-
lambi |

yukto jatyadisabdas susadrg iha mithas s hy anusylitadhivag-

vyutpattyarhai’'va yadrk parasamayamatam &krtim sa
vyanakti || 39

Abhavasyd’bhavo bhavati khalu bhavah paramate

ghatader apy evam kathaya kim abhavo na bhavati |
ghatasya pradhvarmso bhavati hi kapalatvam aparas

tv abhavah pindatvam kim iha dadr$e kificid aparam || 40

Samsargabhivam evam vidur iha sudhiyo bhavam eva tv a-
bhavam

manvanah kumbhavad bhutalata itarabhtibhagabhedas
tv abhavah |

yas tattatkalabheda-vyatikarita-grha-pranganadi-pradesah

kumbhabhavasrayo'nyair agani sa itha nah kva’dhikasyo’
palambhah || 41

Sac ca tyac ce’ti srstva visasi cidacitau tena co’kto’si visvam

tvajjatvat tvallyanatvat tvam iti ca nikhilam tvaccharirarm
kile’ti |

tais tai$ &astrair abhedavyavahrtihrdayam vistrndnair
nirasta

bhedabhedav abhedamn bhramam api Bhagavan ! karanam
kalpayantah || 42

Unnitarh Guruna’runadhikarane na hye’kahayany agad
arunyanvayam abhidhahikam api tv dksepatah prapa tam |
yad brute’runaye’ti kevalagunarm vagdravyanirde§avad

vakyasthanagiras tu karakavibhaktyanta mithas
sangatah || 43
3
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Arunadhikaranasaranis samagani Ramanujaryamunibhir ya |
ucite’yam anuciti’nya parisadi vidusar sphutibhavati || 44

Upatte’pi dravye visadrSavibhaktivyapagamat

prakrtya vaiSistyarn parinamati khalv dkrtinayat |
vibhaktis tv arthaikyarm prathayati samanai’va padayoh
tririipa sa sankhyanvayam iva diset karakadhiyam || 45

Adav Iévaradattayai’va purusas svatantryasaktya svayam
tattajfidnacikirsanaprayatanany utpadayan vartate |
tatro’peksya tato'numatya vidadhat tannigrahanugrahau

tattatkarmaphalam prayacchati punas sarvasya purso
harih || 46

Duskarmasv anivartananumanane purnsah karoty acyutah
svatantryena niranku$ena saguna$ §rutya na doso hareh |
drsta$ carisu nigraho gunataya loke na dosatmana

na syad asrayasiddhir aupanisadam no cet pramanam
vacah || 47

Duskarmavyavasayatas tu virato yas tasya purhsah purd
bhiyojanmasamarjitany aéa.nitény agamsy anadrtya yat |
tasyanantasukhiptaye ca yatate laksmisahayas svayam
tatkdrunyapurassaro gunaganas tasyd’'yam ujjrmbhate | 48

Adau bhedasrutinam arlrtavisayatad laksana cai’kyavacam
direnai’'va prahdnam tadubhayaghatanatatparanaii ca vacam {
pratyaksadipramana-svarasagatibatis tarkabadha$ ca bhiyat
mayavade tad etat sakalam itaratha Laksmanacaryapakse || 49
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APPEARING FOUR TIMES A YEAR.
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Asst. Editor: A. N. Krisuna Arvancar, M.A., L.T.
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Life Subscription Rs. 100

or $ 50
or £ 10
Per Annum Single Copy
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A high class monthly devoted to the solution
of spiritual problems, and to the study of religion,
-philosophy and culture of all countries, from the
liberal and catholic point of view embodied in the

life and teachings of Ramakrishna-Vivekananda.
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F.M.S., U.S.A. and Europe.
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Sh. 8, per annum. Its subscribers get several of
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The Manager

VEDANTA KESARI
Mylapore, Madras.
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