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ANTI-SACRIFICE LEAGUE,
PALAMCOTTAH.

Sacrifice of animals in name religion is remnant of

barbarism.
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FROM 21—7—193%.
THE PRESIDENT.
ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE,

o ‘SWARAJ BHAWAN,” ALLAHABAD.
T

THE SECRETARY,
ANTI-ANIMAL SACRIFICE LEAGUE,
PALAMCOTTAH (S. INDIA.)
Dear Sir,

I am grieved to learn that it is proposed to offer
animal sacrifice in temples. 1 think that such sacrifices
.are barbarous and they degrade the name of religion.
T trust that the authorities of the temple will pay heed
to the sentiments of cultured people in this matter and
refrain from such sacrifices.

(Sd) JAWAHARLAL NEHRU.
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Resolution :—Committee considers that animal Sacri-
fice in the name of the deity is highly reprehensible
unsastric and uncivilised and derogatory to humanity.

(8d) Medai Dalavei Kumaraswamy Mudaliar.
President.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING
OF TUTICORIN

under the auspices of

The Saiva Siddhantha Sabah, Tuticorin
(Established: 1888)
on 25—7—’37 under the Presidency of

M. R. Ry. M. A. Perumpadayan Pillai Avl., B. A, B. L.

Vakil, Tuticorin.
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np. Fruraidsar siilt.gBe aswarsti fesplappus
LR,
(Sd.) M. A. Perumpadayan Pillai,
President.

(True copy.)
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Supplement to Sentamrl Selvi—19-8-37

Animal Sacrifice Given Up.

The barbarous practice of sacrificing animals and fowls to Gods
and Goddesses is in vogue among some of the backward classes of
Hindus. TItis unfortunate that a few members of higher classes
also associate themselves with such practices either with some
selfish motives or with a desire to pander &o the taste of the lower
classes.

One of such inhuman practices is the practice of sacrificing a
buffalo, a pregnant pig and a pregnant sheep once in 12 years to
Ayirathamman in Palamecottah. This practice, though quite recent
usually attracts large crowds from the whole district.

To prevent that sacrifice has been the earnest endeavour of the
enlightened public for some time past. Twelve years ago, they
formed themselves intoa Society called “THIRU NERI THONDAR
KULAM.” This Society and the Saiva Sabha, Palamecottah, stirred
up a strong agitation against it. But it proved futile.

This year, the sacrifice was proposed to be made in February
but the promoters of the obscene rite, postponed it to July as they

apprehended opposition from the intelligent public and wanted
t0 lull it asleep,

But the public once again banded themselves into a league
called “Anti-Animal Sacrifice Lieague” and set up a very strong
agitation against the proposed sacrifice. The Saiva Siddhanta
“ Society, Tinnevelly, the S.P. C. A., Tinnevelly, The South Indian
. Hunianitarian League, Madras and the Saiva Sabha, Palamecottah
joiried hands with the Tieague and worked whole-heartedly for the
success of the movement. Liecturers were got down from the North

J " with a view to convert the minds of the people of both sexes of all

classes to the idea of giving up the sacrifices and thus create a very
strong public feeling in favour of the movement. Bajana parties
and processions were taken out. Magic Lantern lectures were



2

delivered. 'Wall posters and leaflets were distributed and a large
section of the public became sympathetic with the movement. The
s&er1ﬁcers a,ttempted to frighten away the promoters by thleabg :
ridicule and the use of physical foree. But undaunted, the Leadue
and its associates did their duty and at last the Tinnevelly Circle
Temple Committee and the Trustee of the Ayirathamman Temple
were approached. The Committee sympathised with the move-
ment and passed a resolution that “Sacrifices in the name of the
deity is. highly reprehensible unsastric and wuncivilised and
derogatory humanity.”

A telegram was received from Mahatma Gandhi as follows :
“Saerifice of animals in the name of religion is remnant of bar-
barism.” = Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru wrote as follows:— “I am
grieved to learn that it is prepared to- affer - animal sacrifice in
temples. I think that such sacrifices are barbarous and they
degrade the name of religion. 1 trust that the authorities of the
temple will pay heed to the sentiments of cultured people in this
matter and refrain from such sacrlﬁces Mr. Muthuranga Mudaliar
also sent a sympathetic message.

A1l these failed to satisfy a small clique that was in favour of
the sacrifice. As public feeling was running high against the -
preformance of the Sacrifice and it was apprehended that any
attempt by the minority to perform the Sacrifice may be mttended
by a serious breach of the peace, orders under section 144 Cr. P.
C. were passed by the Sub-magistrate and served upon the chief
leaders of the sacrificers and thus the sacrifice was stopped.. The
Lieague conducted the festival on the last day bearlng the subse-
quent expenses.

| \
It is hoped that the legislature would take ea,rly steps to stop

- such 1nh11man and barbarous sacrifices.

Palamcottah.

Perumal West Car St;;) - : -
S. SATHANANTHAM.
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