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Editor’s Preface

This little book is one of the fruits of the privil-
eges extended to me by the University Grants Commis-
sion, in utilising my services under the Retired Teachers’
Scheme. To the University Grants Commission, there-
fore, my grateful acknowledgements are due. My thanks
are also due to Shri. V. Vinayaga Perumal, Professor of
Tamil, University College, Trivandrum, without whose
encouragement my work under the scheme would not
have been so satisfying. I also herewith take the oppor-
tunity of thanking all the Tamil writers of rephte,
critics, and my colleagues and students, whose scholar-
ship has contributed the material of the following
pages, and whose co-operation has been of priceless
assistance to me in the gathering, and study, and
discussion, of the information here presented. Needless
to say, all this has been of great ¥alue to ‘me in'the
preparation of my own work, in collaboration with my
wife, on ‘A Survey of Tamil Literature,” which the
University Grants Commission has been pleased to assign
to me.

This volume is a compilation of research papers,
most of which were written and read at the seminars
conducted by me in the University College Tamil Depart-

ment. They were generally well-attended and were of -
obvious interest to the Tamil optional students of the
college as well as the local writers in Tamil. We con-
ceived the idea, therefore, of printing, at our own
expense, a selection of that material, for the benefit of
Tamil students and lovers of Tamil literature. The
papers read by writers and critics from outside the
coliege campus take wp the first part of the book,
and the second part is the work of scholars within the



campus. Let me express the hope, shared by all the
contributors, that it will be of real use in stimulating
a ' general interest in Tamil literature as well' as ' pro-
viding a great deal of information about the Tamil lite-
rary world, especially in modern times.

A special word of thanks is due from us all - the
Tamil Research Association, University College, to the .
proprietors of The Thasor Press, Nagercoil, for bringing
out this book, and also to Shri. K. K. Sundara Sobitha Raj,
one of my former students, now doing research in the
University Department of Tamil, Kerala, for his kind
interest in proof-reading and general help in this
publication. :

Trivan drum, _
6-—10—1978. ' do C. JESUDASAN
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