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‘and claimed all literary honors to themselves. In or«q}

der to humble the pride of the professors, he wrote an
ethical poem, under the title of Kural (& ger), and re- -
pairing to the College asked them to review it as judges
of poetical eomposition, that he may have a seat on
their College bench in case it was approved. %m-
fessors at first scorned at the idea of a Pafiah-born
poet offering himself as a competitor for a seat with
them, but a,fterwardsi‘v'vhen he drew them into a con-
test and completly vanquished them, they not only
approved his work and gave him the desired seat, but
also conferred on him several honorary titles, such as,
Deivapulaver (@siadiear) the divine poet, Mu-
detpavaler (@pzpurae i) ‘the first of poets; Peruna-

veler (Qu@sraierr) the great poet, ete. A legend would 4

have it that the professors were so semsible of their

. discomfiture, that unable to survive it, they all drowned

themselves in the pond in the mneighbourhood of the
College, but this is not confirmed by other accounts.
Nothing further is known of Tiruvalluver which can

£

be relied upon, execpting that some time after his re-

turn to Mailaptr, he was visited with a severe domes-
tic calamity by the death of his wife to whom he was

 tenderly attached and it so deeply affeoted his' mind
‘that secluding himself from society, he devoted the

remainder of his life to religious comtemplation. - It is

«said that while lying sleepless and agitated, on the

night following his weife’s death, he ejaculated extem-
pore the foMowing verse ; :
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