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INTRODUCTION

I have had the privilege of reading in proof the
latest critical appreciation of ¢Nedunalvadai’ (the long
bracing North wind) of Poet Nakirar by Mr. K. Kodanda-
pani Pillai, Deputy Collector of the Madras Provineial
Civil Service. Unlike the superficial and supercilious
amateur Dilettanti whose purblind eyes and bankrupt
minds are beauty and poetry-proofs, Mr. Pillai is &
widely read scholar with real catholic culture, cosmo-
politan sympathies and refined tastes.

His present approach to the famous Ode of Nakirar
is as profound as it is novel at least in Tamil literary
criticism. His critigue is mot of the common brand of
of jejune generalities and unmeaning superficialities .
but is a daringly or1g1nal dissertation, provoking and
challenging thought. It refreshingly reveals his W1de
scholarship, deep thinking and discerning. crltlcal acumen.
on the one side and his varied and versa.tﬂe ta]ents and
m&sterly grasp of human psychology on the othel He
readily enters into the moods of the master-poet and
1um1nously expounds with consumma.te skill hJ.s terse
and delicate touches and superbly eluswe suggestlons
He educes, enunciates and elaborates every emotion a,nd;
ruling pa,ssxon of the dlﬂ'erent cha.ra.cters in the poem,

After clearing: the ground with a few' prellmma.ry
and necessary . observations and suggestions, he goes
directly. to deal with the dominant ' theme and the
intricate and..intriguing situations depicted by. the
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marvellous .genins of Nakirar with hig serene naivete
and superb economy of words. He first remarks and
invites attention to the opening scenes and surroundings
the poet creates for the drama and denouement staged in
‘his masterpiece. Their apt and appropriate harmony
with the attitudes and ouflook of the hero and heroine of
this exquisite poem is felicitously and briefly explained.
"Then, the curtain is raised op the scene in the winter-
«camp of the Hero-warrior—the great Pandiyan Nedun-
chelian-—on & wet and windy, dark and drizzling night.
The king is seen on the stage, not mooning or moaning
in bed for his lack-luxury camp life, nor brooding over
deferred victory or suffered reverses; but active on his
legs, visiting and consoling his wounded soldiers in their
straw sick-beds escorted by a single torch-bearer, the
‘Chief Commander and accompanied by the adjutant
colonels and capfains as lovingly as by the devoted
fighting mammoth elephants and other beasts. He was
profoundly unperturbed by the beating rain, slushy mire
or chill north wind and pitch dark night, thoroughly un-
conscious of his kingly state and discomforts. He was
alert and alive only to the sufferings of his faithful
followers, regardless of their ranks, who were mauled
and mutilated in battling for his sake and fighting under
his flag. The critic compares this portrait of Nakirar's
Hero with those of dther great warrior-kings in similar
sifuations sketched by other poets like Napputhanar of
yore and later Kamban of epic fame. Those pictures
featured equally illustrious wartior-kings—but one
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depressed by defeat and designing for victory and the
other sullenly gnashing his teeth in mortification for his
humbled pride and eating his very heart out for smart-
ing shame. Their love was self-centred and so with
wounded amour propre they brooded over reverses and
bewailed their ill-luck which they could not stand,
Nakirar’s Hero is serene in dauntless majesty and his
royal heart thrilled in unison with and in universal
sympathy for the sorrows and sufferings not of himself
.or his loving kinsfolk, not even of his loyal dependents
alone, but of the entire sentient world. In his love-lorn
lonely camp life, even when he was merely vegetating
under the winter weather which entailed a truce of his
Dbattling ardonr, he did not turn his heart with any
single thought to his most-loved queen who was pining
for him in the distant capital, feeling forlorn in the
midst of a multitude of loving maids and coaxing mothers
and of royal pomp and unparalleled luxury of the peer-
less palace of the farfamed Pandians. Such was the
sstandard of devotion to public duty that it eschewed and
#tabooed all distractions of every kind which might lead
to any dereliction; that was the ideal of the Tamil
'savant in times of yore. Never once is any hero to be
found in literature as inclining to, and much less
indulging in love musings in camp, not at least till the
campaign ends and the men are free to revert to their
personal loves. The critic essays to show that Nakirar
50 idealizes his Hero as to sort him out to be of a distinct
<category of selfless supermen in sharp contrast with the
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plebeian proletariate typified in the poem by the timid.
helpless shivering shepherds on the one hand and with
the self-seeking brawny knights and pleasure-hunting
Bacchanalian warriors on the other.

Our critic then beckons us to the royal palace
where the chaste Pandian Penelope was pining for her
absent lord. Here again he shows that Nakirar compares
and contrasts three types of women: one class represents
the ordinary pious simple Hindu wives commonly
contented, yet susceptible of joy and sorrow in life;
a second set comprises the gay self-adoring belles who
love to be admired and languish when neglected. To
the third uncommon order of pure-hearted lofty-souled
matrons' ‘who lose themselves in their love for their
husbands and live for them alone, belongs the paragon
Queen of the Hero-King. Her lofty love for the lord of
her heart makes her pensive and pining and fills her
with' anxious’grief for his absence in the battleficld. Yok
on a sudden flash caused by a casual look on s painting:
of the lascivious moon-god and his favourite voluptuous
wife and with sound reflection she suddenly recognizes
the ignoble element of her selfish love that longs for her
lover for''her own sake, and the lofty nobility of hig
devotion for his public and kingly duty which keeps him:
away ﬁghtih@‘the enemies of ‘his people’s peace. And
from t_hat'_’_ver'y instant, she sinks her selfish grief
and seretiely ‘rises to live up to his devoted ideal of
universal unselfish love and of service to all, as such a
Hero's' coxisort should be.** it o o
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He concludes his monograph with a fine and
- eloquent emphasis with which he endeavours to show
that Nakirar's exquisite poem enshrines a magnificent
philosophy of self-sacrificing universal love as the basic
and governing principle of peace and of the happy
- kingdom of God on earth. He elaborates thig thesis,
namely, all love which starts from self glows into divine
grandeur only when it outgrows its limitations and
blossoms into selfless universality. ' He clinches his view
by deducing or trying to deduce from the poem that
Nakirar purposely makes animals, birds and even plants
in the background to incline to transcend their natural
mating and propagating instincts and tendencies. This
1s a very original, if bold, thesis and our critic endeavours:
not merely to indicate but also to develop and demon:
strate by apt quotations from the poem and by lavishly
laying almost all classics, ancient and modern, under
contrlbutlon in support of hlS view. ' 2

* X, ma.y be posmble to differ from some of hls
mterpretatlons but it is difficult to withhold admu‘a.tlon
for the gcientific a.na.lyms of his data and the consumma.te
synthesus of deductions which point to-the new phll&
sophic moral of this exquisite Ode of Nakirar.

g Malaynham .
Pasuma.lm

S. 8. BHARATHL



APPRECIATION

K. Subrahmanya Pillai, m.A., ML,
Professor of Tamil

Annamalai University, Annamalainagar

Dear friend,

Although I got your book a month back, I was able
10 look into it only a few days ago. It gave me exfreme
delight to peruse your peerless criticism of the poem
Nedunalvadai and unique appreciation of the poet,
Nakkirar. It is an intellectual treat in short and pithy
sentences of great force and beauty. You have grasped
the central idea of the poem and fixed it as the tie of
pure universal love binding all living beings together and
springing from pain rather than pleasure. In the light
.of that idea your exposition of the poet’s mind as touch.
ing upon the subtlest in human natare and in all nature,
is strikingly superb. The Tamil world is deeply indebted
o you for your excellent work on a novel plan. I hope
you ywill enrich our literature with further masterly
productions as this.

Yours gincerely,

15th October, } (8d.) K. SUBRAHMANYA PILLAI

1943. Professor of Tamil.
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