















































6 Y. SUNDARA RAMA SASTRY

undertook an expedition against the Kadambas. The fact is a clear
evidence to the time and achievements of Simhavarman,

A close study of the Kadamba history in relation to the Pallava
would illustrate the point, in unmistakable terms, The Kadambas of
the Kanarese country were divded into two lines and began to quarrel:
among themselves, after Kakusthavarmao. The main branch conti--
nued to rule from the city of Vaijayantiand the other had, apparently,
ruled from Triparvata.i8 Some of the inscriptions of the main branch.
clearly report about their victory over the Triparvata branch.

Mrgésavarman, the son and successor of santivarman in the
main line, claimed?? to have uprooted the family of the Gapgas and:
proven to be the fire of destruction to the pallavas, His son and suc-
cessor was Ravivarman, who had also similar claims for victory over
the Pallavas. He is said to have defeatnd a Pallava king, named
Candadanda and also kings like Visnuvarman, 0

Visnpuvarman, who was defeated by Ravivarman was a member-
of the rival Kadamba line of Triparvata. The statement that Ravivar--
man defeated kings like Visnuvarman indicates that there were some
other members also that suffered the defeat of whom the Pallava.
king Candadanda has already been referred to.

The conjectures and surmises about the  identification af the-
Pallava king Candadanda may now be dispensed with, as we are in:
definite knowledge about Simhavarman’s participation in Karnataka
politics from the Sakrepatna plates. The king must be same with;
Candadanda. The record if studied together with the Penugonda
plates of Madhavavarman and the Kandamba records metioned above-
give the picture of the political alliance between the ruling families-
of the period. The Western Ganga king Harivarman (or Ayyavarman)-
and Vispuvarman of the Triparvata branch of the Kadambas must
have formed an alliance. Simhavarman, or Candadanda must have-
~ supported and perhaps, led the confederacy. The Pallavas were the-

traditional supporters of the Western Gangas agamst the Kadambas*
and the latter’s allies, namely the Banas. The division in Kadamba-
kingdom seems to have specially promised the Pallavas, a right .
opportunity to reduce the former’s power.

Itihas-VII, 2,



THE EARLY PALLAVA KING SIMHAVARMAN II AND HIS TIMES 7

As the Sakrepatna plates indicate. the confederacy Victoriously
-marched upto the banks of the river Maudgali. But the Situation
-must bave turned against them later on, as the circumstantial evidence
points out, It may not be improbable to suppose that the Pallava
king and his western Gapga ally lost their lives in the battle. The
Kadambas of Vaijayanti, seems to have reduced their junior branch
.of Tri parvata to vassalage.

Under these circumstances, the son and successor of the
Pallava king Simhavarman, namely Skandavarman ascended the throne
-of Kapci and also had to come to the rescue of the Western Gapga
.ally, Madhavavarman. The Gapga king married a Kadamba princess
of Triparvata branch, who was the daughter of Simhavarman and
-sister of Krspavarman II.

These alliances ard expeditions, though ultimately ended in
-disaster, speak the greatness of Simhavarman as a master of war and
diplomacy. It is signifiicent to note in this context, that both the
.aliies, the Western Ganga and the Kadamba kings named their sons
.after the Pallava suzerain 4! The defeat and death of Simhavarman
might not have affected the Pallava kingdom, because of his strong
-gystem of administration, that can be understood from the title
Candadanda, borne by him.

These events, suggest clearly thht Simhavarman II has to be
.assigned to the middle of the fifth century A. D. Hence, Dr. Ramesan’s
theory of dating the king to abaut A. D. 350, or distinguishing him
from the homonymous of the Lpkavibhaga colophon are not accept-
able. Mahargja Simhavarman, whom Dr. Ramesan has taken to be
the king of the colophon and mentioned in the Udayéndiram plates,
is actually a member of the Nellore-Guntur branch of the Pallavas.
“The identifiication of Simhavarman with the overlord of the Western
‘Ganga king Ayyavarman, is supported by the statment in the Vesanta
‘charter itself, but overlooked by Dr. Ramesan. The rceord describes
the king as the avasanna rajavains-odharana savyaparah.*> This state-
ment doubtlessly points out the part played by Simhavarman in the
‘Ganga-Kadamba politics of Karpataka.
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EARLY HISTORICAL VESTIGES AT VIJAYAWADA
AND SOME TRIMURTI CULT PLAQUES

-were found. The inculsion of Sgrya in this scheme should therefo
reasonably be taken as a post-7th century A. D. development.

Coming to the Brahmanical caves of Vijayawada, in particular,
'we have shown how a simple vihara of Buddhistic origin was suitably
appropriated by cutting cells and niches at the rear rock face and
intermediary wall portions to place varlous divinities, predominantly

_saiva also emphasizing the syncretism underlying the Valshnava and
_sakta elements.

The foundations for this religious upheaval appears to have
been well laid by the Ikshvakus (3rd Century A. D.) of sri-parvata
Vijayapuri, who were the most blessed devotees of Karttkeya. We
find separate dévakulas and Prasadas housing the various Brahmanical
‘deities, like Kartikeéya, Dévaséna, Durga and the great God siva
-conceived as idahadeva, Pushphabhadra, Nodagisvara and so on.
“A unique temple complex described as Sarvvadevadhivasam2® (abode
of all gods), was found to contain smaller shrines at the southern and
.yeeastern wings, fronted by a multi-storeyed(salavaravaram)pavillion on
columns and a spaciovs porch (bhadra), the entire complex termed
-aptly in the inscription as srivis@lam.

With the heralding of a new political order under the
-salankayana, Vishpukundi, Early Pallava and Vengi-Chalukya
dynastics, there was a spurt of activity resulting in the building of
temples of a variety of Bramanical deities, big and small. This trend
_got soon consolidated under the esoterism of Shanmata cult, later on.

The syncretic plaques from Andhra, on their present showing,
‘though meagre and unevenly distributed, are sufficient indicators to
track the nature of this cult and its ramifications. However, in later
times this Shanmata (six fold) deities were scen nicely represented
-at Ellora (Ganéshlena) in Western Deccan and at the Pallaya rock-cut
lower caves of the time of Mahéndra (I) at Triuchirapalli in farther
~south??, where other deities were superimposed over an existing
Trimurti scheme introduced for the first time in Tamil country, again
'by Mahendra Pallava himself, at Mandagapattu cave temple.
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| VIJAYAWADA : MOGALARAJAPURAM :

A : Brick Stupa over the hill top of Cave No. 5
B: Close view of cut-out monolithic Stupa,



VIJAYAWADA : MOGALARAJAPURAM :

A
B

General view of the rock-cut cave and
Close view of the Stupa relicfs

carved

face.



Il A: Vijayawada: Stone plaque. relief figures
fully coated with turmeric.

B : Kunidene : Early Trimurti, lime stone Plague.



IV Peddamudiyam : Stone plagues with cult deities (1-8).
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FAMINES IN MEDIEVAL INDIA 73

dispeople all these parts”’. While the normal price of rice was 1-2
mds, a rupee, it sold during the Patna famine at the following rates :

(a) One Patna seer (27 oz.) of rice a rupee (1670), and even at
that rate it was not available,

(b) November, 1670. Rice costs half a rix dollar for 6 seers or
916 Dutch weight while in ordinary years 60, 70 or more
Ibs. could be bought for the same amount.

(c) Awugust 1671 : rice sold at 5 seers a rupee and even ‘very
scarce to be bought for that price,20

(ii) Break-up of family life and slavery

Famines disrupted family life and increased the trade in
slaves, though high mortality would restrict it. With rising prices
of foodgrains and increasing pangs of hunger, men began to desert
their wives and children. Such women and mothers sold their
ohildren and the deserted children, too, sold themselves as slaves.
Parents would also often sell their children for trifles, as during
the Gujrat famine (1563-7). The destitute people of Kashmir unable
to nourish their children ‘exposed them for sale in the public places
of the city’ in 1597. Slaves were plentiful in Pulicat at the time of
the famine of 1618 : but when by 1622 rice was cheap, slaves were
hard to procure. The supply then revived but shortly after the
great famine of 1630 business was brought to a standstill and the
bulk of the trade was transferred to Arakan2!, During the great
Gujrat famine 16302 parents had to sell their children so that they
might live. Mundy records that children were sold at 12 d. 6 d. or (?)
pence and piece. In 1634 the factors at Pulicat reported that slaves
were unprocurable owing to great mortality and years later from the
same place, the buyer still met with limited success, as the surplus
population was disposed of by death and voluntary enslavement
during the famine so that no volunteer came forward and the Indian
dealers could get slaves only by occasional kidnapping. In February
1646 the *indigent’ were compelled to sell their children on account
of high prices of grains in the Punjab, In February 1646 the indigent
were compelled to sell their children on account of high prices of
grains in the Punjab.22
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FAMINES IN MEIDEVAL INDIA 75

the river” sparing no inhabited place. During the Gujrat famine of
1630-2 people moved en masse away from the affected areas but many
were overtaken by death on the way, the roads became blocked with
corpses. In 1642 about 30,000 men fled in distress from Kashmir to
Lahore. In 1647 people fled from famine-affected Marwar. The
inhabitants of Bagar migrated elswhere in 1694-5. In 1702 people had
to migrate from their ancestral homes in Sangamner (Aurangabad
province)?¢. Famines proved the instinct of social mobility of the
Jndians.

(v) Pestilence

Jahangir refers to a view that there was a close association bet-
ween drought and pestilence (plague). The belief commonly held.
was based on experience, Pestilences usually followed the trail of the
larger famines and even of the lesser scarcities. Malaria infected
Bengal and Gaur in 1575. The area from the Punjab to Delhi was
affected with bubonic plague, 1614-16, During the Gujrat famine
1630-2 plague, fever and pestilential diseases like cholera, prevailed in
every house. Even the English merchants in Gujrat did not escape

from these,

The Deccan fell a victim to pestilence in 168227.

(vi) Death and Depoulation.

Large scale migration, combined with high mortality figures,
accounted for depopulation. Statistics are indeed rare. In the famine
of 1554-56, followed by an epidemic, “’people died in groups of tens
and twenties and more, the dead getting neither graves nor coffins™.
In Bengal famine 1584-5 about two millions died. During 1630-2 the
poor died at first: but the rich did not also escape, their turn came
next. During Jan-Oct. 1631, three millions died in Gujrat which
suffered the most, and one million in Ahmadnagar. The cities of
Gujrat were reduced to almost 1/10th of their former state by death
or flight, The villages hardly fared better. ‘The parganas of Sultan-
pur, Bidar, Mandu, Ahmadabad and indeed the province of Khandesh
and some parganas of Balaghat were rendered utterly desolate. It
became necessary to settle peasants from other provinces.
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FAMINES IN MEDIEVAL INDIA 83

In 1583, Akbar opened three free kitchens outside Agra to
distribute food to the Hindus, to the Muslims and to the jogis, called
respectively Dharmpura, Khairpura and Jogipura.

Unfortunately adequate details are not available for assessing
the extent of actual relief. But even the brief incidental references
that we get enable us to know that Akbar made commendable attempts
to ameliorate the distress of the famine-stricken people. He opened
more kitchens (/angars) and alms houses, in addition to the three
establishments outside Agra, for distributing food to the poor (1583).
In 1595-6 he placed Shaikh Farid of Bokhara, a man of generous
disposition, on special duty to superintend relief operations. Free
kitchens were ordered to be opened in every city. With limited
facilities and organisation the only thing he could do was to provide
some food to the people in some towns or cities, Akbar asked a few
rich men (khwastadaran?) to feed a few beggars. Relief to the poor
was rendered by appointing able officers ““to every place” (i.e. affected
areas), In 1597-98 more elaborate measures on similar lines were
taken in Kashmir, Twelve places were selected at Srinagar for feeding
‘sgreat and small (i. e. young and old)”", The programme was pro-
bably broadcast in a general proclamation in the ‘Idgah and food and
peasants’ were distributed according to the applications of the needy,
numbering approximately 80,000. The unemployed were sought to
be provided with jobs in the construction of the fort there. To give
some relief to the hard-pressed husbandmen, 55 “Censurable cus-
tom’’ were abolished, according to Abul Fazl, one of these being that
on saffron37,

The picture of the Gujrat famine during the reign of Shah-—
jahan drawn by the Dutch Van Twist is horrible indeed but he says
nothing of state relief measures, Mundy sarcastically remarks: ,'no
course is taken in this country to remedy this great evil, the rich and
strong engrossing and taking perforce all to themselyes -~ Of the
actuai relief measures we can have some idea from contemporary
chronicles like Lahori’s Padshahnama. The famine of 1630-2 affected
Golkonda, Ahmadnagar, Gujrat and some parts of Malwa, Shah-
jahan directed the officials of Burhanpur, Ahmadabad and the country
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134 CH. MUTHYALAYYA NAIDU

foreign trade was not a one :ided affair, as the raw materials like-
cotton returned to India in the form of finished products, were sent.
to the villages and sold at cheaper rates than locally made goods.
The outcome was that weavers, who were largely dependant on the
traditional industries. deserted them and migrated to capital cities for -
better livelihood or at times starved and perished.®

Further. even in exporting raw materials, the Imperial Govern- -
ment took steps in such a way that the trade at Bombay port
flourished at the cost of weakening the Madras port trade. As Ananta-
pur, Kurnool and Cuddapah districts, which existed almost centrally-
between Bombay and Madras, and as Bombay was a better window -
to the west than Madras, the Imperial Government reduced the
freight charges of the Bombay presidency luring the merchants of
those districts into its fold. As a result. the Madras port agents,
whose livelihood was largely dependant on the export of those goods,
became upset” and even represented their grievances to Lord Cross,
the then Secretary of State. through the Madras Chamber of
Commerce. But the high dignitary as usual turned it down without
evincing any signs of humanitarian considerations.

Thus while from the economic point of view masses like-
weavers and Madras port agents sang their swan song, from the:
social point of view the railway passengers too were unhappy and
could not escape from the side effects of the Madrar Government’s -
railways policies. Late arrival of trains and carefree attention on
the part of railway officials in fulfilling minimum formalities like-
testing, coupling, screwing of internal and external parts of the
engines got the passengers vexed and made them wonder as to when
they would go or reach & Besides, over crowededness and dumping
of luggage into compartments also made the railway journey un-
endurable. Hence B. N. Sarma, a popular Congress leader, took
this issue in the Jmperial Legislative Council and questioned the
Government as to how such overcrowding was allowed contrary to-
the sectsons of 93 and 97 of the Indian Railway Act IX of 1890.9
The Government did not give an apt reply except appointing the-

Itihas-VII, 2,



























SOUTH INDIAN NEOLITHIC CULTURE SEEN IN RETROSPECT 143

“Sanganakallu, the neolithic habitation was separated from the pre-
~neolithic by a barren layer, There was no break in the neolithic
-~ occupation as there was evidence of several floors super-imposed one
-upon the other, Recent excavations here by Ansari and Nagaraja
Rao (1969) have revealed the plan of a circular hut supported on
“Wooden posts. Within the house were found remnants of a hearth, a
~storage pit, a few rubbers and ground stone axes. The hill dwellers
-of Tekkalakota settled on flat terraces enclosed by big granite boul-
~ders. The enclosed areas provided protection from wild beasts and
human enemies, The uneven surfaces were filled with reddish murum,
- silt, rubble and occassional boulders. Walls of mud or clay suppor-
ted by woodep pcsts as at other sites were raised right on the murum
surface. Two building phases have come ‘0 light during excavations,
“In the first phase, floor was lcvelled by rubble stones enclosed by a
circular row of large boulders on which appeared to have stood
~ screens made of split bamboo. Theroof of these circular houses was
~probably conical. Similar circular house plans with bamboo matting
- werefound in phase 2 of the Neolithic period at Hallur. Living parallels
of such simple huts are still prevalent among such ethnic groups as
the Boyas, the Chenchus. the Savaras and so on. who are bioculturally
- gimilar in many respects 'to the' first farming communities. Large
“scale excavations may help in understanding the problem better then
now. The evidence of plant remains of Acacia (Tumma 1n Telugu)
_or Dalbergia and Zizyphus (ber. or Regu in Telugu) species from
" Palavoy excavations suggest an arid topography and dry climatic
cenditions when the neolithic people lived. The domesticated animals
like cattle, sheep, goats and swine further add that the forests were not
too dense, that the country was hilly and mountanous, and that some
kind of woodland existed.

"Economy:
The neolithic economy of South Indiawasa mixed one It

~included hunting, fishing, primitive agriculture and pastoralism.

Direct evidence for the practice of agriculture is provided by
“the discovery of charred grains of horse gram Dolichos biflorus) from
~Tekkalakota and Ragi (Eleusine coracana) from Hallur. Evidence of
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144 V. RAMI REDDY

both these species besides that of green gram (Phaseolus radiatus)
was also found at Bainapalli in Tamilnadu. The large number of -
querns and rubbing stones found at all sites in South must have been
used for pounding and grinding grain. Farming was pussibly carried
out by making clearings in the surrounding jungles with the help of
stone axes and fire, while mace-heads acted as weights for digging
sticks. The method of sowing seeds in the holes made by the digging
sticks is still in practice iu certain interior parts recalling the extinct
one. Microliths might have been used after hafting as knives or
sickles for harvesting crops.

Certain bone specimens from Palavoy excavations like the
anchylosed fused carpal II and III with the radial carpal of a matured
normal-sized bovine, and an axially exostosed third phalanx examined
by Professor K. R. Alur throw light on the heavy and prolonged use -
in agrlcultural operations like land-tilling as weil as in heavy traction
or draught work. This interesting piece of evidence supports the fact
that the neolithic folk were advanced agriculturists besides being .
pastoralists (Rami Reddy 1968: 315-3(6, specimen No. 350; 369: Fig.
43,”No. 12, specimen No. 284). Anchylosis of the hock joint was.
identified in the bones from Hallur (Sundara 1971: 116.7) and Utnur
(Allchin 1969: 321) also indicating the use of cattle for heavy draft
work. Besides, the bones from Palavoy (Rami Reddy 1968: 31”7 and
364-365), Utnur (Allchin 1961: 62) and Kodekal (Paddayya 1973:76) -
were recognised as those of two breeds-smaller comparable to today’s -
variety, and larger probably used for draft and ploughing,

In addition to farming, animals were bred for food. Bones of -
cattle, sheep and goats, swine, dog and horse recovered from various.
sites show that domestication was the mainsiay of the economy.
Most of these bones particularly of cattle are charred and show chdp-
ping and splitting marks on their surfaces. People must have eaten
the flesh after roastiug as seen from the grey or black discoluration of
sveral bones resulted due 10 auto-combustion as at Palavoy, Cattle
must h'ave been domesticated both for their milk and meat. The -
_prmcnpal animal species was cow/bull (Bos indicus) known from all the
neolithic settlements indicating its close association with man and .

lithas-VII, 2, .


























































































BOOK REVIEW 173

“to the reader the founding of the : THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY in
1875 at New York by Col. Olcott and Madam Blavatsky.: Later the
Society based its Head Quarters at Adayar .. Madras. The society
spread its branches round the globe and the British Lady .. Annie

- Besant took a prominent part. She founded the nucleus for the
Beneras Hindu Unlvers1ty In the 7th su;b-se_g. one finds mention of

- minor cults like, Madhva mata by Kanci Subba Rao, Govinda Cari's
Vaishnava school, Smartha movement in Kumbakopam, Lingayat and
other movements like the Caltanya During this period Bhagavad

~@Gita, the Cclcsual Song gained world-wide popularity. In the 8th
and last sub-sec. a resume is given and we find that the word
SVARAJYA was coined by Svami Dayanada. which word stood not

only for heaven but also for the attainment of Independence for the
;vmother country India.

Social Reform and Nationalism are dealt- with in ‘the Vth

- Chapter. 1In 4 sub-secs. the topics like driving out the effete tradi-
tional customs that submerged the society into depths of superstition

- conservatism and other regressive modes of living. The.. .. messages
- of ' Guru Nanak, Kabir, Ramananda and Tukaram instilled into the
minds of people that all men are equal. Basava's Virasaivism and
Ramanuja‘’s Vaisnavism gave the favourable breezes. Viresilingham in

- the Telugu land spread the movement of ... rehabilitating young
- virgins, who were widowed into happy ‘spousehood. Untouchability,
the bane of society was also tackled by the reformers of the times. In

- the second sub-section we read how Bala Gangadhara Tilak tried to
_ keep off social reform from the field of politics. The British were vigi-
lent to sow the seeds of dissension in the society by giving an impetus
~to the non-brahmin movements in Madras and encouraging Dr,
Ambedkar, But all these movements entered the..... political sphere.
In the 2rd sub-sec. the movement to abolish the Devadasi system is

- parrated, This move really brought forth in a progressive manner
the reinstation of the members of That community into respectable
social status  This sub-sec. also deals with the growth of the News
~-papers. In the last and 4th sub-sec. the uplift of woman in _socie_ty
and improving her status are dealt with, She was given the liberties
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