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FOREWORD,

Ro popular dramatic story has suffered at the
bands of the producers so badly as that of Kovalan which
emanates from the gem of Dravidian Classic, the
Silappathikaram. It cannot be disputed that such a
sublime plot is distorted and mangled on the modern
stage. Despite the fact that Kovalan, the oft-enacted
drama, is the craze of all theatre lovers, none has so
far cried halt to this deplorable presentation; nor has
any one essayed to rewrite or reshape the marvellous
piece in a brilliant and fascinating form with powerful
and poignant situations and striking dramatic effect
worthy of the remarkable original poem.

~$ad to note that a woeful neglect of a close and
careful study of the ancient classic has resulted in such
an unhappy and deformed version. Even the amateur
organisations wedded to the lofty ideals of reforming
the stage has been sinners in this respect. Sadder still
do we feel to find the enlightened and enthusiastic Film
Producers falling a prey to such a temptation as eviden-
ced by their own versions which are worse than those
adapted by the-stage managers, inthat they too have
not cared to bestow thought and attention to the moral
aspect of the plot and its fidelity to the original source.

Inspired by the glorious picture painted so beauti-
fully by the Poet Royal Elango Adigal in his immortal
Silappathikaram, Mr. N. Viswanathan, the young actor
playwright, has ventured a faithful rendering of the
original plot in his Veerapathni or The force of fate.

Ny hearty congratulations to my friend for his
noble and laudable endeavour to present plays adhering
faithfully to the original sources. With these few words
I commend this play to all lovers of Art. -

D. MAHALINGAM.
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