


A conference of the District Collectors was held at the Secretariat, Madras on 14—7—80.
The Conference, which was presided over by the Honourable Chief Minister, held discussion:
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The Governor Thiru Prabhudas Patwari and the Chief Minister
Thiru M. G. Ramachandran at the community lunch organised
by the Kamaraj Cultural Academy on July 15, 1980.
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Mf;; Speaker Sir, -
. “Tobe able to generate wealth, to lay it up and guard,
And also well to distribute it, marks a royal head.”’

Tiruvalluvar, the renowned sage of Tamil Nadu has defined
an ideal Government as one which identifies proper
sources of income, mobilises such resources, worthily

_ preserves and promotes them, and deploys them worthily
for the good of the people.

True to this spirit, the Revised Estimates/Budget
Estimates have been framed.

, 2. Hon’ble Members of the House may recall
that during the President’s Rule in the State, a Vote on
Account was ‘obtained in Parliament, for incurring
expenditure during the first four months of this financial
year. Taking into account the estimates for the remaining
8 months, Iseek the approval of the House for the
Budget Estimates for the current year.

Speech of Thiru V. R. Nedunchezhiyan, Minister for Finance,
Government of Tamil Nadu presenting the Budget for
1980-81 1o the Legislative Assembly on 2nd July 1980.
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3. This Ministry has assumed office only recently, after
having been elected under due democratic process with a
clear mandate of the electorate. Eventhough only a
short period was available for the presentation of the
Budget, the Government has. made approgriate alloca-
tions, with the limited resources available to the State,
taking care to incorporate in the Budget its important
policies and programmes to the extent possible. I wish
to assure this House that this Government would continue
to make necessary modifications and suitable provisions
during the current year to implement 'schemes and pro-
grammes of priority.

4. The serious economic situation faced by the country
as'a whole has also had its impact on Tamil Nadu.
Inflationary forces have strongly emerged in the Indian
economy. This Government is very anxious that the
prices are kept under control, production gets increased, the
growth of the economy is accelerated and enlarged employ-

ment opportunities are created. The -instruments for
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the management - of the economy and the fiscal policy are |

mainly vested with the Union Government. This
Government will wholeheartedly co-operate and support
the Central Government in all its efforts towards the
improvement of the national economy and ‘strengthening
of the State Governments. The programmes formulated
by the State Government have taken into account
the immediate needs, the short-term requirements and
tthe long-term goals of the State. This Government wll
take all steps 1o pursue the effective implementation of
the on-going programmes and the proper formulation
of purposeful new schemes.

Agricul ture

5. The Government is continuing its efforts to enlarge
and implement schemes for the development of agriculture,
which forms the basis of our economy. Due to the
measures taken last year, production potential of 83-92
lakh tonnes of foodgrains, comprising of 62:29 lakh
tonnes of rice, 19:03 lakh tonnes of millets and 2-6 lakh
tonnes of pulses was created. The Department of
. Agriculture has programmed to implement a number of
schemes in the current year for increasing the production
potential of foodgrains to 892 tonnes, comprising of
65 lakh tonnes of rice, 21-45 lakh tonnes of millets and
3-75 lakh tonnes of pulses.

6. In order to produce quality seeds of paddy,
“cotton and pulses, 14 seed centres are managed by the
Department with the co-operation of leading farmers.
It has now been programmed to establish 4 new seed

centres to cover the production of quality oil seeds. .

The Department will supply ¢ foundation” seeds to
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the selected leading farmers and collect the quality
seeds produced by these.farmers. The Department will
also undertake to supervise closely the cultivation by
these farmers.

7. The production of pulses in Tamil Nadu has been
very much below the requirement. Government has
sanctioned a special pulses production programme at a
total cost of Rs. 30 lakhs. Under this programme,
breeder seeds will first be produced and thereafter quality
seeds will be distributed all over the State in stages.
It is anticipated that over the next few years the produc
tion of pulses will increase substantially by these measures.

8. In order to step up the production of coconuts, it is
proposed to establish 8 new large coconut nurseries at a
total cost of Rs. 54 lakhs. This will lead to an increase in
production and-distribution of coconut seedlings from the
present level of 13 lakh seedlings per year, to 31 lakh seed-
lings peryear. It is proposed to open a new farmers’
training school at Dharapuram in the newly formed Periyar
district during the curient year. With this, there will be a
farmers’ training school in every district in the State.

9. A special provision of Rs. 10 lakhs has been made

- for strengthening the Seed Certification Agency, which

was  separated  from  Agriculture  Department
and converted into a separate agency last year. Members
may recall that a separate department of Horticulture was
established last year. Provision has been made in the
current year for establishment of large orchard in Sirumalai
Hills in Madurai district and another big orchard in the
Kalrayan Hills. Further, a provision of Rs. 7-66
lakhs has been made for undertaking special programmes



in Government orchards throughout the State.
To enable the. farmers obtain fair - prices for their
_produce, a provision of Rs. 147 lakhs has been made
for the establishment of 10 new commercial grading centres
“and for constructing buildings at 5 other cemuwes. A
provision of Rs. 20 lakhs has been made in the current
year to enable the Agricultural University to undertake
several new agricultural research schemes. Special
" attention will be paid to research activities pertaining to
pulses and millets. ‘
Public Distribution of Essential Articles
10. Farmers have, greatly benefited by the direct
purchase of paddy by the Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies
~ ‘Corporation at 2 price higher than. the procurement

price fixed by the Union Government. This Corporation
has purchased 2 lakh tonnes of paddy at this higher
price during the last kuruvai and samba seasons
This  Corporation has adequate reserve stocks
of rice to meet the requirements under the public
distribution system. The Civil Supplies Corporation has
expanded its activities since last year by distributing more
than 2 lakh tonnes of cement per annum. It has also
undertaken the rqtail distribution of kerosene, at the
-price fixed by the &overnment, particularly in rural areas
for the first time. It has also undertaken wholesale
distribution of levy sugar since December 1979. The
budget estimates include a provision of Rs.6-34 crores
“as additional share capital assistance to this
‘Corporation, in order to enable it to undertake the
distribution of such essential commodities at fair prices.
Co-operation '

11. The Government will encourage marketing of agri-

cultural produce by co-operatives and’ various: measures
have been taken to increase the - necessary facilities.
498 godowns  tor village co-operatives  and-
16 godowns for marketing societies with the total
capacity of 76,000 - tonnes are under construction. In
addition, during 1980-81, 200 godowns for Village co-
operatives and 5 godowns for marketing societies with the
capacity of 29,000 tonnes, will be taken up for construction.
A provision of Rs. 59 lakhs has been set apart for this
purpose, Tamil Nadu Co-operative Marketing Federation
is running a cold storage plant in Madras to preserve
perishable articles.” It is proposed to set up during this
year, 4 more cold storage plants, each at a cost of Rs. 20
Takhs, with the total storage capacity of 4,000 tonnes.

Relie€ to Agriculturists’ Debt Burden

12. The High Level Committee on  Agriculture
constituted by Government gave its recommendations in-
1979. Based on these recommendations, this .Government
extended relief to agriculturists to the tune of Rs. 40
crores. Even after these concessions, there has been
a demand that the loan amounts due from agriculturists
suffering from heavy debt burden should be written off.
This Government has written to the Union Government
requesting substantial financial assistance to enable the



Government to take necessary relief measures. I wish
to take this opportunity to place before the Union
Government the common desire of all Members of this
House that the Union Government should consider this
request with sympathy and understanding and come forward
to extend substantial assistance to the State.

13. Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu Government has decided
~ to extend certain additional concessions to agriculturists
from its own resources. The total dues from farmers
under Takkavi loans stands at Rs. 21 crores presently.
Of this, Rs. 5 crores are loans towards creation of capital
assets like purchase of tractors, power tillers or digging
of wells. The balance of 16 crores was given under
various development schemes. The Government has
decided to write off this amount of Rs. 16 crores of
principal and the interest.

14. The co-operative Societies are giving loans to the
agriculturists on the basis of assistance from Reserve
Bank of India and deposits mobilised from the public.
" Ualess loans are repaid on time by the farmers, flow of
" assistance - from Reserve Bank woud be hampered
. thus’ prompt repayment of loans by agriculturists is
_ absolutely ~ essential for the proper functioning of
- co-operative credit structure. Of the short term loans to
‘. the agrlculturlsts, around Rs. 97 crores has been converted
- ’to_medlum term loans, on account of continued failure
.of ‘crops due to natural calamities. Of this amount,
i Rs. ‘80 crores was outstanding on 31st March 1980. In
* addition, outstanding interest is of the order of Rs. 15
~crores. It has been computed that the outstanding dues
- from ryots owning 5 acres of land and less would be arou nd

50 per cent of the total dues. On this basis it has been

calculated that the outstandings from such farmers would .
be of the order of Rs. 35 crores on account of principal

and about Rs. 7 crores on account of interest. The

Government of Tamdl Nadv has now decided to completely

write-off this amount of loan and interest due from such

small farmers. This decision would entail an

outgo of around Rs. 42 crores from Government. As

earlier explained, the loss to Government by the write

off of Takkavi loans would be of the order of Rs. 16

crores. Thus, the total value of concessions would

amount to around Rs. 58 crores to Rs. 60 crores.

I am hopeful that the agriculturists will whole-heartedly

welcome this decision of Government.  Eventhough

expenditure of this magnitude will seriously affect the

financial position of the State, Government has taken this

bold decision taking note of the present plight of the

agriculturists. This Government has requested the Union

Government to give financial assistance to the State
Government to recoup this loss.

15. While announcing these concessions I would also -
like to sincerely appeal to the farming community to bear
in mind their social responsibility and to repay their dueisf"f
to the co-operative societies in order to create the ,probér
climate for the effective functioning of the co-operative
credit movement. '

~ Animal Husbandry
16. The Animal Husbandry Department has drav)»-n

 up a special programme for the development of Institute of



Veterinary Preventive Medicineat Ranipet. Accordingly
a provision of Rs. 34-85 lakhs has been made to
improve the production facilities of several types of vaccines
of the Centre. A provision of Rs. 20 lakhs has been made

for undertaking heifer production in Government livestock:

farms. In addition, 10 new veterinary dispensaries will
be opened in the current year; 5 veterinary dispensaries
~will be upgraded as Hospitals. Government has planned
to establish a farm for preservation of the Kangeyam
breed. - The Government has made a provision of Rs. 1'77
lakhs for establishing a breeding centre for Ongole breed
cows in one of the Government Cattle Farms. The Budget
Estimates include a provision of Rs. 20 lakhs as grant to the
Agricultural University to undertake new research work
on disease investigation. The Government is actively
considering a new insvrance scheme, in collaboration with
the General Insurance Corporation of India, to provide
. insurance cover to work animals, dying either by disease
or owing to accidents during their work.
Dairy Development

17. Under Dairy Development, provision has been

" made for four additional mobile veterinary clinics. - These

mobile clinics will function in Ramanathapuram, Thanjavur,
Pudukkottai and Tiruchirappalli districts. ~ Govern-
ment has decided to previde this facility in these four

. districts from its own funds as these districts are.

" outside the Opemiion‘ Flood Programme assisted

by the Indian Dairy Corporation. A provision of Rs. 73

lakhs has been made for thisdepartment in the budget
" for 1980-81..

Forest

18. This Government continues to devote special
attention to the development of forests. Recognising
the impottance of forests in the prevention of soil erosion,
the Government has programmed to afforest the
catchment areas of the Mettur Dam at a cost of Rs. 26
lakhs. The Government has also planned to grow fuel wood
plantations at a cost of Rs. 1461akhs in 1980-81. Inoider
to improve the availability of fuel wood, the Government
is taking steps to implement a major social forestry
programme in poromboke lands, hill aieas, road margins
and river and canal fringes with assistance from the
Swedish International Development Agency. The Budget
Estimates provide tor construction of forest roads at a.

cost of Rs. 25 lakhs and residential quarters in forest
areas at a cost of Rs. 35 lakhs. The annual plan provides
for an outlay Rs. 650 lakhs for Forest development,

Fisheries and Fishermen Welfare

19. In order to increase the income of fishermen by
giving training to themin prawn-rearing, Government has
made a provision of Rs. 165 lakhs for setting up model
farms in 10 places. Proyision has also been made in the
Budget for setting up a Government prawn farm in
Adhiramapattinam. This farm of 50 hectares extent, will be '
managed by a Fishermen’s Co-operative Society consisting
of 100 members. The total requirement of fingerlings for
all the water resoutces in the State is estimated at 350
million. In the current yea:, Government pioposes to
commence implementation of a scheme to rear 100 million
fingerlings in 30 hectares at a cost of Rs. 109 lakhs. Itis



: relevant to note that this will double the present production
of fingerlings. The value of fingerlings will be Rs. 50
{lakhs and by rearing them 1n various reservoirs, tanks
and ponds 25,000 tonnes of fish, worth Rs. 5 crores
will be produced. Four deep sea fishing trawlers are,
at present tunctioning under the control of Department
ot Fisheries. Government has planned to undertake
programmes for the planned development of deep sea
fishing - and to purchase of additional trawlers to be
operated by fishermen co-operatives.

20. Out of 214 fishermen hamlets, 20 were provided
'with protected water-supply. In the past few years,
“Government has provided protected water supply to
30 fishermen hamlets, at the cost of Rs. 106 lakhs.
During current. year, 29 hamlets will be provided with
‘water-supply at an expenditure of \Rs. 43 lakhs. The
rémaining 145 fishermen hamlets will be provided with
water-supply in ‘a phased programme at a cost of
‘Rs. 5 crores. A provision of Rs. 30lakhs has been
‘made in this year’s budget for roads to fishermen hamlets.
:A‘,s‘um-b‘f‘Rs. 1.00 crore has -also been provided = for
fishermen’s housing this year. .

 Jreigation

21, Adequate attention is being paid to the extension
rrigation  facilities and the improved performance
of existing irrigation systems. Work on the Neerar
am and Neerar Tunnel under the Parambikulam-Aliyar

«y
Project, which have been under progressfor a long time,
have now been completed. Extension of ayacut under
this scheme is now in progress and it is expected,
that 9,100 acres ‘will be given irrigation  supplies
for the first time in the current year. The Sathanur
Right Bank Canal Scheme will be fully completed in
the current year; as planned, an additional 20,000
acres will be benefited under this scheme. The Pambar
Irrigation Project in Dharmapuri district will also be
completed in the current year and thereby 4,200 acres
will be newly irrigated. Speedy progress is being made
in completing the Gundar Project in Tirunelveli district
Tumbalahalli, Nagavathi, Ichambadi, Thoppaiyar and,'
Vaniyar  Projects  in Dharmapuri district and
Vembakkottai Project in Ramanathapuram district.
The outlay on major, medium ard minor irrigation projects
has been stepped -up from Rs. 25.20 crores in the Revised
Estimates 1979-80, to Rs. 32-74 crores in the current year,

22. Special efforts are being taken to improve the
management of bigger reservoirs. The supply of water
from the Lower Bhavani Dam for an additional groundnut
crop has been the result of such measures.  For the first -
time, supplies were made from the Mettur Canals Scheme'
to raise an additional crop over an extent of 40,000 acres,
Likewise, additional supplies were made for the‘\Gra“"r;éi;“
Anicut Canal ayacut, enabling raising -of an additional
dry crop. I am sure that the Members of the ‘House will
welcome these measures to improve the performance of ' -
existing irrigation systems. ' e T

Power :
23. The Government has taken special steps to step



up the generation of electricity and improve the distri-
bution system. Tamil Nadu has the biggest network of
low tension transmission lines in the whole country. The
Tamil Nadu Electricity Board which has a total length
of 2-4 lakh kilometres of low tension transmission lines,
has so far energised 89 lakh irrigation wells. Of the
total number of 63,605 colonies 63,431 colonies have been
supplied with electricity. ~All -the Harijan Colonies in
the State have been electrified; the Electricity Board
also maintains 7-33 lakh street lights. So far
1-93 lakh huts have been provided with electricity connec-
tions under the scheme for provision of electr1c1ty to hut
dwellers. While enlarging the distribution system throughout
the State, several measures are also being taken to bring
down the transmission losses. I wish to bring to the
notice of the House that as a result of these measures, the
transmission loss which was around 21-45 per cent in

1974-75 has been brought down to 18-1 per cent in 1978-79 .

24. It is anticipated that the second unit of the
Tuticorin Thermal Station will be commissioned by August
this year. The Servalar Hydel Project and the first unit
of the Kadambarai Pumped Storage Project will be com-
missioned in 1982-83. In order to improve substantially

the generation of electricity, the Government has forwarded
L
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a number of projects for the approval of the Central

_ Electricity Authority. The Lower Mettur Hydel Project,

the Upper Amaravathy Hydel Project, Shanmuga Nadhi
Hydel Project, Manimuthar Hydel Project, Upper
Tambaraparani Hydel Project are some of the more
important projects pending clearance. I would like to
request the Central Government to accord early approval
to these projects so as to assist our efforts to improve power .
generation. The Tamil Nadu Electricity Board has sought
ihe clearance of the Central Government for making a
feasibility study, based on a new technology, for power
generation utilising the temperature differential between
the deep sea and surface of the ocean. I hope the
Central Government will give early clearance for this
study of Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion Project, to be
underiaken with foreign knowhow.  The total outlay
for the Power sector in the current Annual Planis Rs. 155-76
crores and the Budget Estimates provide for a Government
support of Rs. 75 crores for the Power Plan.

25. The cost of generation and the costof power
purchased have increased substantially in the recent past.
Kerala which had been supplying power at 12-5 paise
per unit’ in 1977-78, has increased the rate to 28 paise
per unit in the current year. Likewise, power purcahsed
from Nevveli which was costing 14-37 paise per unit in
1977-78, hasincreased to 18-88 paise per unit in the current
year. The cost of coal purchased from Singareni coal
fields has increased from Rs. 82 to Rs. 110 per tonne
from the month of July last year; the cost of coal from
other coal fields has similarly been increased from Rs. 80
to Rs. 123. These developments have led to a substantial

A



increase inj\he cost of power generation in the
current year. This only reiterates the need for the
Electricity Board to improve its financial position. The

Eleqtgicity Board is currently  critically reviewing the
position. :

26: It costs the Electricity Board 43 paise to supply
a unit of electricity, at the low tension distribution point.
Recognising the great importance of agriculture in our
economy, the Government has fixed the agricultvral
tarifft at a very low level of 14 paise per unit and
for small farmers still lower at 12 paise per unit. It is well
known that the rates for electricity for agriculture in our
State are much lower than those obtaining in the
other comparable States. In this situation, I would like to
appeal to agriculturists and others to pay their electricity
dues promptly so that the Electricity Board can function
without any financial difficulty.

Industrial Development

27. The number of applications for letters of
intent, or licenses for large and medium industries
recommended by this Government to the Central Govern-
ment has been continuously on the increase. In 1979,
49 such applications were recommended by this Govern-
ment. In the cuirent year commencing from January
upto the end of June, 47 applications have been recom-
mended to the Central Government and, in all,
80 applications -are still pending with the Central
* Government. I hope approval for them will be given'soon.

28. The new cement factory at Ariyalur has been
completed and has started production. The Inter-continen-
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tal Leathers, a company in the joint sector established by
TIDCO, has also commenced production.  Further
TIDCO is also planning to establish a project for manu-
facture of explosives in the public sector. Steps have been
taken to establish a company in joint sector to undertake
breaking of old ships: Government has made a provision
of Rs. 3-75 crores for TIDCO in the year 1980-81.

29. The Small Industites Promotion Corpotation
of Tamil Nadu (SIPCOT) is implementing the Central
scheme of capital subsidy to industries in backwaid area.
I am happy to inform the House that upto the end of
1979-80, Tamil Nadu has been able to draw Rs. 10 crores
out of the total amount of Rs. 69 crores disbursed under
this scheme, thus obtaining the first place in the entire
country. This Corporation is also implementing the sales
tax loans scheme of the State Government for establishiment
of new industries and expansion of existing industries in the
backward areas of the State. The provision for this
has been enhanced from Rs. 180 lakhs in the
last year to Rs. 225 lakhs in the current year. This
Corporstion has also developed industrial areas at Ranipet
and Hosur. The Budget Estimates include a provision of
Rs. 50 lakhs as share capital assistance to this Corporation
to enable it to develop industrial areas in Ramanathapuram
and Pudukkottai districts. v

30. For the past few years, Sugar Industry has been
facing an uncertain situation. In 1978, when all controls
on sugar were lifted, the excise concession available to ncw
sugar factories and factories which undertook expansion
were withdrawn. This resulted in losses to those units,
which had all planned their operations on the basis of {hese
concessions. In view of this situation, the financial



institutions did not come forwaid to assist sugar factories
and establishment of new units could not be planned. In
order that the work on the new sugar fctory at Periyasevalai
in South Arcot district does not suffer on account of this
stand taken by the financial institutions, the Government
“of Tamil Nadu stepped in with necessary share capital
and loan assistance. Thanks to this help, it is anticipated.
that this new factory will commence production in October.
I would like to take this opportunity to request the Central
Government to evolve and implement urgently a compre-
hensive policy, taking into account the interests of the
consumers, sugarcane growers and the sugar factories
with particular reference to the new factories and the
factories which undergo expansion.

- 31. Thanks to the improved market conditions and
better management, the spinning mills in the State are
functioning well in the current year. A programme to
set up 36 new spinning mills and expansion of the existing
16 mills in private sector in Tamil Nadu has been under-
taken. It is estimated that this programme whih completed
would provide employ for 19,000 perscus. .

~ 32. The Governor’s Address has alrerdy highlighted the
development in the handlooms industry. A sum of Rs.7
lakhs has been provided for setting up of two design centres
and another sum of Rs. 10 lakhs has been provided for
subsidy on weavers housing, in this year’'s Budget. The
TIDCO has proposec to set up a cloth processing unit
in collaboration with the National Textile Corporation
and Co-optex. A total plan provision of Rs. 452 lakhs’

has been made for Handloom sector.
33. In order to increase employment opportunities
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Government is taking steps to bring in 8,000 acres under
mulberry cultivation during the year 1980-81. The Govern-
ment has drawn up a scheme of Rs. 45 lakhs for locating
sericulture centres in the headquarters of districts where |
sericulture activities have spread well. ' In these centres,
model sericulture farms will be set up with, [acilities for
training farmers in rearing silk worms. Further, it is
proposed to provide Rs. 28 lakhs for expansion of
grainage. As against a provision of Rs. 138 lakhs for the

year 1979-80, a sum of Rs. 265 lakhs has been prowded

for the year 1980-81 for this sector.

34. Last year, it was proposed to set up.20 match
service co-operalive societies. Against this, 26 such
societies catering to 2,600' match producing units’ were
started. Employment opportunities for 52,000 persons
will be generated, when these units go into full production,
In addition, Tamil Nadu Khadi and Village Industries
Board has issued certificates to private entreprencurs to
set up 2,000 cottage match units, These units will ultimately
provide employment opportunities for 40,000 persons.
A provision of Rs. 24-87 lakhs has been made for this year
to set up 10 co-operative service societies and 20 industiial
co-operative societies under match industries. It is essential
that continuous supply of raw materials is ensured for |
smooth functioning of match industry. It is, therefore,
proposed to set up 3 Co-operative units to produce splints
and veneers needed by the match producing units in co-
operative and cottage sectors. A provision of Rs. 3-19
lakhs has been made for this purpose. Efforts are also
being taken to bring suitable soft wood from Andaman-

Nicobar islands. )
3s. Government is preparmg a scheme to produce
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various products out of coir available in Tamil Nadp.
This scheme will be finalised and implemented soon.
Asa part of this scheme, it is, prgposed to set up
ten co-operative societies to produce coir fibres and

ropes in Kanniyakumari and Salem districts. A
provision of Rs. 15 lakhs has been made for this
pur pose.

Village Industries

36 The Khadi and Village Industries Board is taking
steps to promote village industries such as pottery,
extraction of oil by ghanies,- hand made paper. palm-gur
extraction and s0ap making in order to increase employ-
ment opportunities in rural areas. During the year 1979-80,
approximately 37, 000 people have been provided employ-
ment by the efforts of this Board; products of village
industries worth about Rs. 35 crores were sold. It is
expected that Rs. 39 crores worth goods will be sold this
year. The State- Government has proposed to provide
Rs. 158 lakns of financial assistance to this Board.

37. In order to promote these industries, many
more industrial co-operative societies will be set up. Statis-
tics of unemployed goldsmiths will be collected
soon; based on that 1nformat10n goldsmiths’ co-operative

societies will be organised. Scheme for supply of ‘Thalis’

at cheaper price to poor will be implemented through
these socicties. '
Roads and Road Transport

38. Realising the need for proper maintenance of

the roads, this Government has earmarked Rs. 15 crotes

- during 1980-81 for maintenance of Government roads.

Under thescheine of Government taking over and improving
Panchayat Union bus route roads, an expenditure of

"

Rs. 6 crores was incurred for the financial year 1979-80_
With this sum of money works on 2,000 kms. of road
have been completed. Works in about 500 kms. are in
progress. This year the Government has decided to
increase the allotment for this purpose to Rs. 10 crores.
For the scheme of providing roads to villages with a popula-
tion of 1,500, a sum of of Rs. 3 crores was provided during
the year 1979-80. This year, Rs. 6 crores has been
earmarked for the scheme.

39. According to the detailed survey conducted last
year, it is estimated that by introducing, in_the first stage,
476 new bus routes, it would be possible to benefit 18 lakhs
of people, living in 968 habitations and in the second
stage by introducing 426 new routes, it would be possible
to benefit an additional population of 22 lakhs. The
second stage would also require some improvements to
the existing roads. In 1979-80, new bus routes were
introduced benefiting 32 lakhs of people, living in 1,395
hamlets. T am happy to announce that workers in all

but two of the Transport Corporations have been able to
get the maximum bonus for 1978-79, thanks to proper
management of these undertakings and good labour
The Transport Corporations were

relations. able to



introduce 1,321 new buses in 1979-80. In the current

year, it is programmed to introduce 1,700 new buses, by '

way of augmentation and replacements.

Tourism Development

40. The Tamil Nadu Toviism Development Corpora-
tion is constructing Tourist Rest Houses at Madurai and
-Coimbatore. The Government has requested experis
to.draw up special tourism development plans for Kanniya-
kumari and Rameswaram. Approval of the House is
sought for extending Rs. 15 lakhs as share capital and

Rs. 15 lakhs as loan to the Tamil Nadu Tourism Develop-

ment Corporation. The Government has programmed
to spend Rs. 12 lakhs towards provision of better facilities

to tourists and , several improvement works at
Mamallapuram. ‘

Education

41. Tamil Nadu has forged ahead of the rest of the
country, in implementing the higher secondary stage in
education. This year a total of 1-18 lakh students have
appeared for the higher secondary examination, at the
‘end of 12th year of schooling. 25,000 of them have received
vocational education. It is also worth mentioning. that
6,600 of the 25,000 students, are girls. The extent
-to which facilities for higher secondary education have
been enlarged by attaching the plus two stage with the
schools, can be assessed from the fact that the total number of
students who appeared for the Pre-University Examination
in 1979 was only 79,000. -Government has further sanc-
tioned the upgradation of 150 high schools as higher
secondary schools during 1980-81. With this, 1,242

schools would have been converted as Higher Secondary
Schools, thereby extending higher level of education .
throughout the State, particularly to the rural areas. An
amount of Rs. 3:3 crores has been set apart for providing
laboratory buildings, science equipment and library facilities
in these Higher Secondary schools. 2,800 new teachers at -
various levels would be appointed in the current year.

42. A recent survey has revealed that more than 4,000
Elementary and Higher elementary schools in -Panchayat
Union areas are without proper school. buildings. - I am
happy to announce that the Government has decided to
implement a special programme to provide buildings for
all these schools within the next three years. Government -
will extend a grant of Rs, 55 crores to Panchayat Unions
in the current year for this purpose. Members = will
part1Cularly welcome the provision under this programme
for giving increased assistance to backward Panchayat
Unions coming under categories V and VI.

43. Government has undertaken several steps to solve
the problem of school drop-outs The percentage of drop-
outs in the age-group 6 to 11, viz., the number of persons
who having joined the I Standard did not complete the
V Standard, stood at 51 per cent in [973-74.
This figure came down to 38 per cent in 1978-79 and further
still to 33 per cent in 1979-80. T have no hesitation that
all Members of this House will welcome this trend.

44. The programme of Non-for mal Education, which
benefits drop-outs and persons who had no- opportunity
to go through the formal "schooling, will be further
strengthened during the current year. An allocation
of Rs. 7-85 lakhs has been made to establish two
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additional Non-formal Education centres in each
‘Panchayat Union. Further a provision of Rs. 3 lakhs
has been: made to assist Parent-Teacher associations
to establish 600 centres in, higher secondary schools.
While 4 lakhs of people have been benefited from Non-
formal Education during 1979-80, it is expected that this
number will increase upto 4-8 lakhs this year.

45. A provision of Rs. 1 lakh eachhas been made
towards the establishment of Universities at Coimbatore

and Tiruchirappalli which was referred to .in the

Governor’s address. An initial provision of 1 lakh has been
made for establishment of Centre for Appropriate
Technology. It is proposed to undertake the establishment
of-Famil University next year after examining the report
of an Expert Committee to be constituted for this purpose.

46. Intake in polytechnics will be increased by 546
seats during . the current year. The Government has
decided to permit the establishment of a Textile based Poly-
‘technic in Kumarapalayam, a polytechnic for women
founded by, ‘Periyar-Maniammai Trust at Thanjavur and
a private Polytechnic at Coimbatore district during this
year. The Government has also taken steps to start new
courses in various polytechnics. A total provision of
Rs. 857 lakhs and a Plan outlay of Rs. 141 lakhs have
been made for thissector, during this year. .

Youth Welfare

47. A sum of Rs. 10-92 lakhs has been provided for
establishing three sports training schools and three sports
training hostels under the Directorate of Sports and Youth
Service, which was set up last year. A sum of Rs. 545 lakhs

has been earmarked for constructing stadia i+ 25 Taluks

-and Panchayat Union Centres. An initial provision of

Rs. 2 lakhs has been made ror assisting the construction of
swimming pools in district headquarter towns. Apart
from this, Rs. 15 lakhs has been provided to set up a
Regional Sports Centre at Madras. The total provision of
Rs. 274 lakhs has been made towards Sports and Youth
Welfare activities, during the current year.

Medical Services

48. Members are aware that the Government hag
been taking steps during the past few years, with the aim
making available medical facilities in a widespread manner
all over the State. In pursuance of this, a sum,
of Rs. 61 lakhs has been provided tor provision of additional
facilities in the taluk headquarter hospitals air conditioning
of operation theatres in district hospitals, installation of
generators in district headquarters hospitals and setting up
of 50 mini health centres in addition to the existing 164 mini
health centres and 224 mobile clinics . A sum of Rs. 70 lakhs
has been provided for construction of staff quarters in
villages for medical personnel. A sum of Rs, 24 lakhs
has been  earmarked for providing additional
facilities to the nmedical college hospitals at
Thanjavur, Tirunelveli; Chengalpattu and Coimbatore.

49. A sum of Rs. 6 lakhs has been provided for
providing additional facilities to the drug manufacturing
section in the King Institute, Madras. This year it has
been proposed to give Triple Antigen Vaccine to 9-5
lakh children, BCG vaccine to 11 lakh chjldren ar4
polio vaccine to 4 lakh children. For the first-time in the
State, it is proposed to provide Typhoid Inoculation to
75 lakh children. It is also proposed to provide Vitamin
A drops for eye gare for 20 lakh children. It is proposed



to implement a scheme of village service for junior doctors.
Under this scheme, the doctors will work for six months in
the primary health centres and then for another six months
inthe taluk hospitals.

50. This Government, which is having a special interes
.in the promotion of indigenous medicine, has programmed
"to start Siddha Wings in 15 hospitals in the State, during
this year. Buildings will be constructed for the Siddha
Wing in the district hospitals at Thanjavur and Periyar
during the current year. ’
Water-Supply

51. Tamil Nadu Water-Supply and Drainage Board
which is ehgaged in the task of providing. drinking water
facilities to all the habitations in the State, has divided
them into six categories as follows:—

(1) colonies which do not have water sources
witliin a distance of I km.

" '(2) colonies which have water sources within a
distance of 1 km. but without a potable water source.

_ (3) colonies which have good water sources
within 1 km. but withinsufficient supply.

(4) colonies with water sources within 1 km.
“but. not properly protected or privately owned.

—

(5) colonies without water sources within the
colony but having water sources within 1 km. distance.

(6) colonies with good water source within their
precincts, ' ‘

The task of providing water-supply to the habitations
under the first two categories will get completed during
the current year. This would have cost a sum of Rs. 25
crores benefiting about 20 lakhs of people. It is now
proposed to take up work relating to the 6,500 habitations
coming under category III. It is estimated by TWAD
that this stage will cost Rs. 45 crores and will benefit 26
lakhs of people. The TWAD is maintaining 18,000
borewells throughout the State with the help of 17
mobile units consisting of 235 mechanics.

52, Last year, 32 Municipal water-supply schemes,
74 Town-Panchayat schemes and 9 panchayat schemes
were under implementation by TWAD ; in addition,
7 municipal water-supply = schemes and 22 Town-
Panchayat water-supply schemes were also approved.
Out of these schemes under implementation, during the
current year, it is expected that 32 schemes willl get
completed. The Siruvani water-supply scheme benefiting
Coimbatore City and 15 adjacent town panchayats is
expected to be completed during current year. Even
before its full completion, Coimbtore City is being supplied
with- additional water. By this, it has become possible to
stabilise the 7 million gallons of water-supply to Coimba-
tore City. The Government has planned to allot during



 this year, a sum of Rs. 6:83 crores to TWAD, which is
- implementing all these schemes, drawing assistance from
Life Insurance Corporation of India.

Rural H ousing Scheme

53. The rural housing scheme introduced by this
Government is being implemented vigourously. Under
this scheme loan assistance of Rs. 2,400 was extended
through housing co-operatives for constructing houses
costmg Rs. 3,000 each. In view of the increase in the
costs of building materials the ceiling on the cost of the
house has been enhanced to Rs. 3,750. Correspondingly,
the loan assistance has also been incteased to Rs. 3,000.
During the co-operative year 1978-79, 7,430 houses were
built at a cost of Rs. 5:45 crores. During 1979-80 22,318
houses have been built, upto end of May 1980 at a cost of
Rs. 15:56 crores. This scheme is being implemented with
assistance from financial institutions. This programme will
continue to be implemented with vigour in the current
year. For this purpose, Government has made a provision

- of Rs. 2 crores as its contribution for Apex Co-operative

Housing Society.

54, Unde1 the Slum clearance programme 4,088 tene-
ments were built in the Madras ~Metropolitan area
during last year. The Government provided basic facilities
in other slum areas at a cost of Rs. 80 lakhs. A slum
improvement' programme benefiting 16,000 families at
a cost of Rs. 153 lakhs was also 1mplemented last year
with assistance from the Woild Bank. Provision has
been made in the cuirent year to complete this World

'Bank assisted programme at a cost of Rs. 120 lakhs and

Y

also take up similar improvement works directly by
the State Government at a cost of Rs. 100 lakhs. In
connection with the World Tamil Conference at Madvrai
City, slumclearance work involving the construction of
1.008 tenements at a cos: of Rs., 105 lakhs has been
completed.

Madras City Development

55. The Madras Metropolitan Water-Supply and
Sewerage Board has planned to undertake several new
schemes in the current year., Woik has commenced on
construction of a third conduit from Red Hills to Madras
City, extension of water-supply to areas, newly added to
the City and improvements to the sewerage network,
Work on the World Bank assisted schemes is being
accelerated. The Board will be given assistance by the
Government to the tune of Rs. 1102 crores as grant and as
loan in the current year for these programmes. The
Government has drawn.up a plan for improving streets
coming under private layouts in Madras City and has set
up a fund with an initial grant of Rs. 50 lakhs for this
purpose. With the creation of this fund, the Madras .
Corporation has been enabled to undertake improvement
‘works in these private streets, initially meeting the expendi-
ture from this Fund. The Corporation will utilise the
recoveries of development charges from the beneficiaries
and by recycling the funds will undertake improvements
in other private streets. The Budget estimate includes a
provision of Rs. 20 lakhs for the Madras Corporation to
effect further improvements to the street lighting system
in the City of Madras. I would like to’ take this
opportunity to press the Central Government to take up.



" the Mass Rapid Transit System without any delay, which
can only alleviate the growing transportation problems
§n the city. _ -

Food for Work-Employment Guarantee Scheme
56. Government announced in the Governor’s address
in February 1979, a scheme of employment guarantee
to the unemployed persons in rural areas. It was possible
to utilise the rice allocated under food for work programme

_after the Government of India allowed the supply of rice
under Food for Work Programme.  The allocation under
food for work programme is utilised for expanding the
activities of Irrigation, Highways and Agriculture depart-
~ments. It has been possible to take up construction of
channels and road and soil conservation works. These
departments utilised 4,940 tonnes of rice during 1979-80.
In addition, rural development department has utilised
50,636 metric tonnes of rice for construction of school

" buildings, panchayat offices and women welfare centres

and also for maintaining office buildings, roads, irrigation

sources and water-supply system. Of the 43,199 works
taken up, 32,904 were completed. 23 lakh persons were
employed generating employment for 142 Jakh mandays

and works worth Rs. 9:27 crores were implemented. A

provision of Rs. 3-76 crores was made last year in addition

to normal provisions for rural development, for the purpose

of previding employment to those who came forward

for work under Employment Guarantee scheme. Last

year, 1,89,000 persons were given employment under
J . “

Employment Guarantee Scheme. This scheme will be

continued this year also. Various departments will take

up works with the financial alloqation made and the ri?f
allocated to them under "Food for Work Programme.

A provision of Rs. 10 crores has been set apart for Rural

A

Development department to take up works under Employ-
ment Guarantee scheme. Last year, 55,584 tonnes of
rice were utilised under Food for Work Programme.
This Government has requested the Government of India
to make an initial allocation of I lakh tonnes of rice.

Training to Rural Youths

57. The Government introduced a schemelast year to
impart short term artisan training to rural youth.
Under this scheme, 5,600persons have been trained last year
in rural areas. The Central Government has also come fot-
ward to assist this scheme. By improving the availability -
of facilities in several traininginstitutions, it is programmed
to impart such training to 16,200 persons during the current
year. This training will be imparted through the Khadi
and Village Industries Board, the training centres under
the control of the Directorate of Rural Development, -the
Industrial Training Institutes and the Tamil Nadu Small
Industries Corporation. '

Rural Development Schemes

58. Lastyear,a comprechensive development programme,
providing link roads, water-supply, school buildings and
other basic needs in rural arcas in an integrated manner,
was inaugurated in 69 panchayat unions. During this
year, it is programmed to extend it to cover 100 panchayat
unions additionally. Various departments have programmed
to implement the several connected works in an integrated
manner. The Budget Estimates include a special provisién
of Rs. 10 crores for this scheme,

59. [t is proposed to collect details of the destitute poor
below the poverty line who are without any regular work.

ey




Govemment":vifll take suitable steps to create employment
opportunities for them. The funds available for various
schemes like Integrated Rural Development Scheme, Small
Farmers Development Scheme and Scheme for Training
of Rural Youth will be made use of for this purpose.

60. Government has decided to implement a scheme to
prevent starvation deaths. Under this scheme poor people
without any scope of sustenance, can approach the Grama-
sevak if and when they suffer due to starvation. A sum of
Rs. 100 will be given as grant and their names will be regis-
tered under Employment Guarantee Scheme, old and desti-
tute persons, qualified to receive the old age pension,
will be assisted in obtaining the old age pension.

Welfare of Weaker Sections
61. This Government is undertaking programmes to

benefit weaker sections of society, in. need of special -

assistance. A Special  Nutrition Project with
“assistance from the World Bank will be implemented
from the current year. Under this programme, training
relating to nutrition and public health will be imparted
to one mother selected from each village. She will
function as a part-time Community Nutrition worker.
Totally about 9,000 such mothers will be functioning as
nutrition workers. Further, there will be one full time
female community worker for every 5,000 of population.
Under this programme, infants in the age-group 6 months
to 36 months will be given health care, preventive vacci-
nation angd wherever necessary special nutrition. Pregnant
women in the lower income groups would be given special
nutritional care from the seventh month of pregnancy till
four months after delivery. Monthly medical check up will

'y

be organised and necessary health care will be adminis-
tered. The cost of these inputs will be not less than R, 150
per woman. This programme will be initially implemented
ona pilot basis in Kottampatti Panchayat Union in Madurai
district and will be exended in stages to the nutritionally
backward district of Madurai, Chengalpattu, Ramanatha-
puram, Tirunelveli, Pudukkottai and North Arcot districts
in the next five years. It is important to mention that 44
per cent of rural population in the State -are living in"~
these districts. A provision of Rs. 213 crores has been
made in the current year for this programme.

62. A programme to construct separate modern
latrines in villages for women would be launched soon.
This programme work will be started in the villages under
Self-Sufficiency Scheme first and will be extended to other
areas later.

63. I would like to mention here that the sanctions
under pension schemes like Old Age Pension and Destitute
Widow Pension has been stepped up considerably to cover
larger number of deserving persons. The number of
persons who received such pensions was 81,204 on 30th
June 1977. It is significant to note that this number has
increased to 1,13,970 by December 1979,

Agricultural Labourers’ Pension

64. The rules of the Old Age Pension have been
modified whenever it was found necessary, in order to extend
the benefits of the scheme to those who reGuired help.
In April 1978 the minimum age limits for sanctioning
pension to destitute widows was reduced from 45 to. 40.
Last July, orders were issued to sanction pension to
blind persons, without any minimum age limit. Again last



year, the pension amount was raised to Rs.25 from Rs. 20,
which was the amount fixed at the commencement of the
scheme. Provision of two sets of dresses annually under
this scheme, was also introduced from, Independence
Dayduring last year. This scheme will be further enlarged
to cover destitute and physically weak agricultural

~ labourers who have reached 60 years of age.

Food for Poor

65. In order to implement the policy of supply of free
foodgrains to the needy among the people below the
poverty line, Government has decided to issue one kilo-
gram of rice per week free of cost to Old Age Pensioners,
Destitute Widow Pensioners, Physically Handicapped
Pensioners, Blind Pensioners and Agricultural Labourer
Pensioners. It will cost the Government about Rs. 1-25
crores per annum on the basis of present cost of rice and
present strength of pensioners. It is significant to point
out that with the implementation of this decision, these
pensioners will be assisted by the Government in the form
of food, clothing and cash doles. ’

Welfare of Harijans

66. Special care will be taken to ensure that the
Harijans and the backward classes get their due share in
the gxpenditure_incurred under the various development
schemes. In addition to this, to take up special schemes
a provision of Rs. 2123 crores was made in the
Revenue and Capital accounts in the Revised Estimate
for 1979-80 for the welfare of scheduled castes. " This
will be increased' to Rs. 2472 crores in the current year.
Several new schemes are to be implemented in the current

year for the welfare of scheduled castes. It is programired
to spend Rs. 75 lakhs in the current year on an integrated
scheme for the provision of roads, schools, water-supply,
roads ' leading to burial grounds and  other

basic facilities in the Harijan habitations. A new pro-
gramme at a cost of Rs. 1 crore for the provision of
buildings, libraries and other facilities for the schools
run by the Department of Harijan Welfare will
be implemented in the current year. A provision
of Rs. 2 crores has been made in the Budget
Estimates for the construction of hostels for Harijan
students. These special programmes for the welfare of

. scheduled castes will be implemented paiticularly in the

Panchayat unions where the self-sufficiency scheme is to
be implemented.

Harijan Housing

67. Underthe Rural Housing Scheme, Government
gives interest subsidy on loans taken by Harijans, in addi-
tion to extending a grant of Rs. 600. for Harijans falling
under low income groupe. This scheme which is imple-
mented with assistance from Institutions .like L.I.C.
enables the Harijans to construct houses at suitable places
of their choice in large numbers. 3,003 houses were built
by Harijans during the co-operative year 1978-79 under
this scheme, which was introduced only in the latter half
of that year. During 1979-80, 16,000 houses have been
built by Harijans. It is proposed to increase the grant
from Rs. 600 to Rs. 1,000 and by this it is expected that

larger number of Harijans will be covered under this scheme.
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Steps have been taken to enable 30,000 Hamjans to
construct houses during the co-operative year 1930--81.

88. Fifteen new hostels for Harijan boys and
girls will be opened this year. Rupees one crore has been
provided in the Budget for share capital to Tamil Nady
Harijan Housing Development Corporation to provide
necessary assistance to Harijans to set up various enter-
prises. This Corporation will thus be enabled to furnish
the necessary margin money to the financial institutions and

-who wish to set up businesses or other enterprises with
loans from these institutions. This will enable to substan-
tially boost the lending of financial institutions and tenks
for such self-employment schemes of scheduled castes and

various schemes and to get the due share for Tamil Nadu

announced by the Centre.
Welfare of Backward Classes

69. Members are aware that this Government increased
the reservation to 50per cent for backward classes in
educational institutions and employment. In the coming
year 34 backward classes hostels for girls and boys will be
opened. It isalso proposed to open two hostels for
students from Denotified Tribes A total provision of
Rs. 761 lakhs hasbeen made for this department in thisyear.

Memorial to Periyar and Anna

70. Members are aware that last year Periyar’s
Centenary was celebrated in every district = With

: up-a Science Museum named after Periyar who throughout

commercial banks onbehalf of Scheduled castes and tribes

‘scheduled tribes.  Plans are being formulated to take up -

from the special allocation for Harijans recently

splendour. The Governmeént has decided to- set

Ty
his life was exhorting everyone to think and act on a
rational basis. The Gevernment has also decided to
construct a Periyar Memorial Hall. This hall will have
facilities for simultaneous translations, fit enough for
convening international conferences. The Government
has also purchased Arignar Anna’s house in Kancheepuram
and has decided to maintain it as a memorial to him.

Development of Arts

71. A provision of Rs. 165 lakhs has been made for
expanding the National Art Gallery in Madras. The
surroundings of Valluvar Kottam will be beautified and
improved. A provision of Rs. 4 lakhs has. been made to
enable the Institute of Film Technology to procure neces-
sary additional equipment. Provision has also been made
for setting upa colour film processing laboratory at a cost
of Rs. 12:65 lakhs.., Government will be providing

~ assistance to the tuneof Rs.20 lakhs to the Tamil Nadu

Theatre. Corporation to enable it to extend additional
loans for setting up theatres.

Weliare of Government Servants

72. The Government continues to pay special attention
towards the welfare of its employees. Following the
decision taken last yea1, aniangements have been made to
sanction house building advances for Government
servants at district headquért‘ers instead of Madras City.
This has resulted in easier clearance of loans in all districts
including Madias City. The outlay on house building
advances has been stepped up from Rs. 207 lakhs last year

s,



to Rs. 332 lakhs in the current year. The outlay on
provision of housing facilities for Policemen has been
stepped up by Rs. 1 crore from Rs. 125 lakhs last year to
Rs. 225 lakhs inthe current year. A provision of Rs. 250
lakhs has been made for construction of residential quarters
for other Government employees.

Annual Plan

73. The Budget Estimate, 1979-80 provided for a
Plan outlay of Rs. 342:88 crores. In the Revised Estimate
1979-80, the annual plan outlay was estimated at Rs.347-41
crores. Against this the Budget Estimates 1980-81
envisage a Plan outlay of Rs. 436:37 crores. In the
current year also the power sector gets the major share
in the Annual Plan. The Annual Plan provides for an
outlay of Rs. 155:76 crores on Power, Rs 32:74 crores
on Irrigation, Rs. 78-25 crores for Agriculture and allied
sectors, Rs. 23-22 crores for Industiies, Rs. 37-84 crores
for Road and Road Transport, Rs. 20-73 crotes for
Education, Rs. 1228 cicres foi Health, Rs. 33:36
crores for Water-Supply and Drainage, Rs. 23-68 crores
for Housmg and Urban Development and Rs. 18 51
crofes for other miscellaneous sectors.

Government Offices

74. Under the programme of opening of adminis-
‘trative offices it is programmed to open 15 new
" Sub-Registrars’ offices and sub-treasuries in4 places.
Considering the growth in population and the development
of new housing colonies it is planned to open 10 new
- Police stations. The Budget Estimates also provide for the
establishment of 11 new coutts in ordex to ensuie speedier
disposal of cases. I am sure that the’ membeis of this

i

House will welcome these programmes which are intended
to serve the public, eventhougb such an expenditure
will be outside the Plan.
Changes in Taxes

75. A long standing plea of the trading community,
is that the multi-point tax levied on the sale of many
commodities, should be converted into single point
tax. Taking note of this suggestion Government have.
decided to convert the 4 per cent multi-point sales tax
presently levied on locks, combs, stationery articles, pens,
ballpoint pens and refills, plastic articles, galvanised iron
buckets, asafoetida, camphor, candle, notebooks into
single point tax. Since these articles undergo atleast one

‘sale before they are finally sold to consumers, the rate of -

single point sales tax has been fixed at 8 per cent. This
will come into effect from tomorrow.

76. In. order to reduce the burden of traders in mainte-
nance of accounts, items of low revenue yield will be
completely exempted from sales tax, Lemon grass oil and
laurel oil manufactured by cottage industry, hurricane
lamps and non-pressure kerosene stoves which are used
by the common man are items that will be exempted
from sales tax from tomorrow.

77. The tax on sales of bicycles outside the State was
reduced from 4 per cent to 1 per cent in order to reduce
the difficulties in the sale of cycles manufactured in the
State to other States. It is now proposed to reduce also
the tax on sales on component parts of cycles, outside
the State from the present 4 percentto 1 per cent, with
effect from tomorrow.

4\‘"“\\ v
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78. Government has decided to reduce local sales tax
on cycles and component parts of cycles from 6 per cent
to 3 per cent. This reduction will take effect from
tomorrow. I am confident these tax reduction measures
which would benefit the poor and traders will be
welcomed by all. It is estimated that on account of these
decisions, the annual loss of revenue- would be around
Rs. 1-6. crores.

79. Government has decided to constitute a “Traders’

Welfare Committee’” to examine and recommend measures

for the welfare of the Trading Community.
Budget Estimates

80. The Budget Estimates for 1979-80 envisaged
revenue receipts of Rs. 849-83 crores and revenue
expenditure of Rs. 849-25 crores with a revenue surplus
of Rs. 58 lakhs. In the Revised Estimates, the revenue
receipts are estimated at Rs. 924°06 crores and the revenue
expenditure at Rs. 884-44 ciores. The increased realisation
of sales tax consequent on the general increase in prices, the
payment of increased surcharge on Motor Vehicles Tax
by Transport Corporations, better receipts under Enter-
tainment Tax and Stamps have been chiefly responsible
for, the improved revenue receipts. The increase in revenue
expenditure is mainly on account of natural calamities.
The Budget Estimates, 1979-80 provided for an outlay of
Rs. 7225 crores on the Capital Account and Rs.79:94 crores
on Loan account. The Revised Estimates, 1979-80
provide for an outlay of Rs. 70:06 crores on the Capital
Account and Rs. 120°82 crores net on the Loan account.
Inspite of the fact that the recovery position of loans of
various co-operatives has deteriorated, the Government
has extended special assistance to various co-operative
institutions to the tune of Rs. 43-5 crotes in the Revised
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Estimates, 1979-80 to enable them to extend fresh loans
to }hose farmers who have paid their dues promptly and
to implement the concessions announced by Government.
The overall effect of the transactions in all the accounts
in the Budget Estimates, 1979-80 was estimated to be a
deficit of Rs. 425 crores. In the Revised Estimates
1979-80 it is anticipated that the overall effect on all
accounts would be a deficit of Rs. 59 1akhs ‘leavmg aclcsing
cash balance of Rs. 2'34 crores.

81.In the Budget Fstimates for 1980-81 it is
estimated that the revenue receipts will be Rs. 98266 crores
the revenue expenditure will be Rs. 96727 crores leaving a
net surplus of Rs. 15°39 crores. The Budget Estimates
198081 shows a lower surplus on ‘the Revenue account
when compated to the Revised Estimates, 1979-80 on
account of the higher provision of Rs. 10 croies made
for the Employment Guarantee Scheme and'piovision
of Rs. 10 crores for self-sufficiency Scheme, and provisions
for seveial new schemes. The outlay in the Capital account
has been increased to Rs. 9421 crores in the Budget
Estimates 1980-81. Piovision for construction of hostels
for Scheduled Caste students, provision for construction
of school buildings, provision for the buildings to -be
constructed under the World Bank assisted Nutrition
project, additional share capital assistance to the Tamil
Nadu Cuvil Supplies Corporation, increased outlay on
several irrigation projects, account for the increased
outlay in the Capital Account. The net outlay on the
Loan account is estimated to be Rs. 76'33 crores. Taking .
all accounts together the Budget Estimates 1980-81 are
estimated to result in a net surplus of Rs. 33 lakhs
leaving a closing cash balance of Rs. 201 lakhs.



Five-Year Plan

82. The Central Government has planned to draw
up a new jFive-Year Plan commencing from 1980-81.
Following this, the State Government is engaged in
‘drawing up the new Five-Year Plan for the State. In
this context I would like to point out that the Central
assistance to Tamil Nadu continues to remain at a very
- low level.

83. The share of Tamil Nadu in Central assistance
to States for plan assistance has been going down over
the successive Five-Year Plan which can be gauged from
the table below :—

Share of Tamil
Nadu in the

Central assistance
extended to all

States.
(Percentage)
First Five-Year Plan (1951-56) .. .. 10-8
Second Five-Year Plan (1956-61) o 9:0
Third Five-Year Plan (1961-66) .. 7-4
Annual Plans (1966-69) .. .. .. 6-8
- Fourth Five-Year Plan (1969-74) .. 55
_Fifth Five Year-Plan (1974-78) .. 41

v

The table below reveals the declining trend of
- per capita Plan outlay of Tamil Nadu consequent on the
reduced level of Central assistance.

Per capita Plan Outlay

Tamil All-  Rank o
Nadu. India. Tami

Nady
among the
‘ States (22).
RS. " RS.

Fourth Five-Year Plan Outlay '
(1969-74) .. .. 114 133 17
Fifth Five-Year Plan Outlay | ‘
(1974-78) .. - 272 345 19

84. I wish to take this opportunity to request the
Central Government to take stepsto alter this situation by
increasing the Central assistance to the State substantially

" S0 as to enable the State to draw an appropriate new

Five-Year Plan with a per capita outlay, at least reachmg
the All-India average outlay.

Sir,

85. I have placed before the House a clear picture of
the financial position of the State. Our aim is that equahty,'
socialism and democracy should prevail in all spheres ;
the people of Tamil Nadu should progress and prosper;
Tamil Nadu should be strengthened and enriched in all

~\
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aspects and thereby contribute to the power and glory of
India.

86. I am confident that the comments of the Members
and their suggestions for new schemes and their advice
on various aspects would be of great assistance to this
Government in discharging its duties éﬂiciently and
effectively. . In this I seck the assistance of everyone of you.

Anna once remarked “What is the test of a good Govern-
Like light to a lamp, like abundant yield to a
armland, the prosperity and peace of the people of the

K

«

country are the real test of a good Government.” Inspired
by this ideal of bringing peace and prosperity to the people
of Tamil Nadu, this Government has endeavoured to draw
up and implement various schemes for their welfare.

87.1 wish to extend my sincere thanks to
Thiru K. Venkatesan and his colleagues for having -

assisted me in preparing this Budget in the short tlme
avallable to us.

88. I request that this House may approve the Annual
Financial Statement for the year 1980-81.
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INFORMATION AND
 pUBLIC RELATIONS

. PY

The Information and Public Relations Department functions as the
liaison organisation between the Government and the Public. It is
the channel through which the policies of the Government and their
activities and achievements are made kncwn to the public utilising all
madia of mass communication such as Press, Film, Exhibitions, tradi-
tional medialike dramas and song programmes and printed material-
The grievances and the needs of the public are communicated by this
department to the Government and the concerned administrative depart-

ments.

The advertisements of all departments, undertakings and other insti-
tutions under the control of the State Government are centralised and
teleased to the Press through this department. Further, the Information
and Public Relations department prepares and releases its own
.advertisements to educate the public aboutthe policies and programmes

of the QGovernment.

Functions :

With a view to educate the public about historical events and the
great sacrifices made for the people by National Leaders, functions are
organised by this department on their birthdays and commemoration
days. After the year 1978 and during 1979-80, birthdays of Thiru-
valluvar, Bharathiyar, Bharathidasan, Quide-E-Millat, Kamaraj, V.0.C
Chidambaram, Perarignar Anna, Thanthai Periyar, Annal Gandhiji
Dr. Ambedkar, Muthuramalinga Thevar, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
Rajaji and Netaji -were celebrated. Republic Day, Independence
‘Dayand U.N. Day were also celebrated. ‘

- Thanthai Periyar Centenary Celebrations :

, As a follow-up programme of Thanthai Periyar Centenary Celcbra-
tions, Sound apd Light programmes explaining his life and message
were codted in Madrasand Tiruchirappalli. Itis proposed to condusgt

the programme in Thanjavur, Madurai and Erode during the coming
m> ‘nths. ‘Periyar Puratchi Mozhigal’,a book containing the sayings of
Periyar® wais pablishad at a subsidised price. The Expert Committee of:
Thanthai Periyar Centenary Celebrations Committee is preparing
two books nam:ly © Biography of Periyar’ and “Pictorial Biography of
Pcri‘yar, for Children”. After completion of the book ° Biography of
Periyar’, Governmant will examine the scheme to publish this book in
other languages. Stepsare b;ingtakento erect a statueof Periyar at
Vaikom in Kerala State in memory of his satyagraha to fight against
untouchability at Vaikom in the year 1922,



Government are also taking steps to constructa Big Conference Hall
at a cost of Rs. 94lakhsand a Scientific Museumat Madras. Actionis
also being taken to install inscription stone slabs in the Prisons where

Periyar suffered imprisonment and to erect pillars in all districts with -

golden sayings of Periyar.

Exhibitions:

This department organises exhibitions within the State and also
participatesin exhibitions organised in other states and portrays the
activities and achivements of the Govt.Policymatters in regerdtoconduct
ofexhibitions within Tamil Naduand the Governments participation
in themare dealtwithinthis department. The Government have decided
_that public places owned by Government and local bodies should
not be leased out to private individuals and organisations for holding
exhibitions. However, certain organisations like local bodies and
recognised industrial, commercialand educationzl institutions have
been. permitted to_organise exhibitions in public places with the prior
permission of the Government.

This department organised the first exhibition at Salem in 1978-and
thiis is being continued for the third year now. Commencing from 1979
exaibition was conducted for the second time atCoimbatore, inMarch-Ma}’l
during this year and for the first time at M \durai during April-June
thisyear Itispgoposed tohold Governmeat exiibitionat Tiruchirappalli

'

during this year. Besides being ‘beneficial to thousanas of people, the
exhibitions conducted bythe Governnient are appreciated by them.

Information Centres. :

The Information Centresat Madras,Madurai,and. Tha njavur serve the
public by providing them information on all general topics and on the
policies and achievements of ~Government. Reading Rooms also
function at these centres.

Memoriafs :

Valluvar Kottam at Madras is under the control of this department.
Tillnow, memorials were under the controlof different departments. Anna
Square at Marina, Kamaraj Memorial House at T. Nagar, Kamaraj
M:morialand Rajaji Memorial at Guindyin Madras,Kzme 1¢j Memorial
House in Virudhunagar, Gandhi Mancapam in Ke nniyz kumeri, Re ¢ ji
Memorial House in Thorappalliand Periyar-Anna Memorial in Erode
which were hitherto under the control of Public Works Denartment and
Bharathiyar Memorial in Ettay2puram which was under the control of
the Eiucation Department have all been brought under the control of
this depirtment. The Government have decided to develop the area
surrounding Valluvar Kottam, Madrasatan estimated cost of Rs. 54.42
lakhs. Under this scheme, 2 shoPPing complex and dormitories
and forming of amusement Parksin the front and rear sides of the
Kottam find a Place. '

Proposal tc install a world famous Thiruvalluvar Statue at the minor
rock a ljrcent to Vivekananda Rock Memorial at Kanniyakumari . sea
side at an estimated cost of Rs. 90 lakhs is under consideration of the

. -Government.

It has been decided to acquire the house at KancheePuram; where
Arignar Anna lived,toPreserveit asa memorial. Asum of Rs.2:00 lakhs
has been sanctioned towards the Purchase of this house. This house
will be taken over by the Gdvernment soon. Acquiring of the house at
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I Tturuvalhlcem, Midras where Mahakavx Bharatniar llved is alsoander
' the consideration of the Government
? KamzvanarArangam,MadrasandArna Kaiai Arangam, Vellore :

-The Kalawanar Arangam, Madrasani Anna Kalai Arangam, Vellore
j' are run by this department. Besides according Permission for conduct
: of functions, ﬁlm showS are also conducted in Anna Kalai Arangam

: Vellore : :

Th° air-conditioned Kalaivanar Arangam is allotted for Government
functlons prwate functmns and for cultural Programmes. When there
are no fiinctions, film shows at the rate of one show Per day are Permitted
' subject to certain conditions. In tecent years, due to the above
' scheme, the income for thé Arangam has been increased.  Rent is
lcbllected from Private organisations at the appropriate rates. But
concessmnal rates arc allowed for Govemment departments.

| The Ra]ajl Hall; Gandh1 Illam and Seerani Arangam are under the
| admmlstratwe control of this department.

Tamll Arasu . ‘-, P

|

E The Tamll Arasu ‘Journal (Tamll and English) isa Publication of
| this dePartment. - This journal was started in July 1970 in Tamil as fort-
mghtly and in English as monthly. -The journal Prc jects the news and
' views of the Government with special cmvhasxs on integrated plans and
}Schemes The average circulation of the Tamil fortnightly is 45,000
\and that of the English monthly is- 3,000. These ‘are printed
i nthe Tamil Arasu Press whichis underthe control of this department.
The journals “Thittam,’ a publication of the Government of India and
 othar departmental journals ¢ T Thirukoil’ (Hindu Religious and Charita-
\ ble Endownt>nts dePartment) Uzhaippavar Ulagam’ (Labour depart-
,ment) Min Kudumbam® (Tamil Nadu Electricity Board), ‘TamilKalvi
* (B iucation department) are also printed here. From January 1980,
| the printing of the journals of High Court of Judicature *Theerpu
liIhirattu" and “Kutravazhakku Theerpu Thirattu’ are undertaken
iby the press. In addition, invitations, posters, pamphlets, folders,
\application forms, etc. of this Government are printedin thispress.

Subsidy to Feature Films :

The high  cost of production and the decline in the quality of films
produced are among the problems faced by the filmindustry in this State.
To encourage produc ion of quality Tamil Films based on nationally
desirable themes and welfare of the people, the Government are offering °
financial assistance of Rs. 1 lakh each to five films every .year. A com-
mittee to be cons:ituted for the purpose advises the Government in the
selection of films. .

Awards to best Films and Artists::

In order to encourage prod.(xcr.ion of Tamil films of aesthetic and
technical excellence. a sch:me of annual State Awards has again been
introduced from the financial year 1978-79. By this scheme, best among
the feature films, documsntaries and children’s films, ar.istes, technicians
etc., are being chosen and presented cash awards and prizes.The selection
ismade by a Committee to be constituted for this purpose.

The ques‘ion of setting up a-State.owned Film Finance Corporation
to help the needy and talented film producers with financial assistance
is under consideration of the Government. The aim of this corporation
is to assist the producers to make films of good standard inTamil.

Hitherto, permission to private film producers for shooting of films
in Government buildings, public places, etc., was granted by different
departments having control 9ver such places. From July1978, this proce-
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dure has b=en changed to facilitate grant of permission by one single
department and the Director of Information and Public Rela:ions had
been emipowered to grant this permission, .= This has helped the film
industry in abigwayas 'permissionis.givena.lmost on the spot.

Institute of Film Technology :

The Institute of Film Technology wasstarted in 1948 and‘has expanded
‘considerably since then. Its objects are toimpart training in all branches
of film production and allied subjects, to award diplomas to successful
caniidates, to educate the public to appreciate the great potentialities
of tham:dium of film for entertainment and educa.ion and to maintain
‘a rescarch centre for films. - An advisgry committee consisting of officials
and non-officials associated with the film industry offers advice to the
Institute. The Institute offers courses in Cinematography, Sound Record-

ing, Film Processi(}g, Direction and Screen Play writing, Editing and -

1

Acing, Tt is proposed to introduce televisron coutses in.the Institute
of Fim Technology from the current acaacmic year and necesasary
arrangements are being made for the installation of T.V. equipments.

The Institute is to be equipped with sophisticated equipments for
imparting the latest technique to the students. Recently, an arrifiex
cine camera has been acquired for the Institute and it is proposed to
purchase 2 Nos. Moviola equipments and colour processing unit during

- the current year.

The shooting floors and the equipmentsin the Institute of Film
Technology are also offered on hire to private producers interested in
shooting films. 1In addition to getting some revenue, this gives oppor-
tunjties to the studentsto observe and work with reputed technicians
in the industry. Various steps to improve the facilities offered ‘to
producers have been taken o that the shooting floors are fully utilised
by private prodacsss.

Tamil Nadu Films Division

The Tamil Nadu Films Division’ produces news.bulletins covering
important programmss in the State, depiccting developmental activities
of the Governimant and the functions involving people’s participation
and r:l:as:s them through the Films Division of.the Govrenment of India.
Tn addition, documentary films are also produced for the Government
d=partments highlighting thsir activities to educate the people. These
films (35 mm.) are relsased through the Films Division of theGovernment
of India. Copies of 16 mm. are supplied to the units of the Information
and Pyblic Rela ions Department in.the districts for screening in the

rural areas to educate the masses. Copies are also being supplied to the
S a‘e Informa ion Cenire for screening in Slum and labour colonies in’
Madras City.

Tamil Nadu Theatre Corporation, Madras :

The Tamil Nadu Theatre Corporation which - was incorporated in
1972 is a wholly Governm:nt owned -private limited company. The
i
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main object of the Corporation is to render financial assistance for the
Construction of semi-permanent theatres in TamilNadu, for thejr conver-
‘ ;ion tato permanent theatres, for construction of new permanent theatres,
touring and open air cinemas, for purchasz of equi pment, etc., necessary
for such theatres, The financial resources of the Corporation consist
of paid-up capital of Rs. 35-00 lakhs fully subscribed for bythe Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu and refinance facilities from the Indjan Overseas
31‘31?;11: for Rs. 50 lakhs besides Government’s long term loan of Rs, 15-00

lakhs.

As on date, there are 74 valid sanctions. Of thase, 68 loanees have
completed construction of the theatres and are exhibiting films. The
maximum amount payable is Rs..1-20 lakhs per theatre. The Corporas
tion has so far sanctioned a loan of Rs. 8483 lakhs of which Rs. 83- 60
lakhs have been disbursed.

The Corporation has succesded in encouraging the construction of
theatres in rural areas.

. Administration of Tamil Nadu Cinemas (Regulations) Act, 1955 and Tamil
Nadu Cinemas (Regulations) Rules, 1957 :

The Governmant have taken up necessary action to give resurgence
and to develop the Tamil Film Indus:ry, which was in a sick condition
two yzars ago, duz to the stiff compstition frem English, Hindi, Mala-
yalam, Telugu and Kannaia films. As a result. of this the Tamil film

. world has gained new life and lustre. With a view to make available

adequate numbar of good theatres for exhibition of Tamil films

the Government have am:nded the Tamil Nadu Cinemas (Regulations ’

Rules) recently, to make it compulsory for the cinema theatres, which
do not screen Tamil films, to screen Tamil films for a period of not less
than 12 weeks in a year.,

To solve the problem of inaiequate availability of the cinem
theatres and to cope with the number of the Tamil films released now-a
days, the district Collectors and the Commissioner of Police, Madras,

- have b2en ins'ructed to taks quick action to avoid the difficul.ies faced

I
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by those who apply for the construction of low cost open air cinemas,
touring cinzmas and szmi-permanent cinemas. Ths concerned Govern-
ment departments have also bzen instructed to avoid the delays and
inconveniences and to take a practical view in theissue of structura
soundness certificates and electrlal ceriificates to cinema theatres.

With a view Lo encourags ihe development of theéatres, the Tamil
Nadu Cin:mas (R:gula.ions) Rules 1957, are am:nded to suit the practical
needs of Lth: tim= and kseping in mind, theconveniences of the cinema
going public, the theatres are checked periodically and warned against
any failure to provide all faciliiies prescribed inthe rules and to keep the
theatres neat and in good sanitary condiiions. To prevent the concentra-
tion of th-atres in cities like Madras, the Government are considering
a proposal to p:rmit mini-cinemas with all facilities in extension areas
wherc the people can have cinemas near their residences.

During the last year, this Government have also  addressed the
Government of India pointing out the lack of adequate knowledge and
exp:riencs, in th: film fizld, of the members of the Advisory panel of
the Ragional Central Board of Film Censorsat Madras and have requested
themto recons itute the.advisory panel of the Board at Madrasin consul-
tationwiththis Governmznt. In view of.the above reason, the system
of consul ing Tamil Nadu Government by the Central Government has
bzen brought into forcz. Th: Government of India have also been
apprised of.this Governm:nt’s views against allowing obscene and. un- -
cultured scenes in Tamil films.

A proposal fo prevant display of obscens film posters in Madras City (
and othzrtowns ani also a proposal for ths censorship of film publicity |
materials are under consideraiion of the Government. ' |

R. M. Veerappan, ;
Minister for Information and |
‘Religious Endowments. !



The 78th birthday of late Thiru
Kamaraj was celebrated on July 15,
1980 at Kalaivanar Arangam by the
Government of Tamilnadu in -a
befitting manner. In the forenoon
session of the function a seminar on
Kamaraj was held, in which a num-
ber of distinguished speakers closely
associated with Kamaraj took part.

The gathering was welcomed by
Thiru M. S. Gopal, Director of
Information and Public Relations.
In his welcome speech the Director
said : “The Government of Tamil
Nadu is celebrating today the 78th
birthday of Kamaraj. A distin-
guished son of Tamilnadu, Thiru
Kamaraj started life as a humble
party worker and emerged as a
premier national leader, through
dint of hard work in the pursuit of a
lofty ideal.

His birthday is celebrated not
only to remember the great leader
that he was, but to recall the merito-
rious services he has rendered for
the country and take a pledge to
implement his ideals.

Thiru Ma. Po. Sivagnanam,
Chairman of the Council in his
inaugural speech said : The Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu is celebrating
today the birthday of a great patriot
and a noble son of India. We have
gathered here to pay homage to the
great leader and follow his ideals.

During the freedom struggle, we
had leaders of great calibre, the like
of whom we may not see again for
the simple reason there is no pros-
pect of our country becoming a
vassal state again.

When Gandhiji waged a non-
violent struggle against imperialism
it was intended not only to win
freedom for India but td earn that
status for other enslaved countries.
His mission was not confined to any
limited boundaries but encompassed
the entire world.

" BrTH ANNIVERSARY OF
care Tiiey RAMARAT

Kamaraj was foremost among
the leaders from. Tamil Nadu who
took part in the freedom struggle.

Entering politics "as "an ordinary
party worker, he gradually rose to
become a national leader. He isa true
patriot who regarded himself as
just_one among the 30 crores of
Indians striving for freedom. When
he took up the reins of administra-
tion of the State, he proved himself
an able administrator. He had
an abiding faith in the unity of the
country and all his life was devoted
to uphold that objective.

Thiru N. D. Sundaravadivelu
in his speech said :
of the view that one’s motherland
was greater than one’s mother.

Very few people know that Kamaraj_

also had an active role on the Vaikom
Satyagraha. Kamaraj introduced
the scheme of free education to all
irrespective of caste or creed. It
was he who took steps to improve
the lot of the teachers. To him
goes the credit of extending the pen-
sion scheme to teachers, and Madras
is the first state to do so in the whole
country. He was bent upon provid-
ing education to all and the number
of primary schools in the State
increased enormously during his
tenure as Chief Minmister. Other
participants included Tvl. A. P.
Janardhanam, M. P, T.K. Srini-
vasan, V. Munusamy, Akilan,  N.
Pandurangan, P. Chidambaram and
Tmt. Rajeswari Natarajan. -

In the evening a public meeting

was held at the Kalaivanar
Arangam under the president -
ship of  Thiru K. Rajaram,

Speaker of the Assembly, .in which
leaders belonging to different politi-
cal parties participated. “Thiru -

valargal G. Karuppiah Moopanar,

M.P., P. Ramachandran, former
Umon Minister  for" - Energy,
N. Sankariah, M.L.A., S. Alagar-
samy, M. L. A, Kuman Anandan,
M. L. A,P Nedumaran M. L A,
G. Murthy M.L.A,, A. R. Perumal.,
TlruvarurT Thankarasu Valampuri

* Kamaraj was.

- Minister

John, Chengam Jaffar and Tmt.

vAnandanayakl spoke on the occass-

lOn

~In his presidential address.
Thiru Rajaram Honourable Speaker
of the Legislative Assembly said :

The life of Kamaraj is not the
life of an individual. It is an epoch.
When Kamaraj relinquished ~ the
post of Chief Ministership of Tamil-
nadu to take up the post of the
President of the AICC, many leaders
welcomed the idea. But Thanthai
Periyar opposed it on the ground
that if he left for Delhi, the progress
of Tamil Nadu would be hampered.
Kamaraj was a selfless leader who
had only the country’s welfare at
heart. The name of such a great
leader can never be forgotton or
erased.

Navalar Nedunchezhyan,Honou-
rable Minister for Finance in his
speech said :

Kamaraj had realised the value
of cducation. Therefore, he made
all efforts to provide education for
all.  He was clear in his mind that
law was for the people and not vice
versa. While encomiums are paid
to all leaders, very few earn the merit
of being idolized by all. Kamaraj
belongs to this rare category. He
is one of the few leaders who was

"loved and adored by the people.

Thiru M.  G. Ramachandran,
Honourable Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu in his valeditory address
said : :

“ Kamaraj took over as Chief
‘of Tamil Nadu . when
school education was being ‘oriented
towards traditional jobs and was?
causing serious problems ‘in the
education systems. After becoming
Chief Minister of the: State he en-
sured that the scheme was with-
drawn by the very same Education
Mmlster who - had sponsorcd it

i J
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carlier. That showed his skill as a
political strategist.

Once when we approached him
to explain the repercussions of a
particular bill that sought to res-
train enactment of dramas he not
only told us that he would do- the
needful in the matter but also advised
us to ensure that the messages we
conveyed in our dramas did not
mjure the feelings of others.

- From an ordinary worker in tne
Congress Party to emerge on top of
that organisation is a steep climb
and would elate the ego of any politi-
cian. But not so to Kamaraj, who
took everything and everybody in
his st1"ide, least flattered by the
encomiums he earned or flustered
by the problems he faced.

. Coming from an ordinary family
without political background, he
entered politics as a volunteer in
the Congress party inspired by the
urge to see his country freed from the
British rule in his lifetime. His
tremendous capacity for organisa-
tion and ‘shrewd understanding of
men and mattters led him to the
eminent positions he came to occupy
in the latter part of his life.

The ordinary worker in the
party came to be recognized for what
he was worth when he was chosen
as the General Secretary of .the
Tamil Nadu Congress Committee,
from which platform he climbed by
dint of hard and sincere work to the
Presidentship of the party itself.
Kamaraj became the Chief Minister
of Tamilnadu.in 1954. Under his
stewardship the. State not only
maintained its reputation of being a
well administered state but became a
pioneer state in the matter of evolv-
ing many a social welfare scheme.
It was during his term of office as
Chief Minister that Tamilnadu,
which was normally deficit in food
production, was able to emerge as a
surplus state. The state was also
put firmly on the industrial map of
the country, especially in the matter
of small industries.
called upon by. no less a person
than Thiru Jawaharlal Nehru,

- then Prime Minister of India to

assume the Presidentship of the

Indian National Congress, and
he accepted it without  the
least demur. For Kamaraj it

was a smooth transition—from
Government administration to. party
administration, both done-efficiently.

In 1964 he was .

"In the sub-continent in which
the north seemed to reckon as a
powerful force, Kamaraj held sway
in the south with his capacity for
organisation and held his own in
the Congress hierarchy. He never
bowed before others, and expected
thdt sense of self-respect in others
too.

He never gave up his ideals or
his individuality. If this sense of

indcpendence is kept up only then
the country’s self respect will be
protected.

While we celebrate his birthday
and recall his disciplined life, we
should also try to emulate it.

The function concluded with a
vote of thanks proposed by the
Director of Information and Public
Relations.

MAN OF THE MASSES

raj’s political career is that he did
credit to whatever positions.he occu-
pied whether low or high as it might
have appealed to others. "‘As a
worker taking instructions, and carry
ing them out ; as Secretary of the
Tamilnadu Congress Committee,
executing the mandate issued by the
High Command : as President of the
Committee organising the affairs of
the party in the State, and eventually
as the ultimate chief of the Indian
National Congress framing the
party’s policy outlines, he discharged
his responsibilities with an earnest:
ness and thoroughness that are
worthy of esteem and emulation if
possible.

No less creditable was the im-
print that he left as the Chief
‘Minister of Tamil Nadu. His native
intelligence and robust common
sense helped him achieve all this
without any sort of fuss or flambo-
yance. . :

He was never at a loss to arrive
at_decisions on complicated issues
guided as he was by the criterion
as to whether a particular step or
measure was in the best interests
of the common man.

The importé.ni feature of Kama-

Kamaraj established a reputa-
tion for personal integrity and could
take credit for a largely corruption-
free administration. )

As President of the Congress,
Kamaraj introduced a sense of in-
tense social awareness in the party’s
political philosophy. Being a man
of the masses, he found no difficulty
in locating the basic needs of the
people and with that conviction he
could easily draw up the economic
policies to be pursued by the Govern-
ment. )

Kamaraj’s strength lay in action.
A man of few words, he belonged to
the soil that bred him and as such
he could without any briefing what-
soever locate the strains and stresses
confronting the common man.

His personal integrity put him.
completely at ease in meeting what-
ever challenges that came his way.
With his native pragmatism he was
able to conquer the problems that
confronted him. His close identifi-
cation- with the masses led him to
think always of them and their
problems. This consistent involve-
ment with the common man enabled
him to arrive at immediate solutions
o the varied problems afflicting the
people. .

L
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Post -Box 96, Nagpur-440: 001.
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