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Introducing Ourselves

A College for Tanjore

Extracts from the ¢ First College Day Report”

Thirugokarnam By S, Gopalan, B. A., B. L., Member, College Committee

Gudugudupandi 3 3
Greatness of Serfoji ”» »
The Birth of Poetry

Why Not?

Science—Its Utilitarian and Cultural Value

Science Brings Peace and Plenty

Metals and Civilisation

Playing with Numbers—Big Numbers

Life

Educational Activities of H. H. Rajah Serfoji Chattrapathy of Tanjore
" By Srimanth Rajasri Rajaram Rajah Sahib Chattrapathy, Member, College Committee

Social Evils—A study of their Cause and Cure

The Message of Gautama Buddha to the Modern World

The Health and Related conditions of the students of the Rajah Serfoji College, Tanjore

Charity

The value of Games

‘The Golden Way

Mount Everest

College Union

Our U.N.O. Day Celebrations

The Social Service League

The Dramatic Club

The Current Affairs Club

The Debating Society

Photographic Club

Department of Physical Education—Report for the year 1955—56

Report on the activities of the Staff Club of the Rajah Serfoji College, Tanjore for 1955—56

QOur College, Day by Day
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H. E. Sri Sri Prakasa, Chancellor of the University of Madras.
inaugurated the College on the 4th July, 1955,



...““The future of the country entirely depends
upon the nature of education we impart to our younger
generations. I somehow feel that Tanjore with its
historic and literary traditions has got an ideal atmos-
phere to conduct educational experiments and evolve
a correct pattern covering the various branches of
human knowledge >...

H. E. the Governor of Madras, inaugurating
the Rajah Serfoji College, on the 4th July, 1955.






Sir A.L. MUDALIAR, Kensington,

MD. LLD D.Sc.DCL. - Kilpauk,
Vice-chancellor Madras.10.

21st February 1956.

I amglad that so soon after its inauguration, the Rajah Serfoji
College, Tanjore, under the guidance of its Principal and the members
of the staff, is issuing a College Magazine. I trust that the magazine
will reflect the several activities of the College and promote the
literary talents of its alumni.

I wish the venture every success.

A. Lakshmanciwamy Madalian,

VICE-CHANCELLOR






...*“It is high time that the leaders of various
Political parties met together in conference round a
table and arrived at an agreement to leave the student
population completely free from party influence and
activities”....

Hon’ble Sri C. Subramaniam, Minister for
Education, laying the Foundation Stone of Kajah
Serfoji College Buildings on the 24th February, 1956.
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...““Democracy and self-rule, in principle, no
doubt require that their business should be conducted
in the mother-tongue or regional language. Butin the
interest of progress, they should not discard the study
of English language and should learn it thoroughly well,
as it only through that medium, they can attain essential
knowledge in various fields of human endeavour ...

Sri N. D. Sundaravadivelu, Director of Public
Instruction, Madras, delivering the Presidential Speech
on the College Day Celebrations on the 1oth March,
1956..



H. E. the Governor of Madras, unveiling the portrait of Rajah Serfoji presented
to the College by Sri Rajasri Rajaram Raja Saheb, Senior Prince, Tanjore




INTRODULING - OURSELVES

The Rajah Serfoji College, inaugurated on the 4th of July 1955, with
about 120 Students and 15 Lecturers, places, with excusable pride, before its
well wishers the first issue of its Magazine.

During these nine months of its existence the college has made a
mark. The Principal, the members of the staff and the students form a very
happy family creating a tradition or nest of great ideals in the shelter of which
the personality of the students that enter the college can be drawn out and
developed. Education does not mean merely teaching students what they do
not know but making them behave as they ought to.

The difference between one college and another consists not in what
and how knowledge is disseminated but in the atmosphere it creates for the
dissemination of that knowledge and for the development of the students’
personality. It is this atmosphere, this Genius loci of a College that gives its
peculiar and charactersistic stamp to the students that leave the college after a
few years’ stay in it.

The students that have the benefit of education at Rajah Serfoji
College will have an atmosphere of sweetness and light. They will have all
the facilities for accumulation of knowledge; for the transmutation of that
knowledge into wisdom; for the broadening of their outlook, and what is
more important, for the purification of their emotions and feelings by instruc-
ting their hearts, and in a word, to make them follow the footsteps of that
broad minded, liberally educated, munificient Prince after whom the College
is named.

Well, now-it is tilne to wish the readers an hour’s extra happiness
with the Magazine which tries to breathe that atmosphere.



Sri T. K. Palaniappan, |, a.s.

Sri R. M. Sundaram, |. c. s.
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ALLY and culturally, Tanjore
is in no way inferior to any other
ous Indian town. Its rich artistic and
cultural tradition—and bence itsimport-
- ance—is dated from about gth Century A. D.

~ Economically also its importance is not a

' whit inferior. It is known — and rightly—as
. the granary of the South.

- In the 18th Century Tanjore enjoyed
~rather an enviable reputation as the store
house of Art when Rajah Serfoji — the broad
- minded and liberally educated Maharatta
_ruler of Tanjore — gave an added impetus to
the flourishing culture of the place. No
wonder therefore that the Tanjore District
‘was the right and fertile soil to receive the
new type of education proposed and intro-
duced by Lord Macaulay in the beginning of
the rgth Century. St. Joseph’s College one
~ of the oldest in the State had its beginnings in
- Tanjore District, in the fourth decade of the
19th Century. It was followed by Govern-
ment Arts College at Kumbakonam, in 1854,
by Findlay College at Mannargudi a few
decades later and by St. Peter’s College at
Tanjore itself. The sons and daughters of
the District, educated in these Colleges of the
District and others outside the District made
themselves famous throughout India and
abroad by their intellectual acumen, efficiency
in administration and perfection in Fine Agts.

- However St. Joseph’s migrated to Tiruchi-
rapalli, Findlay’s was wound up to make the
Madras Christian College all the more great,

. and St. Peter’s withered away for want of

financial support, thus leaving only one
college — at Kumbakonam — to cater to the
needs of the district, with a population of
about 30 Lakhs. Every year 3000 students
cligible for college course were produced by
- numerous High Schools that adorn and serve
_ the district. The College at Kumbakonam
can absorb only about 400 out of the 3000
_ every year, leaving the rest to shift for them-
. selves. The luckier and the richer of the
~ eligible students sought and got seats in

The first brick is laid.
.. The Principal during the Manai muhurtham

Colleges outside the district and the rest,
more than 2000 had to pine away without an
opportunity to develop and reveal their perso-
nalities.

So in June, 1955, when a College was
founded in Tanjore it was received not with
surprise by the public but as their due long
forgotten.

The founding of the college was not done
overnight. The enlightened and influential
public of Tanjore Dt. had to be awakened;
official support was needed; and these the
District got in full measure.

District Collectors like Mr. T. K. Palani-
appan, Mr. R. M. Sundaram, Mr. C. A. Rama-
krishnan, keen in the deveclopment of the
District put their heart and soul in awake-
ning the enthusiasm of the public to found a
new college. Mr. T. K. Palaniappan spent
his days and nights in doing the spade work
of canalising the energies of the people to
have a College in Tanjore. It was leftto
Mr. C. A. Ramakrishnan to consolidate all
the efforts and make the College a reality.






The influential public of Tanjore was not a
whit inferior to the officials in their fervour
and zeal for a college in Tanjore. The
M. L. As of Tanjore, though each differing
from the rest on political views were unani-
mous in moving the State Government to
amend the Chatram Endowment (Utilization)
Act to divert Rs. 4,93,700 ( endowed by the
munificient Rajah Serfoji the interest of
which was to be utilised for running chatram
for pilgrims going to Rameswar on foot.)
0 as to fulfil one of the many just conditions
imposed by the Madras University to found a
college affiliated to it. The State Govern-
ment was pleased to make the Collector of
Tanjore the Ex-officio President of the
College Committee to ensure greater response
and interest from the public for the College.

The Tanjore District Board and the Rotary
Club of Tanjore promised liberal help. The
Exhibition .Committee, Tanjore gave a lakh

of rupees to equip the college for the time
being,

The college named after the richly edu-
cated Rajah of Tanjore ( Rajah Serfoji) was
formally inaugurated by the Governor of the
State Shri Sri Prakasa on the 4th July, 1955 in
the Sangeetha Mahal of the Palace where the
college is temporarily housed.

The college proposes to move to its perma-
nent buildings to be built in Vallam Road on
a 156 acre site liberally donated by the
Rotary Club of Tanjore. On the 24th Feb.,
1956, Hon’ble Shri C. Subramaniam, Minister
for Education, Government of Madras laid
-the foundation stone for the new buildings.
It is our fervent hope that the buildings
would be ready for use by July, 1956.

A band of young, energetic and enthusias-
tic experienced lecturers, led by a still more
energetic and ecnthusiastic  experienced
Captain has dedicated itself to sharpen the
intellectual faculties, to purify the emotional
qualities and to develop the bodies of the
students that enter the portals of the college.
Even during the very first year they have
shown their mettle in laying down a sure
foundation of rich tradition of the develop-

ment and coordination of the three-fold facul-

ties of the students that are entrusted to their
care,

The infant college of 120 students affiliated
to the Madras University in Intermediate
Arts & Science is as active as a beehive.
The College Union with its affiliated clubs
like the Debating Clubs, Curreat affairs club,
Radio club, Photographic club, the Social
Service League, and Dramatic Club enjoys
the attention of all the students since they
give ample scope and opportunity to bring out
fully to the surface their varied latent talents.

During the course of this year the acti-
vities of the College were witnessed and
blessed by such eminent men like Shri Sri
Prakasa, Governor of the State, Sri M.,
Bakthavatsalam, Minister to the Government
of Madras, Sri P. A. Menon, Indian Ambas-~
sador to Thailand, Sri K. Santhanam, Chair-
man, Finance Commission and Sri C. Subra-
maniam, Minister to the Government of
Madras. The Director of public Instruction
Sri N. D. Sundaravadivelu spent full 5 hours
during the College Day Celebrations.

The College was inangurated and it has
started functioning well; but it has many
more problems to be solved before it can be
left to itself to flourish gloriously. The
College buildings must be sufficiently large;
hostel accommodation with all facilities must
be provided. The library and the laboratories
must be fully equipped ; the lecture halls must
be furnished. All these mean plenty of money.

It is fervently hoped thart the liberal hear-
ted and public minded sons and daughters of
our Country, particularly of Tanjore District,
would come forward to help the growing ins-
titution which promises to cater to the needs
of the students of the District.

With a sympathetic Government and its
officials ; with the cooperation of the public
of Tanjore and with the enthusiastic crew of
the college, the Rajah Serfoji College may
become one of the greatest centres of lear-
ning. May God bless its endeavours.
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gatctf ; under a happy augury by
r Shri Sri Prakasa. It is my
ill one day become a beckon of
to other Colleges to follow.

We thought that in our ancient city of
njere with hoary tradxtxons of cultural
relxgmusr and spiritual temperament, we
should not neglect moral aspect as education
for our children. We have ventured on an
experiment the success of which we shall
~ watch anxiously and zealously. All the
~ students of the College assemble in the first
~ period of the first working day of every
week, In that assembly one of the members

- of the staff gives a short discourse pivoting
. round a text. Copies of the text are
~ distributed to all the students before hand.
- After the discourse, the text is repeated by
all pupxls standing. It serves as the thought
~for the rest of the week in the opening
period of the day. [Iiis hoped that the tegts

for the various weeks will be preserved by

the students and kept together as an album

_ of wise sayings for future reference. To
o ‘encourage the students in this collection,
is being given for the best albums of
May we hope that thc

Coll ge si‘aiffeﬂ functioning on

in group III), ﬁfteen “members of the
staff and three membcrs of clerical

in Physms, was appomted chhmcaI»VAssxstant
in the office of the Regional Director of
Observatories, New Delhi. His place was
taken by Mr. M. Dharmalingam. Messrs.
R. Rajaraman and R. Sethurama Rao of our
office establishment and Mr. V. Santhana-
krishnan, Chemistry Storekeeper left our
service. In their places only two jteople

.Messrs. K. Ragupathy Rao and S ﬁmamn-

nathan were appmntcd




: i 'ﬂ:ey hﬂ, b planted’ the college e
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Sri Rajasri Rajaram Raja Saheb

Sri $. Ramalingaswamy, &.A, 8. :







he npcipals reSpOnstbimy, in
: Cthtn these varymg and
bbqﬂicmg ghxms was not enviable and I can
only trust that in the discharge of this
ﬂ;responsibiluy I have not caused much
displeasure to the parcnts.

The College could entertain only 120
students as against 240 for which it had
prepared. Owing to the strength of the
College being restricted to 120 the year’s
deficit is about Rs. 25000/-. The manage-
ment would have been happy to grant from
out of their funds scholarships to deserving
students had it not been for this great strain.
However as many as 43 students get fee
concessions under rule 92 MER, 21 students

~ get Non-residential scholarship from the
Director of Harijan Welfare and 7 students
get Government of India Scholarship and two
students get merit scholarship from the
Director of Public Instruction. In addition
to these, the college Book Depot which was
started mainly to meet the demands for books,
note books and other items of stationery was
able to grant two half scholarships to two
poor deserving students and two presents of

““ [t Is with great pleasure | am presenting the First Annual Report™

in our country when about 80 stum ont !
of 120 get some concession or other. With
easing of financial tension on our manage-
ment, we may be able to say one day we
are giving free collegiate education to our
children. e

A Tutorial system has been instituted in
order to establish contacts between the college
and the parents to watch the student welfare
and progress. About ten students are put
under the care of one lecturer. = Every
Wednesday the members of the staff meet
their wards for about half an hour and discuss
with them their difficulties and problems.
They also visit them in their home environ-
ment. I am glad to report that the lecturers
take to this work as part of their regular
routine and show remarkable initiative
to invent ways and means to prove highly
useful to the students. I should consider
that this work by teachers will produce
more results than the work in the class
room.




Presidential Address

During the very first year the college has
had very pleasing and unprecedented record
of extra-curricular activities.
Union was inaugurated as carly as 27—7—55
when Prof. A. Ramanathan, Principal, A. V. C.
College, Mayuram delivered the Inaugural
Address. Since then as many as 25
meetings have been conducted, at the rate of
one meeting every week. Many distinguished
persons have already visited our college and
advised us. To mention only a few of them
Sri M. Bakthavatsalam, Minister for Agri-
culture, Govt. of Madras, Sri C. A. Rama-
krishnan, I. C. S.,, Sri K. S. Venkataraman,
I.C. S., Mrs. and Mr. Click of Hawai Uni-
versity, the Rt. Rev. R. A. Sundaram, Bishop
of Tanjore, Mrs. and Mr. Norminton of British
Council, Sri P. A. Menon, 1.C.S., of Thai-
land Embassy, Sri K. Santhanam, Chairman,
Finance Commission, Shri C. Subramaniam,
Education and Finance Minister, Govt. of
Madras, Sri N. Krishnaswamy, B.A.,B. L.,

The College

Collector of Tanjore, Sri V. Karthikeyan,
I A. 5., Collector of Tanjore and today
our popular and talented Director of Public
Instruction in the order of their visit have
blessed the institution.

The Union has a number of branch
organisations like the Debating Clubs, the
Current Affairs Club, the Photographic Club,
and the Radio Club—each of which has been
competing with every other in its activities
and achievements. The students have been
organised into 4 clubs The Sastri Club,
The Tagore Club. The Sivaji Club and The
Tiruvalluvar Club and each of these under
one member of the staff as its Director has
been trying to serve as training ground for
the pupils to practice the art of speaking
and debating and to provide a forum for the
display of special talents and aptitude in the
students. In the third term competitions
were conducted on an inter club basis for
the Dr. N. R. S. trophy which was very
kindly and generously donated by Dr. N. R.
Subramaniam, one of the members of our
managing Committee. The Tagore club
won the cup this year. We did not have
the audacity to hope to win any trophy when
we sent one or two teams from out of our
junior Intermediate students to compete with
undergraduates of other Colleges in the
Inter-Collegiate debates. But it is gratifying
to note that special mention was made of
ofr young debators. The current affairs
club one of the branches of our union has
been doing some useful work in discussing
once every week matters of current national
and international importance. We can say
with satisfaction and without any exaggeration
that we have been able to make our students
take active interest in politics without them-
selves indulging in political movements or
hartals which have been swaying our student

~_population in our country the whole of this

year.

The Science Club consists of two branches,
the Radio Club and the Photographic Club.
They have learnt to assemble simple radio



Sri P. S. Narayanan




Sri T. R. Subramaniam

Sri K. Thiruvengada Mudaliar, 8.A.

Sri N. §. Ramalingam, g A.

Sardar A. Vedaratnam Pillai




: ‘His signature would live for ever® .. ..
The Hon’.le Minister siguing « document to go under the Foundation Stoge

fsasncos in uyneesr Tanjére should be a model:Gollege: i iq weiaaiill Sesiay
‘- ..02ic o .. The Minister, after the laying of the Foundation Stone
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sets and take prints out of negatives prepared
by themselves. Next year they have planoed
construct even three valve sets and power units
and produce ealargements of photographs.

The Social Service League appeared to
have tremendous inertia at the beginning of
the year. It was presumed that its activities
will end with the inaugaral function of celeb-
rating the ¢ Wild life day’ when a pipal sap~
ling was planted. But soon, on seeing the
vigorous growth of the plant, the members got
very much accelerated and have done quite a
few useful work. They toured the Cyclone
affected areas more than once and in combi-
nation with the Red-Cross society have distri-
buted clothes and milk powder. They collec~
ted rice, clothes and money of about Rs. 350/-
for the Cyclone relief fund. I am inclined
to think that they believe in quality rather
than quantity in their work. They are now
planning to go on a sizx week camp during
summer v~%ation when they have pro-
grammed ""' lay roads and play fields, grow
garden a3~ _ven construct a recreation centre
in Vastaa Chavadi a village near our perma-
nent sitc on Vallam Road where our new buil-
dings are coming up. With much help by
way of money and material from our manage-
ment I hope that this scheme will bea
success.

In the field of games and athletics we
thought it was prudent to be very modest -
with very limited play fields and with only
boys of 15-17 age group it would have been
outragious to try to outwit their brethren in
the 15-20 age group from other Colleges.
So we did not take part in any inter-
collegiate compctitions. However we are
happy to report that out of seven friendly
matches played with schools and colleges our
boys lost only two and won all the others.
As if to compensate for all deficiencies in
games, our Physical Director plunged himself
heart and soul into physical training for boys.
Twice every week our boys have been having
regular and intensive P. T, Itisa note-
worthy feature because even though time

and agwin educationists have stressed the
acute need for physical training for students,
this is never taken so seriously in our country.
Apart from these P. T. classes physical cul-
ture demonstrations have been arranged.
We had the pleasure to see asanas demonstra-
ted by Mr. Raj Narayanan the Malcomb
specialist on 7-10-§5 and Physical culture
demonstrations by Mrs. and Mr. Rajan of
National Physical cultural Association of
India on the Republic Day. The annual
sports were conducted with  great
enthusiasm under the presidentship of our
new Collector Sri V. Karthikeyan, I. A. S.
I congratulate Mr. Sivashanmugam and the
Arts team for winning the individual and
team championships respectively. In two
Badminton matches played between the staff
and students, the staff inflicted unwanted
defeats on the boys on both occasions. To
average themselves the boys have been invi-
ting us to play a number of other matches
like volley ball, and basket ball. But we
have very cleverly dodged them this year.
Onec important factor which should be taken
note of is that this year we did not have
cricket and tennis in the College. The
students feel very much handicaped by
these deficiencies and more than once they,
had to reject iavitations from neighbouring
Colleges to play matches by giving evasive
replies. I hope we will be able to provide
them with this fundamental need at least
next year.

On the academic sphere we have already
evolved a net work system of special classes,
weekly tests and special examinations. We
are aiming at a target which may at first
sight seem impossible and even fool-hardy.
Without detaining anybody in the annual
examination now and in the selection
examination next year we aspire to produce
100 %, results in the University examinations.
There is a large measure of co-operation in
this work both from my Colleagues and my
students. I hope we will be able to say at
the end of next-year that our attempts have
not been in vain.



Sri T. Murugaiyan, m.a., Principal



The most important event in the short
history of the College has been the laying the
foundation stone of the new building by
Shri C. Subramaniam, our Education and
Finance Minister in our extensive 156 acres
land very generously donated by the Rotary
Club of Tanjore. The Finance Minister’s
hands are said to be as lucky as those of our
Governor, because many institutions for
which he laid the foundation stone are now
bubbling with life, name and fame. I hope
we would have inherited a large measure of
this luck and that the buildings will be ready
before July next, so that the University may
be pleased to grant us affiliation in the
various branches of the Pre-University
Course.

The dramatic Club did not have much
opportunity to chalk out a uniform pro-
gramme of work right through the year. Had
it been the city of Madras they would by now
have put on boards many a play. But in this
place without any other College to complete
with it had more or less to pass a rathera
quite year.  For this College Day they have
prepared four short one act plays. These will
been acted in a few minutes time. I only hope
they will be able to claim the approbation of
the distinguished gathering here and thereby
establish a unique name for themselves in
this field.

We do not have an N.C.C. unit now.
The management is keen on having one next
year. A separate block has been envisaged

in our plan of buildings for N.C.C. alone,
When that comes to fruition the N.C.C.
authorities will be only too glad to allot to us
a unit. Infact they have already written to
as about it and have offered to give us one
unit next year in consultations with the
Vice-Chancellor and the Director of Public
Instruction. We have replied that we are
equally cager to have a platoon or two.

The tone and discipline of the College
have always been highly satisfactory and
gratifying to all concerned. I must here pay
my tribute to the students community in this
College, who have gone on unaffected by the
storms and distriations from outside.
I think that, at times, I have been making
almost impossible demands on them and on
all occasions they have responded remarkably
and have exhibited a high sense of responsi-
bility. In this connection I wish to empha-
sise that we do not want it to be said that we
are just one more College in the State. We
want to aim at something unique and
something covatable. We expect a Rajah
Serfoji College student to believe in bard and
sustained work, and to conduct himself in a
noble, dignified and unique way.

May Iin conclusion express my thanks to
the management for their sympathy and help,
to the staff for their co-operation and hard
work and to the students whose response to
my calls has been unfailing and sponta-
neous.

CIGARETTE smoking and coffee and tea drinking are not necessities of life. Some take 10

cups of coffee a day.

these things.

Cigars and cigarettes, whether foreign or indigenous, must be avoided.

_ Is it necessary for keeping them awake for the performance of their duties ?
If that is so, let them not drink coffee or tea but go to sleep.

We must not become slaves to
Cigarette

smoking is like an opiate and the cigars that you smoke have a touch of opium about them. How

can you foul your mouth by converting it into a chimney?
hesitating to execute his design of murder so long as be has not smoked his cigar.

A drunkard in Tolstoy’s story is
But he puffs

it and then gets up smiling and saying < What a coward am I’, takes the dagger and does the

deed. Tolstoy spoke from experience.
experience of it.

then drink is Satan.

) He has written nothing without having had personal
i And he is much more against smoking than against drink.
the mistake that between drink and tobacco, drink isa lesser evil, No.

But do not make
If cigarette is Beelzebub,

~M. K. GANDH1



FROM THEVARAM
By Thirugnanasambandamurti Swamigal

THIRUGOKARNAM

(Translation: S. Gopalan)

1. Girt with thickly-wooded hills,

Where giant pythons roam,
Cooled by shady groves and gills

Lies fair Gokarnam;
Thronged by pilgrims pious

Mighty Siva dwelleth there;
He that shineth lastrous,

Bright with matted golden hair,—
Light that shines unbidden,

Save in those doubts~ridden,
From me never hidden,—

Central theme and meaning
Of all Tamil learning!

2. Fair is blessed Gokarnam,
Musical with tuneful bees,
That from honeyed flowers hum—
Votive flowers that devotees,
Offer at his sacred feet.
Seated on his sacred Bull,
With his spouse he keeps this seat,—
He the bright and beautiful,
Who, all danger spurning,
Swallowed poison burning,
At the ocean—churning.

Here where streamg and rills abound,
Full of freshes, flowers—strewn,

Boring rocks and bursting round,
Into cascades, all sides down,

Where the tuskers wander free,

Sits the peerless One who told,
Underneath the banyan tree,

Secrets in our scriptures old,
Sublimest philosophy!

Stags and bores and lines brave,
Elephants in youthful pair,
Sheltered in Gokarnam’s cave,
Frisk and sport without a care,
" Where resides great Siva fair,
Billowing Ganga on his head,
With his eightfold hands that bear,



Leaf-shaped sulam, thrce——pmngeq,
Hurling fire, pure wisdom’s sign,

Glowing bright with light divine.

8.

Here where princes and their crew
And the huntsmen learn their skill,
Armed with arrows sharp and true,
Where each coursing brook and rill
Carries rarest cleansing powers,
Lives the Lord who wears a bright
Crown of sacred leaves and flowers,
Symbol of the eremite.

Thrilling is the faith of men,
Thrilling every comer here,

With the sacred Love of One
Whom the several sects revere,

He the Mendicant divine,
Supplicant for charity,

Hastening with his tinkling ring,

And his Bull, in playful glee,

He that owneth everything !

Here the healing waters cure

Damsels bathing with his name ;
“Hara! Hara!”, Chanted pure

By their lips, proclaim His fame,
Who to us gave * Kokkarai >

Played with conches and with bells,
When tuneful lutes and pipes too ply,

Dancer who all rhythm makes
Clad in bones and hooded snzkes!

In Gokarnam, where hermits great,
Having crushed the senses five,
On the Lord’s feet meditare,
Shunning all things fugitive,
Liveth Siva, full of love,
Who to save the Kailas Hill,
From the wicked Ravana’s move
To pluck it out by force and guile,
Crushed his twenty hands until,
With his tenfold mouths he roared,
Though but lightly stepped the Lord !

Here is Gokarnam the fair,
With millet-meadows odorous,
‘Where youthful maidens dry their hair,
Here is Siva glorious
He that measureless could grow
To Brahma and to Vishau too H



Who vainly sought his bounds to know,
But more and more he boundless grew.

10. Of Gokarnam is denizen

Siva great who fought the king,
Far-famed Arjun with names ten,

And gave him, after vanquishing,
All the blessings that he sought:

He that nipped each loveless thought
And tenet, by the faithless spread,

And with love his followers fed.

11. Those that sing these stanzas sweet,
With the love of Lord replete,
In honeyed Tamil, offerings meet
At great Siva’s sacred feet,
Sung by Gnanasambandam
Who from Seerkali doth come,
Glorifying Gokarnam
Where sweet flowers their petals rain
From the mountain sides, will gain,
Wide renown and Heaven attain.
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GUDUGUDUPANDI

S. Gopalan

Ere dawn’s first light

Doth put to flight

The darkness of the night,

1 hear him from

The Distance come

Sounding his little drum 3’

Gudu Guduk! Gudu Guduk! Gudu Guduk!

While you and I

Sleep recklessly

Of your own destiny,

He wakes alone,

In thrilling tone

To make our future known;

Gudu Guduk! Gudu Guduk! Gudu Guduk!

In rags attired

But words inspired

He brings you news desired:

Your fortune grows,

Your glory glows,

Down are your wretched foes !

Gudu Guduk! Gudu Guduk! Gudu Guduk!

But you have yet

A keen regret

And that you will seen forget:

You sigh for one

Illustrious son

To keep your laurels won! -
Gudu Guduk! Gudu Guduk! Gudu Guduk!

. Your wish is granted,

So be not daunted,

More favours come unwanted,

If but you give

This fugitive

Enough to let him live!

Gudu Guduk! Gudu Guduk! Gudu Guduk |



You’ll have no troubles,

Your waist line doubles,

Your sea of fortune bubbles,

Then why not give

This fugitive

Enough to let him live?

Gudu Guduk! Gudu Guduk! Gudu Guduk!

Where evil spirits

On New-moon nights

Keep scalp-dance-awful sights |—

He hides to win

Time’s secrets in

The glare of Devil’s grin,

Gudu Guduk! Gudu Guduk! Gudu Guduk!

Fresh from his round

In charnel ground

His utterance comes profound ;

When light invades

His prescience fades,

Although his drum pervades !

Gudu Guduk! Gudu Guduk! Gudu Guduk!.
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GREATNESS OF SERFOII

S. Gopalan, B.A., B. L.

IF you read Cicero, you wonder if he really

said all that thousands of years ago. The
utterances of Plato on many subjects make
him out a man of day after tomorrow. SO it
is with our own intellectual giants like
Sankara and Vivekananda. They are all
eternally old and eternally new.

We have to realise that Serfoji is one of
these undated men. His genius and achieve-.
ments rank him among the leading lights of
all times.

As a boy he had to go through the school
of suffering and oppression. His adoption
by Rajah Tulaja and his accession to the
throne as an infant made scheming men busy.
They induced the British to declare his
adoption invalid. The infant King was
deposed and Amar Singh, his regent, ascended
the throne.
rule was a period of purge for Serfoji.

» If Serfoji’ Wik “nof” altdgether :liquidated’
during this period, it was due 1o the vigilance'
and protecting care of Christian Frederick

Schwartz, the famous Danish Missionary.’

Rajah Tulaja on his death-bed committed his

adopted son to the care of the missionary,
Schwartz was true to the trust reposed in Kim'

by the dying King. He was his guardian all
through and was responsible for his education.
It was to the credit of this foreigner that the
deposed prince acquired a love of learning
and a keen spirit of research,

" Schwartz taught his ward to fight supersti-
tions around him. Ultimately Serfoji applied
the same questioning spirit when he décided
not to embrace Christianity. He was true to
the teachings he had imbibed,

The period of Amar Singh’s

It is astonishing to consider what a
multilinguist Serfoji was. He knew many
European and Indian languages and used
every one of them as an instrument for the
furtherance of his researches. Contemporary
accounts tell us that he was a scholar of
English, French, German and other European
languages and that he maintained close contact
with the literature in.each of the languages,
The range of his intellectual interests and
the encyclopaedic character of his genius are
endorsed by his collections on a vast variety
of subjects. History, Sociology, Philosophy,
Science, Music, Fine arts, and a host of other
subjects engaged his daily attention.

When Serfoji was again placed on the
throne in 1798 thanks to the tireless efforts
of Schwartz, Tanjore had the unique distinc-
tion of having a Scholar-King. As a realist,
unlike his predecessor and persecutor Amar
Singh, who intrigued with outside Maratha
powers to get rid of the British, Serfoji saw
the futility of fighting the inevitable. Itis
well to remember that for long Tanjore had

‘been the cockpit of Karnatic wars and the
‘people had suffered from' the hideous conse-

quences of endless strife and blood-shed. If
Serfoji had chosen the war-path he would
have had little chance against the British who
had:entrenched themselves everywhere and
he would have plunged his people into
further misery.

Instead, he canalised all his resources in
the inauguration of an intellectual era of
which: he dreamed under the influence of
thinkers both Indian and foreign. He was
Frederick the Great without the latter’s
freaks, sadism and caprices. .

Ammost the first thing he did was to cause
the entire history of the Maratha Kings of



Tanjore including an account of their earlier
ancestors like Shivaji the Great and others,
to be inscribed on the walls of the Big
temple. The Marathi text together with a
Tamil translation and an English summary
has been published by the Saraswathi Mahal.
It will be seen from these inscriptions what
invaluable materials they provide for recon-
structing South Indian History. Raja Rejan
built the Big Temple. Rajah Serfoji made
the stones of the temple speak.

A greater achievement was the establish-
ment of educational institutions in and out-
side Tanjore. He conducted three Colleges,
one for imparting Western knowledge,
another for Oriental learning and a third for
Science and Medicine. The Modi zecords of
his period containing the daily correspon-
dence from the school in Orathanad reveal the
close touch he kept with these institutions.
We also see that French was one of the
languages taught in the school.

He was the first to set up a printing press,
to publish his own books, for the use in the
educational institutions. He printed his
books with granite types, of which samples
are still available.

His researches in medicine form one of his
chief titles to fame. His Danvantari Mahal
was a great centre of medical research. Here
a hand of enthusiastic physicians, allopathic,
ayurvedic, Siddha and Unani, collaborated
under his guidance and produced tested pres-
criptions for the cure of ailments including
fell diseases like cancer. Serfoji had these
prescriptions recorded in eighteen volumes
and the debt posterity owes him for this great
act of humanity is incalculable. His remedies
for virulent diseases are still hailed as modern
and in certain branches modern medical
science has still not outdistanced his
researches.

His interests in music and fine arts are
well-known. He was an artist to his finger
tips. A few fine paintings of his in the
Saraswati Mahal will alone suffice to establish
his greatness as an artist. As for music, he
was a connoisseur of Western as well as
Indian music including Karnatic and Hindus-
tani music. Itis well known that the great
Thyagaraja was his contemporary but a
stupid story has gained currency that he had
the great saint and singer dragged to his court
as if he did not know the worth of his
distinguished subject. In fact we find that
far from ordering Thyagaraja to be brought
to his court, Serfoji used to go to Thiruvai-
yaru to hear the great singer.

Perhaps the greatest single achievement of
Serfoji is the Saraswathi Mahal. In his time
this was not a mere library but a centre of
research and learning. The place of
Saraswathi Mahal in modern India in the
context of historical and scientific research
has yet to be appreciated. Serfoji spent all
his time in filling the archives of the Library
with invaluable materials for study. In this
cause, he spared no pains and stinted no
money. A legend has it that on one occasion
when his finances were at 8 low ebb, he
could not pay the price demanded for a
manuscript and he purchased it by parting
with his necklace. With such priceless
manuscripts is the Saraswati Mahal filled.

Bishop Heber met Serfoji in Tanjore in
1825 and this is what he wrote about his
interview :

“1 have been passing the last few days.
in the society of a Hindu Prince, Raja
of Tanjore, who quetes Foucroy,
Lauvsier, Linnaeus and Buffon fluent-
ly, has formed a more accurate judg-
ment of the poetical merits of Shakes-~
peare’s theme than that so felicitiously
expressed by Lord Byron, and has



Maratha conquerors. Had he lived in
the days of Hyder, he would have
been a formidable ally or enemy. He
is a strong-built, and very handsome,
middle-aged man, with eyes and ndse
like a fine hawk and very bushy, grey
moustache, generally splendidly-dress-
ed but with no effiminacy or ornament
and talking more like a favourable
specimen of 8 French General Officer

actually written English poetry very
superior indeed to Russian’s epitaph
on Shenstone ; at the same time that
he was much respected by the English
officers in his neighbourhood, as a
real, good judge of & horse and a cool,
bold and deadly shot at a tiger. The
truth is that he is an extraordinary
man who having in early youth receiv-
ed such an education as old Schwartz,

the celebrated Missionary, could give than any other objcct of comparison
him, has ever since continued in the which occurs to me”

midst of many disadvantages, to

preserve his tastes for and extend his On an earlier occasion, Heber said that he
knowledge of, English literature, had seen many crowned heads but none more
while he has never neglected the active princely than Serfoji.

exercise and frank soldierly bearing

which became a descendant of the old Yes, princely in every sense.
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THE BIRTH OF POETRY

Sri V. Gopala lyengar, M. a.
Lecturer in Sanskrit

HROUGH the meandering foot-path of a
dense and expansive forest studded with
clasters of hermitages, the old sage, Valmiki,
was wending his way towards the river for
his mid-day ablutions. A barken garment
was wound round his loins and the hide of an
antelope was hanging over his shoulders. A
pair of wooden sandals clattered as he walked
with measured steps and a long rosary of
beads gently rolled on at the tip of his bony
fingers. The brownish mass of hair that was
tied up into. a matted clump on his head
looked like a gauge for the long period of his
penance. Close upon his heels followed a
dear and devoted disciple, carrying his sacred
water-jar and the requisites for his master’s
mid-day.prayers.

-*The Tong unbroken stream of the Tamasa

rolled on ‘the way. *The music of the gurg-
ling waters, the only . noise that set forth the
solemn  stillness of the 'Wide expanse, cried
halt to the sage’s gait. < Set down here the
water-jar, dear lad,” said he, “and get me
the barken-clothes for my bath; the limpid
waters of this holy - stream: are transparent
Iike the guileless- héart‘of a pious person .

Enthroned in the' sequestered forest, virgin
Nature shope” with all her splendid charms.
The enthraﬂmg scenes of perennial beauty
brought under thexr sway even the heart of
the super-annuated anchorite. He surren-
dered to the Spirit of Nature and laid at her
altar the age-long fruits of his conquest over
the senses. He gazed and gazed at the
countless phaéés ‘of Nature’s beauty and
roamed about the forest in frantic ecstasy,
feasting his find and his eyes.

On the other bank of the river stood a
mighty tree, an aucient abode of myriads of

birds of all species, that lived in their spacious
nests on its branches hoping that, at least
there, they were free from the intrusion of
man. At dawn, setting up a chorus of sweet
chirpings to welcome the rising sum, they
would set out on their aerial sojourn, flapping
their multicoloured wings which produced
the impression of a rainbow and return home,
at dusk, to feed their anxious young ones with
their earnings of the day.

As the sage stood gazing at this beautiful
rendezvous of the winged minstrels, a pair of
Krauncha birds, drawn to each other by
bonds of intuitive passion, alighted upon one
of the branches and began to exchange their

"honeyed warblings, unconscious of all the

world around them.- Some minutes passed
for the couple on the branch in their own
heaven of joy. Al of a sudden, a beart-ren-
ding scream of sorrow, uttered by the female
Krauncha pierced the air. The sage’s heart
which was in a blissful state of absorption in
the joy and beauty of Nature was shaken
with a violent jerk by that shrill cry. The
searching eye of the sage soon beheld, at the
foot of the tree, a barbarous fowler standing
like the embodiment of cruelty and sin and
the blood-stained body of the male bird that
had been shot down with an arrow. Can
sorrow triumph over joy? Can hatred destroy
love? Can wugliness annihilate loveliness?
Can the selfish need of the flesh prey upon the
innocent affinity of souls? No! Never!! The
pious, righteous and the universally benevo-
lent heart of the saint cannot look with
unconcern on the loving, beautiful and inno-
cent Krauncha which was bereaved of its
mate by a hateful, ugly and selfish fowler.
A righteous indignation, a sense of personal
sorrow and a feeling of fatherly compassion
all together launched a simultaneous attack on



the heart of the sage. His age-long discip-
line and control over his senses dwindled
away before this mighty torrent of pity. His
self-composure acquired by years of penance
was shattered by the over powering strength
of pathos. Breasking asunder the bonds of
patience, the sage’s grief for the gentle victim,
found its spontaneous outburst from his

lips : -
* Ma nishada pratishtham tvam
Agamah sasvatih samah
Yat krauncha mithunad ekam
Avadhih kamamohitam .

The missile of words has thus been dis-
charged from the infallible tongue of the sage !
But when the fire of wrath had gradually
subsided, the sage revolved in his mind again
and again the utterance that had escaped his
lips. Though he had lost his temper, quite un-
like a saint, what was his astonishment when
be found that his utterance was composed of
four feet of equal syllabic quantity, rhythmic
and sweet so as to be sung to the accompani-
ment of the lyre! The disciple took it down
with equal amazement, The thought of his
ablution came to the mind of the sage, and
after performing them, he returned to the
hermitage. As the sage sat, recollecting in
solitude the emotional event and regretting
within himself for his loss of temper, God
Brahma appeared before him and set on him
the seal of inspiration. ““Your Sokz has
become a Sloka ; such is my will! The gift
of divine speech has been conferred on you
now. Thine are the first among mortal lips
to utter words of poesy. Go ahead, sing in
similar measures the story of Sri Rama and
of Sita, the gist of which is already suggested
in your unconscious utterance. None of
their doings or their thoughts shall evade thy
poetic vision and nothing that thou utterest
will be other than truth. You are the First
poet.  As long as mountain ranges stand, and

4eﬁ'ortlcssly to mysterxous helghts

as long as rivers flow on earth, so long the
poem ( The Ramayana) shall permeate the

world .

Such is the story of the biith of Poetry’as
narrated in the beginning of thé Ramayana;
but what a wonderful story! How symboklc
of the genesis of poetic genfus! A-cultured
mind, sensitive to the laws of literary criti-
cism, can easily discern in'the- descriptiont-of
this episode, the constituents that give birth
to poetry. A steady well trained mind that
is not easily swayed by -puerilé-and super-
ficial sentiments but is responsive only to- the
nobler and loftier emotions of mighty magni-
tude, is the first requisite of‘a great poet and
this we findin the personality of Valmiki.
A keen and sympathetic observation of the
world around, leading by stages'to an all-ab
sorbing Communion with Nature is necessary
to attune the mind to the harmony of poetic
utterance. True poetry is always an expres-
sion of the personality of the poet and con-
sists in the spontaneous outburst of the poéts’
feelings. Such an, outburst, when it is in-
tense and sincere, generally clothes itself in
the appropriate rhythm and harmony without
any conscious strain or effort on the part of
the artist. To sustain that creative mood,
the poet has to recollect his 'emotion in soli-
tude as Valmiki did after.his return to the
hgrmitage. These are but the starting points
of the poets’ journey; but the, spark that
ignites the fire of poetic ‘genius is the divine
gift of talent, like the one wh.u:h Brahma
conferred on Valmiki. Others who “achieve,
poetic greatness by t‘heu' g’n_deavour “ abide
our question”, but the poets endowed with
heavenly gifts like Valmtlu or Kalidasa soar
out-top-~
ping knowledge’. Such a oet can’ speak
nothing but the truth; for in the realm of
poetry “ Beauty is truth and ;ruth is beauty”;
nor can the work of such a poet ever perish ;
for ““ A thing of beauty is a joy for ever *.
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WHY NOT?-

Miss K. Brahadambal, B.a. ( Hoxs. ) B.T.
Lecturer in History

‘JT was 2-30 P. M. Lounging on my seat in

my niche in the College dreaming of

what is going to happen to...........
I suddenly became conscious of a “presence’.
I scanned and it turned out to be no less
a person than the redoubtable editor of our
College <« Mag”,

I could very well notice a bi‘g\que'stion
mark on his face and I understood it at once.
He had been unduly partial to me in the
matter of waiting and it is clear he has
grown desperate, for almost all the contribu-
tions for our magazine have already poured
in and are now actually in print. '

‘What was I to do? I had neither the
article nor even a plausible excuse ready.
It was an extremely delicate situation. I was
embarrassed and he not less. He had been
too chivalrous to remind me while I had
been too sluggish relying upon the privilege
due to me. And now here is a posture
of affairs in which our over kind editor
has been presumably prompted to think if
I had not reached the limits to the considera-
tions which I can expect due to my sex.
But he would never put it in so many words
to me for the life of him nor would he
quietly leave me out of the job, because
he had made (almost) the first approach
to me for an article and I had in a way
agreed. Even if the latter alternative were
possible, what would everybody say if
there should be no contribution from only
.one member of the staff and that too the
solitary member! Surely it will not go
unnoticed or commented upon. Should he
hold me up to this? Not he at any rate.
It will be just like waking a sleeping man,

promising him immortality in one breath
and denying it in the next and finally holding

him to ridicule for having slept. That

would be too cruel a joke to be practised

_on any man by anybody much less by our

editor on his own collegue and a lady at that.
Why should he be blamed? And why
should I be either? No, it would never
do. He would never have me out of the job.
He was looking at me quizzically. I appeared
to him a great tragic heroine marching
steadily on to a certain destruction though
I might have turned along the other road
and gained immortality. There was nothing
for him but to watch this catastrophe slowly
overtaking me, his co-worker.

“Why not I tell her straight away that
she has unduly delayed and as such it may
not be possible to accept her article any
more 7, he should have thought.

I could read all these in a trice from his
tell-tale: countenanice. But how could I
accept guilt? Even if I should, would it
not be completely at variance with the nature
of the members of my sex and would I net
be scandalising them all at-once?

So the best I could do was to put on a
non-chalant smile triumphantly. I could
never make it bright. It was one of those
faint things which hover about on helpless
lips. I gulped the lump in my throat.
Then I was seized with a bright idea.
Impulsively I asked him, “ Why not I
chronicle the scene itself between us and
have done with it? ¢ yes”, he said, < by all
means, why not? > . ., and -here it is!
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Science—Its Utilitarian and Cultural Value

Sri K. Gopalan
Leciurer in Chemistry

SCIENCE is a socially acquired body qf

knowledge abeut the world and uni-
verse and is at the same time a method of
consciously extending and of using this
knowledge. With the development of Science,
Civilisations have become increasingly depen-
dent upon its use in enlarging their mastery
over nature, so as to be able to support large
populations at standards of living above the
primitive.

To-day everyone knows about the part
played by Science and Scientists in promoting
the social and national prosperity. All the
industries of the country on which not only
comfort but even the life of the people
depend—the great manufacturing industries,
and agriculture, the greatest industry of all pay
tribute to science. With the contribution of
Science to raise agricultural and industrial
productivity, it is becoming the material
basis for abolishing hunger and want from
the world. Is it not a matter of highest
importance that agriculturists should have
at their command an adequate supply of
fertilisers, if a deterioration of the soil should
not set in and the agricultural output should
ameet the national requirements? Does not
science play an essential role in this all im-
portant field? And science can keep the
wolf from the door,

Science has rendered a noble service to
mankind. It is no exaggeration to say that
the health and well-being of the people are
fandamentally dependent on the scientist.
One has only to imagine the sum of miseri‘,
suffering and loss of life from which mankind
has been saved by anzsthetics, antiseptics,
drugs and insecticides which we owe to the
ability, trained intellect, scientific imagination,
and persistent endeavour of scientists. The
progress that has been made in the defeat

of social scourges such as cancer, tuberculosis,
cholera, Malaria and other diseases is an
outstandingly remarkable achievement.’

The crowning achievement of scientists is
the artificial preparation of many of nature’s
own ‘products and industrial production of
those innumerable dyes, therapeutic agents,
perfumes and other materials which are
regarded as necessaries in our modern civili-
sation.  The Scientist has entered into
competition with Nature and has defeated
her in the production of many compounds
both for ornament and for utility. The arti-

‘ficial products in a number of cases excel

the natural product.

The raw materials for the synthetic pro-
dacts are derived from coal-tar and petroleum.
The coal-tar obtained by the distillation of
coal is an evil-smelling and unattractive
looking material but from it the scientist has
evolved innumerable substances—dyes by
the thousand which successfully match with

‘the natural colours—explosives which the

strongest works of nature are powerless to
resist, antiseptics and drugs; the sweet—
smelling essences of flowers; phatographic
Chemicals ; plastics and rubber-like materials.
It is needless to emphasise that the above
materials are necessaries in the modern
world.

With the bursting of the first atom bomb,
a new epoch in the world’s history and in the
history of human civilisation began. Wide
publicity has been given on the possibilities
for good opened up for the world, when the
stores of atomic energy are liberated, not
with world-shattering violence, but as'a
steadily flowing stream controlled and
directed for the use and benefit of mankind.
This great scientific discovery can be applied
to the furtherance of the lot of humanity,



in particular of the peoples of Asia and
Africa, from their grinding poverty, of
making the desert areas of the world ¢ blossom
as the rose” or thriving industrial centres.

In times of war men are inclined to think
of the work of scientists as being directed
solely to destructive ends but the discoveries
of scientists are conmtributions to knowledge
and in themseclves are neither beneficient
or maleficient. It is man’s responsibility
to use these discoveries aright. It is a
challenge to his moral greatness. The
suffering and destruction of life brought
about by the misuse of the discoveries of
scientists are certainly great. But the relief
from pain and the saving of life made possible
by their discoveries are greater.

Science can intensify economic crises of
overproduction and be the cause of un-
employment and much human suffering.
But this is a political and social problem
whose solution can only be found through
the study of societies and in political action.

Another attack on Science has been that
it has replaced the craftsman by the un-
skilled worker—the machine minder. It is
true that the latter class of work has little
relationship between their work and satis-
faction of human needs. The logical successor
to the craftsman of old is the technical of
to-day. But of course an enlightened society
should do everything to retain and encourage
the older crafisman in appropriatc—sphéres.
But a technician’s work is inevitable in order
to achieve high standards of living.

Science must be appreciated not merely
on account of its utilitarian value but also
as an instrument of culture, as a means of
coming into closer relations with Nature and
the Infinite.

The story of Science is one of the most
enthralling of stories, the story of incessant
struggles of men against the unknown, in
which stage by stage, overcoming difficulty,
after difficulty, menare always the victors.
Every discovery in science is a positive
knowledge, a gain for mankind whether or

not it may prove later to have direct materizl
application. A broad and general education in
Science is absolutely essential for every one.
An understanding of the scientific basis of
things of common experience suchas food,
health, heredity, genetics, and an appreciation
of the value of experimental method should
form part of a man’s education.

There is a fallacy in the common con-
tradistinction between science and culture.
There is often an implication that the culture

-of a society is its literature, music and art

while its science is merely a“utilitarian asset.
To scientists the pursuit of science bhas an
intellectual and @sthetic value which may be
compared with that given by the cultivation
of the graphic arts or music; but itis believed
that such appreciation cannot be shared by

others in a similar way. An improvement in

popular education in science, an effort on the
part of scientists to explain their work in
popular terms and a suitable modification of
the educational system will certainly dispense
with any such feeling.

In this scientific .age no man can be comsi-
dered cultured who makes no serious attempt
to understand and appreciate the broad
principles of science. Although there are
some scientists who have no interests outside
their own field of study, it is common to find
that scientists in general have a wide range
of interest in human affairs and the arts.
But it is noteworthy that many of the -so-
called cultured intelligentsia have not the
faintest inkling of either the history or
scientific theories. They are cut off from
at least one half of the real culture of the
modern world. A society’s heritage and
contemporary progress in science is as
integral a part of that society’s culture as is
its music and literature and should be absor-
bed normally as part of general education.
Science should be recognised as a precious
possession of the community and not as 2
marvel to be admired or feared without under-
standing. Such a proper understanding of
science will shatter the attempts of reactionary



people to suggest that it is “ Science ** which
is responsible for wars and cconomic crises, as
a smoke-screen to hide the real social causes.

To develop an appreciation of Science as 2
part of culture educational classes should be
conducted in smaller towns. Exhibitions and
museums, small and large, can be a very
useful way of demonstrating and explaining
scientific subjects. The exhibitions should
show the role of science in everyday life.
They should show how the -industries of one
- country are dependent upon the raw materials
of another and also illustrate the methods
adopted at various times and in different
regions to deal with the problems of - produc-
tion, transport and manufacture. -Such a
background of general knowledge of the real
world will enable a man, in the light of his
own personal experience, to better appreciate
the significance of current topics and trends.

~ Scientific talks should be included to a
greater cxtent in the Radjo programmes. An
authoritative perspn of high scientific  stand-
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ing should be put in charge of these. Topics

‘like the History of science, “scientific dis-

coveries lives of scientific workers, Indastry,
Housing, Agriculture and Food, Maedicine
and Health etc. could be discussed in very

popular terms.

- A well-balanced attempt to make scientific

“study more popular is absolutely necessary

for a nation’s progress. Science stands for

* efficiency in all the activities of life and the

neglect of science spells waste, industrial
decay and national ruin. It is highly gratify-
ing that our Government has taken a very

‘firm step in the direction of encouraging and

assisting Scientific and Industrial Research.
But, for the national effort to become really
effective, the mental outlock and the attitude
of the people towards science must change,
A spirit of trust in science and love for it must
be cultivated. Men of high mental calibre
and energy must be attracted in much larger
pumbers into the ranks of scientific workers.
Only then real scientific advance. is possible
and national prosperity can be ensured.
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Science Brings Peace and Plenty

Sri M. Dharmalingam, B. Sc. ( Hons.)
Lecturer in Physics

HE object here .is to reveal atomic
energy in its marvellously beneficient
character, to emphasise its possibilities as a
tremendous boon and an ever increasing
blessing to mankind. Appallingly capable
though it is of mass destruction, atomic
energy can be—and indeed has been proved
to be—a magical source of good.

When we reflect on the benefits that its
use has already conferred upon industry and
health we find it bard to realise that only
just over thirty years ago the prospect of
releasing the energy of the “ Mighty Atom »
was viewed by most people, even by many
scientists, with considerable apprehension.
They feared the result would be a global
catastrophe.

However when at last in 1932, the atom
was split nobody was immediately any the
worse for an achievement that was hailed as a
¢ miracle of Science’. But knowledge was
at that precise moment gained of a new and
perhaps illimitable agency for good and
of a new and possibly doomful evil, that
knowledge, a few years later was to challenge
the conscience of the great nations and
present them with a fateful choice. That
choice still demands to be made. Upon
it will depend the whole future of mankind.
For atomic energy is like a genie; at our
bidding it will perform marvels for the
inestimable advantage of us all and will with
equal facility strew the earth with ruin and
death and decay.

Lord Cherwell, Professor of experimental
Philosophy at Oxford has said < For the
first time man has it in his power to destroy
all life on this planer, and the question
is wbether he will be able to avoid some
form of universal suicide”. As Sir John
Cockroft has told elsewhere there has been

established, “ A major source of the world’s
supply of radio-active isotopes”. The pro-
duction of atomic energy is a big industry
in itself, giving employment to thousands.

Apart from Nuclear energy as a source of
power there are applications of radiation to
the chemical engineering industries. The
Polymerisation of ethelene to polyethelene is
carried out in industry at high pressures and
temperatures. The presence of radiation
under certain circumstances can double the
output of ethelene. Radiation can also change
the properties of plastics such as polyethelene.
In particular it can greatly increase the re-
sistance of polyethelene to high temperatures.

In  agricultural research radio-active
isotopes play a considerable part. In genetics,
Physiology and biochemistry, of plants and
animals and pathology, the study and control
of diseases in laboratories devoted to ail
these radio-active traces are to-day an
important tool of the research worker. With
radio-active isotopes observations of many
types which were hitherto impossible can be
made. These have proved to be valuable
aids in the investigation of plant growth,
nutrition and plant diseases. The radio
antographs are of immense value in studying
the distribution of substances between tissues.
By placing rtoots, leaves, or even slices of
fruits 10 close contact with suitable photo-
graphic material, usually X-ray—films a
picture of distribution is obtained. They
have also been used at least as widely for the
investigarion of the ability of the soil to
provide nutrients in a form accessible to
plants. Radio-active Phosphorous has opened
up new proporous lines of research. Again
the object of much agricultural research is to
reduce the loss in yield due to weeds, pests
and diseases and werkers in these fields are
beginning to find tracer methods of consid~



erable value. The slso finally use it inthe '

examination of the toxity of fungicides to the
spores of various fungi.

The radio-active isotopes find an increasing
use in the line of milk research and milk
preservation. Besides being useful it is an
entirely peaceful and constructive method and
it has provided the research worker a new tool
quite astonishing incisiveness and precision

and of ever widening scope. Certain biological -

problems that have appeared almost insolvable
by methods in use before radio isotopes
became available, are now yielding one by one
to this sharp and searching research tool.

The impact of modern developments in
nuclear physics on medicine, with its
humanitarian outlook and scientific techni-
que, has been of particular interest. If a
minute quantity of radio-active material is fed
to an animal it is possible to tell where it is
and how much of it is there, and to follow
its absorption in the body, incorporation in
the tissues, and its subsequent break down
and excretion. Much use has been made in
the fundamental study of physiology. To
determine the volume of red blood cells in
the body, the portion in the plasma, to study
the disorder functions of the body, and to
find the distribution of iron in the body given
to a patient by mouth or by injection are all
made possible now using radio isotopes.

An interesting diagonostic procedure is
the use of television techiniques to display
the distribution of radio-active material in a
patient. A highly sensitive instrument, a
Seintillation counter is used to scan the
patient that is to pass backwards and forwards
in front of him. Passing down the length of
the body as it does, this instrument
produces on a television screen a pattern of
dots which represent the concentration of
underlying radio activity. The screen shows
a picture of the patient which is not a photo-
graph of his outside nor an X-ray of his bones
within, but a plan of his radio activity. Some
patients when given special radio-active
materials distribute them in their bodies in a

pattern which provides valuable information
about their disease. Again it is in cancer
that radio-active isotopes have been most
widely used in treatment.

Despite the distracting noise and cxcfteg-
ment it is in quieter realms of thought and
understanding that the real revolution caused
by recent advance, in nuclear physics, seems
to be taking place. The unhappy segrega-
tion of mental activity into fields of science,
philosophy and art with their disintegration
into remote pursuits has led science to be-
come more and more the tool of power rather
than remaining an integrated part qf our way
of life, as a precise language for talking about
the material world. The concepts of classical
physics once thought to be universally appli-
cable, have now been found to be restricted,
the order of reality has changed, uncertainity
has been found at the very heart of material
things and no longer can even the purest
scientist hope to explain a home by its bricks
or the whole universe by its atomic particles.
At the moment when scientific approach has
provided man with an unparallelled opportu-
nity for the development of power to be used
cither for his material prosperity or for his
destruction it has also presented him with a
new chance to see himself and his surround=
ings very clearly.

The obtrusive drama of bigger and better
bembs is now being turned more happily into
an energetic and imaginative endeavour to
harness nuclear energy to industry, to
improve our material condition of life. Se
long as man aspires to knowledge he must
accept the responsibilities it brings. He gets

‘no where by blaming both his failures im

human relation and his abuse of power, on
his success in the field of science which has
placed that power in his hands for good or ill.
W. Grey Walter wrote “The flinging of the
first flaming brand to scare the beasts away
from the mouth of a cave was a profoundly
greater gesture in the human story than the

dropping of the first atom bomb, its modern
elaboration™,




METALS AND CIVILISATION

Sri R. Jayaraman, B, Sc. (Hoxs.)
Lecturer in Chemistry

IN the twentieth century the expansion of

the use of metals has been so rapid that
considerably more metal has been produced
during the last 4o years than during the ages
from the beginning of man’s history till the
year A.D. 1900. How many people realise
that our material civilisatton and every
amenity of life depend on the work of the
metallurgist and on his ability to produce
first the right type of metal for each parti-
cular purpose ?

In the morning we arc awakened by an
alarm clock, the working components of
which are certainly metallicc. 'We press an
electric switch and current passes along a
copper wire to light alamp with a tungsten
filament. We wash in water which has come
through copper or lead pipes, shave with a
hardened steel razor-blade, whilst anticipating
breakfast that is to be cooked on a cast-iron
stove; in the meanwhile coffee is being made
in a metal coffee-pot with water heated in an
aluminjium kettle. Then after eating our
1dli and sambar served in an ever-silver plate,
we read a newspaper that has been printed
from a lead alloy type-metal. Havimg
finished breakfast, we rush to catch a bus or
ttam car which is almost entirely made of
metal and on handing the conductor a nickel
alloy quarter rupee, we receive change in the
form of copper alloy quarter-annas. This is
only the beginning of a day during which
hundreds of metallic objects may be used,
whether we happen to operate a type-writer,
a tractor or a lathe; pilot an aeroplane or
work in a modest office or College.

THE HISTORY OF METALS

Man learned to make fires and later to
construct furnaces hot enough to liquify most

. of the metals he used and he discovered that

the molten metal could be poured into
cavaties in stone or clay and allowed to
become solid, thus assuming the shape of
the mould cavity. Archeologists have dis-
covered ancient bronze swords and other
weapons made by casting in this manner.
We, in Tamil Nad, must really bs proud of
the rich heritage of statues and images of
gods and goddesses made in ancient times and
preserved for ever in Brass and Bronze.

ALLOYS

The art of blending metals was gradually
developed and it became known that an
«alloy > formed in this way was sometimes
stronger, harder and tougher than the metals
of which it was composed. Probably the
first alloy to be made was a bronze, consis-
ting of copper with about one part in ten of
tin. There is evidence that the early workers
understood that if higher content of tin were
used the alloy was harder, while less tin
gave asofter alloy, so that for different pur-
poses bronzes with varying tin contents were
deliberately produced. In south India,
Kumbakonam is noted for Brass vessels,
Shoranur in S. Malabar for light steeclware
like knives and forks etc. and Trichur im
Travancore-Cochin state for Bell-metal.

By the time the Romans came to Britain,
}:hey were using iron and bronze for weapons,
tools, and farming implements; copper for
vessels and ornaments, lead for water pipes,
baths and even coffins; tin, glold and silver
for ornaments and silver, brass and bronze
for coinage.



Some common alioys ( their composition and qm)

PERCENTAGES
Other Tses
Alloy Copper Tin Zinc Nickel Iron Maganet  ps00005

h Statues

Bronze 88.96 4.12 o &
uns & cannons
Gun Metal 88 10 ‘ 2 '
- Vessels, cooking
Bell Metal 80 2 utensils
Brass 90 10 »
German 25 25 10 »
silver " 50 35 35 »

Monel Metal 27 68 2.3 Industry
Magnesium 83 4 13 Resistant coils

i 50.70 20.2§ 11.25 windings in
Nicheome chromium  Electric fires
Stainless 3% steel 17% Variety of
T steel 80% chromium purposes
Common Solder 50% Lead 509,
Type Metal 5% Lead 75% Types.

Antio 20%,

BASE AND NOBLE METALS

Gold and to a lesser extent silver were
regarded as ‘noble’ metals because they
could be exposed to the atmosphere for a
long time without tarnishing and because they
could be melted repeatedly without much
loss in weight. These characteristics led to
their being used for jewellery and eventually
coinage. The possession of noble metals
consequently become a measure of wealth so
that gold and silver were coveted for their
monetary as distinct from their utilitarian
value. All the other metals then koown,
such as tin, lead, copper and iron were by
contrast considered base metals,

HOW WE GET OUR METALS

Meteorites (i. e. perts of a star which has
broken down due to gravitational effects )
from outer space were a source of metals for
the early man. These meteorites usually
consisted of iron, containing about § % of
nickel with a small amount of cobalt,

During an exploration in greenland in
1894, a huge metallic meteorite, half buried’
in the ground was discovered. For a hund-
red years this had been a source of metal for
the Eskimo hunters who used to break off
pieces from the meteorite and fashion the
metals into weapons and tools. No doubt



but a number of differentiations as many
differentiations as the different organs. And
there is in it the vital principle which is also
its principle of unity, activity etc. (which is
also otherwise known as Essence or Form or
Nature or Substance as distinguished from
accidents like colour, shape, size, etc.) Thus
sensitive life and vegetative life require their
principles of life,

If we further examine the operations
of man we find that he is not only capable
of vegetative and sensient operations (which
are material) but is aware of his power to
produce effects which have nothing whatso-
ever in common with matter. Man can
think. A thought is mnot reducible to
anything that we can feel justified in calling
material. If we list every known property
of matter we shall find that a thought has
none of them. It does not occupy space,
it has no shape or size or weight, it is not
perceptible by any of the fine semses. It
cannot be made into something else. Faced
with his power to produce something which
has not one single element in common with
the matter of his body, man has normally
adopted the obvious solution—that this utterly
tmmaterial thing must be produced by some
element in himself distinct from his body.
In other words, man produces two sets of
operations which has nothing in common;
therefore man must consist of two distirffct
principles. There is the material body which
produces material operations ; there is the
spiritual part of him which produces the
non-material operations. Yet man is not two
beings butone being. We have therefore to
conclude that man has a material constituent,
that he has a life-principle which make his
body to be a living body, and that this life-
principle is spiritual and therefore capable of

producing those spiritual effects. The soul
(the vital principle in man) does not
directly produce the sensitive and vegitative
operations but simply animates the (sensi-
tive) sense organs of the human body.
Human nature, thus consists of material
body which operates through its five physical
senses ( of sight, hearing, touch, taste and
smell) and a spiritual soul ( Whose faculties
are intellect and will ).

The possession of a spiritual soul is the one
thing that makes a fundamental difference
between man and the lower animals. And if
one thing is more certain than another, it is
that unless we can see a fundamental diff-
erence between men and the animals, there
will be no fundamental difference in our
treatment of men and animals,

There are different activities and so diff-
erent natures. A being differs from another
being according to its nature. Nature may
be defined as the principle of activity ( radix
activitatis ) or substance which is ordained to
some end or finality. There is substantial
difference between inferior and superior
beings. Each being has a special end and
also a common end (namely the inferior
beings being meant for the superior beings)
and they must be unified. It is necessary
to have faculties in the same level as the
operation to be produced. The term °Life’
is thus an anological term (indicating diff-
erent kinds of vital principles according to
different natures ) and not an univocal or
equivocal term. The vital principles of
plant, animai and man are vegitative, sentient
and spiritual principles respectively. The
end of a being is always in the same level as
its nature.

WHAT a comforting thought it is to think of death, whenever it comes, as a wise plan
in the economy of nature? If we could realize this law of our being and be prepared for death as
a welcome friend and deliverer, we should cease to engage in the trantic struggle for life. We
shall cease to want to live at the cost of other lives and in contempt of all considerations of

humanity.

—M, K. GANDHI



Educational activities of H. H. Rajah Serfoji

Chattrapathy of Tanjore

Srimanth Rajasri Rajaram Rajah Sahib Chattrapathy,

Senior Prince, Tanjore

TANJORE District is called the Eden of
South India. It well deserves that
name. Its fertility is unbounded. Itis the
great centre of Hindu Art and Cultore.
Great rivers flow through it, great cities
adorn it. Its temples are amongst the most
sacred and architecturally the most superb in
India and the whole District teems with
historic sites such as Sangeetha Mahal in
which is located the only College in the city
named after the great ruler Rajah Serfoji.
Tanjore was the seat of the Chola, the Nayak
and the Maharatta dynasties, magic names in
the annals of South India. Raja Raja Chola,
Rajendra Chola, Reghunatha Nayak, Rajah
Shahaji and Rajah Serfoji are some of the
names of the rulers to conjure with for
they have handed down their names to
posterity.

Rajah Serfoji II of the Maharatta dynasty
ascended the throne in the year 1789 A. D.
and ruled until 1831 A. D. Hindu rulers were
invariably supporters of Education and were
often unusually attached to men of learning
and genius who resided in their courts. A
poet, a logician or a bard meets, from a Hindu
Ruler with that reception which, in Western
Countries, would be accorded to Ministers and
pleni-potentiaries. In like manner, Serfoji
surrounded himself with learned scholars and
poets hailing from different parts of India
and gathered in Tanjore, a galaxy of accom-
plished and talented men who greatly contri-
buted to the cultural and educational
uplifiment of the people.

When we study the period of Serfoji we
should bear in mind that he lived in a period
far removed from the modern days when

education was at its low ebb. The facilities
of printed books and easy communication
were practically nil then. English schools
and other educational institutions aided by
the Government were rare. The very few
schools which existed were entirely in the
hands of Missionaries of different countries
and nationalities. The educational system of
the East India Company was not properly
developed. Needless to say that there were
no Colleges in India then.

The general education imparted in those
few institutions were the reading and writting
of the local languages. In some schools
English was also taught to the Hindu boys.
Only Christian students studied English and
local languages in the Mission schools where
no Hindu dared to enter. Such a situation
was greatly altered by Rajah Serfoji in
Tanjore by bringing together all the boys
irrespective of caste and creed in one school
and there they were taught all subjects with-
out any reservation.

The system of University education was
not in vogue then. In fact the University of
Madras was founded only in the year 1857
A. D. twenty six years after Serfoji’s death.
In such a state of affairs Rajah Serfoji started
on his project of providing free education in
all branches of learning and in all the known
languages of the locality to all his subjects.
And within the jurisdiction of his limited
holdings, he strove hard single-handed and
with sincerity of purpose to confer on his
people the maximum benefit of fiee educa-

tion and in this he achieved considerable
success.



Serfoji had his early education under
Rev. Swartz and Rev. Gerrike which went a
long way to shape his character. He became
a linguist in course of time and mastered
Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, English,
French, German and Latin besides his
mother-tongue Marathi. He wished to
combine what was best in Indian and foreign
cultures. He was a great composer and a
musician, and had left several musical com-
positions in Indian languages as well as in
English. It is remarkable that at that period
when no Hindu dared to cross the ocean for
fear of being ex-communicated, Rajah Serfoji
agreed to send his only son Rajah Shivaji to
receive higher education in England, but
Shivaji’s mother refused to be separated from
her only son and hence the Rajah’s desire
remained unfulfilled.

From numerous records we see that
Serfoji’s schools admitted girls also. Names
of several girls studying in various schools
with their age and caste are found in the
accounts of the schools. The encouragement
given by him to women education was res-
ponsible in later years for the steady progress
of women education in the district of Tanjore.
The Divisional Inspector Mr. Bradshaw in
his report for the years 1851-—1852 says,
¢ Tanjore stands first of all the districts in
the Fourth Division in the State, the number
of girls reading in Tanjore exceeds that in all
the schools in the three other districts put
together ?. Serfoji subsidised a school for
girls run by the Missionaries at Karunthattan-
gudi. He attached ¢ Patasalas” or schools
to most of the Chattrams he had under his
control which not only catered to the physical
needs of the pilgrims but also imparted free
education to the village children.

In his capital at Tanjore he started, in
addition to schools giving lessons in Indian
languages, special schools for specialised
subjects like Vedanta, Nyaya, Jyotuisha and
Nava-vidya. Vedanta  schools admitted
Brahmin, Kshattriya and even Vysia boys
and they were taught four Vedas, six
shastras, besides grammar, tharkashastra and

Mimamsa. Jyotisha Shastra Sala specialised
in Ganitham (mathematics), astrology, astro-
nomy and astrophysics, while Nyaya Shastra
Sala taught Neethi Shastra (codes of conduct).
Rajya vyavahara (state craft), laws of Civil
and Criminal justice, and Rules of Hindu
code (Dbarma Shastra). In Agama Shastra
Salas, which were attached to every big
temple of Hoary tradition, pupils were taught
subjects like Agamashastra, Vaikhanasa,
Pancharathra etc., and equipped the pupils
with knowledge for the proper conduct of
religious ceremonies in the Temples. Distin-
guished Pandits were appointed as heads of
the respective branches of study.

Similarly, separate schools for teaching
English, Tamil, Telugu, Marathi, Persian and
Arabic were also started at different centres.
The teachers were given gifts of lands and
cash salary from the private treasury of the
Rajah. A Pandit in oriental languages for
instance was paid 10 chakrams and 10 kalams
of paddy per month besides assurances of
further help and presents for every kind of
celebrations in his house. Similarly, when
a boy completed his course of study and
retutned home he was given new clothes and
expenses for the journey.

The accounts and lists maintained in modi
script and the personal correspondence
registers of the Rajah reveal that children
of all castes were admitted in all his schools
free. Muslim boys were also enrolled.
Names of various schools their respective
strength, the names and castes of the pupils
and the teachers, their scale of pay, duration
of the course presctibed for each branch of
study, and other details of the curriculam
are found meticulously recorded in the modi
manuscripts.

The schools situated in Needamangalam,
Tiruvarur, Muktambalpuram and other
villages where the Rajah had Chattrams were
placed under the control of Superintendents
called < Madyasthas >, Other inferior
officers like Dimmatis were in direct control
of the Schools and the hostels. Large



grants of lands were given by _Serfoii for
their maintenance. His munificience even
extended beyond his domains; fox: he
liberally helped several European Mis§1ons.
The S. P. G. Mission received the maximum
help from him in cash grant and land.
A number of buildings constructed by the
Rajah at his cost were gifted away to such
Mission schools in Tanjore, Tranquebar and
Needamangalam firkas. When in the year
1808 A. D. Tranquebar was conquered by
the English from the Danish people, the
Danish Mission school was in distress and
Serfoji extended his helping hand by gifting
away the entire village of Ayyapadi for its
maintenance. Several school buildings like
«“ Master Ram’s Mahadi” in North Main
Street, Tanjore owe their origin to the
munificience of this noble king.

He had made it a rule to provide every
school attached to a Chattram with a hostel.
The pupils were not only fed sumptuously
but well clothed and cared for. They were
given good food thrice a day, and the food
consisted of two curries, Sambhar, Rasam,
Buttermilk, ghee and a fried item. To all
non-vegetarian boys meat-diet was given
once a week in addition to their oil baths
twice a week and appetising drugs to sharpen
their appetite. The boys were properly
dressed and supplied with blankets and
warm-clothes during cold weather.

To every hostel and school campus an
excellent gymnasium was built.  Exercises in
Indian games and methods of physical culture
like Wrestling, Dandals, Baskees, Karla (club)
Whirling, Fencing (patta), Cilumbum (play
with sticks) and Malkhamb were taught. An
expert Wrestler called * Vastad ” belonging to
the  Malluga Jetty ” caste was put in charge
of the gymnasium and he was given grant of
land and also a small cash salary.

It is also on record that several distin-
guished Europeans like the Governor of
Madras, Captain Chalminer, Commander
Hessie, Captain John Fife, John Blackburn,
Archdeacon Robinson, Mr. Kolhoff, Lord

Velantia, Bishop Heber ' and ' otl_lers. have
visited some of the cducatnonal.msgtupons of
Serfoji and they call suc.h mgxtunons as
« Rajah’s several Colleges ’ > in their Feferences_
They have recorded unstl.nted praise for the
Rajah’s magnanimity, farsightedness, singular
devotion to the welfare of his people and his
scholarly attainments.

For the use of little children Serfoji caused
English books like Aesop’s Fables to be trans-
lated into simple Indian languages. He had
also made geography easy for them by writing
out a Geographical opera called ““Devendra
Kuravanji”.  One of his leading court poets
Kottayur Sivakolundu Desigar was sent to
Madras on the special request of the
Governor of Madras where he was appointed
as Professor of Tamil in the first College to
be started there. Such was the profound
influence that Rajah Serfoji exercised over the
literary activities of his period.

To further the cause of education, he
started the first press in Tanjore called <“Nava-
vidya Kalasala Varnayantra” for producing
copies of all the great works in Indian
languages for wider use and circulation among
the public. In fact, this was the first press
in India meant for printing oriental languages.
It is only thirty years after he had started
this ¢ Varnayantra > press, that similar enter-
prises were undertaken at Bombay to print
works in Sanskrits, Marathi etc. The types
used were stone types and even today we
see with pride some excellent copies printed
in his press, preserved in his great Library of
Saraswathi Mahal at Tanjore.

Thus it can be seen that a zest for the
spread of education and a firm belief in the
greatness of the Hindu Culture grew fertile
in the heart of Serfoji and has produced
permanent fruits. The early impressions
he had received by the impact of the Western
with his native eastern methods have led
him to the formation of a synthetic culture
in himself, with the help of which he had

left to posterity, results of permanent value
and universal benefit.




PLAYING WITH NUMBERS—BIG NUMBERS

Sri V. S. Krishnamurthy, M. a.
Lecturer in Mathematics

FROM times immemorial, numbers have

had a great fascination for all men,
especially mathematicians. There is a story
current among African explorers that the
Hottentots do not have in their vocabulary
the names for numbers greater than three.
Ask such a native how many children he has
or how many enemies he had slain, and
if the number is greater than three, he will
say “many”. Thus the fiercest Warrior
of the Hottentot tribe would be beaten,
in the art of counting, by any Indian child
of Kinderkarten age who could easily boast
the ability to count upto 10. Nowadays
we are all accustomed to the idea of big
numbers, like the American aid to various
countries running into billions and trillions
of dollars or stellar distances measured in
inches or the total number of atoms in the
universe as at present known to be 3 followed
by 74 Zeroes (i.e.) 3X107%*.  But this
¢ arithmetic made easy’ system was unknown
to the ancients till an Indian mathematician
made that momentous discovery—though
many of us even now do not realise its
importance or significance. Till this epoch
making discovery various cumbersome system
of representing numbers were in use and
invariably all of them proved useless when big
numbers had to be represented. For the
ancients, very large number like the number
of stars in the sky, the fishes in the sea, or the
grains of sand on the beach were incalculable.
It was Archimedes who first tried to tackle
the problem of representing big numbers.
He was successful upto a stage. Nowadays
any undergraduate has some idea—though
vague—about big numbers and about infinity.
However big a number one can think of,
it is still finite and can be written down
provided one has the patience.

But there are some really infinite numbers
which are larger than any number we can
possibly write, no matter, how long we work
or how patient we are. Thus the “ number

of all numbers” is clearly infinite, and so
is the “number of all geometrical points
on a line.” Is there anything to be said
about such numbers except that they are
infinite or is it possible, for example, to
compare two different infinities and see
which one is larger? Such questions as these,
which at first sight seem fantastic, were first
considered by the famous mathematician,
George Cantor, who can be called the
founder of the arithmetics of infinity.

If we want to speak about larger or smaller
infinities we face a problem of comparing
pumbers that we can neither name nor write
down and are more or less in the position
of a Hottentot inspecting his treasure chest
and wanting to know whether he has more
glass leads or more copper coins in his
possession, Remember the Hottentots can-
not count beyond three. Then is the
problem insoluble? Not at all. If he is
clever enough he will get his answer by
comparing the beads and the coins piece by
piece. He will place one bead by the side
of one coin, another bead by the side of
another coin and so on. If he runs out of
beads while he has still some coins, then he
has more coins than beads and vice versa.
If he has coins and beads matched in pairs
with remainder in none, then the number
of coins equals number of beads. This was
precisely the method employed by Cantor
in comparing the two infinities. If we can
pair the objects of two infinite groups so
that each object of one infinite collection
pairs with one object of the second infinite
collection and no objects in either group are
left alone, then the two infinities are equal.
If this is not the case and objects in one of
the collections remain alone then this collec-
tion is greater than the other one.

This is evidently the most reasonable and
as a matter of fact the only possible way



that one can use to compare infinite quanti-
ties. Take for example the infinity of all
even and the infinity of all odd pumbers.
Intuitively one fecls that there are as many
even numbers as there are odd and this is
in agreement with the above rule since a
one to one correspondence of these numbers
can be arranged :

I1357 9III3I5 (iovvuninnransnnne
2468101214 16.........00utinen .

There is an even number to correspond
with each odd number in this table and vice
versa. Hence the nfinity of even numbers
is equal to the infinity of odd numbers. This
seems quite simple and natural.

But hark | Which will be greater, the number
of all numbers, both even and odd, or the
pumber of even numbers only ? Of course the
immediate reaction is to say that the former
should be greater because it contains in itself
all even numbers in addition to all odd ones.
But that is only an impression and in order
to get the exact answer you must use the
above rule for comparing two infinities.
Then it will be found that the impression was
wrong—surprising indeed. This can be seen
from the following table:

1234 5 6 7 8 910 I1II 12 13 ...
2 468 1012 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 ..

According to our rule of comparing infini-
ties we must say that the infinity of even
numbers is exactly as large as the infinity of
all numbers. This sounds paradoxical since
even numbers represent only a part of all the
numbers but we must remember that we
operate here with infinite numbers and must be
prepared to come across different properties.

Ino fact in the world of infinity a part may
be equal to the whole! This can be
illustrated further by an example or two.

Following Cantor’s rule for comparing
two infinities, we can also prove now that
the number of all ordinary arithmetic frac-
tions like 3 or § or Lt is the same as the
number of all integers. In fact we can
arrange all ordinary fractions in a row
according to the following rule: Write

first the fractions for which the sum of the
numerator and denominator is equal to 2:
there is only one such, viz, $. Then write
the fractions with sums equal to 3 :as § &4,
Then those with sum 4 as 3, 3, ¥. And
so on. In following this procedure we
shall get an infinite sequence of fractions
containing every single fraction one can
think of. Now write above this sequence,
the sequence of all integers and you have
the one to one correspondence between the
infinite number of fractions and the infinity
of integers. Thus their number is the same,
This may create the wrong impression that
all the infinities are the same and that there
is no use or sense in comparing them. That
this is not the case can be demonstrated by
finding an infinity which is greater than the
infinity of all integers or all arithmetical
fractions. Infact there are many more points
on a line than there are integers or fractional
numbers. To prove this their consider a line
one inch long and the sequence of integer
numbers. Each poiot on the line is fixed
by its distance from one end of the line and
these distance can be written in the form
of an infinite decimal fraction like of
.073543.. (All these fractions will be less
than 1 since theline takenis 1” long). Thus
we have to compare the number of all
integers with the number of all possible
infinite decimal fractions. From arithmetic
it is known that every ordinary fraction
can be converted into an infinite periodic
dgcimal fraction. And the points in a line
are not necessarily represented by periodic
decimal fractions and in most cases the
decimal figures appear without any periodi-
city at all. Thus it is not possible to
establish a one to one correspondence between
the points on a line and the integer members’
which means that the infinity of points on a
line is larger or stronger than the infinity
of all intergers or fractional numbers,

The choice of an 1” line above does in no
way limit the generality of the result. For it
can be shown that there is the same number
of pointsina 1 inch or 1 foot or 1 mile
long line. To prove this consider the figure
which compares the number of points on the



two lines AB and AC. Though each point
on the line AB, draw a line parallel to BC

C

and pair the points as D_,D’., E,E’, F.,F, etc.
Each point on AB has a corresponding point
on AC and vice versa; thus according to
our rule the two infinities of points are equal.

A more striking result of the analysis of
infinity consists in the statement that the
number of all points on a plane is equal to
the pumber of all points on a line. (This
can be proved in a manner similar to the
above ). This idea can be extended to prove
that the infinity of all points within a cube is
the same as the infinity of points within a
square or on a line.

According te George Cantor, the creator
of the ““arithmetics of infinity”, infinite
numbers are denoted by the Hebrew letter X

(aleph ) with a number of -small size in the
lower right corner to indicate the order of the
infinity. The sequence of numbers (includ-
ing the infinite ones ) now will be

6,2,3,. . ...... X, X, X5.0i... and we say
that there are X, points on a time or there
are X, different curves just as there are 52
cards in a pack of playing cards.

In conclusion we can point out that infinite
numbers very quickly outrun any thinkable
collection to which they can possibly be
applied. We know that X represents the °
number of all integers; X; represents the
number of all geometrical points and X, the
number of all curves but so far none has
been able to conceive any definite infinite
collection of objects that could be described
by X,. It appears as if the first three
infinite numbers are enough to count any-
thing we can think of and we find ourselves
here in exactly the same position of the
Hottentot who had many children but could
not count beyond three. What a pitiable
state of affairs is this and how limited is
human knowledge but how great human
vanity !
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LIFE

Sri S. Rozario, M. A.

AN is so preoccupied with life in

general that he hardly stops to ask
¢ what is life as such’? Life indeed, forms
the subject matter of History, Science,
Philosophy, Literature and Arts. But each
treats of it from its own particular point of
view.

History examines man in relation to world
forces that act upon him; it studies human
destiny as revealed by the historical process;
and it attempts to account for such process.
History is a significant progression or move-
ment capable of realisation and its theme
is the destiny of man’s life on earth; the
destiny of the human race as a whole, of
each particular people and community in it,
and of each individual. Literature looks at
life in general and from as varied points of
view as life itself. Art tries to discover and
produce the beantiful science studies’ facts
and tries to discover laws and principles
underlying the various phenomena in the
universe and tries to systematise them.
Philosophy (to be more specific metaphysics),
on the other hand goes to the root of
the matter and studies the conditions of
being as being i. e. analyses the constitutive
principles of being as such.

While science is satisfied with the discovery
of immediate cause (though real) philosophy
goes further and discovers the ultimate cause
of things. Philosophy begins where science
ends. When we take up the study of life
as such and analyse the fundamental nature
of life as life, we at once enter the field
of philosophy. It would indeed be both
interesting for us and profitable to science,

History, Literature and other Arts to study
life as such.

In what then does this life as such consist ?
Life may be defined as self-movement or
jmmanent (indewelling) movement as distin-
guished from ‘transiterius motus’ or
mechanical movement. Thus ¢ Life’ implies
a vital principle by which the live being
is able to move itself.

Now beings may be broadly divided into
animal and inanimate according as’ they
possess this vital principle of self-movement
or not. Such inanimate objects as stone,
wood or atom of any material substance for
that matter do not possess this vital principle
of immanent movement (motus immaners)
and can be moved only by external force
when you get (motus transitorius) what is
called mechanical movement.

There is some thing in man’s body as in
the body of an animal or a tree which distin-
guishes it from inanimaie matter. The powers
of growth from some inner principle and of
reproduction are sufficient to distinguish
matter which has this life—principle from
matter which has not. The reality of the
life—principle is shown not only by its pre-
sence while it is present, but by its absence
when it departs. For the material being
which bhas lost its life—principle is not in
exactly the state of those other kinds of
matter which have never been alive; it
corrupts. When man dies the different sub-
stances no more collaborate but act inde-
pendently as such. Why are the cells of an
apimal working towards the same end?
There must be something else or some other
principle that directs these things so that they
might collaborate. In mineral you have
mere multiplication of the same atom. In
plants you do not have mere multiplication



but a number of differentiations as many
differentiations as the different organs. And
there is in it the vital principle which is also
its principle of unity, activity etc. ( which is
also otherwise known as Essence or Form or
Nature or Substance as distinguished from
accidents like colour, shape, size, etc.) Thus
sensitive life and vegetative life require their
principles of life.

If we further examine the operations
of man we find that he is not only capable
of vegetative and sensient operations (which
are material) but is aware of his power to
produce effects which have nothing whatso-
ever in common with matter. Man can
think. A thought is not reducible to
anything that we can feel justified in calling
material. If we list every known property
of matter we shall find that a thought has
none of them. It does not occupy space,
it has no shape or size or weight, it is not
perceptible by any of the fine senses. It
cannot be made into something else. Faced
with his power to produce something which
has not one single element in common with
the matter of his body, man has normally
adopted the obvious solution—that this utterly
immaterial thing must be produced by some
element in bimself distinct from his body.
In other words, man produces twa sets of
operations which has nothing in common;
therefore man must consist of two distintt
principles. There is the material body which
produces material operations ; there is the
spiritual part of him which produces the
non-material operations. Yet man is not two
beings but one being. We have therefore to
conclude that man has a material constituent,
that he has a life-principle which make his
body to be a living body, and that this life-
principle is spiritual and therefore capable of

producing those spiritual effects. The soul
(the vital principle in man) does not
directly produce the sensitive and vegitative
operations but simply animates the (sensi-
tive) sense organs of the human body.
Human nature, thus consists of material
body which operates through its five physical
senses (of sight, hearing, touch, taste and
smell) and a spiritual soul ( Whose faculties
are intellect and will ).

The possession of a spiritual soul is the one
thing that makes a fundamental difference
between man and the lower animals. And if
one thing is more certain than another, it is
that unless we can see a fundamental diff-
erence between men and the animals, there
will be no fundamental difference in our
treatment of men and animals.

There are different activities and so diff-
erent natures. A being differs from another
being according to its nature. Nature may
be defined as the principle of activity ( radix
activitatis ) or substance which is ordained to
some end or finality. There is substantial
difference between inferior and superior
beings. Each being has a special end and
also a2 common end (namely the inferior
beings being meant for the superior beings )
and they must be unified. It is necessary
to have faculties in the same level as the
operation to be produced. The term ‘ Life’
is thus an anological term (indicating diff-
erent kinds of vital principles according to
different npatures) and not an univocal or
equivocal term. The vital principles of
plant, animal and man are vegitative, sentient
and spiritual principles respectively. The
end of a being is always in the same level as
its nature.

WaAT a comforting thought it is to think of death, whenever it comes, as a wise plan
in the cconomy of nature? If we could realize this law of our being and be prepared for death as
a welcome friend and deliverer, we should cease to engage in the frantic struggle for life. We
shall cease to want to live at the cost of other lives and in contempt of all considerations of

humanity.

—M. K. GANDH!?



Educational activities of H. H. Rajah Serfoji

Chattrapathy of Tanjore

Srimanth Rajasri Rajaram Rajah Sahib Chattrapathy,

Senior Prince, Tanjore

TAN]ORE District is called the Eden of
South India. It well deserves that
name. Its fertility is unbounded It is the
great centre of Hindu Art and Culture.
Great rivers flow through it, great cities
adorn it. Its temples are amongst the most
sacred and architecturally the most superb in
India and the whole District teems with
historic sites such as Sangeetha Mahal in
which is located the only College in the city
pamed after the great ruler Rajah Serfoji.
Tanjore was the seat of the Chola, the Nayak
and the Maharatta dynasties, magic names in
the annals of South India. Raja Raja Chola,
Rajendra Chola, Reghunatha Nayak, Rajah
Shahaji and Rajah Serfoji are some of the
names of the rulers to conjure with for
they have handed down their names to
posterity.

Rajah Serfoji II of the Maharatta dynasty
ascended the throne in the year 1789 A. D.
and ruled until 1831 A. D. Hindu rulers were
invariably supporters of Education and were
often unusually attached to men of learning
and genius who resided in their courts. A
poet, a logician or a bard meets, from a Hindu
Ruler with that reception which, in Western
Countries, would be accorded to Ministers and
pleni-potentiaries. In like manner, Serfoji
surrounded himself with learned scholars and
poets hailing from different parts of India
and gathered in Tanjore, a galaxy of accom-
plished and talented men who greatly contri-
buted to the cultural and educational
upliftment of the people.

When we study the period of Serfoji we
should bear in mind that he lived in a period
far removed from the modern days when

education was at its low ebb. The facilities
of printed books and easy communication
were practically nil then. English schools
and other educational institutions aided by
the Government were rare. The very few
schools which existed were entirely in the
hands of Missionaries of different countries
and nationalities. The educational system of
the East India Company was not properly
developed. Needless to say that there were
no Colleges in India then.

The general education imparted in those
few institutions were the reading and writting
of the local languages. In some schools
English was also taught to the Hindu boys.
Only Christian students studied English and
local languages in the Mission schools where
no Hindu dared to enter. Such a situation
was greatly altered by Rajah Serfoji in
Tanjore by bringing together all the boys
irrespective of caste and creed in one school
and there they were taught all subjects with-
out any reservation.

The system of University education was
not in vogue then. In fact the University of
Madras was founded only in the year 1857
A. D. twenty six years after Serfoji’s death.
In such a state of affairs Rajah Serfoji started
on his project of providing free education in
all branches of learning and in all the known
languages of the locality to all his subjects.
And within the jurisdiction of his lLimited
boldings, he strove hard single-handed and
with sincerity of purpose to confer on his
people the maximum benefit of fice educa-

tion and in this he achieved considerable
sSuccess.



Serfoji had his “early education under
Rev. Swartz and Rev. Gerrike which went a
long way to shape his character, He became
a linguist in course of tume and mastered
Sinskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, English,
French, German and Latin besides his
mother-tongue Marathi. He wished to
combine what was best in Indian and foreign
cultures. He was a great composer and a
musician, and had leftr several musical com-
positions in Indian languages as well as in
English. It is remarkable that at that period
when no Hindu dared to cross the ocean for
fear of being ex-communicated, Rajah Serfoji
agreed to send his only son Rajah Shivaji to
receive higher education in England, but
Shivaji’s mother refused to be separated from
her only son and hence the Rajab’s desire
remained unfulfiifed.

From numerous records we see that
Serfoji’s schools admitted girls also.  Names
of several girls studying in various schools
with their age and caste are found in the
accounts of the schools. The encouragement
given by him to women education was res-
ponsible in later years for the steady progress
of women education in the district of Tanjore.
The Divisional Inspector Mr. Bradshaw in
his report for the years 1851—1852 says,
¢ Tanjore stands first of all the districts in
the Fourth Division in the State, the number
of girls reading in Tanjore exceeds that in all
the schools in the three other districts put
together . Serfoji subsidised a school for
girls run by the Missionaries at Karunthattan-
gudi. He attached < Partasalas® or schools
to most of the Chattrams he had under his
contro! which not only catered to the physical
needs of the pilgrims but also imparted free
education to the village children.

In his capital at Tanjore he started, in
addition to schools giving lessons in Indian
languages, special schools for specialised
subjects likke Vedanta, Nyaya, Jyotisha and
Nava-vidya, Vedanta schools admitted
Brahmin, Kshatinnya and even Vysia boys
and they were taught four Vedas, six
shastras, besides grammar, tharkashastra and

Mimamsa. Jyotisha Shastra Sala specialised
in Ganitham (mathematics), astrology, astro-
nomy aad astrophysics, while Nyaya Shastra
Sala taught Neethi Shastra (codes of conduct).
Rajya vyavahara (state crafi), laws of Civil
and Criminal justice, and Rules of Hindu
code (Dharma Shastra). In Agama Shastra
Salas, which were attached to every big
temple of Hoary tradition, pupils were taught
subjects like Agamashastra, Vaikhanasa,
Pancharathra etc., and equipped the pupils
with konowledge for the proper conduct of
religious ceremonies in the Temples. Distin-
guished Pandits were appointed as heads of
the respective branches of study.

Similarly, separate schools for teaching
English, Tamil, Telugu, Marathi, Persian and
Arabic were also started at different centres.
The teachers were given gifts of lands and
cash salary from the private treasury of the
Rajah. A Pandit in oriental languages for
instance was paid 10 chakrams and 10 kalams
of paddy per month besides assurances of
further help and presents for every kind of
celebrations in his house. Similarly, when
a boy completed his course of study and
returned home he was given new clothes and
expenses for the journey.

The accounts and lists maintained in modi
script and the personal correspondence
registers of the Rajah reveal that children
of all castes were admitted in all his schools
free. Muslim boys were also enrolled.
Names of various schools their respective
strength, the names and castes of the pupils
and the teachers, their scale of pay, duration
of the course prescribed for each branch of
study, and other details of the curriculam
are found meticulously recorded in the modi
manuscripts.

The schools situated in Needamangalam,
Tiruvarur, Muktambalpuram and other
villages where the Rajah had Chattrams were
placed under the control of Superintendents
called ¢ Madyasthas >, Other inferior
officers ike Dimmatis were in direct control
of the Schools and the hostels. Large



grants of lands were given by Serfoji for
their maintenance. His munificience even
extended beyond his domains; for‘ he
liberally helped several European st§1ons.
The S. P. G. Mission reccived the maximum
help from him in cash grant and land.
A number of buildings constructed by the
Rajah at his cost were gifted away to such
Mission schools in Tanjore, Tranquebar and
Needamangalam firkas. When in the year
1808 A. D. Tranquebar was conquered by
the English from the Danish people, the
Danish Mission school was in distress and
Serfoji extended his helping hand by gifting
away the entire village of Ayyapadi for its
maintenance. Several school buildings like
“ Master Ram’s Mahadi > in North Main
Street, Tanjore owe their origin to the
munificience of this noble king.

He had made it a rule to provide every
school attached to a Chattram with a hostel.
The pupils were not only fed sumptuously
but well clothed and cared for. They were
given good food thrice a day, and the food
consisted of two curries, Sambhar, Rasam,
Buttermilk, ghee and a fried item. To all
non-vegetarian boys meat-diet was given
once a week in addition to their oil baths
" twice a week and appetising drugs to sharpen
their appetite. ~The boys were properly
dressed and supplied with blankets and
warm-clothes during cold weather.

To every hostel and school campus an
excellent gymnasium was built.  Exercises in
Indian games and methods of physical culture
like Wrestling, Dandals, Baskees, Karla (club)
Whirling, Fencing (patta), Cilumbum (play
with sticks) and Malkhamb were taught. An
expert Wrestler called * Vastad belonging to
the “ Malluga Jetty > caste was put in charge
of the gymnasium and he was given grant of
land and also a small cash salary.

It is also on record that several distin-
guished Europeans like the Governor of
Madras, Captain Chalminer, Commander
Hessie, Captain John Fife, John Blackburn,
Archdeacon Robinson, Mr. Kolhoff, Lord

Velantia, Bishop Heber _and . ott.xers_ have
visited some of the cducatxonal.ms?ltufxons of
Serfoji and they call suc.h 1n§t1tutxons as
« Rajah’s several Colleges t’ in their feferences.
They have recorded unsn-ntcd praise for the
Rajah’s magnanimity, farsightedness, singular
devotion to the welfare of his people and his
scholarly attainments.

For the use of little children Serfoji caused
English books like Aesop’s Fables to be trans-
lated into simple Indian languages. He had
also made geography easy for them by writing
out a Geographical opera called * Devendra
Kuravanji”.  One of his leading court poets
Kottayur Sivakolundu Desigar was sent to
Madras on the special request of the
Governor of Madras where he was appointed
as Professor of Tamil in the first College to
be started there. Such was the profound
influence that Rajah Serfoji exercised over the
literary activities of his period.

To further the cause of education, he
started the first press in Tanjore called ““Nava-
vidya Kalasala Varnayantra” for producing
copies of all the great works in Indian
languages for wider use and circulation among
the public. In fact, this was the first press
in India meant for printing oriental languages.
It is only thirty years after he had started
this * Varnayantra > press, that similar enter-
prises were undertaken at Bombay to print
works in Sanskrits, Marathi etc. The types
used were stone types and even today we
sec with pride some excellent copies printed
in his press, preserved in his great Library of
Saraswathi Mahal at Tanjore.

Thus it can be seen that a zest for the
spread of education and a firm belief in the
greatness of the Hindu Culture grew fertile
in the heart of Serfoji and has produced
permanent fruits. The early impressions
he had received by the impact of the Western
with his native eastern methods have led
him to the formation of a synthetic culture
in himself, with the help of which he had
left to posterity, results of permanent value
and universal benefit.




Social Evils = A study of their cause and cure»

Sri A. Balasubramaniam, M, A.,
Lecturer in Logic

ODAY in almost all countries whether
civilized or not there is a good deal of
misery and suffering. Among the many
causes for these social evils, poverty is the
single immediate cause in making life
miserable. A good State is one which
provides good life to its citizens. To quote
Bosanquet, State is a hindrance of hind-
rances. Every modern State realising this
responsibility devotes serious attention to
eradicate these evils. The main idea behind
our forming of the Socialistic pattern of
society is to remove suffering and misery and
thereby to make life pleasant to all, But

it is impossible for the State alone to provide .

good life unless the citizens join hands with
the State. The Government of India has
realised this fact and has said that unless
there is more and more voluntary social
organisations it is impossible to form the
Welfare State, Therefore it is the duty of
every right-minded citizen who has the
welfare of his country in his heart to see
that these social evils are removed.

POVERTY—ITS CAUSES
AND REMEDIES

The majority of people in our countr.y
are either already in distress or sinking into
want. Every individual tends to a degree of
poverty which is a menace to the social
progress of the country. Inadequate natural
resources, disease, unwise philanthropy, and
imperfect education are some of the potent
causes of poverty.

Inadequate natural resources such as lack
of water and poor soil are good instances of
bad physical or natural conditions. OQOur
country is essentially an agricultural country
and yields in certain parts most abundant
harvests at every successive crop. Its climate
is most varied and ranges from the bitterest

cold in the mountaneous regions to the most
intense heat in the sandy and waterless
plains of Rajputana, On the whole it is
salubrious. Yet we sce around us people in
distress. Therefore as far as our country is
concerned physical factor cannot be the only
cause of poverty.

Sickness is another great, single and
immediate cause of poverty. Divine says
75° of all poverty is due to disease. A pros-
pering family falls into ruins if the head
of the family becomes sickly. Drinks, often
cause nervous break-down. Liquor destroys

- the individuals’ mental, moral and physical

capacity. The critical faculty which is given
only to human beings is disturbed by
intoxicating drinks.  Sexual appetite is no
less conducive to poverty than the love of
drinks. The offsprings of the drunkards
are often feeble minded and weak. Men as
distinguished from animals possess the art of
resuming and they lose this critical faculty
when they are under the influence of drugs.
Insanitary condition is also one of the causes
of poverty. In slums and cheries there is a
good deal of filth and insanitation which
spread diseases and thus reduce people to
poverty-sticken state. By improving the
sanitary condition and by proper vaccination,
diseases can be averted. The services of the
rich and philanthropic men are urgently
required in this sphere. With their money
they can open hospitals, maternity homes,
refuge homes, poor houses for the aged, the
inform and the sickly, and work houses for
the able bodied unemployed. A clean India
means a robust India where people will live
healthy, upright, honest and decent lives.

One of the great causes of pauperism is
unwise philanthrophy, for it induces people
who are poor to become dependent. Helping
a family without knowing their real status



may determine a career of pauperism for
them. Giving a beggar a coin will probably
confirm him in dependency and he may
wrongly think that a living can be more casily
obtained by begging than by labour. In
other words only scientific charity will help
people and relieve them from distress.

Lastly inadequate and misdirected edu-
cation is one of the powerful causes of
poverty. India is looked upon as the mother
of all arts and sciences, all laws and customs,
all philosophy and religion, and has attracted
since the most remote times a number of
students from distant lands to come and sit
at her feet for acquisition of knowledge.
Even the ablest European philologist Prof.
Max Muller in his book “ India—what can it
teach us ’ has made the following observations.
“If I were asked under what sky the human
mind has most fully developed some of the
choicest gifts, has mostly pondered on the
greatest problems of life and has found
solutions, of some of them, I must point out
to India”. Such was our ancient culture,
Today of the millions only a few are able to
read and write. This change is mainly due
to the fact that we had no security till 1947
when we were ruled by the foreigners.
As Sir S. Radhakrishnan says, thinking minds
can blossom, arts and science can flourish
only when we have got a well-settled society
with security. The blood of our ancestors
who with care and efficiency found solutions
to some of the intricate questions, flow in the
veins of each and every one of us. Therefore
it will not take much time and energy to
drive away illiteracy from India. Educated
young men who have money and leisure can
do much to remove illiteracy from villages.
Number of schools for children can be opened
to teach them atleast the three R’s. All
education, among other things, should aim to
train the individual for self-support. Even
the collegiate education requires many vital
changes. First of all it is purely secular in
character. This is due to the fact that it is
of the British origin. The Education Com-

mission of 1948-49 with Dr. S. Radhakrishnan
as its Chairman, has clearly pointed out that
religion is not taught even as an c.xtra-curri-
cular subject. All educational institutions
must start work with a few minutes of silent
meditation. As Hamilton says ¢ In the world
there is nothing great but man, and in man
there is nothing great but mind”. The
thinking mind blossoms and exhibits its
powers of creating art and science, morality
and religion only when it is allowed to think
without interruption. Since there is nothing
so valuable to man as the development of his
mind, silent meditation for at least a few
minutes must be compulsory in all the
educational institutions. In the first year
Degree course the lives of the great Men
like Gautama Buddha, Confucius, Zoroaster,
Socrates, Jesus, Sankara, Ramanuja, Madhva,
Mohamed, Kabir, Nanak, and Gandhi must
be taught. Because our State has been
declared to be secular, many people wrongly
imagine that it has nothing to do with religion.
But the case is otherwise. To be secular is
not to be religiously illiterate.  What is
meant by saying that the state is secular is
that it does not discriminate betweea religion
and religion. Everybody can have his own
choice of religion and the State shall not
discriminate any citizen on the ground of his
religion.

. As already pointed out it is not possible for
the Government alone to promote economic
prosperity. Itis the duty of every right-
minded citizen to work for the uplift of the
back-ward classes whose economic condition
is miserable. In other words social service
in India is the greatest need of the hour. Its
main object must be to raise the manhood of
man, to make him truthful, honest, dutiful,
refined and gentle in fact to elevate him from
bad to good, from good to better till he
becomes a perfect man. Itis not that only
statesmen and social reformers who can make
India great; even the humblest individual
imbibed with a sense of love for his fellow-
beings can do much in this field.




The Message of Gautama Buddha

to the Modern World

Sri K. Subramaniam, 8. A.
Librarian

IN May this year, the World will be celebrat-

ing the 2500th Anniversary of Gautama
Buddha and this has revived an awakening
interest in Him and His teachings. Buddhism
as we all know, is the only Indian Religion
which has spread beyond the borders of
India, although it bas died out in its Mother
country. Today it remains one of the greatest
religions of the world, nearly one third of the
world population following it. Once it
flourished in India too, but due to persecu~

tions and harassment it became extinct in

India. However, nowadays people are evin-
cing a great interest in ¢ Buddha Dharma’
as they *find it inthe closest harmony with
the modern thought ’.

We are living at a critical time in the
history of Mankind, as the world has become
materialistic and sceptical, and has lost its
faith in Religion and God. The inquisitive
man is questioning many doctrines of the
Religions of the world and finds that
Religion does not keep pace with the newly
developed outlook. As Marx put it, religion
has become a spiritual dope to drown the
image of man and an obstacle for the growth
of classless society. But in spite of these
lapses of Religion, Man in his experience
finds an intellectual and spiritual vacuum, if
he does not follow some Religion or other.
Then how can this spiritual need be fulfilled
without committing an intellectual suicide ?
The answer is that Buddhism offers something
new and revolutionary which other religions
lack. For, the teachings of Buddha are not
' dogmatic and opposed to the rational faculty
of man. His teachings are as appealing to
the intellect as they are to the soul.

The basic doctrine of Buddhism i3 that
existence in this world is full of misery and
sufferings. According to Buddha, the only
way of putting an end to this misery is to
silence our desires and cravings (trsna) by
inner discipline. He said birth and death
are painful and man’s ultimate goal must
be the release from this cycle of birth and
death and the attainment of Nirvana or
Nibbanna; i. e. the State of immortality
after death. This he said can be achieved
by following his Noble Eightfold Path and
by leading a moral and righteous life. His
Noble Eightfold path ignored the practising of
self-mortification and severe austerities and
avoided scholastic and abstract terms like
Atman and Brahman. It was opposed to
all animal sacrifices, expensive rituals and
the authority of the vedas.

Buddhism does not demand blind faith
from its followers. The Lord advised the
seekers of truth to use their reasoning
faculty and to think deeply rather than to
accept merely on the authority of others.
He says “Do not accept anything on
hearsay. Do not accept anything because
it accords with your pre-conceived notions
and your scriptures . He also stressed the
importance of self-reliance above all. He
wanted everybody to exercise his own free
will and work out his destiny. He preaches,
 Be unto yourself a refuge, seek no external
refuge ’.

Sometimes allegations are levelled against
the Buddhists that they "are blind idol
worshippers as they go to the temples and



worship the Buddhas and the Bottisatvas
and offer them sweet flowers. In fact the
Buddhists do not worship the images of
Buddha and the sacred felics, expecting any
wordly favour but go to the temple to gain
inspiration from the claim and serene persona-
lity of the ¢ Compassionate onc’.  They
offer fowers not to please the Lord, but to
mediate on the transient nature of the
fading flowers.” For centuries, the East has
found comfort and inspiration from < Thatha-
gatha,”” whose face radiates gentleness,
compassion and tranquility. No wonder,
Sir Ian Hamilton advised Sir Winston
Churchill to look to the image of Buddha,
whenever he felt worried.  Such is the
tremendous inflaence of the Lord.”

He also preached to the world the gospel of
peace, Non-violence, love, compassion and
talerence. His religion is free from the stains
of blood. It was Buddhism which converted
Asoka the Blood thirsty into Asoka the Great.
No crime has been so far committed in His
name but Buddhism has civilised the whole
of Asia.

It may be observed that Ahimsa or Non-
violence is a special feature of Buddhism,
although it is not the originator. If the world
follows the message of Buddha in the inter-
national sphere there is bound to be harmony
and understanding among the nations and
the fears and apprehensions that darken their
relations will cease to exist. But it is
unfortunate, that the modern nations are split
into different blocks and their approaches to
the world problems are becoming very
individualistic and self-centered. R

Buddhism is the most democratic of all
religions. Buddha admitted into his Sanga

the High and the low-kings, Brahmjns,
AWarriors, Fishermen,- Batbers, Robbers ang
even Fallen women. He condemned the
caste system as social snobbery. So, to the
common man it was a gospel. Dressed in
saffron robes and carrying nothing but a
wooden bowl the ¢ Enlightened one® went to
every door and preached his sermon in the
language of the people. Even women got
admittance into his Sanga, and he gave them
absolute equality with men. He was the
first social reformer who emancipated women
and gave them the opportunity to serve the
society in spite of the opposition.

Above all Buddha advocated the spirit of
tolerence. 'He advised his followers to be
dispassionate and understand the point of
view of others even if they spedk ill of them.
He said “Do not speak anything harsh,
Those who are spoken to will answer you in
the same way. Since angry talk is painful,
retaliation will touch you.” He also taught his
followers to renounce their pride, egoism and
love of self as they are root causes of the
world’s ills and unhappiness. In the following
verse the great Teacher says how the Love of
self should be given up. < As the flowing
rivers that tends towards the ocean, on reach-
ing ocean disappear their nature and form, so
also self-loses its Individuality ».

"Even today ‘the doctrinés of ¢ Buddha
Dharma’ retain fotce and stand pure and
unaffected in spite of ages. Although all
religions preach pon-violence, love and truth,
only in Buddhism one can find the fulfilment.
After many years of neglect and indifference,
a new chapter has opened for Buddhism as
we are cclebrating the Mahaparinirvana day
of Buddha in May this year and it is hoped
the world would listen to him.

WE run headlong after all sorts of mi
sery, and
Bvery day we run after pleasure, and before we reac,h it,

through our fingers.
fools that we are,

are willing to be freed from them.
we find it is gone, it has slipped

Sill we do not cease from our mad pursuit, but on and on we go, blinded

—VIVEKANANDA



The Health and Related conditions of the
Students of the Rajah Serfoji College, Tanjore

Sri R. Vittoba, M.A,, Dip. in Phy, Ed.
Director of Physical Education

THE Madras University has prescribed that

all students of the Colleges affiliated to
the University should undergo medical
inspection every year. The students and the
medical examiner are required to complete
an exhaustive schedule. Dr. N. R. Subramani-
yam, M. B., B. S., Hony. Physician, Govern-
ment Hospital, Tanjore conducted the medical
examination of the students studying in this
college this year. Since ours is a new college
with only Junior Intermediate Students, we
had to examine them alone, taking into
consideration their previous Medical Exami-
nation when they were in the S. S. L. C.
class. For instance, a student aged 16 in the
Junior class who is reckoned once in age
group 1§ years, come under observation in
the Junior class in age group 16 years. Here,
their socio-economic conditions, general
health conditions, prevalence of diseases and
evaluation of the trend of growth are pre-
sented in this article. Out of 120 students
969, are from Tapjore Town and its
surroundings.

The University schedule consists of two
parts in one of which the students are
required to furnish information regarding
their age, caste, community, family, financial
status etc., while in the other is laid down a
procedure for systematic examination of
height, weight, chest and clinical conditions
of the body.

OCCUPATION OF THE PARENTS

Occupation of the parents is divided into
six categories and the number in each is
noted in Table I.

TABLE 1
Nature of No. under  Percentage
occupation of each to the
Parents category total
Officials 60 50
Professionals 12 10
Traders 10 8.3
Agricolturists 30 25
Artisans 6 5
Unskilled work-

men 2 1.7
Total 120 100

The majority of the students belong to the
class of officials as the bulk of the students
come from the Tanjore town itself. The next
largest group belongs to the Agricultural class.

ECONOMIC POSITIONS

The division of students according to
income groups is based on my own presump-
tion. The different categories of groupings,
undermentioned here may be at varient with
the State Governments directive. Table 2
shows the number and percentage of students
belonging to the various income groups.

TABLE 2

. No. of students  Percentage
Economic Category Income group in each group to the total
Enough for pleasures and charities Rs. 5000/- and above I .83
Enough for ordinary comforts Rs. 2501 to 5000 11 9.17
Enough for necessities Rs. 751 to 2500 56 46.67
Enough. for subsistence carrying
on with difficulty Under Rs. 750 52 43.33
Total 120 100.0



It is thus clear from Tables 1 and 2 that
the official class snd the economic group
with income ranging from Rs, 751 to
Rs. 2500 from the mode under each table,
the corresponding percentage being 50 and
46.67 respectively,

HABITS

The students are engaged in the college
for nearly five hours a day and devote about
five hours for study, two hours for games
and pastime about 8 hours to sleep and the
remaining four hours are usually spent in
attending to ablutions, etc. Data from
two students under cach age-group chosen
at random were collected to get some idea
of their way of living. This scrutiny shows
that §2°%, of the students take some
form of exercise everyday, 15% take
milk in varying quantities regularly, 4.7%
wear glasses, 29, chew betal leaf occasionally,
and smoking 19,.

Majority of the students take two meals
a day with a breakfast consisting of one of
the South Indian dishes. The stable
article of diet is rice almost milled while
non-vegetarians partake of fish or meat
occasionally. The daily quantity usually
consists of rice, wheat, dhal, milk, curds,
vegetables, fruits and fats-ghee but wheat
and fruits do not come into the diet every
day. They are at breakfast or lunch
occasionally.

It might be concluded from the statemen
of the students recorded orally that their daily
diet approximately supplies about 2300
calories. It is definitely below the basic
requirement of 2600 calories. It does not
also satisfy the extra demands of growing
age when the caloric needs are more than
ordinary. It is mainly because, only a
handful of students include sufficient quantity
of milk and fruits in their daily diet
regularly. Same is the case of wheat. Only
by supplementing this with egg, and more
milk everyday can all the protective foods
be supplied and the Physiological needs of
the body in the growing period and athletic
age can be satisfied. In view of their
strenuous life and extravagant habits, the
supply of protective food is insufficient,
The Non-vegetarian sections obtain a supply
of proteins of high biological value from
fish and meat, but their consumption is
not regular,

It is difficult to attribute this low intake
of food to poverty or undernutrition result-
ing from poverty, but rather to other causes
as ignorance and indifference. Let me make
it clear that our students are - certainly
undernourished and malnourished. The
best means to end this deplorable state is
that if provision is made for supplying cheap
and whole-some food to these students their
health would considerably improve.

CLINICAL EXAMINATION

Morbid conditions among the students are shown in Table 3
Table 3—Showing incidence of Morbid conditions.

Morbid conditions

No. of cases Percentage

Uncleanliness ( including infestations ) body
Majnutrition

Skin diseases

Dental disease

Defective vision

Defective hearing

Nose and throat diseases ( Tonsils and Adenoids )

Anaemia
Lung disease Non-tubercular
Other diseases— Filarial glands

————
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ASSESSMENT OF GROWTH

Measurements of height, weight and chest
were taken under the following conditions to

assess the growth.

1. Height was taken while standing en
bare feet on level base and recorded

in quarter inch fractions.

2. Chest measurements were taken at the
. level of the nipple in half inch fractions
during full inspiration and at the end

of full expiration.

3. Weight was recorded in pounds with-
out shoes and with minimum clothing.

Age-wise average of height, weight and
mean circumference of the chest are shown
in Table 4. The observations extend from
age 15 to 2x inclusive. The age noted is
last birth-day. Over 88 9, of the students
belong to the ages between 15 and 18 years.

Table 4 shows that the height, weight
and mean circumference of the chest increase
from age to age till the attainment of the age
of 21 years.

TABLE 4
;€49 g . &F wg S, 0 &8 od L88 -
g 282 C¢ 55 FE zg CB5; EE S5hs sk
%8 F2E »% wgS T8 ®3 wmgp TE §8s5€ =25Hu
< gNs BE T, =23 S & z3e™ =3 SEC.E g g
ey S > jaxlie) wno B Bk O o = 2% oo,
15 13 61.5 1.9 3.12 85 6.9 14. 7 28.6 1.5
»
16 39 63.5 2.1 2.78 95.3 2.3 14.75 29.2 1.1
17 34 63.8 1.3 2.62 98 4.6 13.48 29.9 0.7
18 1 64 1.0 2.17 I0I.1 4.3 13.96 30.6 0.8
19 1 65.1 1.2 2.23 104.5 3 14.92 31.5 I.X
20 6 66 0.7 2.33 IIIx 4.9 16.26 31.8 1.5
21 2 67.7 0.5 2.37 115.5 I 16.15 34.2 .4

A study of Table 4 reveals that the height
shows a sudden steep rise of nearly 2.x
inches from the age 15-16 while the increase
from the age 16-17 is 1.3”. Increase in ages
of 17to 18 isonly 1” and 1.2”7 at 18 to 19
years. Subsequently there is no appreciable

increase.

Weight shows an increase of 2.3 lb. from
age 15-16 years. This trend gradually goes
to 4.91b. in the subsequent ages till it
becomes I lb. from age 20 to 21 years. Thus
a maximum weight of 115.5 Ib. is reached by
21 years. The variation in weight in the age
group 17 to 20 is considerably more than the

variation in height.

The mean circumference of the chest also
must increase with age but here there is po

appreciable increase as the age grows. - Hence
the variation is not so steep but it is maxi-
mum in the age 14 to 15 years and then the
difference gradually falls to 0.4 at age 20
o 21. It may be remarked in this connec-
tion that the mean circumference of the chest
derived by adding half the expansion to the
measurement at full expiration.

So it is obvious that the period of growth
is from age 15 to 20. Maximum growth in
height is observed in earlier ages while greater
increase of weight is seen at later ages. It
probably means that obesity begins to appear
after the cessation of growth in height which
naturally stops at about the age of 21. Ana-
tomically also growth of long bones is almost
complete by that age and no further growth
in height can be expected.



DISCUSSION

A glance at Table 3 brings to light the
striking predominance of vitamin deficiency
resulting in malnutrition which as a partial
cause, may be attributed to stunted growth in
the majority of cases.  The total number of
morbid conditions observed due to a vitami-
nosis was 14%. Deficiency of vitamin A
was found to be more common than any
other vitamins. Next in order comes infesta-
tions of body due to uncleanliness and skin
diseases which together form nearly 9%.
Of the skin diseases special mention may
be made of tinea-vesiculur. Pyorrhea and
carries comprise about 3% in the case of
dental diseases. Redness, swelling and bleed-
ing of the gum margin were among the
clinical features noticed.  Defective vision
were observed in the case of 59 of the
students but all of them were corrected by
glasses of varying degrees. This may be
rather due to vitamin A deficiency. The
incidence of other discases were not specta-
cular and hence no elucidation.

If a contrast is made, our students are
definitely inferior to the students of other
areas. It is casy to ascribe the causes to
poverty and undernutrition resulting from
poverty.  If there is to be an increase in the
general build of the students, proper steps
should be taken. Special attention must be
paid to the carc of the body in the proper
hygienic sense.  Some of the morbid condi-
tions resulting in stunted or interrupted growth
might be overwhelmed by laying due
emphasis on the quantity and quality of diet
which may be had from a cheap, balanced and
wholesome food.  Lastly some form of stre-
nuous exercises to counteract the inactiveness
of the muscles would help to achieve all-round
physical efficiency resulting from increased
metabolism.

It must be borne in mind that perfect
health is the basis for ethnical and spiritual,
economic and intellectual growth. Therefore
an integrated approach is indispensable to
coordinate the development of hpman perso-
nality.
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MOUNT EVEREST

V. Lavakumar, 1 U.C.

MOUNT Everest, we may say, is * Kailas ”

the home of Gowri and Shankar. Shan-
kar who is known to give the greatest riches to
those who worship Him, Himself put on ashes
and slept on a tiger’s skin. Massive and tall
ice-clad peaks, where nothing grows, are His
home. The Himalayas extend over fifteen
hundred miles from East to West and a
hundred and fifty miles from North to South,
and are covered with snow all the year round.

Qur men of old attempted to reach the
greatest heights of wisdom and purity, but
found it difficult to scale Mount Everest.
The Pious went up the mountain not to
ascertain its height, but to see the glories and
greatness of God on those giddy heights.
We should also remember that they did so
without any aids. They could stand frost-bite
and do without food for days together.

However it was not this attraction of the
presence of the Great Spirit that made our
greatest  Rishis > of modern times to go to the
Himalayas. To go up the Himalayas meant
a marvellous display of physical and mental
strength, Besides giving greater health and
happiness, mountain climbing lifis one to
higher levels of thought and feeling.

With the conquest of India by the English
the Himalayas developed another Kkind of
attraction. Hill stations like Simla, Darjecling,
Mussorie and Nainital provide relief to the
white man from the unbearable heat of the
plains. Yet mere comfort does not satisfy
man. British mountaineers, who had expe-
rience in scaling the Alps in Europe were
inspired with an idea of climbing the highest

Himalayan peaks.

It is of interest to note that Mr. Bruce
lead the first expedition to conquer Mount
Everest. If Robert Bruce obtained success
in this seventh atrempt to gain the throne of
Scotland it was the eleventh expedition to
Mount Everest that was crowned with success.

Let me describe the way in which these
expeditions were organised. Upto 1924,
when the first real attempt was made, the
work was mostly to survey the surroundings
of Mount Everest and to prepare maps and
charts. As the scaling would take many
weeks, they must have camps at successive
heights. These climbers must secure the
loyal services of Sherpas, the local Nepalese
mountaineers, who help them in carrying loads
from camp to camp. They acted as guides
too. If you look at a picture of any of these
mountaineers you will have an idea of their
equipment. They must have a special type
of spiked-boots which do not slip on ice.
They carry ice-picks to cut the ice-bergs and
make pathways for themselves. They wear
light but warm wind-proof clothing to
prevent frost-bite. They have an oxygem
apparatus, now happily reduced in weight
from 32 lbs. to bare g lbs. to help them
reach great heights. Without oxygen they
would feel exhausted, for at great heights
there is not enough oxygen in the air. They
have also the latest types of tents and sleeping-
bags and special army rations.

Each climber carries his own kit, which has
in it everything he needs. It is necessary for
the party to work in a team. They ought
not to miss one another, nor fail to trust one
another. The success of such an expedition
as this where great hardships and dangers
are to be faced depends upon good leader-
ship. [Everyone of the members of the team
must have faith in himself and in his leader.

You have been already told that Mr. Bruce
was the leader of the first Everest expedition.
He was assisted by Norton, Somervell and
Mallory. Their first attempt was in 192I.
It was mainly geographical. Before they
could decide on the best way of approach to
the summit the weather drove them away
from their camp. Their regular well-planned
expedition started from Darjeeling in March



1924. Two camps were sct up at very great
heights, one at 25,000 ft. and the other at
27,000 ft. Norton and Somervell who did
not use oxygen apparatws could reach upto
28,200 ft. on 4th June of 1924. Four days
later Mallory and Irvine who used oxygen
mask could go up to a height of 28,230 ft. It
is not known if they reached the summit. A
cloud came down and covered them and
the apxious party that was watching them
could see no more of them. Their bodies
have not yet beem traced. That was the
sad end of the 1924 expedition.

Several other attempts were made from
1933 to 1938 but with little more progress.
Much time was taken by the Himalayan
explorers to find an approach from the south.
Two Swiss attempts were made in 1952
which tried the route from the South which
paved the way for the success of the last
expedition.

In early March 1953 Sir John Hunt’s
expedition started. He was the leader of the
British and Australian teams. His leader-
ship is regarded by all as the very best. He
procceded with his men to Manche Bazaar,

the home of the Sherpas, who have been the
backbone of every expedition to the Himalayas
during the last thirty years. The equipment
he secured was the best, and his organisation
was perfect. He prepared himself and his
men for chances and dangers. A chain of
eight camps was established and from the
cighth at a height of 25,800 ft. set out two
batches of climbers. Evans and another
member of the expedition, who used one type
oxygen apparatus, reached a height of 28,500
ft. On May the 28th Hillary and Tensing
started from this camp, and stepped on the
summit at 1I-30 A.M. the next day. This they
did with the aid of the best technical skill.

Everest has been climbed at last, but it is
idle to talk of it as a conquest. A single
cloud was enough to wipe out Mallory and
Irvine, and it should yet be considered that
Nature was kind and permitted the scaling of
the highest peak on the earth. We should be
greatful to Providence for giving us this
success. It teaches us the lesson that dothing
is impossible for man.  One should do one’s
job with faith and confidence and success is a
certainty.

We regret our inability to publish the photographs of other Members of
the College Committee and they are : —

Sri Balakrishna Mudaliar
»» G. Ramanuja Mudaliar
» V. P. Kayarohanam Pillai
»» Ramanatha Mudaliar
»» Ramaswamy Thevar
»» Ramamurthi Iyer
» Mohammed Saligu Maracair,
M.LA.
ss N. Ramanathan
» C. Marudavanam Pillai, M.L.C.
»» N. L. Varadarajulu Naidu
Dr. A. Apparaju

Sri T. Swaminatha Mudaliar
ss Pratapa Simha Raja Saheb
» S. Ramalingam, M.L.A.

» G. Narayanaswami Naidu,
M.L.A.

» TI.R. Varadan, M.L.A.

» V. Sambasivan

» Q. Kittappa -

»» P. 8. Natarajan

s R. Venugopal Naidu

»» P. Chokkalinga Pathar




ith pardonable pride I am presenting
the annual report of the activities of
h Serfoji College Union. Even in
st week of July 1955 the Union was
nstituted with the Principal as the Ex-
i President and Sri R. V. Varadarajulu
1e Vice-President. V. Kapali was nomi-
d as student-chairman and S. Govinda-
~ rajan as the General Secretary.

The activities of the Union were inaugu-
ated on the 22nd of July by Sri A. Rama-
atham Pillai, M.A., Principal, A. V. C.
ollege, Mayuram. And from that date to
this the union has had about 30 meerings.

" A tabular form given below gives the names
of the distinguished speakers who addressed
- the Union.

 The Union conducted an Elocution
mpetition and M. Walter and A. N.
Crishnamurthy came first and second respec-
ively in the competition.

COLLEGE UNION

Among the most outstanding meetings and
celebrations were the U. N. O. Day celebra-
tions at Yagappa Talkies on the 24th of
October and the Coilege Day celebrations
on the roth of March, 1956.

Usually in Colleges the students take very
active part in discussions and deliberations ;
but in this college, because the students
are just fresh to College life many have not
come forward to take part in the meetings.
However the students were given the
delightful opportunity of listening to out-
standing men who addressed the Union from
week to week.

Would that the Chairman of the Finance Commfssion o AR
Principal proposing a vote of thanks to Sri K. Santhanam.

The Union is the parent body to which af:e'
affiliated various clubs of the college. The
Debating Clubs, Social Service League, Cur-
rent Affairs Club, Dramatic Club, the Radio
Club, the Photographic Club, all of them were
engaged during the year in preparing the stu-
dents in various activities. Indxvxdual reportsff‘
from the various clubs are given elsewhere.



No.

Date.

22755

2~8 —55

6—8—55

11—8~5¢

15—8—s55

17—8—55

19—8—55

Nature of
meeting. Spesker.
Inaugural Sri A, Ramanatham Pillsi, M.A.,
meeting Principal, A.v.C. College, Mayuram
Ordinary Sri K. 8. Venkataraman, 1.C.8.

Extra-ordinary Mr. & Mrs. Glick

Extra-ordinary Sri T. N. Ramachandran

Extra-ordinary Sri Rajah Ram Rajah Saheb,
(Independence  Senior Prince, Tanjore
Day)

Ordinary Sri S. Lakshminarayanan, M.A.,L.T.,
Principal,
Govt. College, Kumbakonam

Extra-ordinary Resolution was passed in honour of
the Goa Martyrs

President, Subject, Remarks,

Capt. T. Murugaiyan Inaugural All the distinguished

(Ex~Officio President) people of town
were present,

The Perfect Life

»

Mr. R.V. Varadarajulu India & America Visiting professors
from Hawai University

Capt. T. Murugaiyan Tanjore, the great Conducted in Open
centre of Art Air Theatre

Flag was hoisted by
the Senior Prince and
sweets were  distri-
buted to students.

»

Student Chairman Biological
Efficiency &
Coordination—A
model for students
to emulate



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

Date.
24— 8—55
30— 8—s55
31— 8—s55
II—10—5§5
19—I0—355
24—10—55

2—11—§5
9—I11—355
16—11—355
17—I1—55

Nature of
meeting.

Ordinary

Extra-ordinary

Ordinary

»

Ordinary

Extra-ordinary
(U.N.O. Day)

Ordinary

3

Extra-ordinary

Speaker. President. Subject.
Sri K. Srinivasan, M.A., Capt. T. Murugaiyan The Bliss of Dawn
K.M.College, Adirampattinam
Sri T. M. Baskara Thondaiman 5 World of Litera-
ture
Janab Hussain Maraikayar, Sri V. Gopala Iyengar  America at a
Governor, Rotary Liternation 56th glance
District
Mr. P. A. Menon, 1.c.8,, Capt. T. Murugaiyan  Thailand »
Ambassador in Thailand
Prof. R. Savarimuthu, m.A., Student Chairman <Atom’
St. Joseph’s College, Trichy
Rt. Rev. R. M. Sundaram Bishop of Tanjore
Presided over the
Celebration
A. Balasubramaniam, Student Chairman ¢ Intelligence Test’
Lecturer,

R S.College, Tanjore

S. Rozario, M.A., 5 ¢ Culture’
Lecturer in English

M. Dharmalingam, B.sc., (Hons.) 9 Television and
Lecturer in Physics Broadcasting

Mr. H. H. C. Nérminton, Capt, T, Murugaiyan  Art of Talking

Regional representative of British
Council

Remarks.

Tamil

At Yagappa Talkies a

film show was orga-
nised and all the dis-
tinguished people
were present.



18

19

20

21

22

23

24
25
26

27

28

Date.

30—I1—5§

I15—12—-55

26— 1 —56

2—2 —56

9— 2 —56
23—2 —56

16— 2 —56
7—3—56
8§—3 —s6

10 -3 —5§6

22— 3 —56

Nature of
meeting.

Ordinary

»

(Human rights

day)
Republic Day

Inter club

Ordinary

' Ocdinary

32

33

Extra-ordinary

»

(College Day)

Ordinary

President. Subject Remarks.

Speaker,

Capt. T. Murugaiyan The Journey to
the centre of the

Earth

K. Varadarajan, M.A.

Capt. T. Murugaiyan “ Human rights” Under the auspices
of Social Service

League

Sri K. V. Srinivasan, B.A., B.L.

Flag hoisted.
Payasam was distri-
buted to the poor

Mr. L. R. Adige, p.s.r. of Tanjore "

A magic performance

Debate was held.
was organised

Judges Messrs.

Dr. N. R. Subramaniam
S. Ramachandrapathar
S. Raju

Capt. T. Murugaiyan The Responsibili-

Prof: M. M. Ghani, Divisional
ties of Students

Inspector of Schools, Madurai

Sri Mahalingam, B.A., B.L. Capt. T. Murugaiyan Yourself

Tamil Poetry Tamil

Sri N. Kanagara Iyer, M. A. »

Malaya Tamil

Sri M. K. Shanmugam, Principal, s
Thiagaraja College, Madras

Presided and
Mrs. Sundaravadivelu
gave away the Prizes
(in Open Air Theatre)

Sri Sundaravadivelu, Director of
public Instruction.

Sri K. M. Balasubramanjam, B.A.,B.L. Capt, T. Murugaiyan Five Year Plan



Our U N O Day Colebration=

IT was the 24th of October 1955. The
world was celebrating in ever so many
ways the 1oth anniversary of the constitution

of the greatestinstitution of the 20th century—
The UN.O. We, the students of the Rajah
Serfoji College,. thought it fit to celebrate the

The chief guest with the Principal.

10th anniversary on a scale and in a manner
that should take Tanjore by surprise.

After a thoughtful discussion we thought it
worth while to present a mock representation
of Atoms for Peace Conference held at
Geneva in the summer of 1955 undecr the
distinguished presidentship of our Indian
Scientist Sri Homi J. Bhabha. Our purpose
was to reveal to a prejudiced world, the ideals
and aspirations of the scientists in making
this world a better place to live in—if the
politicians of the world agree to leave them
alone.

Under the able guidence of our indefat-
igable Principal we started our work method-
ically even from the roth of October 19s5.

.. ..There cannot be peace in the world
unless there is peace in the heart.. ..

left. Rt. Rev. Mgr. R. A. Sundaram, Bishop of
Tanjore, delivering the Presidential speech on
U.N.O. Day.




The scientists of The Rajah Serfoji College
discuss ways and means of using ‘‘ Atom for peace ”’.

......a mock conference......

--What is going on the stage that keeps the audience thus spell bound?...
A section of the audience watching the mock conference with rapt attention.



We did it! :
...... The students enjoying themselves after their strenuous work’ /
connected with U. N. O. Day celebrations... (

..How was the function?...
Masters of the college discussing the success of the function.



 We equipped ourselves for the Mock Con-
ference ; a story of the Atom was prepared on
slides; five film strips on Atom and its
various peaceful uses were borrowed from
U.S.LS. :

On the 24th October 1955, even by I P. M.
the tastefully decorated Yagappa Talkies
was overflowing with our invitees ; Rt. Rev.
R. A. Sundaram, Bishop of Tanjore, under
whose distinguished presence we wanted to
celebrate the day, arrived at the impressive
theatre punctually at 2 P.M.; and with a
song of invocation the function began.
After the Principal’s welcome speech, the
Mock Conference was put on the boards.
It was a thrilling experience to listen to the
¢ Scientists’ of the Rajah Serfoji College
talking on harnessing the mighty power
released from Atom. ¢ Deserts can be
cultivated with the help of Atom ” says one;
a second holds out the promise ¢ any

incurable disease can be cured with the help
of Atom”. ¢ Do you want to have inter-
planetary travel. That is possible. Just give
me peace to perfect my method ” says a
third scientist rather romantically. The
scientists were unanimous in their promise to
make the world free from disease and poverty.

The Conference over, the Bishop of
Tanjore gave his presidential speech, in the
course of which he referred in glowing terms
to the growing reputation of the College
under the inspiring guidance of its Principal
and to the marvellous presentation of the
Mock Conference.  Blessing the infant
College, the Bishop concluded his speech.

The audience were given another treat.
The story of the Atom was narrated in Tamil
with the help of magic lanterns. A few film
strips on Atom were screened. With a vote
of thanks and ¢Jana Gana’ the happy
functions ended at 5 P. M.

The Pioneers



THE SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUE

President :
n Joint Secretaries :
Capt. T. MURUGAIYAN, M. a. N. KADIRVELU, 1u.¢C
. »1U.C.

Vice-Presidents : 11T Grour

A. BALASUBRAMANIAN, M. a.

T. S. MANI, B. Com. (Hons. ) T. A. NATARAJAN, 1u. C.

I Grouvp

7th JULY 1955

Ux'lder the auspices of the above league, Vanamahostava and Wild Life Day was
celebrated in the College on the 7th July ’s5. A meeting was held at 5§ P.M. with Capt.
T..Murugalyan, the Principal of the College in the chair. The Principal in his opening speech
pointed out how Vanamahostava, if taken seriously will promote economic prosperity. He
appealed to the gathering to take a lively interest in Vanamahostava and thus transform the
landscape.  Mr. V. Gopala Iyengar the next speaker told the gathering how trees and
rearing of trees were part and parcel of our ancient Indian Culiure. Mr. G. Venkatachalam in
his short and sweet speech reminded the gathering how the ancient Gurukulas were conducted
under the spreading shades of trees, in orchards and groves. After the speeches the gathering
adjourned to the courtyard when the Principal planted ceremoniously a pipal sapling.

7th DECEIMMBER 1955

On 7th December 1955 at 4-30 P.M. a meeting was convened when it was unanimously
decided to take active steps to give relief to the people affected by the cyclone havoc. The
members of the Social Service League went door to door and was able to collect a sum of
Rs. 340—4—6. from the Public and from the Members of the Staff of the College. A cheque
was drawn for the above amount in favour of the Treasurer, District Cyclone Relief and was
sent to him on 15th December 1955. Besides this the members of the League collected rice
and clothes and household utensils which were handed over to the Tahsildar of Tanjore on

15th December 1955.
15¢h DECEMBER 1955

Under the auspices of the above League, a symposium on ¢Human Rights® was
conducted when the following members of the staff spoke on the following subjects:

Mr. R. V. Varadarajulu Human Rights & The Individual
Mr. T. S. Mani . & Economics
Kumari K. Bragadambal » & State

Mr. A. Balasubramanian s & Society

Mr. G. Venkatachalam s & Religion

Rev. Rughe, the American representative in New Delhi whose presence was a happy
coincidence gave a talk on the importance of Human Rights.

Captain T. Murugaiyan, the Principal, in the course of his talk brought forth some
of the salient features of Human Rights.

Sri K. V. Srinivasan, the Secretary of the College Committee presided over the func—
tion. In his concluding speech the president spoke on the manifold aspects of human rights.



Nature reminds Man of her Power to destroy.
A picture of the recent Cyclone’s fury

,A'r)lothe_,r, reminder to the Puny Man:
Angpher picture of the recent cyclone




=

Man does his bit to assuage the sorrow caused by Nature :
The Social Service League of the Rajah Serfoji College, relieving
the victims of the Cyclone.
He also pointed how the Rotary International is doing a lot in joining hands with the U. .
in the preservation of human rights.
The meeting was wounded with a vote of thanks proposed by Sri A. Balasubramanian
the Vice—president of the Social Service League.
22nd DECEMBER 1955
A party consisting of Messrs. A. Balasubramanian, T. S. Mani and Kumari
K. Bragadambal along with the Secretary of the Red Cross Society Sri T. Swaminatha Mudaliar
visited some of the cyclone affected areas. = Muthupet, Kaduveli and Shenkanthi are some
of the villages where the party distributed milk—-powder and clothes.

24th DECEMBER 1955

The Social Service League in association with the Red Cross Society again made an
extensive tour to some of the villages seriously affected areas in Tiruthuraipundi and Pattukottai
Taluks.

A party consisting of Mr. T. Swaminatha Mudaliar, Secretary of the Red Cross Society,
Captain T. Murugaiyan, Principal and two members of the staff Messrs. R. V. Varadarajulu
and A. Balasubramanian with 6 Students left Tanjore by a van at 6-30 A. M. on 24—12—55.

The party saw many cyclone affected villages. Only in those villages which were
seriously hit, we distributed milk-powder and clothes. Ademyavilagam, Haringathadu, Thillai-
vilagam, Odiathurai and Murudavanam are some of the villages to receive aid from us. The
party after a successful tour of 2 days reached Tanjore at 2 P. M. and dispersed.

26th JANUARY 1956
Connection with the celebration of the Republic day ®payasam’ was distributed to
the poor from 10-30 to 1 P. M. by the members of the above League.



THE DRAMATIC CLUB

President : Capt. T. Murugaiyan, M.A.
Vice-President : Sri S. Rozario, M. A.

WITH the Principal of the College as

the Ex-Officio President and Mr.
S. Rozario, M. A., as the Vice-President, the
College Dramatic Club was constituted even
in the beginning of the year but it started its
work from the second term.

The Dramatic Club put on the boards on
the 1oth of March —Our First College Day —
four short plays :

1. gpara g5 2. Callogriupnd 3. The
Hiding Place (A modern one Act Play) and (4)
Confusion to Pompous ( Adopted from
Moliere). The last one was acted by the
members of the staff.

| *Succeeded in confusing Pompous *
Lecturers in the Drama

The stage indeed provides a very congenial
ground for liberal education and a very
powerful means of drawing out and shaping
the abundant latent histrionic talents of the
students. The public of Tanjore enjoyed
a very pleasant evening on the 1oth of
March, thanks to the high entertaining
quality of our dramas and the high level of
acting exhibited both by the students and
the members of the staff.

Qur sincere thanks are due to the
gifted and painstaking directors, Messrs.
R. Jayaraman, Lecturer in Chemistry and
G. Venkatachalam, Lecturer in Tamil for
their unstinted labours and our enthusiastic
Principal for his advice and guidance
throughout. Our sincere thanks are also due
to all the students and others who assisted
the dramatic club and thus contributed
towards the success of the performances.

The following students took part in the
different dramas : S. Govindarajan, S. Braga-
deesan, K. S. Govindarajan, M. Jagannathan,
S. Lakshminarayanan, S. Thanikachalam,
J. Srirangan, C. Saravanan, S. Chockalingam,
R. Gopalarathnam, A. Deenadayalu, P. Dorai-
rajan, T. N. Janakiraman, A Selvaraj,
S. Viswanathan, A. N. Krishnamurthy, A. M.
Krishnamurthy, A. Bhyravan, T. A. Niza-
mudeen, K.Seshachari, and M.K.Srinivasan.

The following members of the staff took
part in ‘ Confusion to Pompous’ Messrs.
R.Jayaraman, A.Balasubramanian, T.S.Mani,
K.Subram‘aniam, K.Gopalan, N.Appuswami
and M. Dharmalingam.

The Prize winners in the respective Dramas
deserve special mention @ por & g5’ —



First Prize — R. Gopalarathnam, Second

Prize: S. Govindarajan,  Third Prize :
S. Thanikachalam and J. Srirangan ; ° GaZa
smei@ > :— First Prize: T. N. Janakira-
man, Second Prize: P. Dorairajan, Third
Prize: A. Selvaraj.

THE CURRENT

ONE of the bright items of the extra-
curricular activities of the College
is the Current Affairs Club. There are
75 members in the club. The members of
the club have been divided into two batches.
Each batch meets once a week and discusses
the Current problems of the day and some-
times holds debates. Quiz programmes are
also being arranged. To stimulate their
interest a written Quiz competition on
Current Affairs was arranged on 4—2—1956.

I believe in the immortality of the soul.

The ocean is composed of drops of water ; each drop is an elstity an

In this ocean of life we are little drops.
hat I must share the majesty of life in the presence of

vand the many .
myself with life, with everything that lives, t
God. The sum total of this life is God.

< The Hiding Place : First Prize : A. Bhyra-
van, Second Prize: A. N. Krishnamoorthy,
Third Prize: K. Seshachari.

Everyone of the actors deserves well of the
dramatic club.

AFFAIRS CLUB

The following are the winners in the
competition.

1. S. K. Selvaganapathy FIRST

5. A. N. Krishnamurthy SECOND

3. S..Palanivelu } THIRD
K. Ayyamperumal

Needless to say that such participation
keeps the students well informed and abreast

of the times.

I would like to give you the analogy of the ocean

d yet it is part of the whole, € the one
My doctrine means that I must identify

— M. K. GANDHI



THE DEBATING SOCIETY

Annual Report for the year 1955-56

Capt. T. Murugaiyan, M.A., Principal, Ex-Officio President

Sri V. Gopala Iyengar, M.A.,

Ex-Officio Vice-President

CLoB : DIRECTOR : SPEAKER : SECRETARY :
Tagore Club Sri S. Rozario, M.A. P. Dorairajan A, Bhyravat? .
Sastri Club » V.S. Krishnamurthy, M.A. S. Vedamurthy ~ A. T. R. Jaxsxtfxraman
Thiruvalluvar Club ,, G. Venkatachalam, M.A. G. Deenadayalu  S. Pranathart.hlharan
Sivaji Club ,, T.S. Mani, B.com.(Hons.) S. Viswanathan T. A. Natarajan

HE Debating Society of the College is
constituted of four different clubs, the
Tagore, the Sastri, the Thiruvalluvar, and
Sivaji clubs, each with a strength of 30
members on its role. The deliberations of
the clubs are conducted by the students
themselves, with a Speaker and a Secretary
for each club elected from among its
members and are supervised by four mem-~
bers of the staff who are Directors of the
clubs. A regular record of the members
present and of those who participate in the
debates is kept by the Directors and the
record for the year shows a phenomenal
regularity of attendence and an almost
invariable participation of each member in
most of the meetings, facts on which even
more aged institutions may take a legitimate
pride. Our debates were conducted both
in English and in Tamil, sometimes the same
resolution being debated upon in one club
in English and in another in Tamil. It is to
be noted that our young parliamentarians
evinced far greater enthusiasm and efficiency
in their Tamil debates than in the English
ones, not only owing to the general lowering
of the standard of English everywhere, as
many might think, but also owing to the
increasing love of mother tongue, as we would
hope.

The work.of the year started with the
inaugural meeting on the 29th of July, 1955
presided over by the President and addressed
by the Vice-President of the Society.
Addressing the joint session of all the clubs,
both the Speaker and the Chairman of the

evening explained the constitution of the
clubs and the rules to be observed in their
tournament of words. Following this, the
clubs met and debated almost every week
except when some unforeseen holiday or
preparation for some bigger function, or
some pressing social work like cyclone relief,
or some boisterous athletic event under very
nose deprived us of our meetings.

During the meetings, the students dis-
cussed with great fervour on topics of varied
interests like the poet that they liked best,
the profession thar they loved most, the
inefficiency of Examination as a test of the
student’s ability, the needlessness of the
compulsory study of English in free India,
the advantages of the division of the country
into linguistic provinces, the inevitability of
war in the life-time of our generation, the
need for imparting collegiate education
through the medium of the mother tongue,
the necessity for including the compulsory
study of some handicraft in the scheme of
education and the services of the U. N. O. to
the cause of world peace. The fact that
some of the resolutions on these topics were
carried in one club and were lost in another
bears testimony to the sincerity and indepen-
dence of thought of our debators,

The high-light of the year was the
combined session held on 19-8-55 under the
Chairmanship of our Vice-President, in which
the staff and the students mingled with equal
zeal to debate on the proposition, “ The
Cinema, as it is, does more harm than



good”. The warmth of the discussion by
the lecturers and the students demonstrated
clearly that intensity of feeling is, by no
means the monopoly of youth. Not only the
resolution, as could be expected, was
defeated, but many students who believed
that they knew more about the cinemas than
their professors were disillusioned.

Representatives of our clubs partici-
pated in the English and the Tamil elocution
competitions conducted by the Rotary Club
of Pudukkottai and in the Zonal Inter-
Collegiate debates in  Tamil held in
Tiruchirapalli under the auspices of the
University of Madras. The failure to secure
a prize in these contests has not discouraged
our young aspirants, but they felt buoyed up
and cheered by the honourable mention
made of their performance in the midst of
many rivals from senior classes of senior
institutions.

On the 23rd and the 24th January, 1956, we
conducted debating competitions in Tamil
exclusively for each club and on the 2nd
February, we held an inter-club competition.
Two prizes were awarded to the best
speakers in each of the clubs. In the inter-
club competition a rolling cup was awarded
to the club scoring the highest number of
marks and individual prizes to the first two
speakers in the order of merit. Though the
prize was won only by a few, the judges gave
their generous reward of praise to all our
juvenile performers. Dr. N. R. Subra-

maniam, M. B., B. S., the cliief judge of our
inter-club  competitions  thrilled us, all
into joy and gratitude by donating the rolling
cup for the winning club; but we beg the
Doctor’s pardon for having rebelled against
his desire to remain anonymous. Our excuse
is simple. We feared that the generous
minded citizens of Tanjore might blame us
for keeping such secret away from them,
thereby depriving them of the chance of
emulating the Doctor’s example. If the
Doctor honoured the winning club, our
principal crowned the individual victor of the
inter-club competition with the additional
laurel of aspecial prize. A list of the prize
winners is given at the end of this report.

Much as it seems we have done, we wish
we had done more. Some of our unfulfilled
ambitions are, the arranging of some staff-
versus-students debates, the conducting of
some mock-trials, the organising of some
debates with other groups of ialents in the
public of Tanjore and the winning of some
inter-collegiate trophies. These unrealized
desires, we hope, will act as an urge for
progress in the coming years.

Let us complete our report of the year’s
work with our expression of gratitude to the
judges of our competitions, and to the
donors of our prizes for their kind patronage,
to the President, the Vice-President and the
Directors for their masterly and affectionate
guidance and to all our members for their
spontaneous co-operation.

LIST OF PRIZE WINNERS.

Tagore Club 1 Prize: A. N. Krishnamurthy II Prize: A. Bhyravan
Sastri Club I Prize: S. Vedamurthy IT Prize: N. Venkataraman
Thiruvalluvar Club I Prize: S. Palanivelu II Prize: R. Raghavan
Sivaji Club I Prize: A. Samiayya II Prize: T. A. Natarajan
Inter Club I Prize: A. Samiayya 1I Prize: S. Govindarajan
111 Prize: S. Vedamurthy

Capt. T. Murugaiyan’s special prize for Debating :
Dr. N. R. S. Trophy for the best Debating Club

A. Samiayya
The Tagore Club

Sri V. GOPALA IYENGAR M. a.
Vice-President.



THE RADIO CLUB

WITH a view to stimulate interest in the

minds of the students of this College
and form a part of their extra-curricular
activities the radio club was formed at the
beginning of this year. The club has the
Principal of the College as its president and
the Lecturer in charge of the Physics depart-
ment as its Vice-president. For the sake of
convenience the members of the club were
divided into several batches, each batch
consisting of four members while they were
engaged in their practical work.

First we were taught soldering and coil-
winding. Then the construction of a crystal
set, was started and every member constructed
his own set. All of them were testéd and
they all responded to Trichy.

Then we were asked to construct one valve
receivers. All of us - constructed a diode
receiver ser and then a triode receiver. In
the case of diode the response was no better
than the crystal set, but in the case of triode
the response was commendable.

Meanwhile a competition was held among

" the members of the club to encourage them

in their activities. All of us took part in it.
Everyone has constructed his own set and it
is a matter of great satisfaction to us that
all of them responded, and the response
was commendable again. V. Lavakumar
and B. P. Selvam stood first and second
respectively.

Next we are on the way to construct a
reaction receiver. The necessary materials
have been purchased and if this is constructed
this will respond to Ceylon, Trichy, Madras
and Mysore. Meanwhile 2 power unit has
been constructed. We have also included in
our programme to construct a two value
receiver set, a three valve set and a super-het
set. With the increasing support of the
members of the staff of the Physics Depart-
ment, the club has an ever-widening scope
in its activities.

K. SESHACHARI,
Secretary.
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- PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB

THE Photographic Club, one of the many

interesting extra curricular activities of
the College, has the Principal as the President
the .Lccturcr in Chemistry as the Vice:
President and S. Rajeswaran, I U.C. student
as the Secretary. The Club is conducted by
the Chemistry Department.

_ The aim of the club is to inculcate a keen
interest and a thorough knowledge in the
art of Photography. The entire require-
ments of the club are met by monthly
subscriptions from the members. All the
members are now well versed in the manipu-
lation of a camera and in developing and

Rose among roots ...
Let first the onions flourish there °Rose among roots’ the maiden fair, wine scented and
poetic soul of the capacious salad bowl.

printing the films they expose. Next year
they would learn the process of enlarging
and “toning” of prints. At the end of
the course each member would have had a
vocational training in Photography.

On 15th October 1955 the members went
on an excursion to the Grand anicut, Trichy
and Srirengam. The party was led by
Messrs. R. Jayaraman and K. Gopalan,
Lecturers in Chemistry. The excursion was
very successful in that the members could
<shoot > at will, the scenery at the Grand
anicut and the beautiful stone images in the

—Photo by S. Rajeswaran
I U.C. First prize

Temple at Srirengam. During the visit to
Trichy and Srirengam the valuable guidance
of some of the members of the Trichy
Photographic Association was available. We
have great pleasure in thanking them for their
contribution to the success of the excursion.

On 13—I12—55 an extraordinary meeting
of the club was held when Sri S. R.
Pandian B. A, L. T., Dip-in-Geog., President,
Tanjore Amateur Photographic  Society
addressed the members on € The Hobby of
Photography’. Sri V. Gopala Iyengar, M. A.,
Lecturer in Sanskrit Presided over the



: "The speakcr of
Sn Pandian gave
% ung lecture gmng‘
pracucal demonstrations in
the manipulation of various
types of cameras and the
best way of faki‘rig good
pictures of ordinary objects.
The meeting ended with a
vote of thanks by the -

Secretary.

The main activity of -tl;e
club was a competition
amongst the members, every
one of whom was supplied'
with two roll films. All the
processes from developing of
the films upto the printing
of the negatives were done

in the club dark room. We proudly record
that the snap-shots submitted for the competi-
The follow-

tion were of a fairly high order.
ing were the winners :

Autumn’s Face

—By A. Lakshmanaswami
L UG: Second Prize

First Prize .. S. Rajeswaran

Second Prize ., A. Lakshmanaswami

Third Prize .. T. A. Natarajan



- DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Report for the

GAMES COMMITTEE

President : Capt. T. Murugaiyan, M.A.,
Principal, (Ex-officio)

R. Vittoba, M.A., D.P.Edn.
Physical Director
(Ex-Officio)

Vice-President :

Staff
Representative: A. Balasubramaniam, M.A.,
Lecturer in Logic

(nominated)
CAPTAINS

A. Lakshmanasamy Hocky

S. Rajeswaran Basket Ball

S. Thanikachalam = Badminton

S. Ganesan Foot ball

K. Ayyamperumal Volley ball

T. A. Natarajan Athletics.

year 1955-56

The College teams did not participate in
the Inter collegiate Sports and Tournaments
conducted this year but had the opportunity
of playing a number of practice Matches
in various games with local teams.

The very first opportunity was given by
the Rising Star Club of Tanjore for playing
a friendly Match in Basket ball on the
15th August 1955, but the college team lost
the game after putting up a good fight.

BADMINTON

The college Badminton team played two
friendly Matches with the staff team of the
college, one on the 31st August 1955 and
the other on the 8th September 1955 but on
the two occasions, the latter scored a signaj
victory over the students. But to counter-
act the defeats the college Badminton team

* | declare the meet open’ .

. Sri V. Karthikeyan, I. A. S.



For the glory of sport

had a decisive victory over the Jamal
Mohamed College students when the latter
came here on an excursion tour on the 21st
October, 1955. Besides, the college team
played with the Jain College team, Madras
during the latter’s trip to Tanjore and came
out with flying colours.

In a keen contest, the college Badminton
team won a splendid victory over the A.V.C.,
College team in Badminton gives at
Mayuram on 5—2—56.

HOCKEY

The College Hockey Elevens had the
opportunity of playing with St. Antony’s
High School team, Tanjore but the latter
‘won the match in a spectacular display by
three-one on 28—10—55.

Again the college team suffered a severe
defeat at the hands of the OId Boys’ Associa-

tion team of Veeraragava High School,
Tanjore. Apart from there matches, the
department arranged Physical culture demon-
strations. Mr. Raj Narayanan ¢Malcomb’
specialist gave a series of demonstration in
Asanas on the 7th Oct., 1955.

Another one was arranged as a part of
Republic Day celebrations when Mr. and Mrs.
Rajan of National Physical Culture Associa-
tion of India gave a splendid performance
of free hand exercised and other strenuous
exercises with clear explanations of the
method of during and also the effectiveness
of each exercise.

INTRAMURAL TOURNAMENTS

WINNERS

BADMINTON DOUBLES

I. A. Balasubramaniyam
2. S. Jayaraman

TENNIKOIL DOUBLES

1. V. Kupali
2. A. Byravan

VOLLEY BALL

S. Palanivelu

S. Rajeswaran

D. Ernest

P. Jayaraman

K. Ayyamperumal
M. Sivashanmugam
V. Rengarajan

T DR

BASKET BALL

S. Rajeswaran

C. Saravanan

D. Ernest

T S: Ramamoorthy
K. Ayyamperumal
V. Rengarajan
Govindarajulu

V. Amirthalingadoss

Sk SR



FOOT BALL

A. M. Krishnamoorthy
S. Ganesan

V. Amirthalingadoss
D. Ernest

K. Ayyamperumal

A. Samiayya

M. Sivashanmugam

S. Govinda Rao

QOIS ONGIA - <I HED S e

HOCKEY

T. A. Natarajan

S. Jayaraman

G. Deenadayalu

A. N. Krishnamoorthy
U. Danapathy

T. N. Janakiraman

V. Kapali

A. Balasubramaniyan

PN ok W N

Our Tarzans in obstacle race

FIRST ANNUAL SPORTS

LIST OF PRIZE WINNERS

100 METRES DASH

I. M. Sivashanmugam
2. T. A. Natarajan
3. A. Lakshmanaswamy

HIGH JUMP

I. S. Rajeswaran
2. A. Balasubramaniam
3. S. Ganesan

200 METRES DASH

1. M. Sivashanmugam
2. T. A. Natarajan
3. A. Lakshmanaswamy

Arts
Science
Science

Arts
Science
Arts

Arts
Science
Science



SHOT-PUT

1. P. Jayaraman Arts
2. S. Jayaraman Science
3. D. Ernest Arts

400 METRES RACE

1. M. Sivashanmugam Arts
2. A. Lakshmanaswamy Science
3. A. Samiayya Arts

80o METRES RACE

Not caught in the net. . 1. M. Stvashanmugam Arts
2. A. Samiayya Arts
3. P. Jayaraman Arts

RUNNING BROAD JUMP
POLE-VAULT (OPEN)

1. M. Sivashanmuzam Arts
2. S. Ganesan Arts 1. P.S. Packiam Pillai,
3. A. Balasubramaniam Science B. H. School, Orathanad

They can run too—Winners of the Staff race




2. M. Chockappan,
St. Peter’s High School, Tanjore

3. R. Jagadeesan

»

THROWING THE DISCUSS

1. S. Jayaraman Science
2, P. Jayaraman Arts
3. A. Samiayya Arts

HOP-STEP AND JUMP

1. U. Danapathy
2. K. Ayyamperumal
3. A. Balasubramaniyam

1500 METRES RACE (OreN)

1. P. Mani,
St. Peter’s High School, Tanjore

2. V. Swaminathan,
Umamaheswara High School, Tanjore

3. B. Ganesan »
OBSTACLE RACE

1. A. Samiayya Arts

2. T. A. Natarajan Science

3. A, DecnaQayalan Science
FAST CYCLE RACE

1. B. Govindarajulua Science

2. A. M. Krishnamoorthy  Arts
3. K. Ayyamperumal Arts

STAFF RACE

1. Mr. G. Venkatachalam, M. A.
2. Mr. A. Balasubramaniam, B. A. (HONS.)
3 Mr. R. Jayaraman, B. SC. (HONS.)

OFFICE STAFF RACE

I. Mr. S. Raman
2. Mr. S. Krishnan
3. Mr. V. Muthukrishnan

PEONS RACE

1. Mr. R. Ananda Rao
2. Mr. L. Deenadayalu
3. Mr. E. Packiriswamy

4% 100 METRES RELAY

I. M. Sivashanmugam
N. Packiriswamy
A. Samiayya
S. Ganesan

II. T A. Natarajan
A. Lakshmanaswamy
U. Danapathy
S. Jayaraman

CHAMPIONSHIP

Championship cup for the highest
marks scored by an individual goes to
M. Sivashanmugam of the Arts Section.

The Tanjore Sports Shield for the best
Section which scores the highest number of
total points in games and sports takea together
goes to S. Rajeswaran of the Aris Section.



Report on the activities of the Staff-Club of
The Rajah Serfoji College, Tanjore for 1955-56

IN July, 1955 the members of the Staff of

the College assembled with the Principal
presiding and elected unanimously Sri. V. S.
Krishnamurthy, Lecturer in Mathematics, as
the Secretary of the Staff-Club for the year
July 1955 to June 1956 ; and the Principal as
the ex-officio President of the Club. It was
decided then that the club should start

1. For a Salary (exclusive of D. A.) Re.
2. 2 » Rs.
3. » » Rs.
4. P 2 Rs.
5. » » Rs.

In that same meeting it was decided to
have { rindoor games one set of chessmen
and cvird 491 a pack or two of playing cards.

In that meeting Messrs. Varadarajulu and
Venkatachalam were requested to prepare a
list of suitable journals, out of which, the
club could choose for subscribing for the
year.

Fipally it was decided to treat the office
clerks, the library assistant, and the store-
keepers of the Science departments as
honorary members of the club, after obtain-~
ing their consent for this.

The second meeting of the club was held
on the Independance Day (15—8—s55) at
8 a. m. after the flag hoisting ceremony.
The Secretary was authorised to subscribe for
Tit Bits. Breakfast was served to all the
members.

functioning from August, 1955 onwards.

The first meeting of the club was held on
2—8—3s at 2.p.m. with the Principal presid-
ing. In that meeting it was resolved that the
rates of subscription per month for the year
for the members should be as follows :—

1 to Rs. 99 the Subscription Re. 1
100 to Rs. 199 s Rs. 2
200 to Rs. 299 »”» Rs. 3
300 to Rs. 399 s Rs. 4
400 and above 3 Rs. 5

To bid farewell to Sri Rajaram, Clerk in
the College Office and a member of the club,
on his leaving the services of the college to
take service under the Madras Government,
the Staff-Club got up a farewell party on
25—8—55 at 1-45 p. m. Afier refreshments
Messrs. Gopala Iyengar, and Sethurama Rao
spoke in appreciative terms about Sri Rajaram
who replied suitably. The function came to

a close with the Secretary wishing bon voyage
to Sri Rajaram,

On 7—9—s5 the Principal gave a party
(a novel one in that the majority of the
dishes were fruits) to the members of the
Staff in return to the one they gave him on
his election to the Senate and Academic
Council of the Madras University. After
the party the members of the Club resolved to
give suitable presents whenever any member
of the club or a near relative (like brother

or sister or children) of any member got
married.



~ On the eve of his transfer from this
district, a party with photo and a farewell
address was given by the Staff-Club, to Sri
' C. A. Ramakrishnan, Collector of Tanjore
and ex-officio President of the College
Committee, on 16—10—55. After Photo at
.~ 5 p. m. and refreshments at 6-45 p. mia
. farewell address was read and presented by
. the Principal to the Chief Guest. The

Collector replied suitably. Besides the

members of the Staff-Club, some members of

the College Committee attended the party
and the meeting.

The president and the members of the
Staff-Club were at Home to Mrs. & Mr.
Norminton, Regional Representative, British

Council, Madras on 17—11—55 at 6 p. m,
After refreshments, Mr. Norminton explained
the activities of the British Council and the

ways in which the council could help the
college.

A fifteen course grand dinner was given
by the Staff-Club to its members at 8 P.M.
on 26—1—56 to celebrate the Republic Day.
The members dispersed at g—30 p. m.

Prof. M. M. Ghani, Divisional Inspector
of Schools, Madura, who addressed the
members of the College Union on 23—2—56,
was entertained to Tea at 5-30 p. m., after
the meeting, by the Staff-Club.

Group photo taken on the eve of transfer of Sri C. A. Ramak‘rishnan. M AL ESS
ex-officio President of the College Committee.



Posing for the Photographer after Cakes and ... ... ...
The staff at Mahamagham Exhibition

On the eve of his leaving for Vellore, on
transfer, the District Collector, Sri N.
Krishnaswami, ex-officio President of the
College Committee, paid a visit to the College
at 230 P. M. on 27—2—56. He was
received by the Principal who garlanded him
at the entrance to the College. After intro-
duction to the members of the Staff, he went
round the College, accompanied by the
Principal, and the Secretary of the College

Committee. As he was not keeping good

health no party could be arranged for him.
He rtook coffee with the Principal, the
Secretary and the Revenue Divisional Officer,
Rumbakonam who had accompanied him to
the College. He was presented with fruits—
apples and oranges. After spending a few
minutes the collector left thc College at

excursions—one to Darasuram, Swamimalai
and Tiruvalanchuzhi and another to Kumba-
konam. The former of these excursions was
on 10—9—55. The members left Tanjore at
12 noon and after visiting the temple at Dara-
suram reached Swamimalai at about 4 P.M.
The sculptural grandeur of Darasuram temple
was explained by Sri G. Venkatachalam.
Enroute they visited the temple at Tiruvalan-
chuzhi. The party returned to Tanjore at
830 p. m. The second excursion was on
4—3—56 to visit the three exhibitions running
at Kumbakonam during the Mahamagham
festival. The members left Tanjore at
8 A. M. and reached Kumbakonam at

-9-30 A. M. After taking refreshments they

first visited the Kumbesvara and Ramaswamy
temples and then the three exhibitions in
succession. The party returned, after a very
joyful day to Tanjore at 9-15 P. M. by the
4200 seconds late running Shencottah
Passenger. Both these excursions were
financed by the dividing system.

Sri V. S. Krishnamurthy, M.A.—Secretary
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Our College, Day by Day

A date 'to be remembered in the History of Tanjore,
The Rajah Serfoji College begins functioning.

A Festival day for us: The Rotarians of Tanjore give us Tea at 3 P.M.

At 5 p.M. The Governor of the State Shri Sri Prakasa formally inaugurates the
College. How proud the people are! Tanjore has a College !

All that and a holiday too !

In honour of the Governor’s visit.

The Principal addresses the students of the College.
Chalks out a programme of work. How many Clubs !

_ The College Union is inaugurated by Sri A. Ramanatham Pillai, M.a., Principal

A. V. C. College, Mayuram.

Our First weekly Test.
Many suffer from headache.

Sri K. 8. Venkataraman, 1. C. 5., talks on Perfect Life,

Vanamahotsava :
with the College.

We too celebrate it. The Principal plants a sapling to grow

We caa understand American English too........ ..
Mr. & Mrs. Glick of Hawai University talk on America.

That Tanjore is a great centre of art is made known to us—the Tanjorean—
by Sri T. N. Ramachandran, Jt. Director of Archzology, New Delhi.

Showers do not prevent us from participating in the Flag Hoisting by the Senior
Prince of Tanjore. We are rewarded for our bravery with Laddus.

Sri S. Lakshminarayanan, Principal, Govt. College, Kumbakonam, asks us to
emulate the biological efficiency and co-ordination.

We enjoy a holiday. ... ......in honour of Goa Martyrs.

Sri K. Srinivasan, Principal, K. M. College, Adirampattinam talks on ¢ The
Bliss of Dawn’

Sri T. M. Bhaskara Thondiman talks in our language on the World of
Literature.

Janab Hassan Marikar, Governor, Rotary International takes us on a trip of
America.

One of the most hateful of months begin. Any effective cure for Examination
Fever!

The first of Four days of ordeal.

What a relief. Examinations are over.

All to soon the holidays are over.

What a kind Principal. He has given us a holiday. Should we, the future
citizen of India, not have experience in Municipal Elections ?

How lucky we arc! An ambassador Sri P. A. Menon L. C. S, gives us the
opportunity of Questioning him on Thailand.

Prof. P. Savarimuthu, M.A., of St. Joseph’s College tells us all about Atom.
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Our Grand Day. We celebrate the U. N. O. Day. Has Tanjore seensuch a
function ?

We offer prayers to Goddess Saraswathi.

< Manai Muhurtham ’ at our College site.

Sri A. Balasubramaniam, our Lecturer in Logic, gives us a method by which we
can measure our intelligence.

Mr. S. Rozario, our Lecturer in English, tells us what culture is.

An intelligence test.

Mr. H. C. Norminton, Regional Representative, talks on the Art of Talking.

Sri K. Varadarajan, M.A., takes us on an adventurous trip to the centre of the
Earth.

Meanwhile on this part of the earth Rain God starts his fun.

More rains—Holiday.
More and More rains : Holiday.

Harrowing Tales come from East Tanjore. Many Hundreds of people lose
their lives during the cyclone and many more hundreds rendered miserable.

The Social Service League of the College rises to the occasion. A relief Squad
is formed and is sent to collect money and material for the afflicted.

Our collections are considerable. Oh these Examinations! Otherwise we
would have gone to the afflicted areas to rehabilitate the people there.

A symposium on Human Rights: The Secretary of the College, Sri K. V. Srini~
vasan, B. A. B. L., gives a lucid exposition of Human Rights.

An ordeal for a second record begins.

We part from our Lecturers and friends for spell of Holidays.

First working day in the New year. . ..but faces, hooks and class-rooms are six
months old.

Holiday for District Sports.

The old familiar Bell is gone. A new Temple gong in its stead.

Sri D. Mahalingam, B.A., B.L., gives his delightful experiences as a student.
Mr. M. M. Ghani, Divisional Inspector of Schools, induces us to study more
of literature.

A long wished for event comes to pass.
tion Stone for the new College Building.

Sri N. Kanakaraja Iyer talks on Tamil Poetry.

Sri C. Subramanyam lays the Founda-

Sri M. K. Shanmugham, Principal, Sir Theagaraja College gives his impressions

of Malaya.
Our Annual Sports: It is a sight watching our Lectuer run a race.

The grandest College Function of the year.
Dances and Dramas and Prizes too.

Holiday in Honour of D. P. 1.

The staff gives us Tea. Why should not they give us more of such tea parties ?
We have group photo too.

Our First Aunual College Day.
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