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M. R. Ry Rao Bahadur P. I Chinnaswami Pillai Avergal,
in the ‘Indian Patriot’ of the 5th February, 1915 :—

Mr. Subramania Mudaliar has produced the admirable
version of the same [the story of Ahalya]in beautiful verse.
His style is simple, lucid and elegant The poem reads, as
if it were written by some ancient poet of great eminence.
It is written in Venba verse * ™ * To relate a story in
Venba verse, in singularly felicitous language, as Mr.
Mudaliar has done, requires consummate knowledge of the
higher elements of poetical composition. * * * The
struggle of a virtuous woman like Ahalya with a fiend,
blinded with animal passion, like Indra, her supplications to
Indra to save her from dishonour, the depth of her affliction
in her great calamity — all these are described by Mr.
Mudaliar in passages of exquisite beauty. * * * Mr.
Subramania Mudaliar is to be congratulated on the compo-
sition of this very interesting poem, which  is well worth
reading, and I recommend it most heartily to all who are
interested in Tamil language and literature.

The ‘ Hindu " dated 27th October, 1915 :—

The poem is well-worth reading, to judge of it, both from
its manner and matter. The easy rendering of the great
story in simple verse is not an ordinary business and it

speaks volumes about the poetic talents of the classic
~ standard of Mr- Mudaliar, that he has suceceeded in producing

a poem of high cla.ss diction to be read even by the student
. population. * *

I have no doubt that the encomiums which you have
received from acknowledged scholars are fully justified.
I read only your Venba as done by you into prose and
I found your treatment of the old familiar story very
interesting. There are signs in every direction that the
Renaissance of Tamil letters is in full flowering. I only
pray that the artistic and judicious blending of old and new,
of progressive and conservative idea.ls, may always, as is
evident in your case, form the aim a.nd aspiration of Tamil

~ gcholars and poets * * * *

19-9—"15 (8d.) 8. SRINIVASA IYENGAR.
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S. S. BHARATHI, m. a,, B. L., Tuticorin,
High Court Vakil. 26—1—'27
My dear sir,

I thank you for your very kind note and the kinder
compliment in sending me the revised copy of your mock-
heroical epic in Venba. Even as a new venture and
innovation in our literature, it deserves a high place. Its
bold conception and original design, with a new develop-
ment of the plot and with the charming denouncement arrest
attention, and are calculated to startle the pundits as much
as to exhort the admiration of all students of Tamilliterature.
I took a day or two to read the poem through; and although
I haveread it in its First Edition, and am fairly acquainted
with its charms, I must confess to have now enjoyed its
reading as if it were my first acquaintance. Perhaps I
may say that I was pleased with the charms of the girl
before, and now when she reappears with all her beauty
in its just blossom I cannot help losing myself in the
enthralling fascination of the buxom lass she has since
grown into. The new ideas and novel concepts, set off
in quick appropriately new and bold figures and phrases,
add additional jewels to the stunner you have sent out. I
can only wish many younger men copy your model, and
show even a fraction of your enthusiasm and earnestness
for our language and Literature. = With cordial and kindest

regards, as ever,
Yours very sincerely

(8d.) 8.8, BHARATHI,
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