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Rana Raghupati Singh, one of the Rajput Chiefs,
when starting for battle, addressed his comrades-in-arms in
these chosen words of patriotic fire: ‘' My comrades! Just
recall to your minds the glory and honour of our predeces-
sors: Remember, my brave soldiers, this battle is not an
ordinary one; upon its issue hangs our destiny—-nay,.the
very name and fame of our proud race. Let not the ]_aurels
we have been winning since the Great War, (The Maha-
bharatha) be tarnished, and our fortunes wrecked by our
defeat in this battle. If Dame Fate be against us and the
Mughal Flag is at all destined to wave on our holy land,
then it must be only after we have fought like lions and
perished to the man.”

No doubt the Rajputs were brave, but they were
lacking in military discipline. Akbar at the head of war-
like and trained Mughals bore the Rajputs down in a single
battle, with the result that the Rajputs had to leave
Rajputana and take to the fastnesses of the Aravali. Being
afraid of risking open battles with the Mughals, the Rajputs
took to carrying on their marauding excursions in the
Mughal territories, breaking out spasmodically from their
sylvan abodes, attacking the Mughal armies and fleeing
away with as much booty as they could lay their hands on.
Rana Raghupati Singh also took to these depredatory
tactics and collecting a large following of his people began
to lead a nomadic life. Akbar tried to run him down by
sending many forces against him, but to no avail.

AN ARMY SENT TO ARREST THE RANA

Being thus foiled in his attempts, the Emperor des-
- patched a vast army to arrest Rana Raghupati Singh. The
army laid siege to his palace, and an officer, was posted at
the gate with strict orders to arrest the Rana if ever he hap-
pened to venture into his palace to see his son who was
then on his death-bed. : e






then intended to return when his wife interrupted him.
“ Where are you going ?” “I am going,” replied the Rana,
“to be arrested by the Moghui officer outside. He has been
deputed by the the Emperor for my arrest, and he is waiting
for me.” ‘‘But what about your son?’ asked the wife,
“ Let him die or live,” replied the Rana, “it is all in the
hands of the Creator—I must prove trueto my plighted
‘word. I am here only on the sufferance of the oificer-” The
wife was astonished, but she said, ‘‘Don’t sacrifice your life
so voluntarily, escape through the postern.” *‘'Fie,” replied
the Rana appearing cut to the quick. ‘It ill befits the
Rajput raceto go back upon one’s word. I will never lay
perjury upon my soul for such a trifling thing as life. Come
what may, I must cheerfully meet my unerring_destiny-”

'Saying these words, the Rana stepped out of doors:
and coming to the gate, addressed the officer: ““ Now arrest
me-and take me to your master. You know now what value
a true Rajput attaches to his words?” The Mughal officery
who was after alla human being, was not devoid of noble
sentiments: He had drunk the milk of human kindness: he
could not control himself at the wonderful self-sacrifice
displayed by the Rana even in the hour of dire distress, The
officer replied, “Rana, your truthfulness is sufficient to
melt the stoniest hearts. By your selfless conduct you
have conguered my conscience which is the moral governor
of the heart. I cannot find it in my heart to arrest such a
brave man as you. BEscape and join your friends.” The
Rana said, *“God willing, T am spared to live, I will soon
do you a good turn.” And he was out of sight in the twink-
ling of an eye- ;

Ere long the Mughal Commander, who had deputed
the officer to arrest the Rana, arrived on the spot, and
inquired of the officer about the Rana’s visit and his safe
escaper The officer with a clear conscience, begotfer of
having done a virtuwous deed, related to the commander the
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