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Sphere of Social Education:
By Dg. S. R. RaneanatEaN, M.A,, L.T,, D. Litt, Delht.

Mcr. President, Dr. Sen, Liadies & Gentle-
men.

THIS is o mixed gathering, The people

in this gathering fall into three groups
(1) the prospective studeats of the Train-
ing Centre being inaugurated to-days; (2)
the teachers in the Trainiag Conrse; and
(3) the general public on whose good will
and encouragement the success of the course
will bave to dspend.

1, MissioRarY ZgaL IN TEACHERS

The essential things which the prospective
students should be told have been said so
fully by Dr. S8en. He has rightly warned
you that work in the field of soocial
education will not bring you muach money.
por power, and not even much prestige,
Yon must carry with you the positive
message given by him. You have to enter
your work and do it with a missionary zeal.
You must derive joy from the opportunity
to make your own contribution tothe colos-
sal work which awaits to be done in our
country in the field of edacation. I appre=
ciate the courage and the determination
with which you are entering this course of
training. 1 wish you succees during the
course, to apply in sactual life all shat you
learn here. I wish you, above all, a

steadfastness of purpose which will make
you lean upon that opportuaity for the joy
of your life,

With regard to the second group of the
audience—the teachers—I am in an embar-
rassing position: I am to be one of the teach=
ers. 1 do not propose to address myself or
my learaed colleagues in the facalty.

The main purpose of this gathering is to
tell the third group—the pablic-~aboat what
our difficulties are, and t3 ask for taeir
sympathy, sapport ani good-will.

2, INDEFINITENESS ABOUT MEANING

There has been always soms difficalty as
to what we moaan by social edacation aad
what we ala to aochieve ani how wa shoald
set about it. Wae have bsen talking aboat
this, under one name or anothar, for tha
last half a ceatucy. We used to call it
Adalt Edacation, Daring tha last five
years, we have begun to ocall it Social
Education.

We have been talking about the sabject
a good deal, We have had a series of
committees, Very often, a committee did
koow what to do. If it knew what should
be dome, it could mot decide how to do it
or where to begin doing. Maay of the

* Spuech delivered ab the opening of the Training School for Adult Eduoati
Delhi State Adult Bducation Associations on 15th Septsmber, 1952,

an Teaohers, of tha
at the Adult

Education Offise of the Delhi Municipal Committea.
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committees have drifted in this fashion,
Many have been forgotten, without formal
dissolution, In Madras, I had been assoe
ciated with mauny such committees on adult
edncstion.  Year after year, the newly
elected Mayor would set up an Adult Edge.
cation Committee. He would set his publi.
city machinery on it. Munch noise would
be made for a month or two, The noise
used to die ot in slow degrees, We never
used to hear about adult sdncation after a
couple of months; The Mayor abhorred
being reminded of the Adunit Education
Committees This series of experiences,
year after year, had made me sad,

Of late, I have been trying to under-
stand this problem of social education,
Being a university man myself, I hava
been trying to make clear in my own mind
the es:zential difference between Higher
Edueation and Social Education.

3. DerINiTION OF EDUCATION

I used to start with the following defini”
tion of education itself, “Education is the
process of the development of personality to
its own fullnesss in its own way and at its
own speed,” Having defined education in
this way, I thought that the essential
difference between Higher Education and
Bocial Education should be traceable to the
essential difference between different types
of personality, While in this mood, I turned
to the Gita which gives a clear analysis of
most of the problems which arise in life,

4, Sarrvic Personaviry

Chapter 18 of the (ita devotes verses
26 to 28 to personality analysis, Three
types of personalities are mentioned, the
Saltvie, the Rajasic and the Tamasice

Verse 26 mentions the attributes of the
Battvic personality in words like mukta-
sanga, anaham~vaadii, dhriti-utsaaha-sam-
anvita, siddhi-asiddhayoh nirvikaara, ete,
A Satlvic personality is highly organised.
I flirts not with fruits. It is not ego~
centrice Its will is strong, 1t perseveres.
It is unchanged alike by achievement and
failure to achieve, The progression of a
Sattvie personality is towards a balanced
view of everythinz, It seeks to understand
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things-inethemselves. Its education is
along the highest lines of research, Ij
cannob be helped by the Ministry of Ednegs
tion or by Univarsities, It has to be guided
by its own inner light. At best, it feels
enconraged by the company or by tha
achievements of its own peers. There can
be no formal organisation of the further
education of a Satlvic personality — for
Sattvie education.

5. Rajasio PERIONALIZY

Verse 27 mentions the attributes of a
Rajasie in words .like raegii, karma-phala.
prepsu, lubdha, himsaatmaka, asuchi,
harsha-soka-anvita ete.

A Rajasic personality is somewhat organi.
sed. It has a fairly stronz wiil, Batitis
activated by emotions. It flirts Wi.tb frqlts.
It is ruthless. It does not abhor impurity,
It finds itself thrown alternately on the horns
of elation and grief. [Rajasic or Higher
Education aims to lift the ZRajasic level
towards the Sattvie, The “emotions should
be sublimated. It must be helped to see the -
futility of flicting with fruits, The Rajasic
personality must be accustomed to a scale of
valoes abhorring ruthlessness and impurity.
These are the objectives of Higher Eiu-
cation, The education of the Rajasic
personality requires the service and immed-
ate presence of a Sativic personality.
Sankara has prescribed this as one of the
means of higher education, He even asseris
that it is a reliable, effective and certain aid.
Each nation establishes universities to take
charge of higher education. The University
Faculty should be a galaxy of Satfvis persons.
These will not themselves be _allnred by
power, prestige or wealth. Thqlr example
will lifs up a Rajusic personality towards
the Sattvic level. They will irradiate the
pupils, The effect of their irradiation will
persist on the personality of a pugll. for
years after they leave the university. Lhere-
by a University increases the cbance for
developing a Rajasic personality towards the
Sa tvio variety, This should be the primary

. -objective of university education, though its

edless by.products are not ounly b§neﬁcial,
but even essential tothe wellebeing of &
nation,
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6, Tamasio PERBONALITY

Verse 28 mentions the attributes of
Thamasic personality in words like a-yukta,
praakrita, sala, naishkrittka, alasa,
vishaadit and diirgha-suutric, A Tamasic
persopality is ill-orgrnised. It seeks no
anchorage—no source of inspiration, Itis
primitive, It is obstinate,
It inhibits, It is idle, It gets dejected, It
proorastinates. Its personality should be
given a shape, It should be provided with
an anchorage—with a sympathetic sonrce of
inspiration, Itshould be weaned away from
obstinacy, wickedness, indolence and prone-
ness to dejection and procrastination. It
. should be scitivated by aids of all sorts,
until it develops its own steam. These are
the objectives of Social Education. The
field of Sccial Education in India today is
abnormally vast. Normally, not more than
a third of a nation may lie in the Tamasie
level, But due to the historical happenings
of the last few centuries, nearly 86% of our
people are found in the Tamasie or the near-
Tamasio group, The education of 8 Tamasic
personality has to lean upon the immediate
presence of a teacher even more than that
of a Rajasic personality. Its self-educability
is vanishingly small. The sympathy of the
teacher has to be far greater. He should
have assinine patience; 1t is only missionary
zeal, as Dr. Sen hasputit, which can supply
the sympathy and the patience necessary.
The zeal-potential requires to be specially
increased in the case of social education

It is wicked, -

teachers, This has mot been sufficiently
thought about or provided for in the past.
We have been talking glibly about social
educstion, We have been imagining that
the problem of personnel for social educa-
tion could e soived by compeliing every
unshaven youth to serve as a social education
teacher for a prescribed term before he is
awarded his certificate or diplom», We have
been deluding ourselves that the preparation
required for sacial education work is almost
nothing, This has been a great mistake,

7. VaLus oF TrAINING FOR TRAGHERS

As the titular Secretary of the Indian
Adult Education Association, I take this
opportunity to express our appreciation and
thanks to the Delhi State Adult Education
Association for having locked at the matter
more seriously, I am glad that they hava
not believed that a course of one or two
weeks would be sufficient to transform any
immature youth into & social edncation
teacher. I am glad that they have provided
for at least a three months course, Iam
sure that they will soon realise the noed to
increase the ducation of similar fature
courses.

The Social Edacation of this vast coptinent
requires thousands of properly trained sccial
education teachers. The Indian Adult Fduca-
tion Association hopes that the example sef
by Delhi State Adult Edncation Association
will inspire the establishment of many such
training oourses all through the land,

A ——

Our Education—A brief retrospect and a
prospect
By Sar B. K. Mapaava MusTrY, B. A,, B. T. Acharye High School, Gorthidnur,

A'I.‘ po time in the history of our country

so much was talked of and thought of
education ag to-dsy, National liberty has
inaugurated a strepuous period of responsi-
bilities and problems, ana the probiem ot
education has engeged the mind of the
couatry a¢ much as any other problem.
Thete is an unchallenged ory for ‘Reform

in Education’ to suit our national life. Itis
bighly exhilarating to see that our men in
general and the mnational goverament in
particular have begun to think of education
in all 1ts aspects with all the ssriousness and
atteniton the sabject deserves. 'L'his ine
tellectual agitation for reforms gives rise
to many questions concerning the problem
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of education, vig, the need for reforms and
the defects in the existing system, Itis
necessary for us to trace the origin of the
present system and apalyse its course in
Indian bistory without the warp of prejudice.

The existing system of education owes
its origin to the British rule in India. It

was a prematore introduction, It was a-

system introduced and perpetuated by the
then government, based not on the
demands of the country, but on those of
the ruling class. It was an education on
the western model without any bearing on
the philosophy of the country. A system of
education which had developed in the west
to answer the needs of a growing industrial
society was forced on a predominantly
agricultural country. The result was that
the youtbs who got western education
found themselves placed in a society which
was not quite receptive to the new knows
ledge. In the absence of opportunities, the
only alternative left was to seek clerical jobs
and become *guill-drivers”. Moreover, the
British economic policy meant continued
economic strangulation of Indian society
with no possibility of opportunities to the
youths. In course of time a new classin
our society beganto grow up. It was a
class of westernised Indians, of whom some
became civilian officers and ruled the pebple
for the Britishers, No imperial power of
the world had perfected its mechanism in
the art of ruling a foreign country by em-
ploying -its own natives so thoroughly as
Britain, These conditions ullimately gave
rise to the nationalist movement and led to
the denunciation of the western educational
system as being unsuited to the genius of
Indian society. This is a just reaotion.
The nationsl awakening brought in its
trend a flight from all that is western or
British, But in the gush of emotions, we
fail to notice that the western System of
education had an independent origin in the
needs of western society, It was in response
to the needs of a society andergoing trans-
formation by the impact of science, techno-
!ogy and industry, The system of eduocation
lntroduced then is a sort of a messags of
\naustrial revolution, Today, our country
bas outlived the policy of industrislisation,
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of tapping and devsloping the resources and
of transforming an agrarian economy intp
a capitalist competetive economy. Soiencs,
technology and industry play a significant
role in the fature economic set-up of the
country, The country to-day is in greater
need of technicians, scientists, economists
and statisticisns, So the retention of the
present educational system to some extent
seems to be a necessary bedrock on which
the progress and prosperity of the country
are depending.

Buat what are the eriticisms levelled
against this system * The spread of noem-
ployment is great among the educated class,
Recently, the recruiting authorities observed
that our graduates do not possess the
required standards and -efficiency, One
notices a pronounced indiffersnce and indis.
oipline among our students. A state govern-
ment order says: *In particular, the obvious
defects of the existing system of education
resalt in a sense of frustration in the
minds of the students, wastage of time and
talents, and these have to remedical.”” These
and many other drawbacks are manifesta-
tions of obvious defects in the present system
of education.

Buch a conclusion as this is a nataral
corollary to the frustration that has set in
the political economy of the -state. There
has been too much of unthinking imitation
of the west. But we must exercise clear
thinking and dispassionate comprehension
before concluding that such manifestations
are due to the existing educational set=up.
Many things are wrongly attributed to the
present day educations People have con-
demned it from time to time, and at the
same time they have been perpetuating it.
Defects there are, But the entire system
itself is not to be accused. The one inherent
defect is the absence of a well co-ordinated
economio and indastrial policy so as to create
opportunities in the ecomomic sector toO
satisfy the demands of education, Expan-
sion in education must correspond with
expansion in opportunities also, Absence of
such a coordination has resulted in the
growth ot a sort of hostile attitude towards’
edaoation. Thip is alsa due to a confliot of
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cultures—Indian and western. The British
domination of India was not merely physical,
but also cultural,

As stated before, the resurgence of science
and revolution in commerce in the west
resulted in evolving a philosphy of educa-
tion to fit into the framework of a changing
society, The west learnt o adjust to the
changing times; but we in India could not
altogether adjust to a changed environment.
Dr. Kilpatric in his famous work FEduca-
tion for a changing civilisation has observed
that society is ever cbanging and & changing
civilisation makes new demands on educa-
tion, If these new demapds are not com.
prehended and met, society courts catas-
trophe, As H. G, Wells point out, civili-
sation is a race between education and catas-
trophe. The intellectual growth of any
partioular society is measured by the extent
to which such n society has adapted itself
consciously to change and how far it has ite
self contributed to change. Bnt in our
country, tremendous contributions are
made without enabling society to adjust it-
self successfully to a changing civilisation,
Such a process of adjusting is much more
difficult in a period of fransition, when we
cannot draw the line of demarcation between
criticism and chaos.

The existing system of education has no$
become so bankrupt that we should close
down our institutions which have really
made us patiopsl-minded, But problems
there are—grotesque in nature. The one
major problem of the present System is
economic in natare. In BEurope, industrial
expansion went side by side with expansion
in education. Ia India, ruled by ths
British, the gap widened. Educated Iadians
became job-hunters. This resulted in a
wholesale accusation of the prevailing edu-
cation. Therefore, & process of industriah-
sation and economic readjustment Wwill mnot
only solve the problem of unemployment,
wastage of time and talents, eto; but also
create an atmosphere for expansion of
technical education in the light of the new
chapges. Bat the process of adjustment is
not easys The dead weight of old habits
tebel against the new inroads into our body

18¢
politic. We have to discard sentiment and
adopt a scientific attitude,

Apart from the economic aspect, there is
the caltural aspect. We shouold not lose
sight of our caltural heritage in our eager-
ness to effect ecomomic and social adjast.
ments. Thus, confusion bas crept in the
field of edunoation. These confusions bring
us to the educational policy of the country
to-day.

Recently, the Union Government at the
centre has constituted a Commission to go
deeply into the problems of secondary edu.
cation, They have issued a questionnaire
on Secondary education, covaring & wide
range of problems, divided into eight parts
containing more than a handred questions,
On what lines should reforais be suggested ?
What is the meaning of reform?

By reform, in its broad sense, is meant a
thorough overhaunling of the contents and
methads of study, bat not mere changes in
the contents of education, Reforminits nar-
row sense means some modifications in the
course or curriculum of studiess A reform
in the broad sense of the term is not practie
cable in the present context of the country,
and is not necessary, if we take into conside.
ration the above analysis of the causes for
the defectsin our education. These causes
of the defects must be rooted out, and not the
system itself. So any reform in our educa.
tion should be in accordance with the needs
of the changing times. To-day vast changes
in economie, political and social spheres of
the country demand a change in the
emphasis and a reorientation of the methods
of education, This is a task of #he highest
magaitude which the educationists in general
and $eachers in particular have to shoulder,
A stage has come in the history of the eda-
cation of our country %o evolve a philosophy
of education that is a true reflection of the
idenls, culture and aspirations of the couatry,
Another hard task for the reformer is to
define the aims and objectives of education,
especially those of the secondary stage. The
terms of referenca of the Commission now
set up are to report on she pressat position
of secondary education in lndia in all ils
agpects and suggest measures for its reorga-
pisation and improvement. The govera-
meast have to comsider at thia stage $h9-
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relationship of secondary education to
primary, basic and higher education; the
interrelation of tecondary schools of diffe-
rent’ types and other allied problems, so
that a sourd apd uniform system of educa-
tion suited to our needs and resources may
be provided for the whole ‘tountry. At
present, secondary education is predomi-
nantly academic in character, Secondary
schools are only a means, buf not an end,
It also marks the completion of eduacatioa
of a majority of pupils. Here comes the
need for a comprehensive survey of the
systew, aims and organisation of the secons
dary course. Secondary education needs a
reorientation in such a measure as to fulfill
the ethos of the adolescent phase, when
differences in aptitudes and talents begin to
originate, The secondary schools supply
teachers to the elementary schools and
prepare pupils to the university, Hence
there is greater meed to make secondary
education a more efficient system, lest it

should affect adversely the ladder of educs-
tion af all stages.

The need for reorganisation of secondary
education has become more important as a
resulé of the acceptance by the Govt, of
India of Basic Education, as the pattern of
education at the elementary stage. In
conclusion, it is in the secondary stage that
there is the greatest need and scopa for the
educationist and the Reforms Commission
to do their best to the children of our
nation. Instead of window-dressing the
sentiments and prejudices voiced by certain
sections of gociety, the Commission shonld
forge a new phase in secondary education,

more practicable and prcfitable than hither-

to, If this is achieved, it becomes a living
education.

Another problem of no less importance,
related to reforms in secondary eduocation,
18 whether such an educational system
should be uniformly rigid throughont the
Republic without any regard to the nature
of the lcoality where it is imparted:. What
sort of education should be imparted 1n
tural India?  What are the envircumental
factors at $he back of the rural perts and
‘vdustrial areas?  Opinion is not divided
S0 the fact that there should be
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differeatiated curricula for the country,
Education imparted in rural places should
have its own characteristios akin to the
genius of the locality, quite different from
the one in an industrial area, Edacational
reformers should procesd with caution,
sagacity and foresight In this matter of
differentiating the curricula at the secons
dary stage, For the last fifty years, many
commissions were appointed to go into the
question of evolving an educational set-up
for us. We have the findings of the Rayal
Commission, the Abbot and Waood Report,
the recommendations of the Saddler Come
mittae, the Sargent schome, the Wardha
scheme and the Vidyamandir scheme of
education—a trne mamfestation of tha
genius and calture of the country, Thus
our educatior to-aay is at the cross roads,

In conclusion, education is not just the
imparting of the conteats, that is, to answer
the mere needs which are technical in
character, but the developing of a spirit to
analyse, to fathom and to evolyas with a
oonsciousness of what is essential or non-
essential or of whatis to be discarded in

the old and what is to be retained in the
new,

A word with regard to the position of
teachers is apt in the present context. Is
is now recognised that teachers are the
pivot on which education revolves. They
form the hub in the wheel of national life,
No reforms, however ideal, can go a long
way in falfiling the objects of education,
unless there are the ‘right people’ to imple«
ment them. The nation to-day requires
right men to teach the right things 1n the
right way, Ooly men of definite intelleotaal
standing with ability should be recruited to
the profession. The profession of ednoae
tion should not be the sorriest of trades, Oa
the other hand, it should be made attractive
to ambitous men, Unlessthe Goveroment,
central or state, determines 0 raise the
$eacher from his degrading economio
position, no amount of reforms will provs
of any avail. It is a thing left to the
financial experts of the state and the party
in power. Liet us hope that the teacher of

tomorrow would feel better than the teacher
of tosday,



Secondary Education Commission
BY SRI R. SRINIVASA IYENGAR, B, A., L. T., Srintvasa Tutorial, Coimbatores

NAUGURATING the . work of the
Secondary  Education  Commission,
Moulana Azad, Central Minister for Educa-
tion, stressed the intrisic importance of the
secondary educatioa stage and explained
why it was considered necessary to reorganise
secondary education, This stage supplied
students for higher stages and the teachers
for primary education, All State Govera-
ments have acocepted the scheme of basic
education; and the Central Adviscry Board
of Education had unanimously recommended
that the time had come to replace ordinary
primary educatioa by basic education, The
Board invited the special attention of the
State Governments to the fact that a system
could not properly be designated as basic
education unless it provided for the full
course, including both the junior and the
senior stages, and it placed adequate
emphagis on craft work both in its educa-
tional and productive aspects, Hence the
relationship of secondary education to
primary, basic and higher education isa
very important problem to be tackled by

the Commission.

Mahatma Gandhi explained his scheme
of primary education as covering a period
of seven years or longer and all the subjects
up to the matriculation standard except
Englisb, plus & vocation. He was for coms
bining into one what we called primary
education and secondary or high school
education. Thus he incinded secondary in
primary education and would finish off both
the stages in a period of seven years, He
was not particalar about the <duration being
Jimited to seven years; in his opinion, o
reach the requisite intellectual standard, it
might be raised to eight years even. Hence
the framers of the Indian Constitution have
laid down ip the directive policy free and
compulsory education for a period of eight
years, The Secondary Education Commis=
sion have to besr in mind that ection 45 of
the Indian Constitation hasto be implemean-
ted by the State and to take nate of the fact
that either secondary education is merged

under basic education, or rather that it
commences aftgr the pupil’s fourtesath year,
Postebasic edncation coincides with secondary
educaticn, The present schame of secondary
education commsacing at 11 plus has to ba
given tke go-by.

Secondary education will than commenca
at the pupil’s foucteeath year aud rua oo for
threa or four years, according as the acadsmic
or technical or vocation courses may raquire.
The carricula will have to cater to varying
types of school experience for differing
seholars and will provide courses enabling
pupils to eater into various professions aad
take to big or smallscals industries or goup
to higher education in science or humanities
or technology.

1o effecting correlation between basic and
segondary edacation, the carricnlum now
adopted in the basic edacation scheme will
have to be modified so as to make provision
for the study of Hindi and Hoglish during
the last three years of basic education {from
the pupil’s 1lth to 14th year). But thess
two languages cannot be taught compul-
sorily to all pupils, lest the basic principles
of basic education should be violated,
Provision should be made 1n all basic schools
for teaching Hindi and Eaglish during the
last three years; but so far as pupils are
concerned, the study of the two languages
will be optional and biading oo those who
wish to go to post-basic or sscondary schools.

In the new set-up of secoadary scaools
which are iatended for pupis of 14 years
snd above, and which may impart edada-
tion for 3 or 4 years, the necassity for
coutinuing the Intermediata exannaation
may have to be considered; aad the matri-
calation examinauon coadactel by the
University may straightway lead on $o the

degree courses.
It is hoped that the Secondary E lucation

Commuission will serionsly coasides the
implications bshiad the relatioaship with
the lower and the higher stages of edacation
and evolva a sound and umform system of
educaton suited to Indian geaius and

reqairemanss.



Educating Teachers for Free India

By 8r1 R, K. KavL, Principal, Govt. Teachers' Training Institute, A4jmer

INCE the advent of freedom, conditions
in our sountry have obviously changed.
Prior to this, most of us had to work accord-
ing to the dictates of those who were not
interested in the progressive welfare of our
country, a8 they required only some men
who could run the administration which
was 8 machinery for undisguised exploita-
tion, They imposed western cultare hers
and tried to make pecple of this country
look and feel as foreigners in theic own
land, Most of us forgot our own oulture
and some even exhibited hatred for anything
that was Indian. Thanks to the sacrifices
of our leaders for the last two generations,
we are free from sbackles now to shape the
destiny of our country; as sons of the
motherland the responsibility for the regen-
eration, development and administration of
the country devolves on us, the nationals
of Indie. We have to see that in this
country a society is evolved which oblite-
rates differences between the classes in all
sectors and on all planes, social, eaonomie,
political, cultural and educational, If the
evolution of a class-less society is not an
immediate possibility, at least all classes are
to be treated equally and are de facto and
de jure 50 be equal. We have to see that
political, economic and cultoral conscions-
ness is roused in all sections of the masses,
Productive capacity of the people is to be
raised and the spirit of cooperation effective-
ly cuitivated. A citizen shall live s fuller,
broader and more joyons hfe, pulling his
due weight in the dynamics of the life of
the country, This requires on the educas
tional plane broadening and deepening of
all means of cultivation of body, mind,
spirit, and even a modification of the ways
of approach to education. ln terms of the
school, it means that the personality of
children is to be enriched for resposaive co.
operation, and for that creative activity is to

be the main feature of our educational
institutions, Butall this cannot be achieved,
Th_is needs a change in the conteot of edq-
sation and emphasis will shift on the appro-

priate parts in the curriculum, The method
and organisation too will require reinterpre-
tation and reorientation. The system of
Basic Education adumbrated by the father
of the nation is an attempt for achieving all
this,

A basic school is not to be a place of
learning lessons. It isto be a centre of
purposeful living where children take pary
in worthwhile activities, through which
they cannot ooly exprass their natural
impulses but also adjast themselves prog-
ressively to the needs and situations of life,
Gaundhji would say, * I would expest child-
ren in Basic Schools to know eoverything
about the local affairs, about our corruption
and how it can be ended. This kind of
political education I would wish every one
of our children to have. This would surely
add a cubit to their statare”, Gandhuji
was so thoroughly convinced aboub the
potentialities of the scheme that he once
said : I think I have more than proved
that the system of Basic Education is sare
to promote economic and pohitical advaace-
ment of the country,”” Gandhiji once said:
“ Whatever may ba true of other countries,
in India, at any rate, where more than
80 % of the population is agriculéural and
apother 10 7o industrial, it1is a crime to
make edncation merely literary and to unfit
boys and girls for manual work in after
life.” By education he means * all round
drawing out of the best in child and man,
body, mind and spirit.” Butany scheme
of education, howsoever sound and attracsive
it may be, will obviously depead for its
suocess on tha right typs of teachers,

I shall give in brief how this Institute
tries to foster this spirit and ideology in
the new teacher for New India. This 1asti-
tute bas completed its fourth session, and it
tries to meet the neads of two states——Dalhi
and Ajmer, During the last session which
ended 1n May, 1952, we had about 300 trai-
nees of whom one hondred came from
Delhi state and aboat two haadred trom the



EDUCATING TEACHERS FOR FREE INDIA

state of Ajmer, The latter included 37 lady
trainess,

To have a 3ouund soientific backzrouad for
discharging his responsible duties with g
gense of confidenc: the pupil teachers
receive theoretical knowledge in the princi-
ples of educating child psychology, methodo-
logy, school organisation and social education
They pick up the technique of integrated
teaching, Art forms one of the compulsory
subjects. Among the crafts, spineing is
compulsory for all, Agriculture and card-
board work are alternative orafts for male
student teachers, Home-craft and musio
are compulsory for lady trainess,

Extra-curricular activities form a very
important part of the work inthe Iustitute.
Teachers in Basic Schools have to work
for * allrouad drawing out of the best in
the child ., They have also to bring the
school closer to the society arouad it, and
to achieve this end organising extra-ocurri-
cular activities belps a great deal. Much
stress is, therefore, laid on this aspeot of
work of the trainess, Dauaring the course
of the ses:ion, it is carefully watched that
every pupil beacher takes part io these
activities, with a view t0 encourage effec-
tive corporate work. Ia this connection
the following Assoctations have been
rupning in the Institute:—

() Basic Saiksha Uthan Parishad.
(n) Btksha 8adan Parishad,
() Hindi Sahitya Samuti,
(iv) Amatear Dramatic Clab.
(v) Agricultural Association,
(vi) Recreation Committee.
(vu) Rover’s Association.

Debates and lectures by educationists are
arranged by No, I, preparation of wisual
aids for teaching ia organised by No. Il;
Kavi-samelans, musharas etc, are arranged
by No, Ili. The dramatic club organi:es
dramatic performances aad variety shows
during tbe course of the session. The
Agricultare Asscciation organises a number
ot lectures and demonstrations by the
experts of she Agricuitare department,

Teachers should Enow what our cultural
heritage is, Celebration of national, social
apd religious festivals should have an
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important place in our system of education,
The Racreation Committes of this Instis
tution organises the celsbration of such
fostivals. Qa soms of these occasions, we
have community dinners in which members
of the staff, all the pupil teachers and the
gervants participate, QOccasionaliy, we have
dinners in whtich the servants are the gaests
and the pupil teachers do the cooking aud
servicess The followicg festivals are usaally
celebratad darjog the course of the session :-

(i) Independance Day.
(ii) Janma Ashtami,
(iii) Mahatma Gandhi’s Brithday.
(iv) Dipawali.
(v) Christmas.
{(vy) Repablic Day,
(vii) Id-Milad.
(vin) Basant.
(z1) Holi,

The Roecreation Committes organises
excursions in which all the trainees and the
members of she skaff participate,

The health of the peopls is to be improved
for the sake of the individual and defence
of the couatry, Physical education, is
therefore, givea its due place in the curri-
culam of this Institution, The trainees
bave pbysical trainlog every morniog and
outdoor games in the afternocon. The lady
trainees also take kecea interest in these
activitiess The papil teachers have inter-
group tournameats in games, sports and
athletics,

Life in the hostel is organised on democ~
ratic lines. Elected representatives of the
frainees have a full hand in the manage
ment of the hostel. The trainees liviag ia
the hostel get up at 58 m, snd have a prayer
meeting regularly at 5-30 s.m. 1o which
thsy have a common prayer. On special
occasions in the prayer meetings, versus
from the Gita, ths Quram, the Bible and
the Granth are reciied, The tranees
sweep their rooms and clesn their utensils,
and thus acquire the attitude of self-belp.

About 807 of the population of our conatry
lives 1n the wvillages and, therefors, 10 the
reconstruction of the villages will lie the
progress of the country. The teachers have
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to work for the social moral and cultural
regeperation of the villager. To give them
a full idea of working in the rural setting,
villagescentact pregrammes are organised,
The teachers.in-training are deputed, in
small batches of tweaty, to diffévent villages.
Esch bstch work there under the supervi-
sion of two members of the staff, The lady
trainees are also deputed in similar batches
to villages where girl schools exist,

Ip these villagss the trainees have more
practice of teaching in the schools to supple-
ment their work ip city schools, and they
study regisiration work too. They organise
cleanhiness compaigns which include digging
of manure pits, urioals and latrives. They
give talks to willagers on personai hygiene
and social evils existic g in the villages and
our cultoral hentage, They stage dramas
and variety shows to impress upon them
the existence of social evils and the ways
aud means to eradicate these, The trainees
start their woirk n the villages every day
with * Prabhat Pheries”. This programme
continmes for two weeks, and the trainees
have a very busy time during this period.
It has been observed that, if properly tackled,
the villagers give fuil ocooperation %o the
trainees 10 organising cleanliness compaigos,
In srranging dramas and other activities,

1t is not enongh for teachers to be potent
factors in the regeneration of the country.
It is necessary for them to realise that India
has won freedom after a hard struggle and
that the retention thereof depends om how
the people can fashion the irindividual and
collecuve hfe. A heavy responsibility,
therefore devolves on teachers, India can
be hfted out of the morass, only if the
teachers are conscious of their obligations,
Teachers have to realise that they have she
sacred duty of preparing the youth for life
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and of making them efficlent instruments for
the service of the people. They have to
draw inspiration from ideals like thase of the
Bharat Sevak Samajs; and in tuen to inspire
the youth with such ideals. The teachers
should not make light of our national
problems, but at the same time they should
pot allow these problems to overcome them,
They should work to mould tha fatare
rather than be content to let the future
mould them., They have tolead the people
of the villages, but should resist being led
for cheap popularity and spectacular results,
One may have at times to undertaks risks,
but ove should not hesitate, as, in the words
of Garudev Tagore, “Taking shelter in the
dead is death itself, but only taking all the
risks of lifé to the fullest extent is
living™s In putting through the new scheme
of education, ths teachersemay have to face
many difficulties and may have sometimes
to face unnecessary criticism, but if they
persevere with determioation their eff.rts
will be crowaed with success, Here'it may
be pointed oumt what Mahatmaj, while
addressing teachers, wrote, 10 the Harvg‘an
of the 28th October, 1939. ¢'Above ali, let
me sell you that everything will depend on
ycur faith and your determination, 1f you
have the will, there 1ssure to be the way.
Every difficulty will dissolve, if you make
up your minds that this1sa scheme that
has to be pus through, Ooly the faith has
got to be a living faith, Thousands profess
to bave faith in God, but if they fiyin
terror at the slightest alarm, their faith is
dead faith, no living faitb. A living faith
endows ope with the requisite kaowledge
and resource to put one's plan through ”,

If teschers in India go forward with
faith, ccurage and hope they will make the
ccuntry not only oie of the greatest, but the
greetest in the worid,
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Future of Englishs

Mr. Sarvottama Rao: Theproblem of the
future of English has arisen because of the
deolared policy of the Government as
embodied in the Constitntion of India to
replace English as the official language of
the adminpistration of the country by Hindi
at the end of 15 years, We may therefore
say that this will take effect from 1964 or
1965, We know that English has already
ceased to be the medium of iastruction in
almost all schools; and in another 12 or 13
years, we may expect English to cease to be
the langusge of our law courts and of
Government offices and official communi-
cativns, I do not say that this means that
English will be completely dropped ount, It
may keep its place as a second or third
lapguage in our schools, the study of which
is compulsorys But even if Bnglish is
compulsorily studied by all edacated people,
so long as it is not the mediom of instruction
and to loog ss it is not the language of the
administration, it will recede to the baok-
ground, Please consider what will be the
practical consequences of this pohioy, and in
the light of those consequences, say whether
the pohicy is desirable and advisable. What
do ycu think, Raghavan?

Raghavan : I don’t think that the elimi-
pation of Engiish from our country or even
the relegation of 1t to the background wiil
be a desirable thing, Ou the contrary, every
effort should be made to keep up its unport-
ance. I am sure my friend, Ratnanayakam,
will agrees

J. R. Ratnanayakam : You said, sir, that
in most of the hign schools, Eaglish has
almost been replaced by the regional
language as the medinm of instructions
Would it not be interesting to find out what
measure of success this step has met with?

My, Sarvottama Rao: I myself was very
sceptioal at frsc uboud the resaits of HEaglish

being uo longer the medinm of instructioth
Bat I have found from experieace that those
who have been taught in the mother-tongne
are as intelligent as students of the earlier
generations who had their subjects taught in
Enpglish.

Ratnanayakams I sm not talking of
intelligence, My poiaé is, will those who
have thewr subjects tanght in regional
languages be able to express themselves on
such subjects with as wuch sccuracy and
ease as we doin’ Eoglsh?, What do you
say, Mr, Siddalingiah ?

Siddalingiah: Why not ? I would even say
that one can very easily express oneself in g
clearer and mora forcible manner in one’s
own mother-tongue than in English,

Raghavan; I am afraid it capnot be so in
sach sabjects as Ecooomics, Politios and the
Sciences, For, we have b-2en learaing all
thess subjacts 1n the western fashion, and o
know toem well, it wiil be better to study
them in Eoghsh and not as translated into
the mother-tongue.

Ratnanayakam : In the field of science,
we must graot that the west has made
enormons progress. If we waat to progress,
as we patdrally want to, we have got to keep
up our communioation with the rest of the
world, and that is possible only by retaimng
English as the mediam of instraction,

Siddalingiah : What prevents our people
from learaing bhese science subjec:s 1n theit
own languages? Probably, the only difficulty
would be the teachatcal terms, for which we
oan invent eqaivalents, We must try to
develop sotentific words 1o our own languages,
1 feel that any scientist will express himselt
in a better manner were he to tormulate his
ideas in bis mother-fongne,

Rainanayakam: The socientists are &
pation by themseives. The language they

Y

* A disoussion in she' Youth Forum' brosd cast by the Ae
Thres Qollaga Jouieats,
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use is the expression of their thought, In
corrasponding with one another the scientists
all over the world have to nse one common
language, and that can be only Eoglish, If
we want to keep alive oar contast with the
Western countries, we have-to preserve
English, The progress of science has made
the ends of the world come nearer, and
even distant countries have became our
neighbours. In the light of this very impor-
tant consideration, it is desirable that we
shonld bave English,

Siddalingiah : My friend speaks as if
everybody in this country would be a
scientist,...After all, people engaged in
learning science subjects, pursaing higher
studies in science, doing research work in
science—these pecple are very few, compared
to the vast population of the country. And
do you honestly believe that we should
thiok of preserving a foreign language like
Eoglish in order to have the so cailed coatacts
with the West 2. It is not proper to suggest
that we should still cling to English, even
after we have got our freedom.

Raghavan: While my friend may be
right in lus view, I must poiat out that to
introduce a new language and to remove
Ecglish all on a sudden is not desirable.
By all means, let us have a national language,
But this should not mean that we should
g1ve up English,

Biddulingiah : Nobody said that English
should be driven out of the country, What
I mean is that we should give the best
priority to our own mother«tongue and then
to the national language of India, If English
is needed for Tnaintaining contact wish the
outside world, let us learn it asa third
lapguages

Raghavan: Butyou are forcinga language
like Hind: on non-Hindi people, and you are
asking them to learn 13in 15 years. The
time-imit given is far short,

Sidualingiah : After ally some limit has to
be set, ana our leaders have thought 15
years sufficiently long to bring about the
necesiary adjustments,

Faghvan ; 1 feel that the period is far too
shorty 1 donot mean thatit will take ns
16 yeara 10 pick up the laoguage
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Siddalingiah : 1 hops not: One can pick it
up in 15 weeks, if one makes up one's miad,
Aod I am told thats in some of the North
Indian echools, the boys mast proficieat ia
Hindi are those from soath Iadia.

Raghavan : No. I was not imylying that
it would take as long to learn that language,
That is not the point at all, The point is
whether by that time the necessary text books
and referecce books without which you
cannot conduct edacation, can be prepared,

Ratnanayakam : 1 thought it was agreed
that the mediua of instruation in colleges
should continue to be Ecglish,

Siddalingiah : Why should it be so ?

Ratnanayakam : It should be so because,
even if you couid arrive at a stage where
everything in our Sciences, coald be conveyed
in own our motherstougue (and [ doumbt
whether we can ever come to that stage) 1t
would still be mighty foolish oa ouc pact to
be cut off from the thought of the rest of
the world. Why shouid we do1t? I can see
no advantage 1a 1te

Raghavan : Your argument brings to
mind an 1oteresting idea, On this very
day, as you may know, taoere is a pediatrio
cooference going on in our ecity, HKminent
pedatrists trom all over India have met
together to discuss problems of child-nealch,
The usetulness of such conferemces for
promoting koo wledge 1s universally acknow-
ledged. ‘L'nese doctors are able to confer
together, bucause they ail speak Eaglish
and they coald even have foraiga specialists
who speak HKogush joun them 1 therr
discossions,  Would suoh cooferences be
possible 1t our dostors learned their medical
sclences 10 regional langaages ?

Mr. Sarvothama Rao ; That reminds me of
how i nappeued (0 meet one of she delegates
to this cuulereuce yesterday-a doctor who
has Visited vearly nll Lhe conatries of Kurope
Suvoral imes. MHe toid me thas the stady

Ot Kugisi was cuwpulsory 1a nearly every
Vhe Of t00:® QUUuLkileS,

Ratwanayakam: And I would ask my friend,
Bladsiugian, 10 cousider thus alsg, Wo are
at presend trying a system of exahange of
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professors between our motherland and other
contrie: like America and Encland, a system
which will undoubtedly confer lasting benofits
on studen's, Will this be pos-ible *if we
give up Eoglish and carry on our edncation
in our regtonal language ‘?

8idialinginh : T am prepared to concede
that 1% would be advansageous to retain
English as the medium of instruction in the
Colleges, but in our schaols instruction
should be only in the pupil’s own mother
tongue,

Ratnanayakam : Why do you want to
relegate Kinghish into the background? What;
is the harm it has done to us? Has it not
been the instrument of unifyinog our people
who could not have ccme together if they
had not had this common language? And has
it not opened to us the rich, the practically
nolimited rescurces of English literature?.

Mr. Sarvothamy Rao: Nobhody, I thinke
demies the usetul role Eoglish have played
in unifylog us sod integrating us to world
cultares Bat then is there no such thing as
a nation finding its own soul? And can we
find our sou! in medium admittedly foreign?,
Even if we achieve mastery of Enghsh, can
we hope fo create original literatare in that
medium ?

Raghavan : 1 remember to have heard
how our poetess, Sarojioi Naida, showed her
early Euglich poems to the eminet critic
Edmund Gosse, and how that critic on going
through them found them to be merely
imitations of Shelly and Keats, They
earnestly advised her to stop writizg about
Enpgtish landscape and English social customs,
and to attempt giving poetic pictures of
Indian scenes and sentiments,

Mr. Sarvottama Rao: Exactly. You have
come to the wvital point theres If our
oreations in & foreign mediam hike Haglish
should have any merit at all, they should
be related to our lLfe and our backgrouad,
*and " if they are compositions whigh relate
to our own iife snd buckground, are they
not much better in our owa langnage ?

Siddalingiah ¢ Yes, Itistime we thought
of fiading expression for cur creative urge
in our owao lauguage: Writiog ia  Baglin,
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we can never hops to proiuce another
Shakespears, Miltnn or Tennyson in our
country, Thousands nf our couatrymon
and women, during all thase yeirs of
English domioatinn, learnt Eoglish, If
they had givea their time and attenuon to
their own motber tongus, they m'ght hava
becoma noteworthy poiats or prose~writers,
enriching their own literatars, If there is a
willingness now to giwve up Eaglish, it is only
becanse we have baea so loag easlaved to i,
The fulfilment of our destiny is impossible,
unless our owa regional langnages take the
place which Enghsh occupies to day.

Rathnanayakam: I am afraid the atti.
tnde you show towards KEanglish reveals
prejudice rather thao true patriotism. Most
of this dishks for Eoglish, I think, Wil
disappear, if we forget that it was the
languags of our former ralsrs, Sarely,
we cannot plead that Eaglish is bad, just
because our former rulers spoks 1t and
imposed it on us, I thiok it was justice
Chagla who recently warnad the campaiga-
ers against English not to allow politioal
prejudice to influense their judgement,
Whether it is the motherstongus of oar
former rulers or not, the fact remains that
it is the single universally known language
to-day, the language which affords the key
to world thought and world caltare. You
speak of enriching our own literature
through the encouragemsent of the study of
our own regional laoguages. It 1s a laud-
able object. Bat thea I would ask you to
remember that soon we will reach a stage
when we will no longer speak of the
individual culture of nations; but will speak
of world-caltare.

Mr. Sarvottama ERao: 1 am afraid that
last argumeant of yoars will not carry us
far. Yon cannot have such a thing asa
world-cultare, unless each national unit
makes its own contribution to its We can
hope to make a oontribution comparable
with that of other nations, only if we greate
oonditions favourable to drawing forch the
best oreative efforts from the widest number
of people. I my.elf, who hava given
practically all the years of my life to the
oultivation of English, can clam to have
produced notbing of origioal merit 1o o
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language, Had given the same time and
devotion 0 my own motherstongue, it is
conceivsble that I might have written some-
thing which oan be recognised as literature.
The literary potentiahities of our generation
and at least fonr or five generations before
us, have been sacrificed at the altar of
Enpglish, It had to be so, I suppose, so
long as we bad English masters to tell us
what our education should be, Should we
sacrifice the potentialities of cur children
too, when we can no lcnger complain that
the Englishman is there to force us to learn
his langusge ? Burely, there is no prejudice
in all this, It is patriotism,

Raghavan : 1 admit the convincingness of
the argument that we can find self-expression
best in our own mother-tongue. But does
it follow that we shculd neglet English? It
sbould be possible for usto cultivate and
bonour cur own mother-tongue withoat
neglecting English. Why should Hindi be
our pational langusge 2.

Siddalingiah: Do you mesan English
shouid be our national language ?,

(Laughter in which others join)

Raghavan: Well, don’t call it the national
language. Call it the oﬁielal language,

8iddalingiah : It has almost been settled
that Bindi should be the national language
of the country and that the regional lan-
gusge should be the medium of instruction
in the respective areas, After all, we did
not have Eoglish. 200 years sgo, and yet
our ancestors produced volnmes of literature
in their respective languages.

Ratnanayekam : In my opinion, we need
Dot take into consideration our ancestors
it is quite irrelevant. After all, India had
0o contact with the outside world except
ccmmercially before the advemt of the

pglish. Now we are thinking in terms of
8 smaller world. The world is coming
togetber, and we are taking more and more
interest in internaticnal sfisies. The edue
cated people of India must be o a position
0 communicate with other parts of the

world, if the country contributes something
1< the werld.
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Raghavan:' I 'have a stronger argnthent
than that for the retention of Eunglish and
against the use of Hindi in its place, Yon
say that the study of the mother-tongue
should be encouraged to create conditions
favourable for the flowering of our litera-
ture, I agree, But I put it to you that
our literatare will flower bestif it draws
inspiration from another literatare, It is
there that English is useful, It has a
literature incomperably wider and richer
than any that Hindi can claim to have. I
am given to understand that Hindi is not
only limited in scope sa far as her literatura
is concerned, bat also that it is a language
less flexible and less ampls in voeabulary

than even some of the other Indian
langusges,

Mr, Sarvottama Rao : That Hindi is at
present a language less highly evolved than
Eoglish or cven Tamil or other Indian
languages 1s no argument against its adoption
8s the national language, It can grow,
and I think it will grow rapidly if adooted
a3 a national language by incorporating
words and idioms necessary to make it the
gensitive, pliable and self-sufficient lane
guage it should be. A language which
grows hike that by extensive usage, will
have been shaped by our needs and will
reflect our own temperement, oatlook and
character, Ido not think we can make
any of our leaders seriously listen to ms,
if we were tosay that we shall have na
national langusge, but keep English as onr
official langaage, We shall be found waant-
ing in the necessary quality of pational
dignity and natiooal pride, it we were fo
8ay that the only language common to Ladia

should be Enghsh and that we shoald have
Do national language.

Ratnanayakam: (almost groaning) Is
English to go then ?.

Siddalingiah: No. We should keep it as
8 compalsory third langaags for tnosa whoss
mother tongge isaot Hindy, aad as a segoad
language in the case of taoss wao have
Hindi as their mother.toagus,

Raghavan: Oaa our chilieen stand ua to
the strain of learging tbcee languagey ia
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their tender years or even four lsnguages,
for there are those who would not like to
neglect 8 classical language like Sanskrit,

Siddalingiak: I myself know four lan.
gusges; Telugn, Tamil and Epglish, besides
my own mother-tongue, Kannada.

Raghavan: 1 am willing to consider you
8s o prodigy, Mr, Siddalingiah. But what
about the average child ?

Siddalingiak ;: The average child is ale
ready managing three or four languages in
our schools, and there is no sign of strain,
Apd please remember that it is not a
burden, which we only have to carry. The
English people study Greek, Latio and also,
I think; a modern language® like French,
The same is the case, I am sure, with other

nations.

Mr. Sarvottama Rao: Very well, You
have gone into the question fairly deeply.
But I wish to know whether there is any
agreement asmong you on sll or any of the
points at issue. Do you all agree that the
medium of instruction in our schools shouid

be the regional language?

Rathnanayakam: I think we are all
agreed abous it,

Raghavan: But what about the medinm
of ipstruction in the colleges? I thought
we agreed that it should be English.

Siddalingiak : Yes. I agree, bat oo condis
tion that the ground covered in the regional
langusge in ‘the school is not losé in the
colleges. It the subjects are $o be taught in
Eoghsh, the regional language should form
a separate big part, as big as Eoglish is
to-day,

Rathnanayakam : Yes. I would agree to
that, provided Eoglsh is not altogether
dropoed as a language part,

My, Sarvottama Rao: Then I expect that
the disagreement, if any, among you, 1s on
the question of whether English is to dis-
appear as the language of admuaistreation,

Rathnanayakam: 1 favour English con-
tinning as the lunguage of administeations

Siddalingiah: I insist that we should
have a national language, and Hindi seews
to be best snited for the purpose,

Raghavan: 1 would consent $o Hindi
being adopted as the national language, if
the process of switciing over from Eoglish
to Hindi were to be speead over a fairly
long period like 30 or 40 years, so asto
ensure that adaptation will bs easy and

smooth,

The Land of Sunshine —A Background in
Indian Education

By Sr1 8. JAGARNADHAN, Teachers' College, Saidapet, Madras.
(Continued from page 177)

III. Tag CHILD AND AS IT GBOWS

The child is looked upon as a sacred
possession, It is said that it is a son that is
responsible for the parents being saved
from the Hell called *Path”. In general,
a child is considered very sacred.

Even during conception the would be
mother goes through a number of sooial
and religions functions which prepare her
fully for the care of the child after birth.
The bangle-wearing ceremony in the Tth and
the simantham in the 8th month are some

examples. Even the youager children are
trained to await the expected baby. With
work and rest coming to her alternately ab
home and outside, the mother 1s able to
pear the huge scrain of child birth,

Breast-feeding is considered the best for
the new born baby. This system not only
enables physical growtb, bat also ads
mental development. It is, as it were, &
transmission of light, culture and everye
thing of valae 10 the mother to the child.
This remiadg us of the story of Parvathi,
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the Divine Mother, feeding the child
devotee Sawbandam with divine milk from
her breast and thereby imparting to him
divine wisdom.,

The child is subject to quite a number of
social and religions fonotions, the imgorte
ance of which is to show how sacredly and
fondly we cherish our children, watch
them and sid them in their growth, The
grand.children are very often named after
their grand-parents, and thus the names of
forefathers are handed down to posterity.

The naming of the ohild, the orossing of
the doorway, the teething, the feeding of
the child with rice for the first time, the
first birth day, the catting of the hair are
all sigoificant functions,

‘Lock opon the first five years of child
bood as those of a prince’, is a wise saying.
The child is the centre of adoration snd
admitration in all social functions in the
bouse, when friends and relatives gather in
large numbers.

And for the growth of this child, the
parents put themselves to great suffering
and sacrifice. They forego much of their
cormforts and conveniences for the sake of
the ohilds Cradle songs, nursery stories
and children’s play with household mate-
rials and those available in nature around
are ccmmon in all homes, Some of the
grand-mother practices such a *thought«

turn” bave has great effects on the training
of children,

Daily domestic practices have a great
edacative influence on children, A careful
housewife observes the motto, s place for
everything and everything inits place” in
ber daily hfe, Women at home observe
Fridaysin the week as very sacred days,
The house is washed and kept scrupulously,
clean. Dssigns on the floor with white and
red flour or powder characterise these
domestic festivals and celebrations, All
the members have a bath, There 15 puja
.in the house, The obsetvance of the sacred
dasy cuolminates 1 a wvisit to the nearest
temple. Light is associated with heaith,
prosperity and wisdom, while darkness is
asscciated with sickness, poverty and ignor-
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anos, Lighting lamps and keeping a placs
bright is a religions act, while putting it
out is equally censidered sacrilegious, The
burning of comphor and producing a glow
of light has the true sigaificance of praying
for inaner light and true wisdom,

Children have a special place in the
celebration of feasts and festivals, coming
one after another according to the changing
seasons, Decoration of the floor with
designs (kolams) in rice flour, daily offere
ings to God, the crow, the dog, the beggar,
planned pilgrimages, all have their own
significance to children. Poor-feeding has
been considered as an act of religious duty
in connection with the celebration of macri-
ages, aoniversaries, birth days, feasts and
festivals in hdmes, temples and public insti-
tutions. The anciversaries of pareats and
grand parents too are observed with scra-
pulous care, and the relations near and far
are very often invited to attend those
domestic functions,

The children’s mothers and grandmothers
adopt both pleasant and unpleasant methods
in bathing, {eeding and admimistering medi-
cines to the child, The aged men and
women were learned in their own way of
disgnosing diseases and administering medi-
cines by preparing simple mixtures from
things in the kitchen. Adept indigenous
doctcrs prepare these medicines from simple
things, But the pity of it now is that these
simple first aids and curatives are not set 1n

writing 80 as to be available for ready
reference.

Gradually the children get accustomed to
daily baths in hot or cold water, and weekly
oil baths. 'What you give the doctor, give
it %o the oil monger’ is an old saying. Aan
ou bath once a week is enjoined for the
sake of health. In course of time, the boys
aod gicls learn to be self-dependeat in the
matter of looging after themselves, They
need no help in going about the place,
washing and drying their clothes, going &0
sohooly bazaar or the workspots of taeir
pareats.

As s the father 30 is the son, Generally,
the boy takes to the wocation of his father.
Tradition in arts and crafts has much to
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eontribute to workmanship, and modern
education has to take a lot of lessons from
it, Marriage is & sacred rite and is observed
ina very solemn manner, combined, no
doubt, with all sorts of pleasant social fun-
ctions, the bridal couple being the centre of
attraotion. They receive the blessings of
the elders for long life, healthy living and a
prosperous career. One of the commonest
blessings is *May you be gifted with long
life aod heslthy children”, This is an
indication to show how the birth of offspring
is considered auspicious and sacred in
married life, Childless couples observe
fasts, go on pilgrimages, bind themselves to
charitable vows and stake everything for
being blessed with a child. On all marriage
occasions, gifts or sambhavanas are made to
the village temples and religious matts
and the ackaryas.

The married boy in his own turn assumes
the headship of the family, The family
gets larger, and the expsnses are on the
increase. Ooly ome or two are the chief
earning members, and all the others are
dependents,

The attachment between the children and
the parents is really great, Equally so the
children, as they grow in years, develop a
great attachment to their homes, their
parents and relations both distant and near.
The parents are the first gods, Maatru-devo
bhava, pitru-devo bhava, aacharya-devo
bhavas s oy g aysd aperer gl Qﬁu'.lmu')."
It wasaremarkable sight for me to see a son
aged 56 years prostrating before his aged
mother every mormiog after finishing his
morning prayers. I§ is a greas religious
daty of the sons to perform the obsequies of
heir parents. A great son of lndia once
observed how ashamed he felt at the mere
recollection of the thought that by living at
o great distance he was disabled from being
present at his mother’s death bed and per-
form her last rites, He added that tne mere
mention of the same brougat tears $o his
eyes, Such s fiial daty. What seems to
be a law of health or legal code has been
enjoined on him as a Vedic sanction, religi-
ous belief or moral code.
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In discharging the onerous respoansibilify
for the welfare of a large joint family of
children, men and women, young and old,
relations distant and near, he is inspired by
a bond of affection and a keen desirs to
preserve the oneness of the famuly.

Alter a day's work in enervating heal,
his mind seeks a cool place of rest both for
physical and wental relaxation, In this
period of so called rest, his mind wanders
about and he begins to meditate upon
strange phenomena in Nature and in crea-
tione Thus the home, Nature around, the
social setting and all the human activities
going on for the welfare of society have
been good, healthy educational inflaences.
Teaching by the concrete, the training of
the senses, the story method, the play-way,
the dramasic me.hod, the individaal mathod,
the activity programms, correlated work,
the basic plaa have all been studied throush
children and lesrnt$ as best fitted for child-
ren. The methods which are to be used
at proper stages and ages of children’s edu-
eation have been pracused in a normal way
wishout any educational code aad withoub
aa institutioa as a school.

Niiti-shaastra says that children should be
treated as Kiags tull they reacn five years.
The Gitas teashes that the miad gatas
knowledge wish the heip of the five senses
and that the worKing of the senses has to be
controlled.

In Thirukkural we read :
gy Qaiiu s s b uwallalp
Quiiyzr; ddewer sais s

Ia short, the educatioa of man needs

literary pucrsuits, vocational gaidaace, oitie
zenship traiming and culsaral educatioa.

IV. Tar MAKg.oP OF THE HoME
AND THEE MAN

Houses, baildings, bridges, temples and
towers buils out of matectals of the soul
sach as stones, brick, morcar ete, have
withstood the sun and rala all these years
and many of them stand as living moog-
ments evea to this day.



The Marmalong bridge on the Adyar near
Saidepet, built in 1726 with indigenous
materials, even now stands unimpaired in
spite of the great heavy traffic during the
war period and race seasons of the modern
days. Within a period of 40°years, it has
withstood two unprecedented floods, Instan«
¢es are not wanting to show that buildings
and bridges of very recent build, of newer
materials not of the soil and also of artifi-
cial materials, have cracked and come down,
Bome of them are undergoing repairs all
through the year, Artificial and imported
things do not thrive in this soil. They are
unnecessary and a8 waste, Is it not a
wonder that anicuts built in the time of
Chola kings still survive ?

Planting of shady trees on both sides of a
sandy or metalled road have greatly helped
peaestrians and pilgrims in thelc walks and
long journeys. But a few minutes walk on a
tarred road with bare feet will bring tears
to the eyess How far does such s road
belp in respect of the health of the pedese
trians and the public? Time and experi~
ence alone will have to determine and tell,

It is for medical experts to say how the
heat of the tarred rcad and the glare of the
dazzling light are injurious to the eyes in
particular and to norwal health in general,
Perhaps, these roads are intended tor cars
ooly, while pedestrians must wslk on the
side pavements; Even then the radiation
of heat is sure to tell upon their health,
The men in the wheeled vehicles too will
bave to share the same, The cement oon.
crete road has at least less glare and heat
than the tarred road.

A temple in the centre with a lofty tower
is an indispensable adjuoot to a village,
Ancient Rajas considered i% to be their
foremost duty in uphfting their dear subjects.
The way in which houses are located in
Btrects indicate the corporate life of the
villagers and the essential matual co-
operation in times of prosperity or adver
sity, The whole village will go into
rejoicing at & marrisge 1 ome house or
into mourning at some death in another,

The plan of the dwelling houses with a
pia! ia front, & courtyard in $he centre and
® kitchen garden ot $he bagk has its own
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significance, A pial is a resting place for
strangers apd for the inmates on some
evenings and also a sleeping place for
visitors, relations and friends, ) In the day,
air and light have fall sway in the house,
The open-air courtyard is a place like the
beach, Daring times of feats and festivals
it acts as a common meeting place, a dining
hall and a reception hall. Some also have
special puja rooms, The Kitchen garden
will have some space reserved for vegete
ables and greens, and some space for
finwering plants, Flowers are considered
pecessary for worship and decoration,
Watering, sweeping, cleaning and decorating
the street and the "house front is the very
first aot of the housewife for the day,

There is domething remarkable in the
conduct of the housebold, The mother
displays very great skill in directing her
attention to a good number of things at the
same time, The crying ohild, the needy
children, daily worship, the kitchen,
storing of provisions, servants of the house-
hold, attention to elders, occasional calls of
her husband, active planning for the
morrow, silent planning for s gdomestic
function weeks hence, catering to the
visitors, turning & charitable ear to the
beggar ia the street, s}l draw her attention.
A very great model lesson to the modern
educated women !}

Ip spite of her lack of educaticn in any
ordinary school and much less in a modern
Montessori school, her senses are always
alert due to the training she received at the
hands of her presents and grand-parents in
her home. In the make-up of the house
and in the conduct of all functions in the
house, there is present an abundant atmos-
phere for the co-ordinated trawsing of the
senses and mnot ome particular sense being
singled ont or overiooked,

The greatness of the Indian homse is
entirely due to the greatness of these great
women, doing their work in a very skilled
and planned way, though in an unostentae
tious manner, The way in which they
store provisions a¢ the proper seasons, the
manoer 1n which they preserve pickles and
dried things for future use, the variety of
methods in whigh they prepare and cook
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the greens and cereals, all demand very
close scrutiny at the hand of the modern

mother,

Thus the makesup of the home in its
entirety bas 8 beneficial influence on the
growth and development of the children nf
the home, May the educator copy the
example in the education of the child in
the modern school ! ]

The enervating heat of the day combined
with the Inevitable open air life in fields,
farms and gardens and other places of
buman activity thrrugh manual labounr
make the average citizen too tired in the
ovening. He prefers some relaxation, a
good bath, a good mesl and a good sleep.
Such 3 Jife for the past so,mapy genera.
tions has made him necessarily neglect his
literary tastes, As these conditions still
exist, education has to be given daring
off-work time and off work seasons and by
s method which will give him a sort of
relaxation and rejuvenation. Even in off-
seasons, they have their own domaestic
affairs, travel, house building, visits near and
far and other things necessitated by the
avocations, seasons and family ties,

Temples and rivers are very sacred and
considered vary essential for life and living,
¢ Corifefonr emfle gulgés Casmrimd ™’
¢ ghdoen eagisges urg’s The kKings have
their own temples dedicated to their family
deities in and around their capital cities and
sometimes within their palaces themselves,

. Lock how the Raja and his brother walk
bare bodied, leading a temple procession !
The temples spread over the length and
breadth of the country indicate how they
yearned to inculcate spiritual ideals in their
subjects. Not only the Sug, bat all the
planets have their worship in the temple
and honse as a corollary to the belief that
life itself is controlled by the planets.
Ancient Rajas styled themselves as descen-
dants of the ei:her the Sun Lord or the
Moon Lord,

The annual temple fairs and festivals are
attended by thousands of devotees from all
parts of the couatry, The Rajas themselves
take a leading part in them, [hough thess
are far from perfection, yet they malka the

common people ‘God-minded’. God by
whatever name He may be called, is the
maker, the director and the ruler of the five
elements.

Baths in oopbpection with feasts and
festivals and pilgrimages are considered to
be not only for bodily purity, but also as
fore-runners to piety and as peoances for
ke expiation of sins, After a day's work
in the enervating heat of the sun, the
worker paturslly retires to a cool place both
for physical and mental relaxation—a pial
eorper, a shady tree, a cool spat on the
river bank and even a lovely spot in the
gtreet under the moonlight, Even in this
period of uoslinyed rest his mind wonders
sbout some strange phenomena of Nature
and the Author who is the master of

Nature,

The country’s folk stories and epios have
contributed their best towards the edas
cation and culture of the race, They exercise
great fascination oa the young and old,
men snd women, adults and children. The
children of the soil have an amazingly good
faith io the great epics. The same laith,
admiration and adoration are handed down
to posterity. Itis for men to assimilate and
practise the ideals set forth in these epics
throngh examples and precepts. It was
Mahatmaji's idea to establish Ramarajya on
the Indian soil, and all his talk to the
masses started with the chanting of Rama~
Nams. It was given to him to spread this
enchanting name after Thulasidoss ia the
North and Theagaraja in the Sounkh,

Some slight controversies io modera
times only strengthen the faith in the
shoughts contained in these valuable works,
The country’s proverbs, which are the
outcome of ripe experience and matare
thinkiog, were handed dowa from mouth to
mouth and still form the gems of langaage.
They ace there just to awaksn asd brighten
uo the ordinary folk. These ceatrs rouod
Nature and haman natace, aad relate to all
stages of aen and all avoocations ia bLife.

Iiol-worship aad dedicatisn to oae deity
ara only a masas to @& higher ead. Iaa
tales relating ta tha gods and goddessss are
so intertwined and cg-ordinated that at the
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end they sall lead to the oneness of God and
speak about the glory of the Unseen, Tha
oneness of the Supreme Being will be
revesled also by the symbolic representation
of a raised finger by the two divine figures,
the guardians at the gate of the inner
sanotom sanctorium of any big shrine. The
smiling but the majestic, serene and medije
tative pose of these divine figures cannot
but be amazing and awe-inspiring to any
casual isitor,

INDIVIDUALISM VERSUS COLLEQTIVISH,

The sun, moon and rain extend their
benefits of light, lustrs and water to the
fullv-grown tamarind tree in flowers. Bat
sll flowers in a fully blossomed tamariad
tree do not yield fruit, Other circume
stances in Nature creep ine The morning
dew falls. Some flowers withstand it, and
some succumb to it, SBome wither very
early and some fade away late, and very
few bear fruit. Even then, many young
fruits drop down soon when the fruits are
ripe, some do not have the edible somr
essepce inside. In its place, a cork-lice
thing appears. In some, the corkiike thiag
too gets charred and black. This is an
example in Natare to show the amount of
differences in spite of the ideal of equal

opportunities to all by the sun, moon and-

rain. Hven when equal Opportunities are
given, other circumstances in Nature stand
in the way of development, Bpecial oppor-
tunities sre to be given then. Evea here,
all are not able to avail of thess special
privilegese Man is too small, humble and
conservative to remake Nature in its natg-
ral setting. Unseen circumstances 1o Natare
have to aid a man’s earnest efforts in solving
these unsolved problems. A father, whether
with limited rescurces or unlimited resour-
ces, is unable to give all his children egual
treatment and equal opportunities. Even
special facilities are not well utiliseds Tne
large vumbers in Natare and the abseace
of provision of special faailities for this
large number stand as stambiing blocks,
however geanine cur desire may bé or how.
ever nobie the cause may be. The mystes
ries of Nature are not yet revealed to s
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But we have to do everything for the
realisation of the ideal. Bat the ideal is
far from the practical, as this is a compli-
cated and kaotty problem and highly intri.
cate for man. We have pious and noble
soals, seers and saints who have set gus
ideals in this respect and showa practical
ways. It is through honest service for the
poor and down-trodden, by men and women
who feel this urge, however high they may
be placed in society, that the initiative
ought to be given.

In his life as a householder, as a public
person, and as an individual, he has leaent
to practise detachmeat in attachmeant, a Very
strange phenomenocn in modern life, To
this day, this rare characteristic san be
perceived, He rejices in daty leaving the
result to God, Truth alone triumphs 1 his
Vedic, religious and moral code. Tha
make ap of the whole man can be summed
up io the following way,

He believes in the oneness of the Creator,
in spite of the diversities in creation, He
sees the cycle of creation in wmore things
than one. Hoe is entrancad at the miracles
of the mysterions force. At last ho abides
by the unseen divine law as somsthing
insurmountable and yet he kaows that man
must put forsh his full effort in achieving
his heart’s wish. The belef in soui-force
is something uaique. He chants the verse
of benediction which ends in the hapoy
wish, “Let all people on eatth be happy.”’

The householder has by his upbringing
been habitnated to weigh his life of actions
is the balance of Dharma, His absolute
surrender to the Bupreme Being, wnea in
insolubie mentat coaflict or distress, gives
him solace and comfort, Every act1s to
the Beahmin and not to himseif,

The make-up of the soil below with the
benevolent sag in the sBy above, the make-
up of $he home and the make-ap of the
fall nan mass natarally weigh 1a the edaca.
$1o0al make-ap of modern caildren for the
preseat aad the future, * May these children
1ohecit the rionest tresures 1a the material,

moral and spiritaal world' 13 our sole prayer.
$o the Almigaty,

R Coap——



Editorial

Not so very iong agod Imuseums were
regarded as being intended either for the
ignorant to marvel and

Musenins  wonder at or for the experts
and toincrease their already full
Education stock of Ekpowledge, Bat

recently with the movement

in education away from books, there has been
a tepdency to make use of museums as aids
to edncation, In a recent issue of Occasional
Papers in Education by the Educational
Clearing House, Unesco, Paris, the question
is dealt with in a series of instructive articles,
Dr, Douglas A. Allen, Director, Royal
Scottish Musenm in Edinburgh, points out
that musenms are primarily storebouses of
samples of cur world—* the minerals, rocks
and fossils of the solid earth, the vegetation
which finds a foothold on 1ts surface, the
vast assemblage of life that thrives on land
and sea, and mankind which after so long a
struggle has won & certain dominion OVer its
habitat,” He asks: ¢ Where cap one find an
opitome of the wild life of the district, its
rocks, scenery, and natural resources, the
evidencd of human settlement and the rise
of crafts and industries? In a good local
museum.., ........ Whera can ome indalge
one’s curiosity and imagination regarding
distaps parts of the earth, the denizens of the
ocean depths or the nature of subterranean
lavas?...In a well served national museam”,
He goes on tc sum up the role of the
museum in education thus: * There is
pracucally no subject of study, exclusive of
abstract ideas, which cannot be taugbt with
greater realism and & certain amonat of
simplification, if the exposition is done with

demonstrations of real things such as mount.

ed apimals, armour and furnitore, models

of real things such as ships, engines and

farms., The educator can have all these at

bis disposal in agood musenm. Moreover,

he has not only the things, but aiso their

background. The habitat group of birds

shows perhaps nature’s camouflage, the

sharp claws and curving beak of the carni-

vore, the webbed feet and shovel bull of the

squatic dweller, the egge and the onicks.

Prehistoric implements depict Man the

Foodegatherer, Man the Huater: aud Man

the Settler, making use of the available
pataral resourcese The African witch-
doctor’s outfit reflects man’s reactios to his
world, his balief in higher powers, and his
acceptance of ritual to placate them, The
maodel engine epitowizes man’s ingenuity in
contriving a series of wheels and levers ope.
rated by nataral powers and harnessed to do
his will, Nor are the results confined merely
to an sccess of knowledgs in the individual,
for an interest aroused in biology may well
lead to an active support of societies for the
preservation of the wild life of the country-
side, while an awakened apreciation of local
history may bring a new recrnit for the
protection of old lJandmarks and noteworthy

buildipgs. Museum exhibitions of trades
and crafts down the centuries evoked pride
in skill and tradition in the exponents and

may help young folk to find their metier. In

the more sophist:icated countries, the how and

the wby of so many things in everyday life

from public transport to public health, so

Iargely teken for granteds offer possibilities

for edacational exhibits with far.reaching

results: elewhere they may indicate that

great ends may come from simple begionings,

and that the fundamental rules that govern

man's existence sre relatively simple and

of wide application. Oar museums can go

further, for they can direct attention to see

many methods of employing leisure satis-

factorily and happily, earicaing the fields

of 1ndividual experioce, They can display

objects of great beauty offeriog $he wonder-

ful experience of inspiration, with the more

lasting guifts of critical judgement and high

standaras of tastes While they do not

directly inculcate morals, their exhibitions

can ab least show the story of man’s strug.

gles, defeats and conquests, of the survival

of cultares aud ideals only at the prica of

ceaseless vigilance and the acceptance of

certsin disciplines and duties.”

In India, the museum is rarely usad by
gohool pupils except as & place to which
they may go on a exoursion now and then,
But with the outloock engendered by basic
edacation, we should be in a position to make
a better age of our museums.
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Dr. L, Mukherji has drawn attention to
the disproportionate amount spent on edu-~
calionsl inspection in India
Economy in in Fducation. In the latest
Educational budget for Uttar Pradesh,
Budgeting: it is as great as 4, 877 of the
total expenditure on educa-
tlon. This compares unfavourably with
4.01% in 1926, pot to speak of the 0,77 of
United States and 0.47 of Bwedens Moree
over, this figure does not include the amount
spent on such work by municipalities.
Dr. Mukherji calculates that inspection may
account for as much as 6}, of the educational
budget, He suggests that panels of a semi-
official agency may be entrusted with the
actual inspection work upder the direction
of inspectors and inpectresses. It is propos-
ed that the panels for basic schools may be
thade up of senior membars from the staff
of Government and aided schools and
headmasters. For secondary schools, the
panel may consist of the principal of a
normal school or a member of the staff of a
college near by and the head of an aided
secondary insititation from an adjoining
distriot. Each panel may be entrusted with
the work of inspecting half a dozen instie
tations. Dr. Mukherj’s suggestion is novel,
but it is worth serious consideration, as it
promises to do something to solve the
financial stringency which has stood in the
way of our educational advance.

Itis one of the fallacies popularly ches
rished about the teachers that they enjoy

holidays on an unusuoally

Teacher's  generous scale and very ine
Working considerable hours of work,
Hours. This is exposed by 8ri 8,

Palaniswami in the Septem.
ber issue of the New Education. He quotes

8 letter from a Lanchashire reader in g
recent issue of the T'it-bils, as illustrating
this attitnde. * Reading about teachers
demanding rises in salaries,” says this
reader, *“ makes me gasp with astonish.
ment. They get 17 weeks holiday every
year with full pay, while productive work.
ers ask for a modest two weeks "', As against
this, Sri Palaniswami sets ont the result of
» careful survey conducted by the Grammar
Bchool teachers of Bweden in 1949.50 about
their hours of work, This survey showed
that the average teacher worked for 2017
hours, while the average civil servant
worked only for 1800 hours and the manual
labourer for 2275 hours. The teacher’s
working hours were made up of 807 hours
of teacking, 874 hours of correction, 459
hours of preparation, 188 hours of welfare
work and 223 hours of general reading to
keep himself up-to~date, The teacher found
himself completely free for only one Bunday
in four. As 8r1 Palaniswamy ponts our,
a survey of this kind here will find our
teachers 1o & similar position, It is unfor-
tuate that the teacher carrying so heavy a
barden of work is so poorly recompeénsed,

g
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