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éa/l'{ow’a/ (Mo es.

THIS year has been an eventful one for the College in many
ways. Transfers were rather on a large scale. We reluctantly
bid farewell to Sri S. Lakshminarayana Iyer, our Principal and
twelve other members of the staff. We welcomed happily into
our midst Sri Syed Yakub as Principal, coming as he did with the
rich experience of presiding over the destinies of a big college in
the capital city. We welcomed with pleasure the fresh blood on

the staff as well,

Principal 8. Lakshminarayana Iyer went on fransfer to the
Raja’s College, Pudukkottai after two years of meritorious service.
The members of the staff to whom it had been given to serve
along with him will always remember his devotion to duty, his
imaginative and humane approach to questions, his love of learn-
ing and above all, his interest in teaching. His students past and
present will always cherish him in their memories as an inspired
and inspiring teacher. Those who have heard him on the platform
marvel at the width of his interests ranging from Science to
Philosophy and Literatures in English, Tamil and Sanskrit.
1s he not the ideal scholar,

“Who, noti content that former worth stand fast,
Liooks forward, persevering to the last,
From well to better, daily self surpast.” ?

May he live long to serve the cause of education in an ever

increasing measure !

Our new Principal Sri Syed Yakub stepped in in August
last. Reports of his striot and efficient administrative skill
travelled to Kumbakonam before he came and prepared the
atmosphere for his arrival. That had an altogether wholesome
influence on all the people in the college, Efficiency and discipline
are his watchwords and no wonder many fear him—for, are not
these two attributes so rare as o appear alien to human nature?
His sympathy and benignity are perhaps known only to
those who move intimately with him.
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Devotion to duty to the extent of placing the college before
the home, drive for greater all round efficiency and more than all,
love of the human material which they have been entrusted with,
are some of the outstanding common qualities of these two

Principals. May be experience convinced them, as it did
‘Wordsworth, to believe

“Serene will be our days and bright,
And happy will our nature be
‘When love is an unerring light,

And joy its own security.”

This college with its glorious past and rich traditions has
always been lucky in securing the services of devoted and great
souls gs Principals and teachers. The tradition of eminent
scholarship is unbroken. The Doctorate Degree secured by
Mr. A. S. Ramanathan is quite in keeping with the traditions.
He deserves our congratulations. At the same time it is rather
uncomfortable to remember that the new degree has weaned him

from the Department and has sent him seeking, fresh ‘fields and
pastures new’!

There has been a tradition about the distinoction won by our
students too. The Rt. Hon. Srinivasa Sastri Gold Medal for
oratory has been won by a III B. A, student; a student of IV B, A.
was the second best orator in Sanskrit in the University; two of
our volley ball players have had the distifction of representing
the Madras University in Inter-University tournament,

It is little wonder that students of this college love their

Alma Mater and each chants with gratitude at the time of his
departure,

“When I go from hence let this be my parting word,
that what I have seen is unsurpassable.

I have tasted of the hidden honey of this lotus that
expands on the ocean of light and that I am blessed.”

Three year Degree courses: (@itangali)

1t is olear that the introduction of the three year degree
courses has given to the student world and to the general public
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a jolt, perhaps a badly needed jolt, The tendency tio ge admitted
to Intermediate without a definite plan for higher studies was
becoming rather common, To some parents admission of their
children to Intermediate after their school career was the only
alternative to keeping them at home until they got somse
employment. To many students the course was a half way house
between school education and employment. Only twenty five
per cent of those in Intermediate went up to Arts and Science
degree courses; about fifteen per cent scrambled up to medical and
engineering studies and the rest, after full or partial sucocess in
Intermediate, competed with the matriculates for the last grade
ministerial service! They grew wiser after wasting two years and
a good deal of money that this wastage could have been avoided
with a certain amount of planning.

The reorganisation in university education has made all the
concerned people realise that the Pre-University course is meant
for those who go up to degree courses and for the rest the halting
stage is come. This awakening on the part of the students and
their parents obviates the huge national waste of youthful energy
and parents’ money in pursuit of an incomplete course called
the Interraediate,

The students who come to Pre-university course do so with
the intention of going yp to degree course. That awareness gives
them an earnestness in studies which was not so commonly seen
in Intermediate students. I am sure collegiate teachers will admit
that this earnestness on the part of the students has had a very
healthy influence on discipline in institutions. At any rate that
earnestness and self-restraint we find in the fresh scholars of

this college.

The place of English in our Universities

‘While a tornado was raging in the political sphere about the
position of English in India, the All India English Teachers’
Conference met under a clear sky in Hyderabad. The Governor
of Andhra inaugurated the Conference and Prof. V. K. Ayappan
Pillai, Secretary of the Inter-University Board, presided. Both
the great men recognised the absolute need for continuing English
in India and advised extreme caubion in atbempting to replace it
as medium of instruction in Universities.

1
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The Prime Minister of India in his message to the Con-
ference said...... *“ But inevitably because of our association with
English for more than 100 years and because English is the most
widely used language in the world today, we must keep up our

koowledge of it and that language should be of a fairly good
standard”.

A careful analysis of the language question would reveal
that English is bound to be replaced by the regional language as
medium of instruction in Universities while as a compulsory

language of study in schools and colleges, it will continue
indefinitely in India.

The tendency to discontinue instruction in English medium
in Universities appears to be irresistible and perhaps it would be
better to adopt a slow procedure in switching over to another
medium, however inevitable it might appear. The harm that
results from any hasty procedure in this matter will affect genera-
tions of students during the periods of their study and after.

English Literature Seminar

The English Literature Seminars organised by the British
Council in the cities of Delhi, Calcutta, Bombay and Madras
recently were of rare educative value to the teachers of English in
India, who attended the seminars. Prof. Geoffrey Bullough of
London University and Prof. Solo de Pinto of Nottingham Univer-
sity delivered a number of lectures on Shakespeare, nineteenth
century literature and twentieth century poetry and led discus-
sions. The opportunities that were given for having personal and
group discussions with these Professors about literary subjects
were indeed unique. To those who could not be benefited by a
regular course in one of the British Universities, life with the
Professors for eleven days gave a stimulating idea of what they
were missing and ab the same time offered them some consolation.

The visiting Professors s
their contact with the de
Madras. They remarked

ppeared to be most pleased about
legates who attended the Seminar af
that in the Madras Seminar they met
with greater reserve and more thought provoking response than
in other centres. It was quite flatering to believe that the tribute
was sincere and deserved



The Science Congress

The 45th session of the All India Science Congress took
place in Madras just when the Knglish Literature Seminar was
going on. The session with its two thousand delegates from all
over India, meeting in the huge pandal in the University campus
provided an impressive sight. Prime Minister Mr. Nehru in the
course of his inaugural address referred to the responsibility of
the scientists and the duty of the public to look upon science as
truth and not blame it for the foolish way it was employed by man.
Prof. M. 8. Thacker gave a rousing appeal to scientists to serve
the country and sociesty with a spirit of service and pleaded for
better treatment to the scientists., He wanted the public to be
taught that the scientist was not separate as a class from the
people, that science was a human enterprise and it was basically
a methodological approach to understanding. If only these words
of wisdom were seriously believed in and practised, the world

would indeed be a befter and happier place to live in !
R. Sundara Raju.



ANNUAL REPORT

PRESENTED BY THE PRINCIPAL
on the College Day, 10—2—1958.

Sri Ramiah Pillai, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me very great pleasure to extend a hearty welcome
to the Chief guest, Sri Ramiah Pillai. and the other guests, who
have responded to our invitation and are attending the function
to-day. Let me express my feelings of gratitude to the Chief guest
for having congented to preside over this function. On my behalf

and on behalf of the college I thank him and the other guests
assembled here.

Let me present a brief report of the activities of the
college during the year 1957—58.

The Government College, Rumbakonam, the Cambridge of
South lndia as it is called, is one of the premier institutions and
the oldest first grade college in the District. This citadel of
learning imparts knowledge to 717 men and 68 women students
this year. Our college is affiliated to the Madras University in
Mathematics, Economics and Tamil groups for the B. A. and in
Chemistry, Physics and Mathematics for the B. Se. Degrees.
Cousequent on the re-organisation of courses of studies, the Inter-
mediate course was abolished and the Pre-University course was
introduced even last year. With the introduction of Three year
Degree courses, our college got affiliation in Tamil and Economics
as the Main subjects fcr the B. A, Degree and in Mathematics,
Physics and Chemistry as the Main subjects for the B. Se. Degree.

It is hoped that History Main for the B. A. may be started next
year.

This year there bhave been many transfers of members
of the staff. To make mention of a few, my predecessor
Sri S. Lakshminarayanan was transferred to Govt. Raja’s College,
Pudukottah, Sri A. Krishnamurti, Lecturer in Tamil left for
Moseow and Sri 8. Krishnaswamy, Lecturer in Physies was
transferred to Madras., Dr. A.S. Ramanathan left the Depart-
ment. Sri R. Sundararaju, Lecturer in En

glish has been appointed
tke Sub-Warden of the Hostel attached to the college.
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With regard to the University Examination results this
year, we had about 50 percent passes in the Pre-University
Examination. There has been slight improvement in the results
of Intermediate, B. A. and B. Se. Degree Examinations over those
of the previous year.

College Union and other Associations

BEarly this year, when the admissions to the different classes
were over, election of Office-bearers for the College Union and the
geveral sectional Associations was held. One notable feature of
this year is that many office-bearers have been unanimously
elected, and this shows the growing spirit of toleration and
go-operation among the students,

. The College Union was inaugurated in a colourful fanotion
by Sri M Viswanathan, M. A., Principal, A. V. C. College, Mayuram
on 80th August, 1957. Independence Day and Centenary of the
Pirst Freedom Struggle were celebrated in a fitting manner on
15-8-'57. A condolence Resolution was passed on the sudden
demise of Sri A.J. John, Governor of Madras. Debates wers
conduoted which evoked great interest among students. The
Wild Life Week, the U, N. O. Day and the Republic Day were also
celebrated. The Rt. Hon. V.S, Srinivasa Sastri Oratorical contest,
in which many colleges parbicipated, was conduoted. I may add
with pleasure thaf V. Srinivasan of our college was adjudged first
for the coveted Gold medal. Besides a number of men and women
students won prizes in other Essay and oratorical contests.

There were many activities in the several Sectional Asso-
ciations, The Tamil Peravai, after its inauguration, held a number
of extra-ordinary meetings. Under the auspices of the Peravai ‘the
Thirukkural Arangu’ and ‘the Ilakya Arangu’ are doing great
gervice to Tamil. The ‘Thiravalluvar Day’ was celebrated as a
“Muththamizh Vizha” on 25th and 26th of January. Many
prominent men participated. The ‘Vizha' was very well attended.
The men and women students staged and presented two different
plays to the packed and peaceful audienge.

Other Sectional sister Associations like the English, the

Mathematios and Science, the History and FEoconomics, the
Samskrita Samajam and the Hindi Maha Mandal were duly
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inaugurated. The Leotures of Mr. Billows, Capt- T. Murugaiyan,
Sri P.K.S. Raja, the mono-acting of Shakespearian Scenes, the
celebration of Ramanujam Day were some of the highlights,
besides a number of extra-ordinary meetings in which the students
and the members of the staff took a lively interest. Almost all
the meetings were well attended and the students derived immense
benefit. We are going to have a combined valedictory function for
all the Associations on a grand scale, when prizes will be awarded

to the winners in the oratorical contests held under the auspices
of the various associations.

Athletic Association

The Athletic Association, as usual, has been active. The
Canoe Club undertook a tour up to Trichi in the middle of Septem-
ber last. The Annual Begatta took place in October under the
presidentship of Sri L. R. Adige, District Superintendent of Police,
Tanjore, who also distributed the trophies to the winners. During
the year the members took part and distinguished themselves in
almost all the tournaments like the Inter-Collegiate tournaments,
Inter-Divisional = Sportsmeet, and the University Centenary
Commemoration tournaments conducted by different colleges
The Volley ball team won many laurels, including the Ma,dra.s;
Umniversity Championship. It is a matter of gratification that our
Volley ball players, Abdul Sathar and DPerumal, represented the
University in the Inter-University tournaments. The Badminton
Team won in many tournaments, tho mosb.importsamtJ of which was
the finals in the inter-collegiate tournaments, Trichy Division.
The Football team also had many laurels. A, Sheik Dawood of
Pre-University class stood second in the Trichy Divisional Sports
and the Annamalai University Sports meet. It is also gratifying
that V. Sanjeevi of III B. A. was the champion of our District and

represented the District in the State. Badminton and Tennikoit
teams qi the women students were runners-up in the Madras
University South Zone tournaments.

Social Service League

The League has been doing wood work,
distribute milk, sweets, etc. and dogpr%pag&nda on ggglig cﬁ:ﬁgieiri
a number of nearby villages. They also pay visits to she local
Government Hospital, distribute old periodicalsand give encourage-
ment to the ailing. The National Children’s Day was ocelebrated
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on 14th November with pomp and splendour. Nearly 2000 children
from a number of local schools participated. Sweets, fruits and
Tea were distributed. Sports and variety entertainment were
held for the children. The members of the league also helped in
the sale of T. B. seals.

National Cadet Corps.

The first activity of the company during this year was
the Social Service Camp held at Pallappatti. In the begiuning
of the year, Lieut. A. Krishnamurti left the company, and
Capt. V. S. Angappan was transferred. Capt. V. Ramakrishnan is
in-charge of the company now. Arrangements are lhikely to be
made for combining this college and Rajah Sarfoji College, Tanjore
to form the Kumbakonam Independent company. I have great
pleasure to rote that oune of the cadets, under officer K. Gopala-
krishnan was selected to participate in the Republic Day parade
held at Delhi.

Under the Audio-Visual education scheme a number of
interesting and instructive films were exhibited. Under the
auspices of the University Extension Board, lectures wers
delivered on important and illuminating topics like ‘Geography
and Tamil literature’, ‘The Sputniks’, ‘Bvolution of Shakespeare’s
Miud’. The Tuborial system has been working satisfactorily and
progress reports have been sent periodically to parents and
guardians concerned.

[ thank the Kumbakonam College Old Boys Association
for the interest it has been taking in the progress of the college,
and for the large number of prizes and scholarships it is awarding
to deserving students of this college.

In couelusion I should thank the members of the staff
for their co-operation and assistance in carrying on the adminis-
tration of this institution. I also thank the Head-clerk and the
office establishment for their good work during the year. T express
great satisfaction ab the good conduct of the students throughout
the year. I wish the senior students, who will be leaving the
institution shortly, success in their examinations and in their
life. 1 exhort them to conduct themselves, wherever they be,
in sach & Way as to enhance the prestige of their Alma Mater
~—~Government College, Kumbakonam.

JAI HIND



The Dream Bride

—————

The purple morn creeps on the golden corn,
Arises lazing dew from the emerald lawn,
The budding rose stretiches her scented arms,
Hark! blushing bride, Your lover longs.

The drowsy songbird revels in his song
Pipes to his mate “ Ye dreamer come along”

The humming bees swimming on the flower
March and throng to the bridal bower.

The rushing brook tarries all the night
To caress thy charms and gush with delighs,
Cling to thy warmth, grow dizzy in the dawn,
Ere thy maids arrive and busily adorn.

The waning moon at thy splendour shy
Unseen by thee, peeps thro’ the sky

Thou matchless maid, to marry and thrive,
Awake my bride ere the guests arrive.

All gold and jewel sure dazzle thy -robes,
Stars of heaven do glitter in thy lobes,
Angel there be with lustre and sheen
Lovely and sweet like my slumbering Queen?

Even babes in arms bubble with joy,

At the flaming Orb, to them a shiny toy
The land is awake, for long awake

This is the day! my beloved, awake!

The peacocks dance with pomp and pride,
The zephyr is racing to espy my bride;
Lo! Sweetest dream, my sweet divine,
Wilt thou arise, dream bride of mijne!

P. K. Ramaswamy,
Assocrate Editoe,



Education to Youth

By
S. Rajavely, IV B. Se.

“INOTHING in Education is so astonishing as the amount of
ignorance it acocumulates in the form of inert facts” said Henry

Adams.

Nowadays the educational system is so mechanised that it
brings forth only students of set moulds who are unable to keep
pace with the country’s progress. If education really means
something, then the qualities which are inherent in man should

be brought ouf,

True education lies in the training of all the senses instead
of merely cramming the mind with memorized knowledge.
Education ought to release the fountain of creative energy which
never fails to construct even when it destroys. So, the value of
constructive extra curricular activities is stressed more and more
to encourage the. students to think correctly, soientifically and
logically and to make them self reliant and strong, healthy and
happy and rich with the consciousness of the cultural traditions
and great inheritance of their own country.

Oh! talk not to me of a name great in story,
The days of our youth are the days of our glory.

Thus Byron proclaims the glory of youth. It is the youth
of our country who are going to shape not only their own future
but the future of the country as well. The stalwart band of leaders
who brought freedom to “this blessed spot, this earth, this realm,
this ‘[ndia’ ", have all gone away or are nearing the evening of their
lives. So, the education to youths should give them training in
character and discipline for future leadership. Any organised
community should have discipline of the body, thought and
action, otherwise they come into conflict. “Indiscipline,” says

2
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Mr, Nehru, “is worse than murder, for that involves the degrada-
tion of the spirit and vulgarity of mind”. The work done by 1:;he
N.C.C. in this aspect is praiseworthy, for this organisation

enables youths to imbibe discipline during their educational
career,

Many people do not know where the limitation of their
liberty lies and responsibility begins. Should they stress on their
rights not realising their duties, then the country will go to pieces;
that is the tragic fact about some countries. Educated youth
should realise well that every person is free as long as his actions
do not restrict the freedom of others and the co-ordination of all

creative forces can be brought about only when we fulfil our duties
to our nation.

Young people are not rigid. They are flexible in body and
mind. They are not yet tied down by dogmas. Flexible they
should be, but flexibility does not mean either servility or
flabbiness of mind. Proper education convinces a youth of the
basic kinship and affinity of spirit among his Indian brethren
and gives the inspiration of inner unity behind the seeming
diversity of Indians. India contains various races, religions,
castes and sub-castes and thus it is a small world in itself; but
there is an inner current of unity which.unifies all the people.
The unity of India, if it is more than a political’ slogan has to be
made real in our lives by a conscious effort on our part to know
more and more of our own people. This can be achieved only by
proper education to our youths. The educated youth should
disapprove of all separatist tendencies and develop comradeship
and fraternity. Thus education stresses the milk of human kind-

ness and comradeship and thus releases the creative energy which
is latent in the youths.

Education should also aim at developing the spirit of service
to the nation in the youths. India is a poor country where most
of the people are have-nots. No political miracle can be built on
the quicksands of inequality, slavery and superstition. The
pyramid of civilization can hardly be built on the subjection and
de-humanization of the masses, the helpless, illiterate, hungry
beasts of burden who do not enjoy even the minimum in food,
clothing and education; and who are deprived of everything that
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makes life worthliving, Uplift of the masses can be brought to
some extent through social service. Youth labour camps stress
the value of service to the poor and to the country. It is the duty
of every modern youth. Any youth who thinks that manual
labour is shameful is a criminal against society.

The education thus imparted not only makes good citizens of
our youth but also moulds good leaders out of them. “Eternal
vigilence is the price of liberty.” To safeguard our liberty the
masses should be awakened, which is feasible only by efficient
leadership. The leaders should spring forth mostly from
university students who having got their training should shine in
after years as champions of the masses like a Hampden or &

Cromwell.

In the world’s broad field of battle,
In the bivouac of life,
Be not like dumb driven cattle !

Be g hero in the strife!
— Longfellow

Now we find greed, hatred and violence masquerading under
high-sounding names. Frenzied and ignorant masses are led to
degeneration and death., This will not be the case under a leader
who leads the masses jo.worthy ends thro’ worthy means.

In the system of education to youths the importance of
giving compulsory military training cannot be brushed aside.
“What light is to eyes, what air is to lungs, what love is to heart,
liberty is to the soul of man™ said Ingersoll. Should we profeat
our freedom, the youths ought always to be prepared to defend
our country whatever source the aggression may come from.
Though the N. C. C. gives military training to willing students,
it should be made compulsory to all to defend the honour of this
nation, ‘this one nation with liberty and justice for all’. Thus
education should mould the youths as champions of freedom,
peace, and non-violence capable of challenging terror, violence and

falsehood.



KABIR

By
B. Guru Rao, I B. Sc.

“A Poet is born, not made”

“No man was ever yet a great poet, without at the same
time being a profound philosopher

(Coleridge)

The life of wise and great Xabir is s mysterious one, There

are two versions relating to his birth. We do not know which
is correct.

Kabir's parents were Neeru and Neema, They were Muslim
weavers. It is said that Kabir was their foster child. One day
Neeru was returning to Kasi from some town. On his way there
was a tank called Laharathara studded with Lotus flowers. When
Neeru came near the tank on a moonlit night, the whole tank 1it
up with a divine radiance all of a sudden and a divine child descen-

ded from heaven into one of the lotuses. Neeru who was childless
took the child home,

The second version is that a Brahmin and his widowed
daughter once went to the saint Ramananda, When the daughter
bowed to the sage, Ramananda inadvertently uttered the blessing
“Let a son be born to you”. The words of the saint could not fail.
A son was born to this widowed daughter. But she threw away
her son into the Laharathara tank and Neeru who was passing

that way took the child home. Thus Kabir’s birth is shrouded in
legendary contradiction.

In “Kabir and the Kabirpanth” Mr. Vescott says that Kabir
studied under a Muaslim Guru. But this may not be true. There
is ample testimony in Kabir's works, that his Guru was the
celebrated sage Ramananda. At first Ramananda refused to take
Kabir as his disciple, So Kabir adopted a trick. He lay hidden
On the steps of the Ganges where Ramananda was accustomed
tio bathe in the dark hours of the morning. The master coming
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down to the water, trod upon his body and exclaimed in astonish-
ment, “Ram, Ram!” When Kabir cried out, the saint taught him the
magical mantra (the nawe of the Lord) which makes man forget
himself and this world. Thus Kabir was initiated as a disciple,

From his own words we know that he got married to a
woman named Loi, though he regarded the woman with hatred.
“We too got married, not knowing what it is. When I knew
1 abandoned her because woman is vile”

In 1549 he went to Magahar leaving Kasi. In that place
itself he breathed his last in 1552. These are the seanty details of

his life available to us.

Kabir's philosophy is a splendid one. He was a born
philosopher. Kabir again and again extols homelife with its
opportunities for love and renunciation and he pours contempt
upon the recluse with beard and matted locks.

“ Ho who seeks Him need not disguise himself as a Yogi nor
need he go far, for he awaits discovery everywhere. Go where
you will, to Mathura or to Banaras. If you do not find your soul,

the world is unreal to you.”

“The musk deer, is intrigued by the smell of musk and
wanders about, not knowing that the smell emanates from within
itself. In a like manner we go in search of God not knowing that
He is within us; that we are part and parcel of Him.”

Kabir’s universe is of three orders: Beooming, Being, and
that which is “ More than being ”, i.e. God. God is actuality. He
is the Omnipresent Reality. He is the “ mind within the mind.”

Kabir is a devotee of Rama. We all recognise Rama as the
son of Dasaratha. But Kabir's Rama has no form, no beginning
and no end, There is no epic about him like the Ramayana.

Kabir says — “I have got Ram, the omnicient, the killer of
all illusions”, Then Kabir gives us some sound advice in very
simple words: — “That thing which we get by nature is as pious
and as good as the milk. But if we get that thing by asking some
one, then it is just like ordinary water and if that something we
get by quarrelling with another it is contemptible like blood.” So
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it is wrong to beg according to Kabir. Here he is one with
Avvaiyar — “ g phus @spsd 7,

‘What Gandhiji preached in the 20th century Kabir said in
the 15th century. All are equals. There is no distinction between
man and man on basis of caste. One is great or mean according
to his knowledge and culture. ‘A true and bold warrior is judged
only by his sword but not by the sheath, Just like this we should not
pay any attention to a man’s caste but judge men for their worth'",

As a believer in the Sufi doctrine we find Kabiradopting the
Sufi style in his poems. The Sufi sages worshipped God after
the manner of Hero-Heroine relationship. If God was regarded as
the hero, the sages were the heroines and vice versa. God was the
lover and the devotee was either the melting maiden pining for her
lover or the yearning hero throbbing for 4 smile from his heart’s
queen. Kabir says: “The love of my beloved is felt everywhere,
I behold it everywhere. I went to look at it and myself became
part of it.” Are man and God one or different? Can man become
or attain God ? Kabir throws light on it.

“ We take a large trough full of water. Also we take s
vessel. Weimmerse the vessel into the trough and the water
enters into the vessel. Now the water inside the vessel and outside
it are oune and the same. By soms mistakesthe vessel breaks. Then
the water in the vessel will mingle with the water in the trough®.

The meaning is crystal clear. The soul does not die. Only
the body dies. Only the vessel breaks. The mortal shackles fall
apart. The soul soars and merges with the universal plastic
whole. This in essence is Kabir'’s philosophy; a philosophy not
arrived at through intensive schooling, but forged by experience
and moulded by a synthesis of the doctrines of Sufism, Buddhisn,
Vaishnavism and Advaitham. He did not say that this is good

or that is bad. He accepted all and picked up the truth in
everything.

In “Poems of Kabir”, Mr. Evelyn Underwill calls Kabir's
wonderful songs as “the spontaneous expressions of his vision and
his love. In these poems a wide range of mystical emotion is
brought into play: from the loftiest abstractions to the mos
intimate and personal realisation of God, "



Our “Cambridge” on Cauveri

Thou nursed us all, Our Alma Mater
Thou taught us worldly life;

Thou art our guide, our elevator,
Above all social strife!

The ricing Sun emits thy fame

Transmitting thy glory moves the breeze;

Yonder floods do chant thy name
Echoed by these venerable trees

‘Whether we in class or foreshore sif
Comes wafting the gentle breeze

Whispering thy fame, to which unite
The swaying majestic trees
Behold the blessed foreshore, where
Ramanujam dreamed and thought,
The twinkling river bends her ear
And dances along with something taught.
And there! the smiles of faces old
Benign from portraits look thro® “all
Those deathless souls would see how rolled
Much time like playful ball

Let all your alumni flourish
Thou Cambridge of the blessed south !

Let all be fruitful ye nourish
Thou noble mother of generations of youth!

R. Ramaseshan, IV B. A,



| Try to Contribute
By
S. Gurumurthy, B. A.

CONSUMED by a longing to contribute for a magazine and to
amuse the reader by my wit and literary flourish I was seated the
other day in an armless chair in my ill-furnished sanctum. Blankly
into space I stared for a few minutes in a thoughtful mood. The
whole length and breadth of the world did not proffer me a subject
which was not vapid in my opinion. All themes struck me as
lifeless and flat. I too could write on thousand and two topics—
in fact the space dog, though long completed its journey heaven—
wards, does engender in me enthusiasm and spur to indite on-but
the pity is, my stuff is repellent to the extent of being hurled into
the dust-bin. Does the world pay attention only to the writings
of personages of conceited coxcombry and ostentatious titles?

Is there not anybody to relish what I sling on papers, printed on
a leaflet?

While being immersed in these thoughts the flavour of

strong coffee filled the air with a premonition of my mother’s
entrance.

“What are you doing here? Why don't you come to the
kitchen and take your coffee?” she broke in.

“1 am doing nothing .......”

‘I know it, my dear boy, you are in one of your usual fits.
To oure it I should get you married.”

I sipped the coffee and tried to think upon marriages with a
view to bring out a treatise on them. In a trice I jotted down all
that struck my fertile mind in a rough note book; the record of my
flashes of ideas. My opening sentence ran :—* Marriage: to define
it is an abortive attempt, to have it is a foolhardy venture, to
praise it is folly, to hate it is villainy...”". Before completing it
the grating voice of our one time teacher (with a repute in my
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locality) who paid there a surprise visit shook my corporal
gtructure : * Let me have a glance at what you have been writing

so far.”

Having a regard for my roverend teacher I was obliged
to place my scribblings at his disposal. To my astonishment
he was provoked to peals of langhter. *How could such serious
words pregnant with thought make him guffaw ? Perhaps some-
thing is chronically wrong in him” I muttered to myself. He
before leaving my house urged my mother to get me married with
a pedagogic lecture on the evils of procrastination of my marriage.

His words discouraged me and I took that his interruption
was ill-omened. My productions, fruits of my labour physical and
mental were returned to me with such impertinent notes from
irate Editors:- ‘ your stories are better suited to be published in
the Celsic or Iron Age’” ‘your article is too good to be pushed

into the basket’ efc.

One fine morning I took to compose poems as a last resort.
To invigorate myself I determined to pose myself as a poet both of
mind and body. My first step was to let my moustache unshaved
and my mane uncut for a few months. The hairy decoration assum-
ed large proportions. Oftentimes 1 dreamt in broad daylight. I was
floating in an ethereal plane. Whispers of phantoms and preter-
natural beings seemed.tb reach me. I lived in a world which was

“ poetically mine own .

This kind of life had more effect on others than on myself.
Whenever I walked down the street children in the street followed
me with a hue and cry. Young maidens ran helter-skelter and
smart ladies hid themseives. All seemed to be panic-stricken
on seeing me and my beard. Some elderly men wisely commented
that I was a rejected lover; some lads spread the news that I had
professional links with a drama-company in the making and
sought to befriend me. My mother was desperate, she would often
protest against my way of living and seeing that I was adamant
in retaining my shaggy look, she summoned a barber and paid him
in advance to cut off my beard without my consent- That was
the last straw. With the loss of my ornamental beard, I was
restored to my sanity. I gave up my efforts at contributing to
magazines.

3
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When o'ex life, shadows fall, black or blue,
In dull and dreary gloom, I think of you,
When happy thoughts are flitting fast,

Or with gay, care-free dreams of the past,
My bheart in cosy comfort throbs,

Like lovely stars in their heav'nly orbs;

When sweet musiec in sublime solitude
Thrills the divine chords in my heart,
There in the pale rosy mist

While tender petals by dew are kis't,

My heart and soul aches for you

......

The Agonies of the spirit and* life’s’ pain,
All, are never never in vain;
For sorrow’s tears make the pearls of joy,

As in the lowly oyster, pain shapes the pearl.

Oh sweet vision of the spirit and the soul,
All emotions and passions in a whirl,

Time, tide, and heavens swing in a twirl;
Changeless, I have ever ever been true to you,
But, sweet love, sweet purity, where are you ?

—A. T. Soundararajan.



Shakespeare on Wine

By
V. Jayaraman, 111 B. Sc., Maths.

IT is acknowledged universally that drinking is a bad habit and
that the use of strong drink would very definitely reduce the capa-
city for sustained work both of the body and the mind. In the
words of Mahatma Gandhi, drugs and drink are the tentacles of
the devil with which he strikes his helpless slaves into stupefa-
ction and intoxication. There is an old saying pregnant with

meaning,

“ Pirst the man takes a drink,
Then the drink takes a drink,
One drink calls for another,
Then the drinks take the man.”

A number of characters, who had fallen viotims to intoxica-
tion, have been very well portrayed by Shakespeare in his plays.
In the characterization of these drunkards, the dramatist has
brought out not only some caustic things about intoxication, but
also his own ideas, regarding the ravages of the dark evil. His
views on drinking are well worth our consideration.

In “AS YOU LIKE IT”, when Orlando is fleeing for his
life, Adam, the old Servant begs leave to accompany his master

with the words:

Though I look old, yet I am strong and lusty,
For in my youth I never did apply

Hot and rebellious liquors in my blood
Therefore, my age is as a lusty winber.

In ‘ THE MERCHANT OF VENICE ", Portia says to her
maid: “1 will do anything, Nerissa, ere I will be married to a
sponge.” Love has no power to cure a drankard and so she did

well to ponder over her marriage.

“ The red wine first must rise in their cheeks my lord, then
we shall have them talk to silence.” This is a remark of
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Lord Sands in HENRY VIII. In THE TAMING OF A SHREW
when Christopher Sly is found in a drunken sleep in his room,
a noble man exclaims, “O Monstrous beast! How like a swine he
lies! Grim death! How foul and loathsome is thine image,”

‘When we pass on from comedy to tragedy, we can see Cassios
a noble character in “OTHELLO”, overwhelmed with remorse,
when he realises his fault. He exclaims:

“Reputation! Reputation!! Reputation!!! ‘O’ I have lost my
reputation! I have lost the immoral part of myself.... ... to deceive

so0 good a commander with so light, so drunken, and so indiscreet
an officer.”

Advertisements to sell intoxicating beverages place them
on a par with pure milk! But our dramatist calls it ‘devil’ and the
“invisible spirit.” Again in “Tomon of Athens" during a sumptuous
banquet, Apemantus remarks: “Those heaiths will make thee and
thy state look ill. Here's that which is too weak to be a sinner,
honest water, which never left man in the mire.”

A vivid picture of drunkenness is got in ANTONY AND
CLEOPATRA. Cloopatra was the powerful cause of Antony’s
downfall. He -was the noble ruin of her magic. One night
Enorbarbus said, “Mine and most of the ortunes to night shall
be-drunk to bed.,” In Rome, Caesar talks with Liepidus about
Antony ‘.. ...from Alexandria, this is the news: he wishes, drinks
and wastes the lamps of night in revel.”

Again in Macbeth, the murder of King Duncan is done partly
with the help of wine. Macbeth was awe-striken to do this dee]
of dreadful note © But Lady Macbeth undermined his resolution,
by her cunning and planned thus:

“When Dunecan is asleep—

............... his two chamberlins

Will I with wine and wassail so convince
That memory, the warder of the brain

Of our great quell?”
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Again when Macduff knocked at the door and asked, the
porter, “Was it so late friend ere you went to bed, that you do eve
so late ?”’ the porter replied, “Faith sir, we were carousing till the
second ccek and drink sir, is a provoker of three things......” which
include sleep. The answers to the scholar’s query lies here.

The greatest comic figure Falstaff is an exception to the
general rule, regarding wine. We cannot take him as a standard
of humanity. He is unique; and the effect of drink on him is also
unique.. On drinking he soliloquizes:

“ A good sherries-sack hath a two fold operation init. I
ascends me unto the brain: dries me there all the foolish and dull
and crudy vapours which environ it; makes it apprehensive, quick,
forgetive, full of nimble, fiery and delectable shapes;............. The
secondary property of your exocellent sherries is,~the warming of

the blood.”

Thus, Shakespeare gives many instances of the “invisible
spirit” and emphasizes that it is associated with crime, base acts
and ignoble living, He did not approve of the drinking habit in
any of his plays. Itis clear from the way the numerous satirioal
remarks he makes like “I am falser than vows made in wine”
“one drunkard loves another of the name,” quaffing and drinking
will end you.” eto.




Heaven Within You!

By
Kumari Stella Sarojini, B. A.

EVERYONE in this vast world, cannot but be aware of the
unconquerable challenge held out by Misery; never yielding to be
overthrown. No wonder, this Monster has been swaying over the
entire earth from time immemorial. Can we trace its origin?
It is a very simple task. It is quite obvious that this chronic bus
ever-stinging Misery shaped into existence on the day of the
downfall of the first man., Satan himself, who caused this first
and colossal tragedy, realised it and said:

“The mind is its own plaece, and in itself
Can make a Heaven of Hell, a Hell of Heaven.”

So we see this terrible taskmaster, more gruesome than
death itself, being as old as mankind It is rather queer to see
this malady being all powerful in the destiny of 1aan, Ever since
this great tragedy arose there also arose many a king, philosopher,
prophet and poet to save mankind from its horrors. All their
enormous atbtempts and incessant struggles against it seemed in
the long run ridiculous and petty and led no where, For ultimately

humanity isinalienable from God and man is helpless without the
intervention of Heaven.

If we dare to analyse this devastating Enemy of Universal
joy we oan succeed a wee bit atleast. This Monster spares no one
from its grip. The rich and the poor, the great and the small, the
high and the low struggle in & life-long strife with it. None under
the canopy of heaven could exult within himself to have gained
a lucky escape from it, of his own accord. It will be worthwhile,
it not amusing to fathom the power of Misery. From a parade of
men of divers status could you point out any one as a conqueror
in this field? Each one has had bis turn to pay homage to this
Batanic victor. Riches, power and knowledge are of no avail to
save one from the Omnipresent omnipotent monster, Hence the
all-round game is up everywhere to amuse and delight this

inexorable. Misery. With no little truth Keats chimes ‘To think
is to be full of sorrow.’



Besides the thwarbting every mortal’s peace and joy. this
all-dreaded Misery finds more gratification in employing agents to
diffuse its uncontested sway. Its agents are picked out of man-
kind itself! They are “the modern Ogres” of Thackaray. Not
oaring a bit for fellow-beings, they are ever bent on creating
mischief and driving their favourite targets, to the gulf of Misery.
They glorify themselves in being the servants of this Monster and
with the least hesitation get enrolled in his great campaign, vowed
ever to ruin the peace and joy of others by their diligent, unscrapu-
lous interference. You may wonder whether they are labouring
80 hard, gratis or for wages from their generous Master.

The answer is pretty obvious, The complacent Master
measures out to them from his unabated bounty the same amount
of misery as a reward! Of a certainty, they procure to themselves
more woe, after rendering their service to make the cup of life
bitter to the brim for others. It is but justice to witness these
creatures, become the victims of their conseientious service- The
purpose of this screwed-np catastrophe which befalls many &
tranquil life, is rather inexplicable.

Rarely a few are blessed with a celestial license to keep at &
safe distance from this ruthless Monster. Every one of us may be
all on fire to have.a peep into this long sought secret. Will it be
preposterous to suggdest that this secret has been rained down
from heaven recently? Yes, to be sure.

“Yeot some there be by due steps aspire
To lay their just hands on the golden key

That opes the palace of eternity,” The key of deliverance
trom the chronic fetters of Misery was hanging above us all the
while, when generations marched desperately on the earth’s
surface, caring little to look up- We should bear in mind that
only a few have fared well in winning happiness in ife. How they
contrived to outmanoceuvre relentless Misery, evades our under-
standing. In moments of coolness and absolute guietvess, the
human mind eannot fail to grasp the secret of these heroes. It is
really a great wonder to the simple mind how these renowned

knights perform this glorious exploit.
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To put to rout the great Enemy, they establish a victory
over their selves. Thus the conqueror mastering his self, triumphs
over the retreating foe, Misery and soon finds himself crowned by
the wreath of true happiness and unassailable peace which spring
forth from the throne, his heart. It is no easy joke to claim such
stupendous victory and no mortal can afford to have such hopes
unless he has formed a perfect link with bis creator, the Lord of
the Universe. If the reader happens to possess such joy and peace

untarnished by Misery, then he has all the legitimate right to feel
exalted in carrying “Heaven within” him.

“Love Virtue: she alone is free;
She can teach ye how tio elimb
Higher than the sphery chime;”

Happy Bird

A bird of beauty once 1 met

‘When the burning sun did set .
“Good eve my bird, my Sweet” I said
‘When in her face I saw the red!
“Good eve,” “Thank you,” returned the bird,
“Is there for me to speak any word?”
“Yes, my Sweet,” said I to her

In a low and humble whisper.

“How are you so happy and gay,

As happy as a rose in May?”
Laughing the bird replied to me

80, happy you want to be!

“Happy thou art when glad you are
And mad, when thou art from it far '

G. Ramachandran, 18.-sc , (Physics)
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Creatwe Art é/

R. Ven[{atanarayanan I BA,I I)/tt\'“

¢

WHEN I hear a young man spoken of as giving promise of
high genius, the first question I ask about him is always, * Does
he work ?”"—' So spoke Ruskin. I think Ruskin was right in
asking such a question for it is only labour that finishes the great
work that genius begins. Work i3 the law of the world which
leads organised Society slowly, but steadily to its goal. Without
work there cannct be any improvement in civilization.

Live and let others live. If we are to exist without being of
any use to the world, but as a mere burden, we are not to be called
¢ Mern’ in the fullest sense of the term. If a man wants to be
remembered even after his exit from this earth he should leave
behind him something worthy of being remembered by coming
generations.

Work,—I mean, ‘Creative work'—is something that
develops the man who ‘ works’ while the work itself is in progress.
Everybody who has got that ‘ trained and organised commonsense ’
can do work. 1 would say that science and philosophy are
channels of creative genius. If they are developed, they are sure
to give sorae new results of use to mankind.

When a man sucgeeds in his mission of achieving something
for which he had been toiling so far, he is called a hero. But no
way bas been found for making heroism easy, even for the scholar.
The world was created as an audience for him, the atoms of which
it is made are opportunities. A man who wants to become a ‘hero’
and therefore be of some use to mankind must certainly catch
hold of the opportunity when it oocurs and malke the best of its
use. If the opportunity is lost, it never comes a second time,

It is likely that all creative workers may not succeed. A
few of them will, of course, meet with obstacles. To shake off the
impossibilities, he must have that will-power to do what he has
started to do. Nothing is impossible for him who wills. If he
achieves the imposuble he becomes the ‘(Genius’ because he has

won as a result of hard toiling.
“ There is no lie in Nature; n0 discords in the revelations of
science, in the laws of the universe”
—C. Kingsley.



To A Cockroach

—satetno—

Sweet brown denizen of the stinking gutter,

With slender feet dancing a tune on rancid butter,
Or any stale bread in the still night,

With brave whiskers challenging to a fight,

The ant or the termite with buoyant delight.
‘What will mortals do, if thou be not near,

For thou art such a scavenger dear!

Eiver aotive thou art, runaing, dragging in a harry,
Creeping, sourrying thro' crevice or cranny;

So awe-ingpiring is thy tlight,

That chattering women soream in fright,

Or jump, light and fast, on chairs or tables,

Like demented creatures in tales or fables,

Hven at thy lovely hairy sight!

O sweet creature, fair and divine,

With a body like a juicy date, tasty and fine,

Little do the puny mortals realise

Thy sad plight and sudden demise,

Bat living thou die, dying thou live,

Long live thy happy care-free tribe !

A, T. Soundartajan



Health Preservation Act of 1958

( 4 humoursome enactment—Ed-.)
By
R. Pandian, B. Sc.,

Title: TaIs Act shall be called as the “ HEALTH PRESERVA-
TION ACT " of 1958,
Preamble: WE, in our Assembly, this the 24th December, 1957, do
hereby adopt, enact and give to ourselves this Aot.

SECTION L

Objects: WHEREAS the health of the students and especially the
students studying in oolleges in this State is far from
satisfactory ;

Whereas it is established that the average weight and health
of a normal student studying in the College is far below
the accepted standard ;

Whereas it is therefore necessary that such students be
compelled under punishment to maintain their health above
the accepted standard ;

And whereas the policy of the State is to raise the level of
nutrition to get healthy students and thus healthy citizens;
It is hereby enacted in the 8th Year of Republic as
hereunder :—-

SECTION IL

(1) MAIN CLAUSE:

(a) (i) No student shall underweigh and (ii) No student
should have defective health. [Due importance is given to
sub-clause (i) ]

{b) Any studens not satisfying the provisions of sub-clause
(a) of this section whether by negligence or by frequently visiting
the theatres or by abstaining from games classes or by any un-
purposeful act shall be detained for a period of one year or more
till his/her health is declared—* Satisfactory ”.

(¢) Every student shall submit to the Govenment the
“Physical fitness certificate” issued by the Body, constituted for
this purpose, through the proper channel before the 3lst of
Maroch, every year. The Government shall withhold the degree
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of a student even if he/she has secured the minimum percentage
of marks for a pass, if he/she is not declared “Eligible” by the
Body constituted as in Section Il clause (a) and the Government
may withhold the same indefinitely until he/she is declared as
“ Hligible .

(d) Further the Government will discourage and even ban
all activities that may resuls in the violation of this Aect.
(e) An Under-weight tax of 18 n. P. for every 13 Ibs. per

year will be levied from each student who underweighs, according
to Schedule E.

SECTION I1II.
PROTECTION.

(1) If any student tries to influence any member of the
Body either personally or by his/her relatives he or she may be
debarred from the course of study for a period of unot less than
one year.

() Ifany sbud_ent is a close relative to any of the members
of the Body, the Physical fitness certificate must be attested by a

Gazetted Officer other than in the Board consbtitubed for this
purpose.

SEOTI .
LIMITATION. TION 1V

(a) None of the provisions of this Act shall bind students
who have passed the Intermediate Examinhbion before March, 1955.

(b) This will apply mutatis mutandis to members of the Staff.
ScHEDULE A.

He/She has well defined and efficient appendages.
SorEpULE B.

He/She should have normal vision (without glasses) and
the Colour knowledge should be normal.

ScasbuLe C.
Hearing in each ear must be good (without any hearing aid).
ScHEDULE D.

His/Her teeth are in good order, and provided with dentures

where necessary for effective mastication. (well filled teeth will
be considered a. sound),

My profound apologies to UNHEALTHY LIGHT-WEIGHTS.



Air Conditioning
By
S. Balakrishnan, IV B.Sc., (Physics)

TODAY, when the members of a family are discussing as to
what motion picture theatre they should go, they are likely to say,
“«Tet us go to the “Minerva”, it is ‘air-conditioned’ ", This
establishes the fact that, the people 1n their obvious desire to have
“somfoits in comforts” even go to the extent of not minding the
quality of the picture at all, if air-conditioning is available.

Air-conditioning has emerged out as a new entity in the
mechanical field. It has now become a “must” in all modern
puildings and industrial establishments; for comfort and increase
of efficiency in all walks of life are the crying needs of the hour,
This branch of engineering has made such vast strides that an
air-conditioned apartment is incorporated in “Sputnik II” fto

houase “ Laika”.

According to the American Society of Heating and Ventila-
ting Engineers, Air-conditioning hasbeen defined as the supplying
and maintaining, in a room or other enclosure, of an atmosphere
having a COMPOSITION, TEMPERATURE, HUMIDITY and MOTION which
will produce desired effects upon the occupants of the room or
upon the materials (like explosives and all highly inflammable
articles) stored or handled in it. In air-conditioning, air is treated
in such a way that consistency in temperatures and humidities
is maintained within stipulated ranges.

The cycle of operations in an Air-conditioning Ammonia
Plant is as follows: The air from the rooms plus the atmospherio
air pass through the equipment —cooled by the spray of chilled
and ordinary water mixtures—-dew point is reached-sent to the
rooms by the centrifugal supply fans-after being used, extracted
by the extraction fan-again sent to the equipment with a small
percentage of fresh air.

Ajr-conditioning is linked with the famous “Refrigeration”.
The refrigerants used in the refrigerators help in bringing down
the temperature of air either directly or indirectly. The refri-
gerants need some external heat for their boiling to become vapours.
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This need is met from the heat extracted from water or air
depending on the type of Plant that is used. Thus it becomes
clear that the refrigerunt should have a large latent heat
so as to absorb all the heat from the air or water to leave
them with a drastic reduction in their temperatures. The
following are the refrigerants that are commonly used.

1.

2.

3.
4.
b.

Anhydrous Ammonia (NH,)
Di-chloro-di-fluoro-methane (C Cl, F.)
Carbon-di-oxide (CO,)
Sulphur-di-oxide (S 0.)
Water (H,O)

Of all the above-mentioned refrigerants, Freon (commerial

name for (C Cl, ¥,) is the much-sought-in-for substance for
its characteristic and enviable features..

Canine Loyalty

Amid the stillness of the lecture room

By chance I saw a funny faithful dog,

Beneath the desk upon g little log

With grace he lay like snail with shell in gloowm.
Now softly spoke o'r English Head close by
“Farewell, thou latter spring farewdll all‘hail... ..”
The words from him ran round and round the hall;
But O! with a sigh the faithful dog did lie,

Wae all then heard the sound of ringing bell;

Came out the scholars dressed so fine.

The sight was grand; they reached their homes to dine
Still lay the princely dog as though unwell.

His face did show the deep thoughts of discontent
His legs did show his walk of long distance,
Unshaken tail showed his lord’s absence,

His rolling eyes showed not what they meant.

All at once the dog started wagging tail,

I turn'd and found a trembling old man blind
With stainless chains, the faithful dog behind

“[ praise thy canine love”, said f, “O, Hail!”

V. Srinivasan, III B. 4., I (b-1.)



Alchemy

Y
J. Rajaraman, IV B. Sc., (P).

“The father of the astronomer was the astrologer, the
father of the surgeon was the barber and the father of the chemist
was the alchemist. In our eyes these prescientific practitioners
have a somewhat disreputable air. It may not be in the best
taste to remind the modern professions of their dubious forebears”.
But the increasing specialisation of science has produced an
-increasing need for the broaa perspectives history affords and one
does not go back very far in the history of most sciences before
coming upon the prescientific era. In the case of alchemy,
moveover, it appears that there was more depth in the antique
discipline than is generally supposed.

In the fullest sense, alchemy was a philosophical system
containing a complex and mobile core of rudimentary seience and
elaborated with astrology, religion, mysticism, magic, theosophy
and many other systems of knowledge. Alchemy dealt not only
with the mysteries of matter but also with those of creation and
life; it sought to harmonise the human individual with the
universe surrounding him. On the material plane, it sought to
perfect base metals into gold; on the spiritual plane it sought to
perfect man himself. Atistotle held that nature strives towards
perfection and alchemysought to hasten the attainment of the goal.

Alchemy’s birth-place is not known. I6s origin is often
ascribed to Hgypt or Khem, the land of dark soil, the Biblical Land
of Ham; though no conclusive proof is available. Hence this “art
of the dark land” was designated as al ihem in its passage
through Islam and reached the Western world under the name
alchemy. The medieval alchemists, often called themselves sons
of Hermes in allusion to their patron Hermes, the Thrice-Great.
In Hermes alchemical fraternity recognised not only the father
of the so-called Hermetic art but also the father of the emerald
table. This famous creed set forth the true doctrines of alchemy
in a series of 13 (thirteen) cryptic precepts. The fourth of these
refers to the Philosophers’ Stone in the words; “ Its father is the
Sun; its mother is the Moon; the Wind carries it in its belly;
its nurse is the Earth.,” Cryptic expressions of the sort were one
outstanding characteristic of alchemical literature; symbolio
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representation was another. Hven to-day chemistry makes use
of a wide range of symbols incomprehensible to laymen.

Although enmeshed in bewildering variety of subsidiary
conceptions, the fundamental principles of alchemy can
nevertheless be singled out. First, all kinds of matter are traced
by the alchemist to a common origin. Second, these multifarious
species were produced by evolutionary processes. Third, and
consequent upon the foregoing, all species of matter possess one
permanent soul which is housed in a varieby of temporary bodies.
Since these bodies are transitory, they can be changed or
transmuted, thus allowing matter to pass from one state to
another, This view of the ultimate conception of matter does
not differ essentially from the one held by modern physical
science, Transmutation is no longer regarded as a necromanocer’s
vision. In the present century, “Modern alchemy” as Lord
Rutherford termed it, has eftected many transmutations of
elements. Alchemists also believed in the existence in nature of
a transmuting agent of fabulous power. This agent, which they
strove to acquire became known as the Philosophers’ Stone.
They regarded the base nature of the metals like tin and lead as
a disease which could be cured by means of the Stone, From the
postulate of the unity of all things, it followed that the medicine
of the metals should also funciion as the medicine of man.
In this way the Stone came t0 be look8d upon as a universal
remedy under some such name as ELIXIMR VIT A0,

In alchemy, Sulphur-mercury theory seems to have risen
during the Islamic period of alchemy, about the 9th century after
Christ. “Sulphur” is here essentially the quality of combustibility
and “mercury” thas of metallicity, fusibility or liquidity. These
two principles were believed to come into contact in the bowels of
the earth and depending upon their degree of purity, to produce
base or noble metals. Sulphur and mercary of superfine quality
would yield the Philosophers’ Stone, a few grains of which could
change base metals into gold. It was held that alchemists should
be able to surpass Nature in this refining process. The two
principles often called *‘Sophic sulphur” and “Sophic mereury”
enjoyed great eminence in aichemical expression and symbolism
and assumed a bewildering number of guises. They were called Sol
and Luna, sun and moon, king and queen, masculine and feminine,
active and passive, fixed and volatile and soon in endless variety.
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The term alchemigt as used in medieval Europe embraced
many types of men, who ranged from the most un-serupulous
charlatans to the purest religions mystic. In another
group were the pathetic “puffers” or bellows-blowers who were
simple practitioners, ignorant of the esoteric principles and tenets
so cleverly concealed by the adepts of alchemy in their cryptic
writings and pictorial symbolism. A confirmed puffer was almosé
cortain to lose his possessions in the pursuit of gold. A more
rewarding careeras a professed gold maker was enjoyed by Michzel
Sendivogius (the noble Pole} who is said to have carried out a
dramatic transmutation before the emperor Rudolph II at

Prague in 1604,

Paracelsus in the 18th cenfury gave it a new trend by divert-
ing the efforts of its followers from attempted gold-making to the
preparation of chemical remedies for human ailments. His efforts
inaugurated a period of medico-chemistry and from that time
onwards, the old alchemy gradually declined. Paracelsus modified
the alchemical theory by propounding his system of three prin-
ciples [or Tria Forma]. They were named as ‘‘Sulphur”,
“mercury” and “salt’’. Materially they denoted inflammability,
metallicity and fixity and mystically they denoted soul, spirit and
body of man. Robert Boyle in 1661 struck a fatal blow at both the
theory of Four Blements and Tria Forma by putting forward the
modern idea of a chemicad element. During this Indian summer
of alchemy, Phlogiston {a principle of inflammapbility thought to be
present in all inflammable bodies) held the stage. The fires of
Phlogiston were finally put out by the discovery, in the second half
of the 18th century, of the true composition of the ancient
“eclements” air and water and of the real nature of combustion.
These ideas ushered in the era of modern chemistry.

Alchemy has been a dead science for at least 200 years, but
modern chemistry owes much to it than its name and its esoteric
symbolism. I would like to conclude with the pregnant words of
Francis Bacon. “Alchemy may be compared to the man who told his
sons that he had left them gold buried somewhere in the vineyard;
where they by digging found no gold, but by turning up the mould
about the roots of vine procured a plentiful vintage. So the search
and endeavours to make gold have brought many useful inventions
and instructive experiments to light” *

6



Students and Politics

By
R. Ganesan, IV B. A., 1 (bft)

“STUDENTS should not take part in Politics” is the sermon
preached to-day by politicians and non-politicians, educationists
and non-educationists, people qualified to preach and those not
qualified to. Should students keep quite aloof from the every day

troubles and turmoils of polities? Is it possible or practicable for
them to be so?

Politios is a general term for the free play of different ways
of thinking about or acting for any economic, social or cultural
questions concerning a group of people or a nation. This defini-

tion may not be technically or scientifically a right one; but this
is enough for our purposes,

At times 4 student gets into politics even without his
volition, May be he comes across a case of

“Preferment goes by letter and affection,
And not by old gradation, when each second
8tood heir to the first”

His dissabisfaction lands him in politics. It is enough that he
retaliates in his silent thinking. He need mot shout slogans or
spout poison from the public platform to be branded as a politician.
Therefore politics is inevitable and it is bound to enter a student's
life sometime or other. To say so is not to admit that students
can plunge headlong into politics as it is known to us now. This
is definitely detrimental not only to his mental growth but also
to his social advancement. Political passions divert his thoughts
and energies which ought to be focussed on his studies.

It should be clearly understood that if people engaged in
the ‘dark, profound mine of learning’ are to succeed in their
endeavour, they should not be allowed to enter politics. People
engaged in educational field and all other men interested in the
progress of the younger generations should make it a point to find
a solution to this burning problem, The society, the nation and
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the world should be so constituted that students are free from all
political turmoils and turbulence. You cannot curb their interest
in politics by merely keeping them uninformed of current political
developments. For this you require E. M. Forster’s *“Quiet
College” and this is not practically feasible. And as long as the
students feel the consequences of the developments in the nation
and world, it is impossible even for a dictator or Panjandrum to
prevent them from being influenced by politics. How can we
expect a student to be uninfluenced when he finds a rapid revolu-
tion taking place round him or in the international sphere or
when he sees thousands of his fellow beings starving in spite of
gheir incessant toil and a few others fattening on their labour?

If this danger is to be avoided the society and the surround-
ings should be such as not to attract or distract the student. If
*varsity people took an active part in the freedom-struggle in the
pre-independent India, the political conditions were such as to
necessiate their participation. Therefore a radical, rigorous, and
revolutionary change is needed in the national and international,
political and social and economic and cultural spheres. There
should not be any circumstances requiring or even facilitating
participation of the students in politics. It is the duty of the
world politicians and statesmen to think over this problem care-
fully and strive to solver national and international troubles and
tensions by themselves without sacrificing the future of the

youths for nothing.

The student too has got a great task ahead of him. In the
transitional period he should be restrained and see to it that he is
not carried away by factions and passions, A co-ordinated effort
of the teacher and the taught on one side and the politicians on
the otherside is essential for the welfare and proper training of

the student population.



The Fall of the College Bridge

The sky was brightly dark on Thursday fast:
We stiood on bridge aoross Ponny’s banks,
To gee young college boat-men rowing fast,

Then knowing not the doom of aged planks.

Like shooting stars, in silver stream did lave
The merry oars-men aiming on their mead :
Some leaping fish did peep in foaming wave,

And chased in vain the merry rowers' speed.

Ah! Then with creaking sound the plank did sink,
As though it lean'd to kiss the Nature's face;
But safely all did reach the gold‘en brink,

By swimming right and left on greén gurface.

Alack! A lonely child of six in air!
On broken log her silken gown did sway;
Now plung’d in tide a dauntless chap so fair,

And saved the girl from warbling watery way.

K. G. Krishnamurihi, B, 4., L. 7,
‘0ld Boy*



SHORT STORY

The Midnight Express
Pk R:ymaswamy

FROM pointsmen to superintendents Anand was known as the
stalwart among stalwarts who drove the coal devouring giants.
His repute as ace-driver was not undeserved. Fireman at the age
of 18, by sheer mastery of engine craft, he was special grade driver
at 38. Standing 5 6”, with the build of an athlete, alert, upright yet
always relaxed on the foot-plate, he was the idol of youngermen-
He was the person chosen for important schedules and Sspeocial
jobs, His love for these mighty engines was next only to his love
for his handsome son, his live doll of a daughter and three year old
Surya. The music of the wheels and the high powered rhythm of
an engine in full speed never failed to sway his pulse.

S Life was one straight road of success for Anand; but he

never lost his head, even when there were rumours that his name
was tipped for greater honours. He was the same old Anand as
son, husband, father, friend and railwayman.

* For some weeks past there was a growing ancxiety in
Anand’s mind. Daring his short visits bome, word reached his
oars, that there were mounting discontent and ill-feelings between
the two major communities in his place. People who had been
living like members of one family were beginning to be torn
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asunder and look suspiciously at everybody and everything. Buf
Anand did not apprehend anything serious.

The storm burst suddenly. The news came over the
radio when he was sipping coffee in a Madras cafe in the company
of his friend, after an express run. The news reader lumbered on
in a nonchalant voice. Communal strife bad reached alarming
heights in his home town and armed parties had come into clash.
One thing leading to another, the feud had grown grave within
twelve hours. Commuunications were cut, and news from the area
was not easily coming in. A posse of police was trapped and

could not be traced. Smoke and flames could be seen for miles
around.

Anpand froze in his seat and set down his cup untasted. Oh!
what would happen to those ut home with no one to protect them?
The news trailed off to sports and the weather. His stomach
turned. He felt like going into the street and retohing,

“Look here Anand” his friend broke in “Don’t fall an easy
prey to your own imagination. There may be rioting between
rival factions. People know who is who in a place like yours and
would not do any harm to any one belonging to you. You have
always been loved and respected and you never take sides. Buck
up. There is no need to be worried. If yqu feel so anxious, [ can
arrange with the authorities for you to talte.up fav early morning
roster. I can work in your schedule. That will take you twelve

hours earlier. But make sure that you have & good night's rest,
It is & long run”.

It was a restless night for Anand. Out of shecr exhaustion
he fell into a fitful doze, but woke with a cry on his lips What he
had dreamt was too horrible to think at all.

Anand took the morning train of his friend.

* * * »

A week after. Anand was lying in one of the beds in the
“Preparation Ward” of the Govt. hospital. Nobody knows why
the sisters call it the “Preparation Ward”, but it is usually
intended for those beyond medical reach and for whom the
morbuary is the next stage. Anand had not come out of the coraa,
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since the day the police picked him up lying outside his house
which was razed to the ground. Some one had found life in him
and spared him from the lorry heaped with corpses.

Anand did not end in the mortuary after all. The doctors
worked at him incessantly and he pulled out of the crisis like one
of his hill freighters His convalescence took long weeks. Again
and again he relapsed into serious illness. The doctors diagnosed
thab the malady was more psychological than physical. The will
to live was totally absent in him. Why should he be alive at all,
when Death would be a gift from the Gods?

We know from the newspapers how the recent communal
riots played havoc in Anand’s town. The wild fire of communal
enmity consumed innumerable lives and caused irreparable
damage. The mother to whom Anand owed his life and owed
everything in this world, the wife whose devotion and love made his
home the abode of bliss, his beloved kids and even his house were
all annihilated by the blood thirsty ghouls. No details were
available. Only three years old Surya was alive, being brought up
in the children’s ward.

As weeks went by, the vuleano in his mind subsided bit by
bit. He was able to think of his loss without falling seriously ill.
Surya was brought to him every morning and evening. Anand
found to his surprise thft Surya had taken to bis new life with
so much ease and did Nt evince any pining for his mother and
others. The boy was deeply attached to Sister Malli who was
fond of him and olung to her; all the more because Anand was

always in gloom.

Then there came a time when the body wins over the will,
and as Anand grew stronger and better, the hogpital life was more
and more dreadful. Well meaning friends advised him to go to
some remote resort on a long vacation. But that would never suit
him. Every moment of idleness was an age of torture. Life did
not hold anything in store for him, but he would not be defeated
by it either.

* * »

Two months later. Anand had returned to duty and was
due to take up his express schedule thab evening. At mid-day he

*
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got orders that instead of the express he would be working an
important special train at 18 hours. In his mood he neither cared

what train he took, nor did he try to know anything about the
special train.

Ten minutes to six. Anand drove in, his gleaming engine
and coupled on to the Special, waiting in the platform. Oh! what a
relief from those nightmare days. How glorious he fel$ standing
on the solid iron steed, surging with the strength of thousands of
horses, obeying his every whim and leaping into life in response

to bis slightest touch? Ah! this was life; this was balm for his
lacerated soul.

Anand anticipated a glorious run, because he was notified
that he did not have to follow any routine schedule and that there

would be only the few absolutely essential stoppages. He was at
liberty to test the full mettle of his engine.

The train was gathering speed. He motioned to his fireman
to stoke more coal and watched with approval, the grace and
expert ease with which the shovel fed the fire. Yes, in a couple of
years the skilful youngster would be driving a freighter. The
makings of a good driver could be recognised even so early. Look-
ing ahead Anand saw the approaching signals dipped ready for
him to run through. The familiar landscape recalled to him how
eagerly he crossed this station always. gyond this the straight
stretch of twenty miles without a gradient was a pleasure run.
Tearing through at top speed, he could tell with closed eyes the

exact speed of his engine, from the pulsating rhythm and the
tattoo of the wheels on the rails.

The fireman was gesticulating in his direction and pointing
his thumb at the coaches in the rear. His words were carried
away by the rushing wind. Coming closer to Anand he shouted

through cupped hands, “Do you know who the VIPs in our
Special are Sir”,

“No, 1did not care to enquire” replied Anand with an
impassive face.

“Usually our Specials are meant for Governors ah@¥ “visiting
potentates, but days have changed. We have on board about three
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hundred fellows rounded up in the area of the recent communal
massacre. It is top secret. They are the mad devils respongible
for the wholesale looting, pillage, murder and what not. They are
committed to Sessions and we are taking them to Madras, to
avoid further trouble. They say there are leaders too”.

Anand could scarcely breathe. He gripped the wheel for
support. The veins were standing out on his temples. He felt
like slipping into the cool waters of the river over which they were
thundering past just then. He peered out silently. A signal in
the distance was at danger. He eased the throttle and sounded a
long whistle. The signal changed. Anand fed more steam and
watched carefully his crew mate deftly exchanging the cane hoops
carrying tokens. Glancing back af_his guard’s waving green he
srimmed the regulator and swung a leg over the sill of his cab.

Another brief spell for personal thoughts. The blood was
rising to his head and coursing through his veins like a mad
stream and he felt the roaring and hissing of the engine hurting
inside his head. The devils; the mad devils who had wrought
such unheard of destruction were in Ji2s train, the inhuman ghouls
who had drunk the lives of hundreds of innocent women and
children were inside in Z:s train, and lie was specially assigned to
onsure their safety. Anzer was choking his lungs and revenge
was slowly gaining the place of reason. He knew the best
method of sending theathole lot to oblivion. There won’t be the
least trace of these "villains. Only their mangled remains and
chopped strips of gory flesh would be left. They should feast the
valtures and jackals. Carrions. .

His mind was racing over his route. Yeos. It would be the
finest crash. He himself could not be caught. He would keep
open the fire box and the first jolt would catapult him into it bead
first. In five minutes Anand would be cinder, and the sadistic
monsters would be mince meat.

He ruminated over his decision as he sped along. It would be
re running against signals, resulting in
thunder, matchwood, gore, and grilled flesh, but an act of Nemisis.
Of course a few innocent lives would be lost; that could not be
avoided. Had not the monsters taken toll of innumerable lives-

one more crash; not a me
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He knew the ideal place for such a orash; the time, place,
surroundings, everything would be perfect.

Hundred miles more, that is two hours at the least. More
coal. The engine belched out a cloud of coal dust, the needle in
the gauge sprang to full and the engine spurted like a stampeding
bison. There was grim determination in his wan face. Nothing
else mattered to him any more, friends, relations, job, future,
nothiug. Opportunity never knocked twice. This must be his

sSwan-song run. Revenge must win and nothing should deter him
from executing it.

Fifty miles. Just a short hour more. Only one stop at the
next junction. He would slake the thirst of his superb engine
with a long drink—the last drink.

As Anand crawled into position under the water eolumn at
the junction, a messenger boy handed him a telegram. Perhaps
it was a special assignment, No. The telegram told him that
Surya was seriously ill. The boy was delirious and raving for his
mother and father. Nurse Malli wanted him to come urgently.
Just for a moment, he felt a longing for his tiny son. The next
instant he was steel all over again, All the tender spots were
scorched and seared in his hardened soul- Why should he tarry
in this wretched world? He had no one t¢ live for. The boy could
get well or go the way the others had go&:».; and he himselt was
going to take. He would never get a second Sech chance.

The signals blinked green ahead. The smooth rails glisten-
ed like soaled serpents under the powerful headlight. His keen
hunger had turned into a dull ache. He grasped the lever and
jerked violently, a thing he had never done before; and as if in
anger the train was roaring into the darkness again. Thirty miles.
Twenty miles to his selected spot. Except for a tenseness in the

slant of the eyes and the set of his lips he was as steady as a
diver before the plunge.

Ten miles. Good lord, the thing would be over in as many
minates. He signalled more coal. The needle nestled up in the
gauge. The firemen were marvelling at Anand’s art.™ They had
teamed with a lot of good drivers, but none of them was the ace
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that Anand was. And this run was the finest run within their
memories. :
- Five miles, Three, Two. Anand opened the door of the fire
box and did not close it. The yawning abyss was as bright as a
thousand lightnings chasing each other. He pulled out his watich-
T'wo minutes would be sufficient. For a last time he wanfed to
take a look at the faces of his dearest ones. Noharm in that. He
pressed the release and there, fixed inside was a small photograph.
_In theblinding glare of the coal fire, the smiling faces of his wife
and Surya could be vividly seen. He took a longer look and found it
" an effort to tear away his eyes. What? He looked again. The smile
seemed to have gone out of his wife’s face, She looked sad.
Anand blinked. The loud rumble outside broke the spell. He
sprang to the side and stared at the familiar landmarks. The
selected spot streaked pasti... and the signals ahead were inviting
him. :
 “Surya: Surya”, thundered his voice. “Surya, Surya”,
thundered back the wheels. Scalding tears were blinding his eyes.
Violens sobs shook his frame convulsively. “Surya, Ob my treasure
jurya”, he cried stretching his arms out of the cab, “I am flying
' @

- Surya’
to thee, my angel Surya”. Anand cried into the void.

gcfulb.: ‘; ‘
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Facts about Sputnik No. 2.

AS the result of a strenuous and fruitful research by a
large team of scientists, engineers, technicians and factory
workers, a sputnik with a payload of 508.3 kg, six times heavier
than Sputnik No. 1, was made and aligned on orbit. This orbit is,

moreover, much further away from the ground than that of
Sputnik No. 1.

Sputnik No. 2 is outfitted with a diverse package of scientifio
equipment enabling a wide programme of investigation %o be
carried out. This includes instruments for the investigafion of
cosmic radiation and the ultraviolet and X-ray regions of the solar
spectrum, a hermetically sealed chamber with a test animal inside
{a dog), radio telemetering equipment for relaying the results of
measurements to ground-borne stations, radio transmitters and
algo the required number of electric batteries,

Sputnik No. 2 was aligned on its or
mulbiple-stage rocket. In the process of
rose to a height of several hundred kilo
ground, and then its last stage turned to move parallel to the
ground at a speed of more than 8,000 motres a second, becoming a
sputnik. At the moment of alignment on orbit the stocks of fuel
in the rocket’s tanks had been expended and the engine had

burned out. The sputnik continued to m e dge to the kinetic
. N N “
energy acquired from the take-oft.

bit by means of a
alignment the rocket
meftres away from the

The speed imparted to the final stage of the rocket was
greater than the velocity required to have the sputnik travel al ong
a circular orbit at a constant altitude of that of the point of align-
ment on orbit. For that reason the spubnik follows not a circular
orbit but an elliptical orbit of which the apogeeis about 1,700 km,
almost double the apogee of Sputnik No. 1. Sinos the size of the
major semi-aXis of the orbif of Spubnik No. 2is greater than that
of Sputnik No. 1, the period of its revolubion round the Earth is
also greater, being 103.7 mins, at the beginning of its flight.

Owing to the increased period of rovolution, Sputnik No. 2
makes about 14 full revolations round the BEarth in 94 hours,

whereas Sputnik No. I made about 15 revolutions at the very
beginning.

Jrom “SoviET. LAND ”
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= 1254 Our Foot Ball Team: Runners up for the second year in succession

in the Centenary Commemoration Tournaments.
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Mahathma Surdas \
By
N Syamala, I B. Sc., Ch. b/H.

IN the history of the growth and development of Hindi
liferature the name of Sardas has been incorporated in golden
letters. He was a revolubionary of the sixteenth century. He
roused the drowsy spirit of the people of his century. He filled
their hearts with new hopes inspired by love and affection for
God, by his beautiful and emotional poems. Surdas is the foremost
of the Krishna Bhaktha poets. e has been duly praised as the
“Sun’* of Hindi literature as implied by his name itself, (Sur-Sun)

Though the exact date of birth of this great poet is
not known, it is stated that he was born in 1458 A . D. in a
village, on the way to Agra from Mathra, in a Brabmin
family. His blindness has created much confusion among
the critics Some declare that he was born blind, but the
most probable and acceptable 1dea is that he accidenstally
became blind. His wfhrried life was not at all prosperous.
While he lived ™ Gow Ghat as a Sanyasi, he had the
acquaintance of filahathma Sri Vallabascharya in his 67th
year, wlio later on bzeame his precepsor. Suvdas became
his most famous disciple and was attracted by the philosophy
of Saguna Marga. Vallabascharya was a well versed follower
of Saguna Marga. He was responsible for the path of devo-
tion and love to Krishna chosen by Surdas in his life after
'so long a time. He had faith only in Krishna and all the
other deities received little attention from him. This blind
poet's achievement in the field of Poesy is admirable. He is
said to have produced one hundred and twenty five thousand
poems out of which now only a few amounting to 6000 have
been obtained. »His famous three works are Sursagar,
Sursaravali and Sahityalahari. His style and diotion are so
simple, sweet, elegant and beautiful that the public weloomed

1
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his works with great pleasure and delight. He lo.st. himS.eIf
when he sang his poems and he imagined to be living with

Krishna who was a child, a friend, a teacher and lastly a god
o the poet.

Now let us turn > his vast ocean of poems of delightful
beauty and picturesqueness, thab is, Sursagar. The poet is indebt-
ed to Mahabaratha aud Bhagavatha fcr they served as sources
for his work. This literary work consists of poems telling us
of Lord Krishuna's pleasant days of boyhood, his life with the
shepherd girls, his famous flute playing and his divine nature,

The poems of Sursagar can be divided into five groups under
the following titles.

1. Vinay — A state of request or prayer to God Krishna

for the attainment of salvation; considering him as an “Avathar”
of God.

2. Krishna's deeds of boyhood — In this group of poems
a fine deseription of the various now famous, lovely and
mischievous deeds of Krishna, the most beloved of all the
children so far imagined, is given.

8. Description of Krishna’s handsome figure. The

beautiful external appearance of Krishna has been well painted in
these poems.

4. The sweet flute playing — The enchanting, madgical
flute of Mohan is introduced to us. The influence of the melodious
note produced by Krishuna in the flute was very great upon the

peaple of the whole town, espeocially the Gopikas and even the
COWS were atbracted by it.

5

Bramar Gith — Whan Krishna Ieft Gokhul for Mathra
the sheph

erd girls who had unextinguishable love for Krishna, felt
sorry and they were completely lost.

At that time Uddhav, a
messenger sent by Krishna being envious of Krishna’s popularity
and the whole hearted affection shown to him by every human
being of the town, tries to advise them to
has no body, no charao

worship the God who
buman perception,

ter whatsoever who is beyond the powers of
whom man cannob know. He told them that
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it was improper to worship Krishna as a God, but he failed. Here
a philosophical plot has been constructed by the poet. The girls
oriticized Uddhav and his unknown God. They were never
prepared to give up the worship of Krishna Surdasis convinoced
that Krishna inspite of all his playful deeds is still an “Avathar”
in flesh and blood and who has come to this mortal world solely
for the purpose of saving his worshippers.

Surdas has described the flute or Murali of Krishna in
the best way possible and in his poems he gives a profound mean-
ing of that sweet sound of the flute produced by Mohan. The
inflence of the flute upon the people of the town especially the
Gopikas and the cattle is unbelievably great. They are taken to
the heights of pleasure and delight when they listen to the flate of
Krishna. Ifis divine in nature. The philosophy underlying the
description of ‘Murali-Maduri’ is variously explained by oritios.
The sound produced by the flute is the First Sound Brahmam.
Just like Brahmam is all pervading, the musical sound of the flute
is alsoall pervading. In short the sound of the Muraliis Almighty’s
supreme call. The poet says that the Murali of Krishna is even
superior to God for, the pleasure which it affords to the people is
even greater than the heavenly pleasure.

Surdas’ imagination is indeed very noble and admirable.
His Sursagar is a vast deep ocean of different sweet tastes. Love,
paternal affection, yumghir, wonder and all such colours of human
passion have been#fvell painted in his three famous works,
especially in Sursagar His poems clearly reveal to us his intelli-
gence of a high order and his deep rooted love for God, his
staunch belief in Bhakthi Marga and also his striking imaginative
power. These are the best characteristics of the poet that make
him and his poems immortal, never to be swept off the hearts of
the readers. So it is very appropriate from every point of view
of literary beauty this blind poet is hailed the “Milton of Hindi
literature,” and is placed in the foromost along with Thulasidas
and Keshavadas.
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COLLEGE UNION, 1957-58.

ANNUAL REPORT.

THE activities of the Union for the year 1957-58 commenced
with the election of office-bearers on 18th August, 1957. The

following members were elected to the various offices:—

G. Balaraman, IV B. So, (Physics), Speaker.

S. Palani, I B. Sc. (Physics), Deputy Speaker.

V. Chelladurai, III B. A. iv b/T., General Secretary.
N. Baskaran, P. U, C.,, MP/T,, Joint Secretary.

The following students were nominated by the Principal as
class representatives on the Committee of the College Union:

V. R. Krishnan, IV B.A. ivb/T.

R. Swaminathan, III B. Sc. (Maths.)
S. Kandaswami, I B. A. (Econ.)

G. Rajarajeswari, P. U. G, (N, A. E,)

The following are the chief events of the year. 15-8-57
Independence Day and Centienary of the First Freedom Struggle.
At 9-30 A. M. The Pringcipal, Sri Syed Yakub, hoisted the national
flag and took the Salute at a march past of the N.C.C., Cadets.
Then there was a megting at which the Speaker presided. There
were speeches by the Principal, the Vice-President of the College
Union and the Vice-President of the Tamil Peravai. After the
Presidents’ concluding remarks the mecting came to an end with

vote of thanks by the Secretary.

30-8-57 Inaugural Address was delivered by Sri M. Viswa-
nathan, M. A., Principal, A, V. C. College, Mayuram.

The Speaker of the Union presided.

4-10-57 Qondolence meeting at 10-15 A.M. Principal
presided. The following resolution was passed all the members
standing: “Resolved that this meeting of the students and staff
of the Government College, Kumbakonam expresses their deep
sense of sorrow at the sudden and unexpected death of
Sri A.J. John, Governor of Madras and the Principal is requested
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to convey their heartfelt condolences and sympathy to
Srimathi John and other members of the bereaved family.”

§-10-57 An ordinary meeting was held on 5-10-57 at 5 P, M.
The Deputy Speaker presided. A debate on “Tamil should be the
medium of Instruction in Colleges” was initiated by
Sri C. Vellaiyan, Assistant Lecturer in Tamil. The motion was
opposed by Sri M. K. Subramanian, Assistant Lecturer in
Economics. Sri R. Pandian, Demonstrator in Chemistry and the
following students took part in the debate.

Sri M. Thangaiyan, IV B.A. v b/7T.
Sri Gnanasundaram, P. U.C,

Miss Rajarajeswari, P. U.C.

Miss Rajathi, I B. Se.

Sri 8. Selvaraj, 1II B. A. iv b/T.

The motion was put to vote and was carried by a very large

majority, Sri R. Sundararaju, M. A., M. Litt., Lecturer in English
acted as Observer.

9-10-67 Wild Life Week was celebrated at 4-05 P.M. The
Speaker presided. Sri T. 8. Gopalakrishnan, M. Sec.,, Assistant
Lecturer in Zoology, addressed the gathering on-the necessity for
preserving wild life and treating all animals and birds kindly.

Sri A. T. Soundararajan, B. A., Tuor in English, also spoke
on the oceasion.

25-10-57 United Nations Organisation Day was celebrated
at 5-15 P.M. The Deputy Speaker presided. The Prinocipal gave
an instructive lecture on the organisation and working of the
U.N.O. 8ri P. Manickavelu, Assistant Lecturer in History stress-
ed the importance of the U, N.O. for the maintenance of World
Peace and development of under-developed countries.
Sri 8. P. Thiagarajan, IV B. A,, traced the origin and growth of
the world body. He was followed by some more students who
gave constructive oriticism and spoke on the usefulness and

services of the Organisation. The function came to an end with
vote of thanks by the Secretary.
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16-1-58 The Doctor U. V. Swaminatha Aiyar Tamil
Oratorical Contest was held on 16-1-58 at 4 P. M. The following
oolleges participated:

National College, Tiruchirappalli.
Thiagaraja College, Madurai.

St. Joseph’s College, Tiruchirappalli.
Jamal Mohamed College, ,, »

Kadir Mohideen College, Adirampatnam.
Raja Serfoji College, Tanjore.
Government College, Kumbakonam.

Sri A. Vaithianathan, 1V U. C., Student, National College,
Tiruchirappalli was declared winner of the medal. Sri A. Kamatachi,
IV U. C., Thiagaraja College, Madurai was declared second-

Sri R. Sundararaju, M. A., M Litt, Lecturer in English,
Government College, Rumbakonam, Sri 8. Tirukutarajappa Pillai,
B.A., L. T., Deputy Inspector of Schools, Kumbakonam and
Sri P. Amirthalingam Pillai, Vidwan acted as Judges.

17-1-58 The Rt. Hon’ble V. S. Srinivasa Sastri English
Oratorical Contest was conducted on 17-1-58 at 4 P. M.

Sri Syed Yakub, M. A,, I.. T, Principal, Government College,
Kumbakonam, Sri A. Rajagopala Iyengar, B. A., Li. T, Headmaster,
Bapadurai High Schpol, and Sri 8. Raghavachari, M. A, L.T,,
Headmaster, Town High School, Kumbakonam were the Judges.

The following Colleges took part in the competition:

H, H. The Rajah’s College, Pudukottai.

St. Joseph’s College. Tiruchirappalli.

Jamal Mohamed College, ,, "

Alagappa College, Karikudi-

Government College, Kumbakonam.

Sri V. Srinivasan, III B, A, Government College,
Rumbakonam was declared winner of the medal. Sri M. Bala-
subramanian, P, U.C., Jamal Mohamed College, Tiruchirapalli
was declared second,

26-1-58 Republic Day was celebrated at 8 A. M. The
Principal hoisted the National Flag. Then there was a march
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past of N.C.C. Cadets at which the Principal took the salute.
Then the Principal addressed the gathering of students and
members of the staff surveying the progress made by this infant
Republic during the past eight years and exhorting one and all to

dedicate themselves once again to work for the unity and onward
march of the nation,

Achievements during the year:—

Students of this college distinguished themselves well at
the Oratorical and HEssay competitions under 1857 Freedom

Struggle centenary Celebrations at Tanjore. The following prizes
were won by this College.

Men students: Oratorical contest I Prize Essay; I Prize.
Both won by 8ri 8. Rajavelu, IV B, Sc. Physics.

‘Women students; Oratorical contest I Prize

Kum, G. Rajarajeswari, P. U.C.
” ” IT Prize Kum. J. Rajathi, I B, Sc.
Essay I Prize Kum. B. S, Hanifa, IV B. A.
» 11 Prize Kum. A. Dorothy Rosalind, IV B. A.

Students of this College participated in the Inter-Collegiate

Debates held by the University of Madras in English, Tamil,
Sanskrit and Hindi.

R. Rengarajan of IV B. A. won the II Prize in Sanskrit.

V. Chelladurai, III B. A., IV-b/t.

General Secretary.



ENGLISH ASSOCIATION 1957-58.

President: Sri Syed Yakub, M. A, L. Ts, Seeretary: R, Ganesan, IV B. A,

Vice-President: R. Sundara Raju, Asst, Secretary: S, Narayanan, 1 B. sc.
M, A., M. Litt.,

THE inaugural function of the above Assaciation was conducted
on 17-10-57 with Mr. R. Sundara Raju, the Vice-President in the
chair. Prof. A. C. Subramaniam, M. A., L. T., Reader in English,
Annamalai ’Varsity delivered a delightful discourse on ‘The study

of Shakespeare’.

There was a very enthusiastic participation in the oratorical
competition conducted on 5-11-57 to select the best orator of the
College and the representatives for Inter-Collegiate competitions.
More than ten students took part and Mr. Srinivasan, III B. A,
and Mr. J. Rajaraman, IV B, Sc., were selected.

On 10-11-57 a symposium was conduoted on ‘The Language
problem in India’ in which Messrs 8. N. Ramachandran, M. A,,
T, K. Subramanyam, B. A., (Hons.) Kandappan, B.A. {Hons.) and
G. Srinivasan, IV B. A., took part.

On 18-11-57 Mr. N. Sundaram, a ftalented Shakespearean
actor mono-acted a few scenes from Othello, Julius Ceasar and

The Merchanti of Venice.

An extira-ordinary meeting was conducted on 17-1-58, when
M, Billows, Education Officer, British Council, Madras, delivered
an interesting speech on “Some Problems of learning” to a very

large gathering.



Fbipul Gurene
Rr® o Pdma 195758

s&veurr 2 Gswevreri .
Hm. msug ursmd, MA LT, erov. 9. Aurarrasear, IV B.A.
1% & gZoeuit &% 5QeweOTariv ;
3@ @ 5. suaCarvEi, M-A, o7, Gurovefsr hser, I B, A:

Qepsfp £i QupCaarGeuwsrn CQumd GpréssCsr® @
arsr® pug Curme g bhAlu Qeussdr £Cp Car@dsiiul Gererar.

erar Gs9 shoar Qer H@urSameri Quraér

1 - 9-57 &, gweae@i sdei ury 8 sert. FQpSruh
. e @yduM A,
2 10-10-57 &. sésCaewt Bo.#6s85c@f  Bn. & s
B@. u. SUguafud 10 Dl ser
— ey mwer

3 12-10-67 QerpBuni:
Beren pwi FEPET
wiens o sSwedr
Aesesn el Gu;
saiEran e,

4 29-10-57 Qe pBLITH:

wewrfsﬂa)ésg FLp ST

pYiss80G G50

IS (G LD

5 6-11-57 Qer pBum:

Sengliu b

B (RedL_enLo 2 56

8 18-11-57 & shsBaewi sUPOLQ@UALFT G AL
& DEGY-
Sgsenni
7 27-11-57 Swid Ggoura® aavsi Cugtnust Guer meG-EGE
B. A. (Hons.) SIS .
4 geooL @ Lesr

Cuoft @&Barafwen e gnad Sar
Quer ggie&
8 18- 1-58 2. Gar. &r. Qr
Guriiy



vii

wom Qapdes: &sbsraGuri Bromew® epr Cués, &0
eory Gurigsafsd pwg scorilder Friurs wrenTeuiEer U@ SuTsd
sL_(eor, Gués Guriiyseflsd apsso R A ereiv. grgmGeusy, 1V B. Se.
Qup@si. wirewrelser u@Hulsd Guést Gurigud @YsDH ufls @i
@Jn-gglrrrcggsfpwfﬁ, P.U.C.NA/b, @rewre i ufls @wmﬂymgnﬁﬁ, I B.Se.
QuppeTi. s @eors Guriiguisd p S0y T (B ufssdr o pGw
gefur, IV B. A. Grresisre, IV B. A. dCuri Qupiser.
Qesirdaril usdvs sps T HasTGelpr Hse)s QT HBurLiguied gl
seerfl wrenreui S Lrevaret, p.U.C. MP/t Brerard uflfdrd @up
@i wueoriyd S maueir@peui weT PSSTIT BLSFw s BT Gurl g ufsd
epsiragis uflAZar J. M. #red, [ B.A.yw, pperarfsop Ho srdw, | B.A.
b, gro@ser IV B. A. g Qup perd.

BOg PUHRGH: LT 2 WGEG e-aIDE Yefls@n amsiGe,
B P % Gurppib tpen pudGe, ausir@pausr aursr wapuldoTy UrLLw
oo puiGun Guremeudisir FTiUTS Amseper g HoeuliCupm
gsmud ppiédipemw G pib Qaup Ay r pLgstiul® aGEpS.

H85p L gnd wrswr e EQseT Gausdw Syra@srsr g Gurameanist
sriurs Soeulul L gl @Geosdu wpjweisfégn, sblp 9 el HSLD
@&t B puweTul @ e AsiT &I

B aser @pant afmafipn: 25-1-58, 26-1-58 g, Sw Cadsafleh w5
Bipr Hssfpliy e QarewrrL iUl gi. 25-b Csd wrdv 4 wewfl
Sjerais) Guwesllpr Bpypmoa. Hw A @Grwsrfl psedwri, & o,
4. srsv. sGvaw adgseri, “cusir@meui @Frebsvtllpsi” ersmyip HAVLITeD
BmseperTi oF. apapieTill Djeuiser BHEnEFFMULIL SywemwwrarGsri
Qer HOuTfel & RepsH@i. NG5s ‘sBpt aurtpey’ stepih s&vLded
yeveui Hm BBLs@i Sjeuisar BlprSl prafas Ampo9&ruyb, et
s auripelaTyd PGS Quri i 26-5 G558 ardv 8 wevf] Djerr efilsls
presr @ms QPpus FoF afipr QsrimdDn). @waCGur® urt.ed
wphsHur Gerus BB v avr svr S Eleir wyweidfurd HowHSS!
@owe sfpr. A 5. srsBaivEr stmw adlés, “wpzst @pHemsi
pyersear” pHAud, Glesuyseaut Am u. & pgCreer Sfeuiseir LI
QemrsrE UTL DG Fowy @ﬁr@pé‘b" erepit YITIERS &&inded
sBfens rrisfs 5555 SymmwouTeT GHTi QerH@urfley HspsSH
@iF. e wifE0 usreflsapssTer Gpafosl Curiguyn Gz flpr
Car®y Qsriiy Csrewri i Gpuadr Cambid e b gub, Y&
UL RSB RID, pris T QarLmdpgl. T BreirS  wefl



viii

Serefish Qreirdar s Hursrrui soQrfl wsoai Hm . Cs. sebr
(ps&Ib, 6Tid. 67., eTeV. 1y, Seurssir pHris edprednE sSvevw eudlSHri.
“sueir gpeul ST auTlpefusd BHrish” erepid IwEGs sevile Gurr
Afwi 5. Carelbsrrs@r, 6Tib. of,, o760 Iy.., Yeuiser QT HEOLMmEST H
@t. s 58 Gessaw Sdleir s piurGsdor ) pflujbersir Tty 9y 4.uyib,
urguyb erer@peui srilqu urpelucsdr srisursGe sy SHib srilg
&L ghlareny @eru Cleuersm 50 ps5H o ey HapsHeyt. @reay
Bug sogril vrewelui “srar@mi ufdgn %Y sreyb @ per
Brosgslar yraGsphleort. JBSE “wri eousfwb” Taub @rus
Bytni&mr fm urevsyear Hspsd wdpelssri. mwg ssogrd wrewr
aurserred “seufl wr osrEni” e PHwlsri selens BrL.sid,
Gner QAphuisr ggluoLlGon SruGsppiQupng. dsrari Gomal
Curlqulss ufl&@QUHCHBTEGL, Brissbe ukg Qupp wrewreal, LTeRT
fuisgw @ ar uflaser QUpCwHEGL & bariiQumorarGaruisd Guwm
Awsdpri Am slouur apuueEi Seifser ufsssr ks e iser.
STy “ersir y) par G st SWOID” 6 Hm(p H p uenEIBew W ewrey, wireswreld
wit, Gurrffluiser Quep pupHHurd ‘Qurerafl’ ey ®s@uepss
Quriissh wei SraGsApn. sogrf sNssH80 g QurerGarLrs
Imwhss Geaepr. sHp eariden GLhoss soarflss @ s B
Qupw Qupsurgn, Gueunmd QupRés = migdwrwurd @mbo
Gy usQwsTy UTITS R5EIPPSS 2 Sswisdr daramiEh G
ufléma qpeuh sTRISET & 2 6T b &6fl b5 BesT Huf oruyib, euewr & g .S Gt ujtb
usnLsdearGmib.

arps Sbpl aaris @ per O pH!
arps sfpo Cugeme!



=

{;
e

K. Abdul Sathar and K. Perumal /

1 el
R. Rangarajan, IV B: A.
Sanskrit Orator
Second in University Debate

Inter-University Volley ball players

V. Srinivasan, [1I B. A.
E.ng]is['l Orator
Winner. Rts Hon. Sastri Gold Medal.



Thangadurais Il B S % +S. Vajrapathy, IV B. A.

Athletic Champion o8 Gymnastic Champion
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Social Service League
Report of the activities during 1957 —’58,

President: Sri Syed Yakub, M. A,, L. T. Vice-President: Sri R. Pandian, B.Sc.,
Associate Vice-President: Miss T. R. Haimavathi, B, a,, (Hons.)

WE have on rolls 150 men and 40 women volunteers.
S. Vajrapathy, 1v B.A. and P. Krishnan were elected as

Secretary and Asst. Secretary with Miss A. D. Rosalind, 1v B.A.
as Lady Representative.

Our activities included regular visits to nearby villages
like Manalmedu, Baburajapuram, Pambappadayur, Maruda-
nallur, Thippirajapuram and Karuppur, bathing the children and
teaching the villagers hygienic lfe and civic rgsponsibility.
Children were supplied milk and sweets.

Our volunteers were also visiting the local Government

Hospital and enabled the ailing to forget their sufferings by
reading some periodicals.

As usual the night school has been doing good work
teaching the poor and the illiterate.

The National Children's Day was.celebrated colourfully,
with a day-long programme for the children from a number

of schools in the town. The children were given tea

and
sweets.

Our volunteers have been helping in the orderly conduot
of all meetings in the college.

The local Block Development officer Sri M. Chelliah has
been of invaluable help to us in our service. We are very
grateful to him and to his department.

Our thanks are due to the Principal for his parental

guidance and to the members of the staff for their kind
co-operation.



Report of the activities of
The History and Economics Association
FOR THE YEAR 1957-58.

THE aotivities of the History and Economics Association
commenced in the month of August with a call for nomi-
nations for election. The special feature of this year was that the
secretaries of this association only, were elected nnanimously.

The activities of the History and Economics Association
for the year 1957-58 were inaugurated by Sri P.K.S. Raja,
M.A., M. Litt., M., (Yale) Reader in Politics, Annamalai
University, on Wednesday the 4th September 1957.
Sri P. Manickavelu, M. a., the vice-president of the association
presided over the function.

Sri P. Manickavelu, M. a., in his introductory speech
welcomed the guest. In his lecture on “The Foreign Policy
of India”, Sri P.K.S. Raja explained the position of India
in the world and its affairs and observed India’s relationship
with foreign countries and also its diplomacy.

The secrebary, M., Parthasarathy proposed a vofe of
thanks. The function came to an end with the National
Anthem.

Under the auspices of the Planning Forum a meeting
was conducted on Friday the 13th September.

Sri M. K. Subtamaniyam, B- a.,, (Hons) was the president
for the function.

Sri Venkatesan, M. A., Five-Year Plan Publicity Officer
delivered a lecture on “The achievements of the First five
year plan”. Many of the students participated. The function
was concluded with a film show.

On 1st December 1957, a debate was conducted. The
subject of the day was “Democracy is suited for India”.
Sri P. Manickavelu presided. Some of the members of the
staff and many students participated in that debate. In that
debate with the majority of 47 votes, it was decided that
democracy is suited for India.

The secretary of the association proposed a vote of
thanks and the meeting concluded with the National Anthem.
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On 20th December an extra-ordinary meeting was held. -
. Sri P. V. Srinivasan, M. a., Lecturer in Economics, presided
over the function and delivered a lecture on “Socialist
Society”, in Tamil. About five students followed the president
and participated in the meefing.
N. S. Sachithanandam, the Asst. Secrefary proposed a vote
of thanks. The meeting came to an end Wib_h National Anthem.
Under the auspices of the Planning Forum, a meeting
was conducted on 2nd January 1958. Sri P. V. Srinivasan, M. A.,
presided. Sri M. K. Subramaniyam, 8. ., (Hons.) delivered a
lecture on “The savings”. Some of the students participated.
The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks. :

M. Parthasarathy, Secretary.

a0
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Maths. and Science Association

President : Sri Syed Yakub, M. A, L.T., Secretary: M. Abubucker, 1v 8. se,

Vice-President : Sti B.S. Neelakantan,m. A, Asst. Seeretary: T. A. Natarajan,
nr B. sc.

SOON after the election was over, the activities of Maths.
and Science Association commenced on Gth Sep. 1957, when
Sri E. S. Neelakantan, M. A, vice-president of the association
presided over the function. Cap. T. Murugaiyan, Principal of
Raja Serfoji College, Tanjore delivered the inaugural address.
On that occasion he spoke on “The Mystery of Atom”, He
gave a historical account of the development of Atomic
Physics and explained the structure and behaviour of atoms.
After the oconcluding speech of Sri H.S. Neelakantan, the
secretary of the association proposed a vote of thanks. The
function came to an end with the Nafional Anthem.

On 166h Oct,, 1957, a debate was conducted by the
Association. The subjcct of the day was “Whether the
progress of the world lies in the hands of Scientists or
Politicians”. Sri A. T. B Saravapaswamy, Head of the Depart-
ment of Maths, presided. Some of the members of the staff
and many students pavsicipated in the debate. Most of the
persons assembled bthere, raised thewr hands in favour of
Beientists and 6 was resolved on that occasion, “The Progress
of the world lies iu the hands of Scientists”. Then
Sri  A.T.B. Saravanaswamy explained the characteristics
of debate and congratulated the speakers. The secretary
proposed a vote of thanks and the meeting concluded.

On 16th Nov., 1957, under the presidentship of
Mr. K. N. Subramaniam, B. sc., (Hons.) a meeting was held.
Mr. M. Bhargavan, M. a., L-T., delivered a lecture on ‘‘Artificial
Satellites”. He gave an admirable account of the principle
and mechanism of the satellites. The seorefary proposed a
vote of thanks.

On 23rd Jan., 1958 an oratorical contest was conducted.
Messrs A.T.B. Saravanaswamy, M. Bhargavan and T. S. Gopala-
krishnan acted as Judges. Sri Rajaraman, 1v B.sc, (Phy.)
came oub first in the confest; he spoke on “Indian Socience’’.
The next best was B. Raju, IV B. sc.. (Maths.) who spoke on



xiv

“Artificial Satellites” and the third rank was obtained by
P. S. Parasuraman, Iv B. A, who spoke on *“The place of
Science in the civilised life”. Mr. A T.B. Saravanaswamy
congratulated the winners.

On 24th Jan., 1958, Ramanujam Day was celebrated.
Sri Syed Syed Yakub, Principal presided over the function
and Mr. G, Sankaranarayanan, Reader in Maths. Annamalai
University delivered a lecture on ““The Use of Statistics in
Modern Scientific Development”. He spoke on various appli-
cations of Random Sampling, Probability and Binomial
distribution. After the concluding speech of the president
Sri T.A. Natarajan, Asst. Secretary of the Association pro-
posed a vote of thanks and the meeting concluded.

On the 8th of February about 30 members of the
association accompanied by a party of members of the staff
went on excursion to WNeiveli and to Annamalainagar. The
party left Kumbakonam early in the morning, had breakfast
at the Lower Anicut and reached coal-fields by about 9 a.m.
The visit was highly educative. The staff of the coal-fields
explained the workings and the various products -that can be
manufactured from brown coal. The test pits, the arfesian
springs and the chemical laboratory were the chief objects
that arrested the attention of the members ~The party paid
its homage fo the Shrine of Aranachala Kavirayar at
Vandalur. After spending a few hours in the various laboratories
of Annamalai University, the party retured to Kumbakonam
by about 9-30 p.m,

M- Abubucker, iv B.sa.,
Secretary.



Hindi Maha Mandal

President: A. Syed Yakub, M. A,, L. T., Viee-President: S, N, Ramachandran, M.4.,

Secretary: P, S. Parasuraman, Asst. Seretary: Geezulal, N. A, H/H,
IV B. A., IV b/H.

THE activities of the Mandal were inaugurated by
Sri K. Rajagopalan, B.4, B.o.L. (Lecturer in Hindi. Sir
Thyagarajar College, Madras.) Sri A. Syed Yakub, M. A, L.T,
Principal of the College, presided over the function. The
President of the meeting made references with regard to the
relationship between Hindi and Urdu. Sri K. Rajagopalan,
B.A,B.0.L delivered a lecture of comparative study among
various literatures. He specially dealt with Kamban and

Thulasi.

In this year one remarkable meeting was conducted on
the subject “The Truth about Hindi” on the 9th January
1958, Kuamari Manorama Bai, M. A, (A. L. in Hindi) presided
over the meeting, Sri S.N. Ramachandran, M. a, delivered
an interesting and instructive speech on the subject. He
specially dealt with philology and gave statistical informa-
tions regarding Hindi, Sri P.S. Parasuraman, Iv B. A, also
spoke on the shme subject.

This year we’ have registered definite signs of progress
which speak of the aptness, utility and the need of this Mandal.
In this year two students participated in the University Oratorical
pontest in Hindi. On the whole there were two meetings of very
great importance which enabled the Hindi students to improve

their knowliedge.

P. S. Parasuraman,
Secretary.



A brief report of the act'ivitfi_es__fdf‘
The Samskrita Samajam in 1957-58.

Office Bearers with Sri Rajagopalan, District Magistrate.
President :

Secretary; E ;
~ Sri Syed Yakub, M. A, L.T. R. Balasubtamnyan v B. A.r(b) s
Vice=President : Asst. Secretary: o

Prel

Sri R. K. Parthasarathy, M. A,, L. T. N. Sampach I B.SC. P, u/s. w2

TE[E inaugural function of the above Sam&j‘am was
celebrated on Friday, the 18th of October 1957 when Sn K. Ba.}a.-
gopalan, Attorney-at-Law, District M‘aglstr G
and inaugurated the activities of the Sa
year. Sri M. Rama Rao, B.A, L.T., B
Ramayana Vidwan, delivered the immgura.l addres

' After prayer by the Vme-Prasxdent of Miihg ﬁam;am, the~' :
Prmcnpal and President of the :

guests and the gathering.
' _,ahearﬁy welcometn i Rajage
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Sri Rajagopalan referred to Azhwars and Nayanmars and dwelt
on their God-love.

Mr. R. Balasubrahmanyan, 1v ol. 1 brs, Secretary of the
Samajam pwgopQSed a hearty vote of Thanks.

On the 22nd of November 1957 Messrs R. Balasubrahmanyan
and N, Sampath, Secretary and Assistant Secretary of the
Samajam respectively gave an inferesbing talk on “The Glory of

Sanskrit”. Mr. R. Satakopan, Iv cl. 1v b/s presided. Mr. R. Ranga-
rajan 1v cl. 1 b/s proposed a vote of thanks.

On 10-1-58, Messrs T 8. Maheswaran, A. Balasubrahmanyan
and G. Ramachandran, students of the three-year degree course
spoke on “Kalidasa” and “Saunskrit Titerature”. The poetic art
of Kalidasa and some of the glorious features of the Samskrif
Literature were elaborated upon by the spealters with suitable
quotations. The Asgsistant Secretary proposed a vote of thanks.
On 92-1-58 Messrs P. Ramanathan and R. Rangarajan, both
of 1v ol. 1b/s spoke on “The Satakatraya of Bhartruhri”
and “Kalidasa's ideals of Womanhood” respectively. Both the
speakers quoted profusely from the respective works and thus
made their talks very interesting and instructive to the large
gathering of students. The Secretary of the Samajam proposed a
very hearty vote of thanks.

On 20-2-58, thd Samajam Day was celebrated colourfully.
Prof. A.V. Nagaraja Sarma of Karaikudi College spoke on
“An Aspech of Kalidasa’s work” and referred to the idea of
good offspring being the highest blessing, found as a connecting
thread of all the works. A large gathering of students, lecturers
and the elite of the town attended the function.



The Kumbakonam College
Students’ Co-operative Stationery Society, Lid.

T HE above Society was started on July 12th, 1922. The
objects of the Society are:—

(a) The encouragement of thrift and self-help;

(b) The purchase of the college requisites and other
necessaries of life for retail sale to the members;

() The dissemination of the knowledge of co-operative

principles and their realisation as far as practicable;
and

(@) The doing of all such other things as are incidental or
eonducive to the attainment of the above objeats.

The business of the Society is conducted and supervised by
a Board of Directors and a General Body. The Principal is the
President of the Society. The election of the office-bearers of the
Society took place on J anuary 8th, 1958. The newly elected Vice-
President is Sri M. K. Subramanian, Asst. Liecturer in Economics.-

The following are the members of the Board of Directors elected
for the year 1957-58,

L, Sri P. Padmanabhan, M. .. Asst. Lecturer in Philosophy
2. Capt. V. Ramakrishnan, M. &., Asst, Lecturer in Tamil.
3. Bri A, M. Sheriff, u, 4., Asst. Lecturer in Physics.

4. Sri R. Kalidoss, 1v B. 4., 1v b/T and

5. Bri V. Chelladorai, 111 B. -, 1v b/T.

At present the Society has a strength of 189 members who
constitute the General Body. Associate membership is given 6o
all students without any restriction on payment of 25 ne. per head.

The total sales during the year 1957-58 amount to
Rs. 8,939-14-3. The Bociety conducted an Hssay competition on
Co-operative and two prizes were awarded for the year 1957. The
Poor Boys' Book Dept, auxiliary to the Society, is doing good
Service in helping the poor and needy students who cannot afford
to buy books. Bvery year the Co-operative Day is celebrated
under the auspices of the Society. The office bearers of the

Society do their utmost to improve the Society within the scope;
helping the students of this College.



Report of the D Company
Second Madras Bn NCC

By
V. Ramakrishnan, Captain.

THE activities of the NCC for the year 1957-58 commenced
with the eombined Social Service and Cadre Camp held in May
1957 at Pallappatti, in Madura District, when 34 cadets and two
officers of this Company participated. This is the only Company
which contributed not only the allotted strength but also one

extra cadet.

Immediately after the Camp Lieut. A. Krishnamurti left for
Moscow on appointment as translator in the employof U.S S.R.
Op the day of re-opening Lieut. V.8. Angappan left to join the
Presidency College. As there was no time for the selection and
training of Officers the Company administration and training was
managed by only one Officer, Captain V. Ramakrishnan.

In July 1957 a keen enthusiasm among the students to join
the NCC resulted in a rush for enrolment when about 130 students
applied for 50 vacancies. The Company had its full compliment
of 95 Cadets by the end of July 1957. To reward the zeal of the
students to join the NCC the authorities are pleased to increase
the strength of the Company from 95 to 104 from next academic

year.

A special feature of this year is the combined Ceremonial
Parade on the Independonce Day (August 1857) when the
Police, Senior Division, Junior Division and Girls Division NCC

participated. Sri N. Rengasamy, I A.8,, Sub-Collector, took the

salate.
During the Michaelmas Holidays a cadre camp was condact-

od for the benefit of the cadets appearing for the ‘C’ Certificate
Examination. This produced a very good effect in the resalts of
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the Certificate Examinations. The Annual Camp for the year
was held at Tiruchirapalli from 8 to 21 Decemaber 1957 when one
of our Cadets was selected to participate at the Republic Day
Parade at Delhi on 26, January 1958, The Officer Commanding,
D Company, takes this opportunity to congratulate Under Officer
K. Gopalakrishnan who had this unique honour of being a member
of the contingent sent by the 2nd Circle Cadet Corps, Madras
State.

Another unique feature of the activities of this year is the
ecombined N. C. C. Social on 27-2~58 celebrated jointly by the units
and troops of the Senior, Junior and Girls Divigion, N.C.C.
stationed at Kumbakonam. Hon'ble Sri K. Kamaraj, Chief
Minister, Madras State, presided over the function and distributed
the prizes.

30 Cadets appeared for ‘B’ Certificate Examinations out of
which 24 came out with success. Out of 6 Cadets sent for ‘C
Certificate Examination five crossed the hurdles very easily four
of whom were awarded ‘B’ Grade.

As in previous years the N,C.C. had the maximum oco-
operation and help from the Principal without which it would
have been very difficult to carry out the work in the Company
especially at a time when the unit is under staffed. The Officer
Commanding, D Company, takes this opportunity to thank the
Principal for all the help received during the year,
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BINNY’S
FABRI1CS

ARE THE BEST

IS

THE TALK OF THE DAY

Uuaitable at
K. Ranganatham Chetty

WHOLESALE & RETAIL DEALER
FOR BINNY’S PRODUCTS

200, Big Bazaar St., KUMBAKONAM.
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| AJAN STUDIO

FOR
The best Dhotographs

Cxcellant Dortraits

Brilliant enlargemento
&

For AU Photographic needs
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Ghe Best Place is

RAJAN STUDIO
36, 81c streery,  KUMBAKONAM.
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HE PHARMACY

Mut treet KUMBAKONAM

@ealers in
Pharmaceutical Lines Up-To-Date

Having Wholesale And Retail Sales
EFFICIENT DISPENSING UNDER
QUALIFIED PERSONS IN CHARGE
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Quality
WATCHES
CLOCEKS

AND
TIME-PIECES
SALES & SERVICE

S
. THE NATIONAL WATCH Co,
POTHAMARAI SOUTH # KUMBAKONAM
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THE HOUSE OF TIME
THE POPULAR CHOICE IN

THE BEST WATCHES, TIME-PIECES & CLOCKS

can be always had at Moderate Prices

M/S. MODERN WATCH CO.
98, T. H. S. Road, KUMBAKONAM

Authorised Dealers For:

FAVRE LEUBA, ANGLO-SWISS, ASSOCIATED WATCH Co.,
CYMA, ROAMER, SANDOZ WATCHES, ATTRACTIVE
WALL-CLOCKS AND ALARM TIME-PIECES
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Precision Repairing by Experts undertaken
Sole Prop.; M, Jayaraman
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Quality Sweets

Purest Sweets
Superior in Quality
Best in the Market
' The Choice of your Children.
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Manufacturers:—

The Southern India Confectionery Factory,
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Edited & pudblished by Srt R Sundara Raju, M.A., ¥, Litt., akthe Government Colleger

Kumbakonam & Printed by St Rangaswami, 8.A. at the
CaumeetSToT ™ Pywes, Kumbakonara,
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GOVT. COLLEGE, KUMBAKONAM

Students’ Co-operative Society

2

FOR ALL STUDENTS® REQUIREMENTS
AT, THE CHEAPEST PRICES.

Get your Text Books, Note Books, Notes etc.
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THE STUDENTS’ CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY,

Govt, Callege, Kumbakonam.

THE ONLY CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY g
BY THE STUDENTS,
OE. THE STUDENTS,
FOR THE STUDENTS.

Special concession:
A Rebate of One Anna per Rupee
is allowed on all purchases,

M. K. SUBRAMANIAM,
Vice-President,
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