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London, July 1, 1808.
GENTLEMEN,

THE order transmitted in your general Letter to your
Government bf Madras, under date the 15th April, 1807, for my
removal from the command of your forces at that Presidency, and
the subsequent privation, by the Council, of the command rof
: England

Under the surprize and mor! # Which _such a measure so
conveyed, and so acted upon, it rallﬁulated to produce,
1 have waited until the first tumult of agitated feelings had sub-
sided, before I addressed your Court, in search of the motive on
which it wag founded. That period is now arrived ; I have sub-
mitted to my%sentence ; my feelings have been moderated; and I am
now on the spot to solicit, with the respect which is due to your
Court, and the regard which I owe to my own reputation, that I
may be made acquainted, by authority, with the cause of my
-disgrace ; for as yet I have to learn, that I have done any thing to
which it can justly be ascribed. I have been sacrificed without
inquiry, I solicit_ to be heard; when I trust it will appear,
B

his Majesty’s troops, have brought
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that either through defective information, or incorrect examination,
I have cxperienced a severity of treatment, hitherto unexampled
in the British dominions. Unconscious of any justifiable ground
for the exercise of such severity, and in the total absence of all
reason assigned, I ought perhaps to confine this Letter to.the
simple request of the disclosure of your motives for my removal
from your service in the manner it was done; but it'seems to me
more ingenuous, more candid, and to lead with more expedition to
the desired effect, to enter at once upon what alone can be urged,
and commit the question, without delay, to your justice.

I must assume, Gentlemen, that your Court considered it had
sufficient grounds for removing me; and I equally must infer,
from the manner in which that measure was executed, that it was
intended to be expressive of your displeasure at my conduct. This,
perhaps, may be traced to the code of regulations, framed for the
better management of your native army, which were published in
general orders, in the month of March, 1806, and to the subse-
quent mutiny and massacre that ensued at Vellore, on the 10tr.
July of the same year, which were erroneously alledged (wher
their real cause was less known ) to have been occasioned principally
by the order inserted in the 10th Paragraph of the 11th Section of
those regulations, and which, had it been the fact actually, I contena,
‘would not have rendered me justly deserving of censure; for, placing
out of view, principle, or reasoning, as prevailing against usage
and invariable practice, the order itself was issued from the sole

advice and suggestion of the most experienced and enlightened
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officers in your own service. And it is an extraordinary fact, in
the face of the injurious consequences that have attached to me,
that it will be found that I have been the only officer in India who
expressed objection to the continutince of the regulation. '

It is not my intention to enter into the causes and circumstances
of that sanguinary transaction, further than as my own conduct, in
the capacity of Commander-in-Chief, may appear to have any rela-
tion with it, and with a view of establishing, by a sober statement
of facts, that misconception and misrepresentation alone could have
connected me with it, in any way deserving of censure ; and, con-
sequently, that if my removal was founded in it, that I have
unmeritedly been exposed fo injustice. In this appeal, Gentle-
men, my object is truth. Tt is not my design to disguise: I have
nothing to conceal, as little do I feel that I have any thing to
reproach myself with ; my intention is to state my case with
fairness, and to support it alone by such references as are in evi-
‘dence on your own records.

In the detail into which I am about to enter, I must unavoeid-
ably trespass upon the attention of your Court, beyond the li-
mits I should wish to observe; buf, placed in a situation where
my military character, and my feelings, have alike been wounded
by the treatment I have experienced, I trust, Gentlemen, your Court
will not consider that I invade your indulgence, by soliciting your
consideration to a more minute display of facts, than could other-
wise, with propriety, be obtruded on your notice. It is the privi-
lege of the injured to complain, and where character especially is
at stake, it is the attribute of justice to listen.
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I shall not dwell on the manner in which I was appointed to the
command of your army at Madras. It is known to your Court
that it was not an object of my solicitation; it was tendered to me
graciously by his Majesty and the Company, and I accepted it
with the ambition, while I held it, of endeavouring to deserve the
approbation of both. It was less the object of my choice than
the career of my duty. On this principle I received it, sacrificing
for it a high and lucrative situation in his Majesty’s army in
Irelapd, as Quartermaster-geperal, and allowed to indulge the
fairest hope of succeeding to the chief command in India.

On my arrival at Madras, in the month of February, 1805, to
take charge of the army, I found at the head of ifs staff, two
officers eminently qualified by character for the stations they filled,
Colonel Agnew and Major Pierce; both had been raised to them
by superior qualifications. Colonel Agnew, the Adjutant-general,
was inferior to no officer on any staff, and superior o most: he
had been above thirty years in your service, and was distinguished
for his general ability, and extensive knowledge of the language,
manners, and customs of the native troops, as well as of the rules
and usages of the army at large. Major Pierce, the Deputy Ad-
jutant-general, had been twenty-five years in your service, was
equally experienced by reputation, and acfually, at his introduction
to me, brought me a book of regulations, patronized by the most
distinguished officers, who had served in India. Such officers were
deservedly entitled to my respect and confidence, and to the light
of such minds I naturally trusted in the construction of native
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usages and customs, in preference to resting upon my own in-
experience and self-opinion. In this you will feel that I pursued
the path of prudence.

On the first explosion, of the event, that leads to this address,
I might have taken a step which would at once have displayed to
the whole world my share in the transaction ; which was, to have
placed in arrest, or suspended from office, those officers, till they
had pleaded before your Court in justification of the supposed evil
effect of the advice they bad given; butas I could not condemn
the principle upon which they acted, and could not but acknow-
ledge the force of usage, I scorned to make so easy a road for
‘distinct exculpation of myself, and thereby expose them to an urjust
chance, through the weight of local authority, of an aggravated
imputation and charge.

In the course of the period, while I was intrusted with the com-
mand of your troops, the inconvenience felt throughout the service,
from the want of any standing orders for the ordinary routine of
-regimental duty, had excited the general animadversion of the army.
The Deputy Adjutant-general, under the superintendance of the
Adjutant-general, undertook by appointment of Government, to
revise the existing code of regulations, and to prepare a body of
standing orders, by which the whole army should be uniformly
guided, founded on former improved systems of this kind, and
collected chiefly from the orderly books of the different Sepoy
regiments. To the advantage of such a code, judiciously formed

and arranged, in every well-regulated army, you cannot be in-
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sensible. In the compilation of this work, it was naturally my first
wish, that the religious prejudices of the native troops should not
be disturbed, but that a just regard should be had to whatever
related to the usages of their casts ; with these I could not be pre-
sumed to be deeply acquainted, from the limited périod I had been
at their head ; but I naturally considered, that the able officers,
under whose guidance it was drawn up, intimately conversant with
them, from having passed their whole military life in India, would
so frame it, as to avoid every interference of such a nature. A
With the policy of respecting the religious ceremonies of the
Hindoos, and Moormen, I was familiar; I knew that your empire
in the East was considerably suspended by the thread of opinion ;
I felt that your principle hitkerto had been, to secure your con-
quests by respecting the religion of the people, and preserving to
both sects their faith inviolate. My object was, therefore, to do
nothing that trenched on so wise a system (by which only can
your dominion be preserved), and my directions and subsequent
conduct shew, how much I was alive to the wisdom of -main-
taining it. If I have been made the instrument of violating it
{which I aver has not been the case), it will not be denied,
that it bas been effected by minds, the least likely, it will be pre-
sumed, to have led me into such an error; and at this hour, the
world will admit, that to have continued to doubt their infor-
mation and judgment upon points like these, would have demanded
a preternatural ageney, rather than arise from the operation of a

human understanding. 'What, therefore, was the line of conduct
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I pursued with reference to these principles? Aware of the im-
policy and danger of innovation, and anxious to guard against the
‘possibility of being ignorantly led into unintentional violation of
the native usages, I directed the Deputy Adjutant-general to note
with red ink all matter ;n the least different from former practice
or usage, that the attention of Government might be immediately
directed to it. This fact will sufficiently satisfy your Court, that I
was fully alive to the importance of respecting such general cus-
toms ; and in further evidence of the thorough sense I entertained
of the impolicy of any such innovation, the letters from Colonel
Agnew and Major Pierce, of the 18th and 26th of July, recorded
on your proceedings, distinctly admit that I broadly stated to them
“any dislike to touch, in any shape, on the customs of Cast.”

It is not necessary to add more on this head, to prove the
attention I gave to the proper policy to be observed in the framing
of these regulations. When they were ready for the inspection and
revision of Government, I assembled the Adjutant-general, the
Quartermaster-general, and Deputy Adjutant-general of your
forces, to discuss them, paragraph by paragraph ; they were read
by myself; and several successive days were devoted to a strict in~
vestigation of the propriety of each regulation. The following
proposed order, immediately on reading it, arrested my notice, and
I shall request the attention of your Court to the vigilance I dis-
played, whilst labouring under the impression that it was an émpo-

litic interference with the customs and prejudices of the native sol-
diery.
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Par. 10. Sect. 11. « It is ordered by the Regulations, that a

* native soldier shall not mark his face to denote his cast,
““ or wear ear-rings, when dressed in his uniform ; and it is
 further directed, that at all parades, and upon all duties,
¢ every soldier of the battalion shall be clean shaved on the
“chin. It is directed also, that uniformity shall, as far as
‘“it is practicable, be preserved, in regard to the quantity

<t and shape of the hair on the upper lip.”*

I instantly objected to this regulation, on the grounds I have
stated. 'What was the reply? The Adjuiant-general assured me
that it was founded on the invariable practice of the service; that
in no well-regulated corps was it ever permitted to wear those dis-
tinctive marks, under arms, and appealed to my own personal ob-
servation of such regiments as I had reviewed, in support of his
declaration. His letter of the 18th of July, to which I have already
referred your Court, renews the assertion, and other respectable
autborities confirmed its truth. The Deputy Adjutant-general, in
his subsequent letter, of the 26th of July, likewise on your records,

and already cited, states as follows:

“ When the above order was read, it atltracted your notice,

“and your Excellency asked, whether it would interfers

* The notion was propagated, that the Sepoy whiskers were ordered to be cut off,

This shews their shape only was directed to be uniform.



9

“* with the prejudices of the natives 2°° I answered, like the
“ Adjutant-general, that it would not, and that it was not
“ the custom in any well-regulated corps for native soldiers
““ to appear in the manner Jorbid by the regulation.”” < In
“ inserting the abovementioned paragraphs, I considered
‘“ that I was merely recording what had appeared to me a
““ ¢ regulation in the well-conducted part of the service.’
““ It was my good fortune to act for a series of years as
“* Public Staff Officer of a station, under Geuperal Brath-
¢ waite, of the East India Company’s service, who, at the
“ same time that he paid the most unremitted aitention to
““ the comfort and real prejudices of the soldiers, enforced
<< discipline throughout every rank under his command.
¢ in a degree that I have not since seen equalled; and,
< I declare upon my honour, that I do not recollect to have
¢ gver seen during that period, a native soldier on duty with
““ his face marked, or wilh large ear-rings in his ears ; and
< further, that I am certain, that if any man bad appeared
<< 30 bedecked on parade, he would have been turned ff from
«« i¢. I was afterwards stationed as Major of Brigade at
<« Vellore, where it never occurred.”

““ The regiments of cavalry have in their ranks men of the
“ highest cast, of all sorts and religions, and a reference
< can be made to the old officers of these corps for infor-
<< mation, whether it has, at any period, been ever customary
< for their soldiers to appear on duty with macgks on their

* faces, or large ear-rings.”
c
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On these assurances,’ I suffered the insertion of the order, and,
yielding to the weight of such respectable authorities, I abandoned
the notion that it was contrary to the usage of the service, or par-
taking of innovation. Thirty years of experience were not to be
opposed by opinions formed by books; and, conceiving it or;ly
to be consonant with the usual course of a Sepoy battalion, I no
lIonger opposed its adoption; I felt convinced; objection was
silenced : was this the fact? By sﬁbsequent authorities, the ques-
tion is additionally established, if other testimonies were wanting,
in support of such conclusive evidences. Major-general Dugald
Campbell (an officer of forty years experience in your service), in
his letter to me, under date September 12, 1806, and which is

before y ur Court, says:

 Since the general orders issued about eight years ago, the
* marks of cast have been generally discontinued throughout
“ the army; and I am confidently assured, ' that many in-
¢« stances have occurred of native officers, of their own ac-~
 cord, chastising Sepoys for appearing im the ranks so

¢ distinguished.”

Lieutenant-colonel Chalmers, of the first battalion, second regi-
ment native inf'abtry, says, in his letter of the 28th August, 1806,

also recorded :

“ I begr leave to inform your Excellency, that so far back as
“ the year 1777, Colonel Edington, one of the best officers
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*in our service, to whose battalion (the 4th) I then be-
* longed, prohibited the wearing of ear-rings when on duty,
‘“ or marks of cast ; it was complied with without a word
““ being said, as it was no degradation to them, they having it.
¢ at their option to wear both ear-rings and marks, the mo-
““ ment they were off parade. Ear-rings are not a necessary
“mark of cast; the ears being bored 1is quite suffi-
“ cient; nor is it a crime in an Hindoo being without a
““mark any number of days. The leaving off the large
“ ear-rings, and mark of casts, was such an improvement
“to the native soldier’s appearance, that a well-regulated
““ corps never allowed either. 1 have served in seven different
“ corps, and was Adjutant to two; and I declare, I never
¢ saw either large ear-rings, or conspicuous marks of cast
“on a Sepoy, when on duty, since the period above-men-
“ tioned ; nor is it at this moment adopfed in the corps 1
“ command. Those officers with whom I bave conversed
“ on the above subject are of my opinion, that the order
* respecting the wearing of ear-rings, or marks on the fore-
¢ head, does not militate against the highest cast of the
¢ pative soldiers ; it has been the practice so generally for
“ these twenty-nine years back, that an order has never

“ been thought necessary to be published on the subject.”

Major Bruce, of the 20th regiment of native infantry, in his
Ietter dated the 4th September, 1806, amoeng the papess submitted

10 you, says:
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“I bhave to inform your Excellency, that I always con-
¢ sidered it as a standing regulation of the native service,
“ and to the best of my recollection it was invariably prac-
“ tised in the different battalions I have served in since.the-
« year 1783 ; namely, that when Sepoys were paraded for
¢ general or regimental duty, they always appeared, clean
“ shaved on the chin, without the marks of cast on their

 forehead, or ear-rings.”

Captain Sydenham, the Resident at Hyderabad, in his public

letter to the Madras Government, writes in these terms:

« Almost all the corps in Bengal, which are composed of
¢ Hindoos of the highest casts, never use their distinguishing

“ marks on duty.”

The resolutions thus drawn up, by the most experienced and en-
lightened officers in your service, who by their immediate fanctions
werethe depositary ofall general tules and ordinances, and scrutinized
with such care by myself, were submitted to the corrective eye of
Government ; they remained for some weeks before the Board of
Council, at the end of which they were returned to the Adjutant-
general for publication. Having stood ﬁ:]e't\est of these various
checks, they were ultimately issued out in general orders to the
army, in the month of March, 1806, 1 considered, in common

with the Board, that I was only giving my ganction to a more
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connected and regular digest of the military rules and usages of
your native army, than had hitherto been collected ; that I was
confirming practice, not introducing innovation ; the precaution
‘pursued relieved me from the apprehension of their being justly
exceptionable to the troops, and the subject was dismissed from
my mind, as an ordinary measure of public duty completed.

Enough has been said to satisfy you, Gentlemen, that not the
slightest innovation was intended, or took place. I proceed, inthe
same spirit of candour, to what may be considered as the remaining
probable ground of objection to my conduct.

With this order was combined a regulation introducing @ new
turban for the native army, ahd, as this change in the snapk alone
of the usual style of head-dress of the Sepoys, coupled with the
10th Paragraph of the 11th Section, have been erroneously con-
ceived by some to have produced the mutiny and massacre at
Vellore, the reasons for adopting it, and the way in which it was
first suggested to my notice, demand more of explanation than
otherwise would seem to.belong to a subject of such little momeat,
If the mutiny was a consequence of these regulations (which
neither reason nor fact can maintain ), I have little hesitation in
admitting, that the furban must be viewed as the primary cause of
it.. At this alone was discontent directed ; for although the re-
sriction wpon the marks might naturally be thought to have excited
greater objection (by those who igrorantly conceived the measure
to be novel ), yet, through the long course of examination, it does

not appear to have attracted even notice; it was felt to be in
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unison with the common practice of every battalion in the service.
The order for enforcing it, is to be found in direct werds in many
orderly-books; and it had, therefore, nothing of movelty in it to
awaken resistance.

The turban alone was ostensibly the ground of complaint; at
this the objections were levelled; andthis, by general admission,was
the prominent feature of discontent in the very limited, and tainted
portion of your army, where alone the language of objection had '
been heard. Dismissing the supposition, therefore, that the 10th
Paragraph ‘of the 11th Section of the code of standing regulations
either infringed on the usages of cast, or excited complaint, I
come to the measure of the turban, which on better evidence, is
admitted to have been the principal and only grievance alledged.

You are not, Gentlemen, to be informed, that your native troops
universally wear turbans, and have ever so done, since first they
were employed in your service. The shape of this turban, most dis-
similar from a real turban, and its ornaments, have occasionally
been varied, as fancy or convenience suggested, both in Bengal
(where the Sepoys are generally of much higher cast than on the
coast), and at Madras, without its ever having produced, or being
considered likely to produce, either complaint or murmur, on’ the
part of the native infantry. Neither the usages of cast, nor the reli-
gious ordinances of the Hindoos, prescribe, in this respect, any rule
of conduct for ithe military sect, either inthe wearing, or shape of
the turban. Both are silent on the subject ; and the custom, as far

as it relates to shape or pattern of the different turbans, in use with
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your native army, has originated with the Company.. I must ob-
serve, that the 13th regiment bad long worn one in every respect
similar ; and I may venturc further to affirm, that had the various
turbans in use with your ayicy been produced, it would have been
impossible for the most experienced officers on your establishment
at Madras, to have fixed on the one, against which objection had
been raised. It is true, that a similar measure was carried into
execution with the native cavalry, and it certainly did, for the mo-
ment, produce considerable opposition ; but here, as in my own
case, the objection was subsequently proved on the trial of the mu-
tineers, to have been ostensible, and mot real. Your Court will
perceive, that T allude to the mutiny which occurred in the native
cavalry of the Madras establishment at Connatore, in the year
1790, and at a time when a new description of turban was pro-
posed to be introduced. 'This turban was at first received by the
native troopers with the strongest symptoms of dislike : it occa-
sioned a serious commotion ; was subsequently forced upon them ;
and it has since been generally worn in all the cavalry corps. You
will perceive an exact similarity between this case, and that, which
occurred in the year 1806; but widely different have the consequen-
ces been to the officers concerned.

In the one instance, Major Stevenson, who quelled the mutiny by
forcible measures, and compelled the Sepoys to wear a head-dress,
to which they had evinced such repugnance, was honored with the
approbation, and received the thanks of Government for the prompt
and able manner in which he supported the military authority ;
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while the conduct of your Commander-in-Chief and Adjutant-ge-
neral, in the latter instance, though founded upon the same principle,
but in a milder degree, has been attended with every circumstance
of disgrace, and the most marked disapprobation. )

If I have proved my reluctance to invade the religious feelings
of the native troops, credit I hope will be given to me, for no
disposition, on light or frivolous grounds, to introduce any change
in their general style of military dress, founded in fancy, and not
originating in evident wutility. From the already stated diversity in
the turban, and the one principally in use being ill-suited to con-
venience and very heavy, it came into contemplation upon the re-
presentation of the Adjutant-general and the Deputy Adjutant-gene<
ral of your forces, to direct a common pattern, on an improved
plan, for the whole service, and the general arrangement was left
‘to these officers, of whose experience and ability to conduct it, I, as
every other officer in the army, could entertain no doubt. The
idea itself was first suggested, and the utility of it strongly urged, to
the Adjutant-general (as appears by his letter to me of the 10th
July, 1806, and which is before your Court), by the officer com-
manding the 2d battalion of the 14th regiment native infantry,
Major Bose, an officer lately at the head of your military institution,
from his enlarged information, and local acquirements. In conse-
quence of this, turbans made up under their direction, were pre-
sented to me for approval, upon the heads of three Sepoys of the
highest cast, (Seids, and Rajapoots), and they seemed entitled to
commendation, as the Adjutant-general has justly stated in the
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letter to which I have referred; they were certainly less heavy, more
military in their appearance, descended better on the head, were less
expensive in their cost, and, therefore, more likely to be acceptable
to the native troops, who, from the usage of the service, pay for
their turbans; although on this occasion, they were to lte made up
from doration cloth, from the off-reckoning fund. Oua every
ground, therefore, they seemed perfectly entitled to approbation.
The men themselves declared their preference to them, although
these Sepoys so presented tc me (singularto say) were afterwards
active in the mutiny, in further proof of‘what has since been esta-
blished, of its having a different origin to any thing connected with
the turban, which in its nature, could vé'eigh but a straw, either in
the scale of murmuror approbation, far less excite to such bloody
and atrocious acts, as shock in the recital, and awaken horror at the
recollection.

The new turban was therefore approved, as a pattern for the
army at large, and was exhibited at the Adjutant-general’s office to
the native officers and privates of all casts, without any objection
being made against it from any quarter, and the business of making
them up generally proceededi

Before, however, they were made up in sufficient number for
general distribution, a dislike to them was manifested by the 2d
battalion of the Ath regiment at Vellore. Circumstances of extreme
insubordination had marked the conduct of that corps,-about this
period; and a part of it had declared that the turban was offensive,
and infringed -on their casts, although it was of the same materials,

D
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aod varied, but in a slight degree, from the one hitherto worn by that
corps. As nothing appeared that could justify such a supposition,
and the reverse had been previousky ascertained, on the best native
and European military authorities, the safety of the army demanded
in support of its discipline, that measures should be immediately
adopted for punishing the most refractory, and at the same time,
for redressing the grievances il any, or further investigating the mea-
sure, should'itseem in any degree to be of the nature described. Itis
sufficiently evident, that the furban was not the real cause of the in-
subordination that appeared in the corps, but solely the ostensible
pretext; because, at the period when the above declaration was made,
they had neither seen the turban itself, nor were they acquainted with
the materials of which it was to be made up. This is a fact de-
monstrated in the Court of Inquiry, at Vellore, the 14th May, 1806,
before your Court, well deserving of attention, from the inference
to which it indisputably leads,

Proceeding, therefore, with the most deliberate caution, and with
a just regard to the principles of military subordination, and of ge-
neral justice, I directed a Court ¢f Inquiry to be beld at Vellore,
for the special purpose of supporting, in the first instance, the due
authority of government ; and, in the next, of ascertaining whether
the turban was really obnoxious in itself to the troops, and whether
it actually infriuged; as alledged, upon their Casts. Could I, Gen-.
tlemen, or you, in my place, do more? Was I to commit my cha-
racter, and the discipline of your army, by yielding to disobe-
dience, or did it become my duty to assert both, by tempe- |
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rately, yet firmly, maintaining your authority ? If further inguiry
established the complaint to be just, both policy and justice would
have urged me to redress it, by cancelling the measure ; and if the
reverse, both equally called on me to enforce subordination through-
out your army, by maintaining it. Had there been no mutiny, and
acting on this view of the case, if I bhad shewnk from asserting your
authority, by cancelling the order, on the murmur of a few in-
dividaals, what would have been your opinion of my condyct 2 What
would have been the general sentiments of your army ? In deserting
my duty, I should bave forfeited your esteem ; in bowing to a mu-
tinous spirif, I should have lost their confidence; my character
would have sunk, and I could no longer have continued at the head
of your arﬁ:y, with credit or eﬁ'gct. On occasions mare critical,
where mutinies have happened in your armies in Bengal, your
officers there have quelled them, and crushed the danger, by meet-
ing it, with its natural remedy, fortitude and temper; concession
would have fed the evil, firmness could alope subdue it. 1t wasno
longe} the measure (insignificant in its nature) that was at issue,
the w\ell-being of the army was at stake.

On these principles, I directed the Court of Inquiry to be held,
which met at Vellore, the 14th May, 1806, and to its result T must
solicit your particular attention. I selected to presideat it Lieut.-
colonels Forbes, M‘Kerras, and Marriot, three of the most experi-
enced officers in your service, distinguished fortheir knowledge of the
languages, and native customs; and you have, before your Court.
in the result of their proceedings, the clearest evidence to shew’
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that the objections were founded on the most groundless clamour.

The whole of the native officers present at the\Cou;‘t of Inquiry, be-

ing asked, whe‘ther there was any thing in the turban that could

cause degradation in. the wearer of it, or affect the prejudice of
cast, unanimously replied in the negative. They affirmed, that the
prejudice bad been imbibed ¢ without consideration, by silly per-
“ sons ;”’ and that no just objection could exist against its adoption.
Yet these were the men who, seduced from their allegiance
by the conspiracy in which they were engaged, were afterwards
secretly foremost in the mutiny and massacre, and the first to blind
that experienced officer, Lieut.-colonel Forbes, to the work of death
they were preparing, by influencing him to put into confinement
the faithful Sepoy, Mustapha Beg, who gave intelligence of their
treason, on the ground that he ‘had calumniated their character.
No evidence was offered in any shape to shew that the turban was
obnoxious ; and the Court unanimously reported as its opinion, after
mature investigation, on this testimony of the native officers, com-
bined with the local intelligence of its members, *“ That there was
“ mothing in the new turban that could really qffect the prejudices of
““ cast, and that, from its superior convenience to the one principally
““ in use, it was likely to be attended with beneficial effects.” And
in further confirmation of such being the general sentiment pro-
mulgated by the native officers, a few days prior to the insurrection
at Vellore, the chief conspirator, Shaik Cassimn, as appears in the
evidence of Colonel Forbes (transmitted to England), upon being
questioned by his commanding officer, if any dissatisfaction to the
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turban yet existed, offered, in the presence of all the other native
officers, to place the Koran on his head, and swear that there was
none, and that the whole corps were forward to wear it,

Under these circumstances, will it excite surprize, if suspicion
was lulled on the part of your officers; and if, when all objection
was silenced, the measure was suffered to proceed? At the close of
the Inquiry, the principal insurgents were tried by a general native
Court-martial, at Madras ; the two ringleaders of the 2d battalion
of the 4th regiment were punished, and the rest, upon their appa-
rent contrition, were pardoned.

It will not likewise escape your atlention, Gentlemen, in support
of the evidence to which I have referred, and in proof that the
turban could not have occasioned the mutiny from any thing really
objectionable in itself, that the opposition to it was local, and con-
fined to Vellore ; which, connected with the subsequent discoveries,
in evidence on the trial of the conspirators, and the investigation
on the spot, by order of your government of Madras, sufficiently
establish that the objection to the turban was put forward but
as a cloak, the better to veil the atrocious designs of the rebels; that
not being of a pature to violate any one religious duty of the
troops, it mever could in itself, at any other moment, have cxcited
even clamour or discontent, far less have conduced to the fatal ca-
tastrophe that followed; and that it assumed the appearance of
producing this effect only from its real cause, at the moment, being
concealed, and from the ignorance in which your Government re-

mained at that period of the conspiracy, which was then ripening
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within the walls of Vellore, and which shortly afterwards exploded
with such overwhelming effect.

While these horrors were silently brewing, Musselman intrigue
availed itself of this measure, for the purpose of working on the
feelings of the Sepoys, of deepening them in treason, and facilitating,
through the means of their revolt, the release of the sons of Tippoo,
and the restoration of the Mahometan power, asthe confession of
the principal conspirator, Shaik Cassim, has since established. Had
the objection to it been just, the opposition to it would have been
universal ; one religious feeling would have actuated the whole;
whereas, with the exception alone of this seat of treachery, revolt,
and massacre, the measure was rather acceptable, than the reverse,
to the untainted portion of your army. Any tendency to the con-
trary, was only in three corps, that had a direct connexion with
Vellore. 'The 13th regiment had long worn a similar turban, and
Major Bose stated, from Wallajabad, that his regiment was cager
to finish and wear it. At no other station but Vellore, was any
dissatisfaction or discontent to be observed. 'To this hour, through-
out the extended quarters of your territories, in the southern di-
vision, the northern, the ceded districts, and Mysore, no discontent
bas been discovered upon this point. From General Macdowall,
I had assurances that all was qu:et and order])f\ in his garrison at
Seringapatam, and that he considered (as proved to be the fact)
the commotion to be only partial and local; and Colonel Montresor,
at so late a period as the 9th of July, the day previous to the event
at Vellore, wrote to state the extreme tranquillity of the large force



23

at Hyderabad, and did not express a word about the turban,
though the same agency (the Musselman poison) had operated so
far, by the 12th of the same month, as secmed to threaten the same
effects as what had happened at Vellore. 7o close the question of
the turban, many regiments, since the repeal, have petitibned to
wear if.

I trust, Gentlemen, I have su fliciently shewn, in this statement,
that there was nothing in the origin of these two measures, which ig-
norance or calumny had designated under the general terin of dress,
from whence the shade of blame can justly be imputable to myself,
and that on the facts of the case, as before me at the moment, when
1 gave my assent to them, that I acted only with propriety, in per-
mitting their adoption. I saw nothing in their principle, on the ex-
-planations I had received, that could lead to the apprehension of
danger, or that might not have met the concurrence of minds better
qualified than my own, from superior local knowledge, to estimate
their general expediency. They came recommended to me by the
most experienced officers in your service; and I had no where, from
other authorities, or any other quarter of your whole establishment,
discovered them to be liable to objection. Had even the mutiny,
and massacre at Vellore resulted from' them (which no longer is
maintained by any man in India), I yet conceive my conduct
would not be liable to just reproach, because it is to the principle
we are to look, and not to the result, when estimating the propriety

or imprepriety of the order itself,
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I now come to a period when, perhaps, less of responsibility may
seein to attach to myself, although itis by no means my wish to
shrink from the fair proportion of it, which in this transaction I
ought justly to bear.

In the course of the investigation to which I have referred, my
health, yiclding to the climate, gave way, and compelled me, in the
mounth of May, 1806, to retire for a short period to Nundy Droog,
in the Mysore country, as my only chance of recovering it in India.

That public business should receive.as little interruption as pos-
sible at the Presidency, the great seat of dispatch, I permitted all
the principal Staff to remain at Madras, and [as far as precaution,
or prudence could dictate, in the prosecution of this delicate con-
cern, I directed the Adjutant-general to report all the proceedings
of the native Court-martial, then sitting upon this subject, to the
Governor in Council, and to implicitly follow the directions he
received. My letters to Colonel Agnew, upon this point, are before
your Court.

I had two inducements to this measure ; first, the impression, that
uader the retirement, to which the ill state of my health compelled
me to submit, I had less means bf accurate and unbiassed informa-
tion; and next, a laudable desire to co-operate with his Lordship
and the Council, and on a question of more than military interest, to
be guided by the light of their judgment and advice. This
part of the subject, I conceive, requires no further obserfvation;
the measure was no longer under my view; the partial and local

opposmon had expired in appearance, and the recovery of my
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health was my chief pursuit. Early, however, after I had reached
Nundy Droog, and while yet extremely ill, I received a letter
from Colonel Brunton, which, with opinions communicated to
me by a few other officers (though all equally strangers with Go-
vernment to the conspiracy at Vellore), led me to believe that the
objection to the new turban was spreading in the army. This
letter I transmitted to the Governor in Council by the same post,
together with these opinions, to shew that I had no partiatity,
Jounded on the obstinacy of self-opinion, to the measure in ques-
tion ; that the good of the service, and the public interest alone
was'my object ; and with a view that, if his Lordship in Coupcil
conceived my intelligence to be correct, he might avail himself ofit

accordingly.

These opinions, had ‘been excited by a correspondence carried
on between the corps at Vellore and the corps to which these
gentlémen belonged, with the real object of which they were un-
acquainted ; and they were therefore (without impeaching their
vigilance ) easily surprized into a belief, that the ferment which
appeared, and the opposition which displayed itself against
the turban, at Vellore, was the real, and not the ostensible, ground
only of that discontent which had been manifested, and seemed to
be spreading against its introduction, and uvnder the notion of
which, these opinions were formed, and communicated to me; so
artfully were the views and objects of the conspirators concealed,

E
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and so generally, even in the garrison of Vellore, were they able
to deccive those enlightened officers,” who commanded the two
regiments that afterwards perpetrated the massacre, that the one,
Lieutenant-colonel M‘Kerras fell an unsuspecting victim ; and the
other, Lieutenant-colonel Forbes, placed in confinement, (as.already.
stated ) as insane, the faithful Sepoy, who, upon the night before,

came to give him intelligence of the intended massacre.

Yielding myself to the impression, after the receipt of Colonel
Bruaanton’s letter, I stated to the Governor in Council, in the letter
under date 27th June, 1806, that I had reason to believe that. the
measure was obnoxious to the army, and submitted to the Council
to weigh the policy, if it could be done with propriety, of departing

Jrom the measure altogether, if they thought it advisable so to do.

I added in justification of so thinking :

I am as aware as the human mind can possess the sentiment,
““ that opposition to military and just authority cannot be
¢ yielded to, and that the attempt must be crushed in its
“ earliest stage. This 1s the sole reasoning towards a
‘“ British soldier ; and if it were purely a British case, I
* should neither feel embarrassment, nor should I trouble
“ your Lordship in Council; but upon the prejudices of
« India, the force of cast, which, in its various shapes, no

“ European may perfectly comprehend, it is allowable, even



27

““ in a soldier’s mind, to pause, and solicit the advice of the

““ Head, and his companions in the Government.”’

In these sentiments, Gentlemen, can you trace any thing of per-
tinaeity, imprudence, or want of foresight? You see me feeling
alike for your army and your authority, and anxious alone to up-
hold the one and protect the other. What was the reply ? The Council
on the spot, with the means of superior information, and surrounded
bjr the Staff, and your most enlightened servants, were of opinion
that I might have been misled by these representations, and that
under their influence I had, perhaps, attached more of importance
to them than they deserved; and in the public letter, dated July 4,
1806 (six days prior to the massacre), it was proposcd to issue
an order to the army, signifying the determination to enforce the
turban, as the opposition to it arese *° from ignorant clamour, un-
« founded on any principle ;> but at the same time to respect the
usages and customs of the native troops. His Lordship and the
Board further stated to me, in the same public letter of the 4th
J'ul_)", 1806, as follows :

¢ If there had been any reason to suppose that the late change
¢« of dress was liable to the objectionsof militatingagainstthe
« religious principles of the inhabitants of this country; we
¢« should have had no hesitation in immediately recom-

< mending to your Excellency the relinquishment of the
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“ intention to establish the proposed change; but as it
< gppears, from the evidence taken in the late Inquiry at
« Vellore, that no ohjections of the natives exist, we certainly
< deem it advisable that the alternative of yielding to the
« clamour, arising from an unfounded prejudice, should, if

*c possible, be avoided.”

‘Under these sentiments, the Government proposed the issue of
an order to the army, expressive of its determination fo enforce the
turban, as the opposition to it rested on no just principle whatever ;
and the following order was transmitted to me at Nundy Droog;, for-

publication, in the event of its meeting with my concurrence.

““ GENERAL OrDERs by GovErRNMENT, July 4, 1806.

< The Right Honourable the Governor in Council, having
“ been informed by his Execellency the Commander-in-
¢ Chief, of the opposition which has, in some instances,
“ been experienced In establishing an alteration, which it
< was deemed expedient to adopt, in the form of the turban
““in use among the native corps of this establishment, his
“ Lordship in Council is led to express his extreme regret,
“ that any part of the native army, whose merits have been
“so frequently extolled and rewarded by Government,
< could bave suffered itself to be deluded by an unfounded

¢ ¢clamour.”
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¢ It will be, in every instance, the wish of the Right Hon. the
“ Grovernor in Council to evince a sacred regard for the reli-
‘ gious principles of the native troops, as well as of all other
‘¢ inhabitants of this country; but in the present case it
“ appears, after the strictest inquiry, and according to the
“ testimony of natives of the highest cast, that the oppbsi—
¢ tion which has been experienced in the late change of
“ turban, is destitute of any foundation in either the law or
“ usage of the Mahomedan or Hindoo religion ; and every
** person who may persevere in that opposition cannot, in
““ consequence, fail to be subjected to the severest penalties

 of military discipline 1"

A Proclamation so expressed it was impossible not to approve,
and in my reply to the Board of Council, on the 7th of July, after
expressing my approbation of it, T added:

 Since I last had the honour to address your Lordship in
 Council, I have heard nothing more ; which silence leads
““ me to hope, that the disinclination to the turban has
“ become more feeble, or, perhaps. that reports have been
« exaggerated. Under this view, it may be judicious to
“¢ postpone the publication of the order, either to let it fall
““to the ground, as no longer the interposition of govern-
*“ ment is required, or to re-assume the issue, as your Lord-
* ship in Council may determine by future events.”
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These facts, Gentlemen, will sufficiently establish, that I with-

keld no information from Government, on the subject of the turban,
that could warrant the supposition that I was in any shape disposed
blindly to persevere in the measure, from any partiality I might have
felt for the change, from its improvement in the native troops;
on the contrary, with just caution, I rather yielded to the im-
pression, that the dislike to it was gaining ground; and under that
sentiment, I candidly stated to your Government the increasing
discontent which it seemed to excite. At the moment, however,
when its progress appeared to me so far arrested, as to induce me
1o delay the issue of the order I have quoted, I received from the
Adjutant-general a letter, dated 5th July, 1806, which likewise
coufirmed me in the opinion that the reports had been exaggerated,
and that the opposition was daily declining : in this letter he says,
Jrom Madras ;-

¢ Lord William Bentinck told me yesterday that you had a
“ doubt about persevering in the turban—7he oaths of
““ persons of high cast have appeared before you ; that no-
‘“ thing in the turban is againsi the Hindoo or Mussulman
“cast, Jf any concession is made, I expect the worst con-
“« sequences. If the matter is allowed to take its course, 1
“ am convinced that nothing but encouragement from their
“ superior European officers will ever move the troops even
““to momentary discontent. It derives consequence from

“ discussion, but in itself, the subject has none. The turbans
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“ here are getting on very well, and at Wallajabad. The
** GGovernor has ordered them for his fencibles.”

And in'two days afterwards, in his letter of the 7th July, from
Madras, the supposed sccne of all information, and the general

military sentiment, he again says:

< T deem it essential 1o insist on implicit obedience ; and I am
¢« certain the worst consequences would result from any

““ concession on this point.”

Such were the sentiments of your army, previous to the massacre,
and of your Adjutant-general; of whom I may _ju‘stly say, ia con-
currence with the public voice, that your establishment can scarcely
boast an authority of equal weight ‘and respectability, and that his
talents and acquirements are not exceeded by any officer in your
service. When Colonel Agnew asserts, that active discontent can
never be excited by such a cause, his reasoning is correct, and
must receive the sanction of every candid mind of military expe-
rience. He dreamed no more than Colonel Brunton, or a single
person of your whole establishment, civil or military, of the govern~
ment or in the entire army, of the horrors that were meditating from
a different source at Vellore, where concealment and secresy could
prevail, from the unfortunate division of the command. The tur-
ban alone was in Colonel Agnew’s view, and from this he was

justly entitled to infer; no such misery would flow. Persuaded
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I am, as of my existence, that the same result would have broken out
in some other shape, and even in a worse degree, with perbaps not
the delay of many days, had every concession been made to those

two rebel regiments at Vellore. At this hour, when all past

circumstances can be placed in review against the opinion of the
government, the army, and that enlightened officer the Adjutant-
general, whom 1 considered to be their organ, I would not, I re-
peat, at this moment, Gentlemen, for any consideration whatsoever,
have yielded to so pusillanimous a feeling, void of all just reasoning
and military judgment.

I have now, Gentlemen, stated my case; it is unnecessary to
enter into the painful recital of the atrocious revolt and massacre
on the 10th July, at Vellore. lts causes (long since established)
and circumstances are sufficiently before you, for your own infor-
mation, and, I trust, for my vindication. -

In conclusion, suffer me, Gentlemen, to say, I have served the
Company with zeal, fidelity, and honour. On different occasi(;ns
my arrangements received the thanks of your government in India,
and the approbation of your Court. The reductions I planned in
your military expenses, without impairing the strength and effi-
ciency of your army; the security of your possessions, or your
general measures of defence (if maintained and pursued by your
servants at Madras), will. amount to no less a sum annually than
five lacs of pagodas; and the various admitted improvements which
1 introduced into your military department sufficiently attest the

anxious solicitude with which I sought to advance your interest,
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and repay your confidence. I can aver with truth, that at the
moment I left your service, your army was in the highest
order, that not a single regiment failed in its complete esta-
blishment, its cloathing, appointments, or discipline ; which the
report from the reviewing geaerals, that I took measures to place
on your records before Ileft Madras, will amply establish ; and that
nothing might be wanting for the advantage of your service, my last
act, concluded after expulsion from command, was to lay before you
a geperal and detailed view of the state of your fortifications
throughout every part of the Madras Presidency, (upon which the
most erroneous notions had been entertained) a subject of the
highest importance, both as to expense and security which infor.
mation, if attended to, and acted upon, with the judgment and ac-
tivity it requircs, an annual useless expenditure to a great amount
may be immediately. saved, and much juster objects of defence ac—/
complished. My zeal has been to serve you ; my hope was in veur
ju‘stice. In return, what have I received ? Humiliation and dis-
grace. If I have deservefi it, it is due to me to establish it ; and if it
has been unmerited, it can never be your intention to deny me the
redress, which justice may feel to be my claim. I should not be
alive to that, which is dearer to me than my existence, the appro-
bation and favours I have received from my sovereign and my
country, and the good opinion of the army, in which I have been
bred, if I could silently acquiesce in an act, which, operating
virtually as a%sentence of military censure, stamps me in the estima-

) )
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tion of the world with reproach, and unjustly dooms me to the re-
putation of haviog unworthily filled the situation to which I had

heen called.

Under the impression, therefore, of the most injured feelings,
but with every sentiment of just respect for your Coust, I claim from
its justice and caodour that I may not be driven, in defence of my
honour, as a victim to temporary clamour and oppression, to lay my
case at the foot of the Throne,and the bar of my country ; but that I
may receive from yourselves that redress, to which I conceive I have
the justest pretension. I bhave been driven from your service in a
manpner the most harsh, TWe command of his majesty’s troops was
torn from me, in @ manner the most galling, without the royal sanc-
tion. Iwas placed in the sight of your army, and his majesty’s
service, as an humbled, and degraded man. I was reduced fo the
tank of a private individual by your government at Madras, and in
this reversed, and humiliated situation, I was compelled to remain
there for many weeks to the detriment alike of my fortune and feel-
ings, (to seek my return to England in any manner I could, ata
most enormous expense, } before I could obtain a relief for both, by
leaving a service and a country embittered to me by the impression of
such injustice, and this without @ reason assigned to me, or even the
shadow of a cause alledged, whereon to vindicate such harsh, such
unprecedented treatment. No other person, who has ever been in

your employment, has ever undergone a measure so painful in its va-
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riotts consequences, for no man can estimate what I suffered at Ma-
dras, after the operation of your removal, and the subsequent act of
the Council, and I am” persuaded, that on a future day, (or at this
instant, after the perusal of this address) if aftention be dire‘cted to
the case, credit will be refused to an oppression, not, I am willing
to believe, under contemplation, and never intended to the extent it
reached. Gentlemen, I did not embark in your service with such
an apprehension, I entered it with the feelings of a soldier; I
looked to honour, I looked to justice; I felt if I served you faith-
Jully, I should be treated liberally. No act of mine has war-
ranted this humiliation of my professional feelings, right, -and
character; and could I submit to it in, silence, the blow would be
merited ; but it is my duty to repel it, because it is my pride to
feel that it is not deserved.

Far be it from me to resist the right of your Court, to suspend,
or remove your officers at will; but it is for me to contend, that the
exercise of this right in the manner it has been applied againét
myself, has carried with it unavoidably the imputation of marked
displeasure, and that you would not have condemned me to the
injury and mortification of so peremptory a removal from the com-
mand of your army, or wrung from me that of his majesty’sforces,
to the depreciation of my former character, in the view of that body,
but under the impression that I had forfeited your confidence by an
act, which justified your withdrawing it.



36

With you Gentlemen, therefore, the motive yet remains, until,
in your justice, you shall please to disclose it; and it is for the pur-
pose of relieving my mind, by aiming at the kaowledge of it, that I
have felt it to be my duty to address you, thus in detail, ﬁpon my
arrival in England. Ido not solicit a restoration to your service ;
T do not court a compensation for my losses; but I ask what I
better value, that boon of justice, which alone can heal the wounded
feelings under which Ilabour. 1 asktbatImay know the cause
of my disgrace, that I may meet the charge in defence of my
character; that my case may be heard. I ask, in the confidence of
a mind void of reproach, that if there is a single act of my public
conduct as Commander-in-Chief, that has either excited your dis-
pleasure, or requires explanation, beyond what your records afford,
that I may have the opportunity, now, that I am on the spot, of

giving the fullest explanation in my power, on every part of it.

On the other hand, if this is not the case, if under fuller evidence
Jrom maturer inquiry, you see nothing in my conduct, in respect
of these two measures, or of any others in which I may have parti-
cipated, that can have demanded so abrupt a dismissal from your
service, without the slightest consideration for my claims, or my
feelings, I then solicit from- the Justice of your Court, that
its opinion may be pronounced in such a way, as shall efface, both
in the estimation of the British Public, and your armies in India,
the dishonourable impression excited by the manner in which I was

removed, and heal the wound it has inflicted on my feelings.
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This is what I ask. I claim it by the sufferings of my mind, by
the integrity of my infentions, by the devotion to your interest
which actuated my conduct, by the defiance it gives to accusalion

and by the sentiments which belong to my profession.
I have the honour to be,
GENTLEMEN,
‘With respect,
Your very obedicnt humble servant,

J. F. CRADOCK, Liculenant-General.

To the Honourable the Court of Directors,
&e. &e. &e.

T, GivreT, Printer,
Crown-court, Fleet-street, London.
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SKETCH,
&c. §e.

AT the latter end of the year 1803, Sir John Cradock received
the communication of his Majesty’s pleasure, that he was pla(;ed
on the Staff in the East Indies, and at the same time it was signified
to him, that the Court of Directors had appoiated him to sueceed
Lieutenant-General Stewart, as Commander-in-chief of the East
India Company’s forces at the Presidency of Madras. However
honorable and distinguished the situation might appear to be, yet
it bad not been solicited by Sir John Cradock, and the offer was
accepted, because it appeared consonant to opinions he always
maintained, that every officer should embrace whatever service (if
foreign, the moré urgent the principle) it was the pleasure of his
Majesty to tender. At the period this communication was made,
Sir John Cradock was Quarter-master-General of his Majesty’s
army in Ireland, than which no situation at home can be more
desirable, as possessing very considerable distinction, and in emolu-

ment, from local circumstances, more than equal to its correspon-

A2
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dent appointment in England, to be still augmented by his ap-
proach-ing promotion to the rank of Lieutenant-geneial. Si®John
Cradock did not suffer any cold calculations of prudence to operate,
but at once abandoned his enviable station, and entefed upon the
carcer to which he was called. Al of foresight or reflection
that escaped from him, was simiply to mark the circumstance in
Jetters, which he took the liberty to address to his Royal Highness
the Commander-in-chief, and Lord Castlereagh, the President of
the Board - of Controul. It was natural, however, that Sir John
Cradock should inquire, upon his arrival in London, whether the
road to the succession to Lord Lakeé, as Commander-in-chief in
India, lay open to him, and if he might consider it, when the
vacancy might arise, as the object of fair pretensions, and just rc-
ward of good conduct. He has to acknowledge, with the most
lively gratitude, the gracious sentiments of his Royal Highness the
Commander-in-chief upon the subject, and the most kind and posi-
tive assurances of support from Lord Castlereagh.

Under these satisfactory impressions, Sir John Cradock proceeded
to India, and disregarded the loss attendant upon a rapid dispos=
session of every article of establishment and comfort at home, the
heavy expense of an equipment correspondent fo his rack and
expectations, which can only be justly estimated by those who have
tiaversed the Indian seas, in similar situations, and a charge of above
2,0001. for his passage. Upon his arrival, he found that a Com--
mander-in-chief at Madras was wholly unprovided as to house,

furniture, accommodation, or convenience of any kind, (fotally dif-
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ferent from any relative situation in his Majesty’s service, and from
most#n the Company’s) and that upon the moment, and exposed
to every exaction, at an exorbitant expense be was to find a habi-
tation, and *treate an establishment.*

He also learned, that the Commander-in-chief bad a consider~
ably less income than the officer commanding the forces at Bombay
many years ago, and that, exclusive of his seat in council, his
military pay was less than many officers of both the civil and mili-
tary service, of very inferior siluations. In addition to such a com-
parison, it will scarcely be credited, that through the means of a
Bazar fund, (a term well known in India) and the exclusion alone
of the Commaunder-in-chief by an arrangement of the Council, but
not ratified by the Court of Directors, the income of every subor-
dinate General Officer upon the establishment was made superior
to the Commander-in~-chief.{

Sir John Cradock represented the case to the Council at Madras,

. % The Governor has a house furnished, and establishment. The Admiral of the
station has the same ; and the Major-generals, though they receive the same allow-
ance for a_ residence as the Commander-in-chief, live in houses that belong to the go-
verntment.

+ Major-generals Campbell and Wellesléy received, the year that Sir John Cradock
camme to India, 10,725 p. or about 4,300L. The arrangement of the Council loses
alt fo;lndation when it is known, that though the rightful Commander-in-chief has been
singly excluded, yet Major-general Campbell preferred 2 claim, while he commanded
the army in chief, and the Council granted it to him.
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and claimed, what he conceived to be an undeniable right, that he
should receive the pay of a General Officer upon the Staff ;sbut,
got to exceed the strictest moderation, he wayed the pretension of
his superior rank as Lieutenant-general, and only asked 4o be onan
equality with the other Generals, though his subordinate officers.
His request appeared so reasonable, that the Council at Madras
complied, but the Court of Directors have not been pleased to con-
firm their decision, upon the plea that their Commander-in-chief
was as well paid as others of any service; not reflecting on the
established fact, that the neminal amount can bear no analogy to
any other command, for the expenses of India are uncomirolables
and far exceed those of every other part of the world.

1t is necessary alse at this moment to state, that Sir Jobn Cradack
was informed, on his arrival at Madras, that his predecessor, Gene-
ral Stewart, claimed, and received, upon the terms of his indenture
(or instrument entered into with the East India Company), an
arrear of salary as Councillor, from the time of his being sworn in,
in Londen ; and Sir John Cradock, in exactly the same situation,
his indenture being precisely expressed to the same effect, pre-
ferred his equal right. The Council at Madras referred the me-
morial to their Advocate-general, who gave his' judgment, that Sir
John Cradock was clearly intitled to it, and upon this legal adju-
dication he received and applied it to the expenses of his situation :
the Court of Directors, however, have not been pleased to confirm
the decision of their own Law-officer, nor allow to Sir John
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Cradock, where there is not the, shade of differcnce, what his pre-
decessor received, and enjoys.

The subject of pecuniary severity is nearly dismissed, and Sir
John Cradock has now to unfold a series of injurious condact
exercised against him, he is assured without a parallel in the domi-
nions subject to royal authority, of which he knews the world
is generally unacquainted; and he will also believe, that the
persons more immediately concerned in the oppressive proceed-
ings are not aware, till the whole be placed in view before them
(which has been done in an address to the Court of Directors)
of the extent of the wrong and oppression Sir John Cradock has
sustaioed, and of the imperious demand upon their justice and honor-
able feelings for redress.

To appreciate fairly the case, it is requisite to enter into same
remote detail, and preserve a chain of connecﬁng circumstances,
from the earliest moment of Sir John Cradock’s arrival in India,
After a year’s constant indisposition, and his recovery almost de-
spaired of, from five repeatéd attacks of the disorder incident to the
climate, he thought it a duty to the public to send home his resig-
nation, and he communicated his situation to his Royal Highness
the Commander-in-chief, and to the President of the Board of Con-
trol; adding, at thfa time, that he should not quit his station with-

* The Governor and Council of Madras felt the peculiar severity of the circum= -
stance, and as they could not deviate from the orders of the Court of Directors, they

recommended for alleviation the case in their dispatches, in the strongest manner.
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out being relieved, except in case of the last extremity of danger.
From this declaration Sir John Cradock felt he was bound to
remain, and for. two years he did not receive an answer from any
authority whatsoever ; and the only reply ever made by the Court
of Directors was an .abrupt dismission from their service, the
particulars of which, and its extraordinary consequences, will form
the esseﬁtial part of this statement.

After the resignation of Sir John Cradock was transmitted to
England, his health amended very much, and he constantly im-
parted the progress of his recovery, with the view, that if his
Tesignation was not acted upon, he should be permitted to resume
all the favorable expectations of advancement to the chief com-
mand, that attended the acceptance of his present appointment, and
the unaccountable silence that prevailed, could not fail to confirm
the notion.

During this period Lord Lake resigned the command of the army
in India, and he actuoally left the country on his passage home ; and
Lieutenant-general Nicolls, commanding the forces at Bombay,
senior to Sir John Cradock, also quitted India by the same fleet.
Their departure left Sir John Cradock the senior officer of eithex
his Majesty’s, or the East India Company’s service, throughont
the whole territory of India. Sir John Cradock had expected with
so much confidence a notification of his leave to proceed to Europe,
that he had already engaged, at a very considerable certain ex-
pense; the passage for himself and family on board the Asia, but

at the moment of the fleet sa.-ing, he was still without permission
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from his Majesty, or the East India Company, and placed in the

situation described, the actual Commander in Chief in India, ac-
cording to every military usage; for the command in India, over
at least his Majesty’s troops at the three Presidencies, must be held
by the senior officer in bis Majesty’s service, and is not capable of
division ; and tbe position has been maintained since, in subse-
quent events at Madras, by the Advocate-general, on the con-
struction of the act of parliament (when the result was injury to
Sir John Cradock and removal from his Majesty’s command), that
the authority over his Majesty’s troops, and the Company’s, canuot
be divided, but must be exercised by the same person. ‘
Under these novel circumstances (an officer of the East Tndia
Company’s service commanding at each presidency, Madras and
Bombay, and one of the youngest Major-generals in the King’s
service commanding the Bengal establishment, the impossibility of
reporting to his Royal Highnress the Comrqander—iu-chief, as.the
Major-generals of the Company’s service at the other presidencies
were senior to Major-general Dowdeswell at Calcutta), a scuse,
and the knowledge of his duty, compelled Sir John Cradock to
abandon his intention ; and, little aware of the turn that the mili-
fa;y arrangements would take, and the degrading events that were
to follow, he gave up, at the known loss of forfeit, his passage.
These circumstances he detailed in a minute to the Council at
Madras (a copy of which he submitted to his Royal Highness the
Commander-in-chief) and in a letter +~ the Supreme Government
at Calcutta, he stated his situation, his pretensions, and claimed

the command of his Majesty’s forces.
B
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Military knowledge, the usage of the service, and every pro-
priety, might have pointed out the road to be pursued, and Sir John
Cradock would have been called to the scat of authority at
Calcutta, where he had the right to take his station, if he pleascd,
if best snited to the general command of kis Majesty’s troops, and
repel the disorders then prevailing in two of his Majesty’s reg:-
ments, to the disgrace of the British service in india. But alZ that
was done was a reluctant avowal, that he actually did command
all his Majesty’s forces, but the real control, and the emoluments
of office, were given to one of the youngest Major-generals in the
service, under the title of Provincial Commander-in-Chief; and.
when Major-general Dowdeswell went away, the same distinctions
and advantages were granted to a Major-general in the Company’s
service, still junior in rank, and the claims and representations of
the actual Commander-in-Chief in India were disgarded, and totally
set aside for seven months, till the arrival of Lieutenant-general
Hewitt. The whole proceeding was not only contrary to every
usage in his Majesty’s army, but is directly against the practice of
the civil and military establishment of the East India Company,
where, without an instance to the contrary, the officer who acts for
a principal, through absence or any other cause, receives the emolu-
ments of the superior employment.

With General-Hewitt came out the order from the Court of
Directors to remove Sir John Cradock from his seat in council, and
the command of the Company’s forces, unaccompanied with the ex-
pression of any reason; no correspondent communicétion was
issued from his Majesty to relieve him from the staff in India, on
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which he was placed by the King; but, on the contrary, Lis Royal
Highness the Commander-in-Chief graciously signified, that Liéu-
tenant-general Macdowall was 1o succeed Sir John Cradock, upon
the event of his leaving India. These communications, the one
of abrupt dismissal on the part of the Court of Directors from
the command of their troops, and the other of a gracious and in-
dulgent permission to retire from that over his Majesty’s forces in
the Presidency of Madras, on the event of his own opiion, form
the whole reply received to the resignation of Sir John Cradock, seut
to England more than two years before, upon the pressure of in-
disposition,

It is not to be imagined, that. after the arrival of such an order
from the Court of Directors Sir John Cradock could wish to remain
an hour longer in the service of the East India Company ; but still
his actual situation was to be considered, for the period of the de-
parture of the regular fleet was distant, and he could not accelerate
his return to Europe by a journey over land, as the Turkish war
prevented‘ any attempt of that nature. The prospect that awaited
Sir Jobn Cradock for the ensuing two-months, after the order of
instant removal from the Company’s service, was that (after an
exalted station) bf a private person, without rank or salary, left in
a remote and expensive country, to seek hisreturn to Europe as he
might find the means, degraded in the eyes of the civil and military
world, exposed to all the injuries that flow from the bad feelings
of human nature, as he experienced in the person of men whom his

veal for the public interest had obliged him either to correct,. or
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sanction their exclusion from the East Fudia Company’s service,
and who were now enabled to act, upon the dismissal of Sir John
Cradock, (conveyed as it was) by the Court of Directors, with se-
curity and triumph. The picture is not too 1ﬁghly colored ; the
records transmited to the East India House can testify the truth.

It has already beeu stated that no intimation whatsoever arrived
of any change in Sir John Cradock’s situation in his Majesty’s ser-
vice in YIndia; and therefore, though dismissed from his command
over the Company’s troops, his authority and commission as fixed
by his Majesty over the King’s forces remained the same, and it
behoved him, from every consideration of character and common -
feeling, to draw the lioe, and abide by his sitnation on his Majesty’s
staff, till he could effect his liberation from the country.

The Council at Madras felt the embarrassment of the situation,
and officially expressed the request, that Sir John Cradock should
resign his authority over his Majesty’s army ; but at the same time
they had not the consideration to enter upon the subject of his pas-
sage to England, the only point that could relieve him from the
most distressing circumstances.

‘Without a dereliction of every feeling that supports the human
mind, it was not possible, that Sir John Cradock could abandon
the station in which he was placed by his Majesty ; but still his
paramount principle was not to interrupt the public service, and
his reply was solely to this effect: “ Give me the means, which
* depend upon yourselves, not upon me, to go, and I will not em-

* barrass your proceedings by the delay of one hour. And what
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““ is more, I will not cause any disunion between the two services,
“ by exerting an authority that the King’s army must and will
“ obey. AllI wish to mark is, that I do not voluntarily resign, and by
“my own act sanction the injustice of the proceedings against me,
““ to my further degradation in the view of his Majesty’s army.”
The Council at Madras thought it a duty connected with their
situation, to pursue the orders of the Court of Directors, even to
the extent of excluding him from his Majesty’s service.in India;
and a resolution, though accompanied with every expression of
respect and affection, to this effect took place, and what appears
incredible to whoever has heard the story in England, Sir John
Cradock, without the assignment of any cause, was dismissed from
the Staff of his Majesty in India, not only without the command, or
concurrence of his Majesty, but in direct opposition to the gracious
communication from his Royal Highness thé Commander-in-chief,
The Council at Madras ventured to proceed to this length, from
the opinion of their Law-officer, that it was required that the
officer who commanded the King’s forces, should also have the au-
thority over the Company’s, and so viee versa; but it will scarcely
be credited (such has been the series of unaccountable oppression)
that the benefit of this position was denied to Sir John Cradock,
when he claimed the command of the forces in India, upon the
departure of Lord Lake, as being precisely in the situation his
Lordship was, (a fact not capable of disproof) upon the unex-
pected death of Lord Cornwallis, when the command over the whole
of the forces in India was resumed by Lord Lake, without new
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powers, and solely upon the ground that he was the senior officer ;
but the equally rightful claims of Sir Joha Cradock have been dis-
regarded, and the difference of salary during the time he exercised
ihe chief command till the arrival of Ge{neral Hewitt, has been with-
held frow Lim, amounting to above 7,0001.

The act of Council at Madras (it is unknown thether the Court
of Directors bave sanctioned the deed of their servantsj took its full
course, and Sir John Cradock remained near two months at
Madras, deprived of his station and all emolument, with no other
support but that of his own character, till at length, at the charge
of 3,5001. for himself and family, he embarked for Europe.

This statement would not be complete (although a circumstan-
tial address upon the subject to the Court of Directors is lying before
them, unless Sir John Cradock adverted to the clamor that prevailed
for a while ‘< about orders introduced into the army at Madras
relative to a turban, and abolition of marks of cast, while the Sepoys
were under arms.” Sir John Cradock does not believe, that there is:
any persoa in the East India Company’s service, abroad or at home,
who has taken the trouble to read papers or examine :facts, that is
longer swayed by the unfounded notion that obtained belief at the
time ; and ke knows that the true causes of the Vellore Insurrection,
whether acknowledged, or through policy denied or disguised, are
perfectly understood. But let the details of argument or defence
be entéred into at large, and those persons be called upon personall §i
who are o prove facts, and it will appear that the regulations were

harmless, and that they have subsisted for years coeval with their
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military establishment in the Company’s service, not only in the
army of Bengal without exception, but even in those of the native
princes (as the officers of the East India Company’s staff, chiefly
interested, he believes caun maintain ) : all that Sir John Cradock has
“to say is, without the possibility of disproof or contradiction, that
the whole concern, however it may operate upon the mind of any
man, < derived its imagination and birth” from the officers of the
Company’s service ““ alone,” and was more immediately produced
by the Staff of the East India Company’s army, officers distin-
guished for their talents and lengthened experience : that no officer
in.his Majesty’s service was consulted, or had any share in the
suggestions or regulations (how widely different the conéeption,
‘while clamor and ignorance prevailed) and that they will be found
in the ancient orderly books of the Sepoy regiments. That Sir
John Cradock, upon their first appearance, when submitted to him
" by the principal officers of the Company’s staff, objected to them,
though a stranger, upon common principles, and only yielded to
pesitive declarations, that he would, by opposition, innovate and
disturb the course of the Sepoy regiments. Upon a future day,
it will be esteemed a very singular fact, that Sir John Cradock,
in the faée of all the injury he has sustained, and the sacrifice that
has been made of him by the Court of Directors, and the Council
at Madras, has been the only person threughout a prevailing prae-
tice from ihe earliest times, that ever cxpressed objection against
its continuance; and the records at Madras and the India House

will shew, at the same view, his sentiment of opposition at the be-
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ginning of the transaction, an unvariedprinciple of prudence and

precaution in its course, and his injurious dismissal in its termi-

nation.
All that remains now is a conclusion that it is feared may look

like presumption, and the unseemly attempt to praise his own con-
duct ; but the extent of injury Sir John Cradock has received, it
may be hoped, will plead his excuse. Sir John Cradock defies
accusation of every kind. Let any person come forward with a
complaint, and be is prepared to answer it, and assign his motive.
It has been his anxious wish to act with impartiality, upon that
unceasing point of difficulty, the jarring interests of the King’s and
Company’s service ; and he will ever maintain, that to overthrow
every prospecf of advantage or employment upon the staff to the
King’s officer in India, (as regulations since his departure have
established ) and fix in his mind the notion of injurious banishment,
who, while he does his duty, and remains in India, is the same funce
tionary in his country’s cause, as the officer in the Company’s ser-
vice, is not the way to produce co-operation or harmony, and that
it will not be long before the discord now so deeply sown will too
plainly appear.

Sir John Cradock appeals to the Court of Directors, who have
acted towards him in the mannerl described, and demands, ifhe
has neglected their interests in any one particular? He refers totheir
records and expresscd sentiments of their government abroad, if
he bas not advanced the discipline and efficiency of their army,

through every branch of its establishment, and if the reports from
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the reviewing Generals, which he received upon quitﬁhg Madras,
do not exhibit, as far as some inherent imperfections and defects
‘will admit, the whole of the coast army * well disciplined, well
cloathed, well appointed, and fit for service.”” And if the plans of
a necessary retrenchment, which he submitted to Council, be carried
into effect, the reduction of expense will be most considerable, and
the efficiency not materially affected.

1 8ir John Cradock has already laid his case before the Court of
Directors, and the question of justice is stili depending. Heis un-
willing to believe that it will be denied ; and as an eminent statesman
lately deceased has expressed, < That the first of moral duties,
“ that is binding upon men, at all times, places, and circumstances,
“and from which no supposed views of policy can excuse
* them, that of granting full justification to the innocent,” will
be disregarded in this instance ; and he must expect, that repara-
tion in some maoner will be made in their orders to their armies
in India, where have been the scenes of Sir John ‘Cradock’s injury
and mortification. 'The measure of justice now lies with the East
India Company, and it will not be before redress is hopeless from
ihemselves, that Sir John Cradock can be induced to lay his wrongs
before his Majesty, who has never yet withheld protection from the
oppressed officer, deprived as be has been, through the violence of
a foreign authosity, of the statien in which he was placed by his
:Majesty, without the assignment of a reason to this hour.

@ he gracious and most indulgent recepfion of his Royal High-
ness the Commander-in-Chief, and the immediate nomination to
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the staff by his Majesty, may have rendered less necessary Sir Jobn
Cradock’s appeal fo a military tribunal, to efface the stain of re-
moval from his Majesty’s command in India by the Coul}é:il of
Madras ; but it is required still, for the character of Sir John Crg-
dock, and his feelings as a soldier, that the Court of Directors
should act with the liberality due from a great body in the state,
either by acknowledging the error of a hasty decisiop, or by
giving to Sir John Cradock the reason of their dismissal, allow
him to make a fair appeal to the public, and establish the act
of right or wrong.

Perhaps Sir John Cradock exemplifies the singular instance of
.a Commander-in-Chief’s return from India, with permitted hopés
and promises of advancementin that country set aside, without a
fortune, having sus‘tainedﬁ the loss of his valua.ble-appointment in
Ireland, worth 2,5600.. per annum; and that ‘“ no accuser of any

description is to be found te raise his voice.”

J. F. CRADOCK, Lieutenant-General.

London, Sept. 25, 1rN°

T. GiLLET, Printer,
Crown-court, Fleet-street, London.
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RESOLUTION.

At o CourT of DirEcTORS, /eld on TuEsDAY,
25tk JuLy, 1809,

RESOLVED,

Tuat Sir John Cradock, who was chiefly, both in India and
in Europe, represented as having wantonly innovated upon the
religious usages of the Sepoys, by needless and faneiful changes.
in their dress, stands, by a great mass of evidence, acquitted of
having, in the least degree, intended such a violation ; or of having,
“with rashness, adopted those changes in the Sepoy-dress, which,
on good authority, he had reason to believe were consonant both
to the laws of Caste, and to past practice. 'The measures which
Gir John Cradock afterwards pursued to enforce obedience to the
regulation prescribing the use of a new turban, though dictated,
as the Court believe, by a nice sense of the honor of military
authority, and the importance of subduing insubordination, ap-~
pear nevertheless to have been unsuitable to the nature of the
people with whom he had to deal, whose real opinions and pre~
judices touching the new turban, and not merely the legal judg-
ment of their doctors, ought to have been consulted; for, not-
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withstanding their decision, it is too plain that the bulk of the
Sepoys came at length, no doubt through the wicked machinations
of enemies to the British power, really to ‘regard the use of the
new turban with strong aversion, as incompatible with their Caste ;
and had a proper inguiry been instituted, before enfoi‘cing the use
of the turban, the truth would have been ascertained, and the dis-
crover_y of it would have rendered it consistent with the honor of
Government, and of the Commander-in-Chief, to have repeated
the order ; and thus might have been removed the immediate occa-
sion. of the evils that followed. 'The Court, however, have no
hesitation in stating, that in making those changes in the Govern-
ment of Fort St. George, which removed Sir John Cradock from
the command, they were guided by the advices sent from Fort St.
George and Bengal, soon after the mutiny, by the universal impres-
sion, both in India and in England, of the extreme rashness and
imprudence of the innovating measures, assigned as the prineipal
cause of the disastrous, unexampled event at Vellore ; and that, in
the general opinion, as well as their own, the safety of the public
interests, the reparation due to the violated rights of the natives, and
to the British Administration, which had always respected the preju-
dices of the natives, dictated that ehange. It was, therefore, to the
singular misfortune of the situation in which Sir John Cradock
was placed, that he owed his recal; and, although the events
which are passed cannot be altered, the Court are happy to declare,
that Sir John Cradock was not chargeable with that wanton and

imprudent violation of Caste which ws generally imputed to him,
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nor with any real violation, or the intention of it; and the Court
hope, that no false or unfounded imputation of this, or any other
nature, may affect the honorable character he has borne in his

profession,
W. RAMSAY, Secv.
EasT Il:mm Housz,
31st July, 1809.



TO THE HONORABLE

THE COURT OF DIRECTORS.

London, Oct. 31, 1800.
GENTLEMEN,

I ave had the honor to receive, through your Secretary, Mr.
Ramsay, the Resolutionaof the Court of Directors, of the 30th
July, 1809, passed upon the detailed letter I laid before the Court
on the 1st July, 1808, relative to the Insurrection at Vellore.

I avail myself of the first moment, after my return to Epgland
from foreign service, to return my acknowledgments for the favor
the honorable Court has conferred, by their kind aud honorable
expressions towards me; and it is with real concern that I am
compelled, through the force of injured feelings I can never
conquer, to enter the most solemn protest against a very consi-

perable part of that Resolution.

Branded as I have been in the public opinion, as the author of”
the Vellore Insurrection, and so considered, in consequence of the
wicked misrepresentations which brought upon me, through the
orders of your Court, the most severe and degrading injuf'ies a
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British General Officer ever experienced ; I am compelled to pursue
whatever means I can resort to for correcting those misrepresenta-
tions, as the object most essential to my reputation and comfort.
I wish to speak and act with the utmost respect and due submission
to your honorable Court; but I owe it to my character,-to my
family, to the British public, and to the honor of his Majesty’s
army, wounded in my person in India, to seek some public mark
of justice and redress, in a degree proportioned to the wrong and
disgrace Isustained in my profession in India, through your orders,
and the subsequent act of council, by which I was expelled from
all command in his Majesty’s service in that country; and which
orders, you have had the candor to declare, upon full considera-

tion, were produced by an erroneous view of the case.

It is useless to take up the time of your honorable Court by any
retrospect upon the Vellore Insurrection ; your late resolution upon
ihe conduct of all the persons concerned, anneunce the misconcep-
tion under which it was attributed to the turban, and the regula-
tions-upon the marks of Caste. The terms of your resolutions’
respecting the Adjutant-general, and Deputy Adjutant-geveral,
render the further discussion of that subject totally unnecessary.
You_ are satisfied the regulations in question did not originate
with me, and that no officer in the King’s service had any concern
whatever in their introduction : the late Resolution of your Court,
acknowledging that the- regulations ( from whence my injuries and

removal are admitted to have arisen) were according to the pre-
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vailing practice of the best pative regiments, and to the usage
of Caste ; acircumstance at the moment disbelieved by your Court,
when the measure was adopted, of thus dismissing me from your
service.

Here, I presume, all this view ofthe case and the question might
end for ever.

But I am compelled to make some remarks upon the following
paragraph of the Resolution of the 31st July, 1809, which imputes
to me the want of a due investigation and inquiry from persons who
‘might have better informed me; and, by the timely discovery of the
truth, have prevented the mischief that ensued.

“ The measures which Sir John Cradock afterwards pursued
““ to enforce obedience to the regulations prescribing the use
< of a new turban, though dictated, as the Court believe, by a
¢ nice sense of the honor of military authority, and the im-
¢ portance of subduing insubordination, appear, nevertheless,
““ to have been unsuitable to the nature of the people with whom
““ he had to deal, whose Teal opinions and prejudices touching
““ the new turban, and not merely the legal judgment of their
“ doctors, ought to have been consulted; for, notwithstand-
““ ing their decision, it is too plain that the bulk of the Sepo_ys
“ came at length, no doubt through the wicked machinations
“ of enemies to the British power, really to regard the use
““ of the new turban with strong aversion, as incoﬁpatible

““ with their Caste; and had a proper inquiry been instituted,
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““ before enforcing the use of the turban, the truth would have
““ been ascertained, and the discovery of it would have rendered
it consistent with the honor of Government, and of the
“ Commander-in-Chicf, to have repealed the order ; and thus

““ might have been removed the immediate occasion of the evils
“ that followed.”

Thus, having acquitted me, in all other respects, of the graver
part of the original charge, you narrow, in this passage, all that re-
mains of disapprobation in your minds, in respect of any share 1
had in the Vellore business, to the precise ground of my not having-
made proper inquiry, before enforcing the use of the turban, whether
or not it was repugnant to the prejudices (for you admit it was
not so to the religious tenets) of the native troops. In this all diffe-
rence now consists. I rest the issue upon facts, and if I am as
successful in removing from your miands this unfounded impres-
gion, as I have been fortunate in effacing from it the former ground-
less imputation, the same spirit that led you to do me justice in
the one instance, will no doubt impel you to accord it to me in the
other.

‘What will your honorable Court, and the world in general, admit
to be proof of a diligent and proper inquiry on my part? It may
be asked, Did you personally inquire from Sepoys of high Caste
themselves, whether they had any repugnance to the turban, or
whether the wearing of it would expose them to forfeiture of Caste?

B
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Did you examine the native officers? Did you ask the opinion of
the most experienced of the Company’s European officers ? Did .
you go beyond this? Before resolving on the measure, did you
summon a Military Board of the most enlightened officers, for the
special purpose of investigating into the matter? Did you inquire,
from the Pundits and the Mufties, versed in the precepts of the
Shaster and the Koran, whether there was any thing in the measure
repugnant to Caste ? Did you instruct our Adjutant-general, deeply
conversant with the native usages, to ascertain, on his part, whether
the measure of substituting one turban for another, composed of
similar materials, was fraught with violation of their popular pre-
judices, or religious tenets > Had you ascertained if the turban
had‘ been previously worn* by any native regiment, with the ap-
probatien of the officer and Sepoys? Did you, by such means,
endeavour to arrive at an accurate knowledge of the subject, and
to guard against the possibility of being misled by ignorance, or of
actingk with rashness or pi’ecipitancy? I answer, Every one of these
precautions I adopted; and if this is the fact (1 appeal to the re-
cords before your Court, and the Council at Madras) what will
become of this charge, in this passage of your Resolution, that I

neglected to make a proper inquiry, before I finally consented to its

adoption.

1 will not fatigue your Court by a minute enumeration of the
proofs before you, and which I must presume, under the pressure

of public business, have escaped your attention. If they be care-
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fully perused, it will be found, that never was inquiry more accu-
rate, nor investigation more patient ; officers and men were be-
fore me, and declared their approbation of the turban, which théy
wore in my presence: your own Kuropean officers sanctioned
their testimony ; their Pundits did the same; your Adjutant-ge-
neral fortified all their declarations; and, if the documents in my
possession have reached you, they must show, that on the 9tk of
May, two months previous to the mutiny, upon the first indica-
tion of discontent, I repaired to Vellore, and summoned a board
of three officers of the native service, Lieutenant-colonel Forbes,
Lieutenant-colonel Mac XKerras, and Lieutcnant-colonel Marriott,
distiﬁguished for their knowledge of the langﬁage and customs ;
and I required from them a private, as well as public epinion,
upon the turban, that the truth, however latent, might be reached,
Their opinion, both private and public, ought to be before your
Court, and both equally express, that the turban was free from
all objection ; and the evidence that accompanies the proceedings
of this Board, prové, that the opposition to wearing the turban
was resolved upon, before the Sepoys had ever seen it.

With proof thus adduced, of the anxious and rigid inquiry I
pursued, I will, with confidence, ask your honorable Court, was
it possible any officer could do more to learn the truth? Will
any member of your Court lay his hand upon his breast, and de-
clare, that he would, or could have done more ?
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At

What, however, have been the consequences of your orders to
me? 'The recital, I have no doubt, upon due reflection, will
strike your Court as a series of injury and disadvantage, such as
no British officer ever suffered in his Majesty’s service : it has not,

nor could have, from its nature, a parallel.

The orders of your Court to remove me instantly from my seat
in Council, and from the command of your forces, found me the
senior officer in India, and in the undisputed right of commanding
the whole of his Majesty’s force in every presidency. I wasin the
full exercise, by the rules of our service, of every pretension and
prerogative -of a British Commander-in-Chief. In obedience to
the spirit of your orders, the Council at Madras proceeded to my
immediate separation from all military connexion with the King’s
army; and the whole world in India had to view, in the operation of
a short moment, his Majesty’s Commander-in-Chief expelled from
his service in the most degrading manner. “° Treason itself ” could
not have produced a more rapid sentence and precipitate downfal.
No reason whatever was assigned by yourfCOurt, or the Council ;
and to make the case more extrabrdinary, so completely unpre-
cedented, no communication whatsoever was made to me from

his Majesty, or any other royal, or ministerial authority.

Will an Englishman believe that I was left in this fallen and
degraded state in Madras, without the slightest consideration of my

case, or alleviation of “my expenses; and bad to seek, as I could
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effect, a passage for myself and family to England,; at tke charge of
nearly four thousand pounds.

My mind recoils from the “recollection of the scenes I was com-
pelled, without alternative, to endure, during the two painful
months to which T allude. I cannot bring myselfto state the de-
tail of vexatious treatment, and petty attack, I had daily to en-
counter from some worthless, low-minded characters T had endea-
voured to correct, in the former discharge of my duty. Had I less
consulted your interest (as far as my judgment reached); had I
not pursued economy, and the fair and just reform of many im-
perfections ; had I not supported the civil authority of your go-
vernment equally with the military; I conceive 1 might have
passed the two months in Madras with less mortification ;—but
the orders of your Court placed me in a situation where human
nature could show itself in its worst form with impunity. This
view is not ideal ; the particulars may be confirmed by several

documentsin India, and before your Court,

I have been advised to lay before his Majesty a memorial of my
case, and to claima court-martial, as the sole and proper vindication
of my honour and military reputation, stained by your orders, and
the expulsion from his Majesty’s service in India ; and other mea-
sures for redress and indemnity have been recommended ; but I shall
still pursue the unfeigned language and proceedings of respect

and submission to your Court; and, until the direct appeal to
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yoursetves, Gentlemen, to your Jjustice, to your liberality, and to
every other consideration, that forms the honourable compact be-
tween ecmployers and their servants, shall fail (but from the spirit
of justice that has lately prevailed in your Court, I feel assur-
ance to the contrary), I abandon every other course and confine

myself, with confidence, to your tribunal.
I have the honour to be,
Gentlemen,
With the greatest respect,
Y our humble servant,

J. F. CRADOCK, Licutenant-General.

T. GiLLeT, Printer,
Crown-court, Flest-street, London.
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v ! ‘HE fate unhappy event, Vel ‘has i i :
{ e y at Vellore, has led to wide d verfit ini
T}ll’)t.en .fo conduéted as, peshaps, rather to difguife trl)tl’;','utl‘i':an lcgr;\?{y?ll%‘le?ﬁ;t?onnd WEEmEatAY e
” & objeét of the following ftatement is theretore to recur to original circumftances, to fix a date prior te
the faral cataftrophe on the 1oth July, and to give a plain Narraiive of tranfa&li ’ Sfwhich i
'acc:]ompanicd by official documents. ranfagtion, each flep obwhichis
_The explanation fo much involves the aéts of the Commander in i & iti
gfiat P?{t of the deeail Thoald mroveed 1 his wame. mander in Chief a¢ Midras, that it is neceffary a
t is ftated, and to a certain degree believed, thar the introdu&ior and i H 2
an order to prohibit the marks of Cafls, on lhc’furehcads (l)frth: 'S:g)?o;.fa Zzw 3;::1‘;“"1;31 e atve ammy)
their former drefs, in the obligation to wear Stocks, white Waiﬂcoals, Fca(ﬁ-ers éarlalomno‘;uol!lls i
ated fq much diffatistaltion in their minds, as produced the maflacre a,t Ve'llorc’—-Bllxt ihom, 1?- A
':;ﬂs onk‘hc T.u,l?;m, ther;nh" circamftances are only accounted suxiliaries, for t;xough thcer‘c]{‘;filéi?gnCht:;gﬁ

e marks, might naturally be thought the iling poi S A inanis,.
fearcely appca‘;gs in op:rati};n. g picvailing point; yet through the long courfe of examination, it

Fiam great variety in the Turban of the Army, and the on ) i it i

¢ generall fe b L -eni
ence and very heavy, uponthe ieprefentation of{l;c Adjutant G:gn‘:::alaa!dlt[l:: ]eje;\lx?;, ﬂll( fcu;:: ir:?occ%r:r:rx:-
plation to diret a common pattern for the whole fervice, and the arrangement was left o thefe Officers, of
whofe experience and local knowledge the Commander in Chief could cntertain no doubt. At length Tor-
bans, made ap under their direion, (1) were prefented to him; upon the heads ofScpoys,.(z) int o%uced Fr-
!he’!lepbO(F’ a‘pd they fzermed eutitled to commendation. ‘ =
he bufinefs of making them up proceeded univerfally; and without remark; till attenti 3 i
a fpisic of oppofition in the 2d Battalion of the 4th Regiment at Velloc I ) decla e argel by
were offenfive and intringed upon their Catts, &t. £ f hh GeRlard; Sha o Wisckasy

As circumftances of extreme infubordination marked the condué@ of the Cor t that peri ;
appeared nuzhjng, that could juftify the fuppofition, that any real objection d?; :xifti},mhpii[c‘;i’cla:i:uti[::?
:P&a;ﬁmeafurgsoto gpprg(s)‘r'[‘fglr{i:‘i)iine fthould be immediately adopted, and fome of th‘;jpgggdm_.acmgunﬁn:

3 s

At that moment, * too fully illafirated by fubfequent a@:,”” the conduét of the Nativ i
. to e fequent adt e Commiffi
Officers was moll fufplcml}s; not one appeaied a&ive in his duty ; they all feemed to enjoy the riﬁntl:ogff('l

. eontent, and.ar fhc fame time to ftrengthen evil circumitance, and 1gnorance, they all declaied the T:rbar:
free f"nm_ objection and perfifted in the fame avowal, upon the {fubfequent Courtof Inquiry at Vellore, (3)

(4 Lc is in evidence, that the fiift oppofition, to the introduéion of the Turban, by the 2d Battalion of the
4th Regiment, at Pellore, (5) was manifeited, before they had ever feen it, aond that” an agreement had been
made berween the 1ft L’ﬁ.aualion of the 1it Regiment, quartered alfo in “ Vellore,” and Ll:c zd . Bartalion of
:rl,\f[ {a;‘:lc Corps; marching Poft, not to wear it though in cqual ignorance of its appearance, formation oxr

aterials.

To peifet the vie_vr‘,_that dje re_vo!( was not a refitance to an article of Drefs, that; in the wound, it
gave to Cafts or prejudices, might inthis Country, give birth to aéls the moft extravagant, Thatit was not
sn explofion ofinjured feelings, that might deltroy every principle of allegiance or humanity, but thac
filent, fecret treaion was the object, the chicf Coufpirator, Shaik Caffim, Jemidarin the 1ft Regiment, a
few days previous to the infurieftion, upon being queftioned by his commanding Officer, it any diffatis-
f2&tion exifted, offered, in the prefence of the other native Oithcers, to place the Koran on his head (6)
(the moft folemn appeal to truth) and fwear, that there was none, and that the whole Corps were for-
ward to wear the 'Tuiban, : -

The Court of Inquiry, cftablifhed by the Commander in Chicfat Vellorc as he proceeded to Myfore,
confifted of Lieutenant Colonel Mc‘Kerras, Licutenant Colonel Forbes, and Lientenant Calonel Marrtiot,
the two former, Commanding Battalionsyand the latcer, the Paymalter to Tippoo's Familygfficeis diftin-
guithed for their knowledge of the language, and the native cuftoms; and the proceedings will fully
evince, that no objeétion to the Tu:han was then difcoverable, and in the privaféropinion, thofe Oficers
were requefted to give upon the fubj=ct to the Commander in Chief, a preference to the former Turban
in many particulars appears; a declaration, that in no fhape, it interfered with caft or prejudice, (7) and atren-
tion isonly direced tothe alieration of fome Tape or Trifles of that nature.

The Commander in Chief then pracéeded to Myfore, and gdve dirctions for the Trigl of the Prifoners

t g
before a native General Court Ma:tial at the Piefidency, -

At cach Trial evidence was produced from perfons of the higheft Cafts (§) —that the Turban was free from

any obje@ion whatevei—The prifoners were found Guilty and Sentenced Corporal Punifiment.

. ” .
1) Vide Colonel Agnew’s and Major Pierce’s Letter. (2) A Syed and a Rajahpoot. :
(3) Couvvt-of Luquiry, 14th May, 1806, —Veliore. 4] Court of Inquiry. (5) Shaik Caffim’s Confeffi~ny
(6) Lizut. Col. Forbes's Evidence, . (7) Vide Private Reporty 20ih May, 1836, (8) Vide the Trialss
>



A +. (hould hie ‘acquainted with! every circum-
Sl Govcmmel;“, lead to ignon?\ce of the real ftate of theeafe,

*Che Commandér in Chief being ]
‘.Ra:;ﬁr::ngr?:ﬁt_\g that his abfence, fronln thaclll’:};ﬁ(‘l;ru(_::c):el"inilnggs o the Thials before the ‘Right Hongrable
X (:‘}i:‘:%e;‘vS:;?dgx:;"};l?:: (}:xa:h(?xzc;?ur:sya's the Council might pleafe to diret—The refult wass that two
e )

of the Ringleaders of {he 2d Battalion of the 4th Regiment were punifhed, and the rell, 'upfm their appa-

“n\r)c:’:\-[-ixll;le:nir{,::tlil‘ior::c.: reached the Commander in Chief at Nundy Droog till the latter ‘endh OEI‘]“EI;C’

w!jc-? he reccived a'\%ery impreflive reprefentation from an experienced ar‘;d able ?ﬂifc:l:, S\z:crt -e urban

“ had occafioned great difcontent in the Army, and carneltly rcv:um.m:'nde} A rep;a oﬂ_ ':: 4 th.g o
The Commander in Chief at once adopted the refolation of codfiding ns;mGarm ment e

ment and fubmitted the following fecret reference to the Right Honorable the Goyernor 1n il

SECRET. NUNDYDROOG, FJUNE 29, 1806,

My Lo=bD.

Tee ] ave reconrfe to your Lordfhips Judgment, and that of the Council, to relieve me lfrr:vm
T g.ga;n::stxihery and embarra);]'mcnt upon t‘;'nc]fubjeﬂ of the Tuarbaos, the full particulats, of V\vhtch‘ cafes
are {o well known to your Lordlﬂ;)ip, cg‘nd upon the proceedings, from my abfencs, 1 have already re-

our Lordfhips perfonal Dire@ion.” z e
5\‘%{*}2‘ iﬁt:’oduﬁion olf lﬁls Turban originated from the advice, ‘and under the Sup:nmendzncg pf 'Co-
Jonel Aznew; the Adjutant General, and Major Pierce, the Deputy Adjutant QEx1eral, and, ds an alte-
«t yation from the foriner one appeared wanting, 1 thought I could not confide fo fimple a matter to better »
s¢ hands, or Officers of more local experience.’’ X Sl = e : ; :
¢ T have the ftrongeft reafons to fuppofe, that sTmoft univer{al obje@ion a ifes againft ‘the Turban, and
though force and punifhment may overcome individual oppoﬁfion, yet the firm diflike does not,ﬁbate,
« and the frequent recurience of feverity may produce, though it may be remote, bad coufequence.”
« T am, as aware, as the human mind can poflefs the fentimznr, that oppo'ﬁnol:\ to military _an_d juft
authority cannot be yiclded te, and that the attempt muft be cruofbed in its _earlielt nag-.—-Tlu{ is the
{ol= reaioning towards a Britith Soldier, and were it purely a Britith cafe, I fhould neither feel em-
barraMinent, or fhould I thus trouble your Lordfhip in Council.
«+ Eut upon the prejudices of India, the force of Cafts, which ia irs various ﬂu_pe, no Eu_mp'e'an may per-
feftly comprehend, it is allowable, even in a foldier’s mind, to paufe, and folicit'the advics of the ‘head,
and his companions in the Government.”” Z
¢ The queRion is nat corfined to the ignorant foldiery ; it is the fubje& of converfation among the beft
informed officers, and my intelligence from Seringapatam, where there is a numerous garifon, 1s; that it

~

‘
.

a @

4 is the common cry *¢ that the next attempt will be to make the Sepoys Chriftians.””

¢+ T lay before your Lordfhip in confidence, a private letter from ‘Colencl Brunton,and the fame fentiment
prevails with many other moderate and difcreet Officers.”

s S¢ill iris my wifh, and the beft judgement 1 can apply to the untoward fubje&, to perfevere, and con-
¢ quer prejudice, as perhaps the leaft cvil ; but where confegquence may enfue of a difadvantageous nature,
« apdeven the fource of our recruiting at ftake, fo difficult at 2ll times, with due fele®ion or eff=&, T am not
¢ f{atisfi-d in my own mind to perfevere to the full extent—withoat recurrence to your Lordfhip’s advice,
and the fan&ion of Government.*

-
~

(Signed) J. F. CRADOCK, Lizur. GENERAL.

T'he Commander in Chief thus endeavoured to unite military principles with the ftriteft caution, and was
prepared to follow fuch Reps, as the beft information, and the fanQion of the highsft authority fhould didtate,

The Government honored him with an anfwer, and propofed the iffue of an order to the Army—The
determination was exprefled to enforce the Turban, as the oppofition arofe from ¢ ignorant clamour,’”
“¢ ynfeunded on any principle,”” but at the fame time to refpe& the ufage and cuftoms of the native troops,
on all occafion, ¢

Both appeared to the Commander in Chief highly proper, and calculated to produce th= heft remedy ina
cafz of extieme embagraliment— The order was not iffued, as Government with whom the decifion remained
on account of the Commander in Chief’s abfence from Madias, did not deem it veceflary==The following
are the molt material extra@is from this correfpondence.

(10) ¢ If thére had been reafon to fuppofe that the late change of drefs was liable to the obje&iion of mili-
“¢ rtating aguinft the religious principles of the inhabitant of this country, we fhould have had no hefitation, in
¢ immedisrely recommending to your Excellency the relinquithment of the intention to eftabiifh the propx;fe'd
¢ change—but as it appears from the evidence takenin the lare inquiry at Vellore, (11) that no obje&ion of
‘¢ this natute exifts, we certainly deem it advifable, that the alternative of yielding to the ¢ clamour,’®
¢ arifing from'an unfounded prejudice, thould if pofiible be avoided.” !

(Signed) W. BENTINCX,

<
.
(3) Letters to the Adjatant General, 18.h . 258, ”
gth. July, 1803, Secret DcplﬂmEll:. : b : 0 .P“(b‘l‘l;: L::;\r_r]:\?y‘he Commil el
0
Ll



(12) The Right *ononble the Governor in Council having been informed by Lis Excell Fe Comeats
‘et ide ,'in ‘_Chief of thie oppofition, which bas been in fome ihfﬁncel expuienccdy'\'n c{{:’:ﬁ}}*ﬁﬁ?’ :!:e S&m:%
¢¢ whigh it was deemed expedicnt (o adoptin the form of the Turban in uf: amonp the Native Corps of this
: E{hbhﬂ;‘n?(e_nt, l:llshl_.o’rdg‘ip ifn fCouncil]x’n led "l’ Ei(pveh his cxtreme regret, that any part of the native
army whofe merirs have been fo frequently extolled, and rewarded by thi roment, cou

8 fered itfelf to be deluded by an unfgnndcdycl'amor.", 2 7. Gf)vcmment, e
¢« Tewill be in every inftance the wifh of the Right Honorabie the ‘Governor in Council to evince a facred
regard for the religious pf.inc"lples of the native troops, as well as of all other inhabitants of this countsy 3
Bae in the prefent cafe it appearg alter the feicteft inquiry, and according to the reRimony of natives of ihe
highe( caft,”” that the oppofition, which has been expericnced in the late change of Turban, s ¢ deftitate
of any foundation,” in either the Law, or ufige of the Mahomedan or Hindoo Religions, and any perfon
who may perfevere in that oppofition, cannot in confequence fail to be fubjecicd to the feverclt penaliics
¢¢ of military ‘difcipline,”” -

SECRET. NUNDYDROOG, FULY g, 1806.

Mx Lorbp, .

" Sa

qc
5

-~

-~

_ ¢ T have been much honored this morning by ‘the receipt of the fetter from yonr Lordfhip in Council,
¢ ypon the fubj=& of the Turbans, and feel myfelf peculiarly grarified by the tranfmiflion of the propofed
order by Goveinment, previons to irs circalation.””

¢ J take the liberty to exprefs my cn:ire concurrence with the fpirit and terms of the order, as every way
calculated to preferve juft authority, aad ftifl wo allay any prejudices, that may exift @pon the impured
difregard to the rights, attached ta caft, or antient coftom—The point was of infinite embarrafment, and if
any a@ was to be reforted to,beyond the immediateand conftant vindication of violated dilcipline, asit might
arife, T conceive, that an order from Government of this natare, woald {eem to promife the Heft effe&."”
‘¢ T will confefs, that by the prefent commaunication with Government, I have pained the obj=&t, 1 had in
view, which was to receive from them an unreferved opinion, as to the propriciy of fu'l coercion, fhould
it prove neceffary, but which, ficuated as this country is, huried in the aBfurdiries of cafts, or prejadices,
dear to them as exiftence, T was fearful to take a (tep of any doubr, without explicit koowledge and the
fan&ion of Government.”” i ; S

< Since T laft had ‘the honor to addrels your Lordfhip in Council, I have hearl nothing taore, which
filenee leads me’to hope, that the difinclination ro the Turban, has become more feeble, or perhaps that
reports have been exaggerated—Under this view it may be judicious to pofipone the publication of the
order either to let the fubje fall to the ground, as no longer the interpofitinn of the Government i
required, or to re-zflume the iffue, a3 your Lordfhip in Council may determine by futare eveur.””

2
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{Signed) J. F. CRADCCK; Lizurt. GrSErAL.

Th= Commander in Chief has thus =xolicitly detailed all circumftances, relative to the Turban, enterior ta
the-roth July, that the public mind may form its judgement according to firlt principles, and not fuffer
Tuodae impreffion from any courfe of event—The appellation of ** obnoxious order” may now be attached ro
the megfure, but the public a&s of the Council, that declated the Turhan free from obje&ion; that impuied
‘the oppofition to znfoundzd clamour’ ¢ and groundlefs difcontent,”” and ths private aét of the Right Ho-
norable the Gavernor, who after deliberate inquiry and at a late period, expreffed his defirs, that his Corpe
‘of Fencibles thould wear it, will furcly have weight to recall the ¢ womerited Epithet’” and reinftate origi-
nal fentiment. E d ;

It is unneceflary to go through the painfal recital of the atrocious revolt and mafacre on the |o'h July ae
Vellore—The fatal occurrences are within univerfal intormation—They compretend every cafe of difloyalty,
treachery and horror— The whole was planued with uneqnalled fecrely apd concealment— The _n_hj-& ‘was fo
deftray every European and place a Sonjot Tippoo at the head ofa Moorith Government(13)—=Wth this view
L-ters were ready or even were difpafched to the Marhattas and to disaffe@ted Chieftains at Cuddapah in
the Ceded Diftrifts,and Vencatagherry in the Carnatic, to excite a general hottility —ludifcriminate fory
and flaughter raged for many hours, and wretches were feen tottering from the b {ital to partake in the
bloody fcene—While the Britifh foldiers were dragged from the fame afylum and devoted to a deliberate
death— Fatal inftru@ion extended fo far, that even the Sepoy Boys armed themfclves with their Carbines of

ifc and lent their aid to the general deftruction. (14) ; ;

'xc';%(:vhzt extent the calamity mgight have 1eached, n(x 18 impofiible to fay, moft happily a body of Cavalry

arrived from Arcot, under the intrepid Colonel Gellifpie, pcvforr_n_ed a military wonder, and reglme-d peif=i-
fion of the fortrefs, refcued the brave farvivors of the 6gth Regiment, reduced to the laft exifemity, and

. this fcene of cruelty and cowardice. >

3 do{;;‘)o: the arrival of th: Commander in Chief at Vellore on the 3d morning after the dreadful event, it
appeared to be the leading principle, to conciliate and reftors confidence; to banifh spprehenfion, or fulpiciow

‘of every natare, and parfue the paths of juftice and fpirit— While innocence was to be (!lfcovered from the
mals of apparent crime and protected with ardent zcal, the irm punifhrent of the guilty feemed equally
neteflary, and this unparalleled outrage, againft the Britith aame and exnftgnce, was to be 'llnfilca(ed.‘ltll the
fignal chaftifement of the favage perpetrators— A gainft themalone was punifhment todire itsjott repri :0.(';)
towards all others policy, good principles 2nd judgement {cemed to di€tare the full exertion of ev:l:ry rmer
feeling of confidence and cardiality—The Indian chara&er would undesftand this diftinélion, and not con-
found he operation of generofity with apprehenfion,
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" order to prohibit the marks of cait, on para

~ demn or extenuate t

“cuffed, paragraph by paragrap

“fured the Commander in C
“corps was it ever permitted,

“&ranger, and with an opinion only

the ealicht praticsble termination, that the \
‘while at Vellore, and Rill dire&t

“The whole difpenfation feemed to requl

$night commence. L e « B e
%efe principles a&uated the Commander in Chief from the beginning,
L s S < aro entered upon, it appears neceffary, that the

infurrefti ¢ ¢ Vellore rs n
e ‘g:,.and the wearing earrings &c. (hould be adverted to, and expla-

£ has already delivered his opinion on this fubjeét, and
what belongs to a {tatement of this nature, is only to mark circamitances, as they really are, and not to con-
he alledged nfage of the fervice, which does prevail on the ;_Ylad ras Efablifhment, and it
—Captain Sydeaham the Refident at Hyderabad writes 1n thefe terms. ;

«« Many Corps on the Madras Eablifhment, and almo(t all the Corps 1n Bengal, which are compofed of

& Hindoos of the highzft caft, never ufe cheir diftingnithing marks, on duty—"The orders did not apply to
s the MufTulmans, who certainly were the moft aiive, both in seceiving and exciting the unfavorable im-

st preffion, which led to difeastent.” i & v &
Tt bad been found necsiTicy o collet into one coda the feveral Regulations of the Military fervice, and
nt General of the army, Major Pieice,

the work was allotted by the order of Government to the Deputy Adjutal ¢
ce in India, and who feemed in every _refpe& moft qualified for the tafk.

Before the a&live caun

‘patien given on this fubje&—The Cemmander in Chie!

is ftated, the Bengal alfo

* an Officer of 2§ years expericn > 1al
ander in Chicf dire&ed Major Pierce to nots, with red ink, all matrer,

As a general inftraction the Comm
jn the leaft diffcrent from former practics
¢heir fan@ion, attention might be attradted to any alteration. : : . :

When the Deputy Adjutant General reported the work prepared, the Commander in Chicf affembled the
Adjatant General, Coloncl Agnew, the Qnarter Mafter General, Lieutenant Colonel Orr, and the Deputy
Adjatant General, Major Pierce, and the rcgulations were read by himfelf on many fucceffive daye, and dif-
h—when the order in queRion, to prohibit the marks of caft, &c. under armsy
appeared in its turn. It immediately attracted the Commander in Chief’s attention, as impolitic interference
with the cuftoms and prejudices of the inhabitants. ! :

The Adjatant Geoeral aad the D=puty-(on this day the quarter.mafter-general happened to be abfent) af.
hief, that it was the invarible pra&ice of the fervice, that in no well regulated’
‘and appealed to the Commander in Chief’s perfonal obfervation, among ihe bat-
er he had remaiked fuch diftin&ion—The Commander in Chief, asa
formed trom books, could not oppofe fuch argaments, and anxious te Jeave
undifturbed the ufual courfe of a fepoy battalion, (inftead of introducing, to refift innovation.) He {fuffered

the infertion of the order. B B \
A few extra@s of the correfpondence, that has taken place on the ‘part of the fubje&, will place the queRia

or ulage, that when the book was fubmitted to Government foz -

galions, he _had infpe€ted, wheth

“on in the true point of view.

Letter from Sir Fohn Cradock, to Colonel Agnew, 16th Fuly, 1806,
Vellore,

_ ¢ But upon the other points, the abolition of the marks of caft, from the foreheads of the fzpoys, and the
o meafarerment of the mouftache to a military pattern,&c. as expreffed in the order, as the rumour'no ands
¢ and I may fay accredited by Government and others, I do feel the greatett inquictude—*¢ ‘That it is in the
¢ power of polfibility, that infringement of the rights and prejudices of the natives,”” dear to them as life;
& fhould originate with me, who, I will fay, 2s much as any man in India refpetts thofe immemorial ula ev,
¢ =1 thcr;forc, my deoar Sir, muft call vpon you and Mazjor Pierce, who compiled the orders to give evger. :
¢ explanation oo this particular poinr, ¢¢ whether any innovation has been intréduced;’” or is it only a camix
Ll nuanccroi tlI‘.c l%ng praftice in the zrmy.”* 5 % :
¢ As fach T uo erftood it from you, whea the orders to be publifh=d were read, by me, in
: yourf?lf, Major Pierce, and Colonel Orr, exprefsly, that 1 n?ight derive inform::lio)n fro’m (l‘l‘;; ll)e':;c(";:]:df
: experience, as thofe Ofﬁcgra pofizfled, upen local points, and I recolle&@ advertiog to the order in queftion
o when I was aﬁ'ur:g], that it was the eftablithed military cuftom, and had I not fantiioned its common courl’c’
I muft have conceived, I was indaced, by fclf Seniiment, to overthrow the nfual Eftablithed Rule of a Se:

¢ poy Regiment.
(Signed) J. F. CRADOCK.

The Adjutant General Colomel Agnew’s Repl, i Fohi
Vellore, 18th Fuly, 1806. SpeRby tSZT Jo e

¢ I now reply to the fecond part of your Excellency’s inqui i i

) reg >, y’s inquiry, and trult this ftatement

1] t“:a';“;:!::;?gl was tfqnhcr frcmfx y[‘ouinxccllcncy’a intention than a:-ny interference with :he cuwf;]olr::!?t: g:(;v'
al want in many of thg Native Corps, of any ftanding orders for th di i o

¢ mental daty and interior arrangement, and the ’larin defici i oo bl ol R?““ne oAl

¢ had been brought to public notice, in 'the coule of lhg e ol e

L 0 ! > 1n | ¢ infpe@ion of Corps. The D j 2

:: :2lc;k1htcn employed og appointment of Government in revifing the exil{’ing Codz :ltm:'{ A:li‘!lx‘o‘:m G:i“eT

a« ﬂnou]doi:?;;p‘::—: :Jeb;u{d(-’f] “;:“;1;‘5 Ogdusdfor fa Battalion of Native Infantry, by whichgr.hc whu’lc u:i::;

; x | e > referred to for is ki i i

A yo'nr Execdonay for BPPI:‘:;);’PProvcd fyﬂc_ms of this kiod, while preparing that; -

% e




The roth Paragraph of the 11th S=@ion of thefe orders, s as follows.—

o Tesd : : 3 i ok sl 33
« weai ‘l;:;g;quti\);l:h;r;:(%"hhon’ that a Native Soldier (hull nor mark his Face to denor,

d in his aniform, and it is further dire@=d ; : e hiscatt, oc
£« duiiss, every Soldier of the Baitalion fhall i clean fhaved on the > thac ac all paates, ant upon ail

¥ AL LS Chin. is dires : nifor.
* mity fhall, as far as it is pra@icable, be preferved, in regad tot e e Ml il

s Mgl ) he quaatity, and fhap= of the Hair, up-
i ¢ This Pa:agraph when read by M:jor Pierce, I confidered as-the mers rec'tal
“»;?rTl«t-ilfr\l in w?l r?gnlalc'd Corys, under the received cuitom “f[)‘_c feivice, althouzh like many other
Y culloms, not efpecially dire®e | by any formal ordar, or alivays riidly enforc-d, a» sainion, T joined ia
& rx-»"clfm ty wheu_ your 'Exccll;ucy Nﬁued your diflike to touch in any{ thape, on the cuftoms of Caft, cei-
taicly not conceiviog 1t to be a Novel Tunovation, buat; what cuftom, it Yeme ion hz
Sl 5 s m, not remote regulation had long

{(Signed) P. A. AGNEW.
Deputy Adjutant General to the

of what had been long

Sir Fohn Cradock,  to Major Pierce,
Army, Fuvy 24th, 18c6.

< But I view the claufe to abolifh the dilin@fons of cafts &-. in the graveft )li’ghr, and fuch both as to
at $

fenCs and nativn ] iatereft in Tadia, as to call for unreferved proceeding and to fix the error if not to be
¢ done away, where it thoald lye.”

¢ You will recolle@, that previous to the fubmiffion to Government  of the hody of Randing orders, I
employed many days in readiug over all the orders, that you had taken the trouble to collate, and which
work was entrufted to you by Governmens, not only as the Deputy Aujutant General, but an Officer of
long Milita-y expe isnce in this country. Vo prevent, as far as the moft refl-&ive precaution could reach,
the poflib’lity of local'er or, in 1efpe@ to the ulage of the Inlian Army, I fummaoned the Adjutant Gene-
ral, the Qurter Mufter Geaeral, and you:feif; and cach Parugraph was difcoff-d. —The one in queftion
cauf-d my notice, and I was affured, it was ot only unobje@ionable, but the invariable courfe of every
r=giment. — As a ftranger, and in the hands 6f the principal Staff Officers of the Hnorable Company’s
Armiy, could Toppofe to their experience my fingle feniiment; and dirett the overthrow: of an eftablith-
¢¢ ed cuftom.

¢ It may appear; that T have too much fentibility én the poiias,bat that is impoflile—when the chara&er
of difciition, and even common fenfe is at ftake,

s
a

2

{Signed) J. F. CRADOCK.

The Deputy Adjutant General Major Pierce, to Sir Fohn Cradock, 26th
Fuly, 1806. d

« "This compilation was principally founded upon fRanding Orders, eftablihed by the late Sir John
& Braithwaite, asColonel of the 2d Battalion of European Iafintry, for that Corps with the requifite

deviatious to render it applicable to naiive 'I'riops, and in reference to fome of the molt appioved regu-
« lations forme:ly in force in native Baualions.”

s¢ It was read aloud by your Excellency, and when the roth Paragraph of the 11th Se&ion particular-

¢ 1y atrracted your notice, and your fxccliency sfked, whether it would inteife e with the prejudices of
¢¢ the natives, I an(wered, under the fame impretiion, that had induced me to infc:rir, as did the Adjus
ac

tant Geoeral to the fame effe@; that it would not; and that it was not the, cultom in well regulaied
& Corps for native Soldisrs to appear in the manner forbid by that Paragraph.”

¢« Ia infe:tisg the above mentioned Paragraph, I confidered, that 1 was merely recording what had
& always appeared to me to be a reguiation in the well conduéled part of the fervice &c. &eo
<€ [t was my good fortune to a& for a fe:ies of years as public Staff Officer ofa ftation, under an Officer
(General Braithwaite) who, at the fame time, that he paid the mott unremitted attention to the com-
torts and real prejudices of the Soldier ; enforced difcipline throughout every rauk under his Com.
mand, ina degree, that I have not fince {een equalled and I declare upon my honor, that I do not
rec.lle@ to have ever {een ddnng that pe:iod a native .Soldie’, on duty; with his tace marked, or
s with large rings in hisears, and fucther, that I am certain, if any man hafl appeared f-n_ l»cdcckc«_:l. on
« any Parade, he would have been turned off fiom it—I was afterwards fatiored, as Major of Brigade
& at Vellore, where it never occurred &c.”” ; S

& The regiments of Cavalry have in their ranks men of ithe higheft caft, of all {fels, and_religions, and
et 3 reference can be made to thé old Offiéers of thofe Corps_for infornation; Wi}el‘flcr it has,_ at any

period; been coftomary for their Soldiers to appear, on duaty, with marks on their faces or with large
Earings.”” ; -
s Tn% proof adduced with refp=& to the Turbans; added to what I have had the honor to Rate in re.
gard to the prohibition of maiks &c. will I hops enable your Excellency e to fix the ercor, where it
thould lye,” and that it will be traced to that implacable hoftile fpirit againft Euaropean dominion, that
could transform a Soldiers Turnfereav into the Holy Crafs, that could excite the artificers at Wallajahbad
to refufe to work after the arrival, there, of the news, that Tippoo’s Sons were in pofleflion of the Fort
of Vellore, and that could occafion the fticking up of Placards in the Mofques about Madras, calling
upon the People to rally in defence of the true Faith, a fpirir, which from Reports, appears to have
¢ been very generally diffufed, and to have been pasticalaily inftiligd into the minds of the Native
& 0] (9 >

e (Signed) FRED. PIERCF, Derutr Apjr. Gixe

»
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Cul + be an exception, but he is nor a\
z;]}];:;‘::ytheEﬁ:hjeﬁ_l,f})theofﬁsex'o&lnngghﬂﬁ;ag
.gafe, andzﬁe\vsduwhhindiﬂ'erg:nce'; e Sl
- Isitpofible, that an Oflicer of the long expenie
10 no Officer on a@y‘hi;a’ﬁ; ni:iffﬁ?or }o;mpwl:; o Qu‘ : ‘
- viape of thedervices 3 TR e E RSN,
‘e"'l?h,: ET:::.?;E‘:: in 'Ch‘ngcf abllains fiom prefent remark on the policy or injary .o
“Ju 25 the canfe of Truth, demands the flatements

i individasls, asweli 1 S ;
%fh“czﬁgwli;!g%;imai of Letters will affaze its fo‘x..\ud:uxcnl o E
“From Major General Dugalzi,CmﬁPbelh BCZ&“T)-&’S-c/}&?mbﬁrgl.29 : g
Si the . G 1:Osders iffued sbout cight yearsage ~the smatks. of . Cafly have <hecin ggge;a'h}
< Since plhcy AICUEY < 4 e g&gnﬂ;uy’gfwcd?l, that many. ibfapces have, oc red
ranks {0 diffinguithec

‘e gdifcontinued throughout the Arnmys and 1 am confiden af 3, 1l
" of native Oficers of their own accord, chaltiling Sepoys for appearing in. the ranks fo diftingui

From Licutcnant Colonel ‘Chalmers, 1/2 ,Bat'.i_.,édf Regg,eﬁtﬁ@ugg&ﬂ §Q5‘

. SIr : ;
« I have the  honor to.acknowledge th rep
e« ] beg lcave to inform your Excellencys. that {o far back as the year 1777, - Colonel: Edingtony,;one «f
«c_the beft Oficers in the fervice; to. whofe Batralion (thz 4t ) I then bc]_ongcd‘, prohivited, the . weasing
¢ of Earings, whenon duty, or marks of Caft—1It wag_.complicd'.wu_h,_ wlghgu}.@';woxé .bgrng Aaidy  as ic
é¢_svas no degradation to them; in regard to the Cafts, they having it in their.option to avear -both, Eat-
¢ ings and ma:rks the moment, they were off Parade—Ilarge I:Baungs is not a neceffary mark of .Coft —the
s¢ Ea.s being bored is quite fufficients nor is.ita.crime in a Hindoo being. without a, mark,. for any num-
«¢ ber of days—The leaving off the la:ge Earings and marks was fuch an improyement (o the  native (Sol-
& diersappearance, that a well regulated Corps uever allowed either.” ; o
<€ I bave ferved in feven different Corps and was Adjutant to two, and I declare; that I never fawy
¢¢_gither large Earings or confpicious marks of. Caft on a Sepoys when on duty, fince the period above
« mentioned; nor is it, at this moment adopted in the Corps 1 command.—Thofe Officess with whom L
& have had any converfation on the above fubject are of my opinion, that the order refpeéiing the wearing
¢ of the Earings or Marks on the forehead, does not militate againft the higheft ca® of the Native Soldizt <
t k, that an order had never been thought

e receipt of your Letteriof the zoth Indant, in, qflyzo‘whcl%

26 ors. It hs been the pradtice o generally for thele 2g- years bac
“s-pecefary ‘to be puhlified o the fubje&.”
: f Signed ) ¢ J. F..CBALMERS.

Major Bruce, otk Regiment, Madras, 4tk September, 1800.

“Simy : ’ ;
‘et 1 havehad the Honor to réceive your letter of yefterday; and have to’ inform your Excellency, that I
et have always confidered it as a franding Regulation of th- Native Service; and to the beft of my igcol ec-
4¢ tion, 4t was invasially praflifed ia the different battalions, I ferved in, fince the year1783, ad
& That when Sepoys were paraded for General or Regimental duoty, they always appeared clean flia,
#c ¢fie Chin, withont the marks of caft on the forehead or earings.’”” s ; B
& At exercifs of a morning-and at evening parades; I have not unfrequently {zen Sepoys pertniti
‘- £al] in with the different ma ks to denote theircaft, on the fuppofitiou, that they. bad “in the conr ;
4 the day, attended fome religicys ceremony; but 1 have ever had the idea, that in' the majoiity ‘o Na=
¢ tive Corps; this indulgence -was not permitted.” PRI s et
i (Signed) D. BRUCE.

- "The terms, * Innovations’ ¢ Cbnoxious Orders,” have ftill further extent:—"They may reach the entire
‘Brefs of the Sepoys for the .whole is alteration or innovation. Twenty years ago the Sepoy was not belter
drefled, or equipped than the prefent Lafcar; at-this day  the-Native Soldier; except'in a “Turban ( which
in nothing, islike-a resl Turban,” and as any other, % the prodution of fancy,””and may be ealled a Hae
with equal aptitude; as the obje@ted one) and the black complexion, which cannot be altéred,is fearcely -
to be diftinguifbed from the Kuropean, It is the - prevailing wifh in the Coaflt Ay to affimilare the ap-
pearance in every thing praQicable; ‘and each fucceflive . Corps raifcd;-gocs beyoud the formec in- fury

* (46): Vide Order 11th January 1803. .
1ft Bar. {ft Regr. Maé:é-t- General Campbell. Commmanding the-Army. - Lo
< Agrceably 1o Inftruftions icceived-from. the Adjutant General’s=Officey the-Commandin ¢
: s : .t seneral’s:4 « v g5 Qfficer of the Arx
:‘l .'i,u,jét‘('; that Ofdﬁccu ;nci{'lv('xgats: ar}d.g:ac,hugic ©of Companies, will be particular in explaining re theicaMcnas l)g’l:?:
% is the Commander and ief’s orders, thatnao Man whatever ia to Wi Mar. S dclcie '|‘g',;= A YT Y
® o dillisgaif kig Calty, or io wear ES;z'in'gi of auy kind."” o g "(".Qt'ddﬁ!w o budckacsd
. >4 . iy



i lesy arcsdifingi Feathers and Pantaloons.  Ta
. the Commander in Chief found this Army, and  Nothing bas he added 15 it.”
- Heis ana s any pecfon for the fairinguiry, if the pia@ice isjadicious? if; in improved appearance oz
- {uppefed fouadations ofdifcipline, the affeétion of the Army may not have fuffered injury; and while gain- .
ing a thadow; we may not have weakened a real fubflance. : i
's.;:l_fhgqumpndcr‘ii Chief can eafily acesunt for the fecling of
" wenience of Catls, and the anxicty todifcard their appearance, under arms, while they prevail, Military rank
;:nd.fuburmnyuon almoft ceale their influence; the private of high ca _ will not permit his Officer of infe-
s3ior; 1o fit down before him.  In the Coaft Army. all orders and cafts arc admitced, and the Pariah or
- Chwckle: frands in the ranks clofe to thie Syed or Rajabpoof. ] ) : :
: The funttions of dury are sifo impeded, and the Native Soldier, though under arms, if Cafis have all
(thels force, miuft refufe numerous orders., Tt is alledged, thar, the Marhatta’s {Hindoos tno) ate the beft
"~I\tl%i‘vi§'“5°“;e'ls in Indiaj becaufe, in the ficld, they are preyailed upon to abandon the more injurions cfeét
o Calt. (17 2 « -
- aXhe ev:nlnt at Vellore may pow (tand examination, and the, ‘queftion fairly refolved, whether the infur-
. reftion of the two Native Corps, that compofed the Garrifon, aicfe from a mind, alienazed from the fervice
by the introduGion «fa Turban, and other orders, ¢ termed obnoxious, or whether the aét, with all its hor=
. ¥ois, was not the fruit of deeplaid ariifice, perhaps of toreign, as well as domeftic g owth; to deftioy the
Britilh Powes, and raife up that Moorith Goyernment; which in hereditary hatred purfued the overthrow
‘of the Englith Dominion aid exiftence. X oo (e e L
- To appreiate faizly the cafe; it is neceffary to examiine all the evidence, that has been colle@ed
from different quarters—What b-s bzen produced goes far beyond the intormation admiited by the
~commiflion at Velloie and when covfidered muft :ftablifh ftronger and different conclufion, than refult from
their defective report—If the tetimony has wanted the formality of an cath, every man, who knows I.dia
will dificgard that point, for the oath; in no view, ista be depended upon; but truth is alone to be fouyht,
thiough variety of evidznce and circumftance and the excrcife of fagacity and judgement, The naturc and
extent ot the oath of the Conlfpiraters, with the moft important falls, thac have come to knowledge, and
admitted, as the Beft foundation to reft the truth upon; will be found in the coufefion of the chief conlpirator
Shuik Caffim, evidence nof received by the commiffion. ; : ;
It will be admitted, that oppofition 6 the Turban itk appeared at ¢ Vellore® that at no other ftation of
the a:my, wher: it was prepzring, was any diffisfaétion, or any difconrent to be obferved—To this hour,
thioughout the exiended quarters of India, the Southern Diviflon— the Nocthern; the Ccded Diftrifts and
My fore, no difcontent has bzen difcovered, and many Regiments fluce the repeal, have petitioned to weae
- this ‘Furban=—-Whenever agitation has fhcwn itlcif, it was among the few Corps, who had conneétion, with
Vellore, from late sefidence, or ** it was ina fiivation,”” (at Hyderabad) where the fame fpirit, though
wnder different agency, wag calculated 1o producs fimilar effect. S g _
It wae neceflary (o remove the mutineus Battalion (the 2d of the 41h) from Vellore, and another from the
Avoth was tharched o its relief.  This Corps (the 2d of the 23d) fatally compefed of Polygars and the -
selations of thofe, who had fallen by the fword, or civil poﬁm in late contefts, in thafe provinces, were the
chief perietratoss of the bloody 3, that enfued, and proved, that Vellore early marured their hoftile fentiment.
‘(18) Itis in evidence, from Licdtenant Colonel Forbes, Commanding the 1t Battalion of the 1ft Regiment,
the otner Corps in gariifon, that for a lengih of time; the dependants of ‘Tippoo’s, Family had inceffantly
1-b.ured 1o inttill into the minds of the Sepoys, that every pare of their drefs was objcétionable, _and that
many articles were dire attempts to introdoce Chriftianity— No cifcumftance cfcaped their remark, the
Tumlcrew at the Soldier’s breaft wazs converred into the crofs. 0
More decidéd meaus bad been adopted to fecare the minds of the Native Commiflioned Officers, and

thus all chance was.removed to enlightcn the Ignorant Sepoy, or avert the evil effz& of this defruQive
machination. % } :
~ (1g) At this period, ¢“when fao, much is known,” upan the painful fubject of the Native Officers, the truth of
_thieir total difaf-Gtion and difloyalty, in the two Corps; that compofed the Gamnifon of Vellore, cannot be
ed.—It may be traced from the carlieft period, connefted with the evenr; and ﬂ.\cil‘ altive obftinacy in
tion; that the T'urban was free from objeélion; or created na diffatisfa@ion, was in the trueft fpiric of
confpiracy, and i:s only objeét the dire eveur, they had long militated. S

" No common pains can have produced (uch a change in the minds of perfons, bred and elevated to diftine-
tion in the firvice, and the  colightened or patriotic inquirer’” will not reft fatisied with the ¢S indolent
anfwer,’” that it was a Turban, againft which not one was found to _cvacfs dlfappxobauqn,-_oxpldcxs, that
had exilted for years in cff:¢t, that could in fo fhort a period, (20) drive the(e men to the complicated charge
©f guilcand treachery;in which they now ftand.—They weie the Native Officers {z1) of the two Battalions of
the tft R:gt, that mzt on the glacies of Vellore, and determined on tl}c oppofition to the Turban (zz_) before
they had Jecn it, and it was a Subidar of the 4£th Regiment, that l_ncucd_(he .Gunadxc_r of _|h‘c fame mfnbu!.
dination, (#3) under the fame ignorance, and the whole, ufnh fimilar evil ipn'n,_as app:are’d in the 1ft Rrgl.‘
.ment 10 the lateft momznt,. declarsd the Corp; free from difcontent on the fubje@ of the Tuarban, and thus

r2ot their Offie=rs, without information or {ufpicions s i 3 :
o 'h appears nnnu’:cﬂ'uy 10 derail the extenfive evidence, t})at the Family of Tippoo took an open and aé'h'rc
pait iu the fatal fcene —that the meit confidential perfons it the Palace had been employed in (24) Negotia-

1he Officers mind in Tndia npon the incon-

/37) Vide Majnr Smiths Book an Officer in the Marhatta Service.f (1 8)d VigedExzmin;ticn before :he_ Cominjffiorn
3 fiGate 7 d Captain Sydenham’s commuuication from Hyderabad. 3 LE
%’.g;‘;’id’.— ’c:lm‘::'::i':azzznfron:P}-lly‘:ex:b;\g. (21) ShaikeCaffim’s Confelliong {22)Court of Inqutry, x{ll! May :806..
(;3) Licut. Colencl Forbes's Bvidence® (24) Evidence of Jummul-O-Deeny Foiter Brother of Prince Moiz-ud-Deexg




~San-and dire& Hofility.—The gailt of
'ffxo'“b:, CThe plot had nearly {ucceeded 1o its ful an
meat, that ouly the Bdy ef (25) Licutenant Colonel Merriot
~countable m fiety, was to be foffered to exift the lait F:.!"&F!.:In, pros
Doen, tefore he wasto iffue fiom the Palace, and _dl_f iy his per[m\. ¥ d. i e
Th'- concealment of al (his plot may b: drem=d wnndcrfu_l.—_‘An Oath was 2, miniftered 1o hun reds
terms et ficgulst in {heir nature—*% Secrecy > ¢¢ a derevminazioy not ro wear the T“’i‘f" '.Tg
dettioy all Euwyjears,”” and re-ctablifh the Moﬂ:ul‘m'an'GBvemmcn'.—-? hf: fi:ft and I.nﬁ xun:i:le_ re
wnderitood in fatal © smn=ction —but the intrododtion, of the z?x.he‘, only proves the w.rckyjd ingeouity
prcj & s—f r while fecrecy prevasiled, and otj<&ion 10 the ‘T'urban lay dormant, how ¢ uld irs

Hecu emud-d ?—

T: wall fcizcely be

iwis wanting, o be producel

cr-dit=d at a future tim#, lh:’t'i:'ut one pexfog. the faithful Sepoy, Muft-pha ‘Beg, whom
t e Commanding Ufficer, as4&fune, “Thould b fodnd o give informarion

he D Ofhiceis teptefen ed 1o A .
;‘..fl xhjl: acne of the anrho ities, that ruled over Veilore, cor its P-uah, ¢ the C_f’mm‘rd,"“"" «*the. Pfy-
n » 4r wihe Colle&or,” (for, by lite Regulz ion, all had jort, “where, for fecurity,

thful adlier=ut 1o watch the dclign, or Repoit ibe
fatirs—ic is cven ftated in evidence,” (26] =mid the numercos B ods of tl‘e‘"l*ja!n?l!""of
“@opoo. colic&ted from 3!l parts of the Countiy and refident in ibe F;rt‘.ta’h, tl ese were g _,crfons in regolas
pey.— Thts ihe exiravidizary liberaliry and munificence ol_lh:‘B.l.im Governmert, with indulgence to the
{ame extent, became inftruments towards rheir own defiroétion.
Au’aéu.-'rivn, thiat arofe at Wallsjahbad fubfegaent to the mui i ! -
acc unts of a vey alarming, but fhill general naiuie were recciv-d from Licaicnant Culonel .L'l‘ng,._}wl\o
‘command-d a F.. ce of th-es Buttalions affembled at that ftation for exel_c:fc—-rhg Ce mmand_:x.m-CPieI
thought it necefivry o icpaic to that quarter, that the prompiclt me.{ures might be cfieted or the 1equifiia
in\':higa’inn puihl\'d. >

It weuld ouly encre
nguiy, that tok plac

“maficr of Stipends, !
th-re fhould hive be-n bu: ong 122 ), bad a fingle fai

meciings of the ¢ nfp

iny at Vel rs demands the next attenticn-—

aTe unnccedarily the length of this acconnt to defcribe the derail « firanfa&ion, (‘27:’ nt
e—it appeased to the Commander-in-Chicf, tlza: real cavfe of alaxm had never ex-
jit=d, that under ths enfavourable impr flion, that prevailed, appichenfion was very natural, but lhﬂ,lcp{e.
feutation had b-cn much exagerated, and that cafusl expreflion fiom individuals of rife Coryps, of a feditices
tend-ncy, or fulpicious import might liave been ov-rhzard, but could not be fut{tandated, by any proof,
Jutties, and the {pirit of co: ciliation and cor filence 1equirsd, that fune iricgular proccedings in onc of
the Battalions (28) thould be pafl-d over,and beyond the fepasations of the Corps,t did not fzem neceflity,oe
indeed praélicable to extend punithment, The occurrence at Wall-jahbad is no further remarkable, rhan
that the three Corps, that compolcd the Force had direct conneéiion with Vellore—thc 23 Battalion of the

“14:h Reg'meot we:e raifed principally at Vellors, and the other twe, the 11t Battalion of the 234, and the
25 Batealion of the 1ff, were Batali s of the fame Regiments, that torm=d the lare unhappy Gauifons Ic
allzj hbad. ihe {ame indiffcicnes,

cannir b= omirted, that ujon the fuveftigation, which were puifucd ac w
0. Etion and the fum= lilence prevailed on the past of the Native Officers ; and, that if no information could
< cbrained, (2g) it arofs frem their apparent and décided rezfolution to withold alt inteilige ce. P
Intoimation wes given heie by an old Subidar of Cavalir, that difaff-@tion had creps into the Cavalry
me Regiments as liable to greatfufpicien ('30) thof= that had been quanercd at Arco',and neag
re chi fi; m-ntivn=d —fuch commuuication appear=d to the Com. )
ma: der-in-Chi-t of the higheft n-zreft,and he laid the accoont bzfore Gover mentina winuie (31) (10 which
he b-gs to 1 f=7) in'the fecret manner, ) delicate a concern d-mided.  Aa extraordinary embarrafment
atiends the evidence—at the time the Sohsdar, Sccunder Khan, a maun of the moft I:f'pcﬁab'c ajpearance
“and preienfion gave the intelligence, infurmation was tranfmitred from Colonel Montrefer, at Hydefabad,
that he was a man of the moft dang-rous charié=r and known difloyalty and thye all his a¢tions fhounld be

rf,ecting the Cavairy hasby ro means been coufirmad, buc (hill there were
a

and he named fo
th: fcznz of g-neral f=duftion at V:llore we

waichsd.— Hs informatio
alarming poinis in bis infeliience, that drc koowa to be the truth and correfpend entirely with the confefliu

of th= Chicl Confpirator at Veiloze Shatk Caffini—it is poffible, that this ‘man, confcivus of his gui
eves apprebending the inforination againit his own chataéts=r, became informer to fcreen himfelf, fio
period, he has become relerved and filenr, and feesss to wiTh 0 wezken even his own intelligence,
Whatever related to the Cavalry or the general name ot Moorman, f:om the eatli-ft mam=nt,
Commander-in.Chicf the greareit ingquietudes—for while it was the common converfiticn, that it was a
Moorth plot to reftore the Meflulman Government,{32)it couid not efzape 1efl-lion, that the Regiments of
Cavalry are neaily all of that defeiipion, and the appichesfisn of imgrudence, on this point became {o
frong, ‘hat the Commandei-in-Chiet privately addrefled the Gencral and Commanding Otficers, to fupprefs -
as much as poffible fuch dangercus language. .
Uhneafy fenfations were cxperienced at the Prefidency, and fulpicion entertzined upon the condu® and |
difpofirion of the two Corps, that formed the Gamnifon of Furr Si. George.—The Commander-in-Chicf .
_canaot determiane, whether the apprehenfions, which proeeeded to great extent, were founded or éiherwife,
as he was abfent, but if juft, they mult be impated to the poifon of Vellore, for the two Battalions, 2d of
the 4th Regiment, and 1it of the 22d, had becn flationed in that quarcer within the LRt fix months aud

gave t e

(Q:’,)““'”“HHY Court of Ingniry. (26) Military Court of Ingniry.
{<7,5Vide Proceedings b ture Government. (28) 1it Battalion 234 Rrgiment. y
(ey) Procecdings befire Governmeat. (30) Vide Examination befure Licut. Col. Munro, (1) ad Auguft,

(32 Letter to General Officers—Vellore, July 1gth, 1806,
-



~withoy €3N | the Artifices of tha Velloee, Wal ba >~ Presiden
uni d?l?u d order and {atisfa&ion prevai i out the whole of the T ; (8E G
i %‘:ﬁ Army, and the 'Tutban and “ obnoxious oiders,” never wi:‘;.mi;doﬁ:?fmy G,f?Fort_ ch Sehve

3 ~ The remaining inftance irphe imputed defign of the Subfidiary Force, at H ;
mion, to have nﬁed. the fame dread!ul {cene, as took place at Vellose, ;
i T‘.o the hte{_t,panpd the Commander-in-Chicfreceived the moft favorable reports from Col. Montrefor, (33}
the Commanding Officer, of the difcipline, the fubordination, the harmony, that prevailed, nothing - led
ta the moft diltant fufpicion, that any diffatisfation exifted, at once, 2s fubfcquent reporis con’l’irm, the mofkt
mutinous fpirit broke forth, and accident, or judicions meafures fcem (o have averted the calamity of
Vellore.—Proof may yet be wanting to cftablifh the conne@ion that fubfified; but co-incidencics are too

- frong in dates, and circumftances, in every fair reafoning upon the fubjet, to admit the doubt, but that
fimilar Artifices bad been praciifed, and though the exaét objeé might be different trom Vellore, yet the
geneal end was the fame, to overtarn the Britifh, and reftore the Muffulman Government, details of cir.
cumftances are not required, they muft be puifucd (h®ugh all the documents, that agaio run over all the
cafe of Tuiban, orders, &c. bat, at [Hydrabad, as at Vellore, the fame machinations apprar, the fame in-
flamation, the Tame attempts (the ground woik ot delufion) to perfuade, that Chriftianity was at hand, and
the Sepoys to be made the firft converts,—The extraordinary appearance of the Clicf Sirdars from the City
every where in the camp, onufual intercourfe of the moft dangerous charatters with the batialion attempr-
ed, all prove, that fome general object was in agitation, and at this moment, the exrent of defign or danger,
then fraftrated, is not known, buc ftill requires (he a€tive, and cautious inveftigation. :

At Hydiabad the painful points of the native officers comes forward in a fhape and with a force, that truly
demands the moft interefting attention(z4). The Commanding Officer Col, Montrefor, has invarizbly flated his
‘opinion, that the alarms and agiration that have fo recently diftraéied the fubfidiary force, have been invefti-
gated by thefe perfons, and though he failed to obtain required proofs,in conjun@isn with the opinion of the
refident, he had been obliged to fend away to Mafulipatam;j in confinement three native officers of whofe
complicated guilt no doubt exifted, and that their influence and difloyalcy was fo grear, tbat their immediate
removal was neceffary to the fecurity and tranquillity of the force, - § :

‘The Commander in Chicf has Jately laid before Government a letter tranf{mitted to him by Col. Montre.
for,(35) the authenticity of which hedoes not feem to daubt, from the principal of thofe native officers, addrefied
to the Nizam, which if true, communicates difaffection and the moft fanguinazy defign on the pare of the na=
tive officers of that force, to anextent moft alarming, and carrics with it other reflcctions, thar excite appre-
henfion in a different quarter,

_~1In feveral minutes the Commander in Chief has exprefled his perfuafion that in the late commotion the
obje@ ofour cncmics has been to corrupt the native officers, and by fecuring their co.operation, they well
knew, that the ignorant multitude would be déluded into any belief.

It remains yet to be difcovcred, what have been the exa@ fources of ths general mifreprefentation, that ig
abroad, whether they ate of demeftic or foreign origin, or perhaps an united effore, but a revival of Mufful-
man power {eems to be the obje@, and with this in view, it haa been a wife, but fatal policy to feduce the
native officers, the majority of whom, it has long been the praiice of this army to feleét from that faith,
and their fedu@ion on that account, the eaficr to be accomplifhed.

Since the event at Velloresthe fubject of the punithment of the guilty perfons has often come under confi-
deration and the Commander in Chief has recorded his fentiments in feveral minutes, to which hie requefte
atiention (36). - :

It will(gr. found, that his firlt obj=& was to difcover and prote@ innocence, but that he never loft fight of
the neccflary vindication of crimes, that egually outraged humanity and violated every principle of fidelity

-and difcipline—{uch is the undiftinguifhed mafs of guilt;(37}that were an amnefty to take cftect, it will bring
bacl into the ranks wretches, covered with blood, who mauft look thofe furviving officeis in the face, they
artempted but could not deftroy. 3 :

Innocency has not been difcoverable, except in a few folitary inftances, the prifoners are chiefly thofe,
who only ceafed their murder and plunder ar the mament of flight; and the Native General Court Martial
now engaged upon the Trials,(38)are the moft forward to exprefs ctheir fenle of the general guilt and to prefs
for banifhment, fuch was the general fentiment at fizft, and from the hour the inrention was aliered, difficulty
has encreafed upon every deliberation. : 3

To the propofed confinement the Command®r-in-Chief diffents in the moft folemn manner—even impu-
nity withallits rifque, is preferable— While it continues mataal malevolence will never ceafe ;The European
and thé Sepoy never can be friends.—It will {upply a perpetual theme of fatal confideration,and ¢ termi-
nation and oblivion,” ¢ termsfohighly prized,’ and in the fiont of all proceedings, can never have exiftence.

The Commander-in-Chicf has now detailed with as much brevity, as the cafe would permit the {cveral
circumftances, that contribute the objeé of the prefent difpatch to England,—TIt appears to a‘ile out of the
fubjet, that fome genersal opinions fhould be annexcd upon the State of the Country; that our Rulers at
Ho me may know how far real improvement has taken place; and whether the oider of thiogs, in this part
of India, is amended by the variety of late Regularions. = 4 AN “

" As a ftranger, the Commander-in-Chicf cannot feel himfelf competent, to deliver opinian, but in zeal for
the public advantage, he may bepermitted to fate the prevailing featiments of others, the moft moderate;
and meft experienced in the Society of this Prefidencye. :

yderabad, in Fu'xéign Dom'i’a'

b Jul Colonel Mantrefor’s Letter 1ath September, 18c6. (35) September goth, 1806.
(3&?"2!2‘, ,ill,]hzl Srpl(.agc)c. Ec. ~ (37) Lieutenant Colonel Foibes’s Report,
(38) Letter from the Deputy  Judge Advoeate to Colonel Haicourt; Scptember, 1826,




_ in vain to ma

own caftoms and hab in every
ke them }c‘:olgg h s
oreater innovations, which may extend to every I
B ey of the fate arc expended on judicial eltablifhmeots,
even military force at times, is unable to preferve fubjedtion,

the Inhabitants, and: regulate the means of {ubfiftence, that the | s

ancient eltablihmeut, the cfow‘;!.sr of Moormen, in the diffcrent provinces, utem;do

i onrinue to cxcite difcontent.” sas Upeasosad Same
dl%{‘:ﬁ:::ﬂ:h:«m of this couniry do nor-comprehend the convulfion at prefc’:tgt hefoxg (‘he"'.
their (hortelt remembravce, military eftablithment and controul atrradled all their attention 5 they un
and felt its origin, ascongental © their own notion ggﬂmmy, at prefent they view a different or
things, and in the place of The old and experienced officer, to whom (hez have l?ng looked up _yvxrh 1
they fee his power and alcendency palfed away, and the yom‘h?y_l_lgg;g\eugcpccdljudgc, or Boyifh C
occupy all, and more ,than’hﬁtf&um:r place-—ln.Elngh.nd fach inftitutions ace fight, aie fuited ta the
tion and telicity of that incomparable laud, butin India, where nothing fs alike, 1t fccms vifiosary to ox
all things to'be the fame, f'it is:feared willonly prove tl_legoodug[n of the intention, - N

“The people of India mut Ue left to find happinefs in their own way, and oor attention direfted to
fecurity of our own «fingular fitnation,” and the general a‘dvamage of (_hc ftate. 2l

- In the range of defised improvement, philanthropy, religion canrot fail to make a perfon wifh to {es
“Chriftianity extended, but whar danger will not ’follo'w f{om this arqour? ABprehcnﬁon‘ of lhe_ g:ﬁgp Oiife -
verfally prevails, however difficult to account for it, :Qd if the purfuit be continued, orthe fufpicipn fuffered
te-gain further-ground, ont exiftence, in (hc_counuy, is at ftake. A - : : :

A paper of this nature cannot well clofe without fome general remark on the 'i_imauon of the Army (39} oa
this cftablihment—In the migutes the Commander in Chief has occafionally laid before the (_;ovcmmém, n
diffrent fhapes, he has given opifion on defeéts, thatappeared, and propofed meafures of improvement—
before his departure it will be his duty to enfarse upon the Tubjec to the utmoft of his ability.

What feems to require immediate attention is the augmentation of the Number of European Officers to-
tlie Native Corps— To eftablifh by more-powerful incentive, than the doubrful effe@ of a common order,
2 beiter communica‘ion, and moie intercourfe between the European Officer, and the Native Soldier —
To promote attainments of the Native Languages by every encouragement and reward—and to confideg
«well 7 the fituation of the Native officer in our fervice, whether, placed as he is, cerfainly not in his own
Corps in the enjoyment of that relpett and confidence due to the appellation or rank of Officer, (40) aud .
writhout hope of further elevation or emolument, his mind may not nata:ally become difcontented, try to
fecurean undue inflaence oyer the Seyoys, and relt his thoughts on other objects, than fidelity, or the advan-
tage of our cacfe. = o

"Thefe confiderations ar rather their Execution, may reguir
Dlithmientaf O&ice’s (2 2F:8," notone thitd ofhis Vidjutts
(for there has not been an Enlign for fome years) can be no que

The latt and molt important point is the lofs of the Regimental Officers of Rank and experience, cailed .
away from their Corps, to fill the numerous Staft (ituation and o her employments—every Odficer of talent
or confideration bends his mind to this attainment, and generally fucceeds —his place cannot be fupplied
cither in ability or real efficiency ( tor he canaot be placed on half p-y, as woull be the café in his Majef-

ty's fervice) and the Regiment, 2nd all the condu of it, muft {uffer in proportion.
J. F. CRADOCK, LieuTeNanT GeEnEgaL.:

SepreMBRE 21, 1808 i

time, but the Augmentition of the Efta.

Seetice,} and the full fupply of Vacincies

(39) .30th November, 1805, =d Janvery, 1806.

(40) Vide Commander-in-Chiz{’s Lztter to the Adjutant-General; June 16th, 1806. )
¢ I cannot clofe this fubj=&t without giving vent to an opinioa, 1 have long formed, that it is the prevailing pra&ice
€ of this fervice to withold that refped and intercour{e from the Native Commiflioned Officers to which their fitaatjon
t and common opinion, as attached to the apoellation of Officer entitles them, and thus ouicall from confidence,or cyea

# friendly commuuica 1on, it will in vam be expeéted, that at mom )
¢ thar rapid ai1d, and ewergetic afliltance, which afTection or identity of feeling or interelt will alone infpire.”” = 3
¢ Tam {0 impreffed with this fentiment from concurring proots every day, that 1 fhall iofe no time in communis,
t¢ cating it to the heads of the army, in the manner molt likely 16 alter the prefent (ylem, and preduce aa oppof\ltn

¢ eff=& of the higheit importance to the fervice.” (Signed) J. F. CrApoGE,

s of difficulty or preflure, thefe men will proffer 5

fion, and prefs for fiimediate adoption, ==
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