


Some Documents -on the History of Cochin.
(By K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, MA)
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The Cochin State Manual contains the statement : * The first memtion of

Cochin, so far as known at present, is made, sixty years after the formation of tfﬁ
bmbour by Ma Huan, a Chinese Mahomedan attached to the suite of

Ho ' and cites the summary of Ma Huan’s account given by Geo. Phﬂhps n
the J RAS, 1896, pp. 341-4. Ma Huan’s work was first published in 1451 though

his visit to Cochin fook place earlier?. And there was another writer in ihe
suite of Cheng Ho, though we do not know in what capacity he accempanied the

mission. His name was Fei Sin. His notice of Cochin was published éarher A

than that of Ma Huan.

. Cochin is usually taken to have come imto existence in 1341 AD.,, the erd of
Pudu Vaippu (new deposit). And the city is referred to by its name Ku-cBl

in relation to Cheng Ho’s celebrmated voyages. This famous eunuch commands

of the Chinese armadas visited Cochin and its neighbourhood more than on
and the occasions of his visit as determined by the most recent researeﬁe&
Duyvendak and Pelliot may be noted here.

1407.  Cheng Ho left Calicut for China sometime after 8th February
1407, after his visit to that place® in the course of his first g

voyage in the Southern and Western Seas.

(?) 1410.  Second visit to the Malabar coast in the course of the secoad mﬂ
sion (1409-11). Cochin specially mentioned as one of the

places visited. Fei Sin was in this mission,

(1) 1413.  Third visit to Malabar coast in the third mission (1412-15)‘.
' Cochin, Calicut and Maldives are named among the countries
visited. Cheng Ho went past India for the first time in
voyage and visited Otmuz in the Persian Gulf. Ma Huan f
part in this voyage, but not Fei Sin. This was the ﬁrstﬂﬁﬁ
of Ma Huan to Cochin*.

(1) 1817. Fourth voyage of Chen Ho (141619) reaching up to. AfSen
Neither Ma Huan nor Fei Sin formed part of this ihmslon.g

And we can infer the states visited by Cheng Ho in

voyage only from the general statement in the. Ming aﬁnﬁlﬁ
that on this oceasion Cheng Ho was asked by the Emperor t6

accompany the envoys of different countries then present in
China back to their homes, and among the countries that had
sent embassies to China in 1416 were Aden, Ormuz, Cshcut
and Cochin®.

. 14212, The fifth voyage of Cheng Ho in which Ma Huan séems fo hi!w‘i

participated. This must have been a very rapid voyage, ie'g’, |

though its duration is little more than a year and & lmlf,.

1Page 2. .v"‘

2Duyvendak Ma Huqu Re-ezamined (Amsterdam, 1933).
3 T’oung Pao 1933, p. 276 n. 1. -

4 The statement in the Cochin State Manual (p. 44) that Ma Huan’a first visit Was in |

1409 is now obsolete. e
§T.P, 1933, p. 295,
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touched Djofar in Arabia and Mogodishu in E, Africa, and
as a result of it fifteen states including Calicut, and possibly
Cochin, sent” embassies to China.

The sixth voyage was a short one (1424-5) and of no interest to
‘us as it did not come to India. The seventh and last voyage
" of Cheng Ho is important. Both Fei Sin and Ma Huan were

‘ : in it. Thus, s
(1) 1432.  Last visit of Cheng Ho, Fei Sin and M4 Hua’ng‘g‘;the course of
the seventh voyage (1431-33). No fewer" than twenty
countries were visited on this occasion including Maldives,
Quilon, Cochin, Calicut, Djofar, Ormuz and Aden. And Ma
Huan used the occasion for a voyage to Meecca in the com-
pany of other pilgrims from Calicut. ;

~ We thus see that Cochin was visited by Cheng o surely thrice, possibly five
times ; Fei Sin visited it twice and Ma Huan twice or possibly three times. It
may be noted that the accounts of these voyages leave little room for doubt that
in that period, though Calicut was much better known, and enjoyed the prestige
of a long established port, Cochin was fast coming up.as an important emporium.
A casual statement of Gaspar Correa lays stress on the antiquity of Calicut as a
port and the trade connections of the Chinese with the Malabar coast. He says :
‘“By the time the Portuguese ships arrived (at Calicut in 1498) four centuries
had elapsed since the year when there came more than eight hundred sailing
ships from Malacca, China and the land of the Lequeos (Formosa),—ships, great
- and small, manned by people of various nationalities and charged with very rich
merchandise which they brought for sale. They came to Calicut, navigated the
entire coast up to Cambay, and they were so numerous that they spread them-
selves over the whole country® ”’, :

Fei Sin’s work Hsing cha Sheng lan or * Deseription of the star raft ’ bears
a preface dated 18th January, 14367, and must have been published soon after,
Ma Huan’s work, on the other hand, underwent many revisions at léast from
1416 onwards and was not actually published before 1451%. It is thus clear
that Fei Sin’s first visit to Cochin was some two or three years before Ma Huan’s,
and hig brief account of the city is the earliest published account available from
the Chinese sources relating to the period. In Rockhill’s translation, that
account reads as follows :

o This locality is on a headland facing Hsi-lan (Ceylon). To the interior
it confines on Ku-li (Cal;cut). The climate is eonstantly hot, the soil is poor,
the ;rops sparse. The villages are on the sea-shore. The usages and customs
are honest.

_ ** Men and women do their hair in a knot and weér a short shirt and a piece
of cotton stuff wrapper around them. :

. “ There is a caste of people called Mu-kua (Mukuva) ; they have no dwel-
I!mgs but live in caves, or nests in the trees. They make their living by fishing
in the sea. Both sexes go with the body naked and with a girdle of leavés or
grass hanging before and behind. If one of them meets someone, he must erouch
&Wn and hide himself by the way-side, where he must wait until he has passed

@ Cited by Ferrand JA : 11: 12 (1918) p, 131, : o
| TT.P. Vol XXX (1933) p. 267.( 4
Bo 81bid, pp. 257—§6 :
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* ““TPhe natural produet is a great abundance of pepper, Wealthy people
put up broad godowns in which to store it. In their trading transactions
use a small gold coin called panan (fanam). The goods used in tradin:
coloured satins, white silk, blue and white porcelain-ware, gold and silver.
* Tts ruler in grateful recognition of the Imperial bounty constantly sends
presents to our Court® . s -
It will be Been that Fei Sin’s geography is‘poor, and the information he
gives rather meagre. Ma Huan’s acecount which is fuller is much better known
as it has been reproduced by Geo. Phillips in the JRAS for 1896 and in the |
Cochin Manual. There is another version of the same account by Rockhill in
1'’oung Pao, XVI, pp. 449-52. His deseriptions of the religion and dress of the
king and the nobles, of houses, of caste, and of the climate, produce, trade organ-
isation and currency system of the country are all shrewd and informing. We
see that Cochin was already a considerable port half a century before the arrival
of the Portuguese. i

In the early years of the sixteenth century the port of Cochin passed defi~
nitely into the hands of the European powers, the Portuguese holding it for
about 160 years, the Dutch for about 130 years afterwards till it passed inta
the liands of the English in 1795. On both the occasions when it changed hands -
passing from the Portuguese to the Dutch, and from the Dutch to the English,
the general appearance of the city underwent sweeping changes, many buildings
being destroyed, fortifications altered and so on. All that was distinetive of
the city and its historic associations disappeared in 1806 when, in their eager
ness to prevent the fine city passing into the hands of the French, of which thers |
was some danger at the time, the English East India Company earried out a
thoroughgoing destruction by means of gunpowder of all the fortifications and: |
public buildings of any importance. : '

Cochin must have been a very imposing eity under the -Portuguese.
Baldaeus says that within some years after the Portuguese occupation of ity
* this city began to increase so considerably, that it might compare with some of
the best in Europe, its length being near two English miles ’.. Again, ¢ Cochin
may for its bigness justly challenge the second place after Goa among the Indian |
cities formerly in the possession of the Portuguese, though at present (e. 1672).
it is not mear so big as the city of Batavia’. Lastly, “ The river runs on the |
baek-side of the best houses of the city, where they catch fish with casting nets, |

at which the Chinese, inhabiting there, are very dexterous, Formerly this cit;
could hoast of divers stately churches since demolished by the Dutch. Ths |
Jesuits’ church and college facing the sea-shore, had a lofty steeple, and a mosf, |
excellent set of bells ; the college, which was three stories high, and contained
about twenty or thirty apartments, being surrounded with a strong wall. "The
cathedral was also a noble piece of architecture, adorned with" two ' rows = off
pillers, and a lofty steeple. v, 5 ad vl
-~ ““The church and convent of the Austin friars stood upon the bank of.

river ; and the church of the Dominicans, with their convents, were:two
Pleces of workmanship beautified with a double row of pillars of most excell
stone. The church and monastery of the Franciscans is the only one
remains standing as yet, but has no more than two brothers left, who are allo
the free exercise of their religiont® ”’, ; b sl A

9P, XV, p, 452, X ¥ ga At LI
10 Churchill’s voyages (ed. 1732) Vol, iii, pp. 567-68. I was enab €0

work in Madras by the kind courtesy of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatie
B5s 3 ,




4

The course of events leading to the capture of Cochin by the Dutel is well
Enown in its outline, and may be read in several modern works'?, I wish to draw
attention to some doeuments bearing directly on this subject that have been pub-
lished in recent years and go far to supplement our knowledge of these events.
The capture of Cochin was preceded by that of Cranganur, and this place sur-
rendered to the Dutch on January 15, 1662, after a short siege of a fortnight’s
duration. The terms of the surrender may now be read as No. CCLI in Heeres’
Corpus Diplomaticum Neerlando Indicum Vol. 11 (Bijdragen tot de Taal—,
Land— en Volkenkunde van Nederlandsch Indie, Deel 87, 1931.) It is 4 short
document of sever clauses. First, the town of Cranganur with its jurisdictions
to be surrendered to the Dutch company and its representatives ; second, all
Portuguese officers and soldiers of the militia shall niarch out with flying colours,
drums beating, bullets in their mouth and fuses alight, and having laid down
their arms before the Dutch commander, march withitt the city to await the
edrliest occasion for their transport at the Company’s convenience ; third, all
topasses and natives of free birth shall remain within the town of Cranganur
till forthcoming July ; fourth, all the clergy to be sent to Goa on the first Possi-
ble occasion ; fifth, no one to take out anything miore than their bedding and
such other articles as the general may permit ; sixth, all other things to be sur-
rencered to the general to the profit of the Dutech Company partienlarly artillery,
rifles of all sorts, ammunition of war, slaves, ete., belonging to the king of
Portugal ; lastly, all the married women and daughters of free birth shall be
transported to Cochin or Goa. There is a note at the end that the document
reached Batavia and was entered in the dagregister on the 15th June
following,

Van Goens’ attemnpt to fake Cochin in February 1662 ended in failure, and
e had to leave the Malabar coast before the outbreak of the S. W. monsoon,
But he had definite intentions of returning to the charge when the ensuing
monsoon was over, and accordingly he entered into a number of definite alliances
with the Indian princes of Malabar before he returned to Batavia. These
treaties may now be detailed with a brief abstract of their terms as they are
found in the pages of Heeres’ Corpus,

ecliii—7th March, 1662. Treaty between the Zamorin and the Dutch Tast
India Company represented by Ryklof van Goens, comprising fourteen elauses.
Declaration of mutual friendship ; Zamorin to supply 2000 Nair soldiers eom-
manded by himself or by a prince of his blood to the fighting strength of the
Dutch Company in his territory ; also to supply 300 coolies for day labour ;
the Duteh to have monopoly of pepper trade in Zamorin’s lands #nd to carry
the pepper that he may like fo send to Mekka (Mocha giveri by Valenfyn seems
to be more correct) ; the Zamorin to supply timber and other material needed
for defensive purposes or let the Dutch gather them by means of their eoolies ;
when the Dutch conquer Cochin, the Zamorin will demolish the fortifications of
Cranganur and share with the Dutch the treasures taken from the Portuguese
in aceordance with terms already agreed on ; that the Duteh will be responsible
for the defence of Cranganur, Palliport, and Vypeen till next November, the
 future being left for further negotiation later ; that this contract be taken to
inelude the kings of Cranganur, Paliat and all Malabar princes, The treaty

g 1} Cambridge History of Indid, Vol V, pp. 40-50 : Galletts and others—The Dutch it
Malabar, pp. 11 f. The Cochin Stt:te Manual—pp. 87ff. Also K, P, Padmanabha Menon—
History a:f ('li]lri(z;oelz‘:l’; X"L i I,)I‘I;l 161—k207 where he also cites almost all the hw;wn notices of

 with an dlak imes. The work is really an edition of Visscher's letters from Malabar

 ith an dlaborate and useful, if somowhat ill-arranged, commentary, Wi
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also containg yrovisions for the regulation of the details of trade, extradition of |
offenders and like matters. b o
celiv—12th March, 1662. This is not a treaty in the usual sense. It is an
instruction or request from the Paliat Achan, Komi Menon, to the Dutch Com-
pany to protect him from danger from the Portuguese and other enemies who
have hostile designs against him and 'his possessions in Vypeen and elsewhere.
The Achan recognises the supremacy of the Zamorin and the protection afforded
" by his power, and seeks the Dutch protection in addition, the danger being so
great. A shrewd stroke of business on the part of the ¢ Palietter ’ as the Dutch
“call him. The decument was signed on board the Muskatboom. = =+

The year is given as 1661 at the end in the copy in the contract book from
which Heeres reproduces the document. Heeres thinks it a mistake ; but 1661
cecurs also in Padmanabha Menon’s version of this treaty op. cit. pp. 514-15
and the date is not historically impossible, The Duteh had not yet formed
clear plans of action on the W. coast ; on the other hand earlier treaties with |
Malabar powers are known. :

celv—31st March, 1662. Further articles supplementary to the treaty,
datel 7th January 1659, between the Duteh company on one side and king of
T'ravancore and queen of  Singnatie ’ (Jayatunganad) on the other regulating
their mutual rights and obligations vegarding Quilon. Conquered by the Duteh
for the first time in December 1658, Quilon had to be taken a second time three
Yyears later in December 1661, as the natives and the Portuguese had captured it
in the interval. The second seizure was the occasion for the supplementary
ireaty concluded by Van Goens before his departure for Batavia. This is a
document of 22 clauses of which Nos. 3—13 reproduce the old treaty of 1659.
The new treaty opens by stating that all the recent injuries the parties had
inflicted on each other should be forgotten and forgiven. The old treaty should |
be renewed and re-affirmed in every respect. The terms of this old treaty
transferred all the Portuguese properties in Quilon to the Dutch and regulated
among other things their trade privileges, including licensing fees and tolls to be
levied by them, the annual prescnts they have to give to the Princes of the land
and so on. The new clauses state that the trade will be resumed once more and
that the Duteh will evince their renewed friendliness to the queen by restoring
the artillery they had taken from ler palace together with some new presents,
and regulate in closer detail the methods of dealing with offenders on eicher side
and the law applicable to them. The raja of Travancore and the raja of |
Kayangulam (Colecoulangh) stand guarantors for the performance of the
Dutceh promises to the queen {cl. 16). e |

celvi—also 31st March, 1662. This is also a renewal of an old alliance
dating from 1643 with the king of Kayangulam—tot naeder verbintenisse end
verklaringh, for closer friendship and the clearer understanding of the old
treaty of 1643 which would continue in full foree (zall zijn en blijven i"n‘ volle
weerde). The king with whom the original alliance had been concluded was
dead, and this was perhaps the reason for the new treaty. There was also the
need to declare clearly the Dutch intention not to leave the Malabar coast in view
of the uncertainty caused by Goens’ failure before Cochin and his return to
Batavia. The new treaty provides for a strict monopoly in the pepper tr_ade :
of Kayangulam in favour of the Dutch to the exclusion of all others, particu-
larly the English French and Portuguese. The king was to forbid all expo:
by others, by land or sea ; pepper caught while being transported unlawfu]l
will be confiscated and divided equally between the Company and the king. T
‘Company was to have the privilege of building a factory house of stone
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seaside or river bauk for storing pepper, of the dimensions allowed by the
king. The docurient is signed for the Company by Ysbrant Godsken commis-
sioned on this behalf by Van Goens.

In his short preface to this document, Heeres states that Van Goens left
the Malabar coast at the beginning of March 1662 leaving behind Godsken and
others to represent h.m and refers to Schouten Voyagie I, 300. I have not been
able to consult Schouten, but I rather think that Van Goens did not leave Quilon
before the end of March. He signed the last treaty with Quilon, and deputed
Godsken to sign the {reaty with Kiyangulam, because he could not be in two
places on the same day, and obviously he was in a hurry to leave for Batavia.
This brings us to the end of the documents relating to the dispositions made by
Van Goens after the failure of his first attempt to take Cochin,

I now come to the series of documents relating to the actual capture of
Cochin by the Dufch in January 1663. And the first of the series, which has
somewhat baffled Ieeres'?, is interesting because it reveals the part played by
the Anjikaimal on this occasion of which we have had no account so far. By
the end of December 1662 it became clear that the Portuguese would soon lose
Cochin to the Dutch. But obviously the Duteh did not rely solely on the
strength of their arms and employed a'l diplomatic methods open to them 1o
attract the numerous princelings.of the land to their side. The Anjikaimals,
who were rulers of Ernakulam and the surrounding area to the north and east,
gent over to'the Dutch side, and this is witnessed by the next document noticed

ere.

cexii—4th January, 1663. The Anjikaimal having expressed his readi-
ness to be then and ever the friend and servant of the Duteh company, forsaking
all his old relations with the Portuguese, Goda Varma (Godorme), and Porkad
(Porca) and their allies, the Dutch promised in their turn to uphold the positio 2,
dignity and honour of the Kaimal. The document is signed by the Anjikaimal
for himself (notice the singular) and, on behalf of the Duteh, by Lucas Van
‘Waarden, Councillor and secretary to the expedition, at the command of Van

Goens. The document is also attested by Palitter (Paliyat Achan) as well as
w0 persons in the service of Anjikaimals.

celxiii—not dated, but certainly January 1663. Recognition by the Raja »f

v

Porkad of the Dutch conquest of his territory,

celxiv—also not dated but most likely of the same date as the last. By this
document the king of Cochin appoints to the office of Ragidoor (Minister ?) the
Dutch captain Hendrick Reyns (which Heeres thinks may be a mistake of
Hendrick van Rheede) besides the Palietter Tttekomeren. Heeres thinks that
this appointment was made before victory was gained against the Portuguese
when the land was in revolt against the king who was. on the side of the Dutch.

. I{eeres also raises the question if Paliyat Ittekumaran of this document is
| different from Paliyat Komi Menon of celiv.

celx_v—«_also undated and assigned by Heeres to the period before the fall
L oeof rohln, 1s a curious document. Its preamble calls it an ola of satisfaction
| which the king of Idapalli (Repolijn) rendered on account of the death of a
| Topass whom the Raja had caused to be killed and in whose place he had sur-
rendered to the Company one of his nairs along with the vifle of the dead man.
- It then proceeds to set forth details regarding facilities promised by the Raja
: f_oi the purchase of pepper by the Company in his territory. A0
~_ 12The name Afijikaimal is applied both to the ruler and his land, so called because it was
‘geﬂg:ﬂy mleg1 t?ge -fﬂq:: ;I:nmals (Chieftains). But the name occ\;ra only 'in*the mngtﬂn’r
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eclxvi—8th January, 1663. This is the well-known treaty of peace between
the Portuguese Commander of Cochin and the Dutch containing the terms of
the surrender', The date of the document is usually given as 7th January. The
e;m'y it the end shows that the terms were negotiated on the 7th and ratified on
the &th. ;

eclxvii—Some date between 8th January and 15th February, 1663. Raja
of Mangatti territory, immediately north of Anjikaimal, declared himself friend
of the Dutch company. :

celxviii—15th February, 1663, relates to the evacuation and handing over
of Cranganore to the native powers, viz., the Raja of Cranganore, and tae
Zamorin as his overlord. Only Van Goens and secretary Huisman sign the
paper.

celxx—22nd February, 1663, with a supplement dated 26th February. The
preamble to this record reads : ‘‘ Confirmation of friendship made and newly
ccmented between the Great Zamorin and the United Dutch Bast India Com-
puny on the separation of the Zamorin from the lands of the king of Coechin,
written and translated into Dutch as follows by the third prince and successor
nimself "’. The date is given in Malabar era as well as in the Christian, 16
Kumbham (Camboe) 838 corresponding to 22nd February, 1663. The treaty is
concluded in the city of Cochin. Tt is just an alliance for mutual friendship
and defence against common enemies to last as long as the sun and moon
endure, ' ; o
celxxi—I1st March, 1663. Preamble :  Translation of an ola of friendship
and alliance between the ruler of Parur and the company’. Parur is just
north of Mangatti. 22

celxxii—14th March, 1663'¢. This is an important tripartite treaty of
alliance and confederation among the Duteh company, the king of Cochin and
the raja of Porkad. Porkad had been fighting on the side of the Portuguese, and
this treaty is a recognition of the new situation arising out of the Duteh con-
quest of Cochin. There are twelve short clauses providing for mutual amnesty
and perpetual friendship for the future. The Raja of Porkad promised to
regulate the pepper and cinnamon trade in his country according to the wishes
of the king of Cochin and the Duteh, to allow the Dutch to build a stone factory =
(pakhuis), not to export or import elephants, to demolish part of the fortifica- |
tions he had erected against Cochin and to leave the rest to be repaired at the
pleasure of the company or Cochin, and lastly to allow the Dutch all the
privileges that the Portuguese had ever enjoyed. In their turn, the Duteh pro-.
mise him protection against his enemies. The document will be made in “six
copies—three on paper in Dutch, and three on silver olus in Malayalam—atteste
by all parties, and each party shall keep one copy in either language. .

cexxiii—20th Mareh, 16635, This is the definitive treaty of alliane
between the Dutch and the king of Cochin, called here Moetadaville, 1.e., Mﬁtta.
Tavali, after he had been duly installed on the 6th Mareh. The king cedes

.18 Bee Dutch in Malabar, p. 14. J : ;

- 14.Copy in Menon ii, jpp. 115—17. The Rajas of Cochin and lforkaq are called here Perin-
‘badappu valia Tampauran and Chempakasseri Swarupam‘.re.spect}vely‘ in ‘the preamble, ‘The
date i given as 14th Meenam 838. 'There are other variations in the clauses. Presumably
Mr. K, P. P. Menon gets his copies from ithe :Cochin records; he does mot imention his

| Bource.. s i i
16 Copy in Padmanabha Menon ii, pp. 92—94 _«of notes. Raja of _Coqhin, Mirakera!p, )
‘Bwarupam ‘belonging to the Mutta Taval .of the Chaliyir jbranch. The coingge clause 41 of

Duteh text becomes 14 in the other, ik

o 3 . Q<
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the Dutch in perpetuity the lands held by the Portuguese in his territory, and
accepts the Duteh company, to whom he owes the crown, as his protector. e
promises the monopoly in pepper and cinnamon trade to the Dutch and to regu-
late the traffic by sea to secure this end and allow the Duteh to erect the strong-
holds needed for this purpose at Palliport, Pokad and Vypeen. The Dutch
Admiral promises on behalf of the company to maintain the king in his state and
pay him tolls according to custom or agreement. All Christians living on the
seashore were to be under Dutch jurisdiction. Provisions follow for the regula-
tion of justice, coinage, the trade of native merchants and the prohibition of the
entry of foreign priests, particularly the Jesuits.

I would conclude by citing an intcresting passage in the Memoirs of
Francois Martin who spent some days in Cochin in January 1669 on his out-
ward voyage from France to Surat'®. ‘‘ The town of Cochin is very celebrated
in the conquests of the Portuguese in India. It is the first place they had to
themselves. People who have read the histories of this nation would have known
of the fine things they have done there supported by the king of the country
against the Zamorin or Emperor of Calicut. It was the capital of their
possessions before the capture of Goa by Alfenso Albuquerque to whom History
bas given the name of the Great. The town flourished long in their hands. It
is beautiful and big, the churches well built, as well as the other buildings. The
Duteh took it from the Portuguese-in the year There have been never-
theless some protests against this capture, the king of Portugal holding that this
action was against the terms and subsequent to the treaty of peace concluded
between the two nations in Europe!” ; but such protests must needs be upheld
more by right of force than by way of proceedings. The Dutch have ridiculed
them and have guarded the place, of which they have fortified more than half to
economise the garrison that they have been obliged to hold there. They were
working at these fortifications when we passed by it. We wanted to walk along
the walls of the town, but we were made to understand that the governor would
not like it and perhaps would prevent us. from it, and we gave up the idea. At
present it is a town with up-to-date and very good fortifications. The most
important commerce of the Dutch in these places is in pepper and cardamum.
There is a river which flows along the walls on the north of the town, in which
we were tcld there is about ten or twelve feet of water on the bar. The situa-
tion of this place is beautiful, the air good, but the water very injurious eausing
ruptures, and swelling the legs of those who remain there some years. It is one
of the best places on this coast where one could rest oneself. All the commodities
are found in abundance but we have to pay dearly for what is taken by land.
When T entered the place for the first time, twelve or fifteen soldiers, Germans,
Frenchmen and Walloons came to meet me, and asked me loudly and without
restraint if we had come there to save them from the slavery in which they were,
and added that the greater part of the garrison would help us. I repulsed these
men and represented to them that they were playing at courting imprisonment.
However I had some trouble in getting rid of them. The Duteh who then needed

~ the people of the soil who were mostly Christians and Catholics to work on the
fortifications that they were building, permitted the public exercise of their
religion in a church that they had in the place, and a father Cordelier was the
pastor ; since then the place has been put in the state in which it is at present.
They have restrained this liberty inside the town *’, ; ‘

. 16Vol I, pp. 183-84 ed. A. Martinean. N SRR
e 23; Cf. Dulch in Mglobar, pp. 18-19 ; also Padmanabha Menon—History of Keralay
& ' 03 e Ll
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With this may also be compared the following from Baldaeus, which states
in general terms the dispositions made by the Dutch after their eonquest of
Cochin’ and attested in detail by the documents reviewed above : *‘ Being thus
hecome entirely masters of Cochin, after it had been one hundred and fifty years
"in the possession of the Portuguese, the Dutch general made it his chiefest care
to issue his orders not to molest the Portuguese, but to observe punctually the
articles of the capitulation. The next was to demolish a certain part of the
houses and churches of the city, in order to draw it into a more narrow compass,
and to render the fortifications the more regular, the former requiring too great
a number of men to defend them. The king of Cochin being erowned, and
divers of the neighbouring petty princes obliged to become his tributaries, several
strig't z}lliar;c’e’s were made with the neighbouring kings to the south of the river
of Cochin18 ”’, 4

18 Churchill’s voyages i, p. 571
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