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SIVAJNANABODHA, WITH VRTTI OF
SADASIVA SIVACARYA

edited by
A. A. RAMANATHAN, M.A., L.T.,

and
T.H. VISWANATHAN.

Siddhanta Saivism is a Philosophy that is expounded by the
Vedas and Sividgamas. Scholars are inclined to ‘view that the
Svetadvatara Upanisad is the source of this Philosophy. Siva-
gamas or divine revelations as they are regarded by S'aivites, twenty
eight in number, have four padams each called Kriya, Carya, Yoga
and jianapadams. They deal elaborately with the Saiva philo-
sophy, the nature and definition of three padarthas viz. Pas'u,
Pati and Pisa, in their jisnapidams while they deal with other
items like construction of images, conducting of festivals in
temples etc., in the other three sections. In some cases jiZna.
padams contain some sutras and stanzas which reveal briefly the
essence of the SHivaphilosophy.

S'ivajianabodha, the present work, belongs to this category.
This work, consiting of twelve stanzas which are also called stitras
on account of their brevity in their style, froms part of Raurava-
gama. In this work important siddhantas or viewpoints of
Siddhanta Saivism have been put in a nutshell and hence this is,
as it appears, also called siddhanta satra, under which title this
has been desciibed in the Catalogue of the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Madras. It is believed as stated in the
commentary itself that these stanzas or sutras form the 73rd
chapter of the Pasavimocana patala of Rauravagama though it is
not found in the Rauravagama that has been recently published by
the French School of Indology, Pondicherry. Since the Raurava-
gama published there is, as it appears, not a complete work, it
may explain why this work is not found therein,

This is a standard work in siddhanta Saiva Philosophy and
Saivites used to have these sutras by heart in order to recite them
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whenever they found time even while they were moving from
place to place. This has been commented upon by many great
scholars in Saiva Philosophy like Sivagrayogi, jHanaprakisa
éivuchirya, etc. Some of these commentarics are very brief, some
elaborate and some take the middle course. The large number of
commentaries on this work indicate the importance that is attached
to this work. YivEgrayogi’s commentary has been printed in
Grantha script by S'aradavilas Press, Kumbakonam.

This is accompanied by a brief commentary of Sadasiva
Sivacarya disciple of Isvara S'ivacarya and the head of Manikantha
Mutt. Except this nothing is known about the author. The
' simplicity of the style,'the impressive nature of the commentary
and the large number of passages quoted from authoritative works
are the main considerations that prompted usto take it up for
publication though it is available only in a single copy with a
profusion of scribal errors.

The text and commentary published herein are based on a
single paper manuscript written in Telugu script and preserved in
the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library under D. No. 5556.
The size of the volume is 20.6 x 16.5 centimeters. It is full of
scribal errors and many of the works quoted herein are not yet
printed. Hence the text has been corrected as far as possible
with the material available here.
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