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FOUR DOCUMENTS RELATING TO
THE KALAHASTI TEMPLE

By PROFESSOR K. A. NILAKANTA SASTRI
AND

M. VENKATARAMAYYA

(University of Madras)

‘THE following four Telugu documents are copied in a palm
leaf MS. of 6 folios which belongs to the Adyar: Library (Shelf
XXXII, C. 23). The MS. was noticed by Mr. A. N. Krishna
Aiyangar, M.A., L.T., who placed a copy of it in our hands
some time ago. Our thanks are due to him for this and for the
genealogy of the family of one of the Gurukkals (mentioned in
.«document no. 4) given below.

The documents appear to be copies of originals no longer
traceable. The MS. is incomplete, the last document stopping
abruptly in the middle of folio 6-b.

The documents, which are all dated, relate to certain
transactions of the Kalahasti temple that took place at
different dates.

DOCUMENT NO. 1: 1681-2 A.D.

The first document which is written on the first two folios
-of the MS. is dated S'aka 1603, Durmati, Magha ba. di. 14 and
records a benefaction by Velugoti Bangaru Yachama Nayadu,
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son of Kumiara Yachama and grandson of Velugoti Peda
Yachama of the Récherla-gotra, to Kalahastisvara and Jfiana-
prasinambika, the presiding deities of the Saiva temple at
Kalahasti. It is stated that the Velugoti chief provided the
means for conducting daily worship and the festivals of
Makara-sankranti and S"tvaratri in the temple ; this he did by
granting a portion (méra) of the annual revenues in kind
accruing to him from the villages of the Venkatagiri-sima
of the Tondamandalam-rajya, a territory granted to him
as jagir by the Hazarat Alampana. The méra was fixed
at one kuiicha per putti of grain. Besides this gift in kind,
the Velugati chief was also pleased to grant a yearly cash
payment of 24 wvardhas. These gifts were placed, for
supervision and execution, in the hands of the priest of
the temple, Sadasiva Gurukkal, son of Naina Gurukkal
and grandson of Isvara Gurukkal of the Yajus-sakhd and
Apastamba-siitra.

The donor, Velugoti Bangaru Yachama, whose date is
given in this record as S'aka 1603 (1681 A.D.), may be identi-
fied with Rajah Bahadur Bangaru Yachama Nayadu of the
22nd generation of the Velugoti chiefs. The Velugati chiefs
subsequent to Peda Yachama Nayaka, the grandfather of the
present donor, were ruling from their headquarters at Uttara-
malltiru—consequent on their migration during the time of
Peda Yachama Nayaka to Madurantakam and Uttaramallaru
simas when these territories were granted to Peda Yichama
as Nayasikara by the Vijayanagara king Venkatapatirdya
about 1600 A.p. While in the service of the Vijayanagara
king, Peda Yachama gained enormous power and influence,
and thereby came into conflict with Linga, the chief of
Velaru, and his general Davula Papa, who attacked and
besieged Uttaramalliru but were severely beaten back with
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great losses." Their rivalry came to a head during the war
of succession after the death of the Vijayanagara rulers
Venkatapatiriya and S'riranga. The part played by Peda
Yachama on behalf of Ramadévaraya in this war of succession
and his victories at Topur and Palemkota against the usurper
Gobbiiri Jaggaraju and his allies, Etiraja and others, are well
known.? It may be stated that it was as a result of his
conquest of the Gobbiiri chiefs, who were ruling the strip of

' territory on the east coast now comprising the Nellore district
and parts of the Venkatagiri estates’, that the Velugodu chief
Peda Yacha came into possession of this territory which
ultimately became the seat of his descendants, now the Rajas
of Venkatagiri. It may not be out of place to quote here
some verses found in a Mackenzie MS. (15. 4. 3, pp. 157-58)
describing the achievements of Peda Yacha as this will serve
to indicate the subsequent fortunes of his descendants.
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! Mackenzie MS. No. 15. 4. 3, (pp. 137 ff.) contains a very detailed and vivid
. account of these events.

* Vide, K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, Last days of Vijayanagar, (Sardesai
comm. Vol.).

3 Vide, Mackenzie MS. 15. 4. 2 for the sanads and inscriptions of the
Gobbiiru chiefs.
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The facts stated in these verses are :

(1) that Yacha defeated and killed Davala Papa who
was allied with Damarakara Chenna at Uttaramalliru and
thereby saved his friends, evoking the admiration of Venkataraya;

(2) that he installed Ramadévaraya on the throne ;

(3) that he conquered Makaraju and Chengadu Jagga;

(4) that he captured the forts and lands of the Gobbiiru
chiefs ;

(5) that he defeated and captured S'ediji Krishna-
kshitindra ;

(6) that he defeated and drove away Gobbiiru Etirja
at Palemkoétacheruvu ;

(7) that he captured the entire country lying to the east
of Véliaru between the Krishni and the Kavéri and converted
it into the country of the Velamas : and

(8) that he defeated Gobbiru Jagga in battle at Kok-
karusupéta and drove away the rulers of Madura and Senj,
being aided in this exploit by the forces of the Karyakartas
of Rimariya and Raghunatha Nayaka, by his relatives (ban-
dhuvargam) Damarakara Chenna and Cheruku Vengala, and
by his friends Kéti, Raghunathendra and Pavada Krishnappa,

As a result of his victories Peda Yacha came into posses-
sion of a large piece of territory and probably wielded influence
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.over the principality of of Kalahasti, which was then held by
Damarakara (Damarla) Chenna to whom he gave his sister,
Akkamma, in marriage.

The Velugddu chiefs did not stay at Uttaramalltru for
more than two generations as their rule at the place came to a
sudden end in the time of the donor of the present grant, Bangaru
Yachama, as the result of a great tragedy which befell him.

Besides the present grant there are two more grants of
this chief dated Saka 1601 ' and 1603 ° found in the Venkata-
giri region in which it is stated that the Venkatagiri-sima of
the Chandragiri-rdjya was granted to Bangaru Yachama as
amaranayankara by Hazarat Alampana Qutb Shah of Golkonda,
i.e., the celebrated Abu’l Hasan alias Tana Shah who had as
his ministers the famous Akkanna and Madanna.

A brief account of his life may now be given.” Bangaru
Yachama, like his grandfather, Peda Yachama, was also a
great warrior and had several victories to his credit. Amongst
his neighbours, the Matli chiefs of Chittivéli were the most
powerful and against them he conducted a campaign. The
Matli chief about this time was Appayardju or Appalariju,
surnamed Tiruvengalanatha, son of Mathh Anantaraju and
Mangamma (daughter of Nandela Venkataramaraju). He suc-
.ceeded his uncle, Matli Venkataramaraju, who, out of regard for-
him, nominated him his successor setting aside his own son,
Kumara Ananta. Matli Appayardju, out of gratitude to his
uncle, Venkataramaraju, caused the poet Nadiminti Venkata-
pati to compose the work Abhishiktaraghavam ' and dedicate it
to his memory. It was against this Appayaraju that Bangaru

1 Mackenzie MS. 15.4.2, p. 218, No. 188.

? Mackenzie MS. 15.4.2, p. 224, No. 192.

* The facts relating to his life are taken from the book Family History
«of the Venkatagiri Rajas (1922) by Alladi Jagannatha Sastri. .

# Mack. MS. 14-2-36: D. No. 2633.
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Yachama marched his troops under the orders of the Golkonda
Nawab, Abdul Hasan, when Appayaraju entered Siddhavat-
't_amsima and plundered Vontimitta. Assisted by Damarla
Venkatapati and his followers he set out towards Rapar. At
Lakkireddipalle he encountered the forces of Appala-
riju and completely routed them. The depredations of
* Appalariju were put down. The Nawab being pleased
" with the achievements of Bangdaru Yachama conferred
on him the title of Rajah Bahadur and made him a
mansabdar of 6000, bestowing upon him other honours and
privileges.

The closing years of the reign of Bangaru Yachama
coincided with the attempts made by Aurangzeb Alamgir
Padshah to establish his direct sway over the Deccan and the
south.! He appointed Zulfikar Khan, son of his favourite

" Vizier, Asaf Khan Bahadur, as the Nawab of Arcot and sent
him to the Deccan with a large army in order to restore peace
‘and order in the south. But the latter neglected the duty
entrusted to him upon which the displeased Emperor thought
of appointing Bangaru Yacha as the next Nawab as the fame
of this chief had already reached his ears. When Zulfikar
Khan heard of this, he planned to murder Bangaru Yachama
and thus get rid of him. On the day of Mahdanavami, 1693 A.D.
Bangaru Yachama was murdered at Uttaramalldru by Zulfikar
Khan, and his wives committed sati leaving infant sons behind.
With the death of Bangaru Yachama in 1693 A.p. Uttaramalliru
was abandoned, and Venkatagiri, which had already become a
second capital, now became the headquarters of the Velugoti
chiefs. The infant sons of Bangaru Yachama were granted by
Alamgir Padshah free jagir of Venkatagiri-sima and other

! Several sanads issued with the seal of Aurangzeb are found in the Ven-
katagiri and Udayagiri regions about this period bearing dates in Saka 1613
(Mack. MS, 15. 4. 17, p. 7).
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taluks.! Kumiara Yicha, the eldest son of Bangaru Yacha,

was installed at Venkatagiri in 1695 A.D. and a grant’ issued

by him in that year (S. 1617) Ashidha su. di. 5 establishes

his accession to the throne.

DOCUMENT NO. 1 (2 leaves).

Folio 1a
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' Mackenzie MS. 15. 4. 2, p. 112, Sanad No. 97 ; vide, History of the
Venkatagiri Rajas by A. Jagannatha Sastri, p. 67.
* Mackenzie MS. 15. 4. 2, p. 35, No. 33.
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Folio 2b
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DOCUMENT NO. 2: 1739 (42?) A.D.

This document which is dated §'. 1661 (4 ?), Dundubhi,
Adi 2, records the grant of a piece of land to the priest of the
Kilahasti temple, Dharmasiva Gurukkal, son of Naina Guruk-
kal and grandson of Sadasiva Gurukkal (the donee of Docu-
ment No. 1) by Narra Ramabhadra Nayaka, son of Narasimha
and grandson of Vobaraju Nayaka. The donee, who is stated
to have been a resident of Sadasivésvara Agraharam founded
by Katikamallu S'iddu, was granted land measuring 11 kuntas
in the village of Velampadu.

The identity of the chief is not known. About this time
the ruler of the region was the Velugoti chief Sarvajia Kumara
Yacha, son of Raja Bahadur Bangaru Yacha (donor of
Document No. 1).

DOCUMENT NO. 2 (1 leaf).
Folio 3a
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! The Saka and the Cyclic years do not tally.
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DOCUMENT NO. 3: 1770 A.D.

This document which is dated Virodhi, Panguni 2, refers
to Maharaja S'ri Damara Bahadur Venkatappa Nayaningaru
and records. that certain temple honours were awarded to the
Damarla chief on the occasion of his visit to the temple of
Kialahastiyvara after his return from a sea-bath which he took
on the day of a lunar eclipse. It is stated that while he was
taking rest in a garden near the temple, Gorlapadi S'éshayya,
the Amildar, came to him and taking leave of the Nagaripil-
lakabayis (personal attendants of the chief) escorted the king to
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the mantapa of the shrine of goddess Jhanaprasinambika,
where, after worship was offered to the goddess, the chief
partook of the holy water (tirtha) and prasada. Thence he
was carried in a palanquin accompanied by the sthanattars,
the priest Parasuraima Gurukkal, son of Dharmasiva
Gurukkal, musicians and dancing girls, and taken back to the
garden where he was again given prasada, etc. After this,
the priest and others returned to the temple in the same
manner.

It is not clear for what reason the document was prepared
and preserved. The object was probably to record the proce-
dure that was adopted in honouring the Damarla chief to serve
as a precedent for similar honours to his successors.

Although only the cyclic year Virodhi is quoted as
the date of the document, it is possible to state on the
strength of other details found in the record that the date cor-
responds to 12th March, 1770 A.D. The priest Parasurama
Gurukkal figuring in this document is probably the son of
Dharmasiva Gurukkal, the donee of Document No. 2 dated
A.D. 1739. The lunar eclipse, on which occasion the chief
took sea-bath, is probably the one that occurred on Wednesday
13th December, 1769, three months before the actual date
when the document was drawn up.

The Damarla chief Venkatappa Bahadur (A.D. 1769-70)
may be identified with Damarla Kumara Venkatappa Nayadu,
son of Timma, who was descended from Ayya, the founder
of Chennapatnam. His date makes him the contemporary of
Nawab Muhammad Ali (Walajah) of the Carnatic and he was
probably identical with Damal Komara Venkatappa Nayadu
who slew in battle the brother of Nawab Muhammad Ali.
He may be also identical with Damarla Venkata of A.D. 1782,

! Love, Vestiges of Old Madras, Vol. 1, p. 23.
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Zamindar of Kalahasti, who figures in a Fort St. George
record.’

The Rajas of Kalahasti now represent the ancient line of
the Damarla chiefs. A connected genealogy of these chiefs is
found in the Kaifiyat of Kalahasti (Mackenzie MS. 17. €. 15
Tamil pp. 157 ff.). Part of their genealogy is found in two
Telugu literary works, Bahulasvacharitra and Ushaparinaya,
composed by two different members of the family, Vengala-
bhipala and Ankabhipala respectively. Several members of
the family are mentioned in their succession order by Col.
Mackenzie and quoted in Love’s Vestiges, Vol. I, p. 23> The
Fort St. George consultations refer to several Damarla
Venkatpatis." A late member of’ the family, Damarla
Venkata of 1870 A.D., is known to us as the patron of the
work Jiianaprasinambikasatakam by Sishtu Krishna Sastri.

The following is the genealogy of the Damarla chiefs as
far as can be made out with the aid of the above sources :

Vallabha Nayadu
Timm:li Bhiipati
Amma Nayaka

Mahaﬁ)ati Rao

Sripada

Abba Sauri (Akka Bhiipati)

Dharma #z. Vengalamba, dau. of
Velugoti Timma

Varada Vengalendra Timma Kona
ne.
Lakshmamamba

Y 1bid., Vol. 11T, p. 231,
* Vide also History of Kalahasti by Raghunatha Rao (1891).
% Vestiges, Vol. 11, p, 20n., 216 and n.
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(Vengaléndra) Velugoti Yacha (18)
i ol
|
Dharma Varada Vengala or Timma Venkatamba m. Velugoti
Venkatadri Ranga (19)

m.
1. Ayvamamba, 2. Giiruvamamba, 3. Kesama

Kumara Peda Yacha Singa Akkamma

Ranga (20) m.
(Victor of Topir, Damarla
supporter of Rama- Chenna
deva).

Kumara Yacha (21)

22, Bangaru Yachama (c. 1680-93 A.p.)
(Donor of Document No. 1)

(By 1 (By 1) (By 2) (By 2) (By 3)
|
Chenna Kes'ava Vengala Varada Krishpa
(defeated Linga (author of
of Velaru) Bahulasvacha-

n. ritra)
1. Krishpamba of the Kosala family
2. Lingamba of the Kekayaraya family
3

Timmamba
(4. Vengama
By 1) (By 2) - (By3) (By 3) (By 4)
|
Venkatapati Ayya Anka Timma China Venkata

(c. 1640-50 A.p) (founded Chen- (author of Usha-
constructed Chen- napatpam) parinayam - c.

nasagaram ,; 1660-1700 A.D.).
granted first kavul

to English re : Chennappa

site of Fort St.

George ; Akkappa

conquered k. of | Velugoti Somaya Navaka
Seiiji ; Timma

rebels and joins

Mir Jumla. Kumara Venkatappa Nayadu m. Venkammal

(c. 1745-1795 A.D.)
(mentioned in Document 3)
Contemporary and friend of
son Nawab Muhammad Ali
(Walajah) of Arcot

Timma (1795-1803 A.D.)

Venkatachalapati

Nayaka (c. 1703 A.D.) | i

who visited Pitt of Damarla Peda Ven- China Ven- Akkama m. Velw

Madras. katappa (1803-30)  katappa goti Bangaru
| Ta Yacha
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(Venkatachalapati) (Peda Venkatappa)

|
Venkatapati Nayaka Timma (1830-32 A.D.)
(c.1724-1743 A.D.)
who visited Elwick
in 1724 A.D. and Damarla Venkatapati (adopted son by widow of Timma)
Benyon in 1743 (1834-1881 A.D.)
A.D. (patron of Jiianaprasunambikasatakan)

l

Kumara Muddu Venkatappa 5 sons
(1881 A.D.)

The available family prasastis of the Damarla chiefs give
them the following birudas.

Chaturthakula-sudharnava-sampirnachandra.
Inugala-gotra
Valiri-puravaradhisvara
Uttaradigbhaga-pirvasimhasanadhisvara
Mahishmati-purvavaradhisvara
Karikala-chélarajya-samuddharana
Kavéritira-S'riranganamadhéya-divya sripadapadma-
radhaka

No o e

Rijendrachoda-rajyapratipalaka

Who obtained from Prataparudra the birudas Suvar-
natalata, Ubhayavinjamara, etc.

10. Korakantisirhba.

©

It is clear from these birudas that they were originally
subordinates of the Kakatiyas and like the Velugddu chiefs
migrated to the south during the last days of Vijayanagara rule,
and occupied Damal in Conjeevaram talug. Their ancestral
seat Valaru, probably a place in the Telugu country, is not
identified. During the last days of Vijayanagara rule in the
time of Venkatapatiriya and S'riranga (c. 1642 A.D.) they
were very powerful, and the Vijayanagara kings conducted the
affairs of state through their mediation and:counsel, witness
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transactions with the English on the East coast. They entered
into marriage relations with the Velugodu chiefs of Uttaramal-
liru, as indicated in the genealogy above.

DOCUMENT NO. 3. (1 leaf)

Folio 4a
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DOCUMENT NO 4: Pramadicha (Pramathi)

This document, which is a Telugu rendering of a Tamil
original, is dated Pramadicha, Alpisi 11 and is incomplete. It
appears to record a deed of agreement between the surviving
members of the seven priestly families of the Kalahasti temple
regarding the turns they had to observe in their duties in the
temple and the settlement of their share in the proceeds of
worship in the temple.

Of the seven priestly families, viz., those of Isvara bhatlu,
Vadugunatham bhatlu, Kodukula bhatlu, Tirukélahasti bhatlu,
Kannayira bhatlu, Panmahésvara bhatlu, and Tiruchchidam-
bara bhatlu, only one family survives at Kilahasti, that of
Vadugunatham bhatlu. It is represented by Mr. Parasurama
Gurukkal, B.A., B.L., Advocate, Kalahasti. The following
genealogical table of the Vadugunatham bhatlu family, members
of which figure in all the four documents, has been compiled
by Mr. A. N. Krishna Aiyangar M.A,, L.T,, with the aid of the
information kindly supplied by Mr. Parasurama Gurukkal.

- Is’'vara Bhatlu
(Sthalapati of the Vadu!gunitham Bhatlu family)

Nalina.
Sadas’iva
(known as Ulaganathan Bhatlu,
donee of Document I - 1681 A.D.

3 Ayyavu (alias Naina) Naina
. (see Document No. 4)

3
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|
Subbaiya
Dharmas’iva (donee of Document 2: 1739 A.D.)
Subbaiya (the donee
of Gudimallam plates

| |
Paras'urama (Document 3) Ayyavu (donee of 1790 A.p. Sadharapa
(no issue) 1770 A.D. Gundlagunta grant |
A.D, 1802). P ; N |
l Subbaiya Seshayya
(donee of Tikka- |
| | varam in 1796 Bhimayya
Subbaraya Dharmas’iva Siddhalinga  A.D. Nala) |
| ] Séshayya
Chengalvaraya Paras’'urdma Ayyasvami (no issues)
1824 - donee of (no issue) d. 1869
a small maniam Gudimallam’
18210-75. | resumed.
Subbaraya J LIOK. L el A
adopted. | | | | i
lived over Seshamma Dharmas’iva Jianam- Subba- Sub- Kumara- Muttamma
70 years ma raya bamma svami
(d. 1900) | d. 1908
m. .
Annamma . I Svaminathan
Séshamma 1870-1911.
Muttukumara Subbardya - married - Jidnamma
(d. 1941)
Paras'urama Gurukkal
(adopted)
present age 34.
I I l |
Pars’urama Chengalva- Krishpa- Jianamma Réajamma Venkates'a Sadas'iva
(same as Paras'u- raya  mirti

rama given in
adoption to Ku-
marasvami who
dield in 1908)

Has four child-
ren, one of whom
isadopted to ano-

ther family with-
out male heir.

DOCUMENT NO. 4. (2 leaves)
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