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A Péep Into Cinna Makipan
Kuluva Natakam

Circumstances Leading to Ku]uva Natakam

The mighty empire of the later Colas was broken into small
pieces which caused the rise of Chieftains who ruled small por-
tions of the country independently. The prevailing political
situation forced the people to live seclusively but with proper
link with other parts. They had to submit to the powers of the
Chieftains and lived in accordance to their wishes. The temple
of worship became their common centre of meeting and the fes-
tivals connected with religion became their means of common
interest. The gala occasions were celebrated with pomp and
pleasurc.” They were entertaining and pleasing. Street-shows
having local interests had been conducted to please the
Chieftains. The common people were the willing participants
of those shows. :

The famous plays encouraged by the great monarchs of the
mighty Cosla empire had no place in these petty political units.
There were no troups well organised to conduct dramatic per-
formances. Due to political changes the knowledge of the peo-
ple became limited. The people had to satisfy themselves with-
in their small area. So nothing superior and intellectual could
be expected from those people. In such a state of affairs, the
entertainments of the people could not bear much value.

There were poets and scholars who were left uncared for.
They had~to approach the Cheiftains for any kind of support
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and patronage. When they visited these petty rulers, they had |
to praise them in order to receive their attention. Since the know-
ledge of the poets was limited to their own area, they wrote
street-shows suitable to their own places only. As a matter of
fact nothing universal and great could be expected from them.

The plays written by them pertain to the Cheiftains and their
small lands. The local deities were also praised in them.

The plays varied from land to land and also from tribe to
tribe. They used different forms to express their ideas and feel-
ings. The form designed by the tilling class was named as
pajlu. The fortune-tellers of the mountainous areas helped the
growth of Kuravanci. In order to check the social vices of the
common people Nonti Natakam was written. The life led by
the hunting race belonging to the mountains helped the forma-
tion of Kujuva Natakam. v

Eighteenth Century and the earlier years of the nineteenth
century would have envisaged Kuluva Natakam. Mostly the
Chieftains belonging to the places which are now in the Rama-
natapuram and Tirunelveli districts had patronised this kind of
street-shows. The Kujuvams praised particular gods or chief=
tains and accordingly they acquired their names.

Drama in its developed form is almost real and natural
compared to what is going on in the society. Moreover in wri-
 ting a drama certain methods have to be followed and particular
rules and regulations should be adhered to. Modern drama needs
garish lights, flaunting curtains and festal atmosphere in order
to create real effect upon the audience. But in the earlier cen-
turies the resources were limited and there were only scanty
means, The common man of the past could not afford rich
amenities and so had to be contented with what he had. Therefore
only street-shows could be possible. Mostly they had to use the .
conveniences provided by nature and had to depend upon
the support given by the cheiftains. Generally, the cheiftains
were praised as heroes in the Kujuva Natakams. So they became
volunteers for such performances. They gave money and valu-
ables to the performers as well as to the authors. The com-
mon people enjoyed the plays along with their ruler and his
court, The poets were respected and honoured in the presence of
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the people. So street-shows like Kujuva Natakam had a time to
grow and develop with popular admiration.

Kuluvam
- Kuravafici deals with Kuravas while Kujuvam deals with
Kujuvas. Both these tribes had their origins from mountainous

areas. Whether both had come out of the same origin is a mat-
ter to be considered. They haveindividual differences oftheir own.

At present while Kugavas are well known throughout Tamil
Nadu, Kujuvas are known only in the south, probably upto
Putukkottai district. Kuluvas are included as one among the
scheduled tribes, by the Tamil Nadu Government and are hel-
ped for their development. In Kanyakumari district they are

~seen well settled around tanks. Now they are fast improving
in civilization and education. A few of them own small houses

“and one or two have entered into Government Services. Gene-
rally they are seen roaming about in the villages expccting alms
from house to house. They spare no inconvenience to live in
‘open spaces in groups. Monkeys and poisonous snakes are seen
carried by them when they go begging. They are proficient
in catching birds, especially those which are living in waters.
This might have been the reason for selecting tank bunds as their
abodes. :

They catch water birds like cranes, water-fowls etc. by
using nets and a type of small bows. Herbs and mountainous
goods are collected by them and are sold to the villagers. They
know magic and by using certain powers they try to give treat-’
ment to some of the incurable maladies of the villagers. For a
long time they had lived in their own way without proper social
mingling with the common people. But now astonishing chan-
ges have been noticed in their lives. They make themselves
ready to embrace the ensuing civilization of humanity.

‘Kuluvai’ is the name of a water-bird, Such birds are cau-
ght by the Kuluvas, Perhaps thisname might have been acqui-
red by them because of this kind of hunting. Whether they were
related with the Kuravas or not is also a matter to be thought
over. Etymologically both the words are closely related- There is
a good chance for ‘Kuravan’ to be pronounced as ‘Kuluvan’, In
‘Ramanatapuram area ‘Kunicu Kuruvan’is ordinarily said as
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‘Kunicu Kuluvan’. The word ‘Purakkatai (backyard) is com-
monly said as ‘pulakkatai’ by most of the people. So there isa |
possibility of ‘r’ being changed into ¢}’. In consideration-of this
fact, it may be assumed that ‘Kuravan’ had been transformed
into ‘Kuluvan’ and had developed into a separate trible

in due course.

The Kuravamaids are famous in fortelling the future of hu-
man beings. The males are talented in hunting. They are reputed,
in literature, as good hunters especially of wild ani-
mals. They use big bows, The Kurava women (Kuratties)
read palms and tell the future, They also tattoo various figures
on the skin by pricking and colouring. For that they receive
money and gifts.

The Kuluvas are noted for catching birds especially that
Which live in waters, They take with them nets and small
bows. Medicinal herbs are collected by them for treatment
They know magic and by that knowledge they do certain won-
ders. They sell birds and other mountainous goods. They play
certain tricks wonderfully which are appreciated by the people.
For their acts gifts would be given to them. Kuluva maids
are also called as Kuraccinki as the Kurava maids.

There should have been some relationship between Kuravas
and Kuluvas in spite of certain individualities oftheir own. There
is a possibility to suggest that Kuluvas had their origin from
the Kuravi tribe. As seen in literature both of them are trea-
ted with notable differences. So they have to be considered as
separate tribes,

Kuluvan is considered as the attender of Kuravan or a
fowler’s attendent.* If so, he is lower in rank than Kuravan. In
Kuravanci Ngvan is said to be the friend and helper of Cinkan
who is in fact the Kuravan. Butin Kuluvam Cinkan is presen-
ted as Kuluvan’s attendent. In such a situation Cinkan would
be inferior to Kuluvan. In any case both are not the same.
Kuravaici and Kuluvam

Both Kuravanci and Kuluvam are street-shows propularly
played almost in the same period and mostly in the same area.
But Kuravaifici became more famous than Kuluvam. So the
former is found in large numbers than the latter.

1, Tamil Lexicon, Yol. II (1928) P. 1043.
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Kuravaiici differs considerably from Kujuvam. It ‘is uni-
que in its theme and construction with regard to the introducf- :
tion of Kuratti to play the main role in it. The love theme is
duplicated as between the hero and heroine and also between
Cinkan and Cidki. The role of Ciikap is minor and comes
only in the far end of Kuravafici. The fortune telling of the
Kuratti occupies an important place in it. The hunting scene
is no more than a reference in Kuravanci. The hero makes his
direet appearance in the show. His procession makes the
- heroine sick with love for him.

Kujuvam praises a hero who has no action in the real
show. Kuluvap, Cinkan and Cinki are the three
characters playing their roles in Kujuvam. Bird hunting
is the main action in it. The meeting of Ciiikan and Cinki takes
place in the same way as it takes place in Kuravaici.

Both Kuravanci and Knjuvam aim to praise a particular
hero but in a different form. The techniques adopted
also differ considerably. The catching of the birds occupies the
main action of the show. The introductory portion preceeding
the actual action vividly gives an account of the poetic hero who
has nothing to do with the dramatic action of the street-show,
Though Kuravafci and KuJuvam are dramas to be performed
as street-shows, they stand independently in form and also in
their way of presentation. In other words each of them hag
got their own individuality. Eventhough Kujuvam has got a
thin relationship with Kuravafci, it has to be considered differ-
ently as a separate genre.

Kuluva Natakam in Tamil

Ku]uva Natakam praises the glory of a God or a great man.
It is full of songs and Viruttams. They were presented before
an audience in a dramatic way. Only three actors took part in
it. During the eighteenth century they were very popular in the
Southern districts of Tamil Nadu especially Ramanatapuram.

KuJuvam opens with an invocation to different Gods. Next
comes the Totaiyam which also praises the Gods. If follows
with Mankalam. Then the poet describes in detail about the
hero and his land. It isin the Akaval metre. After that the
arrival of the Kujuvan would be announced_in a song and_soon‘r
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-after he comes on the stage. He introduces himself and expres-
ses his talent of magic. Cinkan also makes his appearance.

Both of them prepare to go for bird hunting. They see the
birds coming in thousands over the fields. They spread the net
and the birds are caught in it. The Kujuvan and his attendant
collect the birds. They share the birds with their ruler and other
important persons. They are given valuable presents. With their

own share of birds and preseats thsy return to their moun-
tain.

Cipkan looks for his wife Ciski. She comes with valuable
gifts given to her in return for her foretelling. Both exchange
thoughts and become more intimate with real affection. At last
they praise the Gods and the ruler. With best wishes to all'
Kuluvam comes to an end.

This isthe general form and manner of presentation The
main aim of Kujuvam is to praise the hero. In return gifts were
given to the poet and the actors. It was a source of entertain-
ment. The ruler and his people had enjoyed the street-show in
good humour.

Hitherto Kottur Nayinar Kujuva Natakam and EjJu Naka-
rattar Peril Kuluva Natakam had come out in print. Cinna
Makipan Kujuva Natakam is found in palm leaves in its manus-
cript form. The names of Tirukkurralak KuJuva Natiakam, and
Arupacalam Cettiyar Peril Kuluva Natakam are said to have
been existed earlier. Elders of Cettinatu say that certain other
Kujuvams were also in performance earlier and orally recited
some of the portions in them. But they were not definite in
their names. Any way Cettinatu area had seen much of the
Kufuvams in Tamil during the eighteenth century and the
earlier decades of the nineteenth century.

Kottur Nainar Kuluva Natakam speaks about the glory
of Lord enshrined at Kottar near Virutunakar in the Ramanata-
puram district. It bears rich philosophical thoughts pertaining
to Saivism. This Kuluvam deals with such a philosophy in very
simple terms so that even a common man can understand it very
clearly with ease.

EJu Nakarattar Kuluva Natakam by Katikaippulavar pays
high tribute to the Nakarattar Community who live for centu-
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ries in Cettinatu. Their aptitude for trade and commerce has
been praised much. Moreover this KuJuvam speaks much of
their generous nature. The religious faiths they followis also
spoken of in it.  This Kujuva Katakam seems to end in an
abrupt way. Most probably it was printed incompletely.

Tirukkurralak  Kujuva Natakam might  have
spoken about the glories of the Lord at Kurralam. Arunacalam
Cettiyar KuJuva Natakam might have given an account of the
munificent qualities of a man belonging to the Cettiyar Commu-

tiny.
The form and pattern of all these Kujuvams would be the
same. But they speak about different Gods and persons, Songs

are in various rakas. All ofthe Kujuvams are meant for
enactment. :

Cinta Makipan Kujuva Natakam

Cinna Makipan Kuluva Natakam is found in palm leaves.
‘One such manuscript is found preserved with care in Dr. U. Ve.
Caminataiyar Library at Tiruvanmiygr numbered as 777. Some
of the palm leaves are found broken and certain portions found
worm-eaten. But the complete work is found from beginning to
end. : :

Date of the work |

Cinna Makipan Kuluva Natakam might have been staged
during the time of Cinna Makipan who ruled, Mitilai as its Chief-
tain. The author refers to Marutupaptiyan, Rakunatan and Vat-
uka natar as contemporaries of Cinna Makipan. Marutupant-
yan ruled Civakankai from 1780 to 1801 A.D. So this work
should have been written within these 21 years.

_ Rakunatan is said to be in Cinmaturai when this Kujuvam
was written. During these 21 years there was no ruler in this
name at Maturai. As a matter of fact the rule of the Nayaks
ended in 1736 by the death of Queen Minakshi. It should te
remembered that Kilaccivalpatti is known by the name
cirumaturai because of its Minakshi temple and its formation
of streets just like the famous Maturai. Really Kilaccivalpatti
was a part of the Cetupati Kingdom. After the death of the
grand old Cstupati (Kilavan Cstupati) his kingdom was divided
into few parts, Maravag Natu, a part of it was under Vatuka-
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natar the eldest son of Kilavan Cetupati. At that time the lands
around Kilaccivalpatti were under the supervision of Vijaya
Rakunata Tgvar. He might have been the ruler referred to in
Cinna Makipen Kuluva Natakam. In fact hedied in 1790 A. D.
If so, this Kuluva Natakam would have been written some
time between 1780 and 1790.

Author

It seems traditional and customary that the authors of
Kuluva Natakam report their names as the play progresses, in
their introductory parts. Katikaippulavar in Elunakarattar
Kuluva Natakam and Vellaiyappulavar in Kottur Kuluva
Natakam have given their names likewise, In Cinna Makipag
Kuluva Natakam it is said that the ruler had given a diamond
anklet to Parakutuppatti Pacumpon Muttagti as a gift for his
dramatic work wonderfully done to the pleasure of the poets.?
The author had given out his name through indirect means,
He belonged to the village named Parakutuppatti. The attribu-
tive term ‘Pacumpon’ suggests that his family might have
hailed from Pacumpon which had produced a number of poets
to its credit even from the Cankam period. Nothing more can
be said about the poet with what is known about him at present.
It has to be thought over whether he was one among the 21
poets who had celebrated the court of Marutupa,tiyar at
Civakankai.

Aim

Every literary work has got some aim in its purview. Cinna
Makipan Ku]Juva Natakam aims to praise the greatness of Cinna
Makipan, the rular of Mitilai Nakar, now called as Mitilaip-
patti in the Tiruppattur Taluk, Ramanatapuram District.
During the time of the poet, he might have been famous among
the people. He was noted for his munificence. Poet Alakiya
Cirrampalak kavirayar was in his court with full of praises for
him. He was a great lover of scholars and had helped them in
his desire to give willing support to Tamil. The poet

referred to this quality in many places in the in Kuluva
Natikam. : ;

2. Cinna Makipan Kuluva Natakam, 10, 65-70.
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As a matter of customary procedure the poet could expect
~ costly presents from the ruler for a literary work like that of
* this Kuluva Natakam. During that time this type of work was
very popular among the common people. The poet might have
written this piece to show off his talent of creating literary
works in an impressive way.

Any way the poet had praised a good ruler who had earned
good name among the people and also among the educated
circle. Through this work the poet had tried to impart religious
as well as literary knowledge to the people. When it was acted it
might have given great pleasure to all inclusive of the ruler and
his men.

Form

Cinna Makipan Kuluva Natakam sets a good example of
the particular genre. Following the literary tradition of the age,
it begins with ‘Kappu’ which is nothing but invocation to gods,
It is praying to some gods for their blessings to make the work
a grand success. Totaiyam follows Kappu and Mankalam is
the next part.

Soon after, a vivid description about Cinna Makipan and his
country is given in ‘Akaval’ and then in ‘Cantam’. Though it is
the main portion of the work, it really serves as the introductory
remarks for the dramatic action to follow. An idea about the
coming Kuluvap was given in this descriptive part.

Then the Kujuvan makes his appearance on the stage. He
is followed by Cinkan who is really his attender. Both of them
announce their own arrival. The KuJuvan expresses his talent
of magic and gives out a lot of things which he could do only
with the help of magic. There is humour in his talk.

Immediately after, Kujuvan and Cinkan go for hunting
the birds. Musical songs are being sung when they see the birds
coming on to the fields. Then they spread the net in order to
catch them. A large number of birds are seen falling in thc net
Then the KuJuvan divides the birds and gives one share each to
the ruler and his men. They give presents to them. They thank
God for His mercy and return to their mountain.
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Cinkan looks for his wife Cinki who had left him for a
long time. Both of them meet in utmost joy. She has brought
a lot of precious things. Cinkan questions her about those
articles. She replies with pride that they were presented to
her by nobles in appreciation of her foretelling. Then they sing
the praises of the Lord and the ruler. The action comes to a
close happily.

The play ends with vall’ With best wishes to one and
all from the ruler the people the poet ends up his work.

Cipna Makipan Kujuva Natakam seems to be a perfect one
of its kind. A well designed form can be seen it it. At first
the hero of the work is seen described. Then the dramatic
action of the Kujuvan begins. The hunting scene is dramatised
in songs. When the birds are caught they are divided among
men in high positions according to their rank. A share is
allotted to the hunters also. In the end the long separated couple
meet in happiness. The form is completed here. The earlier
half is descriptive while the latter half is dramatic.

Kujuva Natakam is built up of songs and Viruttams.
There are Akavals and Kalippas also. In this Kuluva Natakam
there are 17 Aciriya Viruttams, 17 songs, 5 Kalippas, 1 Kali-
viruttam, 1 Akaval and 1 Cantappatal. Altogether there are 42
poeme in 438 lines. The songs are sung in many tunes or rakas
which would add to the beauty of performance. The language
used is very simple.  So the play can be easily followed and
understood by any common man.

Characters

Cinna Makipan Kuluva Natakam centres around the praise
worthy life of Cinna Makipan, the ruler of Mitilai. But he
has no part in the real action of the street-show. His noble
actions and glorious achievements are expressed in glowing terms
from the beginning to the end of the play. In fact he is one
of the spectators of the show. When he heard of his glories
uttered on the stage, certainly he would be generous in his gifts
_to the poet and the actors. Further his court is also praised.
So all of them would be pleased to see the play being performed
before them.

The Kuluvan is the main character in action. His external
appearance s explained in simple terms to suggest that he is not
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a Kujuvan of the ordinary type. He is called as ‘Ekanta Yokak-
Kuluvan’ to signify his philosophical importance. He knows the
art of magic. His competance in doing extraordinary things to
the wonder of all has been explained by the poet in appealing
terms. He commands respect from all quarters. Cinkan attends
to his needs and obeys to his commands.

The Kuluvan carries with him various hunting materials
~ like nets and bows. He sets out to catch birds in the fields.
With the help of Cisikan the birds are caught in large numbers.
It is he who divides the birds to all and receives gifts in return.
As a strong devotee of Lord Murukapn, he returns to the
mountain after his succeesful hunting trip to pay homage to the
Lord. He seems to be the personification of a ‘saviour’ helping
the souls to their redemption. :

Cinkan is lower in rank but vigilant and untiring in his
services. He is very sincere and always seems busy. When he has
achieved his object, he returned to his mountain in search of his
spouse. He meets her and enjoys with her to his heart’s content
He is duty bound. His way of life suggests that if anyone does
his duty sincerely happiness could come to him naturally.

Cinki is proficient in fore-telling. She goes on doing her
work and receives valuable presents as compliments to her
talents. She seems very proud of her achievements. As a
satisfied woman she meets her husband happily. Both are
successful in their services and show eagerness to meet each
other. A happy life is ensured for them. They are united to
enjoy life in a contented way.

All the characters are introduced in their true colours with
philosophical contents. They are selected from ordinary life to
implant deep thoughts with superior value. They appear very
common but preserve something very precious and valuable.
The worth of Kuluvam has to be estimated in consideration
with the superior values of these characters, who are selected
from the ordinary stock of human beings.

The hero of the Kuluvam is placed in a previleged position
since he is the ruler. The dramatic characters are expectants of .
his magnanimity. They have something rare in them. Moreover
they are honest in their services and talented in their arts. poorly
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clad they carry rich values. The real values of Kuluvam rest
in these characters who are drawn very attractively in quite
ordinary dresses.

Social Values

It was a time when big empires degenerated into small
pieces of lands ruled by Chieftains. Often times they were at
odds causing danger to the peace and prosperity of the people.
At times when good relationship existed between the Chieftains,
arts and literature of lower type would develop. When Cinna
Makipan Kujuva Natakam was written Mitilai was friendly with
the neighbouring lands because of the good policies adopted by
its rulers. Alakiya Cirrampalak Kavirayar was the court poet-
He was greatly respected and highly honoured. Other
poets were also patronised by Cinpa Makipan. So they were in
good spirits to sing his glory. Folk-arts received good support
from him. Therefore they would develop in a natural way.
Artists would train themselves to show off their talents. It may
be assumed that the position of the artists in the society was
good.

People had to satisfy themselves with the limited resources
of the small politically divided areas where they lived in. So a
high standard of life could not be expected in them. Most of
them were peasants solely depended upon land. The fertility of -
the soil was the only source which gave life and vigour to the
people. That was why the poets gave particular importance to
rain. When the rain failed everything would be barren and lay
waste. The sweet music of life solely rested in rain. The ruler
depended upon the revenues collected from those owing thejlands.
Those who had more lands would pay more and had greater
relations with the ruler. The landless had to implore the mercy
of the land-owners to earn their livlihood. So naturally the
land-owners became masters and the farm labourers became
servants. By developing good relationship with the rulers, ths
land-owners improved their chances of controlling the poor
workers in the fields. The social conditions were such that the
poor labourers had to obey the commands of the landed gentry
and lend their services for normal rates suggested by the owners.
Political support was for the rich and so the poor had to suffer
their fate in such a social and political set-up. They were
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neglected by all.  The poets who had praised the rain, had
forgotton the services of farm-workers. Their untiring hands
were those which bad converted the pastures and forests into
fertile fields smiling with corn and paddy. The social set- up of
those days was such that the poets had neglected to sing high of
the life breath of the society.

' Cultivation was the main source of labour in thoss days.
Paddy, sugar-cane,cocoanut, plantain, jack-fruit, etc. were
mainly cultivated in Cinpa Makipan’s land. Tanks, wells.
Canals were there. Fields were identified with particular names
of their own. - Poets and high officers were given lands free of
tax which were called as ‘Umpajam®. Lands could be enjoyed
with generation rights.

There were political officers with stipulated duties and
powers, Kariyampalam, (Ampalakaran), Karuppa Turantaran,
pampatti and Eluvakkon were the four important officers
occuping high positions in political affairs, They were highly

respected by the people. Even to-day in the village of Akkara-
' mavaci in Paramukkti taluk, a particular family is called as
‘Pampatti’. Perhaps they descended from one occupied this
positien under a Chieftain.

The society was a divided one. Particular communities
were respected and honoured. Whaen sharing the birds the
* Kujuvan specially mzsntioned Nakarattar. It suggests that such
a community was kept in high respect in these days. = As things
stands at present, the major community around Mitilaipatti is
Nattuk Kottaic Cettiyar otherwise called as Nakarattar. It
would be natural on the part of the poet to mention about the
major community of the locality. Further such people had
encouraged Kujuva Natakam very much.

The difference between the rich and the poor was there.
The poor had to extend their hands to the rich. They were the
overlords of everywhere. So the poor had to submit to the wishes
of the rich. Always the poor seemed to be at service to them
and found ready to serve at their back and call® The social
position was such that the poor had to obey the rich, Even
then they were shown out as happy and contented.

It could not be said that the working class was utterly
neglected by the society. When the Kuluvan divided the birds,
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he allotted shares to the black-smith. carpenter and gold-smith
also. He reminded of their good services to the society. Anyway
it was a society partitioned with compartments of community,
labour. etc.

The mountianeous tribes like Kuluvan, Kuravan etc. had,
rare connections with these living in the other parts. They had
their connections only in the arts of magic, foretelling, folk-
performances etc. For medical purpose also their help was
sought for. Ordinarily they were hunting and had little or less
relations with others.

People had good faith in God. The ruler was the devotee
of Lord Civan. The mountianeous tribes worshipped Lord
Murukan. He was honoured by them since he had married
Valli who belonged to the Kurava tribe. They celebrated him
as a hunter because he approached Valji in the guise of a hun-
ter to deceive her and then to marry as to the desxre of sage
Naratar

There are two types of Gods They are Civan, Tirumal,
Murukap etc. Who are higher in rank and so called as ‘Perun-
teyvam’. Gods like Karuppannan, Karatipperuma], Mankaic
Cetticci, Muttammai etc. are ranked lower and called by the
name ‘Ciruteyvam’. Both these types were worshipped by the
people in those days with equal respect. Saivism was the popu-
lar religion. Karuppaggpan was respected more than any other
ciruteyvam. Mostly religious minded people are orthodoxical.
Such a nature could be expected of those people also. Saiva
Siddhanda Philosophy was liked by them. Kujuva Natakam
was designed in such a way to expone metaphortically this Philo-
sophy.

Epics were famous in those days. There are so many epi-
cal and puranic references in this Kujuvam. In order to ensure
easy grasp of what he is saying, the poet has used the names of
epical characters as similes. Religion had its important share
in deciding important matters that are happening in the prevai-
ling society.

In short the society described in this Kuluvam was full of
disparities and diﬂ.‘erenpes. Amidst such differences the people
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had tried to live happily and peacefully. Religion had its big
share in organising and shaping the social life of the pcople.

Philosophical Contents

' Man was pressed hard with extsrnal problems. The excru-
ciation made him feel worried and so something unwilling may
tend to happen. He should be strengthened to face problems.
when man was stepped up in materialism he could not satisfy
himself in his needs. Religious and philosophical idealogies
could tame his mind to accept failures and bear agomnies. He
could sustain any amount of difficulties by developing his spirit-
ual strength. So he was trained in the way of religion. Some-
times religion would be advantageous for a few to decline a lot.
In such situations it would prove as something dangerous and
harmful to the society. That should be avoided. Anyway spi-
ritual strength has got its own value. Multifarious problems of
materialistic life can find solutions through spiritual means. So
thinkers ordained religious philosophies which are very dificult
to understand and follow by common people. In order to make
them easy certain methods are being adopted by scholars and
poets. It may be considered that Kuluvam is one such method
to inculcate the Saiva Pailosophy of God, Soul and Matter.
They are termed as pati, pacu and pacam.

The birds are the souls. The open ficlds represent matter.
A wise teacher or saviour has to impart knowledge so that they
can attain salvation. The Kuluvan serves ths purpose of the
saviour otherwise called as ‘Gnana Gurw’. If man is redeemed
of his guilts he would reach the fset of God. Such a philoso-
phical impulse is vexy clear in Kogtar Nainar Kujuva Natakam.

Historical Notes

To some extent certain historical facts are well knowan from
this Kuluva Natakam. Cinna Mazkipan of Mitilai, Marutupag-
tiyar of Civakankai, Vijaya Rakunata Tevar of Cirumaturai and
Vatuka Natar of Marava Natu were contemporaries. Alakiya
Cirrampalakkavirzyar in the Court of Cinna Makipan was the
grand-son of the famous poet of the same name who had lived
when Tirumalai Nayakkar ruled Madurai. There was place
during the time of Cinna Makipan and he had developed sweet
relationship towards the neighbouring countries. Deep enquiry
may suggest more facts.

@ BIT»—3
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Style

Cinna Makipan Kuluva Natakam is built up of songs and
poems of various kinds. They are sweet to sing and pleasant to
hear. They can attract even the ordinary people. What the
poet wanted to impart were all ‘given out in simple style. More-
over it is impressive. It could help the author to achieve his
object in view.

Spoken language is used by the poet in many places. Words
are used as they were spoken by the people in those days. Three
is nothing ambiguous in any one of the usages. Sanskrit words
are mixed in abundance. They do not appear unnatural or arti-
ficial since in those days people were very common in using
them. Sweet sounding words are added to suit the contents.
Sometimes words are high sounding as to the necessity of the
contexts. By using certain folk-techniques the author had tried
to intensify his ideas. They are really effectivc. Though liter-
ary embellishments and beauties are less in this Kuluvam it had
not failed its audience in its attractions.

Dramatisation

Only three characters took part in the action. Many of the
events had to be shown out in singing than in action. When
singing they had to reveal out their feelings. The spectators
had to form mental pictures of the events taken place. Kulu-
vam was a folk-play to make people merry. With limited reso-
urces it had to be performed.

Place of Kuluvam in Tamil

Kuluvam is a form suited for a street-show. Its area is
very limited. It had attracted a particular set of people belong-
ing to a particular place. The theme of it svits only to a small
circle of people belonging to a particular period. Its boundary
is limited by space and time. So it could not widen itself, to
other places and could not swim forward crossing the passage of
time. When and where it was written and acted, it had its value
of pleasing people. Kuluvam has got timely importance with
local values. It has got its own little share in enriching Tamil
language and literature as a dramatic genre with individual qua-
lities.

¥
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