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MALHANASTAVA
By
MALHANA
(with the commentary of Decayamatya),

Edited by
Srr T. CHANDRASEKHARAN, M.A., L.T.,

Curator, Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras.

Malhanastava, swhich is now printed is in praise of Lord Siva.
This is one of the five Sivastotras called Sivapaficastavi, This work
contains 37 verses in Vasantatilaka metre. It is called Malhanastava
since it is composed by one Kavi called Malhana.

This work is accompanied by the erudite commentary of Decaya-
matya about whom details can be had from Volume VII, No. 2 of this
Bulletin. The present edition is based on the undermentioned manu-
seripts.

1. (¥) Paper manuscript 84 X 6} inches in size. It consists of
3 pages of 33 lines to a page. It is written in Telugu script and
complete. It bears D. No. 11085.

2. (@) Pelm leaf manuscript 13 X 13 inches insize. It consists
of 18 pages of 6 lines to a page. It is written in Grantha character
and complete. It bears D. No. 11084,

3. () Palm leaf manusecript 163 x 1} inches in size. It contains
8 pages of 6 lines to a page. It is written in Telugu script and
complete. It bears D. No. 11086.

4, (‘ET) Palm leaf manuscript 84 X 11 inches in size. It consists of
6 pages of 9 lines to a page. It is complete and written in Telugu
seript. It is preserved under D. No. 11087.

5. (8) Pa'm leaf manuseript 10§ x 1 inches. It contains
10 pages of 5 lines to a page. It is complete and in Telagu script.
It bears D. No. 11088.

6. () Palm leaf manuseript 13} X 1} inches. It contains
6 pages of 8 lines to a page. It is complete and written in Telugu
serips. It is preserved under D, No. 11090,
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7. (3) Palm leaf manusgript 163 X 13 inches. It consists of
25 pages of 6 lines to a page. It is complete and written in Telugu
soript. It is under D. No. 11091,

8. () Palm leaf manuscript 93 X 1} inches in size, It consists of
pages 9 of lines 5 to a page. It is complete and written in Telugu
seript, It bears D. No. 11092,

9. (%) Palm leaf manuscript 16} X 1§ inches in size. It contains
7 pages of 8 lines to a page. The text herein is accompanied by
Decayamatya’s commentary. It breaks off in the course of 7th stanza.
It is written in Telugu script. It bears D. No. 11094,

10. () Palm leaf manuscript 8% X 2 inches ig size. It contains
52 pages of 8 lines to a page. It contains Kannada meaning also,
It is complete and written in Kannada script. It is preserved under
D. No. 11095.

11. (2) Palm leaf manuscript 163 x 13 inchesin size. It contains
9 folios of 6 lines to a page. It is incomplete and in Telugu seript.
It bears R. No. 177 (f).

12. (3) Palm leaf manuscript 113 x 1} inchesinsize. It contains
1 page having 5 lines on it. It contains only two stanzas and isin
Nandinagari script. It is preserved under D. No. 11089,

13. (%) Palm leaf manuscript 16} x 13 inches insize. It contains
31 pages of 8 lines to a page. Both Decaydmitya’s commentary and
the text are available in this bundle. It is complete and written in
Telugu seript. It is preserved under D. No. 11093. The press-copy
of this edition was prepared from this copy.

14. (§.9.) A printed copy of the text only published in Telugu
geript in the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library with Telugu
No. 522,
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MUNIMOLI
Edited by
Vipvin-V. S. KRISHNAN.,

This isg} short treatise in thirty verses on the Voga system of
philosophy. It gives a short account of the nature and value of
Astangayogas by practising which one will be able to get eight Siddhis
'as well a3 the oternal salvation. The experience of a muktz (the man
who obtains eternal salvation) is also stated herein.

It is understood that this treatise may be the work mentioned as
MUNIMOLI in the following verse of Auvaiydr:—

“Caan gpess SoEieT Lopipya)
aparnt 8 apaiGuomiPuyio—
From the first stanza of this work it is understood that the disciple of
Agastyamuni might have taken notes of his preachings and composed

them as a treatise. Since this work consists of tkirty verses, it is also
called Munimoli-muppatu.

This work is based on a palm-leaf manuscript preserved in the
Government Oriental Manuseripts Library, Madras, described under
No. 1415 of Triennial atalogue of the Tamil anuscripts.
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KARUNAKARA MALAL

Edited by
Puravar M. PASUPATHI.

The present work, known by the name Karunikaramalai, consists of
38 verses in Kattalai-K-Kalitturai in the form of Stotris. From the last
verse we understand that its author is one, Muttu-p-pulavar, who lived
in Kumbhakonam. He appears to have been a great poet well-read in
all the Ithihasas and Purdnas. The verses are in praise of Karunimbika,
the presiding dietyoof Avinadi in Coimbators district. The verses are
in simple style. Some of the mistakes found in the manuscript have
been corrected as far as possible. Those who repeat this cluster of
verses daily will get the blessings of the (oddess and achieve their
besires.

Tt is based on a single palm-leaf manuscript of this library,
dearing R. No. 4273, which is full of mistakes and alsc very much
injured.
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SRI PRASANNA VENKATESVARA VILASAMU.

Edited by
Viovix V. R. ACARYA, B.0.1.

Sri Prasanna Venkatsévara Vilasamu is a piece of Yakgaginam,
written by Dalavayi Thimma Bhiipala. Yaksaginam is something like
a mono acting drama full of music and dance. The story relates to the
marriage of Lord Prasanna Venkatéévara of Rayadurg with a local
dancing girl Kalavati. At the first instance Kalavathi falls in love
with lord Prasanna Venkatésvara, when he comes out in a ceremonial
procession through the streets of Rayadurg beautifully decorated. She
aspires for her marriage with the Lord and after strenous efforts
sucoeeds in fulfilling her object, in spite of her mother’s objection, to
whom she vividly describes the great qualities of the Lord and con-
vinces her. The play concludes with the union of Kalavati with Lord
Venkatédvara.

The Rasa of this Yaksagina is Srigira and its development in the
different stages is done in an unique manner. The expressions, idioms
sentiment and feelings are worth noting.

The introductory portion of this piece reveals the author as Thimma
Bhiipala of Dalavayi dynasty, son of Venkata Dharadhipati and Lat-
camm3i and grandson of Konéti Nrpati of Rayadurg. It is further said
that he is a devoted desciple of Sri Viraraghava Guru, son of Venkata-
varada Désika and  grandson of Kamala Kumira Koti Kanyidanam
Tirumala Tatacarya of Etiiru.

'The above said Peda Konéti Nrpati (Nayak) First, king of Penukonda.,
(1635 A.D.) then of Kundurti (1652 A.D.) and of Riyadurga (1661
A.D.) was a Balija by caste, having the surname};Vanarasi. His father
Kastiri Nayak and grand father beicama Nayak had enjoyed high
favour with the fallen kings of Vijayanagar who were ruling at

1 See the Qazateer of Bellary Disirict und Mackenzie Local Tracts, Volumes
154, 390, 296, 270 and 299.
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Candragiri. Konati Nayak himself had married the daughter of (appar:

ently the fruit of left handed marriage) Araviti Vira Venkatapati
Rayalu of Vijayanagar family. This social advaneement brought him
many enemies who put him to shame.

Pasurams of the Tamil Divya Nalayira Prabandam and others.—The
same Anubhiiti, this author had also longed for. As aresulf of this,
innate devotion towards Sri Prasanna Venkatéévara might have
sprung out in the form of the present work. Here the author clearly
expresses his heartfelt eagerness for attaining Moksa, and his desire to
embrace the Almighty eternally expressing through the medium of Kala-
vati, who is none other than his own self. Secondly, in order to make
others share this fruit of Eternal Bliss, the author presents his experi-
ences in a simple popular poetical form which could be enjoyed, under-
stood, appreciated, and adopted by any layman, This piece, though
gerving as a source of enjoyment in the common sense, inculeates the
Prapanna Yoga or Bhakti calt in the ordinary man. which finally leads
to Moksa. This work is dedicated to Sri Prasanna Venkaté§vara of
Rayadurga himself.

This learned and ssintly king lived in the latter part of the 17th
century and in the early part of the 18th century. He did not rule
the country to the end of his life, but after assigning the throne to his
brother, Venkatapati Nayak (in about 1723 A.D.) had a devotional life.

Noting this, for the sake of peace and quiet in the country and for
satisfying his wife and daughter, Vira Venkatapati Rayalu, eventually
bestowed Konéti Riju with the Governership of Penugonda together
with some distinguished honours and offered him the title of *¢ Dala-
vayi”. From this time onwards the family was called as ¢ Dalavayi

Dynasty .

Konsti Nayak was succeeded by his son Venkatapati Nayak and was
followed by his younger son Pedda Timmappa (the present author),
Thimma Bhiipala wasnot only an able ruler but also a learned seholar,
and a poet having command over the three languages Sanskrit, Telugu,
and Kannada (as evident from this work). Further, he was mentioned
a8 a person of philosophical temperament more devoted to Lord Sri
Prasanna Venkai&svara. He was a Vaispavaite and his innate Bhakti
towards Visnu would have induced him to write this Yakgagina on the
resident shrine of Rayadurga. Asthe main feature, all the Vaisnavaite
Saints and Bhaktas felt the Nayika-Nayaka Anubhfiti with Lord Viggu,
(1733 A.D).
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The following Genealogical table could be drawn for information
from the sources available in this work, Mackenzie Local Records, and
the Gazateer of Bellary District in relation of this Dalvayi dynasty to
the Vijayanagar kings :—

! IV ARAVIDU DYNASTY,
Bukka

|
Rama Raya
8ri Ranga Raya
!

| |
Aliya Rama Raya Tirumala Raya (1570-71) Veﬁka,{;é,dri,
(1542-64). (S.8. 1490-793).
|

I I !
Rri Rangs (1572-1585)  Rama Raya.  Venkata 1I (1586-1614)
(S.8. 1494-1510). | (S.S. 1510-32).

| |
Peda Tirumala. Sri Ranga.
|

| !
Peda Venkata ITI (1630-1642) Cing Venkata.
(S.S. 1554-1565) (m) (Bho-

gangana).
Uddlamba
(married) Peda Koneti Nayak. (Son of Kasturi Nayak and grand-
son of Vanarasi Cencama
Niayak).

|
Venkatappa Nayak (1670-1700)
(married) Latcamma.

|
Peda Tillnmappa, Nayak Venkatapati Nayak
(1700-1723) (Author of (1723-1746).
the present work) (died
on 1732).

I
Venkatapatbi Nlﬁ,ya.k (1732-46).

I |
Konéti Na;lra.k (1746- Rajagopala Niyak Timmappa Nayak (1757-
1753). (1754-1756). 1777).

Venkatapati Nayak (1777-1787).
Timmappa Nayak (1788-99).

Rajagopdla Nayak (1799-1300 A,D.).
In 1800 A.D, the kingdom eame under the British rule,
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This work is a species of indigenous or D&§i drama. This kind of
composition is classified as Madhurakavitd in the field of Telugu
literature. These are invariably written in popular style as the purpose
of this class of literature is mainly to entertain the commonfolk and
illiterate masses of the country, who are capable of appreciating more
the sentiment than the literary expression. As such it is moge valuable
from the psychological point of view. The musical aspect'dealt with
here is also noteworthy in response to the pleasure that it provides to
the commonfolk. At the same time th> scientific knowledge, the
author possesses in the art, is much appreciable.

This work has been edited from a single palm-leaf manuscript in the
library bearing No. R. 888.  This is a complete work though injured,
The size of the manuscript is 16}" X 13" containing 18 folios of [ lines
each. The mode of writing is fair, but contains mistakes. This was

presented by the Maharaja of Pithapuram in 1928.

Considering the above, the Telugu scholars would not fail to
inveatigate into this forgotten but important branch of literature in
Madhurakavita to which belongs Yaksagina which enjoyed its golden
age during the time of the Tanjore Nayak kings and Maratta Rulers,
rich with Telugu efpressions, idioms, common sayings, countrywide
usages, giving full expressions to the different aspects of the Telugu
sectarian beauties of life, abundance of which is available as a hidden
treasure unexplored in the massive shelves of this Library.
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OTTAKKOL PIDITTAM

Edited by
Sr1 A, GOPALA MENON.

The military institution and its peculiar types of physical feats
that dominated the ancient society of Kérala were highly apprecia-
ted even by foreigners. One who gets proper instructions in this art
and gains good experience in the important eighteen customs, i.e.,
Otiram (@swloe), Katakam (&Sao), etc., can alone resist many rivals
in the battle. Weapons, viz., swords, sticks, clubs, etc., are used in
this art, There are also some feats in which mere single hand is
used instead of weapons.

The present work is describing the fencing with a stick which is
also useful in defending oneself from opponents. Publishing books
on these subjects in their original literature will help to eheck the
rapidly vanishing conditions of the art of Kérala.
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