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PREFACE

The text of the present work, Timur Nama, has been prepared
by me from the two ma.nuscrlpts available in the Government
Oriental Manuscripts lerary. Madras. Both the manuscrlptl were
erroneous and defective at a number of places. The errors etc.,
have been rectified by me in the foot notes

The author of the work, Abdull?a:h Hatifi, is a famous
Persian poet. His epic poems—Layli-wa-Majnun, Khusraw-wa-Shirin,
Haft Manzar and Timur Nama—written in imitation of Nizami’s
epics, are quite well-known. Following the model of Nizami’s
Khamsa, he started Futihat-i-Shahi in order to complete hig
quintette, but death did not allow him to write more -than
a thousand verses.

He was the nephew (sister’s son) of the far more celebrated
poet, Abdar Rahman Jami. Abadullah Hatifi was born in Jam, a
town in the Hirat division, and died there in 927 A.H. (1521 A.D.)

Hatifi’s heroic poem, Timur Nama, narrates all the campaigns
and achievements of Timgr-i-Lang (known to Europeans as
Tamerlane) including the invasion of India. The narrative comes
to an end with the death of Timur.

Seizing this opportunity, I express my thanks to the autho-
rities of the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library for lending
me the manuscripts to prepare a press copy of the work, and
also my gratefulness to the Syndicate of the University of

Madras for arranging for the publication of this volume under its
auspices.

UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS ]

CHEPAUK, MADRAS. - A. S. U'SHA’
9th October 1958. J
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