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The three day 19th all India dairy industry
conference began at the Kalaivanar Arangam on
I1th February, 1983.

Thiru M. G. Ramachandran, Chief Minister
of Tamil Nadu inaugurated the conference and
stressed the need for accelerating the process of

milk revolution to improve the standards of health
of the people.

T.he Chicf minister said Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment is attaching utmost importance to promoting
dairy production and he was happy that it had
brought under the cooperative fold most of the
milk producers. Nearly 11 lakh milk producers
have been organised. He thanked the national
Dairy Development Board for helping dairy
development in Tamil Nadu.

Thiru K. A. Krishnasamy, Minister for Rural
Industries,inaugurating the Exhibition organised in
connection with the conference said that Tamil
Nadu was in the forefront of organising the dairy
sector. Nearly 809, of the milk produced was
previously in the unorganised sector. Because of
the efforts undertaken by the Tamil Nadu Govern-
-ment and the setting up of cattle colonies in
Madras and Madurai there had been a sea change
and the dairy sector which had become one of the
best organised and most modern in the whole
country he said.

. Hesaid that the increase of the milk market
" in Madras city from 80,000litres in 1972 to 3,30,000
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litres in 1983, the establishment of 25 automatic
milk vending booths in the city, the establishment
of dairy farms in various places, bringing the dairy
activities in 9 districts under district milk producers
union, these and other measures had placed
Tamil Nadu on the milk map of India.

* The Minister said that Tamil Nadu wanted to
expand further the cooperative umbrella and to
increase milk procuring facilities.

A major portion of the financial aid came
from Operation Flood to funds released by the
Indian Dairy Corporation and the State’s planned
resources also were mobilised to give an impetus
to the Operation Flood programme, he said.

Dr. V. Kurien, Chairman of the  National
Dairy Development Board, complimented Tamil
Nadu principally for bringing under the coopera-
tive fold the milk producers and for its efforts to
eliminate middlemen who cornered profits and
hiked prices depriving the producers on the one
hand and the consumers on the other.

Thiru P. H. Bhatt, President, Indian Dairy
Association, presided over the function.

Selvi M.S.Ramesh, Secretary to Government,
Agriculture Department welcomed the delegates

-who had come from all over India in large numbers.

Thiru A. M. Swaminathan, Secretary-General

© of the Reception Committee, proposed a vote of

thanks.
—G. BHASKARAN
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A M.Swaminathan, I.A.S.,
Commissioner for Milk Production and Dairy develop-

ment.

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE: tment |
’ * Development activities in the State.

Dairy Development activity in Tamil Nadu dates
back to the 1920s when the State Cooperative Department

started organising Milk Codperative societies. India’s
first Cooperative Dairy with processing facilities was
established in Madras city in 1927. Gradually hundreds
of Milk: Supply Societies were formed in the villages to
channalise the supply of Milk and a number of Supply
Unions were also formed to undertake urban milk dis-
tribution. These societies were given financialassistance

for the purchase of milch cattle and the Unions were:

given technical andfinancialassistance for setting up pro-
cessing facilities and organising transportfleets. In 1958,
the State Dairy Development Department was establi-
shed and it embarked upon large scale dairy development
activities. It set up, with the aid from New Zealand
under the Colombo Plan, a cattle colony at Madhavaram
and also a Dairy to process 50,000 litres of Milk per day.
Later another Dairy was set up with the assistance from
UNICEF to handle 50,000 litres of Milk perday at
Madurai. Further a large number of chilling centres
were also established and organised, marketing of milk
was undertaken in Madras and Madurai Cities. The
commercial activities of the State Dairy Development
Department were taken over by the Tamilnadu Dairy
Development Corporation in 1972. The Corporation’s
activities grew in volume and in variety during the next
9 years and it became a major change agent under the
Operation Elood I programnie. The department also
increased its role through activities under the various
Five year plans. During this period instead of concen-
trating on dist:ibution of milk in urban areas, steps were
also taken to improve rural milk production by providing
the necessary technical inputs. In 1980 the Government
took a policy decision to reorganise Cooperative Dairy
Development under the 3 tier Anand pattern and ordered
the formation of Milk Producers’ Federation Unions and
Societies. Consequently, the Dairy Development Cor-
poration was converted as the apex Federation with
membership consisting of the Government and the
various District Cooperative Milk Producer’s Unions.
Apart from forming new producers’ societies, the exis-
ting supply societies are also being converted into pro-
ducers’ societies. .

The present stage of Dairy Development activities
in Tamilnadu and future prospects are briefly .setout

below. Certain salient statistics are given in the Annex-

ure.

This Department is in overall charge of Dairy
The Commissioner -
for Milk Production and Dairy Development is the head
of the department. He acts as theRegistrarsofCoopera-
tive Societies as far as the Dairy Cooperative are concer-
ned. The Statutory functions of the Registrars are dis-
charged through 11 Deputy Registrars (Dairying) in
the Districts and one jointRegistrarsattheHeadquarters.
In the areas which are not included under the Operation
Flood-11 programme (6 districts) the Department is
carrying on developmental activities on the same pattern
as the Federation. There are at present 7 Milk procure-
ment Teams to organise new Milk Cooperatives and 12
Veterinary teams to render veterinary aid to the members.
Under the Plan Schemes, Government subsidies are
available to the societies for the purchase of milk testing
equipments, forms, registers, etc, 'Loan-cum-subsidies
are available for putting up buildings for the societies
and for the purchase of milk coolers, transportation
vehicles, etc. Under the Sixth Five Year Plan, the
department proposes to establish 2 dairies of 50,000
litres a day capacity in Tirunelveli (State Plan) and Rama-
nathapuram (DPAP) Districts. ~Eurther, 2 chilling
centres of 10,000 litres a day capacity are also being put
up in Pudukotai and Thanjavur Districts.

A new apex Federation was formed on 1.2.1981. °
It has taken over the activies of the erstwhile Corporation
and has expanded on the same. . Itis incharge of imple-




mentation of the Operation Flood-1I proéramme in the
State.

As per Anand pattern all the 15 districts in the State
have got District Milk Producers’ Unions. Of these,
9 districts are covered under Operation Flood-II pro-
gramme. Under this programme costing about Rs.42

_crores, the following major activities are envisaged-

1. The total number of societies will go up from the
existing 2568 to 4550.

The present coverage of 3 lakh milch animals under
Veterinary care will be enhanced to 13 lakhs. Of
these, about 48 percent would be covered under the
artificial insemination programme for quality up-
gradation.

The milk processing capacity will be raised from the
7.7 lakh litres perday to about 14 lakhs litres per
day, by putting up new dairies at Ooty and Coimba-
tore and expanding the dairies of Madras, Erode,
Salem, Madurai and Vellore. ;

Powder production capacity will be increased by 10
tonnes perday by expanding the Erode plant.

One more cattle feed plant of 100 tonnes a day capa-
city will be put up at Madurai.

- Milk procurement will go up from the present 3.5
lakhs litres perday to about 10.9 lakhs litres per day.

Milk marketing will be organised in all the Class-I
cities in the State and all class-11I cities in the project
area.

Ooty to produce Frozen Semen from Jersey cows, a
Frozen Semen station for buffaloes will be set up at
Erode.

In. addition to the existing Nucleus Jersey Farm at

As 2 result of the above about Rs.73 crores would b¢
pumped into the rural areas every year benefitting
about 10 lakh farmers.

9.

Apart from the above, certain special projects are
also being implemented by the Fedration under the
Drought Prone Area Programme. A Dairy to handle 1
lakh litres of milk with a 10 tonne powder plant is being
set up in Dharmapuri District. Under the Hill Area
Development programme and with the assistance from
_the Operation Flood-II funds a 50,000 litres dairy with a
cheese plant is being set up in Nilgiris District. Under
the Integrated Rural Development Programme large
scale assistance is being given to the poorer sections of
the community for the purchase of milch cattle and to
various societies and Unions for establishment of infras=
tructure facilities to handle more milk. ~Under the special
Animal Husbandry programme, about 5000 calves every
year are being enrolled for grant of subsidy for calf
Tearing by small farmers and agricultural labourers.
2Tg)t&l() number of calves benefitted so far is about

The Federation is in charge of the Metropoli-
tan dairies at Madhavaram and Ambattur and also the
two Cattle Feed Plants at Madhavaram and Ambur. It
markets fluid milk in Madras city and suburbs at the
rate of about 3.3 lakh litres perday. Further it markets
products like butter, ghee, milk powder etc., all over
India under the famous brand name of AAVIN. Its
turnover in 1982 was of the order of Rs.51 crores.

The State Government has laid a great emphasis
on dairy development. Dairying constitutes the most
important of farm activity and provides a large number
of opportunities for gainful employment and additional
income to the weaker sections of the society. Coopera-
tive Dairy Development under the Anand pattern is
certain to become a powerful agency for rural develop-
ment and the State Dairy Development Deaprtment is
. committed to make a success of the same.



_ The year 1982 opened badly
with poor South West 'monsoon
which failed practically in the whole
of the State. Most of the
irrigation wélls"have touched very
low level and a large number of
irrigation tanks have failed to
receive supplies. The storage levels
in the major reservoirs of the State
are low when compared to the
previous year. The Mettur reser-
voir did not fill up at all at any time

Drought conditions have come
to prevail in all the districts of the
State even though the intensity of
the drought differs from place ‘to
place. The most unsatisfactory
feature of this year’s drought is that
Thanjavur district, called the
granary of South India, which
normally escapes the clutches of the
drought situation has also been
severely affected.

during 1982 and now is holding:

4-6 TMC. .

Consequently there 1s conside-
_rable short fall in the area under
cultivation of various crops result-
ing in substantial loss of production.
The agricultural and allied opera-
tions have also touched the lowest
¢bb. This has resulted in wide-
spread rural unemployment and
consequent loss of income to far-
mers and agricultural wage earning
population. Drinking water has
been the first to be adversely affect-
ed by the drought conditions in the
rural and urban areas including
Madras City:

The Government have sanc-
tioned a sum of Rs. 3.16 crores for
deepening of public drinking water
wells. A sum of Rs. 10 lakhs has

been sanctioned for construction of -

ring wells and mini-wells in the
coastal areas. A sum of Rs. 5

lakhs has been sanctioned for trans-
portation of water through lorries.

Sanction has been accorded for.

incurring an expenditure of Rs. 8
crores for labour-oriented works
in the drought affected areas in the
districts for major and minor irri-
gation tanks and formation of new
earthern roads. The amount has

detailed below :

Name of the district

Chengalpattu
North Arcot
South Arcot
Dharmapuri
Salem

Periyar
Coimbatore
Nilgiris
Madurai
Tiruchirapalli

Thanjavur (non-delta
areas only)

Pudukkottai
Ramanathapuram
Tirunelveli

Kanniyakumari

been disbursed to the districts as §

Amount
allotted

(Rs. inlakhs)

178
171
98
40
-61
31
31

87
102

17
92.85

125
33.50
14

1085.35

Amount yet to be allotted

to the districts ..

Total

45.65 £

1131.00




An amount of Rs. 1.50 crores
has been sanctioned for construc-
tion of separate feeder lines to the
water supply head works of the
Municipalities, Town Panchayats
and Village Panchayats to provide
continuous power supply. The
Tamil Nadu Water Supply & Drai-
nage Board have so far sunk 7529
bore wells at a cost of Rs. 17.50
crores. To relieve drinking water
scarcity in Madras City, the Madras
Metropolitan Water Supply &
Sewarage Board had incurred an
expenditure of Rs. 2.03 crores. In
addition to this, the Government

have sanctioned loan assistance of .

Rs. 1.50 crores to the farmers for
sinking 1000 filter point tube wells
in the tail-end areas of Thanjavur
district to protect the standing
samba crops.

situation in-the State. The Chief

So far, the Government have Secretary held another meeting on
sanctioned Rs. 33.84 crores for 12-10-1982 and on 15-10-1982 the

drought rélief measures.

State Government made the follow-
ing requests to the Government of

Proposals for remission of land India :—

revenue, additional water cess, water
cess etc., are under consideration
of the Government. If necessary,
local bodies would be advised to
order remission of local cess and

surcharge.

The Government ‘have been
taking all possible steps to provide
relief to the people affected by the
drought and have been closely
watching the situation in the State.
The adverse seasonal conditions
were discussed at the Collectors’
Conference held on 18-8-1982. The
position was also reviewed periodi-
cally at the ministerial and the offi-
cial levels. The Chief Secretary
discussed the situation on 26-8-1982
with the officials concerned. On
27-9-1982 the Government of India
were apprised of the gravity of the

(a) the Karnataka Government
be persuaded to release to
this State immediately at
least 20 TMC to ward off-
failure of the Samba crop ;

. (b) a drought relief team be

alerted to visit this State
to assess the situation and
make necessary recommen-
dations in case of delay/
failure of the North-East
monsoon ;

(c) release of foodgrains at the °

level of 85,000 tonnes ' of
rice, 60,000 tonnes of wheat
for roller flour mills and
10,000 tonnes of wheat for
the. public distribution sys-
tem per month ; and

(d) assistance for the imme-
diate procurement of at-
least 20 drilling rigs.

The Chief- Minister also met

.the Prime Minister of India in this
regard and presented his letter dated -

17-10-1982 reiterating the above
requests.

If both the monsoons are tlmely

and are vigorous, there is' good:

“agricultural production in the State
and farmers are prosperous with a
good return from their lands. Slight

deficiency in rainfall in certain parts '

would not seriously affect the eco-
nomy of the State taken as a whole.
But if two successive monsoons are
erratic, the entire economy is thrown
out of gear.

At the meeting held on 12-1-83
presided over by the Minister for
Revenue, after making an assess-
ment of the situation, it was decided
that an outlay_of Rs. 190 crores
would be required towards drought
relief works. The Government of
India were informed about the esti-
mated requirement of Funds, in the
Telex message on 13-1-1983. As
per recommendations of the Seventh
Finance Commission, the State
Government are required to present
a detailed Memorandum in accord-
‘ance with the guidelines prescribed
by the Government of India, with
detailed Annexures furnishing dis-
trict-wise figures of extent of un-
cultivated lands] out-turn, popula-
tion affected, v111ages affected etc.
All these particulars were_collected,
compiled and a detailed memoran-
dum was prepared and presented to
the Government of India on 24-1-83.
The visit of the Central Team to
make an on the spot assessment of
the situation is expected spon. ;

from white befere’
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The historic launching function was comme- ’
F ‘morated by gifting watches to a number of

useful schemes, such as teachers adjudged best.
in the-funning of - the Chief Minister’s’ Nutritious

Noon Meals -Scheme, Sports Men and Women from .
‘Tamil. Nadu who have distringuished themselves-'
and (best electronic students in the Engineering jcolley
‘lgesti in our State €tc. . i '

Thiru M.G.Ramachandran, Chief Minister . of
Tamilnadu, launching the quartz digital watches manu-
factured by Elcot on 4.2.83 at Rajaji Hall, advised the
Corporation to orient the manufacture of watches ona
cottage industry basis to enhancetheemployment poten-
tidl. He said that he would like a direct employment
of atleast 1500 from an investment of Rs.1 crore. :

Thiru S.Thirunavukkarasu, Minister for Industries
presided over the function. On behalf of Elcot, the
Industries Minister sold the first watch to the Chief
Minister. 5

g

Thiru D.Sridharan, Chairman and Managing Direc-
tor of Elcot welcomed the gathering and said that the
Corporation would ¢arn Rs.6 crores with the sale of
the watches. Initially it would mapufacture only 50,000 "=
watches and.subsequently increase it to two lakhs. » e




This is an age ’oi eEectromcs. “There is, perhéips

no sphere of human activity to-day which has not felt
the tremendous impact of the advancing pace of techno-
logy of electronics. Electronics has a vital role to play,
be it in the most complicated spacecrafts like Columbia
Space Shuttle or be it in satellite communicaticn,
advanced communication net-work, instrumentation:in

various industries for: obtaining precision and high

quality production of the end produce or in the enter-
tainment field like Television, Transistcr Radios,
Video-recorder, etc. More specifically, in the sphere of
watches, Digital Electronic Watches (DEW), - which
made their appearance hardly a decade ago, have
grown in immense proportion in the quantum of out-
put, sophistication, innumerable functions not even
dreamt of in the earlier generaticns of mechanical
watches. Of the estimated world production of watches
of the order of 20 crores pieces at present over 60°/, is
in the form of DEW. The proportion is even higher in
countries like Japan, Hongkong, etc. The production of
mechanical watches may altogether cease even by the
end of the 1980’s. The situation in India, however, is
quite the contrary;the production of mechanical watches
is predomi-ant and almost the entire production of 5
million pieces per annum is of mechanical watches only.
ELCOT’s pioneering venture to produce DEW is the
first among the 13 State Electronics Corporations and the
HindustanMachine Tools Factory (Ceatral Govt. Enter-
prise) licensed to produce DEW and is, therefore, unique
_in many wavs.

Electronics corporation of Tamil Nadu
(ELCOT) would be blazing a new trail in that it
would be the first Public Sector Organisation in the
whole country, among the various State Electronic
Corporations and also the Central Sector Hindustan
Machine Tools Ltd (HMT) to launch the Digital Electro-
nic Watches (DEW). Moreover, ELCOT would be
launching its genuine quartz digital watch
of superior quality and obviate the untold extensive
suffering undergone by the Indian public to-day, in
buying smuggled DEW mogt of which are spurious,

neither properly assembled nor modular in construction

and high in battery consumption.

ELCOT’S SERVICE TO THE COMMON MAN

Another unique feature of the DEW of ELCOT is
that the range would cater even to the weaker sections

of the society, as some of its DEW are priced even lower
than Rs.300/-

ELCOT watches are being produced utilizing
ELCOT skills and the renowned technology of Hitachi

snooze, chronograph, stop-watch, calendar etc. These
watches will be a great boon to the Indian consumers.

Most of the smuggled spurious watches have a
current consumption of 30 to 50 micro amps in contrast
to the ELCOT watches which wil! have a current con-
sumption of less than 2 micro-amps. The result of thisis
the increase in battery life to a magnitude of 15 to 25
times. This means that battery life of ELCOT DEW
would be as long as even 18 months as against the
spurious watches ‘draining the battery in about a
month or so.

ELCOT watches have mineral crystal glass which
is highly scratch resistant against the acrylic view glass
used in smuggled watches which are highly prone to
scratches. s

The timmer mechanism provided in ELCOT watches
helps it to be trimmed to an accuracy of less than a
second a day against spurious watches which cannot at
all be set accurately.

Quality ‘O’ rings, provided in ELCOT watches makes
it water proof which you cannot normally find in a
smuggled/spurious watch.

PRICE SUITABLE EVEN FOR ECONOMICALLY
WEAKER SECTIONS -

ELCOT has been able to bring in all these high

of Japan. Hitachi supplies modules to several renowned technical features for as low as Rs. 275/- Where the
manufacturers of watches the world over including consumer prefers very high sophistication and special
Casio, Citizen etc. features such as alarm, snooze, timer, stop-watch and
. full calendar functions, the price may go up to Rs 450/-
ELCOT watches will be guaranteed for precision or Rs. 550/-- depending on features.
and reliability. ELCOT digital watches will have long
battery life and will be water resistant, scratch proof ELCOT is the only one to give genuine guarantee
and shock proof on account of their being modular in for the watch for a.period of one year and“even after
construction. Only highly priced watches manufactured this period, highly trained technicians with their excellent
even in Japan and other countries have these features. equipment will always be there to service the watches,
) : if at all it becomes necessary.
ELCOT watches have been designed to function
effectively under Indian conditions of temperatures,
humidity etc. They also have many functions like alarm,




TEAMILNADU
'BUDGET

1983-84-

"Hon’ble Speaker Sir,

I rise to place before the House the Revised Estimate
for 1982-83 and the Budget Estimate for 1983-84, for the
approval of the House.

“ Within this widest world begirt with wide sea, if the rain
Should fail, would famine stalk aboard and torment
" it with pain »

““If rain deceives, the famine would torment the vast
world with pain even though it is surrounded by wide sea.”

This is the worldly truth clearly said by Saint Thiruvalluvar,

As a result of the failure of the monsoons last
year followed by another failure this year, the State is
facing a problem of scarcity of food, drinking water
and power. The State Government has commandeered
all its resources and directed its energies fully towards

tackling the problems, caused by natural forces on the -

. one hand and the man-made difficulties created on the
other, ali for ensuring the well-being of the people.

Failure of monsoons both last year and this
year has resulted in acute scarcity of  water
throughout the State both for drinking and agricultural
purposes, With the heavy concentration of population,
the metropolitan city of Madras is the worst affected and
the Government has been forced to take recourse to supply
of drinking water on alternate days. To augment water
supply to the city, 22 deep borewells have been drilled
to supplement the ground water. A connecting pipeline
for a length of 2.3 kilometres will also be laid for convey-
ing water from Tamaraipakkam well fields to the conduit
of Redhills. The total number of tubewells sunk in
the city has now reached over 10,200. About 130 water

_lorries are constantly filling about 1,585 water steel tanks
which have been erected mainly in the places inhabited
by the weaker sections. A scheme for tapping under-
ground water south of Thiruvanmiyur is to be taken up
at a cost of about Rs. 3 crores. Since the water supply
position in the city is undoubtedly grim, the Govern-
ment is making all out efforts to mitigate the distress
of the people. Similar relief measures to augment the
drinking water supply have also been taken up in various
towns, cities and villages in different parts of the State.

The failure of monsoons have severely affected
the agricultural operations causing-a steep fall in food
production.  If only the neighbouring State of Karnataka
_had released water in time and in adequate quantities,"
Thanjavur district, the grapnary of Tamil Nadu which .
normally escapes the clutches of a drought situation,

would not have been severely affected as has happened li. ;

[

" nuously requesting the Government of

-3
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now. But, in spite ‘of the continuous requests from this
Government, not much assistance was forthcoming from
Karnataka in this regard.

. The food situation is causing serious concern.
Hon’ble Members are aware of the various efforts made
by the Government to secure allocation of foodgrains
from the Government of India. ~As mentioned in the
. Governor’s address there has been no allocation of rice

whatsoever to the State from June 1982 onwards. The
Honourable Chief Minister recently visited Delhi to
explain the situation in person to the Central Food and
Agriculture Ministers and the Prime Minister. In order
to cover the deficit, the State Government has been conti-

i
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80,000 M.T.. of rice and 40,000 M.T. of wheat every month

from the central pool. The State Government’s efforts

to procure rice through the Civil Supplies Corporations

of the surplus states have been adversely affected because
of Government of India. There is no clearance for import
of rice from foreign countries, either. - The traders and the
Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies Corporation are forced to pro-
cure rice at a heavy price from the other States. Twenty
kilograms of rice have to be supplied, to the one crore and

seventeen lakh family card holders, every month at a’

fair price, which is lower than even the price paid for
levy rice. About 17,000 M.T. of rice are required evefy
month for feeding the children and old age pensioners
under the Nutritious Meal Programme. In'this difficult
situation, the State Government has been trying to make
do with the rice secured through the levy system to the
maximum extent possible. Tt is expected that the present
‘'stocks will last only for one of two months. At a time when
Tamil Nadu, a part and parcel of India, is experiencing
scarcity conditions in rice and while the State Govern-
ment is doing its utmost to solve the problem, I would
like to remind everybody that it is the responsibility of the
Central Government to help the State with the necessary
finances and adequate supply of foodgrains. But, it is
a matter of regret that Tamil Nadu has not so far received
any help or co-operation from the Centre, in this regard.
The State Government hopes that as a result of the
discussions, the Honourable Chief Minister had with the
Prime Minister and Union Food Minister, the centre would
come forward, at least now onwards, to solve problem
of food shortage in a proper way as quickly as possible.
But, in the meantime, the State Government has
launched an intensive drive to procure foodgrains
from all available sources in the country. Officers
of the Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies Corporation have been
sent to different  States for purchase of foodgrains.
T would like to assure the Honourable Members that the
State Government on its part, is doing everything possibie
to keep the public distribution system going and also to
provide enough foodgrains to the public in spite of the
very heavy financial commitment the State has to under-
" take in this connection,

Yet another consequence of the failure of the
monsoons is the imposition of a heavy power cut on
various categories-of consumers. As you are all aware,
Tamil Nadu Electricity Board has been forced to impose
a demand cut of 75 per cent and an energy cut of 60 per
cent on H.T. industries. The grid at the moment has
to rely entirely on thermal generation since hydel reser-
voirs, including Mettur, have been practically depleted.
This has hit the industries, the agriculturists and other
users very hard, causing a sfeep drop in production and
a heavy loss of revenue to the Government. Since the
neighbouring States »re also experiencing difficulties in
the power sector, Tamil Nadu has not been able to get
any power from them unlike in previous years. This
has worsened the situation furthei. The position will
improve only with the advent of the monsoons in the
month of June.  Till then, the State has to go through
the ordeal of a power shortage.

: 1 would strongly urge the Government of India
to approve the new power projects proposed by the. State
and to ensure uninterrupted supply of adequate quantity,

i of coal needed by the thermal unigrs.i

. Some iof the Honourable Members keep pointin
out that State Government looks to centre for anything
and everything. But Tamil Nadu Government has not.
been doing so. The Constitution and various rules
governing the powers of the Central Government
clearly indicate the areas, where the States have to approach
the Centre and the State Government has been adopting
this practice and in the absence of any response the
State Government has perforce to turn to the Centre. %
Disputes arise between the States and Centre in the .areas ¢
of governance, administration, law, justice, ecomomic
and  allied issues. This  Government  has been,
constantly stressing the need for® autonomy of the
States with adequate powers, without in anyway affecting
national integration, so that the States and the Centre
are brought together ina cordial relationship. Dominance.

" of Central Government in exercising its authority with

_between Centre and State.

regard to concurrent subjects, the interference of the
Central Government in the State subjects, the undue
interference of the Central Government to the extent
of affecting the autonomy of the State Governments
and reducing the taxation powers already enjoyed by the
State Governments have compelled the States to be
at the mercy of the Central Government. Reiterating
the rights cannot be construed as a charge.

Perarignar Anna, on the 27th June 1967, when
he replied to the general discussion in the Legislative
Council, said as below :—

<« The Centre has got a whip in its hands in the
nature of grants, because the grants are given by the
Centre at its discretion. The financial relationship, as
far as the plan amount is concerned, is to be reviewed
and reviewed urgently so that we should not be robbed
of what is our due .... the relationship between the

State and the Centre should be reviewed.* S

On the 17th June 1967 when presenting the
Budget to the Legislature, he observed thus—

“ The powers which the Central Government have
assumed in regard to mobilisation, allocation and pattern
of utilisation of resources for the Plan have reduced the
States to the status of suppliants for aid from Centre.
Though some may shrink from.discussing this issue on
account of party discipline, all those who have looked
at this problem from the purely economic angle, have
expressed regret at these trends in financial relationship
Many Chiefs of State
Governments have recognised that State Governments
cannot discharge their responsibilities in meecting - the
growing aspirations of the people for a new way of life,
unless the resource base of the States is considerably
strengthened by giving them access to growing sources
of revenue and by allocating the Plan resources on an
agreed basis leaving the States with complete freedom
to utilise them according to their judgment.*®

It should be understood by one and all, that .

the time has come and -come urgently too and with
emphasis—none can minimise that the time has now
come—when the State—Centre relationship should be
reorpanised on a more stable basis.

The Drought Situation

The State Government, has so far authorised
an expenditure. of Rs. 4563 crores to = combat
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‘the adverse seasonal conditions. « Thousands of’
borewells have been installed by the Tamil Nadu
Water Supply and Drainage Board (TWAD) in
" the rural and municipal areas from August 1982 onwards.
Simultaneously, deepening of public  drinking-water
wells has been started. Labour intensive works
have been undertaken to provide employment
opportunities to the villagers. The authorised expen-
diture mentioned above would include Rs. 7-50 crores of
loan sanctioned by Government to the primary land
devélopment banks for sinking 5,000 filter point tube
wells, in Thanjavur district ~which will go a long
way to stablise agricultural operations in the future

years also. © Work has been initiated on the
construction of separate feeder lines for water-supply
works in municipalities, town panchayats and village
panchayats. Programmes are also being taken up in
the districts for improvement of major and minor irri-
gation sources, formation of new roads, etc. Govern-
ment will not hesitate to spend whatever money is required
to alleviate the sufferings of the people.

_In spite of all the difficulties that the State
has been experiencing over a period of time as explained
above, considerable progress has been registered in
_difierent spheres of activity.

Agricultare

This is the most important sector in the State’s
economy. The Government has taken special measures
for the development of agriculture through provision
of extension facilities, better marketing and storage
facilities, supply of improved quality seeds, etc. The
Government has made the maximum use of the assistance
from Government of India for the construction of 89
rural godowns _with 1,000 M.T. capacity each. This
will help the farmers to get a higher price for their pro-
duce as they can market them at a time which is most
advantageous to them. Two seed processing units at
an estimated cost of Rs. 24 lakhs will be staited during
the next financial year as it is very essential that quality
seeds are produced and distributed to the agriculturists.
The agricultural engineering department has been actively
associated with the development and dissemination of

dry farming techniques in 212 micro watersheds covering
a total area of 4 lakh hectares. The Tamil Nadu
Co-operative Oilseeds Growers’ Federatior set up in
1981 has commenced its operations by procuring over
1,000 tonnes of groundnut from the farmers. The
Coconut Development Board, Cochin-has come forward
to improve the irrigation facilities in the Government-run
nurseries with a grant of Rs. 15 lakhs spread over three
years from the current financial year. The State
Directorate of Oilseeds has stepped up its activities in
terms. of procurement of quality seeds and it has pio-
grammed to cover 4 per cent of the area with improved
seeds during the .next financial year. Rs. 8887 crores in all
have been set apart for the Agriculture sector in 1983-84.




Animal Husbandry

The Government is keen to provide proper health
coverage, to the livestock population in the State through
a network of well-established veterinary institutions. It
is proposéd to strengthen this sector by opening 25 new
dispensaries and upgrading 3 dispensaries into veterinary
hospitals and 2 veterinary hospitals into clinician ccntres
at an estiated cost of Rs. 31.08 lakhs in the next financial
year. With the assistance of Government of India,
a frozen semen bank project costing Rs. 117-31 lakhs

" has been sanctioned for cross breeding of cattle with exotic
dairy breeds and for improvement of the quality of the
buffaloes. Under this project, 7 lakbs of breedable cattle
and buffaloes would be covered. A provision of Rs. 964
lakhs has been made, in the Budget, during the next finan-
cial year for starting an animal disease  intelligence unit

for the identification of diseases in the livestock population -

- which would enable the department to take preventive
action. A programme for intensive,health cover under
sheep development in Chengalpattu and Dharmapuri
districts will be introduced in the next financial year at
an estimated cost of Rs. 17'40 lakhs.

Dairy Development

In pursuance of the policy decision taken by the
Government to have milk procurement entrusted
only to milk co-operatives, a three tier system of primary

societies at the village level, a union at the district level ’

_and a federation at the State level has been set up. The

‘new societies are” organised on the ‘“ Anand” pattern. |
All the existing milk supply societies are being converted
to milk producers’. societies. 500 new milk producers®
co-operative societies will be set up during 1983-84. A
chilling centre capable of handling 10,000 litres of milk
per day will be started at Pattukkottai during the next
financial year at an estimated cost of Rs. 19 lakhs. Under
the Hill Area Development Programme, a sum of Rs. 55
lakhs has been sanctioned during the current year for

" establishing a dairy unit at Uthagamandalam. The

work relating to the setting up of the feeder balancing
dairy at Krishnagiri, to handle one lakh litres of milk
is in the final stage.

Co-operation

16. In spite of the continued overdue position of co-
‘operative loans, the co-operative institutions in the State
have extended credit facilities to the agriculturists and .

others to the extent possible, subject to the rules governing
the issue of such loans. As against Rs. 4.76 crores, and
Rs. 5.50 crores issued as long-term co-operative loans
by the primary land development banks in 1980-81
and 1981-82, respectively, upto December 1982 the loans
issued in 1982-83 amount to Rs. 10.50 crores. The
primary agricultural services co-operative societies have
also given Rs. 53'64 crores as short-term loans and
Rs. 10°36 crores as medium term loans upto December
1982. The credit co-operatives continue to strive to improve
the economic standard of living of the weaker sections.
About sixty-four per cent of short-term and medium-term
loans issued are for the weaker sections. It is significant to
note that the share of the weaker sections in medium-term
loans issued for undertaking subsidiary occupations like
dairying, sheep rearing, etc. is as much as 98 per cent
of the total loans issued. Loans at the concessional
rate of interest of four per cent "are given to weaker
sections engaged in small scale and cottage industries in-
cluded in the list approved by the Reserve Bank of India,
These concessional rates are also extended to LAMP co-
operative societies.

The co-operatives are running 11,159 village-level
fair price shops and they handled business to the tune of
Rs. 85 crores during 1981-82. The sales turnover by ~ all’
consumer co-operatives including wholesale stores in the
State has gone up to Rs. 211 crores duricg 1981-82.
The scheme to cover one lakh families of agriculturists
belonging to Adi Dravidar communities by enrolling one
member from each family in a service co-operative society

. to enable them to avail themselves of the credit and other



services rendered by these societies, is being continued.
Under this scheme, 20,000 agriculturists would be enrolled

during the next financial year at an estimated cost of -

Re. 20 lakhs. During 1983-84, four wholesal: co-
operative stores will be assisted for setting up of quality
testing laboratories to ensure that the consumer- get
good quality foodgrains, oil, etc. Assistance v:ll be
provided by the Government during 1983-84 fir the
construction of 200 rural godowns and five msrketing
godowns with a total capacity of 25,000 tonnes.

Fisheries

Various schemes for the development of fisheries
are under execution. To provide infrastructural facilities,
the State Government has forwarded a proposal for the
development of a landing jetty at Thondi in Ramanatha-
puram district involving an outlay of Rs. 41 lakhs. This
has been cleared by the Government of India and the work
will commence shortly. The. Government has also
approved the proposal of Tamil Nadu Fisheries Develop-
ment Corporation to establish, along with Southern Petro
Chemical Industries Corporation Limited (SPIC), a
company in the joint sector for the manufacture and mar-
keting of cultured pearls. The estimated cost of this project
will be Rs. 40 lakhs and it will involve collection of
pearl oysters, © culturing and marketing of the pearls. The
Government is also assisting the Fisheries Development
Corporation with a share capital of Rs. 20 lakhs for the
installation of an ice plant in Madras fishing harbour in
the next financial year. In order to improve fresh water

fisheries, Rs. 24-70 lakhs has been set apar{ in the next
financial year to carry out repairs to certain dams and
ponds.

Forests

The SIDA—assisted Social Forestry scheme, started
in April 1981, continues to be implemented vigorously.
A sum of Rs. 847 crores has been allotted for this scheme
in the next financial year. To protect forest wealth from
illicit cutting and to prevent unauthorised movemenfs, the
existing check post system is being further strengthened by
the addition of 18 more check posts at inter-State road
junctions, at a cost of ovei Rs. 13 lakhs during 1983-84.
In order to make children aware, even from their young
age, of the importance of forest wealth and the need to
preserve wild life, the Government has decided to supply
books on wild life and on nature conservation to school

children. _In addition, a {eolour fim on wild life,

“sanctuaries, will be taken for exhibition in schools. A
programme to take children to wild life sanctuarles
will also be initiated in the next financial year.

The Tamil Nadu Tea Plantation Corporation has
recently started exporting its own tea. It has so far
exported over 45,000 kilogrammes of tea valued at
Rs. 9°40 lakhs.

Irrigation

. During the current financial-year six new medium
irrigation schemes, viz., Golwarpatti Reservoir Scheme.
: >

(Rs. 597 lakhs) Anaikuttam Reservoir Scheme (Rs.

Kudhiraiyar Reservoir Scheme (Rs. 406 Iakhs) Kana-
koil Reservoir Scheme (Rs. 576 lakhs), and Sothu-
parai Reservoir Scheme (Rs. 791 lakhs) have been sanc-
tioned, to irrigate an additional area of about 11,656 ha.v
besides bridging a gap of 144 ha. and stabilising an extent
0f 1,766 ha. of wet ayacut. The additional food production

is expected to be 31,250 MT. In addition, 8 new
minor irrigation schemes have also been sanctioned
during the current financial year benefiting new areas of

276 lﬁkhs)’ @qai'maduvu Reservoir Scheme (Rs. 554 lakhs),

330 ha. During the next financial year 30 minor irrigation -
schemes are targetted for completion which" will benefit

an additional area of 2,530 ha.

The modernisation of Periyar-Vaigai System which

3.



is bemg melemented with World Bank aid is progressing
satisfactorily. For the next financial year, Rs. 10°50 crores
has been provided and the project is expected to be
completed by 1984. A fresh provision of Rs. 5 crores has
been made for taking up the second phase of Periyar-
Vaigai Modernisation Scheme, in the next financial year.
The allocation for the Irrigation and Flood control
sector; amounts to Rs» 10516 crores in the next
financial year.

Power

The power sector enjoys top priority in the
allocation of funds under the plan programme. Over 30
per cent of the States Sixth Plan Ouatlay is on the power
programme. The Union Planning Commission has
approved Rs. 27242 crores for the power sector during the
next financial year.  This is a little over 30 per cent of the
total plan outlay for the next financial year.:

The State has the distinction of leading all the
other States in the country in respect of energisation of
agricultural pumpsets. As on 31st December 1982, the
number stood at 9'6 lakhs. During the current financial
year, 52,564 huts have been electrified so far, bringing the
cumulative total to over 5 lakhs. During the current year
up to 31st December 1982, 17 hamlets and 16 villages
have been electrified leaving a balance of 353 hamlets
and 108 villages still to be electrified. It is expected that
they will be covered by the end of 1984-85.

Work is in progress.in the major power projects

"like Servalar (20 MW), Lowsr Mettur (120 MW), Kadam-

parai (400 MW), Kundah 'V additional unit (20 MW),

Parsons Valley (30 MW), Mettur Thermal (420 MW) and

" three micro hydel projects (16 MW) at Pykkara, Lower
Bhavani and Vaigai dams.

The Thermal generation in the State is expected
to goup from 3,374 mu. in 1981-82to about 4,160 mu.
during the current year and to 5,000 mu. in the next
financial year.

Tamil Nadu Electricity Board has run into serious
financial difficulties due to low tariff charges, increased
 maintenance cost and due to escalation in the cost of
implementing the projects. - The increase in the cost of
coal and oil has further worsened the situation. The

| recent announcement by the Government of India raising
4

the railway freight and the diesel prices will further add®

to the cost escalation. Ocean freight and the handling
charges for coal have also gone up considerably in recent
times. The total impact of all these factors has caused
a_tremendous financial strain on the Electricity Board.
The State Government will be left absolutely with no
alternative except to increase the eléctricity rates, to help
the Board partly to bridge the growing gap between it’s
resources and expenditure.

For augmenting power generation some proposals
like Mettur Extension (420 MW), Tuticorin Extension
(710 MW), North Madras (1050 MW), etc., have also
been sent to the Government of India. Central Electricity
Authority has cleared the Mettur Extension Project.
But even this needs further approval at different levels at
the centre. For the other projects, no clearance has
been received so far.

Industrial Development

It is the policy of the Government to bring in
rapid industrialisation of the State by providing infra-
structural facilities and by extending assistance for the
establishment of industries at all levels—major, medium,
minor, village, cottage, etc. In this, various Govern-
mental agencies have been taking an active part in their
own respective spheres. For instance, the district indus-
tries centres have registered 12,253 small scale units so far
during the current financial year, this would generate
employment opportunities for 43,000 persons. Financial
assistance to entrepreneurs from the banks and other
sources made available through these district industries
centres, during the current financial year, is of the order of
Rs. 11'60 crores. Training schemes are also conducted
by the district industries centres and about 15,000
persons have been covered.

Tamil Nadu Small Industeies Development

-Corporation (SIDCO) is the main agency which has

been entrusted with the responsibility of promoting
small industries in the State. Assistance rendered
by SIDCO, under the margin money scheme, to the sick
industries amounts to about Rs. 15.37 lakhs during the
current financial year. Interest free Sales Tax Loan
amounting to Rs. 22.03 lakhs has been given. SIDCO
also disburses central capifal investment subsidy and the
state capital investment subsidy and the L.T. power
subsidy to the eligible industrial units.  SIDCO, through
various small scale industrial units, has organistd manu-
facture of ¢ducational equipments supplied to the pre-
school children under the Chief Minister’s Nutritious
Meal Programme and also the manufacture of tooth
powder meant for free distribution. The Khadi -and -
Village Industries Board has been rendering ycoman
service by providing employment opportunities in rural’




areas. The Board has a programme to sell goods
worth Rs. 76 crores during the current financial year
and to génerate additional employment oppor tunities
for 33,000 persons. On account of the special efforts
taken by the Board, khadi silk is being exported this
year. The Board has drawn up an ambitious programme
for production of polyvastra by establishing a processing

l,?unit.
14
In the major industries sector, Tamil Nadu Indus-
trial Development Corporation (TIDCO) has been given
the task of setting up projects both in the public and
joint sectors. _ There are a number of major projects
under implementation. A Steel re-rolling mill is under
Tamil Nadu Minerals Limited (TAMIN), a public

sector undertaking of the State Government continues
to live up to its reputation as a very efficiently run orga-
nisation. During the current financial year, the Cor-
poration expects to earn an operating profit of Rs. 35lakhs.
This is the 4th year in succession that this organisation is
making a profit. After having achieved a sales turnover of
Rs. 98 lakhs in 1981-82 it anticipates a turn over of Rs. 150
lakhs in 1982-83 with a target of Rs. 200 lakhs for the
next financial year. Ninety per cent of the tarnover
will earn foreign exchange. This Corporation has a
programme Of establishing a 100 per cent export-oricnted
granite polishing unit in Manali near Madras, at a
cost of Rs. 393 lakhs. Utilising the graphite deposits of
Sivaganga, the Corporation has also programmed to
set up a beneficiation-cum-crucible manufacturing plant
at a total cost of Rs. 258 lakhs. The sectting up of
the bzneficiation plant will commence during the first
half of 1983-84. The manufacture of graphite
crucibles  which requires import ~of sophisticated
technology will be taken up subsequently.

£ Small Industries Promotion Corporation of Tamil

““Nadu (SIPCOT) is one of the Governmental agencies
through which financial assistance is given to industries.
During the current financial year, till 31st January 1983,
SIPCOT has sanctioned assistance to the tune of Rs. 22:41
crores and it is expected to reach a figure of Rs. 25 crores
by the end of the financial year. The work relating
to the establishment of industrial estates by SIPCOT is
in full swing.

The Government of India have issued letters
of intent to Tiruttani Co-operative Sugar Mills project
and to Ponni Sugars and Chemicals Limited for
establishinga 1250 T.C.D. sugar mill in the co-operative
and private sectors respectively. The work relating to
Tiruttani Co-operative Sagar Mill has been started.

In spite of the serious efforts taken by the Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu for promoting industries the response
from Government of India has not been encouraging.
In the year 1981, the Industries Department of the
State Government had recommended 92 applications
fog grant of letters of intent/licences and in 1982, 188
v/re recommended. The Government of India granted
only 39 letters of intent/licences for 1981 as against. 37
for 1982. I hope that the Government of India will
adopt a more sympathetic and practical approach at least
in future while examining proposals received from the
State Government.

* Marked attention has been paid to sericulture
during the past few years as sericulture has good employ-
ment potential in rural areas. During 1983-84, it is

erection at Arkonam at a cost of Rs. 7 crores. TIDCO
has taken up the work of establishing an Explosives plant
in Katpadi taluk at an estimated cost of Rs. 19 crores.
The Tuticorin Alkali Chemicals and Fertilisers Limited,
a joint sector project of TIDCO, set up at a cost of Rs. 60
crores, has started producing Soda Ash and Ammonium
Chloride during the current financial year.” TIDCO is
also processing other new projects.

proposed to extend the area under mulberry cultivation
by another 8,000 acres bringing the total acreage under
mulberry to around 63,000 acres. At present there are
36 silk recling industrial co-operative socicties. It has
been decided to set up 5 more such co-operatives during
the next financial year. At the moment there are 65 village
level community chawkie reeling centres in Tamil Nadu.
1t has now been programmed to establish 50 more such
centres during 1983-84.

The programme of rearing of bivoltine silk worms
was introduced in the _ State . in 1981-82. During
1983-84 a bivoltine demonstration-cumi-training unit is
likely to be set up at a total cost of Rs. 1068 lakhs.
Two co-operative socicties exclusively for women have
been started, one for spinning silk waste and the other for
selling silk ericut cococns in the rural areas of Salem
District,

Handloom

There are 30°21 lakhs handlooms in India of which
556 lakhs are functioning in Tamil Nadu providing direct
employment to 13-34 lakh persons. The State Government
has taken a policy decision to liberate handloom weavers
from the clutches of master weavers, by admitting them
to the Co-operative Socicties and by providing them with
continuous work and other benefits under the various
handloom development schemes implemented by the
The twin objectives of providing continuous

Government.

employment to handloom weavers and of ensuring assured
steady income to them are sought to be achieved through
the following scheires:— )

\i) Supply of inputs.—To meet the increasing demand
for yarn in the co-operative sector, 5 co-operative
spinning mills have recently been registered and necessary
follow up action is being taken to set up these mills at a
capital cost of Rs. 30'15 crores. In addition, the existing
co-operative spinning mills at Salem and Vellore are also
4mplementing the programme of expansion of their capa-
cities by another 12,500 spindles each, which is expected to
be completed by June of this year. The above programmes

P
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also visualises a programme for providing sites and

'services to the economically weaker sections of the society

and it is expected that over 10,000 units at Mogappair

of setting up of new mills and expansion of the existing ;-
mills, will create an additional employment potentlal for
about 3,000 persons.

(ii) Co-operative coverage.—Out of thetotal 5-56lakhs
handlooms in the State, 3:24 lakhs have so far been orga-
nised into 1418 primary weavers’ co-operative societies.
The State is aiming at a target of 67 per cent co-operative
coverage by the end of the sixth plan period. The provi-
sion of common work sheds for the benefit of loomless
weavers is the highlight of the scheme of co-operative
coverage programme. Under the scheme it is proposed
to organise 22 new industrial weavers’ co-operative socie-
ties during 1983-84 with common work sheds and 2 of
these societies are exclusively meant for the benefit of 200
Adi Dravidar weavers.

(ii) Liberation of Handloom Weavers.—A field survey
conductea by the officials of the department assessed
that about 54,000 handloom weavers in 104 villages would
tequire financial assistance to”the extent of Rs, 2,000 each,
to enable them to be released from dependence on master
weavers. Commercial banks have been persuaded to
provide loans for this purpose at four per cent interest
rate. It is expected that with these measures about 10,000
indebted weavers in the private sector will be weaned away
from the master weavers and brought into the co-operative
fold during the current financial year. .

(iv) Marketing support.—The Government has been
providing marketing support to the primary handloom
societies through Co-optex in a big way. The turnover
of Co-optex in 1981-82 was Rs. 70 crores and it is expected
to be of the order of Rs. 100 crores in 1982-83.

(v) Production Finance —NABARD has provided
Rs. 40.91 crores as concessional finance towards working
capital of the primary handloom weavers’ co-operatives in
Tamil Nadu for the year 1982-83.

(vi) Weavers. Housing Scheme.—With financial
assistance from Housing and Urban Development
Corporation (HUDCO) and the State Government, it is
proposed to construct 5,000 houses before the end of Sixth
Plan period for the weavers who are members of the
Weavers’ Co-operative Societies.

Housing and Urban Development

The housing activities of the State Government
are implemented essentially through the Tamil Nadu
Slum- Clearance Board and the Tamil Nadu Housing -
Board. A comprehensive programme of slum improve-
ment with World Bank aid is now being implemented
under Madras Urban Development Project-1I. Around
12,000 families will benefit under this programme during
the current financial year with a financial outlay of Rs. 250
lakhs. During 1983-84 the investment will be stepped
The World Bank aided scheme

up to Rs. 450 lakhs.

costing Rs. 1,608.40 lakhs will be developed.  Another
scheme for sites and services, costing Rs. 771.40 lakhs,
& with 5,034 units will come up at Nerkundram.

’ Under the Rural Housing Scheme 40,000 houses
will be constructed during the current financial year.

is easy of achievement considering the progress
so far.

The allocation for the construction cf Govern-
ment Servants’ rental quarters has been stepped up to
Rs. 6 crores during 1983-84, from the Ilevel of
Rs. 350 crores in the curreat financial year. This will
benedit the Government servants considerably.

Roads, Transport and Ports

Operationally speaking the performance of the
Transport Corporations continues to be quite good and
most of them are likely to end the current financial year
with profits.

Pattukkottai Azhagiri Transport Corporation has
co>:: into existencs with effect from 1st December 1982.
Th> othsr thres new Corporations, viz., Jeeva Transport
Corporation at Erode, Nesamani Transport Corporation
at Nagerkoil and Maruthu Pandiyar Transport Corporation

made

~ at Karaikudi will begin to function independently from

April 1983. The second unit of Cholan  Roadways
Corporation now functioning in Tiruchirappalli will start
operating as a separate Corporation during the next
financial year.

The rich and varied experience gained in the
operation of a large fleet of passenger services has prompted
the Government to set up a separate consultancy organi-
sation. The Pallavan Transport Consultancy Corpo-
ration will start functioning shortly in order to provide

not only to other States in India but to other developing
countries also. Even while functioning as a part of the
Pallavan Transport Corporation, the consultancy wing
has undertaken studies in the transport field on requests
from within the country and abroad. ’

Though the Transport Corporations have been
performing cxtremely well, the recent hike in diesel prices
announced by the Government of India with effect from
15th February 1983 is likely to cause an additional
expanditure to the tune of about Rs. 9 crores in a year.
The Corporations will continue to take every effort to
keep their performance standards high. )

The significance of the development of road and
road-transport system in the overall socio-economic
development of the State cannot be over-emphasised.

Since 80 per cent of our -people live in villages, the’

development of rural roads has been given great import-
ance during the Fifth and Sixth Plan periods and improve-
ment to rural roads has been taken up in a phased manner.
Under the Rural roads scheme and the bus route take.

The target of 2 lakh houses in the Sixth Plan period 9

b

consultancy service in the field of bus transport technology =

A

over scheme, 500 Km. of rural roads would ‘be improved TR

in the current financial year at a cost of Rs. 10 crores
and this would benefit 4-50 lakh people living in 320
villages. About 8103 Km. of roads are expected to
be improved till the end of the current financial year,
under the bus route take over scheme, at a cost of Rs. 29
crotes. This would benefit 41°34 lakhs of people living
in- 4052 villages. The Highways Research Station
which completed - 25 years of useful functioning by
November 1982 has onhand a number of studies connected



- with the road system.

Development of intermediate and minor ports is
engaging the attention of Government. Infrastructural
facilities at Cuddalore port are proposed to be improved
in the next financial year. Development of Colachel
Port and the establishment of minor port at Valinokkam
for the export of salt is also proposed to be taken up in

the next financial year. s
Government Data Centre

At present, the computer in Government Data
Centre is old and out-dated. It has become necessary
to replace it by a modern, sophisticated equ_.lipment. A
provision of Rupees one crore has been made in the Budget
during the mext financial year for the purchase of 2

new computer. -
It is proposed to store data relating to all
development activities in the State in the computer of
the statistics department and provide microprocessor
outlets in the Secretariat to facilitate instantaneous retrieval
of data whenever required in the Secretariat. -

Rural Development and Self Sufficiency Scheme

The Self Sufficiency Scheme in rural areas which
was started in 1980-81 will be completed by the end of
this financial year. The results of this programme which
has been under implementation for three years now
have been very encouraging. It has been estimated that
assets worth nearly Rs. 200 crores have been created

_resulting in an overall economic development of the
neglected rural sector. This Scheme with some changes,
Jhas been extended to the Town Panchayats in the current
financial yeat. During the first phase, 146 town panchayats
are being covered with a provision of Rs. 5 crores. The
programme will be extended during the next financial year
with an outlay of Rs. 10 crores.

Providing drinking water is a part of the overall
development programme of the Government of Tamil
Nadu and is-also ons of the components of the Twenty
Point Programme. The State Government organised a
survey some years ago and classified rural habitations
according to their drinking water needs taking into account
the availability of water-supply sources near the habita-
tions. - Based on this study, water-supply programmes
have been undértaken in the rural areas. A provision
of Rs. 43 crores has been made during current financial
year. This will be raised to Rs. 60 crores in the next

m.uneial year. It is expected that about Rs. 224 crores
will be spent on rural water-supply during the sixth
_plan period. : :

The National Rural Employment Programme has
provided considerable employment opportunities to the -
unskilled tural workers and has also created durable
community assets worth Rs. 34'52 crores. During 1982-83,
a cash grant of Rs. 2076'25 lakhs in addition.to 14,890
tonnes of rice has besn allotted under this programme.
The Outlay for this programme in 1983-84 will be Rs. 32
crores.

. The Integrated Rural Development Programme,
essentially a poverty alleviation programme aims at an
annual coverage of 600 families per block living below
the poverty line. Different packages of assistance are
being given to these families with credit linked subsidy.
The allocation per block is Rs. 8 lakhs for 1982-83. Till
January end Rs. 22'7 crores has been spent in assisting
nearly 1,87,000 families, as against the target of
2,25,600. As much as 36 per cent of the benéficiaries
are Adi Dravidars and 30 per - cent of the bene--
ficiaries are’ women. The national scheme of training
of rural youth for self-employment (TRYSEM) forms
part of IRDP. Under the scheme so far 26,292 youth
completed their training and 23,778 are undergoing
training, Rs. 4'5 crores have. been spent on the training.
5821 youth have set up self-employment projects under the
scheme. Infrastructure programmes have been  sanc-
tioned to develop facilities for the successful implemen-
tation of individual beneficiary programme under IRDP.

. The Scheme for provision of public conveni-
ences for women in rural arcas . drawn up at a cost

.of Rs. 22'56 crores will be completed in the next.
financial year. .

The National Project for Bio-gas development is
being implemented in this State. Till the end of January
2,384 units have been commissioned. This Central
Sector Scheme has a target of 8,000 plants for Tamil Nadu
next year.

One Job for Each Family

v. Mention has been made about One Job Per Family
in the Governor’s address earlier this year. The details
of the programme are being worked out and Rs. 15 crores .
is expected to be spent during the next financial year for
implementation of the scheme.

Tourism

Tamil Nadu has a tremendous potential for
development of tourism.  But, unfortunately, this has
not been fully tapped because of lack of adequate infor-
mation and publicity programmes in the rest of India
and in different countries. It is generally felt that the
Government of India is not giving enough importance
for the promotion of tourism in the southern states. Asb
a result of this, tourist inflow to Tamil Nadu is far less
than what it ought to be. The State Government has
taken up this issue of giving wide publicity, with the"
Government of India, on various occasions. The State
_Government, on its part, will be opening new information

: centres in major cities like Calcutta and strengthening

the unit now operating in Delhi. ‘Through production .

! and supply of brochures, folders and release of advertise-

menis, the Government hopes to attract a bigger number

" of toorists. in future.

A scheme for the development of excursion centres

in each district to encourage youth and budget tourists,

is peing taken up for implementation by the Government.
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“During the next financial year, Rs. 10 j1akhs have been
-ear-marked for the development of such centres. The
Tamil Nadu Tourism Development ,Corporatim}. 'is
playing a significart role in providing necessary facilities
for the tourists. It runs youth hostels, hotels, mqtels,
beach resorts, etc. . The Corporation proposes to take
up the construction of additional cottages in Mamalla-
puram, Rameswaram and Pitchavaram during 1983—T84.
Two youth hostels, one at Madras and another at Tiru-
chirappalli and a motel at Tiruttani, will also be con-
stracted during the next financial year. The Corporation’s
financial turn-over which was around Rs. 119.87 lakhs
‘duriug 1979-80 has gone up to Rs. 215 lakhs in 1981-82.
This has become possible essentially due to the support
‘given by the State Government to the Corporation.

Tamil Acts and Cultore

. It has been the avowed policy of the Government
to highlight the glorious heritage of Tamils and their arts
and culture which reveal intellectual refinement and

aesthetic excellence. The wotk of reprinting of ‘ Nattiya|

Nannool’, a collection of valuable dance lyrics by Gangai:,
“muthu Pillai_and ¢ Mathankachoolamani’, a comparative

stud); of Tamil and English dramas written by Swami'

Vibulananda has been taken up. Under the scheme
¢ Gramakalanjiyam ’ the compilation of facts and materials
relating to the cultural heritage of Chengalpattu,
Tirunelveli, Madurai and Ramanathapuram Districts,
has been taken up and will be published after a
careful scrutiny. Selected songs from Thevaram and
’ Thiruvasakam, folk songs reflecting the rich nuances and
/ variety of music, have been recorded in cassets for
propagation/preservation‘ The centenary celebration of
; Mahakavi Bharathiyar was also marked by the recording of
his musical lyrics, rendered as a recital by a well-known
musician and musicologist. Such recorded cassets have
already been sent to various Tamil Sangams in In.dia and
abroad. An art festival for the preservation, enrichment
and popularisation of folk arts, is proposed to be con-
ducted in Madras. A publication of muhi-colom:ed
photographs of famous sculptures as depicted‘ in the
temples will be brought out during the next financial year.

 In addition to the above schemes, a cultural museum

is proposed to be set up and rare art pieces, coins, vessels,

etc. used by ancient Tamils, will be collected and exhibited.

Flowers ana plants mentioned in Sangam literature will

be grown in a Herbarium which is expected to be started

during the next financial year. A series of short docu-

mentary films on particular instances revealing the

; patronage extended by ancient :l‘amil Kings to men

of letters, musicians, painters and other artistes, will be
produced.

'a provision of Rs. 100 lakhs for opening additiomal
.adult education centres. About 20 per cent of these

-In the field of performing arts, the Government has
decided to establish district arts ~ouncils with a view to
identify talented but neglected artistes and to patronise
their work by providing facilities for airanging their works
n exhibitions.
Education

1t is a matter for great satisfaction to the Govern-
ment that a major portion of the State’s Budget is spent in
the field of education. Expenditure under this head
has been showing a continuous increase during the last
few years. The State has achieved a good record on
enrolment of boys and girls in the age group 6—14. In
the current financial year, 2'63 lakhs of pupils were
additionally enrolled and this has been essentially due
to the introduction of Chief Minister’s Nutritious
Meal Programme. To meet the teaching requirements’
resulting from the increase in enrolment, it is proposed
to sanction a large number of posts of teachers in the next
financial year. This includes 1250 posts of seoondary;
grade teachers, 150 posts of Tamil Pandits, 100 posts
of physical education teachers for middle schools and:
high schools, 200 posts of B.Ed. grade teachers and 50
posts of physical education teachers for higher secondary'
schools. In addition, 100 posts of part-time craft
teachers in the middle schools will be upgraded into full-
time posts in 1983-84.

Apart from opening of post literacy centres and
non-formal education centres for the age group 6—I14,
the adult and non-formal education programme would
set a further impetus during the next financial year with

e §

centres will be located in Adi-Dravidar ¢olonies and
they will be run exclusively for their beneflt.

Compared to the current financial year, increased
allocations for three new Universities at Thanjavur,
Coimbatore and Tiruchirappalli have been made. A sum
of Rs. 50 lakhs has been set apart for the opening of a
Women’s University at Kodaikanal during 1983-84. The
report of the Expert Committee and the draft bill for

_establishing the Women’s University have been received

by the Government and they are under examination.

In accordance with the suggestion of the Bay'

. Council of India, a five-year law course (5 years after

passing the higher secondary course) will be introduced
during 1983-84.

About 29 polytechnics have been started in the
State in the period from 1979-80 to 1982-83. New
courses on principles and servicing of television, diploma
jgéurs'es on paper and pulp technology, man-made fibre
technology, electronics, painting, commercial arts, etc.:



will be introduced in various polytechnic 'institotions
in the next financial year.

A sum of Rs. 359°79 crores has been set apart

for the Education sector in the next financjal year,

"1{

Health Services and Family Welfare

It is the accepted policy of the Government

‘to make available to the people, health care facilities in

the rural areas. With this objective in mind, the Govern-
ment has embarked on a policy of opening additional
primary health centres and upgrading some of. the existing
ones. From the beginning of the Sixth Five-Year Plan
period, 22 additional primary health centres have been
opened. During the next financial year, it is proposed
to open another 15 primary health centres. By the end
of the next financial year, there will be 422 primary health
centres as against 385 functioning as on st April 1980,
Further, the existing facilities in some of the primary
health centres are being upgraded so that they come very
near to the standard of treatment and facilities available
in Taluk hospitals. During 1983-84, it is proposed
to provide operation theatre facilities in 12 primary
health centres.

During 198384, a 50 bedded hospital at a cost of
Rs. 40 lakhs will be constructed at Sathiamangalam. The
Government has also taken a policy decision to sanction
additional beds to Taluk hospitals so as to bring the bed
strength to a minimum of 50. A major scheme to provide
service for accident and emergency cases in all the districts
has been started some years ago. The scheme is being
extended to the districts in stages. During the current
financial year two districts at a cost of Rs. 85:86 lakhs
are being taken up. During the next financial vear 2
additional districts will be covered.

During the current financial year the Government
has sanctioned Rs. 41721 lakhs for building programme
intended for the improvement of medical colleges and

/‘

teaching hospitals. During 1983-%4 it is proposed to '

_gonstruct 2 hestels for women medical stndents. A new

an laboratory for the Cardiology department
of the Government General Hospital, Madras will be
set up during 1983-84 at a cost of Rs. 60, lakhs.

Illu Siddha system of . medicine continues to
deceive “special encouragement from the Government.

Siddha wings will be opened in 10 primary health centres.

in the next financial year. Provision has also been made
for the purchase of rare Siddha manuscripts and for
printing of textbooks by the Siddha
Committee. Buildings for the post-graduate block,
animal house, medicinal unit and Siddha research unit
will be constructed in the Government Siddha medical
college at Palayamkottai, at a total cost of about
Rs. 35 lakhs.

Tamil Nadu has done extremely well in imple-
menting the Family Welfare Programme during the last
financial year. The State exceeded the target of 1,82,200
with an actual achievement of 1,88,828 sterilisations.
For the current year the target has been raised to a high
figure of 2,82,000. Every effort is being made to reach
this target. During the current financial year Government
have purchased 30 Laparoscopes at a cost of Rs. 9 lakhs,
Operation by this equipment is speedier when compared
to the conventional method and it has now become very
popular in the State. This has helped to increase the

coverage also. The Government expects to acquire some

more Laparoscopes during the next financial year.

Development

The allocation for the Medical and Public Health

sectors in the next financial year amounts to Rs. 147-75;
crores.

Social Welfare
The Government has been following a consistent

policy of taking special care of Adi Dravidars and Back-
ward Classes. During the last few years many measures

. have been taken to improve their living standards, by

offering better educational facilitics, increased employ-
ment opportunities, etc. Tbe special conponent Plan
for 1982-83 provides for an outlay of Rs. 105'85 crores
to cover 1'60 lakhs of Adi Dravidar families. This is likely
to be Rs. 119-56 crores to cover 1'80 lakh families
during the next financial year. Under this programme,
all departments pool in their efforts for the uplift of the
Adi Dravidars socially, educationally and economically.

To help the Adi Dravidar students in their edu~
cation, Government is constructmg hostel buildings with all
the amenities. At present 101 glrl students® hostels have -
been sanctioned under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme.
Under the State scheme, the Government has sanctioned
construction of 65 Adi Dravidar students’ hostels for which
no Central assistance is being received. The policy
regarding the provision of House-sites for Adi Dravidars
and financial assistance for the consiruction of houses
under the Rural Housing Scheme is being continued.

For the advancement of Backward Classes and
denotified communities in the field of education, hostels
are opened and maintained by the Backward: Classes
department. During the current financial year, Rs. 7040
lakhs has been sanctioned for the completion of seven
incomplete hostel buildings and for taking up the
oonstructlon of a new building.

The State Government has constituted a Back-

‘wagd Classes Commission to enumerate and classify

the Backward classes in the State. The Commission is
expected to_send its report within a vear.

* Rs, 12060 crores is the allocation in the next
financial year for the sector of Social Welfare including-
Adi Dravidar and Backward Classes Welfare. _

- -



Revenue Administration

The scheme of assignment of house-sites to poor
persons free of land value is being continued. Likewise,
among the landless poor members belonging to Adi
Dravidar Communities and Scheduled Tribes are
given high priority in the assignment of cultivable
waste lands. The surplus land notified under the Tamil
Nadu Land Reforms Act is being distributed to the
eligible persons.  The updating of registry scheme which
has been started during this financial year is expected to
be completed during 1983-84.

Under the scheme of providing Office-cum-
residential quarters for the Firka Revenue Inspectors
Government has sanctioned 858 quarters-so far. It has
been proposed to sanction the construction of 100
quarters in the next financial year at an ultimate cost
of Rs. 66 lakhs. New buildings will also be constructed
during the next financial year for housing certain Taluk
Offices and Revenue Divisional Office. -

Labour

A chimate of peace and harmony characterises
the industrial relations scene in 1982. The number of
man-days lost registered a significant fall from 41,24,021
man-days in 1981 to 18,05,978 man-days in 1982. The
Government is particular that the rights and welfare of
workers are, as far as possible,

assured to them

policy several legislative measures have been undertaken
for the benefit of the workers. The question of enacting
a separate legislation for regulating the service conditions
and promoting the welfare of the building and construc-
tion workers, is uncer consiceration by the Government.
Ir the light of the experience gained in the implementation
or the Tamil Nadu Shops and Establishments Act, 1947,
it has been decided to repeal and re-enact the above Act
with suitable modifications.  In the current financial year,
minimum rates of wages have been revised for employment
in woollen carpet making and shawl weaving industry
and employment in cinemas, hotels, restaurants, etc,
Minimum wages have been fixed for employment in the
motion pictures industry and in the cashewnut industry.

R With a view to provide deterrent punishment for

offences under the Tamil Nadu Weights and Measures
(Enforcement) Act, 1958, it is proposed to introduce a
bill for amending the penal sections of the Act.

20

through progressive ‘leg-is]ation. In pursuance of this -

Police and Courts

~ The law and order situation during the current
financial year has been, generally, satisfactory. Barring
a few clashes in Kanniyakumari and Tirunelveli districts,
there has been no serious communal disturbance.

The reorganisation of the metropolitan police
force announced in the last Budget has been taken up for
implementation during the current financial year.
Additional police officers have been appointed. Necessary

. legislative measures to give effect to the proposal to
1]

extend the metropolitan police range will be introduced
shortly.  Special officers have been appointed for
working out a detailed scheme for the introduction of
' the system of Commissioner of Police in Madurai and
Coimbatore. To ensure the mobility of the Police force,
replacement of old vehicles is being done in a systematic
manner for which a sum of Rs. 1'93 crores has  been
provided in the current financial year. 32 new Police
Stations and 1,200 new posts in various categories have
been sanctioned during the current financial year. Substan-
tial progress has been made in providing housing facilities
for the Police personnel. 3,505 houses have been cons-
tructed for the Police lower subordinates and 524 for the
upper subordinates. 2,445 barracks will also be completed

: lby March, 1984. Under “Own your own house” scheme,

720 houses have been completed by the Tamil Nadu Police
Housing Corporation.

Construction of law chambers at Erode, provision
of water-supply and flush-out latrine facilities in a number
of District Munsiff and Magistrate courts, construction
of tiffin shed and waiting room in Namakkal, etc. are
some of the schemes to be carried out in the next
financial year.

20-Point Programme T

The Prime Minister’s new 20-Point Programme is
under effective and vigorous implementation in  this
State. Tt is noteworthy to point out that our State has

N

already exceeded the annual targets fixed by the Govern-

ment of India under National Rural Employment Pro-
gramme: (Point No. 3), distribution of surplus land:
- (Point No.' 4), Scheduled Tribe families to be assisted
(Point No. 7), allotment of house-sites (Point No. 9) and
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additiona! enrolment in Elementary Education (Point
No. 16). The targets set under Point No. 6—Rehabili-
tation of Bonded labour and "Point No. 15—Integrated
Child Development Services have also been fully achieved.
Under Point No. 14 (ii) (Setting up of primary health
sub-centres), progress achieved has been commended
by the Union Planning Commission. Tamil Nadu

_has been rated No. 1 among the States in the
country in the implementation of the 20-Point Programme
based on performance for the period April 1982 to
January 1983.

Chief Minister’s Nutritious Meal Programme

. This scheme is being implemented very efficiently
and it -has evoked appreciation from all quarters for its
successful functioning.  Feeding about 65 lakhs of
children every day in the year, throughout the State, is no
mean achievement. From 15th January 1983 another
about 2 lakhs of old age pensioners are benefiting from
this scheme. Public participation in this programme
through generous contributions is a matter of gratification
for the Government. This scheme will continue to

“and efficacy. During the
next financial year, it is likely to gost about Rs. 13.4
crores. The co-operation in all respects of the public
is necessary for the scheme  to yield beneficial results.

Annual Plan

During the last few years Tamil Nadu has
earned the reputation of implementing a Plan programme

far in excess of the outlay finalised by the Union Planning

Commission.  During 1980-81, the first year of the
Sixth Plan, the expenditure was Rs. 456'46 crores as
against the approved-outlay of Rs. 40825 crores. During
1981-82, the Union Planning Commission had given
approval for Rs. 514 crores while the actual expenditure
is - Rs. 619'54 crores which does not include an expen-
diture of Rs. 5376 crores incurred on drought relief
' works. During the current financial year, the Plan
approval is for Rs. 711 crores, but it is estimated that
the expenditure may 8o up to Rs. 795°93 crores.
For 1983-84,  while the Planning Commission has
i might touch Rs. 89346 crores, taking into account
the ongoing plan schemes and fresh projects tg be taken
-up during the next financial year. As in the previous
years, Power sector gets the highest allocation of
Rs. 27242 crores representing over 30 per cent of the
‘total outlay for the next financial year.

Allocations for other sectors during the nest
financial year. are as follows:—

8
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sleared Rs. 845 crores, the present indications are that,

Agriculture and allied services including Co-operation
will have Rs. 13820 crores ; Sewerage and Water—Supply,‘.
Rs. 97-15 crores; Housing and Urban Development,
Rs. 7498 crores ; Transport and Communications,
Rs. 6387 crores ; Irrigation and Flood Control, Rs. 6176
crores ; Industries, Rs. 4008 crores ; Educatien
including Technical Education, Rs. 42°62 crores ; Medical
and Public Health, Rs. 38 crores ; Welfare of Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes and other Backward Classes,
Rs. 22'61 crores. A token amount of Rs. 0"31 crores
has been earmarked for enmergy planning programme
and Rs. 41°46 crores for the remaining sectors.

Budget Performance

While presenting the Budget for the current
financial year, care was taken to allocate adequate funds
for plan and non-plan schemes. But, in the course
of the year, there have been additional commitments
which the Government had to fulfil, resulting in an extra
expenditure of over Rs. 300 crores over the figure
presented in the Budget. This has been essentially due
to the expenditure on Chief Minister’s Nutritious Meal
Programme, on the construction of public conveniences,
increased allocations for rural water supply, financial
assistance to the Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies Corporation
and extra outgo to the Education, Police and Roads sectors.

Financial Position

When the Budget was presented last year it was
anticipated that we would close the year 1981-82 with
a deficit of Rs. 1777 crores. However, due to some
increased reccipts from the Government of India at
the end of the financial year and due to some improve-
ments in the Public Account the year closed with a net
surplus of Rs. 323 crores.” In the Revised Estimates
for the current year now presented, the revenue receipts
have been put at Rs. 1681°98 crores and the expenditure

“at Rs. 1576'17 crores, the Revenue Account thus showing

a surplus of Rs. 10581 crores. The expenditure on
Capital Account stands at Rs. 16791 crores while the
surplus under Public Debt has been put at Rs. 10777
crores. The net under Loan expenditure is expected
to be a deficit of Rs. 26026 crores. The net effect of
the transactions thus estimated is that there will be a -
deficit of Rs. 21459 crores in the Consolidated Fund.
This deficit is reduced to Rs. 92:25 crores after taking
into account the surplus of Rs. 122:34 crores in the Public
Account. Together with the opening surplus of Rs. 323
crores, the closing deficit for the current year gets further
reduced to Rs. 89°02 crores.

The Budget Estimates for the year 1983-84 indicate
a receipt of Rs. 1774:88 crores and an expenditure of
Rs. 1653-81 crores leaving a surplus of Rs. 12107 crores
in the Revenue Account. The Capital expenditure for
1983-84 is likely to be Rs. 18553 crores while the net
revenue in public debt is expected to be Rs. 119-30 crores.

~ Under the Loan account, there is a net outgo of Rs. 249°67

crores. All these transactions are expected to result in
a net deficit of Rs. 19483 crores in the Consolidated Fund.
This negative balance is essentially due to the provision of
transfer of Rs. 200 crores tc the Tamil Nadu Electricity
Board for its Plan programmes. The surplus in the
Public -Account is likely to be Rs. 99:30 crores which
would imgly that the transactions for the next financial
year would end with a deficit of Rs. 95'53 crores. _With



,the financial year 1983-84 opeming with a deficit of :

Rs. 8902 crores, as indicated above, and the year’s
transactions resulting in a deficit of Rs. 95:53 crores, the’
closing deficit for the next financial year is expected to
be Rs. 184'55 crores. !

Honourable Members “will appreciate that ‘the
State has to resort to certain fresh and additional taxation
measures to bring down the huge gap between its resources
and expenditure. They are as follows:—

(a) The Government intends to levy a tax of 2 per #

cent ad valorem on the entry, of 13 items of goods,
mentioned below for use, consumption or sale in the

-Municipal Corporations and in the special and selection .

grade municipalities in the State. This tax is already
in force in many States in the country. This will not
cause any inconvenience to the trading community,
as the levy will be on the basis of returns and not by
collection at the entry point. The items which will
come under the levy of entry tax are—

(1) Sugar,
(ii) Textiles,
(iii) Tobacco and it’s products,
(iv) Cement,
(v) Petroleum products,
(vi) Vanaspathi,
(vii) Drugs and Medicines,
(viii) Paper and Cardboards,

(ix) Iron and Steel,
(x) Coal and coke including Leco,
(xi) Electrical Goods,
(xii) Automobiles,
(xiii) Ores.
() It is also proposed to levy a small advertise-
ment tax of 30 paise per slide, per show, and 90 paise
for short films of advertisements, per show, shown in

cinema houses within the limits of Municipal §
Corporations and special grade, selection grade and first *

municipalities in the State.

(¢) The rate of sales tax on the sales of motor cars
" and light diesel vehicles will be raised from 7 per cent
to 9 per cent and 10 per cent to 12 per cent respectively
as the existing rate is comparatively lower than that

applicable in all the neighbouring States excepting.'

Pondicherry.

Motor Vehicle Tax covers non-transport vehicles
such as two wheelers, motor cars, jeeps, station wagons
and school buses. It also covers tramsport vehicles
such as stage carriages, contract carriages, goods vehicles
and private transport vehicles. The rates of tax in
respect of these vehicles have not been increased during
the past few years. It is considered justifiable to
increase the rates of taxes in respect of a few classes of
vehicles. The following will be the revision of rates of
motor vehicle tax :—

(i) Non-Transport Vehicles—
(a) Quarterly tax of Rs. 10 in respect (_)f two wheelers
below 3} horse power is proposed to be raised to Rs. 15,

(b) Quarterly tax of Rs. 15 in respect of two wheelers
above 3} horse power is proposed to be raised to Rs. 20,

() Quarterly tax of Rs. 40 in respect of motor

(d) Quarterly tax of Rs. 50 in respect of motor
cars and jeeps weighing 700 kg. to 1500 kg. unladen will

be raised to Rs. 60.

(¢) Quarterly tax of Rs. 60 in respect of motor

" cars and jeeps weighing 1500 kg. to 2000 kg. unladen

will be raised to Rs. 75.
(f) Quarterly tax of Rs. 70 in respect of station

wagon weighing 2000 kg. to 3000 kg. will be raised to
Rs. 80. .

(g) Quarterly tax of Rs. 90 in respect of station
‘wagons weighing more than 3000 kg. will be raised to
Rs. 100.

(ii) Transport Vehicles—

(a) Quarterly tax of Rs. 90 in respect of private
transport vehicles owned by Industrial and other Esta-
blishments weighing more than 3000 kg. unladen will
be raised to Rs. 150. -

) Quérterly tax of Rs. 90 in respect of tourist ¥
taxis will be raised to Rs. 120.

(¢) Quarterly tax of Rs. 115, per passenger, in respect
of town services will be increased  to Rs. 150, per
passenger.

(d) Quarterly tax of Rs. 1,000 in respect of public
carrier goods vehicles having PLW exceeding 9,000 kg.
but not exceeding 12,000 kg. is proposed to be increased
to Rs. 1100. .

cars and jeeps weighing not more than 700 kg. unladen is
propoesed to be increased to Rs. 50.



(¢) Quarterly tax of Rs. 1,080 in respect of public
carrier goods vehicles with a PLW over 12,000 kg. upto
13,000 kg. is proposed to be increased to Rs. 1100.

(f) Quarterly tax of Rs. 1,260 in respect of public
carrier goods vehicles with PLW over 13,000 kg. upto
15,000 kg. is proposed to be increased to Rs. 1300.

(g) Quarterly tax of Rs. 1260 in respect of public
carrier goods vehicles with PLW exceeding 15,000 kg. is
proposed to be-increased to Rs. 1300. )

4. The Government, in spite of the difficult financial
circumstances, proposes to give some relief essentially for
the benefit of the poorer sections of the society and to
those engaged in some rural industries. It is as follows :

(a) Exemption from sales tax on all varieties of
kerosene lamps (other than gas lights and petromax
lights) and their spare parts including wicks and glass
chimneys. ‘This will benefit the poorer sections residing
in rural areas.

(b) Bxemption from the levy of sales tax on all
indigenous products of sericulture, namely silk worms
(pupae), yarn silk including raw silk reeled in a filature,
charkha or domestic basin, thrown silk and twisted silk,
spun silk, silk waste, reeling cocoons and pierced cocoons.
By this exemption, thousands of persons engaged in
th> silk w2aving industry would be benefited.

(¢) Exemption from levy of sales tax on silver
anklets and waist-cords, mainly to help the thousands
of workers engaged in this industry.

(@) Exemption from levy of sales tax on hand-made
washing soaps and hand-made detergent cakes, for
dealers with a turnover of less than Rs. 2 lakhs, so as
to relieve the cottage industry of the burden of sales tax.

(e) Exemption from sales tax on tapioca thippi
and cotton seed husk used as cattle feed, to benefit the
agriculturists.

) Exemption from the levy of sales tax on
subsequent sales of sago and tapioca starch purchased
from the Salem District Starch and Sago Manufacturers
Service Industriai Co-operative Society Limited so that
this nascent industrial co-operative venture would get
incentive for expansion of its business activities.

(g) Reduction of sales tax from 12 per cent to
9 per cent on tyres, tubes and flaps used for motor
vehicles and trailers.

The above changes in sales tax and Motor
Vehicle tax will be given effect to from 1st April 1983.
Legislation for the abovementioned changes will be
introduced, wherever necessary.

As a result of the changes suggested in the tax
structure, the Government expects to get a revenue of
about Rs. 26 crores in the next financial year, which
will result in a net increase of resources by Rs. 25 crores
after excluding the Rs. 1 crore which_the Government
would be losing because of the exemptions and
reductions in rates of tax announced. Consequently
the Budgetary gap at the end of the next financial year
will come down to Rs. 15955 crores as against the figure
of Rs. 184°55 crores indicated earlier.

Bearing in mind the progress of Tamil Nadi.and
the.uplift of the people, I have underlined the important

development schemes so far taken up as also the salient
welfare measures to be undertaken during 1983-84.

I request the Hon’ble Members to go through the
‘Budget proposals and-."offer their valuable and con-
structive suggestions and recommendations for the
welfare of the State and its people and am sure that
their well intended suggestions and . recommen-
dations would go a long way in helping the Government
in its efforts to serve the people. )

While I am sure that the Hon’ble Members .will ,
strive to maintain the democratic traditions of this august
House and uphold its fame and npame.- I” earnestly
request the Hon’ble Members to extend their help and
co-operation in executing the developmental schemes
for the welfare of the people. .

Speeck of Thiru V. R. Nedunchezhiyan, Minister for Finance, )
Government of Tamil Nadu, presenting the Budget for
1983-84 to the Legislative Assembly on Sth March,
1983, Masi 21, Thunthubi, Thiruvalluvar Aandu-2014.
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SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL POSITION.

The General Financial Position of the State on the basis of (a) Accounts for the year
1981-82, (b) the Budget Estimates and the Revised Estimates for the year 1982-83 and (¢) the:
Budget Estimates for the year 1983-84 is summarised below:—

The year 1982-84 starts with an opening balance of Rs. (—)89.02 crores and ends with a.

closing balance of Rs. (—) 1,84.55 crores.
AL

Itgm.
m

I. ConsoLiDATED FunD—
Revenue Receipts .. )
Expenditure met from Revenue

Sufplus or Deficit on Revenue Accoumt.

Capital Receipts

Expenditure met from Capital including
Loans and Advances (Net) .. -

Defic:t or Surplus onCapitzl Account ..
Total Consolidated Fund (Net) ..~
II. Contingency Fund (Net)
IIL. Public Account(Net) ..
Togal Net Transactions (I4-114-I11)

Opening Balance .. .. i -
Closing Balance os 3 o e

ACCOUNTS.
Budget Revised Budget
Accounts, Estimate, EBstimate,  Estimates,.
1981-82. 1982-83. 1982-83. 1983-84.
2 (€)) @ (&)
(IN CRORES OF RUPEES)
14,41.55 15,69.49 16,81.68 17,74.88
13,59.89 13,70.04 15,76.17 16,53.31
(+)81.66  (4)1,99.45 (4)1,05.81 (+)1,21.07"
3,31.95 3,00.01 4,05.31 4,08.48
5,75.85 6,70.34 7,25.71 7,24.38 .
(—)2,43.50 (—)3,70.33 (—)3,2040 (—)3,15.90
(—)1,62.24 (—)1,70.88 (—)2,14.59 (—)1,94.83
(+)80.67 .. .. e
. (9441 T (4)53.21 (4)1,22.34 (49930
(+)12.84 (=)1,17.67  (=)9225  (-)95.53
. (=)9.61 )77 (-H)3.23 = (—)89.02.
(4)3.23 (91,3544 (<)89.02 (—)1,84.55-




demand for fuel and small wood, etc. which are day-to-day
necessities to man. We have still a long way to go before we ' -
can depend on fuels like gas and oil in the rural areas. Since
there is a global scarcity in the underdeveloped and develop-
ing countries to-day on a very simple produce called fuelwood,
it is proper that we should concentrate our attention first on
this important need of the day.

As the dry zones usually pose a lot of difficulties in success-;
ful afforestation and production of various forest produce, it is:
important that the Foresters choose the proper species and the
'proper techniques for maximising the production. - While choos--
'ing the species, importance may be given to those species which
are natural to the tract, because these species have been asso-
iciated with the local people from time immemorial and they
have been giving a variety of produce to the people like fruits,
fodder, manure, etc. besides simple firewood and small timber.
Therefore, such species which I can recall like Babul (Acacia
nilotica) Velvel (Acacia leucophloea), Elanthai (Zizyphus jujuba),
Vilvam (Feronia elephantum) Achan (Hardwickia) and- Naval
(Eugenia), etc. which I suppose will be of multi-purpose use to
* the people of the respective tracts, must not be forgotten. While
giving importance to the local species, it is not necessary to deny
ourselves to the benefit that we are likely to get out of some
exotics like Su-babul, Eucalyptus, etc. 'We need not be shy on
this aspect as to-day most of the vegetables that we eat from
the commonest brinjal and chillies to cauli-flower are only
exotics. What we need is a judicious mixture of local and
exotic species depending on local needs and suitability of the
tract.

I deem it a privilege to be called upon to inaugurate the
Fourth Southern Silviculturists’ Conference at Madurai and
I am thankful to the Chief Conservator of Forests and the
Forest Department for asking me to do this. This Confe-
rence, I understand, will be focussing attention:on the dry,
zone afforestation and that is why quite a number of distinguish-
ed delegates have come from different parts of India represent-
ing various departments, universities and various research

. institutions. As the major portion of India and particularly
the Southern States are under the dry zone, where the afforesta-
tion work is often difficult, this Conference will be able to sug-
gest ways and means to improve the various forest produce
useful to the country. The dry zone which is usually devoid
of any good grthh of forest cover has unfortunately the highest

Whether they are indigenous or exotic, it is important
that the genetical superiority wherever found may be made use
of in each individual species suitable for the individual tract,

Besides, the choice of species, proper techniques may also
be adopted for not only successful establishment of the forests,

o~
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out also for maximum production. This will include the max- .

. mum use of surface and ground water resources wherever avail
ble and also resorting to various techniques available for con-
serving soil and moisture;. The Social Forestry ventures will
be able to play a very good role in the dry zone as it is only this
i¥snture which will eventually go to solve the basic needs of the
people.

1 uope this Conterence will be able to deliberate the vari-~
ous aspects of dry zone afforestation not only in general, but
-also with specific reasons to certain States like Tamil Nadu
‘where the majority of the lands and forests lie in the dry zone
and the forest produce like timber, fuel and small wood, etc.
are very much in short supply. The various modern goncepts
like bio-mass, density plantations, energy planiations and the
like which are getting developed in many parts of the world may
"be integrated and in your recommendations.

Though you will be ‘making recommendation based un
the available information and experience, it is necessary that
enough research has to be taken up very vrgently on the various
aspects of dry zone afforestation. Though the 1959 Sympu-
sium on Dry Zone Afforestation had specifically recommended
the development of atleast one research station in each State
for this purpose, hardly anything seems to have been done to-
wards this. Therefore, I would Jike to stress on this aspect.
The research on tree genetics which, I understand, ean yield a
lot of good results, may also be adequately strengthéned.

When it comes to the Southern State, I am strongly remind-
ed of the most valuable tree species in the world, namely Sandal
wood. I understand that this species has a very goqd potential
to develop itself in the dry zone as it has the capacity to grow in
good mixture with any other kind of tree or scrup vegetation,
The techniques of artificial regeneration of Sandal has not yet
been fully developed. In order to ensure that this valuable
tree does not disappear, I request this Conferengce to suggest
means of artificial rezeneration which we can adopt. As this

14

can enhance the value of the forests, I would very much request
you to give enough thought to this aspect.

In this context, I am to remind you of the most important
aspect,’ namely, the environment. While it i§ necessary to
maximise the production in terms of fuel, small timber, etc.,
I wish the Conference takes into account the necessity to pre-
serve the flora and fauna and recommend necessary measures to
ensure proper nature conservation in the dry zones.

Though Tamil Nadu has got only an area of about 17%
under Forests, the major portion of these are dry 'scrub which -
give very poor yields. Even as early as 1960, the Tamil Nadu
Government realised that it was very short of forest wealth and |
launched large-scale planting outside the reserved forests under
the name of Farm Forestry. In 1980 we had covered 1.5 lakhs ;
hectares, thus increasing the forest area from 22 lakhs hectares |
to 23.5 lakh hectares. Fror\n 1980, this programme has been |




£
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_expanded under the name of Social Forestry and to-day with
.the aid of SIDA we are carrying out planting over nearly 50,000
'hectares per year. By 1985, we will increase our forest area to
26 lakhs hectares. In addit\ion to this. we have also taken up
planting in degraded forests under Crash Plantation Programme
to improve the stocking and quality. I am happy to inform
you that this is the only State Government in India that has
banned the felling of natural forests as a measure of conserva-
tion. Only the natural bamboo and sandalwood forests are
being worked on sound silvicultural principles. This is be-
cause we have to supply raw materials for the paper industry
and rural people and to prevent dead sandalwood treess being
smuggled. In spite of this, I am proud to say that the price of
firewood in Tamil Nadu is now only Rs. 250 per tonne, which
I think is the lowest in any part of the country. The reason
for this is that the Farm Forestry Plantations that we raised in
the past are now being systematically exploited by us and have
helped to bring down the prices. In the case of babul plantat-
tions, bark is being exploited for tanning. We are also tapping
gum from these plantations one year before they are felled. I
would like this Conference to find out ways and means of raising
~ useful trees which will have multi-purpose use like babul.

I am very much concerned about the position of Minor
Forest Produce in our forests. In olden days, these did not have
much value and were therefore termed as Minor Forest Produce.
What was minor forest produce in the past has now become
_major forest produce, particularly in our State. I am thinking
especially of species like Tamarind, gallnut, lemon grass, stone
and tree moss and broom grass. It is indeed surprising that even
sandalwood has been listed under Minor Forest Produce. I am
reliably given to understand that about Rs. 10 crores worth of
Minor Forest Produce is being exported from Tamil Nadu every
year. I, would therefore, like this Conference to pay particular
attention to the afforestation of Minor Forest Produce yielding
species, so that we can not only improve the resources of the
State but also the availability of such produce for the common
man.
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" Though Tamil Nadu has gou only a small percentage ot

forests, it has got a wide variety which no other State can speak
'of. This State is endowed with mangrove, evergreen,'

duous, dry decidious, bamboo and high. level tropical pines.
To-day we have the maximum area under tropical pines in India.
It is, however; our dry zone which cover most of our area, which
has to be tackled on priority basis and I am sure this Conference
will be able to give us solutions to these problems. We have been
successful in raising largescale plantations under Cashew and
Eucalyptus in our dy tracts. But I am sorry to say that they are
not of the best quality. The yield of both these species are not
upto the mark, because of various reasons, like growth not being
uniform and stocking being poor. I would like this conference



to go into these aspects and tell us methods by which this sit-
uvation can be improved by various techniques, like tissue culture,
clonal reproduction, etc,

For the last 15 to 20 years large scale plantations of Eucalyp
tus hybrid have been undertaken in most of the Southern States
and also in the drier tracts of the Northern States. When large
scale planting of Bluegum and Eucalyptus grandis was under-
taken in the Nilgiris there was a feeling that this would affect
the rainfall in the Nilgiris district of Tamil Nadu. The Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu, therefore, appointed an Expert Committee
in 1970 under the Chairmanship of Thiru T. Achaya, Conser-
vator of Forests to arrive at a definite conclusion whether large
scale planting of Bluegum was responsible for failue of rains

in the Nilgiris District. The Commuttee submitted its report in
April, 1971 in which it stated that, having carefully weighed all
the considerations and evidences available, they do not consider
that the large scale cultivation of bluegum in the Nilgiris is the
reason for failure of rains in the district., Now that large scale '
plantations of Eucalyptus hybrid are being taken upin the dry -
zone, doubts have again been expressed whether this species
due to its high water requirements, will lower the water table
in the area and thus be detrimental to the growth of other forest
crops and also agricultural crops. Itis necessary to have a
correct picture of the position as this will determine the future
planting programme of Eucalyptus hybrid in the dry zone.
I would like this Conference to go4nto this question in depth
and tell us clerarly whether the fears expressed regarding reduc-
tion of water table and inhibition of growing other forest trees

and agricultural crops is correct or not.
N

Eucalyptus hybrid is mainly used for paper pulb. It is defi-
nitely not as good a fuel as casuarina because of its lower thermal
value. In Tamil Nadu a large amount of casuarina is being
grown particularly in the dry coastal tracts. It is considered to be
the best fuelin view of its high calorific value. The Tamil Nadu
Electricity Board is thinking of setting up thermal electric plant
using wood fuel. This willrequire wood of high theremal value
if it is to be a success. We should, therefore, think of growing
Eucalyptus hybrid only for its pulp value and not for its fuel
value and try to raise broad-leaved species and casuarina to meet
our fuel requirements. As far as Tamil Nadu is concerend, only
about 10,000 hectares out of 2 lakhs hectares is being raised:
under Eucalyptus hybrid, during the five year Social Forestry
Project. This' works out to only about 5°/. of the total area. I
believe that in some States, much emphasis is being placed on !
Eucalyptus hybrid to the exclusion of other species. T would :
like this Conference to make specific recommendations about
growing Eucalyptus hybrid vis-a-vis other species, particularly
under the Social Forestry Project. .



Our ReSearch Branch has set up a Genetic Station at
Coimbatore with cold storage facilities. They collect, clean,.
grade and storeseeds for regeneration work, Our} is the only
State having this certified seed collection, storage and distri-
bution rentre. The DANIDA authorities have promised us free

equipment to improve this centre. However, our research basis
is unfortunately not as strong as it should be. Now that we have
two premier Agricultural Colleges in our State, with excellent
research facilities, and perhaps such facilities exist in- other
States in India also, I would like that we should co-operate with
them particularly in the laboratory, so that we can improve
our forests by co-operative effort.

I feel that not only useful but quick resultsthis is can be ob-
tainedif the Universities and Forest Department work in mutual
co-operation. In this connection I would like to mention that
the Madurai-Kamaraj University is co-operating with the Tamil
Nadu Forest Department to grow the “Guyale” plant, which is
a native of South America. This plant yields latex, from which
rubber can be produced. If our mutual efforts are successful,
this will result in increasing our rubber production, particularly
over large areas in the dry zone, where the normal rubber trees
cannot be grown. Similarly, the Botany Department of the
Madras University has alsocome forwardto carry out research

on mycorrhiza for improving the gorwth of Tropical Pines. In.
this Project, the University of Edinburgh, U.K. is also willing
to lend their support. A Professor from that University recently
visited K odaikanal in Tamil Nadu and has offered to collaborate
with the Madras University and the Tamil Nadu Forest Depart-
ment in this project. I would like that such projects are taken
up on a larger scale. :

IV SOUTHERN SILVICULTURISTS’
CONFERENCE
ON

DRY ZONE AFFORESTATION
On

9th FEBRUARY, 1983
At

THE MADURAI KAMARAJ UNIVERSITY
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Thiru Subbiah Pillai was born in

Palayamkottai, Tirunelveli district!
in 1897. He did his schooling in

St. Xavier’s High School, Palayam-

kottai and passed the London Matric

in 1917 as a private candidate. Fai-
ling to secure admission to the Madras
Medical College, he groped about

for a while, till he found that his great
mijssion in life was to promote Tamil
letters.

He and his elder brother Tiruvar-
anganar were great admirers of Marai-.
malai Adigal. They opened a book-
shop in Colombo for the sale of the
works of Mariamalai Adigal and
other scholars. In 1920, Tirvaran-
ganar established the -South India
Saiva Siddantha Kazhagam at Tiru-
nelveli. Its branch was. opened in
Madras in 1921 and Subbiah was
appointed as its agent. When Tiru-
varanganar passed away in 1944,
Subbiah succeeded him as the Secre-
tary and became the Managing Dire-
ctor of the Society.

The publishing house was active
from the very beginning . A Tamil
monthly literary journal, *‘Sentham 1
Selvi’ was launched. In book publi-
shing the firm aimed at the diffussion
of religious (especially saiva) ethical,
‘and . worthy secular literature, classi-
cal as well as modern, translation of
Tamil works in to other languages
and significant literature in other
languages (notably English) into
Tamil. The first book to be issued
by the Kazhagam was appropriately
enough, Thiruvadi Pugazhmalai.
Today, after sixty years, the total
number of publications is 1750 or
more.

“ Subbiah bought the Janasakthi
press and renamed it ‘Appar Acha-
kam’. Learned commentaries on

Tolkapiyam and other works of
grammer; the whole ensemble of”

Sangam Classics;the celebrated Tiruk-
kural in a diversity of editions one
of them with Mu.Va’s paraphrase
achieving a sale of a million copies;
the classics of religious divination
and ecstacy like Tirumandiram,
Tevaram, Tiruvasagam and Tiru-
pugazh, Philosphic classics like Mei-
kandanar’s etc.,

He was responsible for bringing
out popular editions of ancient Tamil
Classics and bringing to the notice
of foreign scholars and the English
speaking world the richness of Tamil
language andliterature by publishing
the English translations of Tirukk-
ural and Naladiar by G.U.Pope.,
Collections from the Sangam classies,
Neethi Nool Pathu (TenTamil ethics).
He also published the Tamil transia-
tions of James Allen’s works, and
with the help of eminent jurists, has
been responsible for bringing out
publications on Jurisprudence, Law
of Torts and Parliamentary procedure
in Tamil.

133vd Horticultural show

:shri for his
‘the cause of Tamil in 1964,

Maraimalai Adigal had bequeathed *

his very considerable private library
of rare lamil books and other schol-

arly works to the Kazhagam. This

priceless - colléction of about 4000
books formed the nucleus of the
Maraimalai Adigal library. 5,000
more books were added to the library
from, the Kazhagam’s garner. There
has been steady accession including
whole librarles even of noted histo-

.rians. To-day, the library has about

35,000 books and rare manuscripts.

The life of Thiru Subbiah is that
the biography merges with the history
of a dedicated family, as also that
of the Kazhagam and its collateral
institutions, and even with that of
the ‘Pure Tamil’ movement and the
Tamil literary renaissance witnessed
during the last sixty years.

The Kazhagam, under the able

.guidance of Thiru -Subbiah has

organised conferences and vizhas,
the lectures given and the papers
presented have been collected and
published, The Tiruvalluvar Vizha,
the Maraimalai Adigal vizha .have
been organised and held to keep the
flame of Tamil letters and culture
alive and aloft. T

Besides the Kazhagam, the Siva- -

gnana Munivar’s Library, the Tiru-
valluvar Tamil College and Kumara-
guruparar Nursery School were
started at Tirunelveli. Branches cf
the Kazhagam have been established
at Madurai, Coimbatore, Kumba-
konam and Tiruchirappalli.

Aside from his manifold activities
directed towards the reilizationofthe
far aims of the Kazhagam and its
connected institutions, Subbiah was
known in his own right as a writer,
especially of books for children. He
wrote for his children first and his
books have since become a legacy for

all children. Besides, the Kazhagam

has sponsored publication of about
300 books for children.

Subbiah served as a member of the
‘Academy of Tamil Culture’ and of
the ‘Advisory Committee of the
Tamil Development of Research
Council”. He was given the Padma-
distinguished services in

——(COVER STORY)
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of the Agri-Horticulture Association was inaugurated by Thiru
Information and Religious-Endowments on 4.2.1983 at Madras

- R. M. Veerappan Minister for
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Kudos to Tamilr Afasu

from Gujarat

Chief Minister
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The

marked
appreciation from the Chief Minister of
Gujarat Thiru Madhav Sinh Solanki,- when
an invited group of pressmen from Tamilnadu
met the Chief Minister.

“Tamil Arasuw’® won

While talking to the guests, the Chief
Minister was given a copy of the English
edition of our journal. The Honourable
Chief Minister who went through the journal
at once remarked on the colourful wrapper,

4 A his :
the design and layout which had attracted is ‘acopy of Tamil Arasa. The photographer

attenticn.

Complimenting the Department on
bringing out a government journal so well, he
said : “Congratulations for having brought
out the journal in such an attractive manner.”

In the midst of his conversation he

wanted to know about the circulation of the
journal, the number of copies sold, the
number of subscribers etc., He was happy
1o learn that there was a separate printing
'press for Tamil Arasu journal. He was ama-
zed to know that the Tamil edition had a wide
circulation.

While talking with the visiting press-
men, the Chief Minister was leafing through

‘of the Information Department of Gujarat
{took a photograph of the Chief Minister
| going through ‘Tamil Arasu’, Later the Chief
Minister hosted a dinner to the Tamilng*~
- pressmen.

 THIRU THQAS STUBBS, the new Deputy British High Commissioner
for U,K. at Madras, called on the Chief Secretary to Government,
(Addl .charge) Thiru K. Chokkalingam, i.AS., on 21.2.°83

at the Secretariat.
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India is the recipient of congratulations from all over
‘the world for the success achieved by us as hosts of
the 9th Asian Games.

Stadia were built in record time. Colour television
brought the games live into millions of homes ail over
the country and abroad. Computers, electronic’
exchanges, micro-wave and satellite links were
smoothly and efficiently utilised in a mammoth network
of services. i

An apt example of what united endeavour and hard
- work can achieve.

Similar success can be achieved in other spheres of
national development if we work in the same spirit.

LET US ALL JOIN HANDS
TO BUILD A STRONG NATION

s
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