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NALU MANTIRI KATAI

Edited by

VIDVAN T. KRISHNAMURTHY

Tamil language is rich with many an ancient classical work
on ethics known for their influence in ennobling the life of the
people. But they are written in a high flown style and are availed
mostly by the learneds. In later days simple poetical works were
produced so as to benefit even laymen. They were of simple
rhymes and style with numerous morals, necessary for all walks
of life. Atticidi, Paficatantram etc., belong to this group of
literary works.

This simple and beautiful work ¢ Nalu Mantiri Katai’, is one of
such kind. Itis couched in literary form called ¢ Kummi.’ Tt
explains the havoc that would come out of thoughtless acts.

The story in this poem deals with the four ministers of the
king Alakendra of Alakapuri. The king suspected one of the
ministers and enquired the other three about it. They said that
no one should be blamed without proper enquiry and each
explained his advice by a story. The king was convinced by the
advice of the three ministers, called for the first and examined
him thoroughly. The king found him innocent and presents were
given to all the ministers.

It is understood, from the introductory stanza that one
“Cinnattambi’, is the author of this work. This is based
on a palm leaf manuscript, preserved in the G.0.M.L. Madras,
under R. No. 2038 of the Triennial Catalogue of Tamil
Manuscripts.
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PALAIYANANTAR NANA-K-KUMMI

Edited by
VIDVAN T. PERIYANDAVAN

Anmas (souls) take their births in this world according to their
Karma. God himself has showed different paths for the salva-
tion of the souls. To enable such souls to find the right path
suited to their salvation, men of spiritual wisdom have suggested
practical ways of Yoga and Nana.

Palaiyanantar, is the author of this work. Palaiyanantar Nana-k-
kummi, is one such spiritual poem. The work is in simple style
though rich in its philosophical content.

From certain references it is gathered that the author belongs
to Maturdpuri. This work is based on the palm leaf preserved in
this Library under D. No. 1803 of the Descriptive Catalogue.
There is another palm leaf work under R. No. 7594. This is also
collated with D. No. 1803 and is edited with the necessary

additions and corrections.
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