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Coining Technical Terms ;
; St PR A.Munian
. Department of Linguistics,
Madurai Kamaraj Univer-
oW T _ sity, Madurai - 625 021,
1.0. Introduction
it :Ibchnicaltermisaspecialiaedtypeoftetm. It permits efficient
and precise communication among specialists who know the concepts
that such terms refer to. It is defined by the content it stands for-and not
- by any peculiarities in its linguistic structure. In general, a term must
lack ambiguity. That is there should be only one concept to one term.
The term should also preferably be international and capable of forming
- derivations, when a term is used in comraon parlance, it acquires a whole
range of meanings in addition to its scientific meaning.
Technical terms are efficient and useful bec ause they are
shorter than the corresponding full description or definition. Further, a
technical term is always more precise than a‘descriptive terms,
2.0. Strategies employed for coining Teclinical terms
In the present paper, teh terxts chosen for analysis are the pre-
scribed science textbooks for the students at higher secondary school
level. Especially the textbooks prescrited for the science subjects, Fur-
ther the present paper attempts to find out the strategies employed by the
translators or translating the technical terms from source language (SL) to
target language(TL).
2.1. Word-for word
¢ In word-for-word translation, the SL word 6rder is preserved and
_ the words are translatéi one by one by their most common meanings.
Word-for-word translation is adopted to preserve the collocational mean-
ings and at times it may not serve the purpose. Iis considered to be one
of the primary handicaps encountered during translational process. Nida
(1963) opines that word-for-word translation takes to word as the unit of
translation. On the assumption that there is a corresponding word in the
TL for each SL word. The meanining of individual word is influenced by
_ the context and the situation when the word ‘eye-ba;;’ is translated, the
following variations are found in the student’s translation.
_ English to Tamil :
(Es_'e l;‘m\aariations; “karu vili’, ‘vilikooLam’, ‘kanvili’, ‘kanpantu’. In
this example the SLI word ‘Eye’ is translated in TL as ‘kan’. Similarly the
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- SL2 word “Ball’ is translated in TL as ‘pantu’. Both the translated equiva-
lents preserve SL. word order and these are translates singly by their most
common meanings which are in the every day word stock in TL. Even
though the translated words convey the exact meaning in isolation, their
' collocational meaning is entirely different. The textbook equivalent for
the SL word ‘vilikkolam’ in T1. Even though the words ‘kan’ and ‘vili’
seem to be identical, the word ‘vili’ is quite out of usage and it has be-
come more of poetic than prosaic. Therefore, the word ‘pantu’ resembles
the objects like ‘koolam’, ‘uruntai’ by shape. most of the times, the
translator habitually associates the SL words to that of ‘football’, hand-
ball’ etc and correlates them in a similar way as ‘kaal pantu, ‘kai pantu’,
etc.. : :

. Itis-observed that the translators make an attempt to seek word-
for-word translation or one-to-one correspondence either at word level or
phrase level only which they are not familiar with the textbook equiva-
lents.

2.2. Loan Words .

This is a minimal translation method which the translator adopts
the word in the TL along with the object or practice. The translator
. transcribes a SL. word in graphological system of the TL. The loan words
or transliterations are always free forms. Bound forms are borrowed as
such only with extreme rarity. When no other term is consiered to be
precise or appropriate, the translator uses an SL word for the TL word.
When the word ‘Armature’ is translated, the following variations are found:

English to Tamil
Armature -
Variations: : :

- ‘kampicurl’, ‘aarmaccuur’, ‘culal curul’ and ‘teenirumpu curul’.
It is observed that the translators equated with several variation in TL for
the SL word ‘armature’. Among the variations, it is noted that translitera-
tion is one of the strategies adopted by the translators. Very few of the
translator retains the textbook equivalent ‘cural cural’. The translator
makes an attempt for a letter-for-letter equivalents by using the alphabets
of the TL. The translators seem to be out of ideas about the SL word
‘armature’ and hence they opted for a loan word in TL which in ‘aarmaccur’.
In this process of translation, either the translator attempts to correlate
with any synonymous form or leaves it unanswered.
When confronted with a new object or practice for which words
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~ areneeded, the translator may or may not accept the SZ words along with
 the new cultural item. Instead, the translator may adopt material which s
Mm the target language. However, the precise adaptation may be
~ in one way or another patterned on the verbal behaviour of the source
. When translating the word ‘Beats’ the following variation are

Variations: -

s ‘Tutippukal, ‘vimmalkal’, ‘atikal’ and ‘atirvukal’.

~The textbook equivalents of the SL terms are treated as loan shift or

- coinage process. Generally, a word will have a lexical as well as contex-
tual meaning. The meaning which is deciphered from the contextual

_ clues will not have any variations. On the contrary, the lexical meaning
will render more than one variation. The tianslators equated the SL word

 “beats’ with several variations in TL as this word does not carry any
appropriate contextual clues. The textbook equilvalent is ‘vimmalkal’.
Among the other variables, the translators substitute words the
‘tutippukal’, ‘atikal’, etc., which are also synonymous in nature.

2.4. Non-equivalents

e While the translators find it difficult to correlate or think of the

" linguistic sign or the concept of the SL word, they end up ultimately in
improper coinage in the TL. The selection of non-equivaleat word arises
mainly out of misconception of the phonemic and morphological level.

The textbook equivalent for the SL word ‘aggregate’ TL in

‘mottam’. Some of the translators do not seem to have understood the

 appropriate semantic notion of the SL word ‘aggregate’ and they have
equated with several similar and dissimlar variations like ‘caraacari’,
*pattataari’, and ‘vivacaayam parriya patippu’. Further, they wrongly

associate the SL word with words like ‘graduate’, ‘agriculture’, which is
in a way appear to be homophonous in structure with the former. The
translator encounters problem in corresponding the SL word ‘agronomy’.
The textbook equivalent for SL word ‘agronomy’ in TL is ‘ulaviyal’. It
is interesting to note that the translators have made attempt to associate
the SL word ‘agronomy’ with ‘agriculture’, ‘astroomy’ and ‘asu:ology'
and thus resulted in semating deviance by substituting non-equivalent
words like ‘vivacaaya!n’, ‘aakaaya paﬁppu’, kuricol’ respectxvely in the

s iy

3.0, Conclusion | £ |
' The strategies employed by the translators in coining t.echmcal
term indicates that there are lot of variations against each technical term
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in the process of translating a term from SL to TL and vice-versa. It is
known fact that a technical term is always more precise than a descriptive
term. Moreover, the general vocabulary employed in scientific text has a
direct bearing on its referential meaning. That is the words used in their
primary logical meaning, unlike the vocabulary items of literary prose
which have necessarily intratextual meaning and have a tendency to be
-interpreted in more than one way.

The translation of words is considered to be the most difficult
aspect of translation. The reason for the difficulties with the ‘words mainly
lies with the factor that the translators either do not understand them
properly or find them hard to translate. By scanning the above five

 strategies, the fotlowing observations have been made.
3.1. Word-for word translation is a stratgegy in which the words are
translated singly and the semantic variation of the collection is given
“least importance. In this process, the translators choose a clause equiva-
lent for a SL word in the TL rather than an appropriate one when a
precise equivalent is not available or they cannot recall an appropriate -
one or the text book equivalent at the time of translation.
3.2.Use of loan words is a process in which the translators make an at-
tempt for letter-for-letter equivalent by using the alphabet of the target
language. This adoption of transliteration in local scripts arises mainly
due to the reason that the translators are neither familiar with the term nor
do they understand the mechanics of the word concerned.- .
3.3.Coinage is a process in which the translators adapt loan shift mecha-
nism to translate the SL word into TL. Here, the translators equate the SL
word with a known vocabulary which is already in use in the TL. How-
ever, the appropriate adaptation in one way or another is patterned on the
verbal system of the SL. The words supplied by the translators confine to
the txtobook equivalents in the TL.
3.4.Non-equivalent is a process in which the translators supply words in
Tl which are impertinent to the SL words. The reason for such improper
- or dissimilar variations, or semantic deviance might be due to the mis-
conception of the SL word at the phonemic and morphological level.
Reference:
Nida, E.a. 1964. Towards a Science of Translating, E.J. Brill, London.
1974. The Theory and Practice of Translation, E.J. Brill,

London.

Thirumalai, M.S., 1979. Language in Science, Geetha Book House,
Mysore.
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Raclsm In Toni Mornson s Novel Sula
C.Nagalakshmi, M. Phil Schalor
Department Of English
Madurai Kamarajar University.

Introduction :-

In the 1970’s and 80’s there was a burst of creative activity
in Afro - American fiction Emest Gainer Dawid Bradley, Toni
Morrison, Allice walker and gloria Naylor are some of the important
figures They focussed on women’s exeriences rather than man’s ex-
periences. Although Toni Morrison is a prolific writer with a wide
variety of thematic concerns I have chosen to focus on Racisn in Toni
Morrison’s novel sula.

Major Thems in Toni Morrisons novel SULA

Toni Morrison’s SULA a contemporary novel about
femalé friendship, offers a view of female psychological development
that defies traditional male - centrd interpretations of female develop-
ment and calls out for an expansion of the women centered paradigm,
Both the novel’s subject (minority experiences) and its treatment
implicity certique the psychoiogy’s usual focus on the experiences of
middle class white women, who are of ten bound by conventional
social relationships. Her novels of this period convey “ a protest mes-
sage” and they confirm to the “over riding theme” of this period. Toni
morrison devoted her writing to deal with either loves or its absence.

Theme of SULA

Sula deals with themes of race, woman hood the effencts
of history, the contingencies of love, good veusus evil and life and
death , ecaming. how al these interwine to affevct the beliefs and ac-
tions of individuals. My final care in point is racism.

Racism is seen as a “ man - made, man-enforced phenom-
enon.dt may be defired as a groupp - behaviour and group - emotion
of a race of people against another. Both groups seem to have
dissimiar physical characteristics. This dl&c;nmlanty compels one group
to treat another group as if it did not belong to human race. In the
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modem times of collective living this treatment leads to social upheav-
als. Toni Morrison in her writings highlight the facts of racism and
gender ]
discrimintation sula has with in its ambit of scenes of racial and gender
fiseriminat

Morrison’s Depiction of SULA :-

Morrison depicts friendship between sule and nel as “
cial, different and the major focus of the novel sula. This fnendslup
while falling short of a physical bondmg,”mvolved a spmtual bonding
transcended the flesh “ and was mungh superior to a portrayal of -
actual physical bonding would have been any way.

Morrison

explores in this novel what this loss means to each woman and how it
" affects the complex personality of sula who attracints and rpels at the

same time. sulaand Nel how integrally it is related to the survival of

teir community, the author focuses her vision on a confromtation

betweem the old values of the community and the new urban values

which sularepresents.

In sula the gender discrimination is more dominatnt where |
slavery is one of the reasons of distionctions between the two realities
of the whites and Blacks, the possibility of the psychologlcal apathy in
regard to gender and sescuality, in a slave atmosphere has always
been larger, ultimately however Morrison portrays how material pros-
perity and licentiousness are confused by the characters. This leads to
the destruction of te protogonist sula and also to the destruction of the
- community of African-Americans at Botton: Bottom in sula has two
clear perspectives namely a histroical perspective and an economic
perspective.

The impact of Racism :-

Morrison in her novels through her conscions use of
the impact of racism and sexism on the psyche of the African American’s
rouses as out of our complacency not only is she conscious of the
many ways of portraying the issue of race. Her novels become
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stercotyped. but more

importantly the problem of class and gender. It is this characteristic
ofher work that makes for its rich complexity and its compelling and
continued interest.

Racism and sexism seem to be mahor themes in Toni
morrisons and these are given an elaborate descrition community
dynamics is another theme and the back. Ameicans are presented in
the bank drop of their our community man- woman relation ship and ¢
flowering of friendship do not exape the canvas of Toni morrison. . -
The problem of race and gender in Toni morrison’s fiction is partly
the nostalgic out come of foreign settlement
and partly. the aceptance of the dictates set by the supermacy of the
white society. The problem of racism and gender discrimination is
presented clothed in the perceprion of slavery s practised in the
American society . This is a distinct clubbing done by Toni Morrison
Sula realizes that she suffers because she is a woman in a male -
dominated society. she suffers not only in the hands of whites but also
in the hands of blacks . A blac could be seen as a general trend in the
white dorninted society. discrimination as a woman coulld be seen
both from the white - dominated and male dommated society.

Conslusion :-

, Toni Morrison’s character’s experience themselves as
wounded or imprisoned, not only by virtue of their gender. but
additionaly by racial and economic division within American cuture.
Thus in sula the emphasis is on race and gender,Any stand of moral- .

ity is for from symmetry, developmg along very mpmdlctable lines of
-spaceand time.
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