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Tel: “CHALK ” Kumbakonam Estd. 1920

OUR 34th YEAR OF SERVICE

TO ALL

o

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

ALK WORKS
AM .

Manufacturers & Suppliers of :

HIGH CLASS CHALKS

(Borr CoroureEp & WHITE )

GURUNATHAN CHALK WORKS

KOTTAIYUR, KUMBAKONAM S. I.
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KANNIAH PHOTO STUDIO

KUMBAKONAM

THE STUDIO FOR PRECISION
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»  QUICK WORK
» PROMPT DELIVERY
»  THECHNICAL SKILL

We request a visit to our studio. We
% undertake oil paintings, enlargements,
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cinema slides and all photographic work
at very cheap rates and charges.
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i ELECTRICAL INSTRUMENTS

OF QUALITY
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RHEOSTATS - ONE, TWO FOUR TUBES

AND FINE ADJUSTMENT

.
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CALIBRATED RESISTANCES & SHUNTS

M A e

DIAL TYPE - P. O. BOXES & RESISTANCE BOXES
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Leaflet from:
The Standard Scientific Instuuments. Co.,

115, BRODIES ROAD, MADRAS -~ 28
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Kasi & S@thu

AGENTS:
Standard Vacuum Oil Cos -

Standard 8 & Standard Vanguard Cars and Stucebaker Truckss
Direct Importers & Dealers in Automobile: Parts.

STOCKISTS: India Cements.

Raman & Raman LiEd.

Fleet owners of buses, lorries & taxis, Mail contractors,
efficient automobile repairers,

plying buses in Tanjore, Kumbakonsm & Mayuram towns
and in the mofussil routes.

For both the above companies:

: HEAD OFFICE:
NAGESWARAN NORTH St., KUMBAKONAM

Telegram: “RAMANRAMAN s Phone: 75
BRANCHES:
GANDHIJI ROAD, TANJORE.
Telegram: “RAMANRAMAN " b Phone: 75 A&

KORANAD BAZAAR MAYURAM
33, NADAMUNI St., T’NAGAR MADRAS - 17.
Telegram: ”ACCEbSORY : Phone: 88277

m

N. KASIRAMAN &, Sc., N. SETHURAMA_N B. SC., DiM LT,
Engineer,
Raman & Raman Ltd.,
Partner, Kasi & Sethu, &
Life member of X. C. 0 B« As

Director,
Raman & Raman Ltd.,
Partner, Kasi & Sethu, &
Life member of K, c. 0, B. A,
Mr. N. Kasiraman and Mr. N. Sethuraman are Old Roys of the
Kumbakonam College and sons of Mr P. S, Narayanan, Managing Director,

Raman & Raman Ltd.
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% SOUTHERN RAILWAY

CONCESSIONAL
Circular Tour Tickets for 11, INTER & 111 CLASSES

FOR FIVE DIFFERENT ROUTES COVERING
PLACES OF HISTORICAL, RELIGIOUS AND OTHER INTEREST.
FARES

1 Tour No Miles II Class 1mter Class ITI Class

1 4784 Rs. 301— 7—8  Rs. 196—12—6 Rs. 113— 0—86

I 5573 354— 2—6 231—1 6 132-13-6
T 1 1620 1012140 66 ~15—0 38— 50
1 W 17687 109-10—0 72—15-86 41—12-—0
T v 2275 142-14—0 94— 60 54— 4—0
i ALSO FOR CIRCULAR TOURS OF YOUR OWN CHOICE

t APPROVED BY RAILWAY

1 TICKETS AVAILABLE FOR THREE MONTHS

¥ For detailed information, please apply to :-

.} CHIEF COMMERCIAL SUPERINTENDENT, SOUTIERN RAILWAY,

I PARK TOWN, MADRAS.

b oR

.% PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER, I8-4, MOUNT ROAD, MADRAS,
OR

i CONTACT THE NEAREST DISTRICT TRAFFIC SUPERINTENDENT.
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) ]
‘f Cellegians Jo-day '{
i FHave Leaunt ta Uppreciate }
!
} )
{ CO-OPTEX !
‘ HANDLOOM FABRICS — — ¥
& FOR THEIR PERSONAL WEAR +
both for day-to-day and occasions. I

& Like the rest of their countrymen they
Available at Numer- have been convinced of the RBEXCEL-

K
S

! ous Depots and Em. LENCE OF CO-OPTEX m COLOUR, }'

&  poriums throughont DESIGN, TEXTURE, FINISH,

] tho country. SERVICEABLENESS AND ECONOMY. {

i : : i
The Madras State Handloom Weavers’ Co-op. Society Ltd. ¢

} 34, Pantheon Road, Egmore, Madras - 8. %

Qf L <]

£

[ S e A T R N AW =



£ S S WK DI K AC KK xxxk@xxxxxxXxxxr*g
estD, 1047, )‘

Jn Service through Science We Progress X

WE STOCK AND SELL: R

PTI Optical Instruments. X

PYE & CAMBRELL Precision Idstruments. %
CAMBRIDGE Elettrical Instruments. X
GERMAN Micrdscopes. X
SIGCOL & GERMAN Glasswares. X
Pure & A. R. Chemicals of standard forzign makes. g((
X

X

X

X

X

N

X

X

%

Biological charts, modsels etc.

*

FOR FULL PARTICULARS PLEASE CONTACT:

M/s. FREE INDIA SCIENTIFIC Co.,

T4A, KOTEAWALCHAVADI ST,

SAIDAPET B MADRAS ~ 15

A RO TR K XXXXX@XXXXXXXXXXXXX

NP & & &'@ P 4 xxxxxxxxxxxxca
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FOR THOSE WHO ‘CHOOSE’ THEIR

DRINKS
BREADS, BUNS, & CAKES ETC.

VINCENTS

ARE

THE BEST
VINCENT & Co. Ltd., TRICHINOPOLY,

Branches :
MADRAS, KUMBAKONAM, MADURAI, KARAIKUDT
TINNEVELLY, COIMBATORE, AND SALEM,

SIS SHC B HE DEC S SHC DRERC SHC S SRS SRS ST KO
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'l%l The Kumbakonam Banlk Limifed.

H. 0: KUMBAKONAM

BECAME A SCHEDULED BANK IN MARCH 1945

@.I Sii Se CVainanatlm Jyn,-B,AuB-En Su S HMakalinga Jyer, B.AB.L.,
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PRESIDENT MANAGING NIRECTOR
Branches at :
MANNARGUDI, NAGAPATANAM, AYYAMPET, NANNILAM
TIRUKKATTUPPALLI, TIRUVARUR, MANAPPARAI & MAYAVARAM

Subscribed Capital . Rse 4,35,750
Paid-up Capital eee .« Rs. 3,38270
Reserve & Other Funds . Rs. 385541
Working Funds exceed e Rs» 69,00_,000

It pays you to have banking business with us
BECAUSE WE HAVE

A good record of confinuous Banking Service to the Public
tor over four and a half decades.
- A wide reputation for Safely, Security, Stability and Economy.
An eminent and influential Board of Directors.
Thrift and economy Schemes o suit all classes of investors.
Special and courteous attention to each customer

AND TRANSACT Banking Business of every description.

CURRENT ACCOUNTS: Interest at 1 per cent per annum on
daily balances of Rs. 50/- and its multiples.

SAVINGS BANK: Interest ab 2% per cent per annum on daily
balances of Rs. 5/- and its multiples - with-
drawal by cheques - a facility.

MONTHLY SAVINGS DEPOSIT ACCOUNTS: A small Rupee
every month and a lump sum at the end of
1, 2 or 3 years.

FPIXED DEPOSITS: On aftractive terms - please apply for rates
of interest.

If you open a FIXED DEPOSIT ACCOUNT with a mini-
mum of Rs. 2,000/- only for o period of one or two years you can
claim the “special privilege of having the interest on your fixed
Deposits _credited quarterly to a special account known as
«SAVINGS ACCUMULATION ACCOUNT”, - a unique feature
in our Bank.

Open an account with the KUMBAKONAM DBANK Lrp. - A
Conservator of Commercial Virtues.

8. Mahalinga Iyer

Managing Director
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X Service with Security %
b Throughout ifs career of over 34 years the “ JUPITER

GENERAL ” has always held and continues to hold
& 8 front rank position in the Insurance World. By
! msuring with the “JUPITER GENERAL” you
<+ ensure SAFETY, SECURITY and SERVICE.
1 ALL KINDS OF LIFE AND GENERAL
1 INSURANCE BUSINESS TRANSACTED

TOTAL Assets Over Rs. 3,35,00,000

THE JUPITER GENERAL
INSURANCE Co., LIMITED

Head Office: BANK STREET - FORT - BOMBAY-1
Administrator: Dewan Bahadur, R« VARADACHARI
BRANCHES AND AGENCIES THROUGHOUT INDIA AND
IN TAKISTAN, BURMJA, CEYLON, ADEN AND AFRICA
l Principal Office in SouthIndia, JUPITER HOUSE, 167, Broaduay, MADRAS.

Branch Manager : R. RANGANATHAN Phone ; 2547 ;
&WWW%WH@%H%W‘WMMMMJ
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D. S. & Sons

SWEETS

Che Choice of your Child
BEST IN THE MARKET

.S,uperior in Q_.uality
*

The Southern India Confectionery Factory
KUMBAKONAM :: (South India)

EsTp. 1925
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Tel, Address: “ HARISONS” '#‘

e o

ORIGINAL SHOP

R. K. Hariswami Q\Ie'z gous

Sole Proprietor : R. K..H. RAMAIYER
Lace Silk Cloth Manufacturers & Wholesale Merchants

No. 5, Sri Ramaswami Koil East Street,
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AMBIKA HOTEL

GANDHI PARK NORTH HH KUMBAKONAM

<

*,
s

For your homely food
YOUR PLEASING DISHES
COURTEQUS SERVICE
HYGIENIC CONVENIENCE
SATISFYING YOUR PALATE

X e

B A AEian. g

“Visit Ambika Hotel once and you become its

permanent Customer
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1 P. 8. NARAYANA IYER 1
!- PROPRIETOR %
1 QIO
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THE TANORE CO-OPERATIVE MARKETING FEDERATION Ltd,

VIJAYAPURAM P, O. TIRUVARUR

(ESYABLISHED 1941) d

Phone No. 8 Gram: “FEDERATION” Post Box No 15
(Organisation ot Producers of Tanjore District
with branches all over the Tanjore District)
Suppliers of Paddy & rice to all deficit Districts: stockists and Distributors ®
e of Chemical Fertilisers: Agents for distribution of P.§$. G. products
L (Rgricultural Implements.) 9
¢ PRESIDENT:  8ri V. 8. Thyagaraja Mudaliar . A,

.
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“

] OTHER MEMBERS OF THE BOARD : [

T b 8ri K. Narayanasamy Iyer, Koothanur. T

& 2, O.A.Narayanasamy Iyer, B A., B.T,, Tanjore. &
3 . A.Kuppiah Mudaliar, Mannargudy. ]

< 4, V. Kothandapany Naidu, Ottathattai {.

r 5 , S.Muthukumarasamy Mudaliar, Vadapathimangalam.

g 6, K.Thiruvengada Mudaliar, B.A., Munniyur. 4

& 7 ,, A.Rengarajan B.a., Tular.

t 8 ,, 8. Ramalingasamy Nattar, B. A.,B 1, Tanjore. 1T

4 9 Soundararaja Pillai, Panangady.

»
SECRETARY : g

o
i N. Bhanmugasundaram Pillai. )
R
1 Deputy Registrar & Secretary, T
e R A e e S S G U APPSR




KUMBAEONAM, ([0 10 g
the seat of learning in the South, 3
is proud to celebrate the CENTENARY of the
GOVERNMERT COLLEGE.

KUMBAKONAM
' is also the seat of learning in
HOMOEOPATHIC MEDICINE

\f
in
SOUTH INDIA
%

SOeg

<

2

SO

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF HOMOEOPATHS

“HOMEO HOUSE” J¢: .+ KUMBAKONAM.

X . . 1
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THE SOUTH INDIA INSURANCE
COMPANY LIMITED

(ESTABLISHED 1934)*

TRANSACTS
FIRE, MARINE, ACCIDENT, AND MISCELLANEOUS
INSURANCE BUSINESS

% W NN I NN RO ANCNNKN, 2 X

MADRAS BRANCH

4 & 5, FIRST LINE BEACH, MADRAS.
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MINERVA GUIDES
THERE 1S A MINERVA GUIDE FOR EVERY TEXT

MADRAS UNIVERSITY

INTERMEDIATE 1956 &s. as. B. A, 1956 RS, As,
W Richard IT Text alon 10 Aniony & Oleopatra Guide) 3 8
\ Cymbeline (Guide) 2 8
o Nelesalone L 0 ey (Tt & Guide)s 15 )
Minor Poewns (Text & Guide) 1 14 Selections from Decline & @
The Selected English Fall of the Roman Empire, g
10 Selecied Hinglis l()é‘ffﬁ@ o g BookII Guide) P 19
The Citizen of the World (Guide) 2 8 Et%v:‘lésovr&osrillezzgg?;e)((}uxde) 431 lf
David Copperfield (Guide) 1 9 The Return of the Native
o forr g Guide) 1 9
Sto'ues fl.om Tagore (Qlude) 0 15 Twenty-three Tales  (Guide)l 9
Thirty-nine Steps (Guide) , 0 15 Passage to India (Guide) 1 9y
o] MINERVA GUIDES SECURE SUCCESS. :
For copies ask your book-sellers or write to:
THE MINERVA PUBLISHING HOUSE,
24, HALLS ROAD, EGMORE, MADRAS-8
Phone : 86650
wmmmMzzzmms
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Always at your Service at Kumbakonam

ARYA BI

BOARDING & LODGING
110, 112 BIG STREET

and at

Centenary SGrounds, Govt. College.

Branches:

ARYA BH AVAN (BRANCH)

KUMBAKONAM

MUTT STREET

NEW RENGA VILAS

RAILWAY STATION ROAD = : KUMBAKONAM

PLEASE TASTE OUR BEST COFFEE; TIFFIN;
DELICIOUS, EXCELLENT AND HOMELY MEALS.
OUR MOTTO IS THE ENTIRE SATISFACTION

OF OUR CUSTOMERS.

WE HAVE UNDERTAKEN CATERING IN
THE COLLEGE PREMISES FOR THE CENTE-
NARY WEEK.

P. K, GANGADHARAN,
&
R. M. P. SEETHARAMAN, M. R. SETHURAMA IYER,

MANAGERS, PROPRIETOR.

2133,

8
|
£
9

5
g
3
2
9
g
5
2
)

AT

e

A A

¢
5
S
8
5

SO

e WWWWWWWWWWWW%



sx;x:sx:nxxnkucxucxamnzxuxurx:xwcxa:tunxxﬁ

X
%  T.A TAYLOR & Co. (MADRAS) Ltd. |
;: 109, ARMENTAN STREET, MADRAS-1. ;
;“ AGENTS FOR « §
X (1) GOODLASS WALL LTD. BOMBAY ¥
| for Paints, Oils, Enamels, Distempers. ¥
;: (2) HINDUSTAN CARBONS LTD., DELHI ;5
N for Carbon, Papers, Typewriter Ribbons, ¥
N Stamp Pads and Stamping Inks. X
N (3) THE COSM0OS INDIA RUBBER WORKS ¥
X LTD., BOMBAY ¥
§ for Indusbrial Rubber Goods and X
M Rubber Flooring. §
éxucx;cxusx:ux:cxucxéxaxxaxxcxx:xa:xu:&xé
ixn:ucxacxznxx:xu:xtx::Kxuchxxcxucxxsxxm

SERVICE AND SECURITY
FROM

paubtlan usurance Co., 0.

ASSETS NEARLY Rs. | CRORE
FIRE : MARINE : ACCIDENT

Head Office:
PANDYAN BUILDING, MADURAL

Branches :
BOMBAY, CALCUTTA, DELHI, MADRAS, NAGPUR, SHOLAPUR,
BANGALORE, TRIVANDRUM, COIMBATORE & COCHIN.

X
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Rani C;Qangayyar Sone, ;
HKumbakonam. ‘{
]
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Tl'\e Beﬁ and O]desjr firm for Fa;]ﬂiay\al:)]e and “f
Durable Handloom woven Silk Sar’ee5 of all ,
De;cr’ipi‘ion;; ;imP]e, laced ay\.c] ﬁne;lf de;fgrxﬁ. %
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&
1 T]r\e firm that cajrel/; lo all {‘a;Jre_;. ;
% BORDERS A SPECIALITY- :
'% QUuUALITY EXCELLENT-
¥ PERFECT FINISHED PRODUCTS-. g
‘, 3
e sa e+ @b
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SRI RAM RADIOS, KUMBAKONAM. |

O e A

Melody and Harmony go together when i
SRI RAM Speakers Operate........... ‘
d

pu— * —

For all functions,- AC or DC (Battery).
If you want Quality Sound System, contact:

Sui Ram Radies —— |

Prop: M. V. Ramamurthy,
(of M, B. Venkatajalapathy Iyer Son, Raw Silk Merchant)
10, TIRUMALAI NAMBI STREET
KUMBAKONAM

)
-

appreciated. We are glad that we have undertaken
installation of loudspeaker arrangements at the Centenary
Celebrations of the Kumbakonam College.

ot sttt et et Bt et

N.B: Our services at several exhibitions have been highly ;
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“Y HOLD EVERY MAN A DEBTOR TO HIS PROFESSION
FRANCIS BACON (1561-1626)

Every man is o debtor to the world; to his parents, his schoolmaster;
his friends and employers. He owes them his existence; his knowledge;
his bappiness and his daily bread.

To his prdéfession he has another debt: debt due to generations past
whose integrity and skill have given his calling the reputation he enjoys
To them he owes his status as a worker and thinkex.

Profession carries a wider meaning now than a date won: and
yrofessional status is common talk, is extended to many functions in
{,msiness and industry, but it is not won lightly, a long record of publc
respousibilities must come Arst.

Life Insurance igs one such profession and we repay the debt only
by handing on sfill higher standards and a higher slatus than those of
yesterday to the business of tomorrow.

THE
UNITED INDIA LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY LTD.,
MADRAS - |

T el e A Y T O O T Y T Y I Tl Tz
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]
ﬂ COMPLETE
u LADORATORY

EQUIPMENT

m Please contact ;-
g THE

CENTRAL SCIENTIFIC SUPPLIES Co.,

|
g
& LIMITED g
2, Agaram Road t TAMBARAM n

@ Grams: ‘sYPHON'
ﬂ TeLE. {Phone: No. 80751 Extn. 23 n
]
m Manufacturers, Importers and Stockists of ﬂ
Laboratory apparatus of all descriptions
% Chemicals of all Grades. u
© I T DO T e Sy ) e s s G Ny T T Ty e
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INDIAN TRADE
& GEXERAL
INSURANCE C0. LTD.

Jehangir Building, Mahatma Gandhi Road, Bombay.
Telephone: 36881-3

for

ALL CLASSES OF INSURANCE

(EXCEPT LIFE)

BRANCHES AND AGENCIES
THROUGHOUT INDIA AND PAKISTAN

ALSO MANAGERS FOR ENGLISH
& AMERICAN INSURANCE CO. LTD.




ANANDA BOOK DEPOT

“Acton Lodge”, 11 McNichol Road,

students in their gxaminations.
These can be had from all the bookseller$ or directly from us,
Intermediate Physics Simplified
Intermediate Chemistry Simplified
Intermediate Organic Chemistry Simplified I
Lectures on Human Physiology by T. N. Ananthakrishnan,
3. 8c. (Hons ), Lecturer,.Lioyola College, Madrasg
Intermediate Botany Simplified
Intermediate Zoology Simplified
Intermediate Analytical Geometry Made Easy Ly V. 8. Ganapali, M.4A....
Intermediate Algebra Made Easy
Intermediate Calculus Made Easy
Intermediate Geometry Made Easy
Intermediate Trigonometry Made Easy
Exercises in Deductive Logic
Exercises In Inductive Logic
University Questions and Answers in Intermedjate Zoology by T'. N,
Ananthakrishnan, 1. sc. (Hons.), Lecturer, Lioyola College, Madras.
University Questions and Answers in Intermedjate Botany by K. N.
Ruo, pt.sc., Liecturer, Pacharyappu's College, Madras.
University Questions and Answers in Intermediate Physics by V. V.
Kunjuvareed, 8.sc., (Hons }, Lecturen, Loyola College, Madras
University Questions and Answers in intermediate Chemistry by A.
Ramachandra, M. 4., Lecturer, Vivekananda College, Madras
The Merchant of Yenice, Td. by Dr. K. P, Karunakara Menon,
Professor of English, Dr. Alagappa College, Karaikadi o
The Tragedy of julius Caesar Ly Mark Hunter & A. Srinivass Raghavan
King Richard Il by Dr. K P. Karupaksra Menon, Professor of
kinglish, Dr. Alagappa College, Karaikuds .
Minor Poems by A. L. Krishnan and P. Mahadevan
Selections from English Prose—Notes by P. Mahadevan
B. S¢. Practical Organic Chemistry
Aid to Inorganic Chemistry for B, Sc. -
University Questions and Answers in Subsidiary Physics
University Questions and Answers in Subsidiary Zoology by T. N.
Ananthakrishnan, u.se. (Hons.), Lecturer, Loyola College, Madras
Modern Poetry Ly A. T.. Krishnan, Loyola College, Madras
Part I-Milton's “Comus”
Part 11 containing other preseribed poems for B. A. 1956
Cymbeline—Text alone
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We give below thenames of study-helps that we have issued for the AIntermediate,
B. A. & B, S¢ exarvinationss As can be seen, all these books are written by very
experienced Lecturers; we believe that these are just the books that would help the
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Editorial

“Men may come and men may go
But T go on for ecer,”

sings the Cauvery, and the College standing on the banks, says in
majestic silence, - “And so do 1”7 But both the Cauvery and the
College have'the magic power of transforming all metals into gold;
for, hbow many- are the gemy¥ fashioned by thiem and sent forth to
light up the wide world !

“Silently one by one, in the infinite meadows of heaven,
Blossomed the lovely stars, the forget-me-nots of the angels.”

They shed their benign light from afar, lest we stumble in our
way. To them, in love and gratitude, we offer our homage.

This souvenir is intended as a humble tribute to the distin-
guished Old Boys, Principals and Professors of the College, who
have earned for it an honourable position in the educational world
and as a commemoration of its completion of a hundred years of
service in guiding generations of students and equipping them
for their mission in life. The Centenary Celebrations held
under the august auspices of the Governor and Ministers of our
State, leading educationists and eminent Old Boys, are but the
beginning of another era of dedicated service. We are painfully
conscious of the limitations in bringing out such a volume to syn-
chronize with the Celebrations, a record of which will necessarily
have to be postponed to a later issue. The Old Boys and Professors
who figure in the following pages are but a few of the brilliant
array of eminent men, each great in his own line, and the
articles are memorials and not critical appraisals of their life
and work. Their noble example will inspire generations of
students in the future to strive for the noblest ideals of life.

Our sincere thanks are due to the several gentlemen who
have contributed articles and photos at short notice; to the
Registrar, Annamalai University and the Director, All India
Radio, Madras, for the blocks kindly lent by them and the Cauvery
Colour Press for the efficient and speedy execution of the work.

———
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Messages

Dgr. S. RADHEAKRISHNAN,
Vice-President of Indias

I am very pleased to know that the Kumbakonam College
which has been famous in the educational history in South India will
soon celebrate its Centenary. It has produced a large number of
very distinguished men, public servants and scholars.

I hope in
future also 1t will continue to do so.

Mavrnana Apur Kanaum Azap,
Minister for Education, India:

I am desired by Maulana Saheb to thank you for
tion to attend the Centenar

that he regrets it w

your invita-
y Celebrations of your College and o say
ill not be possible for him o do so, on account
of other engagements, He sends his good wishes on the occasion.

Rasrumart AmriT Raur,
Minister for Health, India:

R&jkummi Amrit Kaur is very g
which has produced such eminent men i

qutri and Ramanujam, is shortly fo comyplete the 100th year of its
oxistence.  Much -as she would have hked to participate in the
Conlenary  Celebrations  she vegrets imincnsely her inability to
do 50 as she has already undertuken to tour West Bengal
about this time in response to a long-standing invitation from
there. She has aske &

d me to send you her best wishes for the
success of the Centenary Celgbrations.

lad 9 know that this College,
ke the late Rt. Hon. V. 8. S.



TaE Hon'BLE SrI K. Kamaras NADAR,
Clief Minuster.
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Messages

Sr1 CHINTAMAN DESHMUKH,
Minister for Finance, India:

I am desired by Shri Chintaman Deshmukh, Minister for
Finance, Government of India, to acknowledge with thanks the receipt
-of your letter dated the 25th August and to say that he wishes the
institution well and felicitates 'if on the occasion of its Centenary
Celebrations.

SRI SANTHANAM,
Lisutenant Governor, Vindhya Pradesh:

Thank you for the kind invitation o preside on one of the days
during the Centenary Celebrations of the Kumbakonam College. I
regret that it will not be possible for me to be away from here in Octo-
ber. 8o, I have to content myself with sending my heartiast felicita-
tions and good wishes to the College on this great occasion.

The Kumbakonam College has played a great part in the life
and development of our district and Tamilnad during the last hundred
years. I have every hope that its rccord of secrvice for the next
hundred years will be even greater.

LI * . -
Hox’sLE Mg. JustTicE M. C. MAHAJAN,
Chief Justice of Indiag

]f: is indeed very nice of you to invite me t0 the Cenienary of
your College. I wish the celebrations a great success. I very much
regret that I shall not be able to be personally present at the great func-
tion as ib.is not possible for me to get out of my court.

1 4 * »

Srr KASTURI SRINIVASAN
Managing Editor, THE HINDUs

I ani grateful g0 you for your kind invitation to the Centonary
Celebrations of the Kumbakonam College early in October. T am afraid
I may not be able to attend them owing o other engagements.

I wish the celebrations all success.
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‘Sri. RuMINg. DEVI ARUNDALE:

Thank you for your letter of the 16th instant. I am very
glad to know tifat you have been so successful in gathering so
many eminent gerscnalities to preside over various functions during
the Centenazy Celebrations of the College. I hope all the meetings

will go very well

Wish the Kumbakonam College Centenary every success.

PATPABHI SITARAMATYA,

Governor, Madhaya Pradesh

it g-amans awTEy deniEn den g o
YARETTNA Ty TAEHHErEay avmy §iea, feg
Tl A AT T Ee M, A fifawan g
7 A AR TR ARe | wag |

W HEAAL: AT G9Y A% T A W@ o
I W FTR |

x * *

Sr1 B. G. KHER,

India’s High Commissiner in London

TR AEE 9 e geom Ao v |
TR B se A it R
4 B T AL 2 A el X R AR
T TG ST g -
&4 awd WA R e e | asat an |
Ty /g aed R i |



A Century of Progress

Tn the historic town of Kumbakonam, on the northern
bank of the sacred Cauvery, away from the din" and dust of
the town, a Provincial School started functioning in October
1854, three years before the State Universities of Calcutta,
Bombay ‘and Madras were incorporated. The School was then
housed in an old pile of buildings given by the Senior Rani of
Tanjore. It is said that the real founder of the School was Dewan
Bahadur R. Raghunatha Rao whose pial school for teaching
English to the children of his friends and neighbours became
the nucleus of the Provincial School and later the College.
There is reason to believe that, for some time at least, Kumba-
kopam was the capital of the Chola kings and it appears
that Raghunatha, the Nayak King of Tanjore, came here to
be crowned on the banks of the sacred river. In the palmy
days of the Mahratta Dynasty ab Tanjore, the building
must have been one of the royal palaces. But by 1854, it
was a “straggling one with patched floor, broken doors and

windows, and plaster coming off in places:”

The new institution was lucky in securing the services
of a few young, energetic and high-minded Englishmen and
Indians imbued with a missionary zeal to tend it in its
infancy. For eight years, Mr. Henry Fortey, Mr. E. C. Cald-
well and Mr. T. Marden successively officiated as Headmasters.
Tt wag in 1863 that the School came to be associated with
Mr. W. A. Porter who, for his untiring work in upgrading it and
raising its prestige, will ever be remembered in grateful
veneration. A year after his coming, the High School was
raised to a Second Grade College and the lowest classes bad
to be abolished for want of accommodation. It is interesting
to note that there were then only four Colleges in the whole
of South India, the others being St. Joseph’s College, Trichino-
poly (1844), Presidency College, Madras (1853), Noble College,
Masulipatam (1864), and the Madras Christian College (1865).
In 1867 the B. A. classes were opened, and the first batch of
students appeared for the B. A. Degree Examination in
Mathematics and History in 1869, Mr. V. P. Madhava Rao who
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won laurels as the Dewan of Travancore, Mysore and Baroda,' had
been one. of the first batch of our graduates. The resulbs continued
o be so splendid that in 1872 the Director of Public Instruction
commented that #the College promised to be the Cambridge
of South India,” and the Government admitted that “judged from
the results, the Provincial Caqllege, Kumbakonam, ‘takes the
foremost place in the Presidency.” Among the graduates of
the year 1872-73, mention may be made of Mr. B. Hanumantha
Rao and Prof. K. Sundararama Iyer, both of whom distin-
guished themselves as Lecturers in the same College.

Mr. Porter's attention was directed no ouly towards
improving the results at the University Examinations bu
also the construction of an artistic pile of buildings with a
tower in the middle. The new building, in many respects,
was a recoustruction of the old one, with very few changes.
It may truly be said of him that he found the College brick
and left it marble. For about 15 years, except for brief
intervals of absence on leave, he presided over the destinieg
of the College, and his able assistant Mr. Gopala Rao, one of
the founder-members of the institution, continued the work
during his absence and later acted as Principal for four
years (1878 to’82). It was during his time that Philosophy
classes were started for the B.A. Course and a Lecturer in
‘Philosophy was appointed (1880). .

The citizens of Kumbakonam, in loving memory of these

two pioneers, have built the Porter Town Hall and the Gopala
Rao Library in the heart of the town.

Our next Principal, Mr. G. H. Stuart (who afterwards became
Principal, Presidency College, 1892-93, and Director of Publio
Instruction, Madras) took particular care in beautifying the
prewises of the College Ly deepening the pool and clearing
it of weeds, by planting a large number of trees and laying
8 pathway all round the compound. During those days under-

graduates worc caps with shirts or coats and the dress regu-
lations were strictly enforced. ' ’

In 1885 Mr. J.B. Bilde

o . rbeek (who afterwards became
Principal, Presidency College,

in succession to Mr. Stuart),



Dr. SIR C. P. RAMASWAMI AIYAR,

Vice Chancelloy, Annamalai & Banarves Universities,

presides over the Inauguration Day, 5-10-54.
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took over the administration and held that post for three different
poriods: 1885-87, 188)-90 and 18)5-97. The tree-planting work
of his predecessor was continued. In 1835 the sanction of
the Secretary of State was received for the re-organisation
of the College courses so as to enable it to give
instruction in all optionab subjects of the mnew Arts
Curriculum, excepting Biology. The College provided
instruction in Sanskrit and Tamil and in Physical
Science, Mathematics, Logic (or Philosophy) and History.
The strength of the College -in 1837 was 68 in the two B. A.
Classes and 178 in the two F. A. classes. In 188) the College
was disaffiliatel in Physical Science, which was revived lator
only in 1916. It was in 1837 that the Subrahmaniam Endowment
of Rs. 5000/- was founded. * Arrangements were finalized for the
award of the Morris Hssay Prize for HEnglish and the Beauchamp
and Mooppanar Prizes for English Composition, Physical Science,
Moral Science and Mathemastics.

‘A Centnry of Ptogress

During the period of Mr.J. H. Stone, 1890-94 who subse-
quently became Principal of the Madras Presidency College
(1906 to 1915) and Director of Public Instruction, a dramatic
section was started as part of the activities of the Literary
Society. The Edward Bird Scholarship was instituted. Foot-
ball became a popular game. Mr. E. W. Middlemast, Rao
Bahadur Sadhu Seshayya, Rao Bahadur C. Nagoji Rao, Mr, A. A.
Hall and Mr. J. M. Hensman who acted as Principals during
1874-1900 tried to maintain the high traditions of the College.
But by 18)7 the strength of the College had fallen to 159
(48 in B. A. classes and 116 in the F. A. classes) and the
results of both the F. A, and B. A. Examinations came in for
severe criticism at the hands of the Director. The fall in the
strength of the College was variously explained, but a glance
at the district-war distribution of students then at Presidency
College showed that the maximum number of students were
attracted to that Metropolitan institution from the Tanjore
District. Only Mathematics, History and Physiology were taught
for F. A. Philosophy was fast losing its popularity and so it
was temporarily abolished in 1838, but resuscitated two years
after. Sadhu Seshayya and Pandit Rangachariar who had been
agsociated with the College almost from the beginning of itg
existence retired in 1897.

3
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From 1898 to 1907 the strength of the College slowly but
steadily rose to 237 but it sounds strange to us that ths Prmmpa’l,
should complain, “The F. A. classes are unmanageably large.
The results at Universily Examinations continued o bs “unsa-
tisfactory” and ‘wery disappointing.” Mathematics had given
way to History in the matter of popularity. The construction
of the Victoria Jubilee Hostel was rapidly progressing. In that
year Mr. J. M. Hensman retired after a long period of service most
of which was confined to the Kumbakonam College.

When Principal Duncan was fransferred to Presidency
College, Rao Bahadur C. Nagoji Rao again acted as Principal.
The Hostel, after 18 years of spade work, was opened on 1st
August 1905 with Sri P. V. Seshu Iyer-as the first Superintendent.

'The cost was met partly from subscriptions and partly from
Provincial Funds.

Mr. T. O. Hodges who became Principal in 1906 was no
lover of spoon-feeding and examinations. Work in the Library
was encouraged and the number of formal lectures was lessened.
The Principal encouraged the students to read extensively and
cultivate the habit of making digests of what was read. In
1908 the College was affiliated in Group I (Mathematics and
Boience) for the B. A. The Library was shifted to its present
abode and the rooms (now 7 & 8) were converted into a Laboratory.
Apparatus worth about Rs. 14,000/~ was got directly from England
and practical work in Physics and Chemistry was arranged for.
The pioneering work of Mr. T. K. Hanumantha Rao, Lecturer
in Physical Science, cannot be too highly praised. Mr. Hodges's
strictness in detentions and promotions was warmly supported
by the Director, who commented, “The report bears evidenoce
of progress in almost every direction. The Principal is sparing
DO pains to infuse the true academic spirit into the staff and
students and turn out men and not merely graduates.” In 1906 the

results were brilliant and the College regained its glory in academic
distinction.

In 1910 when M.
of Schools, Mr.
of the College
tioned by G

Hodges was transferred as Inspectior
J. A. Yates was appointed Principal. The strength
was now only 127. A sum of Rs. 97,500 was sanc-
overnment for the oconstruction of new buildings
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and improvements to the old ones. Plans and estimates for
the construction of quarters for the Principal were approved and
a sum of Rs. 14,050 was sanctioned, bub the idea was finally aban-
doned in 1911. Mr. Yates found himself cramped for want of
space both in the playgrounds and the laborakories, and set to
work with indefatigable energy in putting up temporary sheds for
class-rooms and in acquiring the ground lying east to the College
as far as the present boundary wall. But practically no games
except Tennis could be played because the new grounds had not
been levelled and the other parts were covered with materials for
the construction of the present English Hall (Room 23) and the
Physics Block. But before Mr. Yates left the institution in 1914,
he had the satisfaction of seeing his labours crowned with success.
The new blocks of buildings comprising the present Room No. 23
and the Physics laboratory and workshop were completed by the
end of 1913 and for the first time in the history of the College, the
Principal could speak with pride of the grounds and games
equipment. A great variety of subjects was offered in the
Intermediate Course—Mathematics, Physics & Chemistry; Ancient
History, Modern History and Logic. The Principal was con-
gratulated on “the continued efficiency ” ag indicated in the
results.  Principal Yates was primarily responsible for the
introduction of Hockey in this College. Besides, he constructed
a Gymnasium and set up a Fives Court. Compound walls
were erected to the North and Hast of the compound and
at the main gate a lodge was constructed for the ‘groundman’ to
prevent cattle from straying into the playgrounds. In the hot
and humid climate of Kumbakonam, Mr. Yates found it
necessary to fit up punkahs in a few rooms, and this relic of
ancient days still continues in the College fighting a heroio
battle against the upstart electric fans which threaten fo take

their place,

A great stride was taken in the expansion of the College.
during the time of Mr. R. M. Statham. With the untiring
energy of a young man, he threw himself heart and soul into the
many-sided development of the College. He roused the publio
of Kumbakonam to action and an Old Boys’ Association was
formed, which has, ever since, taken an abiding interest in the
affairs of their Alma Mater and secured several endowments for.
scholarships’and prizes o aid and encourage poor and deserving.
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students. Thé first Old Boys’ Day was celebrated in April 1915.
It was under his aegis that the Kumbakonam College Matgazme
(then ‘called the Journal of the Kumbakonam College Literary
Society) was started. The Magazine has been the organ of the
College Union ard it has fulfilled in ample measure its
object of being “a memory of the past and a mirror for the
present, a link between old and new.”

The old Boat Club which had been long defunct was
revived by Rao Sahib P. Rajagopala Iyer, Lecturer in Physics,
with the support and blessings of Mr. Statham, and the
Canoe Club attached to our College is now one of its unique
features. Sir Henry Stone, Director of Public Instruction,
in his review of the Administration report for 1915-16, praised
the Principal for “the great interest taken by Mr. Statham:
in regard to the Physical culture of the students.”

Mr. Statham quickened the Dramatic Club into new life
and since then for several years the staging of Shakespeare
has been a regular feature of the extra-curricular work of the
College. A Musical Society was brought into being, but it
does not seem to have survived long after the departure of
Mr. Statham. The Students’ Co-operative Society was started
under his guidance.

Mr. Statham strongly condemned the system of study
which encouraged the cramming of notes and reproducing them
without assimilating the substance. He exercised great tact
in smoothly tiding over the political crisis and its inevitable
mﬁqence_upon academic life. He bitterly complained against
the insanitary conditions of the town which led to the prevalence
of elephantiasis and the sporadic outbreak of cholera and
smallpox. In spite of financial stringency brought about by
the war, addiional buildings were put up, new courses started
and additional staff—teaching and clerical—appointed. Tamil
and Sanskrit now came to be taught under Group VI, though
the groups seem to have never attracted any large number
of students. In 1916, Physical Science (Group II A) which
had been' abolished in 183) was revived and the Departments
of Physics and Chemistry were re-organised under Separate
Chief Lecturers, The new Chemistry Laboratory built at a cost



Sir A. LAKSHMANASWAMI MUDALIAR
Vice-Chancellor, Madras University.
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of about Rs. 24000 was completed in 1919 and the Chemistry
Department was shifted to its new habitation. Mr. Statham
had the generosity to report that it was “an imposing addition:
bearing the zealous care of Mr, T.K.Hanumantha Rao.” After
Mr. Porter and Rao Sahib T. Gopala Rao, the College is most
indebted to the fostering care of Mr, Statham who continued to

cherish this affection all his life.

Rao Sahib P. Rajagopala Iyer is best remembered as the
father of the Canoe Club and even before he bzcame Principal, he
had received congratulations from the Director “on his successful
initiation of water sports.” He was able to build and launch
several canoes and to conduct the first annual Regatta in 1919.
He put up a rivetment on the river bank to prevent erosion.
Basket-ball was introduced. In magnanimous humility he
admitted that his predecessor “showed the way as to how a
College could be a living reality.” It was Mr. Rajagopala Iyer
who first conceived the idea of forming a College Union as
“3 federation of all College Societies” which conducted contests
in elocution and essay both in English and Tamil, and staged
_English, Tamil and Sanskrit dramas. The first College Day
was celebrated in 1920 with Sir C. Sankaran Nair as President.
During the Mahamakam Festival the Principal t20k the
initiative in organizing a volunteer corps to help the huge
concourse of pilgrims and it is needless to say these volunteers
were the forerunners of our Social Service League. The fame
of the College steadily rose and students from distant Malabar
and Travancore were attracted to it. For several years a
separate mess was conducted for the sake of the Malabar
boys. The Seshayya Sastri fund was instituted for the award
of o silver medal to the student who secured the highest
number of marks in Mathematics in the Intermediate Fxami-
nation. In 1921, with the advent of a popular ministry, an
admission committee was constituted for regulating the
admissions to the College. The strength of the OCollege had
steadily increased and at the end of 1922-23 it was 347.

Mr. P. V. Seshu Iyer, L. E. S,, who was the first Indian
to be confirmed in that office, took charge in February 1924
and continued the work of his predecessors in extending the
rivetment to the eastern side and in promoting the literary



18 Centenary Souvenir.

and histrionic activities of the College Union. In his time,
Mr. T. K. Hanumantha Rao retired, but be‘fore‘ retirement, he
laboured hard on the preparation of a revised and up-to-date
catalogue of the books in the library. A Rover troop was
started under Mr. Damodara Kini who had been appointed
in the vacancy of Mr. Hanumantha Rao.

Mr. M. C. S. Ananthapadmanabha Rao’s period (1927 to 1929)
witnessed the entry into the College of our first woman stu-
dent (1928) who must have felt terribly ill .at ease in
the midst of about 300 boys. The Intermediate courses of
study were re-organised and Indian History became a sub-
ject of study in this College for the first time. The first
science exhibition to be organised in this College was in
1928-20. The library catalogue was revised and printed.

Mr. 8. E. Ranganathan who succeeded as Principal held
that office only for a few days. Dr. 8. R. U. Savoor took
over charge on 24th June 1929. The first appointment of a Physi-
cal Director was in 1930. The partition which divided the present
Binglish Lecture Hall into separate Lecture rooms was removed
for conducting meetings, and a permanent dais was put up
at the eastern part of it to serve as a stage. The gallery in
the present Library Hall was completed in 1930. Dr. Savoor
raised a pathway to the south of the Library (now enclosed to
serve as a reading room) with a terraced roof over it. The
Adult Night School was inaugurated on 8rd November 1930,
The Diamond Jubilee of the College was celebrated with great
enthusiasin from 19th to 25th January 1931. The Rt. Hon'’ble
V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri English  Oratorical contest, open
to .all Colleges in the Districts of South Arcot, Tanjore

Tiruchirapally, Ramnad and Madurai, was first held
in 1930-31.

Dr. Savoor was followed for short intervals by Mr. K. R.
Ramaswami Ayyangar, I. B. S, Mr. K. S. Patrachariar, My,
M. 8. H. Thompson, I. E. S. and Mr. Statham until in
January 1932, Mr. A. Chakravarti, L E.S. took charge. The

Mathematics-Chemistry Extension (the present Rooms No, 14
& 15) was completed in February 1982 and the present Canoe
Shed in March,
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In 1932 Philosophy was abolished as a subject for B. A.
In 1936 Mrs. Kamala Rangachari endowed four scholarships in
memory of her late lamented husband Dr. S. Rangachari, one of
the most distinguished ‘Old Boys’ of our College. During the
time of Mr. Chakravarti, the strength of the College continued
to fall until at last in 1937 <it reached the alarmingly low
figure of 175, and it was feared that the institution would be
ultimately closed. The crisis was, however, averted and there-
after the strength of the College rose steadily, and to-day we
have on our rolls 1023 students.

A Century of Progress

In February 1937, Prof. K. S. Patrachariar (Mathematics)
rvetired after 85 years of meritorious service and in September
Prof. K. 8. Vaidyanatha Ayyar (English). “The Director can testify
from personal knowledge to the high standard of Sri Vaidyanatha
Ayyar's professional work and personal example,” was the

tribute of Mr. Papworth.

Mr. C. N. Ganapathy Iyer succeeded to the Principalship
of the College in July 1938 when Mr. Chakravarti retired.
With the retirement of Mr. P, Narasimham, the post of Lecturer
in Philosophy was abolished, but Gr. III B. Philosophy was
introduced for the B. A. Course. The results were “very
satisfactory ” and showed “distinct improvement.” Thanks to
the zeal of Sri N. Ramani, Lecturer in Fnglish, and the collabora-
tion of other members of the staff, the books in the Library were
thoroughly classified and the present revised catalogue was
issued in 1040. It tas then that the ticket system was introdu-
ced for issue of books. The Students’ Co-operative Society
was placed in Class “A” instead of “B”. The Pranatharthihara
Iyer Prize for our best Mathematician in the B. A. or B. Sc.
examination was endowed by his son Sri M. P. Sitarama Iyer.

In 1942, Dr. K. C. Chakko joined duty as Principal. His
regime was marked by a steady rise in the strength of the
College. Except for the solitary phenomenon of a girl student
in 1928-30, the College was monopolized by the stronger
sex till 1948 when about ten Wwomen students came in for
higher  education. ~Owing to the War, practically no
improvements or extensions could be sanotioned by the
Government for some years, and if - Dr. Chakko was
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ablg to put up a bridge across the Cauvery in 1943, it was
due to the munificence of Sri Aramanai Ramaiyer. Dr. Chakko
was specessful in getting sanction for organising a contingent
of ‘the mewly formed U.O.T.C.and infusing a military spirit
into our studehts. The Dr. U.V.Swaminatha Iyer Tamil
oratorical contest was first ifistituted in 1943 by the Tamil
Peravai and this competition, like the Rt. Hon’ble V. 8. S. Sastri
English oratorical contest, is now being conducted by the
College Union on an inter-collegiate basis to perpetuate the
memory of that great scholar.

When Principal Chakko’s services were leat to2 the
Annamalai University, Sri T. M. Margasahayam Chettiar officia-
ted as Lecturer-in-charge. B. Sc. Classes with Mathematics
and Physics as Main subjects sbtarted work in July 1945, In
the same year, when the Director of Public Instruction,
Dr. Savoor, visited the College, the Old Boys waited in depu-
tation on him and urged the necessity for introducing Chemistry
as the Main subject for the B.Sc. Course, Natural Science
for the Intermediate Course and Honours Courges in Mathe-
matics and Philosophy. By the beginning of the next year,
the new Natural Science Block was completed and the long-felt

deficiency of Group. IL. in the Intermediate Course was made
good with 48 students.

Dr. Karamchand Wade, who took over charge as Principal,
in 1946, was a talented and humorous speaker. In his time

the College was affiliated in Chemistry as a Main subject for
B. Se.

Sri D. Namasivayam's Principalship (July 1948 to August
1951) witnessed a rapid increase in the number of students
on our rolls. The various Associations were quickened into
acbivity, and their working was regulated and systematised.
Student representatives were encouraged to take initiative in
extra-curricular and athletic activities and thus opportunity
was offered for self-government and leadership. The U, O. T. C.
was replaced by a contingent of N.C.C.with a sauctioned
strength of 5 officers and 155 other ranks. The Adult Night
School was re-organised and brought under the Social Ser\;’ice
League. A separate day came to be allotted for the annual
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celebration of the birthday of Ramanujan, the Mathematical
prodigy who fixed Kumbakonam on the educational map of tife
world. Prof. K. Aravamudha Iyengar (History) retired in 1918.
Prof. N. R. Kedari Rao (English) and Prof. G. Ramachandra
Iyer (Mathematics) retired in 1949.

It was in July 1949 that for the first time in our history
a lady joined the teaching staff of the College when
the number of women students was 20. Though the
percentage of women students was low at first, the num-
ber has steadily increased and we have now reached the sanc-

tioned strength.

The College was confronted with the- problem of
accommodating the swelling numbers in each class. The building
intended for about 803 students had now to provide
accommodation for nearly 103). Plans and estimates for the
construction of a new building at a cost of Rs. 28 lakhs were
submitted to Government, but before sanction was accorded,
the cost of building materials had risen and the estimates had
to be revised and raised t3 36 lakhs. The imposing new
Arts Block was completed in a considerably short period of
time, and was formally opened in February 1952 by Sri T. K.
Palaniappan, I. A.S,, Collector of Tanjore.

In August 1951 Sri D. Namasivayam was transferred to
Coimbatore and since then Sri T. N. Bhima Raio, Sri V.
Narayanaswami and Sri V. Gowrisankaran successively offici-
ated as Lecturers-in-Charge for about a year. On 1st August
1952 Major (then Captain) 8. Parthasarathi took over the
administration. The Principal moved into the new Block and
the Principal's old room directly overlooking the river was
placed at the disposal of the Staff Social Club. The old
Office room was vacated for the sectional library attached to
the Chemistry Department. A spacious hall in the new
buildings was allotted to the N. C. C. and the Lecturers in
English, Tamil, Mathematics and Kconomics occupied separate
rooms in the Arts Block. Thus the congestion against which
we have been struggling for several years was greatly relioved.

With an unswerving will, a love of regularity, ord:er
and discipline and a great capacity for sustained work, Major
3A
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S. Parthasarathi infused a new spirit into the members of staff
wnfl exhorted -fhe students to take the maximum benefit from
their_sts@y‘a,ﬁ"the College. Guardians were periodically informed
of ¢heir wards’ conduct and their progress in studies. His love
of Beauty and neatness manifested itself in the raising of
gardens and the planting of trees.

To-day the strength of the College is 1023, including 55
women and 36 Harijans. The strength of the teaching staff,
excluding the Principal, is 6 Lecturers in the Madras Educational
Service, 30 Assistant  Lecturers, 19 Demonstrators and
Tutors, 1 Physical Dirvector and 1 Physical Training
Instructor.  The clerical strength is 11 including 1 Librarian,
1 Mechanic, 1 Store-keeper and one Sergeant. As this is the only
College in this large and enlightened district there is considerable
scope for expansion not so much in number as in a diversification
of courses of studies and in the provision of a spacious Meeting-
and-Examination Hall and a Reading Room. The University has
taken up a stand which does not approve of the starting of
Honours Courses in the mofussil, but affiliation can bs sought for
in Geography, Elements of Commerce and Electrical Engi-
neering for the Intermediate, and Geography, Commerce
Psychology, Botany, and Zoology for the Degree Classes.

Government College, Kumbakonam, is a proud mother who
reckons as her sons several men who have made their mark in life.
It the record of the past is so glorious, the future in the wake of our
national Independence is bound to be pregnant with great possi-
bilities. Now that the chronicler has come to the end of hisg
task, he cannot help trying to peer with his bleared
eyes into the distant future; the firmament behind is
studded with many bright stars but, looking forward, one sees
a bright galaxy, each member being indistinguishable, buf all
together producing a bright halo and extending beyond the
limits of mortal vision.

V.G, N,
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RAJA SIR M. A. MUTHIA CHETTIAR,
unveils the portrait of
Sir P. 8. Sivaswami Ayyar, 9-10-54.



SECTION I

Old Boys
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Rao Saheb M. R- Rajagopala Ayyangar,
M.A, L.T,, M. E. 8. {Retired)
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Sir P. S. Sivaswdhi* ‘Ayyar

Born on the 7th ‘February 1864, Mr. Sivaswami Ayyar was
the eldest among the four s%ns of Mr. Sundaram Ayyar, a
native of Pazhamaneri village, who was practising as a lawyer
at Tanjore. He received his early education at the S. P. G.
High School there and studied English under Dr. Marsh, an
eminent educationist to whom he used to refer with affection
and respect. It was in those days that an intimate friendship
commenced between him and the late Mr. V. Krishnaswami
Ayyar, so intimate indeed that (to use his own words) they were
regarded as ‘inseparables’ and they were referred to as the
‘Siamese twins’ by Mr. Thompson, the Principal of the Presidency
College (Madras), which they joined for their B. A. course after
completing their First in Arts Course at the Government College,
Kumbakonam. This close Association between the two friends
seems to have lasted about ten years; thereafter, the tempera-
mental differences between the two evidently became too pro-
nounced to permit the continuance of the same relationship. After
taking his Law Degree, Mr. Sivaswami Ayyar joined Mr. Balajee
Row as an apprentice-at-law. He has said that he joined Mr.
Row both because Mr. Row was a friend of his father and also
because ‘he thought it desirable to acquire some knowledge of
practice on the Original Side’. He was enrolled in 1885. His
practice at the bar did not perhaps grow as rapidly as that of
some of his contemporaries, but by the beginning of the new
century he had come to hold a respected position. He was one
of the joint Editors of the Madras T.aw Journal between 1893 and
1907 (the other Editors being Messrs. Krishnaswami Ayyar and
Sundara Ayyar) and he represented the Madras University Consti-
tuency in the local Legislative Council between 1904 and 1907.
Towards the end of 1007, he was appointed Advocate-General and
he held that office till February 1912 when he was appointed a
member of the Governor’s Executive Council. When he retired
from the Council early in 1917, he had to decide whether to resume
practice at the bar or not. Though he wag only 53 at the time,"
he decided not to do so. He spent the remaining 29 years of his
life in cultured retirement except for the three years (1920 to 23)
during which he served as a nominated member of the Imperial
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Legislative Council. Ttused t5 be said thathe was once asked
by the late Professor Ranganatha Mudaliar what he would .hke
to do if he had the option and the -opportunity to do as he liked
and he replied that he would be happy to find hin‘lself in a good
library reading when and what he pleased. It is therefore no
wonder that he preferred to spendcthe years of his retirement as a
student of literature, both English and Sanskrit. He had collected
a good library; he was such a great lover of books that he insisted
on their being handled carefully and delicately. And even during
the busy years of his professional life, he found some time every

day (and more time en holidays) to devote to his favourite
studies.

His intevests and activities were many-sided; but it seems
broper to refer first to his lifc at the bar. It will be no exagge-
ration to say that he set for himself the highest standard of
professional conduct. Glimpses of what his views on the subject
were may be gathered from observations made by him in the
course of the lectures which he delivered to the apprentices in
law during 1918, under the title ‘Reminiscences of the Bar’
(published in the Madras Law J ournal). He held that an advocate
must not identify himself with his client bub must cultivate a
sense of detachnment éven while Sympathizing with the client and
trying to do his best for him. His sense of an advocate’s respon-
sibility and duty to the Court was so high that on one occasion he
telt bound to bring to the notice of the Courb an authoritative
ruling which was adverse to his client’s case, even when the other
side seemed to be unaware of it. The client inevitably lost his
casc as a result, but the presiding Judge (Sir Subramanya Ayyar)
expressed his appreciation of Mr. Sivaswami Ayyar's sense of
responsibility. He had a scrupulous sense of fairness and insisted
that no advocate should be harassed by interruptions in the course
of lis argument. His arguments were the result of careful
preparation; he relied on the merits of his arguments and never
attempted to be rhetorical or to carry the Judges as it were by
storm. He would not allow himself to be hustled even by impa-
tient Judges; slow and deliberate in speaking

j g, he was punctilious
-about the correctness of his language and his pronunciation. He
was ready to show hig

. _Show appreciation of the assistance that he
received from his juniors whom he helped generously and unosten-
tatiously; he took a parental interest in them and éncouraged
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them to have confidence in themselves and in their future.
On one occasion he referred to Mr. Venkatarama Sastriar as his
‘first-born’; when there was a chance of Mr. Sastriar being tempted
to accept official appointment as a Subordinate Judge, he gently
chided him, expressing his own conviction that he was bound, in due
course, to become one of the leaders of the bar. When Mr. Varada-
chariar felt diffident about joining the legal profession, Mr. Sivaswami
Ayyar encouraged him not only by promising to help him during
his early years at the bar but also by giving expression to his
own high expectations as to his future. In due course, Messrs.
Sastriar and Varadachariar were treated by him as his friends and
confidants and (along with his nephew Mr. Justice P. N. Ramaswami
Ayyar) they were appointed executorsof his will. Though affable
and courteous to all, Mr. Sivaswami Ayyar extended his friendship
only to a few persons, chief among whom  being
Mr. V. S.Srinivasa Sastriar and Mahamahopadhyaya Kuppuswami

Sastriar,

The years during which he held office as Advocate-General
and as member of the Council were among the least agreeable to
high-minded Indians associated with officers in authority. The
Buropean heads of administration now and again expressed their
regret that on many matters Mr. Sivaswami Ayyar wasnot able
to see eye to eye with them. For instance, he insisted that
Government should not rely on the plea of limitation or on other
technical pleas when citizens claimed refund of taxes which had been
illegally levied but this view did not commend itself to the Govern-
ment of the day. His tenure as member of Council lay almost
wholly in the period of an entirely unsympathetic administration,
that of Lord Pentland; he could do little more than place his
views on record, with courage and independence. In politics he
belonged to the ‘Liberal’ School; though his participation in
politics was not very active, he did not hesitate to express his views
firmly and clearly whenever occasion called for it. He presided
over one of the Provincial Conferences in this Presidency and over
two sessions of the National Liberal Federation. As a member
of the Liegislative Council both here and in Delhi, he was listened
t with respect because he spoke only after a deep and careful
study of the subject under discussion. His lectures on ‘The Indian
Constitutional Problems’ bear evidence of his deep study and

penetrating insight.
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Himself a lover .of culture, he took an abiding
interest in education. He was for several years 3 mem_ber
of the Senate of the Madras University and lafter b‘eca.me Vice-
Chancellor of the University; in 1932, the Umversﬂ.:y conferred
on him the LiL.. D. Degree lonoris causa. For some time he-Wais-
also Vice- Chancellor of the Benawes University. He made muni-
ficent donations (amounting to several lacs) to the Boys’ High
School at Tirukkattupalli and to the Girls’ High thool at
Mylapore, and throughout his life he evinced a keen interest
in their efficient working. He was a great lover of Sanskrit,
well versed both in classical literature and in the Sastras.
In collaboration with Messrs. Krishnaswami Iyer a:nd
Kuppuswami Sastriar, he was responsible for the introduct'lon
of the Siromani course. When the funds endowed by the Tanjore
Rajas for the encouragement of Sanskrif studies were i_n
danger of being diverted to other purposes, he used h}S
influence to avert the danger for the time being. In his
general outlook, Sir Alladi Krishnaswami Iyer rightly described
him as ‘a conservative wedded o progress’.  His intellectual
approach was rationalistic but his nagure was too deeply
rooted in the ancient heritage of the country to permit him
to depart very far from moderate orthodoxy. This will be
seen from his lectures on ‘The Evolubtion of Hindu Moral
Ideas’. Classics like the Ramayana, the Mahabharatha and
the Bhagavatham strongly appealed to him but he found it
difficult to say whether the appeal was ‘literary’ or ‘religious’.
About his religious faith, he said, (quoting Tennyson) I am
“like a child, erying in the night, crying for light.” He
regretted that the light he yearned for was not vouchsafed
to him. Surveying his whole life, no happier description of
it could be given than that contained in the following tribute
paid by Mr. Srinivasa Sastriar, He was a “man of wide culture,
amiable disposition and innate courtesy, with an inflexible
love of justice and a keen sense of honour, having large and
enlightened benefactions to his credit, able to look back on many
years devoted to the pursuit of high aims and the doing of
things that are clean and of good repute, a man to admire,
cherish and present to the youug as a shining example”,

Sir 8. Varadachariar
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The Rt. Hon’ble V. S. Srinivasa Sastri

Some time in 1912 when I was a youth of twenty still studyipg
for my M. A. examination in Madras Christian College, I had the:
‘good fortune to meet Sri V. S. Srinivasa Sastri for the first time.
It was only a few years after he had joined the Servants of India
Society and his great fame and eminence were still in the
future. From that day to the last moment of his noble life
it was my privilege to stand in a close personal relation with
him, to be indeed counted as a member of his family, as he
once wrote to me. Alike as a novice in the ‘endless adventure’
on which he had embarked and as a trusted Privy Councillor
and Companionof Honour of His Majesty the King of England
and trusted ambassador of the mighty British Empire, he evinced
the same human qualities of sympathy, of understanding, grace of
manner and unerring courtesy to all who went to him for

anything.

He did everything with the eye and the hand of an artiss
who combined in himself all that was best in the cultures of the
Bast and West. His calligraphy was excellent; he found little
use for amanuensis or stenographer, and insisted on writing ous.
his own letters and even notes and memoranda. And what a
glorious letter writer he was! Even a post-card containing nothing
more than an acknowledgement or an intimation of his movements
did not fail o carry its own mark of distinction.

My first meeting with V. 8. S. Sastri was in connection with
a plan I entertained with four other friends—the “five M. A.’s
of Tinnevelly” as they came to be called by supporters and oppo-
nents alike—of running the Hindu College, Tinnevelly (now the
M. D. T. Hindu College) on the lines of the Fergusson College,
Poona. The scheme was tried for five years (1918—18) and then
given up; it never had a fair trial as people had accepted it, as it
became clear later, with mental reservations. The five years were a
time of strain and stress, and Sastri had a large share in guiding
us along with his dear friends the late Prof. K. B. Ramanathan
and Sri. P. K. Subba Aiyar of the P. W. D. Secretariat, still fortu-
nately with us. Ap last, Sastri decided that we had to leave the
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College to itself, -as - the scheme had proved a failure and
we had lost everything we stood for except our honour. Later
he helped me on his own initiative to secure a place in the History
Department of the Benares Hindu University of which his great
friend Sir P. 8. Sivaswami Aiyer was then Vice-Chancellor. He
also took an interest, as I learnt from common friends (I never got
the details from him in spite of repeated attempts)- in my being
chosen for the Principalship of the 8ri Minakshi College ( now the
Annamalai University )} started by Sir Annamalai Chettiar at
Chidambaram in 1920. Irecall with much gratification that in
the midst of all his wanderings and high preoccupations he never
allowed many months to elapse without vouchsafing some sign—
generally a letter, at times a fine picture card—that he had not
forgotten me. And when the time came for my choosing a place
to live in  in Madras, the fact that he was residing in Edward
Elliot's TRoad together with his two most valued friends, Sir
Sivaswami Aiyar and Sri. T. R. Venkatarama Sastri, had no small
share in determining my choice. It was one of the major good
fortunes of my life that I was privileged to live in the vicinity of
all of them together for well over a decade.

Born of a poor family, simple in his habits by nature, he took
the vow of poverty early in life when he entered the Servants of
India Society under the inspiration he got from Gokhale and, it is
said, against the protests of some of his friends and relations.
There were occasions when, in spite of the loving care and fore-
thought of friends in relatively more affluent circumstances, parti-
cularly of T. R. V. Sastri, he had to forego the amenities of a com-
fortable life; never, however, did this seem to influence his thoughts
or outlook in the slightest degree. Even his physical ailments (it
is known that for several years at the end he was the viétim
of angina pectoris} did not depress him. He considered cheerful-
ness almost as a compulsory social duty and was_ever ready
1> meet the numerous visitors of all sorts who crowded on
him, put them at ease and even entertain them on their
own level. He had a marvellous capacity to raise the estimate
each visitor had of himself and to soothe ruffled emotions and
to shed a benign peace on his surroundings.

But he was no stranger to indignation or

. 1 even anger
when the occasion for it came,

On public questions he wag
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always willing to yield on details but would never compromise
on matters of principle. His was, he himself once acknow-
ledged the correctness of the description, of a eross-bencher mind;
unkind critics were not "wanting to tell him to- his fate that
he always saw so much more of the other fellow’s point of view
as to forget his own; but &his was a caricature, and he
had only a silent smile when he heard such criticism. He
. must have suppressed many rvetorts that must have occurred
to his well-stocked mind and nimble wit; he shuunned contro-
versy at all costs, though in his earlier days he was not
above entering the lists’ in the cause of social reform. In
politics he was more or less an exfremist among moderates
and a moderate among extremists, He was closc friends
with Mahatma Gandhi though their political opinions and
strategy were poles apart. He sometimes incurred the ill  will
of persons who missed the point of his harmless jokes, and
tater in life, when he had learnt the lesson, he was never
tired of warning his younger friends like me that in India
one makes a joke at one’s peril

He was, as the whole world knows, a superb orator in
English. Once a turbulent audience in ‘the Kumbakonam
Town Hall demanded that he should speak in Tamil hoping
thereby to take the wind out of his sails; but Sastri
bitterly disappointed them by a most magnificent speech in
Tamil, superb in every way and marked by rich expression,
powerful thought and colourful imagery in every part of it.
Under provocation, he put forth his best effort. He was
powerful in debate and a great adept in handling hostile
audiences whether of erring juveniles or of malicious adults.
All the same, he told me more than once when we happened
to talk about it, that he felt very nervous before making
every public speech; he was uneasy till he got through the
first few minutes, and when he got into his stride he felt
no diffleulty and was perfect- master of himself and the
situation. He surprised me by confiding to me that his great
speech in the Imperial ILegislative Council on the Seditious
Meetings Bill (a result of the Rowlatt Inguiry) was one of
his extempore utterances, that speech I often described
to him as the ‘male tiger milk speech’ from the simile which
occurs in the peroration, and I had good reason to” think he
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was very glad he had taken that stand, though, of course,
its practical effect was nil.

On several occasions I Droached~ the subject of his
writing a full-length biography of Gokhale whom he hailed
as his master. On the first féw occasions he was encouraging
and I had hopes that he would take \'_l_p the work; but later
on he became more and more reluctant to think of it and
said that he had come to feel that the task was beyond his
ebbing strength, and that he was not meant to attain literary
celebrity as the biographer of the most winsome publicist of
the Indian Nationalist Movement. He turned instead to the
congenial task of reading and expounding the Ramayana in
a series of lectures delivered in the Madras Sanskrit College
to large and appreciative audiences. Half way through these
lectures, I fell ill and had to miss several of them. For
the same reason, I lost touch with him in the last year of
his life; I know little of his brief last illness and could just
manage to go to Svagatam to pay my final respects to his
remains when I heard that the end had’ come.

His was a high and noble life well and truly lived; he
aimed high and went very far to attain higideals. There was
no truer patriot, no more dutiful son, or affectionate father,
brother or friend. Tt is the rightful glory of the Kumbakonam
College to count him among its great alumni,

K. A. Nilakanta Sastri
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Mr. V. P. Madhava Rao

M:. V. P. Madhava Rao, an alumnus of the Kumbakonam
College, had the unique distincfion of being the Dewan of three
Indian States, viz.,, Mysore, Travancore and Baroda. Af the time
of the celebration of the Centenary of the College, it would be
useful to take note of the achievements of an alumnus of the
College, not merely to indicate the great part played by the
Institution in shaping the life and character of its alumni, but
also as an example to the present and the future generations of
the students of this College so as to influence their imagination
and assure them that they ocould also achieve such
distinction as the past  students of this College have
achieved.

Before dealing with the unique achieverients._of Mr. V. P.
Madhava Rao in his official and non-official: charaater, a brief
mention will be made of his early life. Mr. V, P. Madhava Rao
came from an ancient family of Mahratta Brahmins, long settled
in Tanjore and supposed to have emigrated from the Satara
District in the Bombay Presidency to South India in the wake of
the Mahratta conquest of Tanjore. Born in 1850, he was educated
in the Kumbakonam College under the distinguished educationist
Mr. W. A. Porter (under whose fostcring nurture many of his
students achieved remarkable distinction); he took the B. A.
Degree of the Madras University in 1839. Though he did not
achieve high distinctions in his College career, he was thought of
very highly by the Principal, on account of his independence of
thought and personal character. If may be mentioned here that
faere academic distinotion does not usually enable a person to be
guccessful in his later life. The influence brought to bear on a
student by the teachers plays a very great part in shaping
the personality and character of a student. The qualities of
self-discipline, self-control, leadership, a high sense of duty, a
broad outlook on life and a desire to render public service, all
these go to make a student successful in later life. The success
of Mr. Madhava Rao in his later life was due o
these qualities imbibed by him during his oareer in
this College.

6
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In the year 1870, he entered the Myso.re service as a
clerk in the Office of the Guardian to His Highness the late
Maharaja of Mysore and became the Head Master of the
Royal School, where the prince was educate.d m-ld'.er the
guardianship of Mr. C. B. Malleson, C. S. L _Hls.@b111ty and
character soon attracted the. attention of British officers
serving under the British Commission who were then adm_17
nistering the Mysore State. = He was appointed as Public
Prosecutor.  Several of the British officers under whom he
served have recorded their very high opinion of the abilities
and  the character « of Mr. Madhava Rao. At the
‘Rendition’ of Mysore State to His Highness the Maharaja of
Mysore, he was made a Subordinate Judge. The then
Dewan Mr. Rangacharlu had picked the ablest of men for
being appointed as officers under him and Mr. Madhava Rao
was the youngest of them, another being the late Sir K.
Seshadri Iyer who was a distinguished Dewan of Mysore
after Mr. Rangacharlu. Mr. Madhava Rao acquired vash
administrative experience in various capacities in the State
gervice. After serving as a District Officer for about 7 years
he was appointed Inspector-General of Police and had the
distinction of being the first Indian to be appointed to that
office. =~ 'In the administration of the Police department, he
showed rare ability and reorganized it in a way which brought
him great credit. ‘When plague broke out in Mysore State
about the year 1897, he was appointed as Plague Commis-
sioner and in that capacity he carried out many schemes
which were of lasting benefit to the people of the State.
One of the most noteworthy acts which he carried out as
Plague Commissioner was the clearance of congestion in
Bangalore city area which was then most insanitary and un-
healthy. He opened out extensions in different directions of
Bangalore city where people were allotted sites to build houses
with sufficient open space all round so as to have clean sur-
roundings and healthy atmosphere. His name is ever remem-
bered by the citizens who are living in Basavangudi and
Chamarajpet extensions, This scheme started by him has been
developed later on and several extensions have s
in various directions in Bangalore.
showed rare administrative capacityi
which brought in a large amount o

ince sprung up
As Revenue Commissioner he
n carrying out several measures
f revenue to the State treasury,
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The remarkable career of Mr. Madhava Rao attracted the
attention of the Maharaja of Travancore whoinvited him to take up
the Dewanship of that State. The experience which Mr. Madhava
Rao gained in Mysore, he made use of in organizing the various
departments of that State, the settlement of land revenue, abolition
of the system of levying heavy fines on service inam lands, the
reorganization of the Accounts and Finance Departments of the
State and the introduction of the British system of audit. The
Excise department was newly organized. The Education depart-
ment came under his purview and he introduced the system of
free elementary-education for all the backward classes. A most
noteworthy measure introduced in Travancore was the establish-
ment of the Representative Assembly of which he had experience
in Mysore. This institution was the first of the kind in Indian
States, under which the citizens of the State had fhe privilege
of making direct representations to the high officers of the

State.

In the year 1908, he was invited by the Maharaja of Mysore
to succeed Sir P. N. Krishnamurthy as Dewan. During that
period the Civil Service was reorganized, the Legislative Council
for making laws and regulations was established, the executive
was separated from the judicial work in some Districts and Reve-
nue and Judicial probationers, Revenue Inspectors and Village
Accountants were brought under special rules; Co-opcrative Socie-
ties on the British Indian system were established, and various
other measures for the welfare of the people of the State were in-
troduced. When he retired from the office of Dewan, people
of the State expressed their gratitude for the good services ren-
dered by him in the highest position he held in the Mysore State.

In the year 1914, His Highness the Maharaja of Baroda
invited him to be the Dewan of that State. In that State, one
could not achieve greatness who had not high character and great
ability. Under its masterful Ruler who impressed his personality
on every branch of the administration, mediocrities could nof
thrive. It was therefore of great credit to Mr. V. P, Madhava Rao
that he was able by his administration to satisfy that astute
Ruler, His Highness the Gaekwar of Baroda, who ordered a
statue of Mr. Madhava Rao to be located in the Palace Durbar

Hall. : :
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‘When he ratired from the office of Dewan of Mysore the
ready acknowledgment -of his claims on t]:.le gra{ti‘tude of the
country and tlie unanimous recognition of his sterling worth by
a1l partiesaAvell as the opinions expressed by the press at large,
showed thag Mr. Madhava Rao had-discharged with credit to
himgélf sand satisfaction to ‘the . public the duties of the
highést position in one of the “most advanced States of the
Empire.

After retirement he travelled widely in India and studied
the conditions obtaining in different parts of the Hmpire.
He helped His Holiness the late Jagadguru of Sringeri in
founding the Sanskrit Institute in Bangalore. . A movement
was set on foot to make it the centre for combining in the
study of Sanskrit the Pandit method with the ecritical method
of the Western mnations. He presided over the Tanjore
District Conference held at Shiyali in 1918, His address,
which contained a vigorous attack on the Land Policy of the
British Government- in -ryotwari tracts, created some sensation.
He was strongly of opinion that instruction in non-language
subjects should be jmparted through the medium of the regional
langnages and, to facilitate this, he advocated the re-distribution
of the various provinces on a linguistic basis.

Mr. Madhava Rao was a man of wide culture, progres-
sive in his ways, but averse to all violent departure from the
ancient religious and social system of India which was, in
his opinion, unrivalled as a scheme for securing the happiness
of man here below and in his future existence.

From -this “short sketch of the life of Mr. V. P,
Madhava Rao, one could see- that even within the limited
scope he had while serving the Indian States under the
control of the British, he was able to render public service
to the lasting benefit of the people, that he had a broad out-
look on life and served the poor with rare sympathy against
all narrow prejudices, and that he had a regard for the high
cultural attainments of Hinduism which, he thought, should
be revived. He had all the qualities required of a states-
man in modern India—not merely an ideologist but one who
would carry out his schemes into fruitful results.
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The present and future students of the Kumbakonam College
may justly take pride in that their Alma Mater has equipped men
like Mr, V. P. Madhava Rao to play an imporfant part in
the cause of our Motherland and they may hold him as a model
in their imaginative visions of their own future.

May the Kumbakonam College continue to produ cesu ch
men when our Motherland needs their services in these days,

Rajadharmaprasakta

T. Singaravelu Mudaliar, B. A., B. L.,
Judge, High Couri of Mysore (Retd.) &
Vice-Chancellor, University of Mysore (Retd.}



T. R. Venkatarama Sastri

Sri T. R. Venkatarama Sastri, popularly known as T. R. V, Sastri,
was a student of the Kumbakonam Government College from 1890
to 1804. Tall and stately, without and within alike, - he was not
merely a great lawyer but also an erudite scholar and a public man
of high integrity who took a lively interest in all public affairs.
The College can rightly be proud of him as one of its alumni.

He was born on the 6th of February 1874. His father Sri Raju
Sastrigal was a great scholar in Sanskrit. Sri T. R. V. Sastri
learned Sanskrit from his father. He also underwent Adhyayana
in the Vedas and the Upanishads in the orthodox mode until the
age of ten. This early training made a deep impress on him and
he never lost his interest in Sanskrit and the study of the Upani-
shads and the Dharma Sastras to the end of his days.

Sri Raju Sastrigal decided that his son should have the
benefit of English education, much against the wishes of his elder
brother. He settled down at Mayavaram as a Pundit vakil and
admitted young Venkataraman in the Municipal High School,
Mayavaram. It was in this school that the Rt. Honble V. 8.
Srinivasa Sastri and Sri T. R. V. Sastri met as teacher and pupil,
which later became one of fast friendship and mutual esteem.
After finishing his school education he joined the Kumbakonam

College wherefrom he graduated in 1894 and obtained the Rama
Rao Gold Medal for proficiency in English.

Thereafter, he studied Law and took his degree in 1898,
He served his apprenticeship under Sir P. S. Sivaswami Iyer
and was enrolled as a High Court Vakil in 1829, His transparent
sincerity, his honesty, his love of work, hig readiness to put forth
adequate industry, his sound and accurate scholarship in law—all
these made him a valuable assistant and Srj T. R. V. Sastri
continued, even after his apprenticeship, to work with Sir P, S,
Sivaswami Tyer in his chambers for some years. To SirP.S. S,
Sri T. R. V. Sastri had always the respect and reverence of the
sishya to his guru, On his side, Sir P, S, S, began with esteem for
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Sastriar’s erudition and character and-soon developed a ' great
affection for him.

Sri T. R. V.-Sastri made steady progress in his profession
by reason of his ability, industry and character. His practice was
not limited to the British Indian Courts. Litigants from the
Courts of Mysore, Hyderabad, Travancore and Pudukkottah also
sought his services. Wherever he went, he earned the esteem of
both the Bench and the Bar by his fair advocacy, his clear and
accurate presentation of his case in faultiess English and his high

character.

He was appointed Advocate-General in 1924 and he held
that post till 1928, As Advocate-General he sustained the
prestige of the bar and strove to maintain its high standards.

He was appointed Law Member of the Government of Madras
in 1928, but he resigned it within forty-eight hours of his accep-
tance of the office on a difference between him and the then
Governor on the distribution of portfolios. He felt that he
could not submit to the changes proposed without loss of self-
respect. There was divided opinion on the wisdom of the step
he had taken but he rose in the estimation of people all over
India as & man who would not hesitate to sacrifice personal

advantages for the sake of principle.

He then reverted to his practice at the bar and continued
till a few years before his death in July 1953 to be one of
the accredited and active leaders of the Madras Bar. He
was also a Member of the Bar Council for a number of years
and for some time its Vice President.

In politics, he was a Liberal like his two masters, the
R&. Hon'ble V. S. Srinivasa Sastri and Sir P. S. Sivaswami
Iyer. He believed in gradual evolution, respect for Law and
the importance of the rights and liberties of the individual.
While he belonged to the moderate school of politics he did
not hesitate to co-operate with or help the Congress when his and
their principles did not conflict. He felt that the Liberals
and Congressmen were colleagues and brethren in service
working, may be by different paths, towards the samec goal
of the freedom of the c¢ountry. He was twice chosen to
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preside over the Liberal Federation, first in 1935 at Nagpur
and later in 1944 at Lahore.

He took great interest in the field of education. He
was a member’ of the Syndicate of the Madras University for
a numbeg ofFears. He was also a member of the Syndicate
of- the Ammamalai University for several years and acted for
a brief period as its Vice-Chancellor. He was connected with
many of the educational institutions of Madras. He was
on the Board of Management of the P. S. High School, the
Tirukkattupalli High School, the Lady Sivaswami Iyer Girls’
High School, Hindu High School, Vivekananda College, Institute
of Technology, Sarada Vidyalaya and the Madras Seva Sadan.
He took great interest in Sanskrit and he was the President of
the Kuppuswami Sastri Research Institute from 1946.

He served the cause of co-operation and the co-operative
movement as President of the Triplicane Urban Co-operative
Society from 1917 to 1924 He was also & some years a
Directior of the Madras Provincial Co-operative Bank.

~ The Government of Madras utilized his services by appointing
him a Member of the Railway. Enquiry Committee, the Dele-
gation to Ceylon under Sri G.S. Bajpai, and the Hindu Law
Committee under Sri B. N. Rao’s Chairmanship. Though rooted
in the ancient principles of the Hindu Bastras, he was a pro-
gressive who could advocate reforms needed by change of times.

As such his contribution to the draft of the Hindu Code was
invaluable.

He was courageous and unflinching in the statement of
his opinions. He condemned the lathi charges on Congressmen
by the Government of the day. He fought for the rights of
Inamdars against odds. He took up the cause of the R.S.S. and

gained for them the removal of the restrictions imposed on
them by Government.

i When he died on 2 J uly 1953, we lo
n every sense of the term,
and a public man of integrity.

St one tall in stature
a great lawyer, a wise counsellor

K. V. Krishnaswami Ayyar,
Advocate, Madras.
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V. Krishnaswami lyer

It was my privilege to have known the late Mr. V. Krishna-
swami Iyer intimately and to*have had the pricélés§ boon of
his good will and affection. My regard for him grew with
the years and has been a potent force in my life as
it has been in the case of many young men of my

generation.

Mr. V. Krishnaswami Iyer was born in June 1863 at
Tiravadamarudur in Tanjore District. He studied in the
Matriculation class and the Junior Intermediate class of the
Kumbakonam College and came under the influence of the
great scholars and veteran educationalists, Mr. Porter and
Mr. T. Gopala Rao. Under their guidance he acquired that
taste for English Literature and the mastery of forcible and
idiomatic English which distinguished him throughout his
life. Taater on he studied in the Senior Intermediate class
and the B. A. classes at Presidency College, Madras,
and displayed great promise and exceptional brilliance. He
then studied in the Law College and while doing so studied
Physics and Chemistry under Dr. Wilson of the Presidency
College, a course of action indicative of his keen love of
knowledge in general and of scientific knowledge in particular.
He passed his B. L. Degree Examination in January 18384
and was enrolled as an advocate in 1885. Sir P. 8. BSiva-
gwami Iyer and the late Mr. Justice T. V. Beshagiri Iyer

were his contemporaries.

Though he had to wait for nearly ten years to reach
the top ranks of the legal profession, he was an advocate
of very high and universally acknowledged eminence. When
I joined the Law College in January 1897 he and the late
Mr. Justice P. R. Sundara Iyer who was his life-long and
inseparable friend and companion worked in the chambers of
Sir 8. Subramania Iyer who later on became one of the
ornaments of the Madras High Court. He was, along with
Mr. Sundara Iyer and Sir P. S. Sivaswami Iyer one of the
founders of the Madras Law Journal. He was for many years

6
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the Secretary of the Madras Advocates’ Association and also
a Lecturer in the Madras Law College.

Mr. V. Krishnaswami Iyer had natural abilities of the
highest order and a vibrant and dominant personality and
was destined for leadership. Je had also considerable assi-
duity and application. =~ He mastered Jlegal principles by
studying legal classics and by working with Sir 8. Subra-
mania Iyer. His profound knowledge of Sanskrit enabled him
to study and master the Hindu Law texts and become an
unchallenged authority. on Hindu Law. It enabled him later
on to study Vedanta and master its infricacies as well.

Mr. V. Krishnaswami Iyer was a top-ranking advocate
and then became a Judge of the Madras High Court. As
an advocate what struck every one was the thoroughness of
his preparation of cases and the force and rapidity of his
arguments - and his ready-witted resourcefulness. He was
very kind and generous to the junior advocates even though
he was impatient when he found any one slow or ill-prepared.
As a Judge he displayed a full grasp of the facts of the case
and the principles of law applicable to them and his judgments
were models of clarity and thoroughness and forcefulness.

He was also an active politician and backed the school of
moderates as against the school of extremists in Congress. He
was a great admirer of the selfless patriotism of both Mr. G. K.
Gokhale and Mahatma Gandhi who in their turn had a great
admiration for Mr. V. Krishnaswami Iyer. He was responsible
for the entry into politics of the late Rt. Honble V., S, Srinivasa,
Sastriar. He was for some time a member of the Madras
University Senate and established a scheme of Oriental Degrees
and was also a representative of the Madras University in the
Madras Legislative Council. He successfully conducted the
prosecution against Sir George Arbuthnot and helped to found
the Indian Bank. He founded the Indian Industrial Association,
the Dharma Rakshana, Sabha, the South Indian Association and
Ranade Library and the Sanskrit College and the Venkataramana,
Dispensary at Mylapore and gave large sums of money for their
upkeep and progress. He was also profoundly interested in the
fine arts and was a President of the Suguna Vilasa Sabha. It was
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he who discovered the genius of Subrahmania Bharati and enabled
this star to shine brightly in the Tamil liberary firmament. He
was a man of tireless energy and touched modern Indian life at
many points and adorned whatever he touched.

The whole country rejoiged when he was elevated to a
High Court Judgeship at Madras in 1910 and to an Kxecutive
Councillorship at Madras in 1911. It was a great misfortune
for India that he was taken ill at the Coronation Durbar in
December and died on 28th Decembor 1911,

He was thus a great advocate and Judge, a great patriot,
a great politician and administrator and statesman, and a great
scholar and savant. He was also a profound student of Hindu
Religion and Dharma and admired and publicized such stalwarts
as Swami Vivekananda and Premananda Bharati. His was a
many-featured genius and he was also a universally beloved and
lovable man. The Kumbakonam College has every reason to be
proud of him just as he was proud of it. India will always
remember him and his marvellous talents and his unique servi-
ces to the nation. His great Madras University Convocation
speech on 23rd November 1911 will be always treasured by the
Indian people. Let us ever remember two of his previous

utterances:

“The mighty stream of master-minds which filled the land
with plenty may in a season of drought have thinned to a tiny
channel, but signs are not wanting that it may swell again to

a flood”.

“Live on the past in the present for the future.”

K. 8. Ramaswami Sastri

«My, Krishnaswami Iyer was a man of ‘lightning decisions’, he
formed his impressions of a man at first sight; to young men he was
generous to a fault, his character was of exceeding strangth, and his
affections and hatreds were enduring”,

T. Vijayaraghavacharya.



S. Kasturi Ranga lyengar

Mr. S. Rasturi Ranga Iyengar was born in 1859 at the
small village of Innambur on the banks of the Cauvery in
Tanjore District. He was the third son of Mr. .Sesl?a
Iyengar, who was himself a scion of a respectable family in
the district. Mr. Sesha Iyengar was for some time employed
in the Tanjore Collectorate and later was the manager of
the wealthy estates of Kapisthalam and Shiyali. From his
scanty resources he gave his three sons a high education.
The eldest brother of Mr. Kasturi Ranga Iyengar was the
late Dewan Bahadur 8. Srinivasa Raghava Iyengar, Dewan of
Baroda. The next brother, the late Mr. 8. Soundararaja
Iyengar, roge to be a Deputy Collector.

The last of the brothers, Mr. 8. Kasturi Ranga Iyengar,
had his early education in Kumbakonam. ILater he joined
Presidency College, Madras, from where he graduated in 1879.
The lure of Government Service for the moment had its
effect on him also and he accepted the post of a Sub-Registrar.
It was- not long before the wurge to devote himself to
the service of the nation impelled him 4o give up his official
service. Soin 1884 we find him, having left his Sub-Registrar-
ship, a graduate in law and an apprentice under the
late Sir V. Bashyam Iyengar. Setting up practice at Coim-
batore, Mr. Kasturi Ranga Iyengar eagily came to the front
at the bar there. Even at Coimbatore he devoted a large
part of his time to public affairs and contributed pretty largely
to the columns of THE miNDU. He was a member of the
local board and the municipality, thus rendering such service to
his fellow citizens as fell within his Scope as a member of those
bodies. Later he turned to Madras in search of a wider field of
national usefulness. At that time TuE HINDU, sorely buffeted by
adverse financial factors, was in need of a courageous man at the
helm. Mr. Iyengar bought THE HINDU in 1905 aud thus began the
fulfilment of his long-cherished ambition to serve his country.

Mr. Rasturi Iyengar formally took charge of THE mINDU
on ist April 1905, retaining the services of the late proprietor
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Mr. Veeraraghavachariar as Manager and Mr. Karunakara.
Menon as Joint Editor. Within a month .of taking charge,
Mr. Karunakara Menon resigned the joint editorship of the
paper and went about seeking support of friends for starting
a daily paper on his own account. Within three months
thereafter Mr. Veeraraghavacharjar fell ill and later he severed
his connection with THE HINDU. In the difficulties and
complications that arose on all sides, Mr. Kasturi Ranga Iyengar
decided to accept Sir (then Mr.) C.Sankaran Nair's advice that
it was best to keep the paper and the concern in the hands of one
man like himself and he worked with all the vigour and devotion he
could bring to bear upon his task. Though the first year of
business yielded him only a gross profit of Rs. 150, Mr. Kasturi
Ranga Iyengar had the satisfaction of viewing the future with
confidence as the paper, notwithstanding the starting of the
“Indian Patriot” by Mr. Karunakara Menon, was steadily growing

in its influence with the public.

Mr. Iyengar was from the first a Congressman, and during
the 1907—O08 troubles in Congress he opposed the watering down
of Congress ideals. During the days when communications were
imperfectly developed in the country and when to reach Calcutta
trom Madras one had to go by sea, Mr. Iyengar was among those
who attended the Congress sittings there. From 1908, till the
Lucknow Congress of 1914 brought the Tilakite wing into
Congress, Mr. Iyengar used his newspaper effectively to prevent
the toning down of Congress policy. It was about this time that
in the Presidency of Madras, the administration of Lord Ampthill,
to the merits of which THE HINDU drew attention in an
excellent summary, was replaced by that of Sir Arthur Lawley.
This was an era of triumphant reaction. Mr. Iyengar would have
no truckling with sham and deceit. The Minto-Morley reforms
never had a more dangerous—because well informed—opponent
than THE HINDU. Sir Arthur Lawley’s regime with its crop of
arrests and thundering sentences for sedition found. Mr. Iyengar
ready and he gave no quarter. It was in the midst of these
political and administrative troubles that Madras had to go

te economic crisis because of what was known as

through an acu :
the Arbuthnof failurc. The work of THE HINDU under the editor’s
able lead in publicizng the facts in connection with the insolvency

operations brought public approbation. The legal proceedings
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culminated in the. prosecution and conviction of Sir George
Arbuthnot, the senior partner of the firm. The ideas that had
already been entertained for the establishment and developnqent
of Indian banking enterprise in Madras resulted in the establish-
ment of the Indian Bank.

It was about this time that the Swadeshi Steam Navigation
Company was formed which for a time competed successfully
with powerful British commercial and economic interests. The
support given by the authorities to foreign commercial interests
practically developed a political ecrisis in Tuticorin. Riots
followed and Government officers resorted to shooting and other
acts of repression. This struck terror into the minds of the
people. THE HINDU condemmned the action of the authorities
in Tuticorin and Tirunelveli and ocourageously called them to
account for the shooting resorted to. This made a profound
impression on the public mind. The Government had actually
sanctioned the prosecution of THE HINDU in connection with
what it wrote on that ocoasion but for some reason the prose-
cutbion did not eventually come off,

A series of ‘prosecutions for sedition were started against
Swadeshi propagandists and the leaders of the popular movement.
Progecution of editors of newspapers followed. The editor of
“India”, a popular Tamil weekly of the time, Mr. Ch. Hari
Sarvothama Rao and Mr. Narayana Rao, editors of popular
Andhra weeklies of the time, were ‘successfully prosecuted and
imprisoned for long terms. During all these times THE HINDU
under Mr. Kasturi Ranga Iyengar did its duty to the country
and the people without fear or favour and without flinching from
consequences. When the Government took the grave decision to
prosecute Mr. G. Subramania Iyer, the editor of the SWADESAMITRAN
and one of the founders of THE HINDU, & great publicist
and popular leader, THE HINDU by a timely warning succeeded

in making the authorities re-consider their policy and drop the
prosecution.

Tee HINDU under Mr. Iyengar had to fight at every

f,urn successive proposals and policies of the Madras Government
mtended_ to whittle down or wholly defeat the policy and aims
of the Minto-Morley scheme, At the same time it had %o combat
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on behalf of the people many other reactionary steps taken or
proposed to be taker by the Government of the day in respect of
economic and administrative matters such as the unduly heavy
land revenue enhancements in several districts, repression of
students through educational circulars and general punitive
orders, quartering of punitive pqlice and similar panicky action
taken in other ways. .

Meanwhile in Madras popular activities were directed
to other matters of public concern and at the instance of
the late Dr. Nair and Nanjunda Rao, THE HINDU took up
the case of a large body of Theosophists as well as the
public who were aggrieved by certain developments in theosophic
beliefs. Tae HINDU had to face two criminal prosecutions
for defamation and two civil suits for libel at the hands of the
Theosophical Society and its leading votaries. Suffice to say
that THE HINDU, Dr. Nair and Dr. Nanjunda Rao success-
tully fought for their cause and for the rights of free
criticism, and bona fide public agitation in -respect of social as
much as political issues in this country. The acquittal of
THE HINDU in the criminal cases eventually led to a settlement
in which Mrs. Besant and the Theosophical Society dropped all
their civil suits. The event is important in another sense in thab
it was the beginning of a move on Mrs. Besant's part to direct
her great activities, on behalf of India, to the field of Indian
politics—a move which finally led to the Home Rule movement.

The same fearlessness and insight into the country’s needs
were exhibited in Mr. Iyengar’s evidence before the Public Service
Commission in the year 1912. His written memorandum to the
Commission was thorough-going and clear in its condemnation

-of the vigorous non-Indian bureaucracy, and in its treatment
of the relative claims of European and Indian officials in India.

When the great war broke out in 1914, THE HINDU in
common with the Indian press as a whole had a most difflcult and
trying time. But the manner in which this was discharged was
endorsed and appreciated by the people and the Government
alike. The brilliance with which the war campaigns were, from
time to time, reviewed and commented upon owed not a little to
the late Mr. S. Rangaswaini, who was then the assistant editor
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under Mr. Iyengar. The paper under Mr. Iyengar's lead repeated-
ly and effectively defeated the attempts in the loeal'Anglp-‘
Indian press to oppose and choke nationalist activities in India
(such as Home Rule) on the plea of war emergency and on the
bogey of sedition and disaffection in the land. By the middle of
1917 the Government had brought about a tense situation in
Madras by taking rapid action under the Press Act against ‘New
India’ demanding securities of Rs. 2,000 and Rs. 10,000 and by
following it up with orders for the externment of Mrs. Besant
and her two lieutenants. THE HINDU at that time had to fight
the battle against great.odds and. did so manfully. Mr. Kasturi
Ranga Iyengar who, by nature and conviction, was averse to
taking any active or leading part in the conduct of political
agitation and propaganda, found it necessary and deemed it his
duty at this juncture to come forward and take the lead in
carrying on agitation on the platform and in the press when the
Government chose to put Mrs. Besant under repressive restraint.
‘We need not go into the subsequent history which is well-known
ending in the August announcement of 1917, the policy of which
was accepted by the Calcutta Congress. In the preparation and
presentation of material to the Montford Committee THE HINDU did
strenuous work in its columns, editorially and through contribu-
tions!Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar, then editor of SWADESAMITRAN
and Mr. Kasthuri Ranga Iyengar were invited to place their views

before the Secretary of State and the Viceroy during their
Madras visit. '

In the subsequent year 1918, a critical period in: the
fortunes of the World War, Government invited a deputation of
the press in India to visit England and the theatres of war. The
editor of THE HINDU was by tacit consent the leader of the Indian
delegation. In accepting the invitation in his state of health then
Mr. Kasturi Ranga Iyengar undertook a duty which was by no
means far from anxiety for his family and friends. In reply toa publioc
address presented to him on the occasion, Mr. Iyengar undertook
to impress upon Hig Majesty’s Government that India's help in
the war would have been much greater if her industrial and
military potentialities had been properly developed. He promised
also to take every opportunity to press upon the attention of
the people of Wngland India’s right to self-determination and

8elf - government,
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However when he returned from England in January 1919,
Mr. Iyengar found that the Indian Government were far from
dealing with India’s claims and demands in the spirit in
which the declaration of His Majesty’s Government professed
to treat them. The Rowlatt Bill, the Satyagraha movement
the Jallianwallabagh are products of this period. THE HINDU
had to put up a great fight as in 1907 and 1908. It incurred
the wrath of the bureaucracy. So it came about that Lord
Willingdon’s Government, after attempts at dictation and warning
at private conferences, decided wunder instructions from the
Governmemt of India to call upon &aE HINDU to farnish
security under the Press Act, a step which was deeply and
universally resented in the country. The Government's action,
however, left TaE HINDU and Mr. Iyengar’s declared policy wholly
unaffected.

To Mr. Kasturi Ranga JIyengar’s labours as a member
of the Civil Disobedience Committee, in spite of weak health
due to a serious operation, the report to which he was a
signatory is the most outstanding tribute. It was in fact
his tour in connection with that work that rendered him an
invalid for some time when Providence released him on
December 12, 1923. Tributes flowed from all parts of the
globe.

Mr. Kasturi Ranga Iyengar was a great organizer. He
wished the nation to be organized economically as well as
politically on sound lines. He was for ever for raising the
dignity and self-respect of honest labour. He was an office-
bearer connected with trade unions in the c¢ity and of the
S. I. Ry. Union. He was against Ludian emigration and often
urged that India was vast enough to clothe and feed her
children, and sending our countrymen abroad as slaves was a
disgrace to us. He never allowed himself or any Indian to
be treated as inferior to FEuropeans. He accepted a Govern-
ment invitation for the Delhi Durbar and was about to start
when he heard that in a minor point the European journalists
were to be treated as superior to Indians. He at once wired
to Lord Carmichael cancelling his acceptance of the invitation
and did not go till he was finally told in writing that the
distinetion, was abandoned. There were similar other instances.

1
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Although Mr. Karturi Ranga Iyengar began his career
as a professional journalist rathef late in life, he soon proved
himself to be almost peerless in the ranks of Indian journal-
ism. The standing and stability -of THE HINDU to-day are a
monument to his business acumen.

He was a great student of political science. Burke,
Bright, Mill, Macaulay, Morley—these were his favourite political
philosophers and from their writings he would quote to the
point and often. In constitutional theory and law, he was at
home with Dicey, Aneon, Bryce, Lowell and Sidgwick. His
interests were as wide as his taste was catholic. To the
cducative side of journalism he attached the greatest impor-
tance.

As to his methods and policies, he delighted in letting
facts state their own case. Of his unHinching independence
as KEditor, there is no better instance than the well-known
Gillman incident when he refused to be bamboozled by autho-
rity. It arose out .of an article in THE HINDU criticizing Liord
Pentland’s speech delivered in the Ootacamund Council meet-
ing. Mr. Gillman, member of the Executive Council in charge
of the Press portfolio, took objection to some expressions and
made other allegations against THE miNDU which Mr. Kasturi
Ranga Iyengar said should either be proved or withdrawn.
Mr. Gillman said he would withdraw his statement. Mr. Kasturi
Ranga Iyengar's addresses as Chairman of the Reception
Committee of the Provincial Conference in 1917, as President
of the Nationalists Conference in 1919 and of the Manjeri
Conterence in 1920, bear eloquent testimony to the heroic
spirit of nationalism that permeated his entire outlook.

(Contributed)



S. Muthiah Mudaliar

“Some are born great, some achieve greatness, Some have
greatness thrust upon them” is the old saying. Mr. Muthiah
Mudaliar who aclieved greatness, was born in 1830 in the hamlet
of Tirukalacheri near Tranquebar, in the district of Tanjore. His
father Swami Mudaliar, was a keen agriculturist who took pride
in turning one grain to produce hundreds by applying his
physical and mental energies in the development of the soil and
its produce. However his ambition was to see that his son
Muthiah took a University degree and became a bachelor of laws.
God helped him and the father generously spent money for his
education. He matriculated from the Town High School, Kumba-
konam, and crossed the Cauveri for his F. A. and B. A. at the
Kumbakonam College. For-his law course he shifted to Madras
where, after taking his B. L. Degree, he became an apprentice
under Mr. V. Krishnaswami Iyer whose training and guidance
gave Mr. Muthiah Mudaliar the equipment necessary to handle
cases in the appellate side as brilliantly as his worthy senior.
His work increased from the start; several people from the
mofussil rushed to him for advice and assistance. The Mutts of
Tanjore District always sought his advice in all legal matters.
He became a popular figure both in Madras and the mofussil and
his election to the Senate in 1923 by registered graduates was a
matter of course. This was almost his first entry in public life.
He was one of the strong supporters of the Justice Party organized
by Sri P. Thiagaraja Chettiar and Dr. T. M. §§T His name
became associated with all public institutions and gwffanizations.

In 1926 Mr. Mudaliar was appointed as the Chairman of
the Board of Examiners in Law in the University of Madras. The
year 1923 marks an epoch in the political history of Mr. Muthiah
Mudaliar when he was elected to the Madras Legislative Council
for one of the three seats of the Tanjore District. He made a
special study of the land problems, particularly those relating to
his own native District. He toured throughout the District and
studied the problems at first bhand. His contribution to the
deliberations of the legislative council was vast and valuable.
In the passage of the Hindu Religious Endowments Bill, he put
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up & strenuous fight for the preservation and proper regu}atmn
of the ancient institutions like the Mutts. When the question of
the settlement of rights over the distribution of the water of the
Cauveri between the Governments of Madras and Mysore came
up for decision he took a leading part for the_ recognition of the
rights of the Madras State and of he Delta Mirasdars.

He was for a second time elected to the Madras Legislative
Council with a thumping majority and he was appointed in 1928
as Minister for Public Health, Registration and Excise. He
made radical changes and appreciable improvements in several of
the departments under his control. He improved the status of
the School of Indian Medicine in Madras-.and increased the
number of beds in the hospital attached to it. The Homoeopathic
system of medicine received importance during his ~ regime.
Restriction of drink and reduction of alcoholic shops, received

prominence in the scheme which he promulgated as a prelude to
complete prohibition.

The main plank.of the Justice Party was “equal opportunity
to all persons and communities and distribution of offices on
communal basis.” The Raja of Panagal who was almost the principal
champion of the aboye programme, did not venture so far as to

issue a Government.order in that respect, but it was left to
Mr. Muthiah Mudalidr, to sign the Communal G. O, which gives
representation in alfl offices to all communities on a communal
basis in a certain rabibt_ At the succeeding general election

to the Legislative Council he was confronted with enormous
difficulties and eventually

-he had to lose his seat. Thig
defeat did not depress him buf goaded him on to work more

ich he espoused, and side by side
ed his practice at the Bar. Many
persons rushed to the Ex-Minister
e and influence were great factors

did not fail to take advantage of
them., But he did not succeed in amagsing a large fortune

as many persons could have expected. Some claimed kindred
with hiin on political grounds, some others felt diffident to
approach him on easy terms because of hig position as an
Ex-Minister. Tt is an irony of fate with many lawyers who
take to politics that they cannot stipulate strictly for fees

old clients and fresh sets of
with briefs. His experienc
to reckon with and people
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or terms and Mr. Muthiah’s political activities had their own
adverse effect. But he continued to be more and more active
in politics. He had hig reward. He was appointed as Chairman
of the Madras Franchise Committee in 1932 and the Madras
Delimitation Committee in 1936 in connection with the reforms
introduced by the Governments of India Act, 1935. He was
awarded the title of C. I. K., for his meritorious services. When
the second global war broke out, he was taken as a member
of the Recruitment and Propaganda Sub-committee.

The Co-operative movement had an abtraction for him
and he took an active part in it by serving as President of
the Chingleput District Co-operative Central Bank, Director
of the Triplicane Urban Co-operative Society, the Madras
City Co-operative Bank and the Madras Central Co-operabive
Land Mortgage Bank. He was -also connected with several
educational institutions and soeial,’ﬂubs sich as the T. T. V. High
School, Madras, and the Cosmopglitan Club, Madras. He was
a Freemason. Belonging as hg;-was to” the Thondaimandala
Vellala community; he took an’ active interest in advancing
the cause of the community and lifting it up to the forefront
by himself working as a Secretary.

Though he occupied very high position in several walks
of life yet he remained always a simple, pious and kind-hearted
gentleman, with definitely advanced views on religious matters
without seriously infringing the tenets held holy by the
orthodox. Till his death on 30th June 1953 he was active,
attending to his duties both public and personal. God had
endowed him with talents which he developed to such great
heights as to befit him for service to society as a brilliant
lawyer, an able statesman and a selfless social reformer, The
Communal G. O. and the Temperance Scheme stand out as
two important landmarks in the life of Mr. Muthiah Mudaliar.
In his death the State sustained an irreparable loss.
The name of such a distinguished alumnus of our College
will always be remembered by the Old Boys and the present
and future generations with great respect and admiration.
May his example be an inspiration to the younger generation.

R. Kandasamy Moopanar, B. A., B, L.



Srinivasa Ramanujan

Rama.nujan was born in 1887 in Erode, the native place
of his mother, but his family lived at Sri Sarangapani Swami
East Sannidhi Street in the town of Kumbakonam, which was
the scene of his early life and career. He belonged to a poor
Sri Vaishnava Brahmin family. His father was an accountant
in a cloth shop and his mother the daughter of a court bailiff.
There is nothing extracrdinary about his parents or his ancestors,
which could be said to have been inherited by him to account
for the greatness that awaited him later in life.

He was put in a pial school till his seventh year and
from there he was sent to the Town High School where he
studied from 1894 to 1903. Even during this period, indications
of his remakable powers were not wanting. He stood first
in the whole of the Tanjore District in the Primary Examination.
While in the III Form he questioned the teacher whether the
quotient could be unity in the case of zero by zero as in the case
of other numbers divided by themselves—a problem which will
be nowadays introduced only in the collegiate course. He
had studied not only the entire High School mathematics but
mastered the College text books as well. A twelve he could
solve unaided every problem in Loney’s Trigonometry, Part II.
He borrowed, through a friend from this College, Carr’s Synopsis
of Pure Mathematics, containing 6165 formulae without proofs
in Algebra, Trigonometry, Geometry and Caloulus and worked
out all of them, each being a piece of research by itself.
This opened up in him a vista to all the higher branches
of Mathematics. In this period his teachers and classmates
were struck by his amazing powers and he readily helped one

and all including even undergraduates who came 4o him for
getting difficult problems solved.

The first public recognitio
was on the occasion of the An
He was the recipient of Sri
Mathematics, when Sri Krish
of the Town High School intr

n of his extraordinary powers
nual Prize distribution in 1904,
K. Ranganatha Rao’s prize for
na Iyer, the reputed Headmaster
oduced him to Sri V., Krishnaswamy
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Iyer, the President of the function, and fio the distinguished
andience in such terms as these—“Here is a student who, my
mathematies assistant says, has displayed in his answer papers
a remarkable ability and deserved many more marks than
even the maximum itself.” He passed the Matriculation
examination in 1903 and joined the Junior F. A. class of the
College in 1904. Unfortunately he was detained on the score
that he obtained only three marks out of hundred in
English, with the result that he lost the scholarship he
had earned.

I matriculated in 1904 and was his classmate at
college for two years. We used to sit together in the class
and I developed a friendship with him which continued ¢ill
his death. I had thus an opportunity of observing his powers
somewhat at close quarters. The Goddess of number seemed
to dance before him and unravel to him her mysteries without
reserve. He could repeat prime numbers up to a crore. He
taught me the method of constructing magic squares. He
was at that time going through a book on ‘Integral Calculus’
which he had taken from the Iibrary. On hearing this a
professor who wanted the book for his use asked him to return
it with the remark thathe was doing ‘aimless things’ without
attending to clagswork. He would jump from Arithmetic to Algebra
and from Algebra to Trigonometry and so on to higher mathe-
matics and evolve a theorem or formula of general application.
In the senior F. A. Class we were put together in the Mathe-
matics scotion under Mr. P. V. Seshu Iyer, who later on
became Principal of the College. Strangely enough I was the
monitor of the class, though by virtue of his talents he
deserved that post. He was quite unmindful of what was
going on around him being preoccupied with his own resear-
ches and reducing them to writing and incorporating them
in note books after note books. He had no inclination whatso-
ever for either following the class lessons or taking any inter-
ost in any subject other than Mathematics. By this time
My, P. V. Seshu Iyer who had become conscious of Rama-
nujan’s innate powers let him alone while other s tudents
including myself were asked to do home exercises, to work
problems on the board and to write impositions, a rare punish-
ment nowadays even in the . High School, not to speak of
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the College classes, It may be noted that the _professor
encouraged him to solve problems in the mathematical jour-
nals like the London Mathematical Gazette:

After some break in his studies in this College, Rama-
nujan joined Pachayappa's College, Madras. He failed in thp
F. A. Fxamination of 1907. This was a setback in his
career, as he could not get a job wunless he possessed a
University diploma. The university with its water-tight system
of examinations and rigid courses of study is not a congenial
soil for the growth of genius like that of Ramanujan. Oppressed
by ‘chill penury’ and finding it impossible to earn his livelihood
he had to seek some job which would sustain him and at
the same time allow him leisure to carry on his research.
In 1909 he was married and the burden of maintaining his
family and his poor aged parents added to his.troubles and
difficulties. He was conscious that he had something new to
give to the world and he yearned for any help he could get
for having his papers printed.and published. Nowhere could
he find any encouragement.: ¥. have heard of an instance
where he had a rebuff from ;& mathematics professor of note,
who remarked that unless he pasged his B. A. Degree there
was no hope for him. Fortunately for him, he soon got into
touch with reputed mathematicjans of- the day, who were des-
tined to play an important rdle in shaping his future career.
Mr. V. Ramaswamy Iyer, the founder of the Indian Mathe-
matical Society, to whom Ramanujan. went for a clerical
post, found out on perusing his note-books that g clerical
job would stifle the genius in him. He therefore sent him to
Madras with notes of introduction to Mr. P. V. Seshu Iyer and
some other professors. After serving as a temporary clerk in
the Accountant General’s Office Ramanujan sought an inter-
view with Mr. Ramachandra Rao, the then Collector of Nellore,
who has given us a vivid account of his firsh interview with
him: Mr. Rao sent him to Madras, offering him a monthly
allowance with a note to Sir Francis Spring, Chairman
of the Port Trust, t5 take interest in him. He served ag a
clerk in the Port Trust office for some time on a salary of
Rs. 30/- per month. Mr. Narayanaswamy Iyer of that office
and Sir Francis Spring were impressed with his abilities and
encouraged him in everyway possible. At that time G. T,
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Walker, F. R. 8., Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, happened
to visit Madras and -both - Sir , Francis Spring and
Mr. Narayanaswamy Lyer took ~this opportunity %o bring
Ramanujan’s works to his notice. At his instance, a scholar-
ship of Rs. 75/~ per month from the University of Madras
was offered to him. This was in the year 1913 and from
this time he was able to pursue his researches without
interruption and without the trouble of toiling for his livelihood.

It was during this period that the historic contact of
Ramanujan with Professor Hardy, Fellpw of Trinity College,
Cambridge, occurred, and this proved to be of momentous impor-
tance in the whole of Ramanujan's career. A paper entitled
‘Orders of Infinity’ had been published by Mr. Hardy. Ramanujan
wrote to Mr, Hardy on 16th -January 1913 a letter in which he
made a veferonce to this: ‘... on page 36......... T find a
statement that no definite expression has been found yet for the
number of prime numbers less than any given number. I have
found an cxpression which very nearly approximates the real
number, the error being negligible. Being poor, if you are convinced
that there is anything of value, I would like to have my theorems
published....”. Along with this letter and the solution, he sent
papers containing his discoveries and solutions to problems which
baffled the intellect of the best mathematicians of the time.
Mr. Hardy showed the papers to the other Professors of the
University and they all decided that he should be brought to
England for affording him scope for the full display of his genius
so that he might contribute his own share to the advancement
of Mathematical knowledge. Early in 1914, Mr. N. H. Neville, a
Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, happened to come to
Madras to deliver a course of lectures. Mr. Hardy had instructed
him to persuade Ramanujan to go to England. His mother’s
caste soruples stood in the way of Ramanujan’s acceptance of
the offer; but eventually, prompted, it ig said, by the family deity,
Namagiri, whom she saw in her vision one night, she consented
to her son proceeding to England. Mr. Neville got him a University
scholarship of £250/- a year, tonable for two years in England.

ch 1914 and was
which supplemen-
He remained in

Ramanujan set sail for England in Mar
admitted to the University College, Cambridge,
ted his scholarship by an award of Rs. 60/- a year.

8



& Centenary Souvenit

Engiand from 1914 to 1919. There under the guidance of Prof.
Hardy, Mr. Littlewood and others he showed great improvement
in his studies and acquainted himself fully with the up-to-date
material then available in the field of Mathematics and was able
to direct his researches in channels unchartered by his predeces-
sors. He published a number of eoriginal papers embodying his
researches and containing new formulae and theorems which were
highly admired. The results, however, were arrived at by him by
a process of intuifion and so he was not able to supply the proof
himself but left them to be worked out by the professors of the
Cambridge University. “His mastery of number was marvellous.
“Every positive integer was a personal friend of Ramanujam,”
says Prof. Littlewood.

His wonderful researches won the admiration of the world
of Science. On the 28th of February 1918, he was elected a Fellow
of the Royal Society, the greatest honour that England could
confer on any of her scientists. Ramanujan was the first Indian
to secure that distinction and the only Indian F. R. 8. in
Mathematics so far. On the 13th of October he was elected
& Fellow of Trinity College—a prize fellowship of £250/- a year
with no duties or conditions attached.

While thus honours were heaped upon him and while
he was at the height of his renown and material advance-
ment he had a fatal attack of tuberculosis. He was brought
to Madras where he died at the early age of thirty-three in
April 1920. THE LONDON TIMES’ Obituary read “There is some-
thing peculiarly sad in the spectacle of a genius dying young
dying with the first sweets of recognition and suoccess tasted, but;
before the full realization of the powers that lie latent within.”

His personal appearance is best d
of Mr. Ramachandra Rao in his
Ramanujan: “A  short uncouth figure, stout, unshaved nog
overclean, but with the conspicuous feature—shining eyes.’: His
dress was of the simplest kind, Clad in g dhoti and with
a towel on, he used to call on me af my resgidence, on hig
way to the house of a relative of mine to whom he v;as givin
tuition for a remuneration of Rsg. 7/~ a month, TLater on a%
Madras, his friends taught him to wear a decent dress, especi’ally

escribed in the words
account of his interview with -
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on the eve of his departure for England. Simple, unostenta-
tious, innocent like a ochild, unconscious of his own genius,
and without pride or vanity, he combined in himself rare
gifts with an exemplary character. His knowledge of the world
was poor and he was not able tojudge men or things properly.
I had occasions to visit him at ‘Summer’ house in Triplicane,
when he would open his note books and explain to me intricate
theorems and formulae without in the least suspecting that
they were beyond my understanding or knowledge. His orthodoxy
was of an extreme type. He was a strict vegetarian, observed
all caste rules punctiliously and cooked his own food during

his stay in England.

In religion he had a firm belief in the existence of a
supreme being and he practised it by trying to lead a pure
and pious life. He did not know much of philosophy. He
used to talk about God and our conduct in life in a mathematical
way. He told me that we should regulate our lives to
reach Godhead by approximating to the upright path,
even as an asymptote approaches along the curve and finally
touches it at infinity. A peculiar feature in his character was
his utmost credulousness. This is ingbanced by his adoration
of one Sathyapriya Rao, the then gymnastic instructor of the
Town High School, who had a mental aberration. The latter
used to gaze at the sun and blurt out some nonsense of
which nothing could be made out, but which struck Ramanujan
as extraordinary and which he attributed to his occult powers.
He himself believed that Goddess Namagiri inspired him in
his dreams with formulae which, rising from bed, he would
jot down and verify. Besides mathematics, the only subject
in which he took some interest was palmistry. On seeing
the lines on his palms he used to tell his friends that his
span of life was short and that it would not extend beyond
85 years or so—a prophecy, which, alas! proved to be too true.

He was a dutiful son of his parents and had always
cared for the welfare of the members of his family. He set
apart for the due maintenance of his family during his
absence in England a decent portion of his scholarship amount
which was paid every month by the University as directed

by him.
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Though estimates may differ as rgga,_rdg’ the nature and
importance of his work, in his. profannd originality and the
processes by which he arrived at mathematical truths, he
stands unique and has few rivals in the field. In this con-
nection, the tribute paid to him by Prof. Hardy is worth quot-
ing. “He is beyond question the best mathematician of the
modern times........ He will always be rather eccentric in his choice
of subjects and methods of dealing with them...But of his
extraordinary gifts there can be no question. In some ways
ke is the most remarkable mathematician I have ever known.”

A full account of his discoveries and papers published
by him is beyond the scope of the present article and must
be reserved for a separate treatise.

A Dbrief reference to some of his important contributions
may not be out of place. Ramanujan’s work lay mainly in
the theory of numbers, one of the oldest branches of Mathematies.
Here, a brilliant genius could discover a new result by repeated
experiments with numbers. But even if a guessed formula is
true in a large number of cases where it has been tested,
it would be no proof but only a conjecture. Ramanujan’s
work contains many proofs and conjectures. He had an
uncanny insight ints algebraic form and took up some of
the most difficult problems, which mathematicians in various
countries had taken up in different times, but quite independently
and in ignorance of what they had done. It was but natural
that many of his guesses should have been proved true and
some wrong, but ‘even the wrong guesses revealed the brilliance
of his genius. Besides the Theory of Numbers, special mention
may be made of his theorems regarding infinite series, Elliptic

functions, Theory of Partitions, modular relations and mock-
theta functions.

It is fo be fervently hoped and prayed on this occasion
of the centenary of the College that more mathematicians of the
type of Ramanujan may be produced by our Alma Mater and
that the city of Kumbakonam may maintain its reputation
of being the ‘Cambridge of South India.’

N. Hari Rao M, A., B, T..
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Professor K. Sundararama lyer

Professor K. Sundararama Iyer was born at Palamaner in the
then North Arcot District, Madras Presidency, on 4th October
1854, in an orthodox family. His father Sesha Iyer was a
Revenue Inspector in the Kumbakonam Taluq from 1863 to
1873. Mr. Sundararama Iyer began his education in an elemen-
tary school in Swamimalai in his seventh year. He had
Upanayanam in 1862 at Tirupathi. In 1864 he joined the
Provincial School at Kumbakonam, which was then under
Mr. W. A. Porter as headmaster and Mr. T. Gopala Rao as
Assgistant Master. He passed the Matriculation examination in
1869 and the F. A. in 1871 both in the First class. He graduated
in February 1874. He was appointed asa Teacher on Rs.60/-
in a High School at Frnakulam. In the second half of 1875,
he was appointed as Senior Assistant Master in the then
Government Zillah (High) School at Salem. He obtained a
job in 1877 in the Wardlaw London Mission School at Bellary
and subsequently as second master of the Town High
School, Kumbakonam. He served in the Brennen Zillah school
at Tellicherry from April 1877 to August 1831. Mr. Sundararama
Iyer took the M. A. degree in March 1881, taking History, Kcono-
mics & Philosophy as his subjects. He was appointed a
lecturer in the Kumbakonam College in August 1881. At
about the close of 1881, he was co-opted to the Town High
School Committee. In 1890, at the request of the Travancore
Government Mr. Sundararama Iyer went to Travancore on
Rs. 800/~ as tutor to His Highness the Sccond Prince of
Travancore, Prince Marthanda Varma, to coach up the latter for
the B. A. degree examination in Branch V (History & Hconomics).
Prince Marthanda Varma passed the B. A, degree examination in
Madras in 1891, As the Prince was keen on studying for the M. A,
degree examination, Mr. Sundararama Iyer was permitted by
the the Madras Government to remain in Trivandrum till 1893,
Barly in 1893, Swami Vivekananda after travelling in North
and South India, went to Trivandrum and stayed with Mr.
Sundararama Iyer for a week, made friends with  the leading
men of the place and had also an audience with the

Maharajah.
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In 1894, Sundararama Iyer reverted to the Madms Edu-
cational department and became a lecturer in History &
Economics in the Kumbakonam College. He was transferred
to the Rajahmundry College, where he served during 1895 to
1896. In 1905 he acted as Professor of History in Presidency
College. He retired in 1907. After retirement, he began to
take interest in Hindu religion and Philosophy and for that
purpose obtained a working knowledge of Sanskrit. He organized
a Vedanta class in his house with the aid of an able Pandit.
He also received initiation in Yoga. He was the Secretary of the
Porter Town Hall for many years. He assiduously collected funds
and by strenuous endeavour brought into existence the
Gopala Rao Library. He presented 400 volumes 65 the Gopala Rao
Library in 18986. He placed the Advaita Sabha, Kumbakonam,
then working in a small way for many years, on a
stable basis, besides contributing Rs3. 2000/- out of his
funds, now much depleted by the loss of his life’s savings
by the crash of Arbuthnut & Co. in 1906, and by collecting
money from the public, and continually travelling for that
purpose. In the end, the Sabha was placed on a subsbantial
and  stable basis,  himself continuing as  secretary
and arranging annual sessions of Pandits. In 1909, he
went to Tinnevelly at the request of influential men of the
place and took up the Principalship of the Tinnevelly Hindu
College to rostore discipline in the College and rehabilitate the
institution. 1In spite of the ardent request of the committee
of the College, he stuck o his resolve ta work in the Cbollege for only
one year and not more, left the College and returned to Kumba-
konam wherein he spent the remaining porton of his life except
a period of four years in Mylapore, Madras, till he died at the ripe
old age of 8% in Kumbakonam on 5th May 1938. During his
retirement, he was incessantly studying, writing and delivering
lectures. While in Madras, he was connected for five years with
the ‘Hindu Message’, = weekly Journal dealing with the higher
aspects of the Hindu Religion. Soon after his death, THE HINDU in
a sketch of his life wrote “Professor Sundararaman
commanded universal reverence and esteem. His personality,
though unassuming, was none the less impressive. His writings
were marked by a breadth of outlook and a virility that won
appreciation. A lover of the old and a close student of history,
he had a profound faith in the Hindu Sastras. His heart wens
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out to the low and the suffering and there was no worthy cause
which he did not actively sympathize in and generously donate
for. His literary productions wers scholarly, realistic and
analytical. His powerful pen he utilised to repel the many
wilful attacks on ancient Hindu religion which the traducers of
Hinduism often indulged in. Ph#osophy he mastered and taught.
Banskrit he learned late and used his learning to illuminate and
modernise the neglected Hindu philosophic doctrines. Books
were his constant companjons and causes his spouse.”

R. Aravamudu Iyengar
Secretary,
Prof, Sundararama Iyer Rescarch Institute, Kumbakonam,




Rao Bahadur A. C. Pranatharthihara lyer

He wWas born on 20th Feb. 1857 and died on Sth June 1938.
He was educated in the Govt. LCollege, Kumbakonam and was
employed in the different branches (School, Inspection and
Direction) of the Madras Educatianal Department. He rose $o the
position of Deputy Director of Public Instruction and
Inspector of Schools. He retired in 1937 as the Registrar of
Books, Madras. He was member of various Municipal Couneils,
Taluk and District Boards. As Fellow of the Madras
University, President of the Madras Teachers’ Guild ( from
1919 to 1925) and a member of the. Trust Board of
Bir M. Cb. Muthiah Chettiar High School, Madras, he gave
valuable guidance aud help to the members of the t2aching
profession. During the period he held office in the Education
Department a number of reforms was introduced in the system of
education. The scheme of lectures which he was instrumental
in organizing for the benefit of the Elementary School teachers
of Madras (on the line of the University Extension Lectures
in Bngland) had been productive of excellent results, His
staunch advocacy of the rights of Indians in the educational
service before the Royal Commission on Public Services in
India is a proof of his characteristic independence. In recognition
of his meritorious services he was awarded the title of Rao
Bahadur and was a Member of the Indian Service Order.
An endowment for a Prize has been instituted in his name
in Govt. College, Kumbakonam where he studied.

M. Subramanian,
Retd. Accountant-General, Madras.



Dr. S. Rangachari

I had the honour and privilege of knowing very well Dr.
S. Rangachari, when he wasspractising in Madras as a doctor
for more than 15 years. He was one of the most distinguished
doctors that adorned the medical profession in India. Numerous
were his patients in Madras consisting of the rich, the middle
class and the very poor. Before he came to Madras, he belonged
to the Government Medical Service and he was the District Me lical
Officer in Tanjore and other districts. After Government
service for some years, he left it and entered the career of a
private medical practitioner and set up practice iIn Madras.
He pursued his profession with great zeal, energy and enthusiasm.
He was an adept in all branches of the medical profession.
He was a physician, a surgeon and a gynaecologist at the same
time. He established a nursing home of his own in the
Poonamallee High Road. Anybody could go to him for
treatment, whether he was suffering from any long-standing,
chronic: ailment or from any acute disease requiring surgical
operation. He would attend with equal ability and earnest-
ness a maternity case or a surgical case or any patient
suffering from other ailments requiring clinical treitment.
This itself isa rare quality in any doctor. He did not spare
himself 'in his work. He scorned delights and lived laborious
days. It may be said without fear of exaggeration that Le
was a born ‘Karmayogi’. From morning 5 0 clock throughout
the day and even at nights, he was ever ready to respond fto
any call and he would attend to any patient in the shortest
possible time. e moved about in the city in a very big and
luxurious- car. Except for some hours of sleep in his house,
it may be said that he practically lived in his car. He
tried to attend to as many patients as possible during a day.
He loved his profession intensely and dedicated his whole
life to the noble cause of relieving suffering humanity. He
was generous to the poor and he gave treatment free to
them. He was always accessible and available to poor
patients. He was very quick in the diagnosis of the disease
and fully comprehended the method of treatment so well that
he used to stay in a patient’s house only for & very short time. In

Y
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inning many pafients did nofi appreciate ﬁhig quah.ty.
gllft b:fgi:eg'walgds, ha,vsirﬂg fully derived the ‘benefit of _his adv1qe
in many cases, people began to appreciate t‘hat it was his
extraordinary ability and energy that dl_stmgulshed him from
the rest of the members of his profession.

There was another characteristic of his which requires
mention. He rarely sent bills to either the rich or the middle
class patients. He accepted without looking into the payment
whatever was offered to him by his patients. As in -India people
have a feeling that if ¢hey do not pay the doctor's fees, they
incur sin and fear that their disease may not be completely

eradicated, Dr. Rangachari was not put to any loss on this
account.

He was a man of few words and many patients who would
like that the doctor should hear everything about their complaints
and should also say many soothing and consoling words to them
were at first disappointed. But as they grew accustomed to his
manner and his method and felt that they were safe in his hands,
they ceased to grumble about it. In fact, towards the latter part
of his career as a medical practitioner in Madras, he became very

popular and thousands flocked to him aud appreciated his ability
and generosity.

Though Dr. Rangachari was a man of a variety of tastes,
he had no time for pursuing them and so it appeared to us all
that he had no second interest in life. Those who knew him
well could discern in him a person of culture and taste. In
private conversation he was Jolly and could command caustic wit,
He was good and loving to friends. His popularity was so great and
his services were so greatly appreciated in Madras that, on hig
passing away at an early age, all people gathered to mourn his
loss and erected a statue for him which adorns the city. The
erection of a statue in memory of the services rendered by him
was a unique honour done by the public of Madras.

The Kumbakonam Colle
him as one of its Old Boys.
left by his will a very |
especially scholarships for

ge should be proud to have had
He amassed 3 fairly large fortune and
arge amount for various charities,
poor students taking up the study of
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medicine or other branches of learning. His one great hobby‘
was the buying of very good and hlg cars. and of

them at great speed and of attending to the repairs of the
cars himself without even the assistance of a mechanic. He
made experiments on himself in dietetics and many peeple
in Madras felt that these experiments were largely respon- -
gsible for his early death. In his passing away, the medical
profession lost one of its most distinguished members and
South India, one of her noblest sons who dedicated his whole
life to the seryice of the people in the true spirit of ‘Karmayoga’.

K. Balasubramania Awar,
Advocate, High Court, Madras,




Dewan Bahadur Sri A. V. Ramalinga Aiyar

Among the galaxy of names adorning the records of an old
college, those of statesmen, politicians, judges, doctors and
engincers always merit our consideration, because of the cons-
tructive work they leave behind for posterity to emulate or
follow. Kumbakonam College reminds people of very astute
mathematicians. The alumni of that institution can be
marked out by their perfermances in their later life as well. To be
brief, some of our best intellects, who have indelibly written
themselves on the pages of the history of the South belonged
to the Government College, Kumbakonam, nestling close to
the river Cauveri, herself contributing so much to the ferti-
lity of the race which grew up on its banks.

Sri A. V. Ramalinga Aiyar, though born in distant
Tinnevelly was drawn to this college to take his degree in
Bachelor of Arts with the First rank in the First Class in
Mathematics in the year 1887. He was a favourite of the
late Prof. R. V. Srinivasa Aiyar, well-known by the sobriquet,
“Buclid Srinivasa Iyer” He was born in a village called
Kodaganallur in Tinnevelly district on 10th July 1887. His
early education was in his own district, where he matricula-
ted and passed his F. A. from the Hindu College.

Though a post carrying Rs. 150/~ in the Secretariat of
the Madras Government was offered to young Ramalingam, he
rejected the offer on the advice of his professor R. V. Srinivasa
Aiyar, who perceived extraordinary abilities in the young man
for shaping him into a more useful individual both to society
and the country. Naturally he joined the Engineering College,
as his aptitude directed him that way, and passed out First
from that College.

After undergoing practical training in the P. W. D. work-
shops at Rayapuram and at the Periyar Head-works he com-
pleted his term of apprenticeship.. From then onwards he
served in the capacity of Asst. Engineer at the Periyar Main
Dam. His high engineering skill and accurate knowledge of
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higher mathematics were the determining factors in the sue-
cessful completion of the Periyar Project. Subsequently when
there was a sensational case against the Madras Government,
bho ably stood the cross-examination of Eardly Norton and
that decided the case in favour of the Madras Government.
He was immediately promoted {1918) as Superintending Engi-
neer—a post for the first time to be given to a South Indian—
and again in 1922 he became the Chief Kngineer for the
Madras Presidency—an honour and distinction hardly within
reach of Indians in those fimes.

In his work he was known to have been very efficient
and painstaking. He never flinched from labour of any kind.
He was indeed a task-master to those under him. Having
had himself a course of strenuous service in his younger
years, he believed that others also desirous of service in the
Government, should put forth enough hard work to make
both the Government and the people realise how much engi-
neering could render a land prosperous.

After retirement in 19238, he continued his interest in
the profession fto which he belonged. In partnership with
the late Sri R. N. Arogyaswami Mudaliar, he proved a very
able consultant Engineer for a number of years. His services
of a free nature to various bodies and charitable institutions
both in the city of Madras and outside in the Province,
were much appreciated. Thus the Ramakrishna Mission Home,
the P.8S.High School, the Hindu High School, the Avvai
Home, the National Girls’ School, the Loyola College
etc. were immensely benefited by his personal supervision of
their building constructions.

He was connected with the University of Madras as a
member of the Senate from 1923 to 1930 and as a member of the
Syndicate in 1921. He attended a conference of Engineers at
Simlia as a representative of the Madras University in 1913, and in
1988 he went to Ceylon for advising the Ceylon Government
in their Drainage Improvements and major Irrigation Schemes.

Apart from his chosen path of service he rarely strayed
into other fields. To the last he was known as a gentleman, never



shirking any piece of work taken up by him. His main pre-
ocoupations being of the Engineering line, he occasionally taught
ounger persons how to make themselves efficient in work.

yond these, his interests werve limited. His daily habits ‘,pl*bv'eﬂ; :
‘how early systematic application of both mind and bady to work
could take a man not only to the top of the profession he had
chosen, but also enable him to live a goad and long life. His
regular morning and evening walks along the roads of the city of
Madras reminded many a younger person, starting life, how
effortless one could toil on in life provided: early habits were
formed with a healthy mental outlook and an unfailing sense of
duty.

One can say of him that unstinted capacity for work and

honesby of purpose made him a madel for those who followed him
in the service of Engineering. :

K. Chandrasekharan.

The College Bell-Tower




C. R. Pattabhirama lyer

Mt. ©. R. Pattabhirama Iyer, a distinguished Old Boy of our
College, was born in 1857. His father Mr. Ramaswami
Iyer was a Tahsildar and was highly esteemed as an efficient
officer. He was a man of strong physique and indomitable
will. His wife Parvathi Ammal was a pious lady.

Mr. Pattabhirama Iyer was a man.of finc figure with a
keen intellectual face. He took his Degree in 1873
and was placed in the First class and stood First in the
Presidency. Later on he took his B. L. Degree and started
practice as an Advocate in Tanjore. His thorough mastery
of Law and his power of advocacy and his forensic eloquence
impressed everyone. Affer a decade he moved on to Madras
and achieved great success in his profession as a lawyer,
He had a very strenuous life and never made a distinction
between rich and poor clients.

In 1899 he became the Judge of the City Civil Court.
It was expected that he would be elevated to the High Court
Bench. But that was not to be. God wished otherwise and
in his forty-fifth year in 1902, the cruel hand of death snatched

him away. He died of dropsy.

As a Judge he was a master of principles and precedents
and he studied the records of every case with care. He was
a shrewd judge and was able to spot the truth instinctively.
He had a peculiar habit of reading records, standing. He
used to walk up and down his room, thinking seriously before
coming to any decision.

He had a great love for Literature—both English and
Sanskrit—and a special admiration for Raja Yoga and Shakti
philosophy. He had a high regard for Sri Sankaracharya and
he combined piety with religious theory and practice. He was
thus great in many ways. Many of these prominent traits
we find in his illustrious son Dr. C. P. Ramaswami Ayyar,
now Vice-Chancellor, simultaneously of two Universities.

PR S



Dewan Bahadur Srinivasaraghava Ayyangar

Dewan Bahadur Srinivasa Raghava Ayyangar was a brilliant
student of this College. He was one of the favourite pupils
of Mr. W. A. Porter. Srinivasa Raghava Ayyangar had his early
education in Kumbakonam, but he joined the Presidency College for
his B. A. Course. He first came into prominence as a close observer
and student of statistics. He compiled “Factors of the Great
Indian Famine of 1887" and this brought him to the notice
and approbation of Sir Hemry Stokes. He was Inspector-
General of Registration. The then Governor of Madras, Lord
Connemara, set him to the task of summing up the results
of British Administration between 1850 and 1890. The immediate
reception of this work “Forty years of Progress in British
Administration” was tremendously hostile. This survey sought
to prove that the period under review was one of increasing
prosperity. It was he who laid the foundation for practically
every great economic reform, and the reorganization of the
Registration department has won for him an enduring
reputation as an administrator. He laid the seed for the
co-operative movement. e insisted on effective steps being
taken to combat agricultural indebtedness. He opened the eyes
of the Government to the fact that the soil needed resuscitation.
He also paved the way for a policy of state aid to industries.

He was a great educational reformer as well. He found
that the educated were drifting away from the uneducated and thus
formed a class by themselves. He insisted on the award of
titles like “Mahamahopadhyaya” to deserving pandits and

scholars. He was very much ahead of his- times and made
a thorough study of statistics and economics.

He became the Dewan of Baroda and made the state a model
to the rest of India. He handled the plague and famine situation
in that State in such a masterly manner that even the keen critie,
Lord Curzon, praised him, “Mr. Srinivasa Raghava Ayyangar was a
fore-runner of the modern school of statesmen who oonoe;trate on

the economic rather than on the purely political side of their work.”

——
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Rao Bahadur N. Krishnaswami Ayyangar

Rao Bahadur N. Krishnaswami Ayyangar, one of the distinguished
Old Boys of our College was a self-made man. He was born in
1863 and started life as a schoolmaster. Once a school-
master, always a schoolmaster. Few are the schoolmasters
who have ventured into pastures mew.” Mr. Krishnaswamy
Ayyangar was by nature intelligent and industrious, rather a diffi-
calt and rare combination. He took his B. L. Degree in 1885 and
entered the Kumbakonam Bar. He was very successful in his
profession; but Law alone Jcould not absorb all his energy and
capacity for work. He took a lively, abiding interest in public
affairs. He was clected to the Madras Legislative Council for
the years 1909-12 and became also the Chairman of Kumbakonam
Municipality. As Chairman he showed a remarkable grasp of
problems affecting Kumbakonam and improved the town in
many ways. He was Vice-President of the Taluk Board and
member of the District Board. Three banking institutions—the
Central Bank, the Union Bank and the Mutual Benefit Fund
owe their existence and their prosperous conditions to Mr.
Krishnaswami Ayyangar. He was President of the Kumbakonam
Club, Vani Vilas Sabha and the Managing Committee of the
local Town High School. There was hardly any public move-
ment in Kumbakonam of which Mr. Krishnaswami Ayyangar
was not the indispensable leader. He was a natural leader with
a tall and imposing figure. He had a striking nose which
showed his strong will and determination. Though he suffered
from defective hearing he grasped things with an instinctive
shrewdness. He cultivated remarkably regular habits and this
kept him in a good condition to cope with the very arduous
professional and public duties which clung to him to the lass.

He had a good word for everyone, young or old, and he
retained real youthfulness in the liveliness of the sgpirits
and the wide interests he cultivated. He had a strenuous life and
worked for many public causes. He passed away in June 1929.

Rao Bahadur N, Krishnaswami Ayyangar has founded a Prize
to be awarded annually in the shape of a Gold Medal for the hest
essay in Hnglish from among the members of the College Union.

10
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A Message

The cclebration on a grand scale of the establishment of
the Kumbakonam College is not merely an event of outstand-
ing importance in the life-history of a local institution or of
Tamilnad, of which it is a shining ornament, or of Indlajn
education in general, but it is also a noteworthy event in
the history of India and of Indian Culture. Qurs is an anci-
ent culture which was luminous and beneficent and shed its

rays of wisdom on the whole world when the rich and proud
and progressive West was in comparative savagery. Great

Universities like those at Nuddea and Nalanda, Taxila and

Vikramasila were well-known all over the world long before

those in Oxford and Cambridge and Tiondon and Paris rose

to fame. But after the Reformation and the Renaissance the

West went far ahead and the eminence of Science there has

given to it a new world importance. The British rule in

India was made possible by the raw age of science and -
rationalism and democracy and India had to learn the new

lessons of modern knowledge to fulfil herself and have a

great second Renaissance. In this task the Indian Univer-

sities have played a great part, though they came into being

under the aegis of the British Rule and in a period of

India’s slavery. TUnder the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi

who was the finest flower of the union of the ancient Indian.
and the modern Western cultures, India has now atbained

her independence by the essentially Indian technique of Satya

and Alimsa (Truth and non-violence), thus adding a new

white chapter to the black and blood-stained pages of the

history of the world. The Kumbakonam College will never

forget its origin and history and destiny or the great role

which has been played by it as one of the makers of modern

India. The Madras University, of which it is an ornament,

will soon be celebrating its own centenary.

Oxford has been described by Matthew Arnold as the
city of the dreaming spires. This description befits Kumba-
konam even more appropriately. All the schools of Indian
philosophic thought have flourished well at Kumbakonam for
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A Message 77
centuries. The Tanjore District is the .child of the Cauveri
and Kumbakonam is its brain. It has produced very great
men in recent times and it used to be said: “What Kumba-
konam thinks to-day the rest of India will think to-morrow.”
It owes this high distinction to the Kumbakonam College.
The College attained early a _ very high name for eminence
in Mathematics and used to be called the Cambridge of South

India.

I hope that very soon, and as an aspect of the Cente-
nary celebration, a syndicate of scholars who are alumni of
the College will give to the world a ° correct and brilliant
history of the College. I wish that the great ideas of the
Kumbakonam College Old Boys’ Association in regard to the
Centenary Oelebration by way of adding to the prestige and
utility of the College will be realized soon. Incidentally I
may proudly point out that 19564 marks also the Centenary
of the birth of my honoured father who served the College
for three decades and helped to build up a great name for
it. I am now in my sere and yellow leaf and graduated
from the College before our twenfieth century began. I love
my Alma Mater and am proud of her. May she play in
Independent India an even greater role than she has played
during the past one hundred years!

K. 8. Ramaswami Sastri




My Recollections

] was not successful in my first attempt to pass tl}e
Matriculation Examination of the Madras University held in
1905. My Headmaster of the Town- High School, Sri V. R.
Venkateswara Iyer, who is now past 85 and who is still
living, gave me a cut with his cane and expressed disappointmfant
that one who had been expected to come out with a First
Class should have failed. I passed the cxamination in 1906
in the First Class and entered the Kumbakonam College. I
secured a scholarship for all the four years of my stay in
the college. It was a scholarship intended for poor students,
I passed both the F. A. and B. A. examinations in the First
Class from the Kumbakonam College. Some of my class-mates
who were studying in the F. A. class left Kumbakonam for
Madras to study in the Presidency, Christian or Pachaiyappa’s
College but Mr. Littlehailes, the then Principal of the Presidency
College, was good enough to keep a seat unfilled until he

wrote and found out from me that finance stood in the way
of my going to Madras.

I am not a believer in idle reminiscences, But one or

two instances of my college days stand out in some
relief,

One of my mathematics professors was outstanding
and could without a second look at the figure on the blackboard
containing all the twenty-six letters of the alphabet recall
and explain the figure for a whole hour without making even
a single mistake, Naturally he was too quick for gsome of
the students who did not take kindly to him.

A second instance is the ocase of one of my -class-
mates  who—may his soul rest in peace! —is no
more with wus, started practising for a mile race from
the very mnext day after the sports. He was so tenacious
that he practised running  for almost all the 365 days

and came out second in the mile race of the nexst
year,
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In those days Kumbakonam was not a centre for holding
B. A. examinations. I therefore went to Madras to sit for the
B. A. examination, I found by comparing notes that the
students who had studied in the Madras Colleges had a good
deal more of self-confidence than I had and could reel off
answers to possible questions anuch more readily than those
from mofussil colleges. However a few of the students of
mofussil colleges did secure a First Class in their B. A. subjects.
Success in the B. A. meant parting of ways. Some of my
class-mates took to Law, some others studied for M. A. and
a, few joined the KEngineering College «which then admitted
only 20 or 24 students to the engineer class each year. 1 have
been uniformly lucky as Engineer. 1t was only once that my
promotion was postponed and my junior got promoted in
preference to me. 1 owe it to the-kindness and generosity
of the Madras Government that I was given an opportunity
to study the engineering dams built across the rivers in the
United Kingdom, the United States, France, Switzerland and Egypt.
I may be permitted to advise my young friends of the student
population that luck or what I would prefer to call God’s
grace plays a very major part in one’s life. All that we can
contribute is not to strike out short-cuts, but to have faith
in the long-term policy of clinging to truth and doing our
very best in whatever situation we may find ourselves.

N. Govindaraja Iyengar,
Member, Union Public Service Commission.

Mr. Govindarajan presided over the College & Old Boys’ Day in
March 1950; he has endowed a sum of Rs. 2000, and the Srimathi
Champakalakshmi Ammal scholarship is being awarded annually out of
the interest on this endowment. Ed.




Some Reflections

My association with the College relates to a period almost a
third of a century ago. Since then my career has been devoted
to tackling some aspect or other of the current affairs of the
Government of India. For the last five years, I have been engaged
in directing the financial organization of some of the country’s
biggest irrigation and pdwer projects. All of us have heard about
the mighty Bhakra-Nangal project on the Sutlej river in the
Punjab, the Damodar Valley schemes in Bihar and Bengal, the
colossal Hirakud Dam on the Mahanadi in Orissa and the like.
I have been lending a helping hand, however humble it might be,
in ensuring that these huge undertakings really turn out to be
first class assets for the India of the future. Placed as I am,
I work for the future. Normally, therefore, I do not look
into the past nor am I a fond believer in a bygone
“Golden Age”.

The only thought that occasionally enters my mind in
regard to the past is whether I have fully utilized all the
opportunities afforded to me to the best advantage; in retrospect,
I somefimes try to assess whether the institutions I passed
through have succeeded in turning out worthwhile men—men
of character who will contribute to.the building up of a stable
fubure.

Itis in this respect that the traditions of an institution
serve its constituents continuously. When I entered the College,
its hoary past embraced the achivements of stalwarts in the
educational field like Porter and Gopala Rao. While the educa-
tionists of my days at College had the traditions of these giants
to guide them, the student population, in whose ranks I stood
included, could set before themselves, at any rate for emulation
in dreams, the pinnacle in the research fields reached by the
mathematical prodigy, Ramanujam. The teacher = and
the taught together thus ran a race with the past

and in my reckouing, the results are not a little - flatter-
ing to both.



Sri N. GOVINDARATA IYENG AT,
(Rerd.) Chief Engineer,
Madras Gavt., Member, Union
Public Service Commission,

SRI L. S. VAIDYANATHAN
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Principals like P. Rajagopala Iyer built excellent labora-
tories and workshops much in advance of the common standards
required in their days. Professors like Patrachariar could succeed
in  making even fools understand Calculus. Professor
Hanumantha Rao who was presiding over the Chemistry
laboratory left teaching of Chemistry to his portly laboratory
attender, Aiyah Pillai, while he himself infused a good knowledge
of Economics into his pupils. I recollect an occasion when Prof.
Hapumantha Rao presided over a learned lecture on “Hook
Worm” by an American medical research worker of the Rocke-
feller Foundation. The Professor started.his concluding remarks
by asking, “Do we realize how much each one of us preys
like a hook-worm on Socieby?”.

On the few occasions when I have re-visited the Callege
since my leaving it and rambled round its grounds, I conld
notice the enlargements in class-rooms, the additions made tc
the Laboratories and the Library. Every time I left the -cgmpus
I had the feeling that the students of the institution are being
given increasingly better facilities to fit themselves for making
worthwhile contributions to the society in which they will live
and grow. The good traditions that the Cbollege has -mlways
had and which are being continususly bzbttered, and added be;
have already set up a halo round the institution at the close
of a cenbtury of its existence. Let us hope that in the new
era that is dawning, in the second century of its existence
which the College now enters upon, the halo will grow brighter
and brighter and will for ever be a beacon light for the guidance
of the youngsters who will pass through its portals.

S. Ratnam,

Joint Secretary, Central Ministry of Finance.
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My College

When, after a few years of scholastic life I emerged from the
portals of the Kumbakonam College in the ante-penultimate
year of the last century, little did I dream that I should be
entering them again, after the lapse of only three years,
though in a different role. 1In the case of the majority of
Old Boys of an educational institution, their reminiscences
will naturally be confined to the years when they were stu-
dents; but mine include also my experiences when T was a
member of the staff of the College. T was first appointed
to the College in February 1902 and I retired from scrvice
in February 1937, having been a teacher for very nearly thirby-
five years, twenty of which werc spent in my Alma Mater.
I believe that persons circumstanced like myself who main-
tained an active conmection with the institution which gave
them their eduncation for such a long time can be counted
on one’s fingers, with some fingers to spare. In what follows
I shall try to restrict the use of the first person singular ag
much as possible.

Between 1895 and 1808 there were four Principals,
Mr. E. W, Middlemast, Mr. J. B. Bilderbeck, Rao Bahadur
C. Nagoji Rao and Mr. A. A. Hall. The first was a roui.
nist, the second a disciplinarian who, however, frequently
relaxed, the third a martinet and the last a complete misfit,
Mr. Middlemast was a mathematics man and taught that
subject in the various classes; in addition he had o do some
English in at least one class, as there was then g depart-
mental rule that every Principal ought to give some instruc-
tion in KEnglish. Mr. Middlemast salved his congecicnice by
asking students to read English passages from some book chosen
at random. His successors all engaged the classes in Englisgh.

When it came to Mr. Hall's turn, the students got
more amusement than instruction. Having spent many
years in the Teachers College, Saidapet, where he was
supposed to tecach graduates how to teach, Mr. Hall
felt like a fish out of water when he was asked to serve in an Arts
College. He was very fond of the word ‘wonderful and used i
on all occasions when he was surprised. One morning when he
entered the College building and looked at the (}ollegé7 clock, he
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remarked: “Kumbakonam is a very wonderful place; not only have
I traversed the distance between my bungalow and the College
in no time, but I have actually gained some minutes.” He
was not happy during his two months’ stay here, except when
he was playing his favourite game of tennis in the College
courts. Unfortunately, every day, one incident or another put
him out. For instance, one morning he happened to go to the
Cbollege office for some information and the Head Clerk, who
was hard of hearing, bent forward and placed his right hand
near his right temple after the fashion of such people. A few
minutes after, Mr. Hall went into the. Library for a book,
and when he asked the Librarian about i%, the latter repeated
the Head Clerk’s performance. Mr. Hall roared out: “Does the
Kaveri water make you, too, deaf?” It must have been a
great relief to him when he was posted back to his favourite
Training College.

Among the gurus who brought up their disciples, special
mention must be made of two to whom I owe a great deal. It
was my good fortune to sit at the feet of Rao Bahadur
S. Seshayya and Mahamahopadhyaya P. Rangachariarto learn
my English and Sanskrit respectively. The little knowledge
of the English language that I claim with pardonable pride
and the great love I bear toits literature were instilled into
me by the first-mentioned teacher. Every class of his was a
feast of reason and a flow of soul. I was specially attracted
by his method of teaching. When a passage was being construed
he would choosse more important and etymologically interesting
words and explain them by referring to words or passages akin
to them. He profusely illustrated his explanations from
Sanskrit and Tamil classics. This served todrive home into the
minds of his students the sense of the passages he was explaining.

The other gentleman was at that time the unchallenged
head of Sanskrit scholars in South India. He was universally
respected not only for his learning but for his sterling character
and uprightness. One characteristic of his teaching which I have
never met with in anybody else was that he never had in front
of him a copy of the text-book he was teaching, whether it was an
old classic or the latest lucubration of some obscure candidate for
admission into the Pandit world who had somehow managed to
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get his production presoribed as a text-book. Along with the
other Mahamahopadhyaya, tbe well-known T.a,mll saho}ar,
V. Swaminatha Ayyar, Pandit Rangachariar kept alive the musical
side of College life by insisting in every class on students
reading the stanzas of poetry they had to study and even 'the
Sanskrit prose passages, in raggs appropriate to the occasion.
Mr. Swaminatha Ayyar was himself a musician and he sef
the passages to the appropriate tunes and asked his students
to imitate him.  The ecorridors of the College used to ring
with the sound of these recitations and though this disturbed
the work in other , classes by attracting attention, all
enjoyed the occasion, including puritanical members of the
stadf.

Before closing this part of my reminiscences as a student,
I wish to refer in particular to one lecturer, who became Prineipal
only after I had completed my course. This was Mr. J. M.
Hensman, a Jaffna gentleman, who was a most impressive teacher
and took a personal interest in his students. The Hensman
family has contributed a respectable quota to the Public Service.
There was a Hensman in the Accountant-General’s Office, Madras,
another in the office of the Registrar, Madras University, a third
in the High Court as Deputy Registrar and a fourth in the medical
profession (he is still happily with us, less well-known, perhaps,
than his wife, Mrs. Mona Hensman). My Professor was a good
English scholar and his English classes formed a refreshing
contrast to those of many other lecturers; when he retired from
Government service, he went back to his native island and settled
down in Jaffna, his ancestral town. He was unfortunate in his
children, as all of them died before him, leaving only a grand
daughter and her husband to tend him in his old age. When
I visited Ceylon a few years ago, I made a special pilgrimage to
pay my respects to my old teacher, whom I found in a most
pitiably helpless state. He had lost the use of his limbs and had
o be wheeled along in an invalid chair to attend to his physical
needs. Before I took leave, the grand-daughter put a huge tome
in my hands which she wag using as a sort of Visitors’ Book and
asked me to sign and offer any remarks in it that I liked. What
were my surprise and pleasure at finding that the page previous
to the one I was shown contained two or three sentences from the
pen of the Right Hon'ble V, S, Srinivasa Sastril
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I now come to the second part of my experiences-viz.,
those relating to the years when I was a. member of the staff
of the College. As stated earlier, I graduated from the College
in January 1833 (the Universit"y examinations were then held
in December and January and the academic year rmore or less
coincided with the Calendar year, there being only two terms,
from January to May and from July to December). I was
- posted as Assistant Lecturer of this College in Mathematics
in February 1902. Most of the members of the staff were old
teachers of mine, as was to be expected; but among the
students, there were some who were either my class-
mates or my juniors. Readers can easily picture to themselves
the delicate situation in which I found myself. There were
very few students younger than myself, and for the first few
days I combated the feeling of inferiority complex which
threatened to overwhelm me and came out of the struggle
with flying colours. Within a week of my beginning my career
a8 a teacher, the students in all the classes had once forall
discovered that I was not to be trifled with. To the end of
my career, I had absolutely no trouble with the students.
But it took me a much longer time to get myself acoustomed
to the life in the Staff Common Room, where I had to rub
shoulders with gentlemen who had been, bubt three years before,
my teachers and whom I still approached with awe. The
change-over from being called Patrachari to bzing hailed as
Mr, Patrachariar was cataclysmic and I could nof easily make
up my mind to hobnob with my erstwhile gurus. But all of
them were uniformly kind to me and contributed not a little
to make me feel at ease. In this the oldest and most revered
of my teachers had the largest share. IfI were to forget any
of these great souls—which God forbid—I should be guilty of
the basest ingratitude. In course of time I got the

treatment from the officials and the public of

same
to the older members of

Kumbakonam as was meted out
the staff.

A fow words as to how I came to be posted to Kumbakonam
as Assistant Lecturer may be of interest to readers. After
I graduated from the College, I joined Presidency College
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for my M. A. studies in Mathematics and after leaving.
it, joined the Teachers’ College for my training.

I had just finished the L.T. course and answered the
theory portion of the University Examination when I wasg
offered the job in the Kumbakopam College. The circumstances
under which this came about were briefly these:- The
Mathematics Assistant Lecturer had to leave, having been selected
for training for one of the newly created Police Deputy Buperinten-
dentships. For some time past, there was no member of the
staff, other than the Pandit, who knew Sanskrit and as each
of the four College classes had translation from Sanskrit into
English and wvice versa, somebody had to be found for doing
that work. The Librarian (the same gentleman into whose ears
Mr. Hall shouted) had been asked to d> the translation in
addition to his own duties in the Library. After doing this
extra work for some time, he asked for additional remuneration
which was, unreasonably enough, refused by the Director. In his
turn the Librarian refused to work withou any salary.

With matters at this stage, there ocourred the mathe-
matics vacancy referred to above. In asking the Director for
a new mathematics man, the Principal had added that he
wanted also a Sanskrit graduate for translation work. B
the fortunate accident of knowing Sanskrit as well as Mathe-
matics I got the job. I continued in Kumbakonam for about
eight years when I was transferred to Saidapet. I came
back to this College after having occupied the coveted posi-
tion of Assistant Professor in the Presidency College for a
short time. In 1922, I was once again transferred, this time
to distant Anantapur from which I had to migrate to various
places: Rajahmundry, Coimbatore and Guindy, until, finally,

in 1931 I returned to Kumbakonam ‘6o die at home at
last.’

Throughout all this period the staff cOmmon room was my
Paradise. At no time did I find any discord or misunder-
standing among the members of the staff and the wvarious
common lunches in the common room had much to do to
bring about this harmony, Mr. A. 8. Vaidyanatha, Ayyar
{the Professor of Fnglish) was the most entertaining member
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of the common room, though each contributed his ghare
to the common fund of cheerfulness.

I shall stop here and bid farewell to my readers (if
any), informing them that I am still going strong in spite of
my seventy two years and have not lost my zest for teaching
not only mathematics but overy subject.

May my College flourish for ever.

K. 8. Patrachare

THE COLLEGE CREST (OLD)



Reminiscences

]n extending to me the privilege of sending my ‘reminiscences
relating to the Kumbakonam Gollege’, the Souvenir Editorial
Committee have tacitly given me the concession of saying
whatever I chooge, of rambling without cogency or logical con-
nexion and of detailing anecdotes, however trivial they may be.
They seem to recognise that the advance of age entitles one to write
loosely without being checked or questioned. I thank them
for this generous concession and will avail myself fully of it.

I had heard of the greatuess of the Kumbakonam College
as early as 18)3 when 1 was inthe II Form of a High Schoo-
in an adjacent town. My school-fellows and I heard with wondering
attention that the students in Kumbakonam were playing with
a ball which they kicked about for enjoyment. Games Iike
football were then unknmown to us; in fact, I showed complete
ignorance of football when, in the old F. A. class, our Physiology
lecturer tried to illustrate the structure of the eye by comparing
it with a football with the bladder enclosed in it. Iven in
those benighted days, the Kumbakonam College was noted for
its keen interest in Western games.

After passing the F. A. (now called Intermediate) exami-
nation, I appeared before Mr. Hensman, the then Principal of
the Kumbakonam College, for admission 40 the B. A. class.
I was not in a position to pay for my education and was told
that a scholarship might be obtained if I could pay the College
fees for the first two months and did well in an examination.
In those days there was no such Old Boys’ Association as now
flourishes in the College giving a large number of scholarships
to poor boys. As I could not afford to pay the initial fees,
I had to seek admission elsewhere and thus like Sir Roger’s
ancestor in The Spectator, 1 “narrowly missed” being a
student of this great College.

I remember distinetly the feelings of awe and admiration
which the appearance of this College inspired in me when,
for the first time, I saw the holy river flowing by and the
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venerable peepul and other trees which stood on the foreshore
and in the avenue leading from the outer gate to the main
building. Some five years after this, I came again in contact
witp this College. Kumbakonamn was then, as now, a centre for
Umversity examinations and I came as an invigilator accompany-
ing boys from Mannargudi which was not a centre. As I was
crossing the river in a boat to enter the College, I was struck
by the sight of two or three lecturers of the College walking
along the verandah. They wore academic gowns and turbans
and had, it seemed to me, an air of dignity and scholarly
serenity. Gowns used to be worn by lecturers during College hours
until a fow years ago. It is interesting to observé.the change
that has come over manners and fashions in the course of some
twenty years. Occasionally, I see lecturers of foday walking
along the corridors of the College without -turbans™ or even
coats and with just a shirt and a dhoti going rouird below
the waist. This laxity in dress would, in ‘these days, be
considered a very serious breach of decorum,.

In 1920 I was posted to Kumbakonam College as Addi-
tional Lecturer in English and took up my appointmeért with
a certain amount of trepidation. The HEnglish classes were
then large and the Senior Interinediate class, having a strength
of over a hundred and fifty, presented a formidable appearance
to every new lecturer. If he failed to satisfy their expectations,
he ran the risk of being ‘boosed’ at or hearing cat-calls and of
finding the place hotter than he would desire. I soon got
accustomed to the ways of the new institution and felt quite

happy as the days passed by.

In the twenties of the century, three pucca, full dress
plays used to be enacted in the last term of the year: one in
English, usually a play of Shakespeare’s, one in Sanskrit,
usually one of Kalidasa's plays and one in Tamil with plenty of
songs. In fact the last term of the year used to be called
‘the Drama Term’, the second term being the ‘Sports Term’.
For -over a month the rehearsals for the plays went on conti-

nuously in the evenings.

‘ When the College was under the stewardship of M.
R. M. Statham, several noteworthy achievements came to be

12
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recorded. Mr. Statham had a ‘dair’ for making friends and for
moving on equal terms with Indians. Those were days When
Englishmen who were heads of institutions or offices kept Indians
at a respectful distance, so that the line which, they thought,
should divide the rulers and the ruled might not fade out. Mr.
Statham’s appeal for an Old Boys’ Association met with an enthusi-
astic response. In a year or two, the number of members rose to
a considerable figure and the subscriptions collected from
them enabled the Association to give quite a large number
of scholarships to poor and deserving students.

The annual gatherings of the Old Boys’ Association
were impressive and inspiring. I remember one of these
gatherings over which the late K. Ramanujachariar, an Old
Boy and former Principal of Pachaiyappa’s College, presided.
Some two hundred members, many of them old men of over
gixty, attended. Some had come from Mayavaram, Tanjore
and even more distaut places as on a pilgrimage. The Presi-
dent delivered a very eloquent address lasting for an hour
and kept the audience spell-bound and reverent. The meeting
was held under an old banyan tree at the entrance to the
playground. There were no decorations, no flags, no buntings,
no coloured electric lamps; but the glowing faces of the old
students and the venerable pose and dignified manner of the
President still remain vivid in my memory.

Mr. Statham and My, P. Rajagopala Ayyar, who followed
him as Principal, took a very enthusiastic interest in games
and athletics. It was by their joint efforts that the
College Canoe Club came into existence, a club the like
of which was then to be seen only at Rajahmundry and, at present;,
in Annamalainagar also. It is pof easy to write reminiscences
without introducing the egotistic ‘I°. I may, therefore, be
excused for saying that in 1930 or so, I becamc a member
of the Canoe Club and used fo row regularly after College
work for a furlong against the current of the Cauveri.
This was a most pleasant and vigorous exercise and I believe
it has given me a new lease of life. According to an astrologi-
cal prediction, I should have died in 1946, ‘What keeps
me still going strong is, doubtless, my former membership
of the. boat club and those Students and lecturers who do
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not quk upon old age as a curse would do well to take %o this
refreshing pastime in much larger numbers.

Occasionally the College had the honour of being visited
by the Governors of Madras. One of these was gracious enough
(in 1921 or 1922, I forget the date) to meet the lecturers and
students in one of the College halls. Mr. T. K. Hanumantha
Rao, who was then Vice-Principal, welcomed His. Excellency
in a shorbt extempore speech. In the course of it he referred
to one or two of the urgent requirements of the College and
requested their favourable consideration by the Governor. To
us who heard the speech, there was nothing irrelevant or
objectionable in it. But we saw the Private Secretary walking
in and out of the hall apparently uneasy and fretting and
fuming at the remarks, a gist of which had not been previously
communicated to His Excellency. This looks like an instance
of the distant, unapproachable and exclusive attitude of the
old Hnglish administrators and officials.

It was this Governor of Madras (or was it some other?)
who said about the College playground that it was the finesé
lawn he had ever seen outside Oxford and Cambridge.

I have very pleasant memories of the lunch interval
during the years 1920-23. Some six or seven of the Lecturers
and Assistant Lecturers, among whom Mr, K. S. Patrachariar,
the late T. K. Hanumantha Rao and the late IL. A. Ganapathi
Ayyar were seniors, had, what might be called, a ‘communal
lunch. FKach brought his own tiffin, of course, but there was
a distribution of every dish among all the party. It was not,
however, the dishes that mide the time pleasant, but the
laughter and merriment, the quips and cranks, the jokes in
which even senior members took parb, throwing overboard all
formal restraints. It may be asked why only six or seven members
of the staff met at lunch. In those days the staff numbered
only twenty or s5 and some of them went home for their
tiffin, their houses being very near the College.

The present Centenary Celebrations remind me of the
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations in 1931. Dr. 8. R. U. Savoor, who later
became the Director of Public Instruction, was then Principal.
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He was very keen in furthering the advancement of the College
in all possible ways and organized the Diamond Jubilee with
the main object of placing the College prominently before the
public of the Madras Presidency. During his Principalship he
made earnest and enthusiastic attempts to start Honours
courses in the College in at least one or two -subjects that
do not require expensive laboratories. He wrote strongly to
the Government to restore Philosophy as a subject of study
in the B. A. classes. He pointed out that in Kumbakonam
where the great philosopher, S8ri Sankaracharya, had founded
a Mutt, it was an anomaly that the study of Philosophy
should have been discontinued in the College. But the times
were not favourable. Financial stringency stood in the way
of the Government accepting his proposals. There were even
distant and ominous rumours that Kumbakonam College
might be closed, but happily for succeeding generations of
students, the danger was averted.

Before 1 conclude, I may be permitfed to mention the
names of two senior lecturers in English who died a premature
death-—Messrs. K. S. Vaidyanatha Ayyar and D. A. Narasimham
Pantulu. Besides being good scholars in English  they
had both a great love for Sanskrit Literature. As Lecturers
they were both impressive and highly esteemed. They set
before themselves a very high standard of efficiency and never,
in the least, deviated from it. It was a pleasure to serve
under them and with them and I take this opportunity of
paying my tribute to their memory.

M. R. Rajagopalan
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Kumbakona.m in my mind had been associated with blind
orthodoxy, but I found the peogle and the place quite congenial
to me and I recollect with great satisfaction the pleasant years
which I spent there as Principal of the. venerable Governmeunt
College, Kumbakonam. I shared a house with one of the ortho-
dox gentlemen and I found myself welcome everywhere.

The College had an active Old Boys’ Association which
collected funds to help poor boys to get higher education. I
found a well-managed hostel, the students interested in many
extra College activities like rowing and sports. There was
great rush for admissions and owing to the keenness of the
Old Boys we very soon obtained sanction to increase the
admissions. There was demand for opening new courses and
affiliation in subjects like Botany was also possible before long.
I found that the College had started admitting a few women
students and I helped to provide a good sitting room and other
facilities for them so that more of them may join for higher
education. Without this facility very few of them would have
got the opportunity as there were no colleges for women in the
neighbourhood.

The atmosphere was So congenial and the people so
responsive that I found no difficulty in carrying out many
improvements in the College. Besides the increase in admis-
sions and opening of new courses, the College was given a
platoon in the U.O.T.C. Through the munificence of a local
gentleman, a foot-bridge connecting the town and the College
soon came into existence to replace the old ferry.

I recollect with pleasant memories all the associations I
had with the famous town and College and am thankful to
have had the opportunity to serve the College. I pray that
the College may continue to grow in all directions aund be a
source of joy and inspiration particularly to the people of
Kumbakonam and surrounding areas.

Dy, K. C. Chakko
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No ool ever wrote except for money, said Dr. Johnson. Buf
reminiscences can be written without remuneration. They bring a
secret delight to the writer. They gratify his vanity. So unremune-
rated I write and unrewarded the reader may have to read.

My first years of service in the FEducation department
were in the Government College, Kumbakonam. The century
was in the early twenties and so was I. I have always looked
upon these years as a fortunate beginning, for at that time
there were several on the College staff whom age and ex-
perience had mellowed. It was something of an education to
have listened to their odd memories, or laughed at their
spicy anecdotes, or heeded (or perchance scorned!) their mild
warnings and counsels. The graceful art of social deference
was inculcated almost unconsciously. I have observed the lack
of that grace in institutions where there is an absence of
this leavening of youth with age. I was the youngest of the
colts. I had my first lessons in biting the bit (unaccompanied,
thank God, by biting the dust!) and in having the reins
thrown to you too. I had my share of gentle raps on the
knuckles—if raps on the knuckles could ever be gentle. I
bhad my cupful of praise and encouragement, and my meed -
of sympathy over departmental reverses.

Statham was my first Principal. Those were his salad
days. IIe blazed like a comet in the educational world, wuntil
higher office and responsibility cooled him down into a res-
pectable planet in its orbit. His notions of a code and an

ethos pertaining to college life were far removed from the
staid conceptions then prevalent.

I recall the fun we had when the effigy of Chaucer
was burnt in the College campus in celebration of the victory

in the University Senate over the resolution to abolish
Chaucer in the B. A. curriculam.

My next Principal was P. Rajagopala Iyer. His tall
gaunt frame, slowly striding the verandah, sometimes doubly
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armed with umbrella and walking stick, cannot be easily for-
gotten. He used to come to the College in an old dog-carb-
like contrivance which, like him, was a relic of better times.
The title of Rao Sahib conferred on him was another con-
firmtion of the end of useful days.

There was another Rao Sahib in the College. That was
T. K. Hanumantha Rao of the Chemistry department. I believe
the two Rao Sahibs hang together in some College Hall.
T. K. H.’s second love was Co-operation. He used to come o
College in a bullock cart, which sometimes took us to some
neighbouring village, where he spoke of the charms of his
new-found lady. He held forth with rare feclicity on the sub-
ject of co-operation, political economy, and even the shifts
and changes of exchange and currency, all in the homeliest
Tamil. He had an extensive library of books on these sub-
jects. It was in his library that I first confronted the
Rochdale pioneers. He had a jealous care of his books and
never lent them to anyone. When he relaxed his rule in my
favour, friends wondered what charms and spells worked the
change. And in the first book I opened, what a feast of
marginal lines and underlinings!-—all in red and green ink,
doubtless done with ruler and blotter, for there was neither
blot nor even a stray streak of a line! How true that was of
his life too, neither blot nor blotch! I recall with sad
remorse how we used to listen, with the mild amusement of
well-bred improvidence, to his economic planning of his life in
retirement when his income would have been halved! His
services to the cause of co-operation have been commemorated
in the halls of the T.U.C.S. as one of its founders, and
they do not need my feeble pen. I used to see him some-
times in his retirement in his old home in Big Street,
Triplicane. To my delight he still preserved his habit as he
talked to you, of massaging his shirt or coat, as the case
may be, where his navel was—a symbol truly of a quiet and
deep satisfaction over a life usefully spent.

My memories of Patrachariar—happily with us still—a fine
spécimen of the versatility that was a feature of the Collegians
of those times—and of his lively anecdotes are still green.
My most vivid image of him is his tiny frame, sending long
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chopped strokes "to the baseline, all the while reciting a few
hymus from the Vedas or improvising swaras for some Carnatic
melody, or elucidating a phrase in Sanskrit for old K. R. Doraiswami
Iyer who, having cultivated a late amour for Sanskrit at the
age of superannuation, flaunted his mistress at the Tennis court.
Speaking of Sanskrit, I must pay my debt of gratitude
to the venerable R. V. Krishnamachariar, who taught me the
three dramas of Kalidasa. Though myself on the staff, I
could find time to attend his classes along with my own
B. A. students. He suspended the teaching of a scene if for
any reason I could not be present—a partiality the like of
which only gods in fables show to their favourvites. His
exposition of Kalidasa was more enjoyable than that of
Shakespeare in the halls of colleges. One of the richest re-
wards of that time was the acting of Sakuntala in Sanskrif,
in which the revered scholar was persuaded to act Kanva's part.

The period had its own comic trouble-makers.
T. B. K. broke upon the scene with pounding energy
and was the author of not a few contretemps. There was
another, who shall go unnamed, who wouldn’t speak t> me
for months, because he thought that I was somehow res-
pousible, one luckless day, for his morfification at the Common
Room table. It happened this way. 1 was perusing a magazine
article on intelligence tests which were then coming infio
vogue. I was chuckling to myself when the gentleman aforesaid
jocularly demanded, “What are you enjoying all by yourself?
Let us share the joke.” I had a vague premonition of calamity.
I bleated something and fried to laugh it off. But he was
insistent. “Intelligence Tests! It is all a fraud. Let us have
one of his samples,” he said. Reluctantly but with a clegr
sense of the coming catastrophe I read the following:

“Captain Cook made three voyages, and he died in one
of those voyages. In which voyage did he die?”

“Look at that stupid question,” cominented my friend trinm-
phantly. “How can that be a test of intelligence? How can anyone
answer the question without knowing the life of Cook?”

The rest of the table burst into such loud laughter that

he concluded that I had played some mischief and he counted
me among his foes for a time,
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One memory of my Kumbakonam College days is probably
worth recording more than others. I had the pleasure of starting
a sort of Writers’ Club of about a dozen students. We pledged
ourselves to write something original in prose or verse, in
English or Tamil, and rogale one another with our lucubrations
every week. K. P. Rajagopalan, now well-known in the Tamil
literary world as ‘Koopa’, was the most proliic member of
the Club. He was a shy little fellow, with a sweet smile,
but he had secret reserves of deep passion. When we met years
afterwards in his house in Triplicane, he was struggling in
a journalist’s den, I believe; but he had fulfilled his early
aspirations in his short Stories. I have no doubf that poverty
was tho major cause of his premature death.

Another of that crew was N. Pichaimurthy, who is leaning
on a crutch which the Hindu Religious Endowments Board
bave fashioned for him somewhere, and is still persevering in
the struggle to make literature the staff of life. He was
more social, more combative than Rajagopal. There was more
frenzy and more of the spirit of rebellion in him. Both these
students of mine offen egged me to write in Tamil, but the
master has proved faithless to the disciples.

A third of that group was D.S. Raghavan who safely
ensconced for years in the arms of “rTHE HINDU”, has now
retired. He recently came out with his Tamil version of Sundara-
kanda. When he expounded to me recently some of his original
interpretations, I could still discover the old fires smouldering
in him. Af 58 he hopes to live laborious days in quest of
the author’s paradise free from the bondage of teleprinter and lino.

If I desist from writing of others—others like Potharaju
Narasimham, who was the ‘compleat’ philosopher, or M. R. Raja-
gopala Ayyangar, who was the ‘parfit’ scholar and gentleman,
it is because I should not take advantage of the handsome
courtesy shown to me by the Centenary Souvenir Editorial
Committee and eke out these memories to an inordinate length.

8. Narasimhai.
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Memoirs of a Misfit

I ought to explain at the outset that I have no more right
to parade among the distinguished alumni of Kumbakonam
College than the goose among the royal swans. My stay in
College was brief and inglorious, a bare nine months. Thence
I departed, sans years or honours, to mourn by the green scum
of Teppakulam, the chittering music of the Cauveri. Prof.
K. S. Patrachariar, my old gurv, who insisted on a contribution
to this souvenir and would not take a denial, will, with
his keen sense of humour, relish the situation and find

In it an apt nemesis, when the nine-lustrum-old tale
is told.

The Cambridge of South 1India, the home-town of
Ramanujan, the scene of the historic triumphs of Porter, Gopala
Rao and Hanumantha Rao, Kumbakonam, by a strange quirk
of fate, bred also me, to whom symbols stubbornly refused to
yield their meaning and Algebra to this day remains abracadabra.
Misled by a certain facility in the third ‘R’ and lured on by
the ambitions of the good folks at home I assumed that I had
the native genius for Mathematics and opted for M. P.C. My
hubris found its Philippi at the annual examinations. And the
Furopean Principal Mr. T. O. Hodges, as became an Exhibitioner
of Balliol, decided that he had no use for lame dogs like me,

though in the eyes of other and less intolerant fanciers we
had our points.

I suppose there was no educational institution more
ideally situated for its purpose or more attractive to dreamy
youth than Kumbakonam College at the turn of the century.
I lost my heart the very first day to the gracious dame who
reclined so seremely on the riverside behind her facade of
stately trees and the companionable flight of steps near which
the College ferry boat was moored. (It was long before the
days of Rajagopala Iyer and the pomps of the College regatta.
Our young heroes were swimmers, not rowers.) Across the
river was the bustling busyness of the courts andof a self-
important little town. Here all was peace.
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Sitting near the window in the circular English Hall,
I have often listened abstractedly to the rolling periods of
Mr. D. S. Sarma, most kind-hearted of disciplinarians, as my
eyes strayed ever and anon to the water below, flowing so
smoothly, so unrestingly. This habit of mooning was any-
thing bub serviceable in the mathematics classes. Prof. Patra-
chariar, brilliant and versatile, expounding the arcana of trigono-
metry with quick bird-like movements and a clarity which
was only equalled by the rapidity of expression, demanded
all the concentration that one was capable of. His colleague
Mr. T. K. Venkatarama Iyer, equally well-dressed and neat in
performance, was less of a hustler. Bu, though I knew him
as a neighbour, there was a suggestion of aloofness behind his
debonaire exterior which repressed familiarity. Al these res-
pected teachers are happily still with us.

We were more at ease with Mr. T. K. Hanumantha Rao
who, a chemist by vocation, had made history as a co-ope:
rator and whose broad humanity and common sense weré
constantly breaking in upon usin quips and jests and homely
sayings. Mr. Arulanandam, whose quiet presence and unhurried
speech impressed ome by its very contrast with the restless-
ness of Kinglake’s genius, whose [Fothen he read with us,
and that great gentleman and infectious enthusiast, Satagopa
Ramanujachariar, whose premature death was a grievous loss to
Tamil scholarship, are.the other figures who loom before the
mind’s eye through the mists of half a century.

The College had as great a name for prowess in sports
as for learning in those days. We had a crack football team;
the deadly certainty with which “corner kick Viswam” shot
the ball into the net had become proverbial. The Griggs
memorial sports were held in the College grounds and Sambandam,
our champion sprinter, enjoyed a more enviable reputation
with us than even Nurmi did in the days of his prime.
Tennis was an aristocratic game which the masters affected
mostly. We plebs, who had neither the brawn for weight-
lifting nor the nimbleness for Fives, were content with badminton.
Butit was no mincing lady’s game with us, though at Kumbakonam
it never attained the science and the rigour with which St.
Joseph’s was to invest it during my two years’ sojourn there.
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My own participation in the sports activities was conﬁt}ed
mostly to the contribution of lung power, deliriously cheering
our side, unscrupulously shouting the “enemy” down. My
attempts at wielding the badminton bat provoked derision. My
pertinacity made up in some measure for my lack of skill, however,
and I attained in course of timecto the dignity of right Forward
in the B team-——though my long-suffering partners were canny
enough to ask me to stand down when it came to a trial match.

But there were ample compensations. When I was no§
holding the bat like a bandmaster’s baton I loved to dawdle
on the banks of our little pond, hidden from view as one
entered the main gate on the north by the rushes with their all
feathery fronds that clustered round it. It may have been a
fertile source of malaria, but there were ocoasionally lilies in
it. And the hardy offspring of ‘marker’ Arokiam—as great
an_institution in his own way as the legendary Principals

and potentates—were constantly diving in with every appearance
of enjoyment to recover strayed balls.

An even more welcome haven of refuge was the Library,
spacious, well-appointed, with beautiful cabinets over which
reclined the portraits of poets, dramatists and novelists. The
librarian was a good old soul who had very little of the
characteristic Kumbakonam flair for badinage. I recollect his
approving smile as he allowed me to clamber up the ladder
to the top shelves where Carlyle and Froude, Hazlitt and
De Quincey reposed, most of their pages uncub. A whole new
world of golden dreams opened for me. I read omuivorously and
indiscriminately, often comprehending but a fraction of what I
read. Bus here I learnt for the first time to recognize that sudden
uplifting of the heart which great literature brings. And so the
vision of the lovely College on the Cauveri still holds me captive,
stern step-mother though she was to me. She has grown,
prospered and has even had g face-lift—things against which
old fogeys like me are apt to grouse. Some of the mellow
leisureliness and amenity has inevitably been lost. But the

Cauveri is still therc to renew her and so are the high
hearts of buoyant youth, May she inspire generations to
come with hope and faith for the endless adventure of life.

N. Raghunathan



Reminiscences of my College Days

The most fortunate factor of my educational career, looking
back at this great distance of-time, was the very great capa-
city of several of my class-mates. To mention only a few,
there was the late Mr. V. K. Aravamudha Iyengar, who was
unfortunately cut off in the prime of life and was even then
at the height of his glory. Had he been spared till the
normal span of life, he would have secured for Dbimself a
very glorions place in the official hierarchy,

Another colleague was the late Mr. Justice S. Panchapa-
gesa Sastri, whose unfortunate death took place recently in
Bombay and within a stone’s throw of the very place I live
in. The opportunities I had of close contact with him for
nearly two years at his mature age revealed those aspects
of his high character and capacity which were only imper-
fectly grasped in my teens,

The one to whose company I stuck during all the years
of my college career is Mr. N. Govindaraja Iyengar, retired
Chief Engineer of Madras State and at presenf, Member of
the Union Public Service Commission. It is no exaggeration
to say that his high principles have very largely influénced
me. After a break of several years this process has again
commenced for I see him at least once a month since
business takes me very often to Delhi.

During the entire period of my college career except
for a few months towards the end, we had as Principal a
young Englishman from Oxford, just out of college. His lec-
tures were arranged during the first hour after tiffin and
since we could not follow his pronunciation at all, there was
a great scramble for occupying the first two benches. For
this purpose several of us used to even forgo our tiffin.
One of the bolder boys once got up in the middle of his lec-
ture and told him that we did not follow even a single
syllable of what he was talking. His observation was that
he found this to be a general complaint amongst the stu-
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dents of the First and Seoond year classes, but that he
could not help it. Once he took the entire lecturing time of
80 minutes to explain to us leeward and windward sides.
Things took a worse shape when we came to the Second
Year when he was to lecture on Bdmund Gosse’s S Walter
Raleigh. Several classes were missed and we almost came to
November with barely one month for the Examination. Yef
we had made no headway. He gave us the last lecture,
which comprised the entire book, touching upon some points
on this page and that and left the rest to be read by our-
selves. Fortunately for us there were questions in the Univer-
sity Hxamination bearing on these pages.

This Principal left us a few months before my college
career ended and we had another Earopean in his place. He
used to be very punctual and took enormous pains in teach-
ing us and that was a happy augury for our batch, for
Shakespeare was left entirely to him.

Being one interested in Mathematics, I was particularly
attracted by the brilliant manner in which Messrs. K. §.
Patrachariar and T. K. Venkatarama Iyer handled their subjects.
Mr. Patrachariar would draw a complicated geometrical diagram
on the black-board, sit with his back towards the board and
give the names of triangles and polygons as if he was facing
the board. The respect in which we held him was so high
that even in the B. A. classes he would make some students,
who went to sleep under the influence of the cool breeze from
the Cauveri, stand up and he was obeyed without any demur,
He was no teacher for the mediocre. One had to be ahead
of the class to enjoy his lectures. Our batch did not have
the good fortune of having Mr. Patrachariar as our Professor.
of Mathematics for all the two years in B. A. class. I re-
member we had to give him a send off with a heavy heart
even in my Junior B. A. class.

Mr. T. K. Venkatarama Iyer had the greatest reputation
of giving the best treatment to students. I remember very
vividly, in one of my B. A. classes, a gentleman of high status
in the town abruptly entered our clags for fixing up some
sports events and all of us stood up, Mr., Venkatarama Tyer
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asked us to git down, took the gentleman out and after a
few minutes’ talk outside he refurned and we could see that
he was immensely dissatisfied with the abrupt entry of the
gentleman into the class-room and mildly admonished us
that we need not have stood up.

Our Grecian History Professor was Mr. S. Venkateswara
Iyer and he thrilled us by his vivid descripion of the anci-
ent civilization of Greece, particularly about the conception
of the City States. His talk used to be of the rhythmic type
and he stamped the platform appropriately. The Lecturer who
handled Roman History in the Second Year was a gentleman of
great capacity. Yet he had the mannerism of interpolating the word
‘yes’ very often in his talk and one of my classmates counted that
in the course of one lecture he put in something like 300‘yes’es.

‘We have also been particularly fortunate in our Indian
English Professors. We had Mr. K. Natesa Iyer with great
erudition and biblical in his language. He was with us for
at least three out of the four years of my college career and simi-
larly Mr. D. S. Sarma who created in us an extremely in-
delible impression of his great capacity. His delineation of
character of personae in novels prescribed as texts was very
piercing and extremely original. Most of our Professors of
the Kumbakonam College were such as we could hold them as
our ideal to follow in life both as regards capacity and character.

The four years of college course appeared to pass off
as it were in four months. In my younger days I used fto
consider that the description of college days as the happiest
days of one’s life as a sort of exaggeration. Liooking back
on those years, in spite of the blurring to the imagination
caused by the large span of years between then and now,
there is enormous truth in that saying and when I left
college I did so with a heavy heart, for I very much wished
that there was provision in the Kumbakonam College of those
days for the of M. A. course to which I turned my atten-

tion after leaving that College.

L. 8. Vaidyanathan, M. A., F. L. A, F. 8. 8., J. P,y

Manager,
Oriental Government Security Life Assurance Co., Litd., Bombay



Reminiscences

As one of the oldest living Old Boys of the Kumbakonam
College, I set down a few rempiniscences that occur to my
memory at this distance of time in response to the invitation
extended to me by the Principal and the Secretaries of the
Centenary Celebrations Committee. .

My association with this College extends over half a
century and from then up to now I have been intimately
acquainted with the progress of the College. When I joined
the College, Mr. Bilderbeck had retired and Mr. Stone was
the Principal. Mr. and Mrs. Stone did a great deal for the
advancement of the College in several respects. Mr. Stone
who was Dborn in  Stafford-on-Avon, the birth-place of
Shakespeare, organized with the help of Mrs. Stone the
staging of Shakespearean dramas, 4 Midsummer Night's Dream
and The Merchant of Venice. 1 mention this specially because
the performances were such a splendid success that the
leading educationists both in Government and private service
in the Presidency came to witness the two special performances
which were largely attended and admired. It was an advertise-
ment, as it were, of the greatness of this College. I took
part in both the performances as Hypolita in 4 Midsummer
Night's Dream and as the Duke in The Merchant of Venice.

Mr. Stone also introduced new games like Football and Cri-
cket. Bveryday there was a mass drill framed after the military
drill under his own supervision and that of the Professors, and
I was the Captain of the drill section for two years. I was
also a good athlete getting first prize in Long Jump, High
Jump, Throwing the Cricket ball, and sundry other things.
I was also a good swimmer and with College friends I used
to swim in the river even during the high flood. I was a
good Tennis player in the College and I defeated Mr. A. A,
Hall, who happened to come here as Principal of the College
and was Champion in the Tennis Tournaments at Madras,
in three straight sets. The strength then was at the highest,
about 800. My optional subject was Mathematios in which I
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wa3 specially trained by Mr. K. R. Srinivasa Iyengar and
my rivals were, Mr. T. R. Venkatarama - Sastri and one
Mr. Ganapathisubramaniam.- I passed subsequently high in the
Second Class and Mr. T. R. Venkatrama Sastri who also took
a high place was one of my best and life-long friends., Mr.
K. R. Srinivasa Iyengar, who gompeted for the Mysore Civil
Service, took the first place and was appointed Assistant
Commissioner. He is now a retired member of the Mysore
State Counecil. - '

It must be remembered that Girls’ education was not
much in favour those days. For instance, when I was the
BSecretary of the Town High School, a school having the
largest number of students, only one-girl student related to
me, was studying in it. Nor was there a single girl student
in the College when I joined it. With the advancement of
the people both in cultural and in social spheres the College
now offers a pleasing contrast.

During my practice at the Bar I had the good fortune
to have intimate contact with three Principals of the College
who took much interest in improving it, viz., Mr, Hodges,
Mr. Yates and Sir R. M., Statham, who all resided in my
bungalow while they were Principals and two of them aftor-
wards became Directors of Public Instruction. I had many
consultations with them for the improvement of the College
in various directions. After retirement from practice I ain
residing in my bungalow far from the bustle of the town,
but I continue %o be a subscriber to the College Library,
one of the best libraries which I have known and of which
I am making awmple use. At the request of Mr. D.Nama-
givayam, the then Principal, I had the honour to preside over the
College Day celebrations in 1943, All these embolden me to claim
a life-long interest in and association with my beloved College.

I. wish to convey my hearty thanks 6o the Principal of
the College and I dare say that the presont students of
this College under his training will acquit themsclves well
during. this commemoration. As an aged man I convey my
blessings to them all. :

: 0. R, Lakshmicaraha Tyengar
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Those were days when the lecturers had the privilege of
enjoying & certain amount of authority and control over the
student population. The boys had respect for their masters
and elders. The then Principal Mr.J. M. Hensman, who was
a stern disciplinarian had just left the College on transfer,
and his successors were of the old school exerting their
influence in maintaining discipline, imparting knowledge sufficicnt
to equip the students for their future career. Messrs. H. S. Duncan,
Nagoji Rao and Sathianathan were the Principals who succeeded
one after another and the last of the Principals during the
course of my study was Mr. T. O. Hodges. I understand that
he was a direct recruit new to his office but he was very
good at teaching Shakespeare, Browning etc. He used to quote
from Latin and Greek authors in his notes; his handwriting
was mneat. He introduced certain salutary reforms in the
maintenance and arrangement of the library. The other lecturers
were brilliant men who in their own subjects were atmost
specialists. They took a keen interest in seeing that the students
studied well and came out successful in life.

Freed from the fetters of the strenuous study and control
in the High Schools, the boys—there was then no co-education—:
felt a freer atmosphere in the College on account not only
of the location of the College but of the kindlier treatment
by the lecturers; standing on the bench and kissing of the
cane had not intruded into colleges.

To name a few of the lecturers of the period, we had
Mr. Sivakumara Sastrigal, brother of the famous flutist Saraba
Sastrigal, whose music used to enthral the audience. Mr.
Sivakumara Sastrigal would be requisitioned for all occasions
to make extempore speeches. To us he was something of the
type of the Rt. Hon’ble V. S. Srinivasa Sastrigal in the matter
of pronunciation and expression. He used -to insisé on the
boys using simple words in composition and writing out
simple sentences but when he wrote or spoke he indulged in
long-winding sentences. Even now 1 remember when he was
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asked to speak about the Warden of the Hostel how well he
spoke to the admiration of the audience. To quote a sentence
from his speech which still rings in my ears, “Not far from
the bustle of the busy town with green fields in front of you
and a gentle stream scattering plenty over a smiling land,
Mr. Warden , your position is rather enviable.” That was
the English Professor of the College. There was a Muslinr
Lecturer Mr. Muhamad Azam who used to come to the
College in a rickshaw. He wore costly long coats and donned
different kinds of caps and hats. He taught us English prose,
Life of Goldsmith by William Black. His classes were lively.
Notwithstanding his liberal views on several matters he was
a bit touchy where his clan was concerned. In a running-race
in the College sports, a Muslim boy, who was one of the
competitors, lagged behind, not completing the course. Mr.
Muhamad Azam who was witnessing the event had an easy
excuse for the Muslim boy by reméarking that in a great fight
all others would “run away” but Muslims would stand firm!

The famous Professor K. Sundararama Iyer, Mr. K. R.
Doraiswamy lyer and a young gentleman Mr. V. S. Venkateswara
Iyer were the History lecturers. Mr. T. O. Hodges, Principal
of the College, had so much respect for Prof. K. Sundararama
Iyer that when he, for the first time, visited the classes to
see how the lecturers were doing their respective classes, he
sat along with the students and listened to his.lecture as one
sitting at the feet of his Master. Once in a week an hour
would be allotted for questions. Boys would try to avoid
questions by trying to divert the Professor in some contro-
versial subjects, parficularly in theosophy which would provoke
the Professor to indulge in strong criticisms against the
theosophical society and Mr. Annie Besant. and thus the question
time would be over without questions! He had locked up a
good amount of his earnings in Arbuthnot Bank which crashed
and brought about the ruin of several families; the Professor’s
enkire savings were lost. One would have expected him to lose
his balance of mind. But after a few hours of calm thinking
he appeared before his students in his usual tussore long coat
and expressed with an amazing equanimity of mind that by
the loss he had only to abandon some schemes which he
interided to carry out with his savings. He did not feel perturbed



108 Centenary Souveniy

but went on as usual with his college work. Mr. S. V. Venkateswara,
Iyer was the youngest of the group; he took great pains to
colleot information from various sources and dictated notes on
History subjects. He was an amiable young man loved by students.

Mr. K. R. Doraiswamy Iyer who also engaged us in History
used to give lectures and dictate notes. His lectures were
better remembered on account of his mannerisms. His prefixes
and suffixes of “Yes, yes,” “No, no,” like the double engines on
a Hill Railway would raise hilarity among students. He was
also our tutor before whom we had to lay our grievances.
Most of us had no complaints to make, but two boys of a
rigorous orthodox family represented to. him that when they
were taking tiffin during the luncheon hour standing in the
pond knee-deep in water some fellows werg driving buffaloes
into the pond. The tutor flew into a fury-and burst out in
a rage, “Do you want me to drive out the. buffaloes while
you are taking tiffin? You use the milk and’ curd and :yoy
want the dung to smear your house with, but “the buffalo
should not enter the pond, I must drive away the-butfato! I
am not paid for this.” It raised a laughter amidst us but
the aggrieved boys were in tears. This Mr. K. R. Dorajswami
Iyer is the father-in-law of the famous Mr. R. Narayana
Iyer, L. C. S, District Judge (vetired).

Mr. K. V. Subbiar, English Lecturer with his dijamond
ear-rings, pith turban and smiling face was a fine lecturer,
who used to talk fluently. He was much liked by students, Mr,
K. 8. Patrachariar, was then a mathematics lecturer. His method of,
teaching was superb and very impressive. Boys loved him much both
for his teaching and for his interest in them. He evinced great
interest in music and is now considered as an authority.
Though born in an orthodox Hindu family and strict in the
observance  of religions dogmas he has very broad and
cosmopolitan views on all matters. :

Of the several games that had attracted the students,
football stood out prominent. There were frequent  tourna-
ments and some of the best players who brought victory to
the College are still alive and they can ook back with
pleasant memories on their exploits, In Tennis which
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was equally popular, both masters and students mixed and
played : as partners or opponents. It developed® a 8pirit
of equality ahd fraternity between the teacher and- the
taught.

When the Cauvery was infloods boys had to use the
rope-boat to and fro, which Zave opportunity for some of
them to tow the boat themselves to their delight. Hotel-
going was then rare; bdys brought their own ftiffin in
tiffin boxes or in small cloth parcels. Th> tiffin boxes were
placed in the pigeon holes in the wooden racks and some
boys used to make jokes by altering the positions of the
tiffin boxes. The dress regulation then was that boys should

wear coabts and caps.

, Of the beautiful buildings of our College situated as
they are on the bank of the Cauvery with its towers above
and a lovely grove all around we used to feel proud as
comparable to the Eaton College on the Thames. Now with
the additional structures, its beauty is enhanced and its value
gets increased considerably, as it affords ample facilities for the
present and future generations for higher and more useful

education.

With pardonable pride, students of my generation can
claim acquaintance, if not friendship, with the - famous

S. Ramanujan, F. R. S.

Old times have changed, new ideas have sprung up.
The angle of vision is now different. It is but proper that
with the march of times boys and girls now entering the
portals of the College have to adapt themselves to the
improved ideas of education and equipment. It gives us the
old students of the College great pleasure to see it celebrating
its Centenary under good  auspices and we pray to God to

crown it with eternal glory.

R. Kandaswamy Moopanar, B. A, B. L.



My Reminiscences of the College

I have been connected with the Kumbakonam College,
in one capacity or other, for nearly forty-five years now; and
I should like to say at the outset that I have nothing but
the pleasantest of relations with this great seat of learning.

My first acquaintance with the College began in December
190), when I had to come here for answering my Matri-
culation Examination. I had a feeling of awe and reverence

towards the venerable old structure, but thank God, I was
not over-awed by it.

Passing the Matriculation FExamination high in the
second class (there were &hen three classes, First, Second
and Third), I became a student of the Junior Intermediate
Class in January 1910. The Principal of the College was
Mr. T. O. Hodges,” an Oxonian. I could not at all follow his
talk because he spoke in a low voice and his pronunciation
was strange to me. 8o, T had to say, “Beg your pardon”
twice or thrice, so that he might repeat his question ill I
could understand it and give a proper reply.

Among my Professors, mention may be made of
Mr. Sankara Rao (the son of Rai Bahadur T. Gopala Rao)
for Mathematics, Mr. A. Arulanandam for English, Mr, K. C.-
Subrahmanya Iyer for Physics and Mr. T. K. Hanumantha Rao,
for Chemistry. Mr. Satagoparamanujachariar was the Tamil
Pandit. They were all profound scholars and rose %o high
eminence later on. I was especially surprised to note that
Prof. Sankara Rao wused to read books on higher Mathe-
matics just as we used to read novels. Further, they were
all ideal teachers, who came into intimate contact with their
pupils. Nor was this a difficult task, for we were only five
or six students in the MPC group, as it was then considered-

a very difficult ‘optional’. In the History and Logic section
they were seven or eight times our number.

After Mr. Hodges had left, Mr. J. A. Yates became
Principal; and he taught us Milton’s Paradise Lost. He used
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4o do fifty lines per hour, which was too rapid a rate
for us!

- My stay in the College was very pleasant; and among
my College-mates, special mention may be made of B8ri
V. Rajaraman, a product of &the Native High School, who
has till recently been Advocate-General of Hyderabad.

It was the transition period, the Examinations being
shifted from December to March-April. 85 my Junior Inger-
mediate was sixteen months long; this was a gricvance in
one way, but jt helped to lay very strongly the foundations
of our knowledge. And that was a great compensation.

I appeared for the Intermediate Examination in March
1912 and came out Second in thg Presgidency. Having got
the first mark in Hnglish it was easy for me to get a seat
in the Hnglish Honours Class in the Presidency College,
‘Madras. Further I was awarded by the Madras University
the Raja Sir T. Madhava Rao First Prize for standing first
among the students of the Tanjore District.

My next period of stay in the College was from 1929
to 1936 when I was Assistant Lecturer in HKnglish.
Dr. 8. R. U. Savoor, Mr. Statham and Mr. A. Chakravarthi
were then Principals of the Oollege, and Mr. K. 8. Patra-
charya and Mr. M. S. H. Thompson acted as Priocipals for
short periods. Every one of them was kind to me; and my
work was made very pleasant by the special love shown to
me by Mr. D. A. Narasimban and Mr. M. R. Rajagopala
Iyengar who were successively the Heads of the Eugl@sh
Department. I was wmade the Vice-President of the English
Association and the College Union; I was also made Associate
Editor of the College Magazine, in which . capacity I wrote

several articles for it.

I am grateful to Dr. Savoor and Mr. Chakravarthi for
giving me the work of Tamil Translation for the Intermediate
and B. A. Classes for, it was this training that ena,ble(_i me fo
translate Carpenter’s “Comparative Religion” (Home.Um.verswy
Series) and thus win the Powell and Morehead Prize in the
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Presidency College (1939-40) and ~ Prof. Shand’s Earthlore—
“Geology without Jargon” for the Madras University (1952-54).

As there was a vacancy in the Presidency College, I
was suddenly transferred there in July 1936; and -I came back
here inJuly 1945 — this time .as a Lecturer in English. What
a difference between 1936 and 1945! The atmosphere of the
College had changed completely; where it was difficult to get
‘800 pupils for the whole College, there were more than 300
students in the Junior Intermediate Class alone! —_—

In one of his essays, Addison says that Philosophy was
brought down from the cloisters to the market place. Simi-
larly, one may say here that highcr education was brought
down to the masses; so that, the problems were increasing
classes, difficulties of accommodation, and, to some extent, the
lowering of the respect due to teachers and preceptors. Dr.
K. C. Chakko, My. Margasahayam Chettiar, Dr. Karamochand
and Mr. D. Namasivayam were the four Principals during my
four years’ stay (1945-49). Though it is too early to speak of
them individually, I must say it was my good fortune that
they were all uniformly good to me. With the departure of
Dr. Karamchand, one post in the Madras Educabional Service
was abolished; and so, I had the honour of ‘becoming the Head
of the English Department from January 1948. T had- also
the privilege of becoming the Editor of the College Magazine
‘and Leoturer in charge of the Library.

. It may not be out of place here to indicate my connection
with the College Old Boys' Association. As soon as I came
to know that such an Association was started, I became a
‘Life-member by sending my subscription of Rs. . 30/~ though
I was then in the American Collge, Madura, and I had little
or no prospect of coming over here. . ;

When I was Assistant Lecturer, I was made the Joint
Secretary of the Old Boys' Association; and for some time
after my retirement, I was elected its Secretary. For geveral
decades, whether I was here or in Madura or Madras or
Rajahmundry, I was a member of the Executive Committes
.of the Old Boys' Association. It was as Secretary of the
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Association that I had to move intimately with Mr. A.
Subramania Iyer, its President; and from him I learnt a great
deal of the lessons of life. He was a realist to his finger-
tips and his contact was very beneficial t0 me in many ways.

The situation of the College in the midst of the most
romantic surroundings charmed me most of all. First it has
been far from the madding crowd’s ignoble strife. For a
College of its size, the Library has been one of the best; and
the hours and half-hours that I spent reading some book or
making some references have been some of my most treasured
possessions, which the passage of time could not steal away!

Even after retirement in April 1949 I am maintaining
my contact with the College in every possible way.

Ag we are celebrating the College Centenary it is not
enough to look back; we have to look forward also. What
has the future hidden in its womb for this great institution?
It is easy to say that we are marching to a future which
is ‘going to be brighter than the past. But a little thought
will make us sober in our reflections. Speaking on the Cente-
nary of the Presidency College, Mr. Papworth said, ‘We have
achieved something concrete,- something worthwhile in the
century that is past. What of the next century? Will our
gains be strengthened and consolidated? or, shall we say that
we should retrace our steps, having gone along the wrong
path? It is more than we can say.” Our College too awakens tho
same sentiments. But whatever happens in the future, one
thing is certain that our College has played a notable
part in the dissemination of higher Xknowledge in South
India; and that some—why, mauny of her sons—have played a
noble part in moulding the political, économic and social life of
the country. “We have not laboured in vain”.

N. B. Kedari Rao
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Reminiscences

As for my reminiscences, about the College, I don't remember
at this distance of 65 years anything worth mention. I
remember only one incident and that is, when Mr. James
Moss was the Principal, somebody had in his absence written
on the table at which he used to sit in the College, ‘James
Moss is a fool’, Immediately he saw this he flew into a rage
and asked the class, “Who wrote this? Who wrote this?”
Nobody was willing to admit that -he had written it. Then
he remarked, “Kumbakonam boys are wanting in gentibility.”
That is the only incident that I remember. I don't remember
anything else and I do not think that even this is worth
meuntioning in the Souvenir.

Raja Bahadur 8. Aravamudha Ayyangar, M. B. E,
Hyderabad.

As my stay in the College at Kumbakonam was short, there
is nothing worth recording as my experience except that then
we had in the College a team of able Professors and Lecturers
who took a great deal of personal interest in their pupils,
and the pupils also had great regard and reverence for their
teachers. Every one was animated by a pure desire to acquire
knowledge and the . guru-sishya-bhavam and attachment was
very great.

Sri V. Rajarama Iyer,
Retired Advocate-General, Hyderabad.
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Mahamahopadhyaya Pandit Rangéchariar

Bom in 1838, in Mannargudi, Pandit Rangachariar was the
son of the great Vedic and Sagtraic scholar Peruvazhundan
Krishnamachariar. His father, who belonged to the fast-dying
race of orthodox Pandits, himself educated his boy, imparting t>
him not only his vast knowledge but training in him those
qualities of fearlessness and sincerity, which marked Pandis
Rangachariar throughout his life. Brought up in the orthodoax
tradition, like his father, Sri Rangachariar was appointed Cours
Pandit at Pudukottah. Very soon the opportunity presented
itself to him to demonstrate his independence of mind. Not caring
for the feelings of the Raja in a Sastraic discussion, Sri Ranga-
chariar gave an original interpretation of a passage in dispute

and earned for himself the title of “Karar Vadhi” (straight-
forward speaker). .

The same fearlessness characterized him, when he came
to occupy the Sanskrit chair in the College in 1874, He could
compel an English Principal who smoked in his neighbourhood
to apologize to him for that. As a teacher, he had the repu-
tation of being most profound and unrivalled, especially in
grammar. He had an intuitive sense of perfect proportion in
teaching, with not a single superfluous word; his exposition of
the Sanskrit classics, (which he could repeat from memory)

shone with lucidity. He did not, like lesser men, make &
display of pedantry.

After a service of about 25 years, Rangachariar retired

from service in 1897, and the next year he was awarded the title
of Mahamahopadhyaya.

In controversy, he could maintain his stand with charac-
teristic stoutness of heart and obstinacy, unmindful of arrayed
opposition. Above all, in all his long life of 86 years, he never for
once spoke of himself, never for once sought for patronage and,
‘in the words of Sir P. S. Sivaswami Iyer, “He was a man of
saintly life and of the highest character and you can have no
more precious inheritance from him than the example of his life.”

— e



Mahamahopadhyaya R. V. Krishnamachariar

My most revered Guru, Abhinava Bhatta Bana, Sabda-Tharka-
Alankara-Vidyabhushana, Panditharaja, Vidvatkavi R. V.
Krishnamachariar, one of thee foremost of Sanskrit scholars
in India, was on the staff of this College for sixteen years.
During this period he was uniformly treated with the highest
respect and kindness by all the Principals. Mr. R. M. Statham
who was then the Director of Public Instruction was the
first gentleman to congratulate him on the award of Maha-
mahopadhyaya title. l

Long before Sri Krishnamachariar joined service here,
he had established himself as a Sanskrit scholar combining
in him Oriental erudition and intimate acquaintance with
critical methods of research usually associated with Western
savants. His scholarly prefaces to and commentaries on works
like Vasavadatta, Priyadarsika, Parvatiparinaya, Achyutaraya-
blyudaya and a number of other works published by the
“yANT VILAS PREss” of Srirangam had been highly appre-
ciated by indologists like Sylvan Levi and L. H. Gray. His
editions of rare works in the Vyakarana Grantharatnavali series,
and his abridged editions of Kadambari and Harshacharita of
Bhatta Bana were some of his outstanding literary achieve-
ments. He has in all published about forty works in Sans-
krit and Tamil for creating an abiding love for the Sanskrit
language in the High School and College students. He has
also written a number of poems like Anyapadesa Sataka, and
Subhashita Bataka. His Tamil translations of select scenes
from. forty-nine Sanskrit dramas appeared in the “swiDEsa-
MITRAN WEEKLY.” In short, he was a prolific writer of

a- high order.

This great scholar studied the various branches of Sans-
krit Language and Literature under great Acharyas like Gita
Lakshmanachar., He used to refer to them with sincere

devotion and unbounded gratitude.

Appreciating Sri Krishnamachariar's admirable gift of
eloquence in Sanskrit as also his writings, reminiscent of
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Bhatta Bana, Sri Manavikraman Ettan Rajah, the Zamorin
of Calicut, conferred on him’ the title of Abhinava Bhatta
Bana, Sabda-Tarka-Alankara-Vidyabhashana; “and presented
him with a gold medal in 1903. At & Sadas, in 1933, the 9th
Prince of Cochin awarded a gold medal and the title of
Panditharaja to the Pandit whv also received the Maharaja’s
gold wedal for his pamphlet in Malayalam, entitled Archava-
tara Vaiwbhavam. (It may be mentioned here, that his first
appointment was as a Malayalam Pandit in the St.Joseph’s
College, Trichy!) The Government of India honoured him
with the title of Mahamahopadhyaya in 1934, In 1942, H. H.
Sri Chandrasekhara Saraswati Swamigal of the Kanchi Kama-
koti Peetam blessed him with the title of “Vidvatkavi.,” His
lectures on Bana at the Madras Sanskrit Academy and on
the authorship of Parvati Parinaya at the Madras Oriental
Conference in 1924 were the delight of Sanskrit Scholars.

Sri Krishnamachariar was a sfrict disciplinarian. He
would never allow any students to enter the class-room with
the shoes on. He himself set the example by leaving his
chappals outside. With his thick facial mark, long over-coat,
the upper-cloth running across the chest, silk turban and
lustrous face, he was awe-inspiring. I should hasten to remark
that his kindness to the students was unlimited. He used
to teach many of us advanced Sanskrit texts in his house.
His lessons were always delightful. In teaching Kalidasa and
Bana, his two favourite authors, he would in his stentorian
voice, run through the whole gamut of Sanskrit Literature.
Despite his unfailing scholarship he would never go to the class
without going through the lessons once. When questioned
about this he observed that the classics always revealed a
hidden meaning at every reading. He was very resourceful in
explaining things. When a boy asked him as to how the mountain
could be called “bhudhara” while it was borne by the earth, he
replied that the mountain was a screw, holding on the earth
tightly and that the portion of the former seen above the
surface of the latter was but the screw-head.

Sparkling Wit was one of his characteristics. His jokes
were always refined and literary in character. When he became
poor of eyesight after retirement, he remarked to one of



EARERS OF THE COLLEGE

B!

OFFICE




THE COLLEGE WoRrksHOP
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his old colleagues thuts, *T Mave ho_Pyaktiviveta nowadays, bus
only Phwanyaloka, meaning he ¢éuld distinguish people only by
their voice. '

He was a very kind-hearted soul. He used to come to
the College in a bullock-cart with three or four students, picked
on the way, at various points. He would never allow the
cartman to drive the dumb animal fast. When once the cart-
man pricked the bullock with the goad, he jumped out of
the cart in protest and walked the whole distance to the

College.

He owned a big library containing printed books and rare
palm-leaf manuseripts (in Sanskrit, Malayalam, Telugu and
Kanarese) which he used for his own editions and also loaned
to others for their publications. ,All the printed books had
marginal notes written legibly in his own hand. These were

indeed his life-long companions.

The Pandit was a great lover of music. He saw to ib
that all his children were taught Carnatic music by experts.
He himself knew to play on the Violin. He would now and
then sing melodiously. He directed the Sanskrit Drama during
the College Day Celebrations annually and trained the actors
in singing the verses in various Ragas. Once, he himself toolk
the role of Kanva in Sakintalam. On the day preceding his
death, he heard “Manasa-Sanchara-Re” of Sadasiva Brahmendra,

sung to him,

May the sacred memory of Sri R.V. Krishnamachariar
whose portrait adorns the walls of our College inspire and
enthuse students of Sanskrit all the world over, for

centuries to come!

Sarasakavi R. Appannachar
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Miss INpraA (Indrani Ralman)
gave a benefiti performance in aid of the Centienary on 30-9-54.
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The
VYulean Insurance Company Limited

(ESTD. 1919)
(H. O: BOMBAY)

has established a name for prompt service and quick settlement of .
claims during the last 34 years of its existence.

TOTAL ASSETS EXCEEDS Rs. 88,00,000/-

Board of Directors:
Mangaldas B. Mehta Ezq., Solicitor, Chairman.
Sir Hukamchand Sarupchand, Kt. Banker, Merchant, & Mill Owner
Jaykiishna Harivallabhdas, Esq., Mill Agent '
Rai Bahadur Hajkumarsingh Hukamchand; M. 4 , LL. B, F.R.E. 8,
Banker & Mill Owner
Rai Bahadur Seth Lalchand B. Sethi, Banker & Mill Owner.
Sir Behram N. Karanijia, Kt-
Calian D. Vaidyas Esq., J« P-
B. M. Ghia, Esq» Merchant & Mill Owner.

V. C. Setalvad, Esg » B. A, LL.B,, General Manager,
(Director-in-charge) K. C. Pesai Esqg.

Transacts :

Fire, Motor, Marine, Workmen’s Compensation
and other miscellaneous insurances.

For agency terms and other details please apply to:
. The Branch Manager,
THE VYULCAN INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED,
¢¢ INDIAN BANK BUILDINGS, "’
First Line Beach,
Telephon e: 2027 MADRAS. Telegram: “INFIRE’

Resident Superintendent,
THE VULCAN INSURSANCE COMPANY LIMITED,
31, Chinnaswamy Mudaliar Road,
BANGALORE 1,
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B. G. PAUL & Co.

®
%
‘ X
PUBLISHERS : %
4, Francrs JoserH ST. ’ MADRAS-1 = §

Our Publications : §
R

*

X

R

by

o

%

)%‘ (1) Local Self-Government in Graat Britain Rs. 5; (2) Europe between x

* Two World Wars (1918-1939) Rs. 12/8; (3) Changing Views on Ma,rrlage

x and Family Rs. 3/8; (4) The Gangas of Talkad Rs. 3; (5) The Social and
Political Life in the Vijayanagara Empu'e A.D, 1346-1646 Rs. 12; (6) The [

% Aravidu Dynasty of Vijayanagara, 1542-1614, Vol. 1 (7) Studies in

o Pallava History Rs.3/8; (8) The Maukharis Rs. 6; (9) The Law and X

X Theory of Raillway Freight Rates Rs. 10; (10) The History of Jahangir X

)*‘ Rs. 5; (11) Economic Development Rs. 8 (12) The Science of History and

the Hope of Mankind Re. I; (13) Introduction to the Science of Fducation
¥ Re. 1/4; (14) The Political Philosophies since 1905 Rs. 4

¥ Champu Rs. 4; (16) Pedagogic Musings Rs. 5;
¥ Rs. 4, Ete.

X

[ & & & & & & & & & 4 XXXX@XXXX P& & & & &4 X§

; (15) Anandaranga
@amn Principles of Civics

[

For Particulars of authors & Price Please apply
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;“ Telegram: “CoNDIMENT Telephone : 2257 X

N P. VENCATACHELLUM CONDIMENTS ¥
X Estp. 1860 ¥
¥ REGISTERED: PEACOCK BRAND X
¥ 1 & 2, POPHAM'S BROADWAY MADRAS-1 ¥
)*( PRICE LIST ;g
EACH Rs. A. EACH RS. A,
¥ Special LimePickle (Liarge) 2—0  Special Lime Pickle (Small) 1
—4
¥ Avakai (Hot Mango) Pickle ,, 2-0 AgraLm(HotMango)Plc(klxe]al?, )1 6 x
* Narthangai Pickle » 2—0 Narthangai Pickle 5 1—4
Mixed Vegetahles Plckle » 2—0 Mixed Ve etables Pickle —_
x g y 1—4
R D R
» 2— ellikai Pickle -
K Special Mango Pickle 2—0  Pepper Chuiney ? %-—é o
¥ Pachai Melaga Chutney 0-15  Ginger Chutney 0-15 X
Nallan Thokku 0-15  Malli Thokkn 0-15 ¥
;(‘ Puthina Thokku 0-15  Pepper Powder 2 Ib. 1-12 ¥
W P. V Sambar Powder n
) 1 1b. Tin Rs. 2; 3 Ib. Tin Rs. 1/2; 3 Ib. Tin As. 10. X
[ & & & & 4P ¢ XXXXXQXXXXXX*XXXXXXXO
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85 have we groun and growing ever with pride of §
serving best Imstitutions, Colleges, Profes-

YEARS stons, Students and Public wn their needs of t

4

BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS 4

on every branch - ARTS, SCIENCE, LAW, MEDICAL, b
TECHNICAL, ENGINEERING from any part of the World; }

produces the test and quality publications 3+
by authors of authority and repute. }

Always reec!y al youp sepvice: Jp

P. VARADACHARY & CO., $

AGENTS FOR GOVT. PUBLICATIONS PHONE 2781
AUTHORISED AGENTS FOR JUNITED NATIONS

8, Linga Chetty Street, MADRAS - {

ESTD. 1869
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CHALK CRAYONS
THE ‘ GOLDEN’ INDUSTRY g

{ Estp. 1933)
Post Box No. 11

33, Ellaki Chetty Street, KUMBAKONAM (S. India).

What the consumers say about our chalks:

(1) 50% saved; (2) No gritty particles throughout; (8) Not
brittle; (4) The hardness is suitably standardized; (5) Very
pleasing to write because of its smoothness; (8) Very bright;
the students strain little to read the writing on the black-board;
(7) The black-board remains fresh with the paint; (8) All the 4
more the standard of the quality is maintained for ever.

The above tributes show that our products are the best in the market.

Are you one of the benefited?
Your esteemed repeated indents will receive our prcmpt attention.
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n WE EXTEND OUR HEARTY GREETINGS TO YOU.
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OF THE GOVERNMENT COLLEGE, KUMBAKONAM.

FINE PHARMACEUTICALS

Manufacturers of Pharmaceuticals end Fine Chemicals
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The College Canoe Club

The Rumbakonam College is picturesquely situated on the
banks of the Cauvery, which flows on majestically touching
the walls of the College with her merry waves. Ideally situ-
ated on that side of the river which is removed from the
din and the bustle of the town and surrounded by extensive
green meadows and gigantic trees, offering cool shade, the
College with her sylvan setting and traditional glory, offers
an inexhaustible source of inspiration for a high intellectual
life and noble manhood. Her tower and dome and regal struc-
ture reflected in the waters of the Cauvery, are ever-shining
landmarks and monuments of human aspiration, sacrifice and

achievement, Whoever bresthes the air of her precincts, imbibes
with it the spirit of the place.

If the lawns resemble those of Oxford, the boating on
the river resembles that of Cambridge. The Canoe Club is a
unique feature of the College and the sight of a fleet of
boats, rowed wup and down the river, by  robust young
men in their uniforms, in the evening sun, lends to the
College a special charm not to be found anywhere else in
the south. Many could not have dreamt of the possibilities
of the full flowing river, serving as a splendid highway for
the College canoes and affording healthy amusement. Many
could not have realised the thrill of the water passing along
the ribs of the boat, into the blood and brain of man shaking
offi his sloth and infusing in him a new spirit of daring
adventure and splendid experience.  There ig nothing
more poetic, more pleasurable than canoeing on the river
and our College affords ample facilities.

The sturdy young .men who h
of riding these boats could never f
rowing up and down the river,
efforts to go farther and farthe
pleasant and effortless downwar
long tours up the river carried
and youthful co-operation,

ave had the proud privilege
orget the hours spent in
their strenuous and ambitious
r up the stream and their
d trips. The memory of the
out in a spirit of adventure
going ahead in the middle of a broad
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expanse water, surrounded by strange-socengr?y, the inquisitive
gaze of the rustic onlookers on either bank, the splendid rest
and recreation in between strenuous work, and the taste of
fruits and sugarcane grown in plenty on the banks would be
ever green in their minds.

Generation after generation of young men who have had
the bepefits of this unique institution, the Canoe Club, owe
their deep debt of gratitude to its fonnder, Principal P. Rajagopala
Iyer. His skill in mechanics had stood him in good stead
in the matter of building boats for the College fleet, In 1919,
there were eight boats, four padding singles by name, “Sankara”
“Ganga’” “Leila” and ‘“Sarasa”, two paddling fours by name
“Padma” and “Kamala” and two pair oars “Girija” and
“Chittur”, all built in the College docks under the personal
supervision of Mr. Rajagopala Iyer,

The first annual Regatta was held on 14th September
1919, before a large gathering of distinguished ladies and
gentlemen. This was a gala function and the shore was
profusely decorated with colourful festoons and buntings.
Crowds of people had lined up the entire bank and witnessed the
boat races in wonder and excitement. The anunual Regatta
has ever sinoe countinued o be the same festive ocoasion all

these years.

In 1920 there were as many as twenty-two canoes includ-
ing the newly constructed paddling tens, “Mangala”, named
after the Goddess of the town. The first long four was
succesfully attempted with the active encouragement of the
Principal, Mr. Rajagopala Iyer, who acted as the coxswain.
The boats were rowed up to Swamimalai, a distance
of five miles up the stream on one occasion and to Tiruvada-
marudur five miles down the river on another oceasion.

Encouraged by this initial success, the members made
the first trip to Kapistalam in 1921. At Kapistalam the party
was warmly received and sumptuously entertained by the
Moopanar of Kapistalam. The Clab is exfremely grateful to
the family of Sri. R. Govindaswamy Moopanar, whose hospi-
tality has been so generously extended fo the canoe tourists
of the College on every occasion they went there,
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A record of muscular strength and human enm%loe was
seb up by the sturdy members of the Club in 1923 when the
crew reached Tiruvaiyar, twenty miles up-stream.

A new paddling tens, “Rajagopal”, named after the founder,
was oonstructed and launched in the year 1926. With the
oonstruction of this boat, a trip to Trirakkattupalli 30 miles
up the river was successfully accomplished.

In 1941, the two rowing fours were taken up to Thirukkattu-
palli and a fresh record was set up by taking one of the boats
to Grand Anicut, thus covering a total distance of forty miles
up the river. The party was warmly received by Sri Madhava Rao
at Koiladi. He and others of his family have extended the same
hospitality to the College Canoe men whenever they went there
in the succeeding years.

In 1942, all previous records were broken by the members of
the Club when they reached as far up as Tiruchirapalli, 50 miles
from Kumbakonam. This trip was a memorable record of the
fulfilment of youthful ambition, courage, enterprise and co-
operation. For the first time the boats were pulled up under
the Railway bridge at Trichy where the river is very wide,

With the free availability of materials in 1951,  all the
boats were re-constructed and this enabled the members to make a
grand tour up to Mutharasanallur, 55 miles up the river.

There are at present 14 boats in good condition and all the
students who have passed the swimming test in the river are
members of the Canoe Club. This year, the members of the Club
have beat all previous records by taking the two rowing sixes up
to Upper Anicut in September 10 miles wesh of Tiruchirapalli
covering a total distance of 61 miles up-Stream in four-and-a-half
days with P. S, Krishnamoorthy as Captain, M. Doraiswami,
K. Nagarajan, G. Viswanathan and N, Ambalraj as Vice-Captains
and Mr. L. Rajagopalan as Patron. This marks the greatest
achievement of the Canoce Club in all the years of its

existence and quite fitbingly this coincides with the Centenary
Celebrations of the College.

L. Rajagopalan



The Kdmbakonam College Old Boys’ Association

As you enter the main old buildings of the Kumbakonam
College, you come upon a hexagonal hall full of portraits of
great personalities. A feeling of reverence and respect creeps
in upon you and as you turn your eye from portrait to pors-
rait, your mind takes in at a glance the great gallery of
brilliant students and professors who have left foot-prints
on the sands of time and hallowed the memories and enriched
the reputation and traditions of the Kumbakonam College.

The buildings and their setting by the flowing Cauveri
1no doubt lend a picturesque view to the whole atmosphere,
but it is not brick and mortar or their arbtistic sebting that
brought the Kumbakonam College *her great reputation. It
was the hard work of the great professors who taught here
and the brilliant students who sat at their feet drawing ins-
piration and lessons from them that have built the glorious
name and fame of the College theso hundred years.

Ina big educational institution like this, students come
in and pass out almost in an eternal procession. To bind them
together by the silken chord of affection and gratitude an
organisation is necessary. The Kumbakonam College Old Boys’
Association has more than fulfilled this mission. Besides
keeping alive the link between the College and the Ol
Boys, it has helped in a substantial measure many a poor
boy to prosecute his studies without the pangs of penury chilling
his intellectual ardour. By way of abundant scholarships and
prizes, the Association has not only perpetuated the names of
the distinguished Old Boys but also helped the deserving boys
in the pursuit of their studies.

More than all, the Kumbakonam College Old Boys’ Asso-
ciation has acted as the loco parentis to the College, studying
its wants and working for its growth. Being an institution
managed by Governments, the College has had to suffer from all
the defects which inhere in a Governmental machinery. The O1d
Boys’ Association has fought for the development of the College,
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the infroduction of new courses of study and thewpgrading of
the College into a residential University with honours cogrses.

At one time in the thirties of this century, the strength
of the College was at its lowest ebb and there seems to have
been a proposal to abolish it. The Association, however, con-
vinced the Government of the unsoundness of the proposal
and the crisis was averted.

In 1895 the idea of an organisation of Old Boys was first
mooted and there was a colourful celebration. It drew most of its
distinguished Old Boys from far and near. Bubt the enthusiasm
did not take concrete form till 1915 when Mr. R. M. Statham
as President and Principal, formed and registered the Association.
Since then the Association bas had an unbroken record of service
to the Alma Mater and to the present students and has been
celebrating the Old Boys’ Day every year in collaboration with
the College and has been of ever-increasing usefulness.

It has also helped to keep alive the bond between the
College and the Old Boys. The dazzling heights to which
some of the Old Boys of the College ascended by dint of
their inherent abilities and the training they had here at
College, have fascinated many a younger boy at College and
inspired him to high endeavour. In keeping up the banner
of higher ideals and presenting the shining examples of some
of its distinguished members before the present generabion of
students, the Old Boys’ Association hag proved its great
usefulness and established a fine record of progress.

The Rt. Honourable V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, V. P. Madhava
Rao, Kasturi Ranga Iyengar, Dr. Rangachari, Mathematician
Ramanujan, SirP. 8. Sivaswami Aiyar, Sir K. Srinivasa Iyengar,
S. Muthiah Mudaliar and a host of others have shone in

disparate walks of life as exemplars to humanity and brought
honour and fame to their Alm,

a Mater and to our Association.
Many scholarships are endowed in their names and the recipients
arc bound to be inspired by their cxample. Even to-day the
old students of the College are spread throughout the sub-
con‘tn.nent serving the country and its administration, enriching
political and social life or otherwise adding to her attainments
4 several directions.
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The , Kumbakonam College Old Boys’ Association has
-had exceilent ruddermen in their. Presidents and Secretaries
who have piloted the Association safely through many a storm
that blew over the fortunes of the College. Mr. Statham was
our first President and Sri K. S, Patrachariar, who is still
happily with us, our present President. Sri N. Krishnaswami
Iyengar, Sri A.Subramania Iys?, Sri T. Krishnaswamy Iyengar
Sri T. K. Aravamudha Iyengar, Sri K. Narasimha Iyengar, Sri
T. Sampath Iyengar, and my humble self among the Old Boys and
Sri K. 8. Patrachariar, Sri A.G. Narasimha Iyer, Sri T. M.
Margasahayam Chettiar and Sri P. Sankaranarayana Aiyar among
the Staff Secretaries have done yeoman service to the Association.

The Old Boys' Association has also secured the provision
of boarding and lodging facilities under the Xalyanaraman
Charities and the Tiruvalanjuli Kalyanaraman Pillai Charities to a
select number of students. It was through the efforts of the Old
Boys’ Association again that a wealthy gentleman of the town
Mr. A. R. Ramaiyer, was persuaded to donate substantially for
the construction of a foot-bridge. It was our cndeavour that
madoe the Government sanction three lakhs of rupees for the new
buildings which stand out to-day as an imposing structure beside
the old. ' '

Oar institution has become an inscparable limb of the
College, helping it to grow in strength, reputation and usefulness.

The Centenary celebrations are being conducted by the
0Old Boys’' Association in collaboration with the College authorities
and we hope that during the celcbrations when great Chancellors
of Universities, the Governor and Ministers of our State gather
here, an atmosphere will be created which will facilitate the
easy acceptance of our long-cherished proposal.

May the community of the Old Boys of the College grow
and be of service to the College and the larger public.
C. L. Aravamudha Tyengar,

Secretary, K. G, 0. B. A«
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