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UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS
DEPARTMENT OF TAMIL

SHORT—TERM INSTITUTE OF LANGUAGE SKILLS

A BRIEF REPORT

A Short-Term Institute of Language Skills was (STILS) conduct-
ed by the Department of Tamil, University of Madras with the liberal
financial assistance of the University Grants Commission during
29-11-1978—28-12-1978.

This Institute was inaugurated on 29th November 1978 by
Dr. K. Meenakshisundaram, Member of the Syndicate, University of
Madras. He, in his inaugural address explained and stressed the
importance of the Institute. The valedictory address was given on
27th December 1978 by Thiru C. Aranganayagam, Hon’ble Minister
for Education, Government of Tamil Nadu. He appreciated the
purpose of the the STILS and expressed that there is a need for a
permanent Institute of this kind which will enable us to develop the
regional languages in accordance with the needs of the modern
developments in the other parts of the world.

On the last day of the Institute (ie. on 28th December 1978)
there was a general group discussion on the M.A. syllabus and teach-
ing methods. The faculty members and the participants took part
in the discussion. The discussion was mainly based on the question-
naire filled in by the participants. In the light of the discussion the
faculty and the participants came to a unanimous decision on the

following points:

(a) The following papers should be included in the optional
papers for the M.A. (Language and Literature) students.

(1) Translation

(2) General Linguistics

(8) Creative Writing

(4) One of the Dravidian Languages other than his

mother-tongue.
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(b) Certificate courses may be made available for the language
students in the following subjects which will enable the
students to improve the quality of research to a great extent

(1) Sociology
(2) Psychology
(3) Archaeology
(c) All language teachers should be given opportunity to get
some training in Linguistics.
(d) Short-Term Institute of this kind or Summer Schools may

be conducted in every summer.

Most of the staff members of the Department of Tamil, Univer-
sity of Madras took active part in conducting the courses. Also four
eminent professors from various Institutions joined the faculty.
(Vide Appendix-I for the list of Faculty members).

Thirteen Special Lectures were given by experts in the concerned
areas and these lectures were mimeographed and distributed to all
the participants enabling them to take part in discussion. These
mimeographed lectures are worth publishing. (Vide Appendix—1II
for the list of Special Lectures). '

The following courses were conducted in the Institute:

Basic Language Skills

1.

2. Syntax

3. Word Formation
4, Translation

5. Editing

6. Mass Media

7. Creative Writing
8. Stylistics

9. Thesis Writing

The classes were conducted five hours a day i.e. 10 a.m. to |

p.m. and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
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About 35 participants were benefited by the Institute. They
were drawn mainly from post-graduate Tamil Departments of the
University of Madras. Outstation participants were provided with
lodging facilitics. A Course Certificate was given to each participant
who underwent the courses of the Institute. There was a very good
response for the Institute among the college teachers. (Vide Appen-
dix-III for the list of participants).

We wish to gratefully state that the venture was a success. We
would like to record our sincere thanks to the University Grants
Commission and the University Authorities for giving us the oppor-
tunity to conduct the Short-Term Institute of Language Skills.

C. BALASUBRAMANIAN
Director
Short-Term Institute of Language Skills
(Prof. & Head, Dept. of Tamil)
UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS
MADRAS—600 005
2nd January 1979
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APPENDIX—I

UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS
DEPART. OF TAMIL
SHORT—TERM INSTITUTE OF LANGUAGE SKILLS
LIST OF FACULTY MEMBERS

S.No. Name

Dr C. Balasubramanian
(Director)

Dr. M. Elayaperumal

Thiru V. Jayadevan

Dr. P. Kothandaraman

Thiru A.A. Manavalan

Dr. M. Selvarasan

Dr. S.V. Shanmugam

Dr. M. Shanmugam Pillai

Thiru M. Shanmugam
Pillai

Dr. E. Sundaramurthy

Dr. M.S. Thirumalai

Address with Subject
Designation taught
Prof. & Head Thesis-Writing

Dept. of Tamil
University of Madras

Prof. & Head Grammar,
Dept. of Tamil Translation
University of Kerala

Lecturer Translation
Dept. of Tamil
University of Madras

Reader Syntax
Dept. of Tamil
University of Madras

Lecturer Translation
Dept. of Tamil
University of Madras

Lecturer Creative Writing

Dept. of Tamil
University of Madras

Professor, Director Basic Language
in-charge C.A.S. Skills, Editing
in Linguistics

Annamalai University

Prof. & Head Mass Media,

Dept. of Thesis Writing
Tamil Studies

Madurai Kamaraj
University

Lecturer Sandhi, Editing
Dept. of Tamil
University of Madras

Lecturer Creative Writing

Dept. of Tamil

University of Madras

Prof.-cum-Deputy Stylisti_cs,
Director Word-Formation

Central Institute

of Indian Languages
Mysore
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APPENDIX—II

DEPARTMENT OF TAMIL
SHORT—TERM INSTITUTE OF LANGUAGES SKILLS

LIST OF SPECIAL LECTURES

Date

12 -12—1978
13—12—1978
14—12—1978
15—12—1978

18 —12—1978

19—12—1978
20—12—1978
21—12—1978

22—12—1978

23—12—1978
26—12—1978

26—12—1978
27—12—1978

Name

Kovi. Manisekaran
K.V. Jagannathan

Tamilanban

T.N. Suki Subra

manian
S. Kandasamy

(Turaivan)

Somale

V. Nallathambi

Narana Duraikkannan

Dr. Avvai D. Nata-

rajan
Akilan

Dr. S. Shanmugam

Bakirathan

M.P. Somasundaram

(Somu)

Topic

Short story
Eassy

Modern Poetry
Drama

Language in
Radio
Editing
Language in T.V.
Language in
Journals
Translation

Novel
Traditional
Poetry

Journals
Travelogue
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APPENDIX-—III

UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS
DEPARTMENT OF TAMIL

SHORT—TERM INSTITUTE OF LANGUAGE SKILLS .

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Name College
Thiru M. Jeya Chandra Presidency College
Rabi singh Madras-00 005 -
» M. Kothandaraman .
» L. Maraimalai P
» P.K. Urappan '
Dr. R. Kumaravelan Pachaiyapp’s College
Madras-600 030
Dr. R. Mayandi "
Thiru S, Paramasivam »
» Nama. Siva. Shanmugam v
Tmt. A. Amirthagowri Queen Mary’s College
Madras 600 004
» Arasu Manimekalai .
» V. Kanagasundaram »

,» V.N. Mahalakshmi
Thiru K.V, Balasubramanian Govt. College for men
Kumbakonam
» S.R. Krishnamachari ’

» A. Manickam ”
»» R. Ramalingam ”
»» S, Sundaresan »
»» G. Subramania Kavirayar
» . D. Duraisami National College
Tiruchirappalli
» M. Lakshminarayanan '
» V.S.K. Madhavan . »
» I. Manimaran '
»» V. Nagarasan. '
»»  R. Ragothaman | "
» N. Rajagoplan »
» Suba. Venkataraman ”
» G. Thirumaran Periyar E.V.R. College, Tiruchi.
» R. Jayapal A.V.V.M. Sri Pushpam College
»» V. Kathayian Poondi Tanjore Dt.
» G.R. Krishnamoorthy ”
+» B. Masilamani @

» R. Shanmugavelu "
» D.R. Vadivelu s
» V. Krishnasamy Madras Christian College
- Tambaram, Madras- 600 059
» T.R. Selvaraj ’ ),
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