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PRIME MINISTER

MESSAGE

My father taught me to love books very early
in life. The wealth of krcwledge and companionship
which they provide crosses all barriers of time and
space,

Yot everyone can hav2 his own library.
Therefore it is important to have good public
libraries, which should be regarded as national
assets,

I am gléd to know that the Trivandrum Pubiilc
Library is completing seventy-flve yeafs of service
and that it is building a new home for its children's
wing. My good wishes for the continued progress of

the 1library.

“ g\_);/\ M~_0’(L\_

(Indira Gandhi

New Delhi,
January 8, 1974.
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THEY CAME, THEY SAW.........

And They Wrote

An author naturally finds himself at home in

a library and when he finds in that library a

few of his own he cannot but be pleased and
“flattered. I have spent a happy hou\r here.

W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM
18-1-1938

T am delighted to visit the library. It is an old
institution with good traditions. It deserves every
encouragement from the Government and public.
I am glad it is used by the readers extensively.
I wish the institution long success.

' V.V. Girt
: 6-7-1960

It is a great joy to find a library where books
are made alive by someone who lives these

- books as part of himself. So the librarian’s
library is the best one in the world. I am
grateful for the atmosphere of this library and
I hope to return to it, even more humbly than
when T leave it today.

RajA Rao

1 enjoyed my visit to the library. It seemed to
me to be doing in rather an unusually complete
way what on would like a library to do. The
books it contained had obviously been selected
with reference to what the clients of the
library would wish to read and there was
statistical evidence that this attitude on the
part of the library authorities is being appre-
ciated. The whole atmosphere of the place
struck me as conducive to the enjoyment of
good reading.

JOHN SARGENT

Education Commission for India
10-11-1939
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Trivandrum Public Library
“'An old world charm ...""

Art critic

Size-wise, Trivandrum is one of our smallest cities.
But ego-wise, it is bigger and more advanced than
Tokyo itself | The true Trivandrumite has an enviable,
blinkered vision which helps him rate his city as the
best and only one of its kind in the whole world.
Talk of traffic in Bombay or New York, for that matter,
and he would counter it with the crush along Trivan-
drum Main Road or Putharikandam Maidan. And if,
by any mischance, you were to mention the water
supply system in some city or other, you would be
properly floored with a panegyric about Aruvikarai,
Sir C. P. (former Dewan of Travancore) and all the

Huzur Secretariat

Overwhelmingly Rustic. . . Soothing to Nerves
Tortured by the Mad Rush of Cities

Trivandrum, Unlimited

OLD FEUDAL VALUES HAVE NOW
EMERGED IN A NEW FORM

Freelance Journalist and

rest, even if the pipe in the champion’s home happens
to produce uncomplimentary sounds instead of chlo-
rinated water. With his shirt pasted to his torso with
copious sweat, he would go into ecstacies over the

climate of Trivandrum ; of course, the best in the
world. A city which triggers such pride amongst its
old stagers is something worth writing home about,.

| got a dose of Trivandrum during my first visit to the
City in 1957 and the impression has always remained
a chastening influence. | was cut down to size, and

““The most important factory in Trivandrum’’




Trivandrum Museum
‘“a source of unsullied delight . .. "’

have never since recovered the trimmed off portions.

The first encounter took place in what is popularly
labelled Hotel and Tea Shop, the ‘T’ in Malayalam
script becoming the Tas in “{t". At that period in
its glorious history, Trivandrum had not been sullied
by the presence of “‘foreigners’* from Malabar and the
few officials from the erstwhile Cochin State were
there on sufferance and had been properly shown
thelr lowly place in the scheme of things in the City.

| placed my order with a bearer who showed his pro-
per contempt for the customer by tumning his back to
the customer while taking the order. After some
time he came back with a glass of tea and concentra-
ting his mind and eye on some distant, elevated
subject, banged the tea/filled glass in front of me.
The eats he brought on a plantain leaf and with the
same lordly contempt flung these before me. | realised
then that | was in a high-brow hotel, especially as
the bearer was topless and round his waist he had
only a soiled lungi! But he might have been the lord
of realm by his air of scorn and superiority. | ate
the food, which proved to be wholesome and tasty,
got up and washed my paws (I felt thoroughly
decategorised, you see) and went to the counter to
pay the damages.

At this juncture, | sensed a commotion. The
proprietor, a pot bellied, middle aged, topless and
shopsoiled man, ooked askance at me and pointed
to my empty plantain leaf, which was lying innocently
on the table | had left, The bearer looked aghast and
the regular habituees gave me a dressing down with
their eyes. | received a curt order. | had to remove my
plantain leaf. | protested : it was unheard of. What
were the boys for ? And | was accustomed to patronise
big hotels, in big metropolitan cities. The proprietor
ticked me off: **Saarae, this is Trivandrum (he mouthed
his city’s name with an indescribable sense of pride).
Here this is the way it is done. And this is a Nair
tea shop.’' With all the scandalised eyes focussing
on mel felt 1 had been guilty of sacrilege: had

TRIVANDRUM PUBLIC LIBRARY

inadvertently violated the indigenous ‘star’ value of
this high caste institution! .

| obeyed-the local law and cleared the table of
the - offending plantain "leaf. And as | went out
| could -hear comments from local worthies. Not
very complimentary; highly supercilious and lar-
ded well with an expression ‘Koppa’. Only after
a- few days did | realise that | had offended the
fine sensibilities -and superior values of the city,
with my clothes. For | happened to wear pants
which, in local dialect, is very properly and con-
temptously called ‘koppa‘. Now Koppas are quite
the thing in Trivandrum. But this is because of
the invasion of ‘foreigners’ after the birth of Aikya
Kerala. | doubt very much whether any true
Trivandrumite has forgiven this foreign invasion
of Koppa which has replaced the one and only
Jubba and Dothi, which civilized beings wear.

Thanks to my Koppa, for the first and last time
in my life, | got a transient VIPhood. | was sur-
prised when my friend from Madras traced me to
my house in Vazhuthakaad. He told me that a
shop keeper on the main road had clearly directed
him, since | had become a notable person because
of my Koppa and because of the outlandish cast
of my features!

Ego Trimming

Trivandrum frimmed my ego through several other
different ways. For example, | had to find a cer-
tain house. | was given clear cut directions: it is
in a mudukku (bylane) near the honse of Mr. So
and So Pillai. 1 just could not miss it with my
eyes shut. [ replied: | don‘t know Mr. Pillai‘s
house. Don't you have a name for the mudukku and
number for the houses? My query raised a super-
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Victoria Jubilee Town Hall
* Conical roofs . , . derived from the City's backdrop



¢ilious smile. Where was | from: and why &4
Ignorant as not to know Mr. Pillai‘s house?

As for street names and door numbers Trivandrum
had no need for it. True, everyone knew every
other one. And those who did not know were not
worth anything. That was that.

The Lordly Bus Conductor

Then again, | was wafted back to my school days
by a City bus conductor. The City bus drivers were
very gregarious and persist in taking their vehicles
out in convoys. | boarded a bus wusting to blind
chance as the hieroglyphics carried inside the front
panel were incomprehensible and the back panel
had only an empty stare, instead of proper name
or number guides. The lordly conductor sat in hjs
seat while | had to stand before him, swaying to
the motion of the bus while the conductor, after
a deliberate pause, during which 1| had to wait ab-
jectly in front of him, tore off the ticket and
accepted the fare with a fine unconcern which any
prince might have envied. And when, according
to the values acquired in other cities, | rose to
offer my seat to a woman, who was obliged tostand
inside the crowded bus, both she and the rest of
passengers looked askance at me as if | had dis-
played unmentionable intentions towards her!

All in all, Trivandrum started my education all
afresh, with a set of values and outlook, which |
had never dreamed of, although | had lived and
worked in many major cities in India. | could not
say that | have learnt all the lessons. But | have
been trying. In the meanwhile my mentor, Trivan-
drum itself, has undergone a big change, leaving
me, so to speak, high and dry.

Trivandrum has developed fast. But it is dubious
according to me, whether the development had been
properly blue printed. When | saw it first, | was
struck by the beauty of the city with its ups and
downs, with its periad buildings, like the Museum,
the Public Offices, the Kaudiar Palace, the Public
Library and the entire complex around the Univers

University College
the beauty of the city. . -
With its period buiftdings
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Kerala University Senate House
““another eye-sore is.. . the university centre”

sity Stadium, including the Cathedral and the
tranquil-looking Anglican Church near the Stadium.

The motif, of the conical roofs of the period buildings
seemed to be derived from the backdrap to Trivandrum,
the Western Ghats with its conjcal peaks and undu-
lating contour. An exquisitely charming skyline for a
city beautifully sited. And since the roadswere most
of the time in a state of somnolence and the overall
atmosphere overwhelmingly rustic, Trivandrum indeed
was soothing to nerves tortured by the mad rush of
metropolitan cities.

Sacretariat and Library

Lazing on the sands of Shankumukham beach, with
the gigantic mansard roof of an old building, con-
verted into an indoor stadium, for background, or
lolling around in the wonderfully laid out Zoological
Park and emarald green lawns of the Museum, were
of a source of unsullied delight. Even the Secretariat,
the most important ‘factory’ in Trivandrum had a
somnolent atmosphere then.

And the Public Library had an old world charm and
hunting for a book inside its shelves then used to be

PLATINUM JUBILEE SOUVENIR



an adventure in itself, since one never knew what
sort of book would turn up in any particular shelf,
labels notwithstanding. | have fished out Geography
books from shelves marked Economics. All in all, it
was a charming, old-world city ; an ideal spot for a
quiet holiday.

True, there were irritants then, like the coloured statue
- of a middle-aged gentleman, obviously a diabetic,
with a bulge in his middle, carrying the Olympic
torch and desecrating with his dominating position,
the wonderfully sited Police Stadium, or the art
gallery which, along with some fine selections, had
a lot of junk passing off as art exhibits, or Chengal-
chula in the heart of the city, tucked between two
hills to form a first class slum, which has been
developing and getting slummier through its ‘ vote-
power’, or the insularity, self complacency, pettiness
and utter lack of sense of duty of the officials in this
clerks’ town, the egocentrism which helped to rate
the Puthenkacheri (Secretariat) above Delhi Secreta-
riat and Petta above Fleet street, etc. But these were
nuliified by the finer points endowed by nature and
careful planning, which helped to make this an
endearingly charming city inspite of its citizens.

Vandalistic Growth

But the spirit of development has been vandalistic.
The physical beauty has been spoiled by so called
modern buildings, the architects of which have shown
scant awareness of tradition, geography and climate
of the city. The crowning piece of atrocious architec-
ture is that monstrosity, the Tagore Theatre, which
is a gross insult to functionalism and aesthetics as
well as to the traditional architectural backdrop of
the city. Another eyesore is the Public Service
Commission building and the University Centre and
the N.G.O. Association office, the huge, bottle [ike
commercial building which has created a bottleneck
at the opening of the main road, and the new water
tank which thrusts its straight lines up in wanton
disregard of the sloping lines of the old tank and the
contour of the site around.

The impact of modernism, blindly applied, whether it
be in public buildings or private residences, has
killed the exquisite physical charm of the city.
Overmuch reliance on ferro-concrete and borrowed
designs, which might be suitable for other climes and
other sites, have conspired to rob Trivandrum of its
physical character.

Along with the physical appearance the overall
character of the citizen has also changed (for the
better?). The *’foreigners’’ from other areas in the
State have swamped the native genius, The Koppas,
cocktail bars, coffee house culture and hippie cult
have made this erstwhile highly individualistic town,

highly conformist. And with Alkdya Kerala and the
Democratic process, it hasbecame a modern temple
a place of pilgrimage for favour seekers who haunt
the heels of Ministers and MLAs and waste valuable
time wandering round the corridors of the Secretariat
and other offices to get their papers ‘pushed’’,

Official Insularity

But inspite of all this, there is one constant factor ;
the official insularity to public needs. This has not
changed. This is the core of Trivandrum’s character-
Power rests securely in the Mansions of the Ministers,
in the MLAs’ hostel and the bungalows in Jawahar
Nagar. And the suppliants have to come from all
corners of Kerala bringing with .them ‘outlandish’
ways and outlook which have helped to water down
and sully the traditional values of Trivandrum.

The far-sightedness of the original planners of
Trivandrum who chose the present site stand vindi-
cated. For foreigners from other "areas in the State
now swear by this city. Thus we see people from
Malabar and other areas, who used to complain of
the egoistic Trivandrum complex, acquiring this
quality themselves, while they build houses and
settled down in the city, in their hundreds. It is a
poser whether they convert Trivandrum or get conver-
ted by the charisma of the city.

| feel that Trivandrum values are far too enduring to
be basically corroded by outsiders. The new settlers
soon acquite old values s they try to secure jobs
for their sons, daughters, in laws, maid and man-
servants, in the Government pen-pushing factories,
and straightway acquire snobbish values which
prompt them to black just claims and exercise other
techniques of administrative functioning aimed at
harassing the public in order to put them in their
proper lowly place, befitting a feudal society.

Inspite of Democracy etc. etc., the old feudal
values, which held sway in this city, have now
emerged in a new form in which popular ministers
elected by the people acquire trappings of accomo-
dation and protocol which any prince might envy. And
while common men represented by the Ministers,
the MLAs and the officials have turned de-facto
princes in Trivandrum, the traditional prince has
been thrust to the background to lead a life of seclu-
sion and anonymity. One ruling prlnce has been
replaced by several ruling princes. This is Democracy.

Thus there is a transformation in Trivandrum which is
after all not basic. For limited Tweedledum has been
replaced by unlimited Tweedledee, And, as in Delhi
where Great Moghul values have been revived and
reasserted, one may hope that Trivandrum values
would endure for ever.

TRIVANDRUM PUBLIC LIBRARY



A Centenarian,

P. Vasudevan
Assistant Librarian,
Trivandrum Public Library

A celebration is a link between
the past and the present which
tends to objectify values and
ideals for the future. But it may
appear to be curious as to why
a platinum jubilee celebration
follows a centenary celebration in
th_e name of the Trivandrum Public
Library. Hardly a quarter of a
century has passed since the
Center_\ar_y was celebrated in 1949.
Now, it is celebrating its Platinum

A PROFILE IN SPLENDOUR

Yet Only Seventy-five

Older than India‘s
Natijonal Library

It should become the hub
of a free Public Library
Service



Hundreds of readers frequent the cosy room
to read magazines from all over the world.

Jubilee. This certainly warrants
a little explanation.

The celebration in 1949 marked
the hundredth birth anniversary
of this great ‘temple of learning’
whereas the platinum jubilee is
in memory of the opening of the
library to the thirsty public for
knowledge.

The Trivandrum Public Library
had its inception before 1836,
which is prior to the starting of
the Imperial Library at Calcutta,
the fore-runner of the present
Indian National Library. An extant
document. a ‘neettu’ No. 216, in
the possession of the Central
Archives in Trivandrum, bears
testimony to this fact. The cen-
tenary celebration was, therefore,
highlighting the contemporaneity
of the Trivandrum Library with
other libraries of the world and
the first-of-its-kind status in India.

In 1894 the Public Library Asso-
ciation wasregistered as a joint
stock company and three years
later, under an agreement with the
Government, handed over its en-
tire property to the Government
on condition that the Government
would erect a suitable building

~ TRIVANDRUM PUBLIC LIBRARY

B Ve o Ty

Reading Room : Book Room :

and establish a free Public Library
to be handed over to the public.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL
SOCIALISM

The above unique agreement, a
‘Magna Carta’, envisaged a world
of bibliographical socialism. This
was not a historical accident,
but an eventful revolution that
produced an ever-increasing wave

Issuing Books :
Young and old booklovers
queuing up before an
obliging library staff

In the ornate shelves
members find a very rich collections

of library consciousness among
the people. Inone sense, it was
an attempt to create an enlight-
ened society through library

service. In another sense, it has
given the State a directive princi-
ple to be followed in the matter
of free public library service. In
fact it was heralding a change of
the phase of public library service
from the classes to the masses. The

celebration in the name of this
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great event of 75 years agofis, no
doubt, laudable.

Since then, many processes of
social change have been witne-
ssed by the people. Travancore
became Travancore-Cochin in
1949, which, along with Malabar
became Kerala in 1956. But the
State re-organisation and the con-
comitant changes in many spheres
have not produced any pheno-
menal change in the sphere of
public libraries in the State. It
has also not been possible
to adequately fulfil thecondi-
tion for running a free public library
for the people, on which ‘The
People’s Library’ (the seal of which
is present in many of the old
books of this library) transferred
its assets to the Government.
Still, the Trivandrum  Public
Library is running as a subscrip-
tion library. The spirits of our
pioneer library enthusiasts may
be hovering round this institution
to see the birth of an ideal free
public library service.

MOSAIC OF LIBRARY

The dismal scene of public libra-
ries in Kerala presents a mosaic
of library patterns: libraries under
the Local Library Authority creat-
ed under the Madras Library Act
1948; libraries under the Kerala
Grandhasala Sangham; libraries
under the Panchayats and the
Municipalities (excepting Munici-
pal Corporations); the Trivandrum
Public Library (a/ias State Central
Library) and the mobile libraries
under the State Government.

Judged by the standards of the
Unesco Public Library Manifesto
(1949) with its revision (1973),
it is obvious that Kerala has yet
to open its eyes wider in the field
of public libraries. Paradoxical, as
it may seem, many essential com-
ponents of a public library in
conformity with the international-
ly accepted definition ofit, are
found inthe Iibrary matrix of
Kerala. But the absence of a

uniform State-wide system of free -

public libraries signifies a crisis,
more than a catastrophe. The
crisis seems to lead to a chronic
condition.

Perhaps, a crisis in the sphere of
libraries. is not so serious as that
of the storm in a tea cup. A

storm-tossed ‘librasphere’  of
Kerala is but a freak of nature.
Government  authorities, non-
governmental bodies, professional
and non-professional library asso-
ciations, are all involved in brew-
ing the storm. The professional
bodies are no less than apologetic
weaklings. They have not produ-

ced a happy image of themselves

which could be due to their
inefficizncy, if it cannot be attribu-
ted to their disregard for library
service. The king-pins of the
professional bodies pride them-
selves in their statuses as silver
gods seated in ivary towers and
claim to offer expertise. The non-
professional groups seemto delight
in vilifying the professionals and
try to play the role of country-
cousins in the library field. In fact,
both the groups have forsaken
library service to the people and
are frantically trying to create ‘per-
sonality cult” in their respective
fields. The Government’s attitude
seems to be that of a passive sick
man and seems to follow a drag-
on policy. Allthese attitudes have
succeeded in maintaining the
tempo of the crisis. In the result,
the electorate is left without
adequate librery service. Right for
enlightenment and free access to
the tools of knowledge must be
guaranteed to evety citizen.
Creative attitudes only can help
to attain this goal.

The Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
can take a fuller meaning and sig-
nificance only when the Trivand-
rum Public Library is made the
hub of all the activities in conne-
ction with the State’s public library
service. The need for a network
of comprehensive and integrated
system of libraries is indeed very
great and must find immediate
solution. The State Central Library,
as it is called now, should
cease to be a mere nomenclature.
It should be made to function
with its full status and signifi-
cance. Necessary piece of library
legislation must also find -its
place in the statute book to meet

this end. Attempts to bring an
Act were made. But they were
feeble and ineffective and have

proved only a Penelop’s web.

-The benefit of free library service

should be extended to more fields

such as hospitals, jails, after-care
homes, factories, etc. The Chil-
drens’ Wing of the library should
be developed fully and adequately
to attract more children, by pro-
viding all facilities to create and
foster healthy reading habits in
them. An auditorium, with grama-
phone records, tapes etc. will
attract them more. Reference
facilities, at present available, also
require radical changes.

Another pre-requisite is to pre-
serve rare and valuable old books
in this library in an air-conditioned
room, in order to aviod further
deterioration of the materials,
Many of them are priceless trea-
asures. No material of value
should be allowed to be lost in
future. Such materials should be
collected, processed and preserved
for use. A documentation service
is thus essential. It should be
started in the areas in which
public demand is felt. Photocopy-
ing and microfilming units should
be attached to this library for
carrying out the services more
efficiently and quickly  Top prio-
rity attention in this matter is
highly necessary.

This library has great potentiality
for the development of its services.
But the present picture is dim. It
is, however, not the want of a
perspetcive plan for its develop-
ment or the want of professional
men of ability and willingness,
that makes the picture dim. Itis
not for paucity of funds. Sincere
and effective action from
the side of the State is, what may
seem to be, wanting to brighten
the pciture. What the people

expect is a free public library
service in Kerala. Let us hope
that the State will not remain

indifferent in providing ways for
enlightenment of its electorate,
so that people can know
for themselves their role in
society and Government. Rooting
out ignorance from the minds of
the people, at all levels, through
a well-organised system of free
public library service, is a funda-
mental function of the State. Let
this be realised through the
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations by

saving the - Trivandrum Public
Library from the stormy libra-
sphere.

PLATINUM JUBILEE SOUVENIR
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Early years: From Darbaris’ to People’s
The Trivandrum Public
Library
CHEQUERED BUT AMUSING, SLOW BUT SURE PROGRESS
/ V. K. N. Menon
»

(13

The first ray of light which illumines the gloom,
and converts into a dazzling brilliancy that obscurity
into which the earlier history’’ of the Trivandrum

A photostat of a royal edict in’ O/a (palm leaf) issued
by the then Maharaja of Travancore sanctioninga

gift of Rs. 1000 for the Trivandrum Public Library in Public Library would appear to be involved—for
September 1836. The Ola documents are preserved here we are concerned with it, and not with the
in the State Government Archives in Trivandrum, history of the Club named after the immortal

TRIVANDRUM PUBLIC LIBRARY



Samuel Pickwick, through Dickens* famous exor-
dium, quoted above, regarding the latter is equally
applicable to both, and the earlier proceedings of
the library even read sometimes like those of that
Club—that first ray of light is now derived from the
perusal of an ‘Ola‘ document of 1836 preserved
in the Archives and which says:

m‘]g. 1012 #:amlaoave 5m-

8 9IS0ms MIWmajo W ay, 8&5AIMIOK0 @ROT 60D
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From the above it is clear that the Library was
begun in, or at least before, 1836, that is, during
the reign of Maharaja Swathi Thirunal. The State
Manual of Travancore, written by V. Nagam Aiya
and published in 1906, states unequivocally that
the library was begun in 1836; and there are good
grounds for accepting the date as possibly the
correct one, as it does not conflict with the ‘Ola’
date and as Nagam Aiya was familiar with the old
records of the State and was also a member of
the Library Committee in the last decade of the
century.

However, the printed Annual Reports of the Library
beginning with 1963-64, state, equally unequivo-
cally, asfollows: “It was established in 1829. The
work of starting and organising the library was
entrusted to Col. Edward Cadogan, the then British
Resident, who was the grandson of Sir Hans Sloan,
the founder of the British Museum.He was the first
President of the Trivandrum Public Library Commit-
tee.”” It has not been found possible to trace the
source of this information. But, from the manner in
which it is given, another date, 1829, rather than
18386, cannot be excluded for the commencement of
the institution.

From the minutes of the Library, (which we now have
only from 1877, and some of them are copies at first),
it is clear that the founders were a few private indivi-
duals, names now unknown except for that of Col.
Cadogan (if we accept the statement in the Annual
Report), and mainly Britishers, civilian and military,
and perhaps also a few Indians, resident in
Trivandrum, both, having a status entitling them to be
invited to the ‘darbars’, of the Maharaja, They
managed it as a private club, though it was called a

‘Public * Library, perhaps to distinguish it from a
governmental one. Both books and periodicals in
English, of course, were ordered and circulated among
members. :

Where the Library was first located is not known now.
But there is evidence that, by 1847, it had acquired
its own land and building, The latter became, years
afterwards, the ‘* Old Travellers® Bungalow,’* on the
site of the present University Hostel for men.

By 1847 the members had also constituted themselves
formally into a ‘“ Trivandrum Public Library Society **
with a proper Constitution and body of Rules. When
the foundation stone of the first extension to the
present building was laid in 1949, it was mentioned
in the inscription as an addition to commemorate the
centenary of the library. The hundred years must have
been calculated from about the date of the beginning
of this new era of the library in about 1847, as a
formal association.

State recognition came soon afterwards to the Library.
In 1856 Government agreed to pay Rs. 13 per mensem
for office expenses. At the same time the venue of
the Library was shifted to the new and small Museum,
then located in the Observatory House. The ideas
was for Government to use the Library’s own building
as a Travellers® Bungalow, (thoughits acquisition for
the purpose was formally done only in 1881), and
construct another building, in due course, for the
Library. Once in the Observatory House, a set
of valuable scientific books was ftransferred, in
1865, from the Observatory to the library. In 1877,
and possibly for sometime before that, we find
that the meetings of the Library were held in *‘ the
College'’, the present University College, the first
building of which had been occupied in 1873.
Evidently, when both the Museum and the Library

Children’s Section:

The new generation gets more

and more facilities at the Trivandrum
Public Library, one of the oldestin India
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were in the Observatory House from 1856, there was
not enough convenience in it for even the sparsely-
attended (about 3-12) meetings of the Library, though
the Museum was temporarily shifted to Sir T. Madhava
Rao’s new Public Offices in 1876. From 1878 the
meetings are mentioned as In the Library, by which,
one supposes, was meant the Observatory House
{now without the Musem), and from 1880, the new
Museum building (in the Public Gardens) first
occupied in that year and to which not merely the
Museum but also the Library, perhaps, had now
been transferred.

PEOPLE‘S LIBRARY

Whlle the Trivandrum Public Library was making its
slow progress, a People’s Library had come into exi-
stence some time before 1878, housed in a building
in the area then known as the Bodyguard Maidan
and now as the Police Stadium, and near the place
where All India Radio’s Trivandrum Station was first
located. This was the beginning of a really public
Library in the town, the one started earlier still con-
tinued to serve only for darbars! A general meeting,
In 1878, of the Public Library agreed ‘‘that the rule
admitting natives to read the books only, but not
take them home, on the payment of one Rupees a
month be omitted as there isa People’s Library in
the place which meets the wants of all such persons*.
So the People’s Library had come into existence
before 1878. But exactly when it did so or who its
founder was were either, we do not know now.

In 1892, thirty six years after its move from the buil-
ding which had then become a Travellers’ Bungalow,
and eleven after the building had even been formally
transferred to Government, the Library went back to
{ts old venue. We have to conclude that the acco-
mmodation in the Museum had become inadequate
and as the negotiations with government for a new
site and building, of which the minutes of meetings
speak again and again, were taking time, Govern-
ment had agreed to this. In 1892 some meetings
continued to be held in the (old) Museum Library;
but from the next year they were again in the Travell-
ers‘ Bungalow.

Owing to the slow progress of the discussions with
government—with proposals and counter proposals—
a deputation of the library waited upon the Resid~
ent, Mr. Grigg, in 1893 to seek his advice and assis-
tance with Government regarding its future. He
advised, as the first step, the formal registration of
the Library members as a society under the “Tra-
vancore Joint Stock Companies Regulation’’, and to
open the library to the public. The members
ultimately accepted the advice and the *Trivand-
rum Public Library Society* was registered in 1894.

OPENED TO THE PUBLIC

Three years later, in 1897, an agreement 'was at
last reached between the Society and the Govern-
ment by which the institution was to be transferred
to Government, opened to the public and housed in
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a suitable new building. Accordingly, Government
took over the Library in 1898, and from now it became
really public library. The People‘'s Library, which
had no raison dietre any more, merged with the
Public Library in 1899.

Among the decisions of Government to commemo-
rate the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria in 1897
was one to construct this building on the present
site. The building was commenced in 1900 as
the foundation stone says, and completed in 1902,
though, curiously enough, the stone gives only the
first three figures of the date of completion. The
figure 2 was obviously intended to be added when
the building was completed; but it has not been
done to this day. In the same vyear the Library
moved into it from the old Travellers’ Bungalow.

With the take-over of the Library by Government, in
1898, the opening of its membership to the public,
its amalgamation with the People’s Library and the
occupation of its new building in 1902, we may
conclude this early history of the Trivandrum Public
Library.

AMUSING INCIDENTS

It was, as we have seen, a chequered career, the date
of its commencement date itself not beyond ques-
tion. As we go through the minutes which have
survived, interesting, and even amusing, things also
turn up here and there. Reference has already been
made to the small attendance even at ‘'Special gene-
ral’* meetings-a dozen or so only-and quite a few
had to be adjourned to secure adequate numbers
present for the transaction of important business.
The negotiations with Government for a proper and
new building on a suitable site took nearly half a
century to conclude successfully. The long res-
triction of membership for nearly three quarters of
a century to ‘darbaris’ only, though including
Indian ‘darbaris’ also, was in keeping with the
spirit of the times. [n any case, was there not, from
1878 at least, a People‘s Library for ordinary ‘Natives’
who, need not therefore, be allowed any longer to
use the Public Library? A decision of 1879 was
to the effect that the magazine ‘*Queen be circulated
first to the married members having their wives with
them and to ladies, members of the society (the
married members to include members having Lady
members of their family living with them)’ In the
same year planters living near Trivandrum were to
be admitted to membership under strict conditions.
And in 1884 ‘darbaris’ in Quilon were also to be
admitted. But many of the latter proved defaulters
in subscriptions, and though the Officer Command-
ing at Quilon was written to collect arrears, in the
end they had to be written off. Miss. Vernede, the
local Secretary, was thanked for her services and
asked to collect them; but as she was strictly en-
Joined not to spend any money in the process, she
had done ljttle in this respect, evidently. In 1890
some covers of periodicals were found lost and had
to be replaced. In the same year a billiards room

in the proposed library was. thought inappropriate.

In 1891 there was a motion against Secretary Fer-
guson for some alleged unauthorised negotiations
with Government regarding the new buildings; but
the Secretary affirmed authority and the motion
was lost. Inthe same year there was a protest
aimed higher, this time against the Resident and the
Diwan, for their presence at a special general
meeting, because they were not members of the
library. But the Resident asserted hijs right to be
present in the public interest, and the Dewan, even
going further, in the interest of Government too.
The protest was useless- In 1896 a Colonel's
request for non-payment of subscription during the
three months of summer when he was on leave out
of Trivandrum was rejected as, under the Rules, he
should have resigned before going away; he prote-
seted, but the committee stood by its previous re-
solution, at the next meeting. In 1900 there was a
notice to Mr. Nagam Aiya himself under section lli,
2, of the Rules, whatever they were. From the_
same date it was found impossible to circulate news-
papers because of the increase of numbers follow-
ing the opening of the Library to the public. In
the same year an application for membership from
miss Cover in Cochin was rejected as the Rules did
not permit persons outside Trivandrum to be enrol-
led; evidently, Quilon and Miss Vernede had been
disappointments. From 1902 there was to be no
collection of subscription from members, residences
for the same reason as the stoppage of the circula-
tion of newspapers- Finally, in 1902, there is the
reiteration by the Committee, in one of its last
meetings in the School of Arts, before the occupa-
tion of its owp new building, a meeting held at
7.30 A. M. rivandrum people woke up early
those days!), ‘That with regard to the name of the
Institution the term “Diamond Jubilee’ was expres-
sly avoided in the documents as that term is merely
a popular phrase and has never received official re-
cognition of any kind. To give effect, however, to
the purpose of Government the Committee suggest
that a tablet or a brass plate should be placed in
the Central Hall stating that this building was
erected in commemoration of the 60th year of the
reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria Empress of
India. So the Lijbrary was still to be ‘Trivandrum
Publjc Library*’, as it began and as it is today.

Still, for all this chequered history and many intere-
sting, if also some amusing incidents, the record is
of a sure, if stow, progress. And if the names of all
its early promoters (except, perhaps, one) are lost in
oblivion, we have on record for the later period, and
associated with the progress of the Library, names like
those of Ormsby, Harvey, Bishop, Lepper, Labouch-
ardiere and Mitchell, as well as of ‘’His Highness
the First Prince’, *"His Highness the Second Prince’’
*’S. Shungra Soob™ ‘‘T. Vedadrinatha Mood"",
Nagam Aiya, A. Govinda Pillai and P. Thanu Pillai,
names still remembered with respect in Trivandrum,
after seventy-five years and even more.
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National Library:

In Brief

India's National Library had an
interesting and humble beginn-
ing in 138 years ago, on March
21, 1836. This was a few years
after the setting up of the Trivan-
drum Public Library). It was
started as the Calcutta Public
Library by Mr.J. H. Ward Sid-
dons, Editor of The Englishman,
in the ground floor of the house
of Dr. Strong, a civil surgeon of
24 Parganas.

Any one who contributed Rs.300
could become a ‘ Proprietor* of
the library. The first proprietor
was Dwarakanath Tagore, grand
father of the Poet. The library
had in the beginning 6,500
books and a fund of Rs. 3,000. It
functioned fairly well for a little
mote than two decades. In 1857,
with the Indian War of Indepen-
dence it began to wilt and
wither. The City Corporation
took over its administration in

TRIVANDRUM PUBLIC LIBRARY

1890 but it continued to
languish. In 1903 Lord Curson,
who felt the need for a first
class library in Calcutta, set
up the Imperial Library by
merging Government depart-
mental libraries with the Public
Library.

On the country becoming inde-
pendent in 1947, the Imperial
Library got recognition as the
National Library and its collec-
tion began to grow at a pheno-
menal rate; its budget also
increased year by year.

In 1954, Parliament passed the
Delivery of Books Act by which
it was made incumbent on pub-
lishers to send two copies each
of all their books, periodicals
and other publications to the
National Library. This Act also
facilitated the compilation of
an Indian National Bibliogra-
phy.

22

In 1948 the National Library
moved into Belvedere Palace,
its present premises, which was
the former winter residence of
Viceroys in British days. It was
given over to the Library by
Prime  Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru on the suggestion of
Rajaji, the then Governor Gene-
ral. In 1962, a new nine-storey
building, with facilities for
stocking 180,000 books in
each storey, was opened.

Access to the Library is abso-
lutely free. Any person over
the age of 18 can take books
from the Library. Persons living
outside Calcutta can get books
by post, the postage being
borne by the receipients.

There is a well developed
Children’s Library and readers’
hostel for research scholars
attached to the National Library.
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Remarkable, Yet Long Way to Go

Public Library

Development in

india

THE COUNTRY SPENDS ON LIBRARIES
ONLY TENTH OF WHAT IT CAN

D. R. Kalia

Director,

Central Secretariat Library,

De-

partment of Culture, Government of India,
New Delpi, Formerly, Founder-Director, Delhi
Public Library (1951-67): UNESCO Expert in
Libraries in the Middle East (1957-62).; and
National Librarian (1967-70)

It is a sad commentary on 185 years of British
Rule in India that on August 15, 1947, when
India attained Independence, there was not a
single public library in the country.* It is incre-
dible that when New Delhi was designed in the
second decade of this century and completed in
1930 as the capital city, there was no provision
for a public library. Whatever libraries existed,
had been established by voluntary organisations or
endowments and were. without exception, subscri-
ption libraries. They were used primarily by the
English-speaking ‘elite who constituted only one
per cent of the total population.

The necessary socio-economic infra-structure was
——————

The Trivandrum Public Library was then 48 years old. How-

ever, it took caution it o still take
such fees. money and subscriptions an

completely lacking at the time of Independence.
Only 15 per cent of the people could read and
write, of whom only three per cent had received
schooling for eight years or more. The rural
population which constituted 88 per cent of the
total population was almost devoid of literacy.
During the British regime, the so-called public
libraries primarily acquired English books published
in the U. K. Writing and reading in one's own
language was frowned upon by the English-speak-
ing elite. It is no wonder that in 1947 only 6,455
books wete published in [ndia in 15 Indian
languages, making an average of 430 books per
language, against 1,627 in English alone. Out of
563,133 towns and villages, only 2,767 or 0.49
per cent had public electricity supply and only
very few of the towns and villages were connected
by roads.
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These were the constraints under which the
National Governmant planned to provide free uni-
versal public library setvice in the country. Under
the Republican Constitution, enforced on January
26, 1950, provision of public library service was
made a State concern. The Union Government
could support the States in their library develop-
ment plans only through financial assistance.

Library Legislation

Though the first public library law was passed in
Britain as early as 1850, such a legislation in
India was never found necessary by the British
Government during their entire rule. Under the
Municipal Acts, local bodies were, no doubt,
empowered to establish public libraries but it was
not made incumbent on them. In 1947 out of 440
local bodies only 56 had bothered to provide a
modicum of a public library service. Although
municipal libraries were maintained out of public
funds, most of them charged a subscription besides
a cash deposit from their users.

The Madras State, now called Tamil Nadu, proved
to be the most progressive of all the States and
adopted library legislation as early as 1948, pro-
viding the necessary framework and finances for
evolving the State Public Library System. A statutory
library authority was instituted for the capital city
and for each district. Since the local bodies had
failed to deliver the goods, they were divested of the
responsibility of providing a public library service.
A Library rate was levied at the rate of three per cent
of the property tax or the house tax paid. Hydera-
bad State, since defunct, adopted a similar Act
in 1955, Andhra Pradesh in 1960, Mysore in 1965
and Maharashtra in 1967. Mysore Public Libraries
Act (1965) is the most progressive and forward-
looking of all the Library Acts.

The Mysore Act provides for a separate Library
Authority not only for the capital city but also for
each city with a population of 100,000 or above.
It levies a library rate on vehicle tax as well. The
State 'grant is paid at the rate of three per cent of
the total land revenue collected. The personnel
working in public libraries are State employees.
Their salaries are paid out of State funds, thereby
relieving City and District Library authorities of this
financial burden. Other States likes Uttar Pradesh,
Kerala and Punjab are also proposing to adopt
library legislation. The Government of Punjab,
instead of paying grant-in-aid as a‘certain percen-
tage of the land revenue, proposes to provide
half a rupee per capita as State aid.

India today is divided into 21 States and 9 Union
Territories for purposes of Administration. Each
State and Union Territory is divided into District
and Sub-Districts. Today there are about 376 Districts
and about 3100 Sub-Districts called Talukas or
Tehsils. There are 2921 towns and 566,878 villages
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making a total of 569,799 habitation units to whom
library service is to be provided.

The National Library System envisages a National
Library at Calcutta, and three Regional National
Libraries at Madras, Bombay and Delhi; a State
Central Library in each State and Regional State
Libraries in large States and a District Central
Library in each District and Sub-District Library in
each Sub-District. Each city with a population of
100,000 and above will have its own City Library
System. The District Library System will establish
Branches and Deposit Stations in all the towns and
villages lying within its jurisdiction.

Since Independence, a National Library at Calcutta,
and two Regional National Libraries -at Madras and
Bombay have been established. Today 15 States
out of 21 ar 71 per cent have State Central Libraries;
235 districts out of 376 or 63 per cent have District
Central Libraries; 1,600 sub-districts out of 3,100
or 48 per cent have Sub-District Central Libraries;
and 50,000 villages out of 566,878 or 9 per cent
have Village Libraries. Town Libraries exist in
1,800 out of 2,641 towns or 68 per cent. Among the
29 Metropolitan Cities, each with a population of
400,000 and above, only four namely Madras,
Hyderabad, Bangalore and Dethi or 14 per cent
have City Public Library Systems with Central
Libraries, Branches and Deposit Stations. The Delhi
Public Library is the only one in the country ope-
rating bookmobiles in the city area.

It is estimated that India is spending today about
5 paisa or 1/20 of a rupee on public library service
and about 10 per cent of the total population has
access to public library service. India has yet to
go a long way in making public library service
universally available.

Today India has a much better socio-economic
infra-structure for the extension of public library
services at an accelerated rate. Thirty per cent of
the total population is literate, about 30,000 books
are published annually in the country and every
habitation unit up to a population of 5,000 is conne-
cted by a metalled road and has public electricity
supply.

Anti-Egalitarian Rules

The libraries established in the country since Inde-
pendence, whether under library legislation or exe-
cutive order, continue to ask for caution money
from intending borrowers. The caution money varies
from Rs. 10 per head per book to Rs. 30 per head
per book. These libraries have no doubt, dispensed
with the practice of charging an annual subscription,
but caution money itself is an inhibiting factor and
discourages enroiment of borrowers on a large scale.
A study of the operation of the existing libraries
would show that adjudged from their book resources
they are capable of serving a much larger number of
borrowers. It would be found that hardly one to
five per cent of the total book stock is out on loan



at one time whereas it could be much larger. The
situation is much worse in the case of libraries which
charge annual subscription in addition to caution
money. The practice of charging caution money and
subscription is anti-egalitarian in character and
has no place in the Indian society which has
made democtratisation of educational facilities its
cherished goal. We still pride in clinging to the
archaic financial rules framed in 1881 of holding the
Librarian responsible for- any loss of books
detected at the periodic stock taking. It is no wonder
that the Librarian for his own safety employs
ingenious devices to keep the users away from books.

The major obstacle in the speedier development of
public library services in India is finanecial. How
intractable this problem is would not perhaps be
appreciated unless one is closely associated with
the implementation of library development progra-
mmes. For instance, the Working Group on Libraries
of the Planning Commission in 1966 recommended
that Rs. 810 million be provided for developing
public libraries in the country in the Fourth Plan
but only Rs. 20 million or 6 per cent of this out-
lay was actually provided by the Central and State
Governments. Fixing targets in the Five Year Plans
is one thing and finding funds for reaching them
is quite another. The possibilities of providing
adequate funds in the Fifth Plan, which is scheduled
to commence from April 1, 1974, seem to be bleak
if the present trend is any indication.

Another equally disconcerting problem is that of
removing the wide disparity that exists between one
State and another in the level of expenditure on
public library development; for example, the State
of Uttar Pradesh would have spent on library
development during 1972-73 a sum of Rs. 428,000
or } paisa per capita against 16} paisa per capita in
Tamil Nadu which raises funds through a library rate.
It may be argued that India being a poor country
cannot afford to spend as much on the development
of libraries as the developed countties. | am afraid,
it is a fallacious statement. Let us look at some
more figures. The national per capita income in the
U.K. today is 19 times higher than that of India. It
means that India should spend 1/19 of what the U.K.
spends, but India spends only 1/200 of what the
U.K. spends on public library services. Similarly, the
national per capita income in the U.S. A. is 41
times higher. than that of India. India should,
therefore, spend 1/41 of what the U.S. A. spends
but India spends only 1/416 of what the U. S. A.
spends on the public library services. It means that
India is spending on public libraries only 1/10 of what
it can afford to do. Why India is not spending as
much as it can afford to is a moot point. The result
of India not doing so is that public libraries in India
provide only 1 book for every 100 citizens against 145
inthe U. K. and in the U. S. A. Similarly out of every
1 00 persons 37 are registered with public libraries
as borrowers in the U. K. and 25 in the uU. S. A.
against one out of every thousand in India- In
the U.K., every 100 persons borrow 512 books

Connemara Library of Madras, one of
the oldest and richest collections of

books in India. Itis adjacent to the

Madras Museum.

a year and in the U.S. A. 268 against 1.6 in India.

A significant development took place last year
when Rajah Rammohun Roy Library Foundation
was constituted by the Government of India, De-
partment of Culture, to support library development
programmes of the State Governments. The Foun=
dation has had a few meetings to chalk out its
programme of action. It has been decided to assist
the State Governments in establishing libraries in
the rural areas. Initially the Government of India
has placed at the disposal of the, Foundation Rs. B
million to be spent by March 31, 1974. Obviously it
is too small an amount to make an impactin a
country of the size of India. The success of the
Foundation will largely depend upon how generously
the Government of India is going to finance the
Eoundation and how judiciously the funds are going
to be spent. :

This present state of affairs will not improve unless
the country is willing to put in more money in
making the recorded knowledge accessible to every
citizen. India has, no doubt, done remarkably well
since Independence in the development of public
library services but she has yet to go a long way.
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Kerala with the highest literacy percentage in the country
is the only State in South India without a library legislation

Library Legislation in India

PLANNING COMMISSION'S MODEL BILL
CALLS FOR FREE SERVICE FOR ALL

C. A. Augustine

Lecturer in Library Science,

University of Kerala

P ublic libraries have been accepted as democratic

agencies for the education of the citizenry. They are
as necessary for the informal and life-long self-educa-
tion of the people as are schools and colleges for
formal education and cannot therefore be left to the
care of private generosity and benefaction. Public
funds should be provided for public libraries as for
schools and hospitals.

Unesco in its first international declaration on the
need and functions of the public library, has stated :

*“ As a democratic institution operated by the people
for the people, the public library should be: esta-
blished and maintained under clear authority of law :
supported wholly or mainly from public funds : open
for free use on equal terms to all members of the
community, regardless of occupation, creed, class or
race™.

Government can provide public library service
even on executive orders. Why then should legislation
be insisted upon in the case of libraries whereas
several other social institutions are run by Government
without any particular legislative base ?

The answer to this question is simple. Certainty in the
structure, management and resources and consistency
in policy are the most basic requisites for the proper
establishment, organisation and maintenance of a
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system of public library service. Executive orders
cannot guarantee this certainty. They are liable to
change in person and policy. Bat a law, once enacted
is almost permanent; if there is a change, it will
normally be for a better law.

Main objectives

The main objectives of public library legislation
should be:

(i) to guarantee the establishment, development
and maintenance of an integrated library service
tShrough a network of libraries throughout the

tate :

(ii) to create necessary library agencies and to define
their powers and functions so that the library
system may work alongthe most effective and
economic lines;

(iii) to ensure efficiency of service through the setting
up of a Department of Public Libraries and
through the employment of library personnel
who are qualified and competent to organise the
services on systematic lines;

(iv) to provide for adequate financial support on a
progressive basis through library cess and/or
through other means ;



(v) to ensure development of libraries on an
approved and uniform pattern and according to
accepted standards ;

(vi) to ensure that library service will be provided
free to all, regardiess of occupation, creed, class
or race ; and

(vii) to ensure that public library service is free from
political and other influence and all shades of
opinion are duly rtepresented in the book
collections.

The practice of running tax-supported public libraries
had 1ts beginning in the U. S. A. in 1840. In that year
the legislature of Massachusetts, enacted a Local
Library Act which empowered the City of Boston to
levy a tax for supporting the Boston Public Library.
In 1849 New Hampshire passed a separate Act for
the ¢ Establishment of Public Libraries”. The British
Public Libraries and Museum Act of 1850 was a
permissive Act and not a compelling one, which
allowed town couacils having a population of 10,000
or more to levy a rate not more than half penny per
pound of property tax. The British Act of 1850 was
later extended to Ireland in 1855 and the British
Parliament passed the first Library Act for New
Zealand in 1867. Canada had her first Library Act in
1851 for the States of Ontario and Quebec.

Argentina had an Act in 1870. Japan was the first
Asian country to have a library legislation which was
enacted in 1899.

Ranganathar Model

Attempts at public library legislation started in {India
in 1925 when the late Dr. S, R. Ranganathan
returned after his library education in England. In
1930 he presented a Model Library Act for Indian
States in the first All-Asia Educational Conference
held at Banaras. The draft met with the general
approval of many like-minded persons who partici-
pated in the Conference.

The Model Act provided for (i) the establishment
and maintenance of a system of public libraries and
for the comprehensive development apd organisation
of city, rural and other classes of library service in
the State; (ii) the Minister for Education to be the
State Library Authority responsible for the promotion
and organisation of a library system; (iii) a State
Librarian to be the Head of the Department of public
Libraries; (iv) a State Library Committee for advi-
sing the State Library Authority on matters relating
to public library service; (v) a Local Library Autho-
rity for every city with a population of 50,000 or
more, and for every district; (vi) a library cess to be
levied by each Local Library Authority at a rate to
be determined from time to time; and (vii) the obli-
gation on the part of the local bodies to levy the
library cess and on the part of the State Governments
to give grants for providing public library service.

Dr. Ranganathan later published this Model Act in
his works Five Laws of Library Science (1930) and
Library Development Plan (1950). This model was
subjected to revision in 1964 in the light of the later
experiences of the author. The major changes were
(iy the replacement of the Minister for Education by
a body corporate to be the State Library Authority
and (ii) the introduction of a wider tax base for the
library cess.

Dr. Ranganathan’s endeavour for library legislation
in the States was incessant. He ‘““devoted a life-time
to the problem...and nearly every Indian State has
been in consultation with him at one time or another
over legislation”. He drafted a bill for Bengal in 1931.
But it could not be passed in the Bengal legislature, the
main reason being the compulsory financial clause in
the bill. In 1933 he drafted a bill for the Madras
State  This came out of the Select Committee stage,
but was not passed. Another unsuccessful attempt
was made in Madras in 1937. His third attempt in
Madras in 1946 became fruitful, though the final Act
showed serious- changes from his own draft. Dr.
Ranganathan drafted bills for several other States
Central Provinces (1946), Cochin (1947), Travancore
(1947), Bombay (1947), United Provinces (1949},
Hyderabad (1953), Madhya Pradesh (1957), Andhra
Pradesh (1957), West Bengal (1958), Uttar Pradesh
(1958), Kerala (1960), Mysore (1961) and Assam (1964).

Unremitting Efforts

Besides Dr. Ranganathan, a few others also have
drafted bills for certain States. For example, P. N.
Kaula drafted in 1955 one for Kashmir and another
for Delhi, and R. L. Mittal for Punjab in 1962. The
Government of India also drew the attention of the
State Governments to the need for library legislation.
In 1960, in pursuance of the recommendations of the
Advisory Committee on Libraries, a committee under
the chairmanship of M. D. Sen was appointed to
draft a model library bill. The bill drafted was later
sent to all the State Governments, Again in 1965, a
slightly revised version of the above model bill was
issued to the State Governments by the Working
Group on Libraries in the Planning Commission.
In spite of all these unremitting efforts by people like
Dr. Ranganathan and bhis disciples, the various State
Library Associations, and the special initiative shown
by the Union Government, only four States have so
far enacted library laws. (Madras Public Library
Act, 1948, Hyderabad Public Libraries Act, 1955;
which was later replaced by the Andhra Pradesh
Public Libraries Act, 1960; Mysore Public Libraries
Act, 1965; and Maharashtra Public Libraries Act,
1967).

Comparative Study

Although Madras was the first State to pass library
legislation in the country, it is generally agreed that
its Act is defective in many respects. The Andhra
Act is a great improvement on the former, corre-
cting many of its defects. The Mysore Act has
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taken features from both these previous ones and is
a further improvement on them. The Maharashtra
Act has more differences than agreement with the
other Acts. A comparative study of these Acts in
respect of some of their salient features would be
worthwhile.

The organisation of a comprehensive library service
in the State through the establishment and mainte-
nance of public libraries is the purpose behind all
the Acts. Both the Madras and Mysore Acts have
qualified their purpose as the .organisation of a
comprehensive “rural and urban® library service.
The Hyderabad Act had agreed with them. But the
Maharastra Act only seeks “to provide for the esta-
blishment, maintenance, organisation and develop-
ment of public libraries in the State”. The omission
of the phrase ““‘comprehensive library service” is a
very glaring one.

What is a Public Library

What is then a public library? As for the Madras
Act, it is only “‘a library established or maintained
by a Local Library Authority and includes the
branches and delivery stations of such library. In
the other Acts, Libraries run by the Government or
by the local bodies that are open to the public and
aided libraries are also brought into the scope of a
public library’s definition. But one may note that
none of the Acts has incorporated the internationally
accepted characteristic of a public library in the
definition, namely that its service should be free fol
all. The Planning Commission’s Model Library Birl
has done this. It has defined a public library as ‘““a
library within the public library system of the State
maintained from public funds which permits borrow-
ing withount charging any fees, deposits, subscriptions,
or asking for any other forms of guarantee’’. The
Madras Act on the contrary has even permitted the
Local Library Authorities to make regulations pro-
viding for admission fees. The Andhra Act has
prescribed that no admission fee shall be charged,
but it is not clear whether a fee can be charged for
borrowing books. )

Three-Tier Structure

A three—tier structure is the pattern introduced by
all the Acts. At the topmost tier, there is the State
Central Library, which is the apex of the public
library system in the State, to function as the central
reservoir and also as a reference library. Af the
second tier, a bipartite organisation of rural and
urban services is provided for.

Since the nature of services needed by the urban
people and rural people varies, separate organisations
for the two categories are justifiable. Moreover, the
financial resources that the city areas can command
will be considerably more than the rural areas. Thc
specialised and more expensive services that the city
people need can be met from their own resources.
To club urban areas and rural areas as_single units
may result in the dissipation and draining away of
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the resources of urban areas.

For providing a separate city library service, the norm
prescribed in the Mysore Act is a municipal area with
a population of 10,000 or more. There are five such
city library areas now in Mysore. In the Madras
Act, there is provision for only one, namely Madras
city, in the Andhra Act, one for Hyderabad and
Secunderabad; and in the Maharashtra Act, one for
Greater Bombay. The Madras, Andhra and Mysore
Acts provide for a City Central Library for each of
the prescribed city areas and a District Central Libr-
ary for each of the rural areas. The Maharashtra
Act'has provision for a City Central Library for
Greater Bombay and Divisional Library for each
Division.

In the third tier of the public library system, there
are the Branch Libraries, Delivery Stations and Mob-
ile Libraries which are owned and operated by the
Central Libraries. The Maharashtra Act does not
go beyond the second tier to provide state-owned
public libraries, but relies on local bodies, societies
or trusts in giving library service in local areas.

Viable Units

In this three-tier set up, each Local Library Authority
is a viable unit, almost self-contained with a common
book stock, integrated service and a unified manage-
ment while the state-wide network is completed by
the State Central Library functioning as the common
reservoir. However, it may be noted that in Madras,
the State Central Library has no duties in regard to
the District Libraries, nor have the District Libraries
to each other.

Frank M Gardner points out that the Madras Act?
does not in any way create a system of libraries.
Both the Madras and Andhra Acts cause a parallel
system of libraries to be developed side by side with
the public library system, namely that of grant-in-aid
libraries. The Director of Public Libraries is em-
powered to decide about their eligibility for govern-
ment grant subject to their satisfying the prescribed
conditions. But there appears to be mno provision
for the eventual merging of these libraries with the
public library system.

Final Authority Advisory

In all the four Acts, a body corporate is constituted
at the State level with statutory powers and functions.
In Madras and Andhra, it is called the State Library
Committee, in Maharashtra the State Library Council,
and in Mysore the State Library Authority. Irres-
pective of their names, these bodies are mainly advi-
sory in nature while the final authority rests with the
State Governments. Thus, the scheme does not
differ practically from what was prescribed in the
Model Library Act (1930) of Dr. Ranganathan,
namely ‘‘the Minister for Education shall be the State
Library Authority”.

The constitution of the corporate bodies in the Acts



is partly by nomination and partly by election from
different sections of the community more concerned
with the public library services. They include Heads
of Government Departments, Legislators, Syndicate
members of Universities, nominees of State Library
Associations and experts in library science. The
membership is 17 in Madras, 27 in Andhra, 20 in
Mysore and about 22 in Maharashtra. The Minister
for Education is the Chairman and the State Librarian
or the Director of Libraries is the Secretary of the
Committee, except in Madras where the Special
Officer assisting the Director is the Secretary. In
Mysore, the State Librarian is the ex officio Secretary
of the Authority but he is not a member.

Each local library area, whether urban or rural,
will have its own Local Library Authority duly
coanstituted for the purpose. The City Library Autho-
rity or the Distric Library Authority will be respon-
sible for the establishment, organisation and develop-
ment of public library service in its area of jurisdiction
subject to the approval of the State Library Authority.
The constitution of these authorities, again, is partly
by election and parily by nomination from various
sections of the community and officials.

Administration and Control

All the Acts have laid down provisions for a separate
Department in the Government for the administration
and control of the public library system, headed by a
Director of Libraries. 1n Mysore, he is designated as
State Librarian. Both Mysore and Maharashtra Acts
have stipulated that he shall be a whole-time officer
with prescribed qualifications. The Madras and
Andhra Acts are silent on this point. Had the necessary
library science qualification for the Director been
prescribed in the Act, non-librarians without technical
know-how and professional spirit of service could
have been prevented from being appointed to this key
post. In Madras, until recently, the Director of Pu blic
Instruction, a layman as far as library service is con-
cerned, was designated as the Director of Public
Libraries.

Except for the Maharashtra Act every Library Act
has introduced a library cess. In Maharashtra, the
public library finance constitutes Government contri-
bution of a sum not less than Rs 25 lakh every year.
In Madras, the library cess is in the form of a
surcharge on property tax or house tax at the rate
of six paisa per rupee. In Andbra, it is four paisa
per rupee. In either case the rate can be enhanced
by the Government, but in Andhra, this is subject
to a limit of eight paisa. Thereis a provision, in both
cases, for matching grant by the government, of a
sum not less than the cess collected by the Local
Library Authorities in their areas. The cess rate in
Mysore is three paisa per rupee as surcharge on tax
on land and buildings in the District Library Autho-
rity areas. In the city areas, the tax base is wider. In
addition to the tax on land and buildings, tax on
entry of goods into the area for consumption, use or
sale, tax on vehicles and tax on professions, trades,
callings and employment constitute the base for library

cess. The rate can also be enhanced up to six paisa.
There is also provision for giving Government grant
to Local Library Authorities to the tune of three per
cent of the land revenue collected in the district.
All the Acts provide for special government grants
for specific purposes.

Legislation in Kerala

Mention was made about the library bills drafted by
Dr. Ranganathan in 1946 for the erstwhile States of
Cochin and Travancore. These were on the initiative
of the late Shri Panampilli Govinda Menon, the then
Minister for Education in Cochin and the late
Dr. C. P. Ramaswamy Iyer, the then Dewan of Tra-
vancore. Dr. Rangapathan had also appended to
these bills a thirty-year library development plan for
éach of the States In 1959 he was again approached,
this time by Shri E. M. § Namboodiripad, the then
Chief Minister of Kerala and Shri Joseph Mundas-
serry, the then Minister for Education. He visited
Kerala as a consultant to the Government for advice
on the development of the library system in the State
and a library legislatton. Soon afterwards he
presented his Library Development Plan for Kerala
State anda draft library bill.

In several respects this draft bill was an improvement
on the Madras Act, and at the same time in agreement
with the main provisions of the Model Act, 1930.
One main difference from the Model Act was regar-
ding the Local Library Authorities for urban and
rural areas. These were to be constituted separate
from the Corporation Council and the District
Boards. The draft bill included a library cess in the
form of a surcharge on the house tax in the urban
areas and on the basic Iand tax in the rural areas, at.
the rate of five per cent on the former and two per-
cent on the latter, or alternatively at five per cent on
both. This bill could uot be presented in the legis-
lature on account of the premature fall of the E. M. S.
Ministry.

The succeeding Governments also proposed legisla-
tion for libraries but due to one reason or the
other their attempts did not bear fruit. One of the
reasons was the differences of opinion among those
concerned over the pattern of legislation. The pre-
sent Government has also circulated among the legi-
slators a draft bill, namely the Kerala Public Libraries
Bill, 1971. It is hoped that this will come up for
discussion in the Assembly before long.

Kerala Public Libraries Bill, 1971

The main provisions in the Kerala Public Libraries
Bill, 1971 are for:-

(i) The establishment and maintenance of
public libraries, and the development and organisation
of a comprehensive rural and urban library service
in Kerala.

(ii) A State Library Authority as a body cor-
porate with powers and functions like advising the
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Government on all matters connected with the admi-

‘nistration of the Act, co-ordinating the working of
the District Library Authorities, superintending and
directing all matters relating to library service in the
State, and appointing and controlling officers and
servants for the public library system. The Minister
for Education is the Chairman and the Director of
Libraries the Secretary of the Authority. Members
include nominees of the Goverament, representatives
of all universities in the State, Kerala Grandhasala
Sangham, District Library Authorities, literary and
cultural organisations like the Sahitya, Sangeetha-
Nataka, and Lalitha Kala Akademies and so on. The
Kerala Grandhasala Sangham gets the largest repre-
senlation as a single organisation.

(iii) A District Library Authority for each of the
districts in the State. It shall be a body corporate
with representation in it for those who are concerned
with library service in the district. Each District
Library Authority shall be responsible, for providing
library service to the persons residing in the district,
and to supervise, co-ordinate and control the library
service in the district. It may prepare a District
Library Development Plan for establishing, co-ordi-
nating and spreading library service within the
district and implement the same on obtaining the
sanction from the Governmet.

(iv) Each District Library Authority shall levy a
library cess of not more than 10 per cent of the
property tax. Government may make an annual
grant to every District Library Authority, of a sum

not below the amount collected by way of library
CeSS.

(v) The bill provides for a separate Department of
Libraries with a Director of Libraries having the pres-
cribed qualifications, as Head of the Department.
He shall be the chief executive officer of the State
Library Authority with prescribed - powers and
functions.

(vi) It lays down that all libraries affiliated to the
Kerala Grandhasala Sangham in each district be
transferred to the District Library Authority of that
district, with their assets, labilities and staff.

The Kerala Puoblic Libraries Bill, 1971 is not free
from defects. A critical study of the bill is not
attempted here for want of space. Criticisms have
arisen from all quarters against some provisions or
the other in the bill. However, considering that
the purpose.of library legislation is to bring about an
integrated public library system in the State and to
make statutory provisions for adequate financial
support to such a system, this bill can, with necessary
modifications, form a basis for a library legislation
suited for our State. It is a paradox that Kerala
with its highest rate of literacy is the only State in
South India which has no library legislation. This
drawback hasto be remedied at the earliest so that
we can keep pace with the development of the neigh-
bouring States.

1 Gardner. Frank M. Public Library Legislation ; A Compa—
rative Study (Paris,Unesco, 1971). P 272
2 Ibid P.266
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All that Mankind has done, thought, gained, or been: it is lying as in
magic preservation in the pages of Books...

All that a university of final highest school can do for us, is still but
what the first school began doing-teach us to read-

Thomas Carlyle

Every man who knows how to read has it in his
power to magnify himself, to multiply the ways
in which he exists, to make his life full,
significant and interesting,

Aldous Huxley

What is needed is not this or that specific piece of information, but such knowledge as inspires a
conception of the ends of human life as a whole: art and history, acquaintance with the lives of
heroic individuals, and some understanding of the strangely accidental and ephemeral position of man
in the cosmos - all this touched with an emotion of pride in what is distinctively human, the power
to see and to know, to feel magnanimously and to think with understanding.

Bertrand Russell
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U. S. Library of Congress main building, in
Italian Renaissance style, sits on Capitol 'Hill

The building was erected in 1897.

The U. S. Library of Congress in Washington was founded in
1800, and became the national library of the United States of
America. With its magnificent collections of books, manuscripts,
music, prints and maps, the Library of Congress is now one of the
greatest libraries in the world.

The library has 85,200,777 books, pamphlets, manuscripts, music,
microfilms, recordings, photographic prints, of which 16,022,327
are books and pamphlets. Through deposit under the Copyright
Law, exchanges with foreign governments and learned societies, and
purchase, it adds over 20,000,000 pieces to its collection each year,
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THE WORLD'S LARGEST

Library of Congress

GREATEST NATIONAL CENTRE FOR CUI:T}JRE, RESEARCH
AND AMERICANA IN THE U. S. A,

Michael J. Bandler

A towering old building across the plaza from the
east front of the United States Capitol houses the
omnifunctional U. S. Library of Congress. No site
in the United States is the focal point for a broader
series of activities than the ornate, ltalian Renai-
sance structure standing alongside the gleaming
white building that houses the Supreme Court of
the United States,

Created in 1800 by an Act of Congress, the Library
has as its primaty responsibility the providing of
reference and research data to the members of the
Senate and House of Representatives. In addition to
acquiring and organising the materials, the Library
conducts research on legislative issues for individual
Congressmen and Congressional committees. The
Congress, in turn, shares the material with the
public, with the other branches of the Federal
Government and with the State Governments,

Built during the 1890's to store material that outgrew
its original facilities in the Capitol, the Library has
played numerous roles over the past six decades—as
one of the three nationa! libraries and research
centres; as a combination museum-gallery-archive
and as a hub of’cultural activities.

This, of course, is only the beginning. The latest

annual report of the Library reveals_a host of projeqts,
including overseas operations, services to the blind
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and preservation and restoration of maps and other
items,

During the fiscal year July 1, 1968 to June 30, 1969
— the most recent period for which statistics are
available —the library acquired 367,156 new books
and pamphlets, more than 13,000 reels of news-
papers and microfilm and some 467,000 manuscripts.
The Library has over 29 million manuscripts, about
14.5 million volumes and pamphlets and more than
three million maps. This wealth of material is in the
main building, an annex built in 1939, and in eleven
other buildings in the Washington area.

In 1901, the Congress authorised a distribution
service for the Library’'s printed catalogue cards, and
the institution now serves as a cataloguing and biblio-
graphic center for private, municipal and academic
libraries across the nation. Cataloguing information
is now being transferred to computers. The Library's
national union catalogue provides monthly informa-
tion in America’s library resources, reporting where
important research papers and books can be found in
the major libraries of the United States and Canads.

As one of the nation’s three national research centres
- the others are the National Agricultural Library and
the National Library of Medicine - the Library of
Congress offers direct service to the public. One need
not apply for membership to use the research facilities
in the stucco-domed reading room and its stacks.



Always alert for new ideas, the Library in 1962

initiated one of its most ambitious projects, its
overseas operations. Using funds available under
U. S. aid programs involving sales of agricultural
products in other countries, the Library began acqui-
ring books, periodicals and documents from India,
Pakistan and the United Arab Republic for desi-
gnated American Libraries. The money was also
used to pay local staffs in the first two offices,
established in Cairo and New Delhi. The programme
has been extended to Israel, Indonesia, Nepal, Ceylon
and Yugoslavia. :

Overseas Operations

More than 40 private and public libraries across the
nation participate in the project, receiving both fore-
ign-language and English publications from the seven

S

Main reading room in the Library of
Congress. |t can accommodate 128
readers at the spacious circular
desks. Researchers make their sele-
ctions from the card catalogue files
apd present their slips to the libra-
rians standing at the circular desk
in the centre. The selection is pro-
cured from the Library’s 11 million
bqoks and pamphlets and within
minutes, the scholar’s books are
brought to his desk.
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countries. Yale University and the New York Public
Library system are examples of reference systems
that receive sets of material from all seven countries.

A second overseas project—the National Program for
Acquisitions and Cataloguing (NPAC)—was devised
in 1965 to provide cataloguing for American Libraries
on a national basis. Before then, research libraries
in the United States were compelled to catalogue
foreign books by themselves; this led to competition
for scarce cataloguers and to a wasteful duplication
of effort. NPAC, which formed part of the Higher
Education Act of 1965, provided the solution.

One of the more important roles of the Library over
the past century has been as registrar of creative
work in various fields. Literature, motion pictures,
music, advertising and art—for copyright in the
United States.
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Copyright Registration

The copyright registration function was centralised
in the Library in 1870. Over the years, it has grown,
as has the copyright office, to deal with the substan-
tial increase in number of items submitted for regist-
ration. During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1969,
nearly 327,000 applications and documents were
submitted.

Works deposited in the copyright office may be
selected for the Library’s collections.

Visitors to the Library of Congress, more often than
not, take a guided tour that emphasises the majestic
main reading room, with its brown and red-brown
marble walls and its eight alcoves, on three levels
behind Renaissance marble arches. Buta quiet,
unescorted stroll through some of the more secluded
corridors reveals many fascinating exhibits that are
changed periodically. One dark, untravelled hallway,
for example, recently bade visitors to recall ““games
people played”. |In lighted glass cases stretched
over two wings, the exhibit of posters, musical
accres and advertisements peortrayed the leisure-

Archive of Folk Song in the Library of Congress,
Washington. The Archive, which was established
in 1928, has the largest collection of folk music
and folk music reference books in the United
States.

Coolidge Auditorium of the Library is the centre
of cultural activities, which range from music to
poetry readings and from film to drama. The
Juilliard String Quartet, pictured here, is one of
the popular attractions.
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The main reference and
reading room of the Library

time activities of Americans during the latter half
of the 19th century—from fishing to horse racing.

In another location —the central corridor of the
tourists’ entrance — posters depicted life at the turn
of the century in France, England, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United States. Also on view
were manuscripts, maps and rare books commemor-
ating the tricentennial of the State of South Carolina,
and high-quality graphic art produced in Eastern
Europe in recent years.

History bursts into life in the main building’s
second floor permanent exhibit area, featuring collec-
tions of rare books and manusctipts. Included are an
engrossed copy of the Bill of Rights and a rough
draft of the Declaration of Independance, memoranda
handwritten by George Washington and Thomas
Jefferson ; first and third Presidents of the United
States: and documents and letfers drafted by
Presidents Abraham Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt and
Woodrow Wilson.

The Library of Congress takes pride in its cultural
activities, as well as its better advertised research
functions. The weekly concett programme in the
Coolidge Auditorium are popular and inexpensive :
the admission price is only 25 cents, forwhich the
audience can hear such outstanding groups as the
Juilliard String Quartet and the New York Pro Musics
as well as popular soloists.

Under the leadership of the Consultant in Poetry—
appointed by the Library for a two-year term—the
institution sponsors periodic literary’ events, more
often than not serving as a springboard for young
poets. The most significant event of 1970 was the
International Poetry Festival, which brought together
a number of poets from other countries for readings
and discussions of the nature of the art.

With its collection of 60' million pieces and its seven-
day-a-week service to the public day and night, the
Library of Congress plays a role whose scope was
nnforeseen by its founders 170 years ago.

37
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The general reading hall of the Lenin
Library, Moscow
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The Lenin State Library is one of the largest in the world. The -

Soviet people take pride in the library which is visited by hundreds
of thousands of Soviet citizens and foreign guests from many countries.
There are over twenty six million volumes in the library. Hundreds of
books, journals and newspapers from more than a hundred countries of
the world come in daily.

The reader can get a copy of almost any of the 550,000 books put out
on the territory of Russia in the period between 1564 and 1917 and of
the million volumes put out duting 56 years of Soviet power.

Some 8000 Soviet newspapers, 16,000 foreign juornals and about
1000 foreign newspapers are at the readers’ disposal in a special hall of
current periodicals. It is daily visited by 10000 Muscovites, people
from other towns and villages and foreign readers. Conveyers, narrow-
gauge railway and pneumatic shuttles help the librarian.

The readers receive 40,000 — 45,000 books a day in the 22 reading
rooms.
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OVER 26 MILLION VOLUMES

Lenin

HUNNDREDS

State Library

OF BOOKS AND JOURNALS COME IN

DAILY FROM A HUNDRED COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD

Elvira Kuzina
Deputy Chief of the International Book
Department at the Lenin State Library Exchange

Maxim Gorky wrote half a century ago: ‘A book
is, perhaps, the most difficult and greatest miracle
of all miracles created by man on his path to happi-
ness and a bright future.”” Today, when the peoples
of the world are marking the International Book Year,
these words ring out with new strength.

Soviet people love books. By avid reading they
benefit themselves as best as they can. There are
360,000 libraries in the U. S. S. R.  And there are
different types of them: mass, technical, educational,
scientific as well as children’s and many others.
These libraries have a total stock of 3,300 million
volumes. In this vast country, there is not a single
populated centre without a library or its branch, or
mobile libraries. Inthe U. S. S. R. there are 180
million readers; every third person makes use of
library books.

Three Soviet Libraries—the Lenin Library in Moscow,
the Saltykov-Shchedrin and the Library of the
Academy of Sciences of the U. S. S. R. in Leningrad—

have a total of some 50 million books, magazines
annual files of newspapers and other publications.

The Lenin State Library is one of the largest in the
wortld. The Soviet people take pride in the library
which is visited by hundreds of thousands of Soviet
citizens and foreign guests from many countries.
There are over 26 million volumes in the library.
Hundreds of books, journals and newspapers from
more than a hundred countries of the world come in

daily.

First Printed Bible

The library has a number of rare books. Such books
include the first Russian and West European publi-
cations, the incunabula - books published in the
15th century. In the rare books department the
visitor will afso find a copy of the first printed book—
the Bible, printed on Johann Gutenberg’s press in
1455: ~“Apostle’’, the first Russian book put out by
lvan Fedorov, the pioneer of Russian printing. The
first issue of the first Russian printed newspaper
Vedomosti which came out at the beginning of
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1703, and the first book printed by Russian type—
“Geometry of Slovenian Geodetics'” (1708) are also
among pride possessions of the library,

The manuscript department is no less than archives
of revolutionaries, statesmen and political leaders.
The collection of manuscripts, mainly Russian and
Slavic, reaches 30,000 with the earliest of them
dating back to the 11th century. Arabic, Greek and
Persian manuscripts, autographs by Giordano Bruno,
Copernicus, Munster, Voltaire, Rousseau, Walter
Scott, Dickens, Goethe, Romain Rolland, Wagner,
Liszt, Napoleon and many other well-known represent
atives of various epochs and countries are on the
department’s shelves, There are books by the great
Russian writers, Gogol, Turgenev, Nekrasov,
Dostoyevsky, Chekhov and Korelenko.

Ten Thousand Visitors

The reader can get a copy of almost any of the
550,000 books published in the territory of Russia in
the period between 1564 and 1917 and of the
2 million volumes put out during 56 years of Soviet
power,

Some 8,000 Soviet newspapers, 16,0600 foreign
journals and about 1,000 foreign newspapers are at
the reader's disposal in a special hall of current
periodicals.

Three Soviet Libraries Have 50 Million Books

taken of them. As time passes, the paper becomes
brittle and fragile, the text fades and sometimes even
becomes extinct. In order to extend a book’s life, it
must have the necessary climate, optimal conditions
of storage, a definite temperature and air humidity,
The system of ventilation and air conditioning at the
Lenin Library ensures such conditions. The hygisne
and restoration department ‘‘ treats ** books: a book
comes out “rejuveneted”’, paper is covered with poly-
meric substance and is laminated, the leather covers
of old books and parchment manuscripts are made
softer. -

The Lenin Library is a centre of scientific
thinking in library science, in the theory of biblio-
graphy and book history. Its staff members are
engaged in numerous scientific research projects.
They devote attention to the use of mass imedia
(radio, television, press) to popularise books, to
scientific principles of locating libraries, to centralis-
ing the library servicing of the population and many
other subjects.

The library publishes works of its own such as
“Notes of the Manuscript Department’’, collections
Jike “Libraries in USSR"’, and “Library Science and

In the U. S. S. R., every third person makes use of library books.

Some statistics will give an idea of the scope of the
library's work. It is daily visited by 10,000 Musco-
vites, people from other towns and villages and for-
eign readers. Conveyors, narrow gauge railway and
pneumatic shuttles help the librarian. The readers
receive 40,000—45,000 books a day inthe 22 reading
rooms.

Information in writing, orally over the phone or tele-
type is given in reply to more than 130,000 enquiries
made by readers annually.

Ready Assistance

The reader, no matter how educated he may be,
needs the help of a librarian. Catalogues, card and
bibliographical indices, book exhibitions, all this
done by the librarians, help to provide the necessary
information. Electronic computers help considerably.
The specialists in different branches of science,
technology, national economy and culture are readily
provided with bibliographic information. The
libraries in the country and their numerous readers
can receive effective information on new publications
issued throughout the world.

The books must be preserved for our descendants for
centuries to come. That is why good care must be
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Bibliography Abroad”, major bibliographies, metho-
dological appliances and recommendations. All
these help the librarians in popularising books and
in moulding the reading public.




A section of the gallery of the
famous Reading Room at the
British Museum

SEVEN MILLION VOLUMES

British Museum Library

EXHIBITS FROM ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS

The British Museum, Great Russell Street, London, is one of the great
national libraries of the wotld, the home of a very comprehensive
collection of printed books and manuscripts, in both western and
oriental languages, of maps, of music and of prints and drawings. It
is also the National Museum of Archaeology, containing a very large
number of works of art other than paintings, from all lands and of
every period right down to the present.
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A general view of the Reading
Room at the British Museum.
Its dome is the second largest
in the world.

The reading room, built between
1854 and 1857, is also very
famous. [t was built at the
insistence of Antonio Panizzi,
Keeper (and later Principal Kee-
per) of the Department of Prin-
ted Books, and its dome is the
second largest in the world.

The library itself contains over
seven million volumes, partly
as a result of gifts, bequests,
purchases and international ex-
changes and partly because of
the provisions of the Copyright
Act 1911, under which a copy
ofi every book, periodical and
newspaper published in Britain
must be deposited in the muse-
um. The government’s propo-
sals to combine the British
Museum library with certain
others to create a single nation-
al libraries organisation (The
British Library), with new build-
ings for the reference and rese-
arch section near the British
Museum in Bloomsbury, were
published early in 1971. 2

During recent years the museum
has expanded its services in or-
der to meet a growing demand
Besides the production of pho-
tographs, guides, handbooks
and scholarly monographs the
museum now has a fast expand-
ing microfilm and photocopying
service. In addition, the methods
of displaying the exhibits have
been greatly improved with
modern technigues, and among
other developments is the work
of the research laboratory on
methods of determining the age
of archaeological specimens by
radio carbon dating, and the
evolution of new techniques of
conservation and restoration.

TRIVANDRUM PUBLIC LIBRARY .

The_mUSeum’s creation was largely a matter of chance.
Parliament was persuaded to enact a Bill for the acquisition of two very
important private collections and for the establishment of a museum to
house these and other items. The repository eventually chosen was
Montagu House, Bloomsbury, London, which, however, required
several years for renovation and conversion, and the museum was

In 1735,

opened to the public in 1759. Later, between 1823 and 1847, the

young architect Robert Smirke created a new building, which became
the museum virtually as it is today.

The exhibits themselves include examples from the ancient Egyptian,

Greek, Roman, Chinese, Japanese, Indian, African and European
cultures. The Egyptian mummies are especially famous.
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Harvard undergraduates in the only library on the university’s
campus built expressly for their use. |ts facilities include private
study cubicles.

‘Harvard University Library

WORLD'L LARGEST UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

Founded in 1638 with 400 books donated by John Harvard, now more than three centuries later,

the Harvard University Library is the largest university library in the world, and it is the second
largest of anykind in the United States, the first being the U. S. Library of Congress in Washington.
The library has 8,500,000 volumes, 50,000 current periodicals, 58,000 microfilm reels and 700,000
other units of microtext. In addition to its central library, it has libraries connected with the
university’s different departments, its many museums, laboratories and research institutes and offices.

Scholars from all parts of the world look to the Harvard Library for the numerous collections of
breadth and validity it has built in many fields. lts collections extend beyond the horizon of the
United States, and covers subjects such as Central European history, Icelandic literature, mediaeval
romances, and even Sanskrit. It is rich in its collections of incunabula, law, anthropology, literary
manuscripts and fine arts. ;
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Repository of South Asian culture

India Office Library

SERVES THE WORLD’S INDOLOGISTS

Kottoor Sreedharan Nair

The India Office Library and the India Office
Records now exist together in one building at
197 Blackfriars Road, London, in the United King-
dom. These are two separate organisations under
the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
The Libraty and the Record Office are, nevertheless,
intimately associated both historically and in
function.

The Indja Office Records, with a history going
back to 1771, holds the extant archives of the
East India Company and the Board of Control and
their legal successor, the India Office. The India
Office Library was created in the first instance by
the East India Company and continued to exist
later as the library of the India Office after the
Company’s dissolution in 1858, following the
first War of Indian Independence, otherwise called
the Indian Mutiny.

When in 1947, after the transfer of power, the
India Office itself became extinct, both ‘‘Library”
and ‘Records’” wetre transferred to the Common-
wealth Relations Office. The  two organisations
have always been housed in the same building
and today operate under a unified direction, the
India Office Librarian being also, since 1954,
Keeper of the Records. Further the archive and
other resources of the India Office Records could
only be consulted in the joint Reading Room
which serves both <“Library’* and ‘‘Records”. In

TRIVANDRUM PUBLIC LIBRARY

effect, therefore, the resources of the India Office
Library and the india Office Records, hamely prin-
ted books, manuscripts, archives, maps, drawings
and photographs constitute a single corpus of
material for study and research.

Repository of Oriental Books

The Directors of the “Honourable East India Com~
pany’‘ founded a Library in 1801 to establish a
public repository for the safe custody of oriental
books and manuscripts placed in its care by its
servants in India and by others. Not content to
remain mere passive recipients of such valuable
material, the Company’s Directors adopted very
early a systematic policy of strengthening not
only the “Library’ but also the Museum, illus-
trating Indian art, antiquities, social life and
natural history which was growing up alongside
the “’Library*’.

In 1858, on the transfer of the East India Com-
pany’'s powers and material possessions to the
British Crown, the “Library’” with its associated
Museum (whose properties were later, mainly in
1879, dispersed among other institutions in London),
came under the administration of the newly created
Department of the Secretary of State for India, the
India Office.

With the end of the India Office in August 1947,



This is the fourth home of the India Office Library
and India Office Records, started by the East India
Company. This building on Blackfriars Road, London
was opened in 1967.

consequent on the Indian Independence Act of that
year, the India Office Library and its sister orga-
nisation, the India Office Records, came under the
control of the Secretary of State for Common-
wealth Relations, to whom the responsibility for
the conduct of relations with India and Pakistan
was transferred.

Official Reference

The India Office Library, throughout its history, has
fulfilled two distinct purposes. It has served as a
library of official reference, initially for the East India
Company’s Court of Directors, after 1858 for the Sec-
retary of State for India in Council, and from Septe-
_mber 1947 for the Secretary of State for Common-
wealth Relations. Concurrently, it has also function-
ed as a learned library for the use of orientalists.

The East India Company’s primary objective in foun-
ding the library was, as already noted, the safe
preservation of oriental materials in its charge. These
accumulations were, from the very outset, made
accessible to the scholars and were constantly au-
gmented by a considered policy of expansion as well
as by the munificence of many private benefactors.

After Queen Victoria was made Empress of India in

1858, successive Secretaries of State for India wisely
continued the East India Company’s enlightened dire
ction of the” Library’’. The printed books which form-
ed the core of this growing repository of South Asian

_culture were from the outset inevitably used for refe-

rence in the official conduct of business. It was thus
partly by design, and partly by historical accident,
the East India Company’s library became both a spe-
cialist learned library serving the needs of Indologi-
sts all over the world, and the official reference
library of a Government department.

Four Different Homes

The “Library’ ‘has had fourdifferent homes to date, all
of them in London. Its life was begun in East India
House, Leadenhall Street, the East India Company's
Headquarters, and remained there till 1860, when it
was moved to its temporary quarters in Cannon Row
which it occupied while the India Office was being
built in Whitehall. It moved to the India Office in
1867 and remained there for a century. In 1967 both
the India Office library and India Office Records
were transferred to new premises which had been
adapted and equipped for them at 197, Blackfriars
Road, London, S. E. 1
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Main Resources

The resources of the India Office Library ahd India
Office Records fall into four main categories: printed
books, manuscripts, drawings and prints, and pho-
tographs. Additionally there are a few miscellaneous
minor properties such as coins, lantern slides and
textile samples. A division between ‘/European’:
and ‘’Oriental‘* is fundamental in the printed books
and in the manuscripts, the European printed books
and manuscripts being those in the languages of
Europe, the Oriental, naturally, in Oriental langua-
ges. The drawings, likewise, fall into two groups,
those by European artists and those by Oriental.
The printed books in European languages form a
unified collection, the European Printed Books,
with its own catalogue. The manuscripts in Euro-
pean languages similarly form a single group, the
European Manuscripts. also separately catalogued.
On the other hand, both books and manuscripts in
Oriental languages are divided into separate lang-
uage collections, each with its own catalogue: for
example, the Sanskrit books, the Tibetan manus-
cripts. The sections shown below which describe
these collections are arranged according to the
following classification of languages, a classification
based purely on administrative convenience and on
the extent of the Library’s resources in each language

§mmwmmwmmwmwwwwm AVANWVANANA [VAVWWVWAAWAAD

N.C.E.R.T. BOOKS FOR CHILDREN

BUSINESS MANAGER,
Publication Unit, National Council of Educational Research and Training,

rather than on consistent linguistic or geographical
principles:

Classical

Arabic, Persian, Sanskrit and Prakrit, Pali, Tibetan, Khotanese,
Kuchean, Avestan and Pahlevi, Chinese.

Modern Indian and Pakistani:

Indo-Aryan (Assamese, Bengali etc.) Iranian (Baluchi, Pashto etc,
Dravidian (Brahui, Kanarese etc), Munda (Kharia, Kurku etc),
Mon-Khmer (Khasi, Mon etc), Burmese Other Tibeto-Burman
(Abor-Miri, Bhotia etc), Other Oriental languages (Ahom, Aramic
etc)

Materials in the India Office Records are derived from
four different administrations: the East India Company
1600 to 1858; the Board of Control 1784 to 1858;
the India Office, 1858 to 1947 and the Burma Office,
1937 to 1947. These fall into four broad categories:

(a) Oriental Records, that is, archives {more than 170,000
volumes and unbound files);

(b) Official publications of both the United Kingdom and pre-
1947 India (about 100,000 volumes);

(c) WMaps, printed manuscripts (about 20,000);

(d) A collection of statues and busts, oil paintings. water-col-
ours and other drawings, prints, photographs, and certain misce
llaneous “‘relics’* of the East India Company and the India Office-
such as, medals, small arms, and other weapons, and ship model.

17. Iswara Chandra Vidyasagar 1.30 é

18. Drama in Schools 2.90

19. Legends of India 3.00

20. The School and the Communily 1.00

21. Mirza Ghalib 1.00

22. The Life of Insects 060

23. Non-Flowering Plants of Himalaya 3.60

24. The Discovery of the Oceans 145

25. The Universe 6.50

26. We=apons: Old and New 225

27. The Life and Work of Meghnad Saha 1.70

28. Our Agriculture 1.40

29. The Romance of Transport 2.30

30. Raja Rammohan Roy (Modern Reformer) 1.10

31. ABC of the Atom 3.60

32. Sri Ramakrishna 0.90

33, Sri Aurobindo 1.00 §
7. Gautama Buddha (Hindi) 070 ¢
8. Lucknow Mein Residency Ka Ghera (Hindi) 2.00
9. Maha Kavi Kalidas (Hindi) 1.65

10. Antriksh Mein Hamari Prithvi 0.90

11. XKabir (Hindi) 1.00 §

12. Sab Ke Bapu (Urdu) 0.55

13, Hamara Zism (Urdu) 3.25 §

-Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi-16 -
ATV TAAA AL VAAAAMA TP AV AVVMATMAAAAAAV AWV TAAVAAVAAAWAA

1. Raja Rammohun Roy 1.20
2. Sir Syed Ahmed Khan 0.50
3. Lal Bahadur Shastri 0.90
4, Akbar 1.00
5. Jesus Christ 050
§ 6. Gautama Buddha 1.00
7. Zarathushtra 0.80
8. Moses 0.50
§ 9. Shankaracharya 0.60
10. The Finger on the Lute 2.60
11, The Story of My Life 2.50
12, Bahuroopee Gandhi 1.50
13. India: The Land and the People 0.40
14. Freedom Movement in India 1.15
15. The Romance of Theatre 2.50
g 16. The Romance of Banking 0.80
1. Shikshan Ki Manoharita (Hiadi) 1.30
2. Bharat Ki Kathayen (Hindi) 1.55
3. Lal Bahadur Shastri (Hindi) 1.50
4. Sant Tukaram (Hindi) 1.85
5. Banking Ki Manoharita (Hindi) 0.70
6. Bahuroopee Gandhi (Hindi) 2.20
Enquiries to:
g
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COCHIN PORT........cveie

Cochin Port is steeped in history as the international gateway of trade and commerce,
from time immemorial.

This tradition has been maintained all along with progressive improvement to the

<eeeenne..o.nsWhere the past inspires the present to project an inspiring future. 5
>
port so that it is still a major two-way gateway of the country. g

Sophisticated infrastructure, constantly developed and implemented, makes the
port a modern one to suit the demands of all shippers.

And the Port is planning ahead. Container cargo service, the first in India; and super
tanker berth inside the harbour are just a few of the plans that make the Port a
pioneer and pace setter.

Ship or receive your cargo through Cochin Port: you couldn‘t choose a better venue.
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Wishing all success

to the Platinum Jubilee celebrations of
THE TRIVANDRUM PUBLIC LIBRARY

With the best compliments from :
COLLEGE BOOK HOUSE
publishers, book sellers, library suppliers
Mahathma Gandhi Road,

TRIVANDRUM-1

BOQKS PUBLISHED DURING 1972-73

Kokilasandesa of Uddanda — Dr. N. P. Unni Rs. 8

Philosophical and sociological bases of education
— R. Raman Nair Rs. 9

Hindi sentence patterns, phrase patterns and vocabulary
— N. E. Muthuswami Rs. 30

Sanskrit literature of Kerala — E. Easwaran Namputhiri Rs. 15

Ashtanga sangraha of Vahata
— Chikitsitham Ed- by N. E. Muthuswami Rs. 30

Mattavilasa prahasana — Dr. N. P. Unni Rs. 18
The concept of self in east west Philosophy — Dr. Srinivasan Rs. 18

WE ALSO STOCK AND SELL BOOKS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD

COLLEGE BOOK HOUSE

PUBLISHERS AND BOOK SELLERS
Mahathma Gandhi Road,
TRIVANDRUM
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With the best compliments
from

MRF

Madras Rubber Pactory Lid,,

Manufacturers of:

MANSFIELD TYRES

LAND T0 THE TILLER
AN AGE-OLD DREAM GOMES
TRUE IN KERALA

Kerala is the first State to translate
into reality the centuries - old dream
of “LAND TO THE TILLER".

The Land Reforms Legislations enacted
since 1960 by the State have

ABOLISHED INTERMEDIARIES;
CONFERRED OWNERSHIP ON TENANTS;

AND
ENFORCED CEILING ON LAND HOLDING

THE CULTIVATING TENANT

AND

THE HUTMENT DWELLER FULFIL
THEIR HOPES FOR THEM A BETTER
TOMORROW IS PROMISED.

Issued by the Directorate of Public Relations,
Government of Kerala

TRIVANDRUM PUBLIC LIBRARY
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S. N. MOORTHY

BRANCH MANAGER
M. G. Road, Trivandrum o
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17-A, Mahatma Gandhi Road, Bangalore Cantt. 115/116, Big Bazaar Street,

Coimbatore-1. Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan Building, T. D. Road, Ernakulam. ;
1, Lal Bahadur Stadium, Hyderabad. g;))
21, Goods Shed Street, Madurai-1.

8/9, Shopping Centre, Mysore-6. (9
Oriental Buildings, Ootacamund. K4
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What’s better than Cash?
More Cash?

But how do you get more and more cash if there
is no yield from it?

Yet something better than cash are the ‘Cash
Certificates’ of Syndicate Bank, which promise
you the benefit of compound interest.

a) ‘Giant Cash Certificates’ from medium term investment.

b) ‘Retirement Security Certificates’ for a safe and secure
retired life.

c) ‘Childrens’ Welfare Security Certificates’ for the education,

?
%
§ marriages or setting up your children in life.
i
5
|
z

:

;

%

:

|

:

:

They come in denominations of Rs. 10/-, Rs. 100/-, §
Rs. 1000/- & Rs. 5000/~ to suit everyone’'s purse. §
%

|

§

;

They are ideal as gifts also.

Buy them today, thousands have done, they can’t
be wrong.

SYNNGATH BANK The Bank that keeps ahead

HEAD OFFICE: Manipal (Karnataka State)

K. K. PAI

Managing Director

WMWWMMWWMWMMWMMMMWWW
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DISCOVER THE WORLD OF VIKAS BOOKS

FraNK MORAES

WITNESS TO AN ERA

A famous journalist’s insight into the last
fifty years of Indian history.

pp-332 Rs. 35

Pran CHOPRA

INDIA'S SECOND LIBERATION

An illuminating account of the military opera-
tions during the Indo-Pak War of 1971,

pp 270 Rs. 25

A. G. NoorANI

MINISTERS” MISCONDUCT :
A thorough expose of corruption among Chief
Ministers. pp 408 Rs. 30

E. N. MANGAT Ral

COMMITMENT MY STYLE:

CAREER IN THE INDIAN CIVIL SERVICE
Absorbing autobiographical account of men and
matters between 1938-1972 pp 274 Rs 25

ProMILLA KALHAN

KAMALA NEHRU: AN INTIMATE BIOGRAPHY
An intimate biography based on rare documents
and personal interviews with Kamala Nehru’s
contemporaries. pp 140 Rs 24

H. P. S. AHLUWALIA

HIGHER THAN EVEREST :

MEMOIRS OF A MOUNTAINEER

A gripping autobiography of one of the world’s
most famous mountaineers pp 200 Rs 20
KAMLA MANKEKAR

ABORTION: A SOCIAL DILEMMA
Endeavours to find out what sort of women seek
abortion, what drives them to this action, and
what clinical consequences they face.

pp 150 Rs 20

Promi LA KAPUR

LOVE, MARRIAGE AND SEX

An empirical study focussing on the change in
the ways the young educated working women
feel, think and believe about love, marriage and
sex. pp 300 Rs 25

:
:
:
:
§
i
¢
&
:
:

I

Branches :

@

. Absorbing letters about world affairs, national

VIKAS PUBLISHING HOUSE PVT LTD
5, Daryaganj, Ansari Road, Delhi-110006

BOMBAY © BANGALORE 0 KANPUR O LONDON
@%@@@@@@@@@@@%@@%@@@@@@@@@@@@@%@@@@@@@@%

Joun LoORD

THE MAHARAJAS

A wealth of entertainment for everyone who
enjoys reading about royalty, wealth, sex and
sport. pp 238 Rs 45

VED MEHTA

DADDYJ!

Ved Mehta writes about his father with an
eloquent mixture of objectivity and filial
affection. pp 195 Rs 35

ALICE S KANDELL & CHARLOTTE Y SALISBURY
MOUNTAINTOP KINGDOM : SIKKIM
Enchanting combination of photographs and
description.

pp 201 Rs 85

Mort1 CHANDRA

THE WORLD OF COURTESANS

Fascinating study of courtesans in ancient India
pp 230 Rs 50

PREM BHATIA

INDIAN ORDEAL IN AFRICA
Comprehensive account of the immigrants’
problem in East Africa. pp 152 Rs 20

GYANWATI DARBAR
PORTRAIT OF A PRESIDENT:
LETTERS OF RAJENDRA PRASAD

aud coustitutional issues, men and matters.
pp 250 Rs 20

SyLvia CRowk & SHEILA HAYWOOD

THE GARDENS OF MUGHUL INDIA
Comprehensive study which describes the various
gardens of Mughul Iudia in all their glory and
finesse, pp 200 Rs 75

UwMA VASUDRV

INDIRA GANDHI

A fascinating biography based on personal
interviews and unpublished Nehru papers.
pp 750 Rs 75
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POW IR

FOR PROGRESS
AND
PROSPERITY

Whatever may be the needs,

(O industries large or smali
O agricultural pumping

(O commercial and domestic
purposes

We Supply Cheap Power

extension of lines at economical
rates O

priority for agricultural and
industrial uses O

Remember

while planning your industries or
proposing pump sets for agricultural
uses consult the local Engineer
and get his advice in advance.

k. s, e, board

In recognition of his work
in the field of Political Science

Dr A. Appadorai

has been awarded the

DADABHAI NAOROJI MEMORIAL
PRIZE, 1973

Dr A. Appadorai needs no introduction to
students of Political Science. He has been
well known in India and abroad both as a
teacher and as the author of several
publications. For fourteen years he was
Secretary-General of the Indian Council of
World Affairs; subsequently he was Professor
of International Relations at the School

of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University.

His classic
The Substance of Politics
is now in its tenth edition (Rs 20)

Among his other publications are

Indian Political Thinking in the 20th Century
from Naoroji to Nehru .

which has been described by the Times of
india as ‘a fine introduction to a difficult
subject’ (Rs 10)

and

Documents on Political Thought
in Modern India, Volume 1

The Documents included relate to political
thought in India from 1857 to 1964, They are
invaluable to students of Indian history and
politics. (Rs 80, ready soon)
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PHYSICS AND CHEMISTRY
OF LIBRARIES

ANALYSIS
- FROM
A TO Z



From my point of view, a book is a literary
prescription put for the benefit of some one
who needs it. It may be simple or compounded
of many ingredients, The ideas may unite in
true chemical union or they may be insoluble

in ong another and form an emulsion.

S. M. Crothers: “A Literary Cfinic”

it is absurd to estimate the services of a librarian to his community by the number of books he issues ot
the per capita cost of such issues. The true measure of his service is the extent to which the great world
of books has been made a living, appesaling, inspiring reality through that service. The librarian who

is not something of an authority on books is, whatever his technical training, as much out of

place as the doctor who knows nothing of the value of his medicines.

New York Libraries

The public library is an integral part of community activity; an organ in the social
body. It functions in response to or in anticipation of the whole range of
community needs, Presumptively, these needs are the needs of all the people
of the community, not merely of those who are library users; but, in fact,
they are needs made evident by public demand; and demand upon the library
comes only from thase who in some measure desire to make use of it. Demand
can often be elicited; it can always be stimulated and influenced; hut if it does not
exist, material provided to supply it will not be used,
Helen E. Haines, Living with Books

Books! Books! Books! How wonderful, fascinating
and revealing!.,, OQutside, overhead, might be a
blue or grey sky, sunshine or rain or snow; it made

little difference. For | was reading and awakening to

a consciousness of many things, the mere knowledge of
which appeared to coincide with power. The skies

in my books were blue. One could do

things with sufficient power,

Theodore Dreiser
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Random thoughts on the problems of

Acquiring Books

COMMUNITY’S INTERESTS
SHOULD GUIDE SELECTION

M. M. Job

Lecturer, Department of Library
Science, University of Kerala,

Trivandrum

Acquisition work in a library is the process by which
additions are made to the library’s collection. As
such it comprises selection of beoks, ordering of
materials, gift, exchange and other related work.

The important methods by which books are obtained
in libraries are: (1) puorchase, (i) gift, (iii)
exchange, and (iv) becoming deposit centres
or institutional members. But in the case of periodi-
cals, six methods can be adopted. They are: (i) local
purchase, (ii) direct subscription, (iii) taking mem-
bership of publishing societies and institutions, (iv)
exchange with other institutions and libraries, (V)
donations from the publishing societies and (vi)
appointing standing vendors. One of these or a
combination of two or more or all of them is
used in libraries for acquiring periodical publications.
This article deals with some of the problems con-
fronted by Indian Ilibraries in the selection and
purchase of reading material.

Since Public Library patrons belonging to different
walks of life form a cross-section of the community
it serves, book selection must be in tune with
their interests. However, there is no mechanism
available now by which their interests can easily be
studied. Community surveys, census reports and
direct contact with the leaders belonging to different

groups will help librarians in assessing the library
requirements of the community to a great extent.
Periodical community studies are required to assess
their needs.

Book Trade in India

Ordering books and periodicals for libraries in
India is more difficult than in developed countries.
Our public libraries largely select books written in
regional languages. But book trade in regional
language publicationsis not properly developed.
Most of the regional language publications at
present belong to the class literature, particularly
so in the case of Malayalam publications. Accord-
ing to Jayasinghe (Sankaranarayanan (N), Ed:
Book Distribution and Promotion Problems in South
Asia.  Unesco and Higginbothams p. 6} Indian
publishers are of three types: ¢ (a) those who
publish books largely in the English language,
(b) those who publish books in regional langnages
only and (¢) those who publish transalations
in regional languages of books originally
published in English and other languages. 1Itis
unfortunately true that excepting fora very few
publishers, the others have not maintained a high
standard either in book production or in organised
distribution. The few who are maintaining standa-

63 PLATINUM JUBILEE SOUVENIR



rds and are striving to improve them continually
come under class (a) referred above.”

Another problem in the acquisition of books is
the tremendous increase in the prices of books,
specially in the case of foreign publications, which
affects the purchasing capacity of the libraries.
Unfortunately there has been no comparable increase
in the budget provision for books and periodicals.

A third problem is that the quality of paper and binding
of Indian books is generally poor. This is particularly
true of Malayalam publications. Most of them are
paperbacks. They are to be sent for binding immedia-
tely after their purchase, because if they are putto
circulation before binding, there is every chance of
their being worn out within a short period. However,
with better quality paper and binding, prices would
g0 up. Publication of two different editions of each
book, one cheap aand the other library could
be thought of.

Another difficulty in respect of books is in obtaining
timely information about their publication. At present
there are only a few important consolidated sources
available in the market giving information about
Indian publications apart from the Publishers’ and
Booksellers’ Catalogues. Indian National Biblio-
graphy is one among them ; but its coverage is very
poor. Bibliographies covering regional language
publications are scarce. The attempt made by the
Kerala Sahitya Academy in preparing a bibliography
of Malayalam Publications brought up to 1972 is
example of work done in this direction.

A major problem facing public libraries is the dearth
of subject books in the market. Foreign books may
be available, but many of them are not oriented to
the specific needs of Indian public libraries, especially
in the rural areas. Books that provide recreation like
travel books, biographies, philosophical writings and
fiction, those of inspirational type like religious
books, poetry, good drama and mystical writings,
social science books dealing with subjects like plann-
ing, trade, management, history, rural and urban
sociology and population study, those that cater to
the interests of the local professionals, namely books
on tailoring, dyeing, dry cleaning, fishing, printing,
binding, papermaking,shoemaking, drawing, farming,
cycle and car repairing and books dealing with
househeold matters and care of animals and a
large variety of other fields like sanitary enginee-
ring, manufacture of electrical goods, batteries and
agricultural implements are of great interest to public
library clientele, But it is seldom that books written
by Indian authors are available on these subjects.

The keen competition prevailing among booksellers
and the unethical practices followed by some of them
aggravate the other problems facing the acquisition of
books. Booksellers, especially the new entrants to the
field, compete with others by offering very low rates
with a view to capturing business, However, they
supply to libraries only those books on which they
get an appreciable trade discount and fail to suppiy
the books on which their trade discount is low,

It is the difference in rates offered by booksellers for
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books that necessitate the quotation system. If an
arrangement like the net-book agreement prevailing in
Britain under which books can be purchased by a
library from any bookseller at a uniform rate agreed
to by all parties, had beenin vogue in India, the libra-
riés would have had the freedom to buy the required
books from any readily available source. In this
arrangement the competition between booksellers
would bein respect of service and not rates and the
result would be a much more expeditious procurement
of the books required.

Most of the books are now selected with the help of
the available source materials, which are of the
indexing or reviewing type. Indexing sources fail
to give any information in regard to the quality
of books. For this purpose reviewing periodicals
are important sources, but we do not bave many
standard reviewing periodicals. Also their coverage
is very poor. A review may sometimes take months
to appear. Ina few cases, books may go out of
print by the time their reviews appear. Some publi-
cations may appear in newspapers. They are only
very few in number as compared to the number of
books published. Blurbs given by publishers can-
f10t be relied upon.

In the acquisition of periodical publications,
vigilance and promptness are essential factors, If
the non-receipt of a particular issue of a periodical
publication is not brought to the notice of the pub-
lisher in time, there is every chance of the library
not getting it at all.

Another difficulty experienced regarding pericdical
publications is the time-lag in their publication.
This happens more in the case of subject periodicals
than of general periodicals.

1t generaly takes about five to six months to get
books from abroa since such books are usually des-
patched by surface mail. Therefore libraries get only
six to seven months for placing orders for books.
This reduces the chance of spreading the process
of selectin and orderiong of books throughout the
year. Therefore for such books, orders have to be
stopped aboat five months before the close of the
year.

It also sometimes happeas that information about the
allotment of funds for books and periodicals reaches
the library very late. This again creates difficulties
for the judicious selection and ordering of books.

While it is advisable to have a separate section for
children in every public library, it is difficult to
get good children’s books except in English. Early
steps are necessary to encourage writers to produce
more good books in regional languages.

Besides conventional books and periodicals, there are
many other types of material like documentary
ﬁl.ms, gramaphone records, sound books, lantern
slides, photographs, maps and micro-films, which are
much more effective than conventional reading
materials in educating the public. Although they are
costlier and are not readily or easily available special
efforts should be made by public libraries for build-
ing up a useful collection of such materials to sup-
plement their collection of books and periodicals.



Establishing contact between the right
book and right reader at the right time

Technical Processing

WITHOUT CLASSIFICATION AND CATALOGING, A LIBRARY
WILL BE A CHAOTIC COLLECTION OF BOOKS

K. A. Isaac

Professor and Head of the Depart-
ment of Library Science, Kerala
University and Librarian, University

Library

The fanction of a library is to bring human beings
and recorded knowledge into as fruitful a relation-
ship as possible. For this the library has to build up
a book stock oriented to the needs of its clientele and
organise it in such a manner as to make it available
to people with the utmost expedition. This is made
possible by what is called the technical processing of
books which involves the twin operations of book
classification and cataloging. Every book that comes
into a library has to be subjected to these processes
before it is placed on the shelf for use.

Books are arianged on the shelves in the stack room
by their specific subjects. This means not only that ali
books dealing with a particular subject should come
together, but also that books dealing with related
subjects should come in close proximity. This
arrangement would be helpful in revealing to a
reader in a convenient and helpful order, the eatire
holdings of a library on the subjects that are likely
to be of interest to him at a given time. This should
be the pattern of arrangement of books with what-
ever region of the stack room one may start with as
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the place whete books of immediate interest to him
at that moment are placed.

To secure such an arrangement of books is by no
means an easy task today, if we take into account the
modera ramifications of subjects and the steadily
increasing number of books coming out on subjects
of very narrow extension and very great depth. It
is classiflcation that is the means for securing this
arrangement. Classification will be able to do this
effectively only if it is capable of identifying the
specific subject contained in each book as a
separate entity and treating it accordingly.

This implies that each specific subject, however small
a fraction of knowledge it may be, should be given
a number that fully represents it or, in other words,
is an exact translation of it No two specific subjects
should share the same number because if they do,
the purpose of classification, namely the bringing
together of the books on each subject and the
arrangement on either side of them of books on
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reiated subjects in a gradually decreasing order of
filliation, would stand defeated.

Practical classification, therefore, is essentially a
process of iramslating the subjects of books into an
artificial language of numbers, each subject getting a
unique number, with the help of a preferred scheme
of classification. In the practical classificatory
process, what the classifier is required to do is : first
to determine the exact subject treated in a book,
locate the subject in the classification scheme and find
out its equivalent number. This number is called the
class number, that is, the number representing the
class or division of knowledge to which the book
belongs. There may be several books in a library
dealing with the same subject and hence having the
same class number. To distinguish between such
books and also to facilitate their sequential arrange-
ment an additional number called the book number
is given. The book number is generally based on the
author or year of publication of the book. The two
numbers together, that is, the class number and the
book number constitute the call number signifying
the number by which a book is called for in a library.
This number is usually written on a label pasted on
the spine of the book and functions both as a location
symbol and as a symbol that mechanises the arrange-
ment of books on shelves,

There are several schemes of classification in vogue.
The most important among them are the Decimal
Classification of Melvil Dewey, Decimal Classification
prepared by the International Federation for Docu-
mentation, Expansive Classification of C. A. Cutter,
Library of Congress Classification; Classification of
S. R. Ranganathan, Subject Classification of James
Duff Brown and Bibliographic Classification of H. E.
Bliss. A classification scheme is nothing but a map of
knowledge in which the various branches of know-
ledge and their innumerable sub-divisions are demar-
cated in the order of the degree of relationship
between them and provided with numbers.

Since knowledge is constantly expanding at a tremen-
dous pace, a serious drawback from which most of
the classification schemes suffer, is that knowledge
soon outsteps them rendering them out of date almost
immediately after they come out of the press. The
result is that the classifier often finds himself unable
to find a suitable number for a subject he has to
classify. The Colon Classification and to a lesser
degree the Universal Decimal Classification have been
so structured and provided with built-in devices as to
remedy this drawback to some extent. However, the
complexity of knowledge is such that a perfect classi-
fication that would meet the demands of all situations
is difficult of achievement and will always remain a
desideratum. The schemes widely used in India are
the Decimal Classification, Colon Classification and
Universal Decimal Classification.

Library Catalogue

The rationale behind the classification of books by
subject is that people come to a library more often
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not so much to find out whether specific books of
which they know the author, title and collaborator
are available as to find out what booksthe library
possesses on the subject of their interest, Therefore
the arrangement of books by their subject conforms
more to this approach of readers to books. This,
however, does not mean that readers will not ask for
books of which they have obtained prior knowledge.
They may name specific books by their authors or
titles or collaborators or series and would want the
technical organisation of the library to be such as to
meet such approaches on their part. The tool that
the library prepares for this purpose is the catalogue.
The catalogue can be described as a key to the entire
holdings of the library.

A library catalogue should provide as many entries for
each book as the number of reasonable approaches
to a book by readers. It should answer questions
as the following:-

Does the library have abook by a particular
author?

What all books of that author does the library
have?

D(l)e‘f the library have a book bearing a particular
title?

Does the library have books edited by so and so?

What all books under a series does the library
have?

What all books on a specific subject does the
library have? and so on.

The last one is the most frequent and important
among the questions put to a catalogue and the effici-
ency of a catalogue would depend on its adequacy
in this respect.

Classified Catalogue

There are two main types of catalogue, namely the
Classified Catalogue and the Dictionary Catalogue.
The former has two parts, the classified part and the
alphabetical part. Inthe classified part the entries
are arranged by the call numbers of the books which
they represent, that is, in a systematic order of the
specific subjects of the books concerned. In the
alphabetical part entries in respect of the author, titles
series, editor, names of subjects, etc. are arranged in
one alphabetical sequence.

If a reader wants to find out whether the library has
a book by a particular author, he can look for the
entry bearing the name of that author. He will also
have at one place all the entries relating to all the
books available in the library written by that author.
Similarly the alphabetical part will serve the reader
by providing information in that part itself and
facilitate the approach to books by their titles, names
of series, editors etc. If a reader wauts to know
what books the library has on a given subject, he
must look for the entry bearing the name of that



subject in tbe alphabetical part, That entry will
guide him to the classified part of the catalogue and
to the entries bearing the class number denoting the
subject concerned. Here he will get all the entries
pertaining to the books available in the library which
deal with the subject. On either side of these entries
he will come across entries pertaining to the books
on related subjects. Therefore the subject approach
of readers is very effectively met by this kind of
catalogue.

The dictionary catalogue, as the name implies, is one
in which all entries including subject entries are
arranged in one alphabetical sequence.

More Satisfactory

As far as enquiries for books on the basis of authors,
titles, series and such other features other than the
subjects are concerned, there is no difference between
the two types of catalogue. However, as far as the
subject approach of the readersis concerned, the
classified catalogue is undoubtedly more satisfactory.
This is because, unlike the classified catalogue, which
in the classified part reveals the books to a reader in
the order of the relationship of the subjects treated
in them, the dictionary catalogue will have in it
entries pertaining to related subjects scattered by the
alphabetical make-up of their names. Thus while
in the dictionary catalogue related subjects like
Algebra and Trignometry will be scattered, they will
occur in close proximity in the classified catalogue.
Similarly while unrelated subjects like Algebra and
Agriculiure will occur in close proximity in the
Dictionary catalogue, they will be conveniently sepa-
rated in the classified catalogue.

There are different catalogue codes with the help of
which practical classification is carried out in libraries.
Those commonly used in India are the Classified
Catalogue Code with additional rules for Dictionary
Catalogue Code” by S. R. Ranganathan, ¢Rules for
a Dictionary Catalogue” by Cutter and ‘“‘Anglo-
American Cataloguing Rules™.

Card Form

The most popular physical form of the library cata-
logue today is the card form. After experimenting
with various physical forms the library profession
has almost universally opted in favour of the card
form. This is because each card will represent one
entry only and it can be inserted wherever needed to
preserve the correct sequence of the entries. The
catalogue in the card form can always be kept up-to-
date in the correct sequence.

Very careful attention has to be devoted to the work
of classifying and cataloging book because these are
the esgential tools that enable a library to make aval-
lable, as expeditiously as possible, the materials
needed by readers, however large the book stock of
the library may be. Several processes of checking
and verification are often involved before a book is
finally assigned a call number and thereq gired number

of catalogue entries are prepared. On an average,
four to five entries will have to be prepared for each
bouk. The number of books that can be classified
and catalogued by an experienced person is 10 to 12
per day.

National Centres

Classifications and Cataloguing are repetitive jobs
done in thousands of libraries in a country in respect
of the books, copies of which they severally possess.
Therefore modern thinking is that there should be
some kind of centralisation for such work. If the
books become available in the market, already classi.
fied and cataloged, the repetitive job of classifying
these books separately in the different libraries can
be avoided. A more practical alternative is for one
or two national centres to undertake this work for
all the libraries in a country. The Library of Cong-
ress in the United States and the British National
Bibliography in Britain make available printed cata-
logue cards of books bearing their class numbers
which the individual libraries can purchase. This
does not, however, mean that technical processing
can be totally eliminated in individual libraries.
But this would make it possible for a part of the
staff now engaged in the technical processing of
books to be released for reference service to readers,
an area of library activity not given as much atteation
as it deserves in libraries in India today.

In conclusion I would like to reiterate that the
importance of classification and cataloging cannot
be overemphasised becaunse, without them, a library
would be nothing but a chaotic collection of books,
They are the means for realising the prime objective
of a library which in the words of the late Dr.
S. R. Ranganathan, National Professor in Library
Science, is the establishment of contact between the
right book and the right reader at the right time,
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Microrecording is specially suited
to the Trivandrum Public Library

Modern Trends
in Public Library Services

OUR LIBRARIES SHOULD SLOWLY AND STEADILY MOVE
INTO AN ERA OF MECHANISATION AND AUTOMATION

J. V. Vilanilam

'n recent years libraries in advanced countries like
the United States and the Soviet Union have become
much more complex in organisation and operation
than they were, say, a decade ago. Much of this
complexity is due to mechanisation and automation
which have acquired tremendous significance in every
aspect of life in these countries.

A typewriter and a manual duplicator may be the
outer limits of mechanisation in most of the libraries
in India, although in the theoretical aspects of cata-
loguing and classification the contributions of illu-
strious Indians like S. R. Ranganathan are greatly
valued throughout the world. The purpose of this
article is to examine what the modern trends in
library services are and why they originated. An
attempt will also be made to evaluate the applica-
bility or otherwise of some or all of these new de-
velopments in the public libraries of India.

The term ‘library’ has to be deflned for the purpose
of this article since the reader should not confuse it
with an ordinary 500-volume ‘vayanasala’, which is
commonplace in any interior village of Kerala. By
‘ibrary’ is meant a large institution supported by
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public and private financing, with the aim of help-
ing in the process of dissemination of vital infor-
mation for the use of the public and the serious
research scholar. One important distinction between
modern libraries and libraries of half a century ago
is that the useful exploitation of the collection is as
important as the collection itself. Every library
realising its task in present-day society not only aims
at giving access to the books aud periodicals in its
possession by means of catalogues, but also at having
books and other materials used by the largest
possible number of readers.

What Is the Need?

What is the need for a public library? Perhaps some
legally inclined reader of this article will dismiss this
question as ‘incompetent, irrelevant, and immate-
rial’! The fact is that every generation should ask
this question and find its own answer, as the condi-
tions of life change and every living institution must
change with them, The type and services of the
public library will depend on the answer to this
question. :

Some may criticise that the public library exists as a



sort of obscure repository of knowledge, hardly rele-
vant to the contemporary scheme of things Others will
argue that the public library’s sole reason for existence
is to help people get along in the world, to help school
and college students to earn higher marks, to help
businessmen to make more profits, to help researohers
in their dissertations, to help newspaper editors and
reporters to write better editorials and reports, and so
on. Every one of these is a legitimate part of library
work, but there is something more than all of these
in view of the tremendous changes that have occured
throughout the world in science, technology, economic
theories, moral attitudes, and above all in the systems
of communication and information storage and
retrieval. Every public library has to expose the
public to these great changes so that peopie who are
governing themselves can exercise their judgement
properly and progress towards achieving certain noble
ideals for the good of all. Simultaneously, it should be
stressed here, the library system itself has to undergo
a thorough change to cope with the newest pheno-
menon in the world, namely, information explosion.

There is the most urgent need for our people to
broadeu their intellectual horizon with all possible
speed. (I am not forgetting the huge problem of
illiteracy and language barriers we have yet to solve
in India; but libraries cannot wait till that far distant
dateline to introduce changes in their organisation
and operation). The tension is the greatest upon the
agencies of information—the schools, the press, the
radio and television, the stage and the silver screen.
But nowhere is the pressure greater than upon the
public library, for it is at once the most easily avail-
able and the most independent of all these agencies.
The public library must become the nucleus of our
nation-building activities. This may sound a little
unrealistic to many, but unless the libraries render
this service to the people, our people will continue to
, sing the praises of our ancient culture and heritage,
indulge in outmoded sloka-recitation and wallow in
ignorance of what is happening around the world
and die with an impoverished body and soul !

Mirimum Functions

The minimum functions of modern library service
such as logical organisation of materials for conveni-
ent use through shelf-arrangement; classification
and cataloguing; lending of materials; provision of
information service designed to locate facts as needed;
guidance to individuals in the use of educational and
recreational material; assistance to civie, cultural and
educational organisations in locating and using mate-
rials for programme planning, projects and the
education of members; stimulation of use and inter-
pretation of materials through publicity, display,
reading lists, story hours, book tafks, film 41sc'uss10_ns
are, 1 hope, being met by at least some public libraries
in our country. It is also hoped that the materials,
services, personnel and physical facilities of the pub-
lic library are geared to the interests of all ages and
groups in the population—the pre-school children,
the teen-agers, the young adults, the adults, the
serious research scholars and the retired people;

Physically, the materials may cover a wide variety of
items: books, periodicals, pamphlets, newspapers,
pictures, slides and films, music records, maps, spee-
ches (tape-recorded) and the different forms of micro-
reproduction. Together these materials provide a
reservoir of knowledge for the inquiring minds to
draw from.

All or some of the services mentioned above may be
available in large Indian public libraries; but the
processes of mechanisation and automation have
not, I presume, been introduced in Indian libraries.
In fact, these processes have not been implemented
in all public libraries in the United States either. The
large national libraries and a few big university
libraries have introduced both mechanisation and
automation. But even the smallest public library in
the United States has some kind of mechanised
service or other.

Mechanisation and Automation

Before we proceed further we should make a clear
distinction between mechanisation and automation.
Ina way it is the distinction between mechanical
means and mechanical means. Both are used to
modernise library operations; but mechanisation is
more easily achieved and less costly and simple to
operate, whereas automation is difficult to achieve
highly costly and complex to operate. Mechanical
devices can be operated and serviced by nonprofes-
sional personnel with a minimum of training., But
electronic systems can be developed only by the ase
of the most advanced knowledge of natural pheno-
mena, and when available, can be serviced, and
probably operated, only by highly professional
people.

The influence of machines on cataloguing theory and
practice and on the actual production of catalogues
did not become dramatic until wellinto the twenticth
century. The feasibility of creating catalogues in book
form by copying pre-existing catalogue cards was
demonstrated by the appearance of 4 Catalogue of
Books Represented by Library of Congress Cards in
1942, This catalogue, and its successor, the National
Union Catalogue are catalogues produced by photo-
graphic copying of pre-existing catalogue cards and
are, therefore, byproducts of a card catalogue. The
adaptation of steocil and offset duplicating equipment
to catalogue card reproduction firmly established the
‘unit card’ concept, as did the availability of printed
cards.

In the 1950s, a new type of book catalogue began to
appear, a type created by use of punched card or
unit record equipment. Bibliographic information
in these catalogues was first keypunched into tabula-
ting cards. The cards, sorted into order by manual
methods, machine methods, or a combination of the
two, were periodically run through tabulating or
accounting machines which printed out information
represented by the punches in the cards. This infor-
mation, suitably formatted, formed the text of bock
catalogue. The decks of punched cards were kept
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~in order; cards representing new library additions
or deletions were added or removed as appropriate,
and updated editions produced at suitable intervals.
The fact that the print-out of punched information
could be made into offset masters permitted produc-
tion of the catalogues in many copies.

There are devices capable of photographing text onto
a continuous roll of film, and are usually designed to
photograph the top one, two, or three lines of text
imprinted on a more or less conventional tabulating
card, The remainder of the card may be punched
which facilitate filing. The actual text may be
- imprinted by special typewriters which can use a
variety of type styles and sizes and, in addition,
provide a wide range of diacritics and special chara-
cters. Book catalogues produced in this manner
first appeared in the Los Aungeles Public Library in
1962.

Computer devices

Nowadays it is the computer and its associated input,
output, storage, and control devices which is having
the most profound effects upon cataloguing and
catalogues. The speed and flexibility of unit record
equipment have proved to be quite unimpressive
compared with the speed and flexibility of the com-
puter devices. It is only within the last ten years or
so that computers have been used in catalogue produ-
ction. Computer devices have been employed to
manufacture catalogue cards and book catalogues.
The catalogues have been designed to serve a variety
of uses in a variety of types of libraries. Further, a
“system of representing bibliographic data in machine-
readable form has been devised along with a format
for distribution of such data. Much experimentation
is still going on, and perhaps something of a per-
.manent nature will evolve in the 1980s. It is not
_practical to go further into the different aspects of
cataloguing in this essay of limited length. Suffice
*it to say that the card catalogue will remain the chief
bibliographical listing mechanism in libraries for
years to come. Book catalogues will not supplant
card catalogues in large academic and research libra—
ries, although they may find increasing use in special
subject libraries. Little change from traditional
cataloguing practices will be seen in card catalogues.

"Machine methods have aiso been applied to acquisi-
tions procedures. Although costly, automation of
“acquisitions procedures has been implemented in very
large university and research libraries as it will help
the librarians in many ways. Status reports on out-
standing orders, analysis of book suppliers’ perfor-
mance, analysis of the time lapse before an order is
executed, statistical data on how the book money is
spent (by language or subject; for monographs or
“serials, etc.)—all these pieces of work caa be doae in
a matter of hours with the computer if the acquisi-
tions system is automated. If manually done, such
tasks will take weeks or even mouths to complete and
a lot of human energy will have to be wasted.

The most popular application of automation has
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been in the charging or checking out section of the
library. The big libraries use the card punch machine
or the key punch machine. Its keyboard looks like
a typewriter keyboard, but instead of using typing
paper it punches hofes in IBM cards, and it operates
at about the same speed as a typewriter, It has another
feature. If there is information which is to be carried
over from one card to the next, it can automatically
duplicate that information, and it can print infor-
mation across the top ofa card. In small public
libraries, there are various types of photographic
charging devices by which the borrower’s identifica-
tion card, the book card, and the transaction card
are microfilmed. Recordak Junior Microfilmer,
Gaylord Electric Automatic Book Charging Machine,
Remington Photocharger, Diebold Portable Micro-
film Camera and Regiscope are some of the popular
brand names in the field of photocharging devices.

Another important machine is the sorter. A sorter
is a machine which simply arranges cards into
numerical or alphabetical order depeading on the
holes punched in. If the shelf list is punched in,
the cards can be arranged in order by author, title,
or by the call number,

Valuable Machines

The collator is another valuable machine which most
libraries have. It is just a mechanical file clerk and it
interfiles cards. If there is a punched card circulation
system and all the cards which represent books
charged out are in a file, the collator can interfile the
big charge file of a day’s charges while simultaneously
discharging cards for those that were returned. If a
card is created at the time a book is returned, the
collator can find its mate in the charge file and pull it
out of the file. It does just what a clerk would do.
Also, the collator can look for overdue books.

The tabulator, or the accounting machine, sometimes
called printer, can read the punched cards and print
what it reads. It is controlled by a wired panel. The
machine can print, and it can also read information.
If the information is numerical it can add, sabtract
and multiply numbers together. 7

Then there is the reproducer. It reproduces cards.
When the shelf list of readable keypunched cards are
put into this machine with an equal number of blank
cards, the machine reproduces information on the
blank cards from the original cards. ’

The computer can do everything that all these machi-
nes can do—starting with book acquisitions records,

.and going through technical processing and printing

of the catalogue, controlling circulation, writing
overdue mnotices, obtaining circulation statistics
serials control, fund accounting and user rcgistrationf
All these jobs can be done by the same equipment.
But from an economic point of view, there is no
justification for the use of computers in a library
where there are only one or two applications. Where
computerization is econmically justifiable (perhaps

_through a pooling of several large libraries), a total



system approach is what is required. Computerization
also means a large investment in costly electronic
installations, adequate training of library staff in the
use of sophisticated machines and in programming
and related techniques of computier use. In India,
this will take a lot of time and money. Above all, our
philosophy of library management will have to become
computer-oriented.

But there are certain things which can be achieved in
many of our large public libraries. Microrecor-
ding is one activity which 1s specially suited to
and highly desirable in a library like the Trivandrum
Public Library which justifiably takes pride in its
old manuscript collections. It will be a great service
to future generations of scholars throughout the
world if those precicus manuscripts can be micro-
filmed. I am sure that with proper publicity, the
availability of these manuscripts can be made known
among scholars throughout the world. If micro-
film copies can be made of these records, scholars
will be able to buy copies and conduct research in
their special areas of interest. Some Universities in
the United States offer courses in Malayalam Lan-
guage and literature.

Use of Microfilms

Some of the uses and applications of microrecords
are: economics in production, storage, collating,
binding, handling and transporting; preservation
and disaster controls; primary publication in micro-
text form of historical or scholarly material that
would be too costly to reproduce in other form
for limited markets; microrecording basiness and
other records that are acceptable as evidence in
courts; microforms of research material such as
periodicals, newspapers, abstracts, theses, maps,
charts, engineering drawings and other scientific
data; microrecords used for interlibrary loans, card
catalogues, charging and projection for educational
library lectures.

An area where microfilming is essential is the pre-
servation of newspapers. A microfilm roll would
on a metallic or plastic spool twice the size of a
typewriter ribbon spool can carry a whole month’s
issues of any Malayalam newspaper having an
average of four pages a day. Microfilming of
newspapers will not only save a lot of shelfspace,
but save the material itself from destruction result-
ing from frequent usage, attacks of paper moths,
ants, high temperatures, humidity and various
other adverse environmental factors.

Microfilms can be made in 16 mm, 35 mm and 70 mm
size and can be projected on the screen of a microfilm
reader. The image on the screen will be of the size
of the original newspaper, letter or other document
so that reading will be quite eaty. It will be in-
teresting to know that the old issues of Indian
newspapers including ‘Manorama’, ‘Mathrubhoomt’,
‘Dinamani ’ and ‘Navabharat Times’ can be read on
the microfilm readers of several American Univer-
sities, which subscribe to these Indian newspapers and

get copies microfilmed by the University Microfilms
Company in Ana Arbor, Michigan. Why do American
libraries microfilm newspapers originating from the
far corners of the world? The answer is simple.
Libraries are not just places where books are stacked.
They are treasure houses of information and informa-
tion knows no national boundaries.

Xerox Machine

A second equipment which all our libraries can have
is a Xerox copying machine. The copies produced
by this machine look exactly like photocopies of the
original. Within minutes hundred of ‘photocopies’
can be produced. When a user of the library comes
across some material in a book or a journal which he
ought to preserve for future reference, he can get that
portion of the book or journal xeroxed.  All public
libraries and university libraries in the United States
have several coin-operated xerox machines. (Coin-op
machines are a common sight throughout this country.
One can geta can of orange soda or a packet of
cigarettes by putting the required coins in the vending
machines and pulling a lever or pressing a button).
We ought to remember that this is the result of all-
round advancement in ¢lectronics and mechanization.
It may take several decades for us to reach this stage
of development, but it will not take more than a few
months to import a few more xerox machines.
(During my last visit to India, I saw a xerox machine
in a business house in Madras; may be, there are
many xerox machines in the country by now.)
Imagine the time our scholars waste in getting large
documents typed out (leaving out useful and im-
portant illustrations).

A re-orientation in our systems of education, learn-
ing, documentation, and research methodology is
what is most needed in India. Libraries in advanced
countries are great storage tanks of information as
they have become thoroughly involved in the infor-
mation explosion that has taken place and is still
taking place in all parts of the globe.

Intellectual Stimuli

‘Mechanisation and automation become necessary

71

in the libraries of the Soviet Union and the United
States because of the great need for information
storage and retrieval. To the traditional needs
of man for air, water, food, and shelter, Professor
Platt of the University of Chicago has added a
fifth factor essential to physical survival-infor-
mation. “The fifth nced of man is the need for
‘information’ for a continuous, novel, unpredic-
table’ nonredundant, and surprising flow of sti-
muli® The drive to process new information 1is
essential to the process of intellectual growth and
learning. Only a small portion of the nervous system
is developed at birth; the major part grows conti-
nuously with stimulation and experience—through
the absorption, communication, organising and
processing of all information reaching the brain
through sense perception. The task of the librarian
and the documentalist, then, is to extend the under-
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standing of classification, and to learn to use 1t
more effectively in the communication of re-
corded information. The significance of the com-
munication system to the ability of the individual
to make the best possible decisions in every aspect
of his daily life defines the context of librarian-
ship and environment in which it must operate.
Social epistemology, the function of recorded infor-
mation in the actual working of society, has assumed
a very significant position in the modern library
world.

The contemporary world cannot exist without com-
munication and because we live in a world order,
not merely in a small city-state or nation-state, in
which millions of people and vast distances are
involved, most communication has to be recorded,
Librarianship has always been the profession of
looking after the records of civilization, and it is
but proper that librarians should be involved at
the centres of things in the modern world. The exten-
sion of the public library from the world of books to
the world of information or documentation is impor-
tant; it is equally important that the information
so stored must be disseminated. This means taking
the initiative in creating channels along which infor-
mation may pass quickly to those who can useit. The
transmission needs no underlining in an age of
frequent moonlandings and skylab flights. In science,
and technology, what works in Manchester and
Pittsburgh can work with certain modificatious, if
necessary, in Mattancheri or Pittunagar. When the
-amount of information runs into millions of ‘bits’,
and the number of readers interested in each *bit’runs
into thousands, we have moved into the age of mass
production, storage and dissemination of information.
Have we in India felt this pressure? If we have, our
libraries will slowly and steadily move into the era of
mechanisation and automation.
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HELPING THE READER

Tips For Using Libraries

EVERY READER HIS APPROPRIATE BOOK

M. Bavakutty

Lecturer, Dept, of Library Science,
University of Kerala

ln a modern library, books of the varions sections
are arranged according to subjects on open shelves
from which the reader may make his choice instead
of presenting a calislip at a circulation desk and
waiting a good two hours for his books. In an open
access library, various stack room guides and shelf
guides will be provided to help the readers locate
books easily.

A library of appreciable size may have various sections
on a functional basis. They are: Circulation Section,
Reference Section, Periodicals Section, Acquisition
Section, Technical Section and Maintenance Section.
Of these the first three have direci relation to the
readers. The Circulation Section is responsible for
issue and return of books. Besides providing the
reader the facility to reserve the books well in
advance, this Section also helps him get books from
other libraries through inter-library loans. The main
function of the Reference Section is to provide per-
sonal assistance to readers in securing information
and in using the resources of the library for study
and research.

In many libraries, there are small sections in addition
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to the main collection. Where the library has collec-
tions of library materials other than books, these
will also be arranged usually in separate sequence.

The childrens’ section is one of the most important
departments in a modern library. This section orga-
nises various special services like story hours, film
shows and exhibitions. Libraries are also concerned
with adult education activities in one form or the
other.

By grouping books according to the subjects, a clas-
sification system brings together on the shelves all
books on a particular subject such as Marketing,
Crystallography, Organic Chemistry. The system is
to provide a basis for organising books and other
material, so that readers can find their choice easily
and quickly.

Of the many classification systems in vogue, the two
most generally used in Indian libraries are Dewey
Decimal Classification and Colon Classification.

DEwEY DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION
In this scheme, the whole Universe of Knowledge is
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divided into nine main classes, with an extra class

for general works.
000 Generalia 300 Social Sciences 600 Applied
Sciences

700 Fine Arts

800 Literature

900 History
including
Geography,
Travel and
Biography.

100 Philosophy 400 Language
200 Religion 500 Pure Sciences

EBach of these main classes is again divided into nine
divisions and this process of division is carried
out to the extent necessary so that everything existing
in the Universe of Knowledge is covered by one or
the other of the classes. These subdivisions are
continued by the addition of further digits to any
extent that may be required.

CoroN CLASSIFICATION

The Colon Classification (CC), unlike Decimal
Classification, gives the fundamental units of a subject.
And it prescribes the rules for the formation of the
class number by combining the units with the aid of
connecting symbols. CC, functions like a mechano
set. The standard units of a subject correspond to
the standard pieces and the connecting symbols fun-
ction like bolts and nuts in a mechano apparatus.

Colon Classification divides the whole Universe of
Knowledge into many main classes, and they are
denoted by Roman Smalls, Indo-Arabic numbers and
Roman Capitals. Besides this, CC uses few Greek

letters. The main classes of CC are:
z Generalia I Botany Q Religion
2 Library Science J Agriculture R Philosophy
A Natural Science K Zoology S Psychology
B Mathematics KZ Animal Hus-

bandry T Education
C Physics L Medicine U Geography
D Engineering M Useful Arts V History
E Chemistry A Spiritoal

and experiences

Mysticism W  Political
Science
F Technology
G Biology N Fiae Arts X Economics
H Geology O Literature Y Sociology
HZ Mining P Linguistics Z Law

Each of these main classes is further divi@ed iato
certain standard units on the basis of certain traits
or characteristics.

Book NUMBER

There may be more than one book on the same
subject and hence with the same class number.,
Therefore, book numbers are provided to indivi-
dualise one book from the other. The book number
may be composed of the first two or three letters of
the author’s last name. For example, the book num-
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ber of a book written by Jawaharlal Nehru will be
‘NEH’. The books with the same class numbers also
can be arranged amoung themselves according to their
year of publication. CC also provides certain short
symbols (J=1950"s then JI=1951, K=1960s, then
K3 =1963 etc.) to denote the book numbers on the
basis of the year of publication. The class number
and the book number are together knowa as the call
number—the unique number by which a reader or
staff member call for a book. The call numbers are
usually written in pencil in the book in different
entries of the catalogue.

In a library, books are arranged on the shelves from
left to right first by their class number and then
books with the same class numbers by their book
numbers. The numbers should be read as decimals
and not as whole numbers.

CArRD CATALOGUE

A library catalogue is primarily a ‘finding list’ which
is so constructed as to identify, trace and locate a
document in the library concerned.  The catalogue
which is prepared immediately on the acquisition of
books to keep the readers informed about the new
additions may be in a book form, in a sheaf form or
on cards. The card formis very popular and is
widely used by all modern libraries because this can
be kept up-to-date by adding or removing the rele-
vant cards of the new or withdrawn books as the case
may be. In a card catalogue, cards are inserted and
arranged in a tray in card cabinet under the headings
such as author, collaborator (editor, reviser, com-
pilor or translator) title, series, subject or call number
so as to satisfy all the approaches of the readers.

There are two types of catalogues, namely Dictionary
Catalogue and Classified Catalogue. In a Dictionary
Qatalogue, all the cards of the author, collaborator,
title, series, subjects and related reference are arran-

ged together in one general alphabetical sequence
like a dictionary.

“The classified catalogue, as the name implies, arranges
subject cards, in the order established by the classifi-
catton system used in the library for arranging books”.
It assembles all cards for the same subject at the same
place, irrespective of the collections into which the
books are arranged. Thus the classified part of the
catalogue provides an exhaustive list of books avai-
lable under a particular subject in the library.

For such a catalogue there will be an alphabetical
subject index. These subject cards will direct the
readers to the class number under which the books
on the subject are listed in the classified part of the
catalogue, Subject cards may be arranged separately
or merged into one alphabetical sequence with the
author, collaborator, title and series cards.

How 10 UsB THR CARD CATALOGUE

Look for autl;or, collaborator, title or subject, as the
case may be, in the alphabetical part of the catalogue.



The drawer labels and guide cards with guide words
on projected cards will help readers in locating the
required information from the catalogue. When
diﬁ'e_rent cards have the same heading, read the other
sections of the catalogue carefully. When the
required book has been chosen, write down the
call number, author and title on a slip as an aid
in finding the book on the shelves. A book can
be located from the stack room with the help of
the call number alone, but time and trouble are apt
to be saved and chances of error lessened if author
and title are also noted.

PARTS OF A Boox -

“Books are the instruments of intelligence. The more
we }m_ow them, love them, and use them, the more
their inexhaustible riches are made manifest.”

To make the best and the most intelligent use of a
book, a reader should first of all know the important
parts of a book. This will also help him understand
quickly whether or not a book is trustworthy or
fitted to his needs. The principal parts of an ordi-
nary book are.

Title Page; sub-title, if any; author, collaborator,
if any; place of publication; publisher and date of
publication. ““The author’s name is particularly
important because the value of what is said so often
depends on who says it.”” On the back of the title
page, the years of different editions and year of copy-
right are usually given. Phrases like ‘Revised Edition’,
‘Enlarged Edition’, ‘Second Edition’, etc. usually
mean that the book has been corrected, rewritten or
otherwise changed. These are important as they
show how up-to-date is the information contained
in a particular work. The year of reprint (that is,
printed without any change), is also usually given on
the back of the title page.

The table of contents is a list of chapters and other
parts in the order in which they occur with the page
number on which they are found. It is useful as a
summary from which to gain an idea of a book with-
out reading it through.

The preface is a preliminary statement of the scope
of the book. And the introduction is usually a
summary or statement of facts which must be known
before the thought content of the book can be under-
stood or appreciated. If a reader is interested to
know more about a subject, the Bibliography or
Reference given at the end of each chapter or at the
end of the book is very much useful to him. ‘“Biblio-
graphy is a list of books or articles the author has
consulted while writing his own book or which he
recommends for further reading.”

An Index is an alphabetical list of all the specific
topics, names of persons, places and events described
or referred to in a book, with the numbers of the
pages on which they are mentioned. The index
will show whether a book contains information on

a certain topic.

REFERENCE BOOKS

In libraries, the term “reference book” is made to
include any book which is not lent for house use.
“Any work may be used as a reference book, but
strictly speaking, the term applies to books which
have a great deal of information in a small space
and are specially planned for finding facts quickly,
such as the dictionary and the encyclopaedia”.

ENCYCLOPAEDIAS

Encyclopaedias are usually multi volumed works
which contain thousands of articles on ali branches
of knowledge or on a particular branch of know-
ledge. In the best encyclopaedias articles are often
written by authorities and are reliable for the date
when the encyclopaedia was published As all
branches of knowledge as a whole are covered by the
general encyclopaedia a special subject is frequ-
ently covered by a reference work devoted to it
alone; for example McGraw-Hill Encyclopaedia of
Science and Technology, Encyclopaedia of Social
Science, Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics and
so on. The articles in such works are often fuller
and more detailed than in general encyclopaedias.

DICTIONARIES

A dictionary is an alphabetical list of words of
languages with their meanings, pronounciation, parts
of speech, origin, definition and spelling. In certain
dictionaries appendix is also provided. It contains
a good information like lists of proper names,
abbreviations, foreign words and phrases.

YEAR B0OOKS, ALMANACS

Year books, Almanacs, handbooks and manuals are
some specific types of books intended to get a short
description of the affairs, events and conditions of
the world. The main purpose of many of these works
is to update standard texts which may be issued or
totally reviscd only at long intervals. Index will
help the readers to locate the required infor-
mation from these types of works.

BIOGRAPHICAL SOURCES

“Everybody wants to know what every one else is
doing, particularly the activities of the famous or
the infamous”. Entire books on individuals are
frequently not to be had or may not be satisfactoty.
Essential facts, sufficient for one’s purpose, can often
be found in general encyclopaedias and in biogra-
phical dictionaries. There are three main types of
Biographical Dictionaries: General or Universal,
National or Regional and Professional or Subject.
All of these works are known as ‘“Biographical
Dictionaries” primarily because the arrangement is
alphabetical by surname.

DIRECTORIES

A directory is a list of persons or organisations
systematically arranged, usually in alphabetical or
subject order. In the case of persons their addresses
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and affiliations etc. aré usually found in a directory.
As far as organisations ,are concerned, . their
addresses, offices, functions and similar data are
included.

GEOGRAPHICAL SOURCES

Geographical sources used in reference work may
be divided into three large categories: maps and
atlases; gazetteers and guide books. An atlas is a
volume containing maps. A physical map traces the
various features of the land from the rivers and
valleys to the mountains and hills. A route map
shows roads, railroads, bridges and the like. And
a political map normally limits itself to political
boundaries of towns, cities, states or nations.

A gazetteer is a geographical dictionary. A good
gazetteer includes names of towns, villages, rivers,
mountains, lakes and other geographical features,
population, longitude and latitude and in some cases
brief entries tracing the history and ecouomic and
political features of the particular place.”

A guide book is a geographical source, usually limited
to a single area (town, state, region or nation) and
highlights matters of general interest to the tourists.
It usually presents information on hotels, motels
museums, restaurants, and anything else of interest
to the traveller.

PERIODICALS

Periodicals and newspapers keep one posted with
what is going on around the world. The best per-
iodicals in their current issues give the latest thought
and information of the world and supplement
books. They often discuss subjects not treated
elsewhere, and print much material of lastimg value.

Periodicals differ greatly both in the kind of subjects
they handle and in their style. There are periodi-
cals of literary value, of scholarly style, technical
or specialized importance, essential to scholars and
scientific and technical workers and to men and
women in every field.

In a library, usually the periodicals and newspapers
are organized in a separate section. The current or
most recent issues of each periodical isshelved in
alphabetical or subject order. Periodicals and news-
papers rarely circulate for outside use because, it is
often impossible to replace them if missed and it
will bring inconveniences to users. Each number of
periodicals has a table of contents with title, author
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and page numbers of the articles discussed in it
Every year or in six months or anpy other convenient
period, a volume is completed, and many periodicals.
publish an index to each volume. Like the index of
books, this will help to locate the specific topics,
name of persons, places and events describad or
referred to in a volume, with the number of pages on

- which they are mentioned. This is helpful to under-
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stand whether or not an information is contained in
a particular volume.

For locating information from the volumes of more
than one periodical, one has to make use of indexing
and abstracting periodicals. These are the periodicals
“ in which articles published in periodicals are summa-
tised and they are accompanied by adequate biblio-
graphical discriptions to enable the articles to be traced
and they are frequently arranged in classified order”,

In addition to these general indexes, certain special
libraries provide special lists of articles published in
various subject periodicals to their clientele.

RuLes INn Goop SpIRIT

In order that all its readers will have an equal opport-
unity to use the library materials, certain rules and
regulations are established in all libraries, These
rules govern the kind of materials which are circu-
lated, the length of time they can be borrowed, the
overdue charged, the use of the library facilities and
the hour of services. One has to follow these rules
in good spirit.

A book is like a fine tool. If itis strongly made to
begin with, and is handled carefully, it will wear long
and give good service. If handled roughly or care-
lessly, it is damaged or even ruined. Inreading, to
turn a leaf, apply a dry forefinger. No marks or
notes should be made in borrowed books. When
not in use a book should be' kept closed on book
shelf, desk or table. For a book mark, do not fold
the leaf; use a paper slip. Do not misplace a book
from its correct place on the shelf, for a book mis-
placed is a book lost.

The library is a public property for the use of every
member of the present as well as the future genera-
tion. It is a social institution which is guided by the
most democratic principles, “‘every reader his or her
appropriate book”, “every book its appropriate
reader’ and ¢‘save the time of the reader”. The
services of a library, no matter how well-equipped
it is, will be effective only to the extent that each
member bears these cardinal principles in mind.



FOR UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

Centralised
Documentation

E. Johnson

ABSTRACTING AND TRANSLATION SERVICES SHOULD
ALSO BE CO-ORDINATED AT U. G. C. LEVEL

The University Library has a big role in university
education. The media that connects the university
and its library are the information and documentation
service. Tbe Documentation Service, Information
Service, University Library and University are closely
connected to one another and are interlinked in a
chain.

The Kothari Education Commission (1966) realised
this fact fully and recommended that the universities
should:

a) Provide resources necessary for research in
fields of special interest to the University.

b) Aid the University teacher in keeping abreast
of development in this field.

¢) Provide library facilition and services neces-
sary for the success of all formal programme
of instruction.

d) Spend the door to the wide world of books
that lic beyond the borders of one’s own
field of specialisation®

e) bring books, students and scholars together
under conditions which encourage reading
for pleasure, self-discovery, personal growth
and the sharpening of intellectual curiosity.

In India there are now 75 universities and their inte-
rests are different. All of them are linked to the
University Grant Commission in one way or other.
All the universities have libraries of their own they

one of different types and have documentation services
in accordance with their own interest, If these docu-
mentation services are co-ordinated according to the
relationship of the field of interest of the universities
in their distirict fields of academic carriculam and
research an inter-University information service
will emerge. '

Several methods are available for meeting the speci-
alised information requirements of universities among
them are abstracting, bibliographios, current awar-
eness services, indexing, retrospective information
files, union lists, microphones, tape-records, radios,
television, and films. A survey conducted in 197! by
the writer showed that these documentation services
are very useful especially for research workers. How-
ever such services can be successful only by co-ordi~
nation and co-operation.

Centralised Catalogue

One of the most essential pre-requisities is a centra-
lised Union. Catalogue for books, periodicals and
documents. The useful-ness of a library does not
merely depend upon its collection of books, but on how
it functions and on the services it can render to satisfy
the needs of its readers. 1In a country like India an
the libraries are not in a position to buy all the useful
books in the various modern fields of research. Union
Catalogue is circulated to all university libraries, it
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will give an idea what are all the books available in a
particular library. If this could be prepared under the
leadership of the University Grants Commission, it
will greatly economise the purchase of costly publica-
tions by different university libraries. For this purpose,
there should be a Central Information Service Centre
at the U, G. C. which can undertake the preparation
and printing of the Union Catalogue.

Every year at an appropriate time supplements should
be issued to the Union Catalogue so that every uni-
versity library can get an idea about the up-to-date
availability of the books in every other university
library. If any library requires a particular book or
a particular reference, it can get on loan from any
other library which has the requisite material.

For the purpose of making the Documentation Ser-
vice and the Union Catalogue more effective and
useful, the university libraries in the country may
be divided into four regions. For example, it can be
divided as follows:-

Southern region: Madras, Madurai, Annamalai,
Kerala, Cochin, Calicut, Kerala Agricultural, Coim-
batore Agricultural, Bangalore, Dharwar, Mysore,
Bangalore Agricultural, Sri Venkateswara, Audhra,
Mysore, Osmania

Northernregion: Aligarh, Delhi, Allahabad, Bana-
ras, Gorakhpur, Jammu, Jawaharlal Nehru Krishi
Viswavidyalaya, Kanpore, Kashmir, Kurukshetra,
Punjab, Ranchi, Rourkela, Sardar Patel, Sourashtra,
Udiapur, U. P. Agricultural, Varanasi Sanskrit
Vishwavidyalaya, Vikram, South Gujarat

Western region: Bombay, Lucknow, Poona, Patna,
Awadhesh Pratap Singh Vishwavidyalaya, Maharaja
Sayajarao University of Baroda. Gujarat, Indore,
Jabalpur, Jivaji, Jodhpur, Marthwada, Nagpur,
Rajasthan, Ravishankar, Sambalpur, Sagar, Shrimati
Nahiba Damodar Thackersey Women’s

Eastern region: Calcuotta, Gauhati, Gurdaspur,
Berhampur, Bihar, Burdwan, Dibrugarh, Gaubati,
Jadavpur, Kalyani, Magadh, North Bengal, Rabindra
Bharati, Utkal, Viswa-Bharati

Regional Committees

Four regional committees of the Chief Librarians of
the universities libraries can be formed and they
should decide which university library is suitable for
undertaking documentation services in a particular
subject. The regional committees should select five
members each and form a National committee for
co-ordinating the documentation service at the
national level. The supervising committee should
determine the types of documentation services possi-
ble now and select the subjects for documentation
service at the national level.

The main subjects taught at Indian Universities are:
Ancient Indian History, Culture and Archaelogy,
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Indology, Anthropology, Architecture, Assamess,
Astronomy, Audiology and Speech therapy, Buddhist
Studies, Chemistry, Commerce and Business Manage-
ment, Computer Science, Co-operation, Criminology
and Forensic Science, Dentistry, Dogri, Drama,
Economics Applied, Islamic Studies, Journalism,
Kannada, Kashmiri, Labour (Social Welfare), Law,
Library Science, Linguistics, Education, Education
(Physical), Engineering (all branches including Space
Technology), Geophysics, Gujarati, Hindi, History,
Home Arts, Home Economics, Home Science, Indian
Philosophy and Religion, English, Fine Arts, Folklore
Studies, Foreign Languages, Geography, Geology,
Pali, Punjabi, Pharmacy, Philosophy, Physics, Physio-
therapy, Planning, Maithili, Malayalam, Marathi,
Marine Biology and Fisheries, Mathematics, Mathe-
matics (applied), Medicine (sub divisions), Medicine
(Ayurvedic), Medicine (Unani), Metallurgy, Meter-
cology, Micro Biology, Military Science Studies,
Museology, Music, Naval Architecture, Nursing,
Occupation Therapy, Oceanography, Operational Re-
search, Oriental L=arning, Painting, Political Science,
Prakrit, Psychclogy, Public Administration, Sanitary
Science, Sanskrit, Sculpture, Sindhi, Social Service,
Social Work, Sociology, Statistics, Tamil, Technology,
Telegu, Theology, Urdu, Veterenary Science, Yogic
Science, Zoology, Oriental Titles

In selecting subjects for preparing national bibloi-
graphies, regional languages and those subjects
with limited scope in which only one or two
universities are doing research can be excluded,
After selecting the subjects, a committee should
be formed for each particular subject at the
universities where it is taught. These committees
should prepare separate lists of periodicals which
they are subscribing for and avoid the duplication
of costly periodicals. After preparing bibliographies
for each subject from available documents in a
particular library, they should be quickly despatched
to the right users at the right time without further
delay. A bi-monthly bibliography of each subject
will help the scholars, experts and research workers
In gathering information about the latest contri-
butions in the various parts of the world. The
regional committee should supervise this work;
the national committee should finance the service.

ABSTRACTING SERVICE

We know an abstracting service, like the docua
mentation service, is specially useful for scientists
and technologists. The national committee for
documentation can also supervise the abstrating
services going on in various scientific organisations,

The national committee should entrust the com-
pilation of abstracts to the uuiversity libraries
according to the facilities available ineach Uni-
versity and the library. In this also co-ordination of
the work done by different University libraries will
aid the preparation of complete and up-to-date
Abstracts; of different subjects

As suggested in the case of the documentation



services, in abstracting, too, regional and Univer-
sity level committees according to the special
interests of different institutions should be formed.
After compilation, the abstracts should be sent
to the concerned users at an early date. Photo-
copies of expensive journals could be made and
distributed to the various university libraries of
the country.

For this purpose, a photocopying and microfilming
unit should be set-up in a convenient region.
Here, again, a Union Catalogue of books and a
centralised list of periodicals are necessary.

American Libraries in India

Nowadays all universities are having information
bureaux of their own. But for co-ordinating this
service at an international level, a Central Infor-
mation Service is very essential. It should be
attached to the U.G. C. A translation programme
in a centralised manner for foreign periodicals
will be very useful and easier. Since most of the
developed countries publish the results of research
and studies in their own languages, it is necessary
and helpful for university students and scholars

to make available to them all up-to-date material
in a concerted manner
translation programme.

through this centralised

There are five American Libraries in India, one each in Bombay, Madras, and New Delhi, and

twoj in Calcutta.
Membership in these libraries is free.

These have served their Indian readers for the past quarter of a century.
Out of town readers are served by mail.

The five libraries offer their 100,000 members 98,000 books and 1,032 periodicals. Over 480,000

books are loaned every year for home reading.

In addition, another 642,000 volumes are used

within the libraries. New books and periodicals are brought to India by airshipment in order to place
them in the hands of their readers at the earliest possible date after their publication in the

United States. ;s {

The American Library in Madras, which serves the South, is locatéd at Mount Road, Madras.

79

PLATINUM JUBILEE SOUVENIR



@r0lasleno aatglaomol

@R)RBHIL! 1
jvlevisoemenud

621080 1ad 8T CIsaMEOmIge @O)M®HIelld ajavlan’]
»HONEBGo MUV TG @ 9J06MIN e ANIMYEHISTewIgGo
GRIAIM@EBG0 aJoOm 103N, MNOWEIIe 0110l P&ISTD
Q1063300 0, Q6B 10X 1™ 6 aN OJO@’]__Q._] »1d anome
apdas Helwes ?

af). Db, otan 1a0d

@OV QMO & eelcEn)o Tam,
cang Qamlears’auiool aaelgyo’

MW omesien VoML 1] 1S6EMoZo  AIQQAje Relajo,

PO Ja®ownjo  Calloel @RM@IL)lde  (Javianieesm
oBge 2l meoIm’ 6¥layesom T B INSLIGR T )
anTnlesm. qUIMo allsmLImyeaael@lod gaeIw)
ova0ene101880M  nJOM ERUREBER IR MMy agTmMm
@0 auauddes oJelREMIIM  UanIwlesmn @YD HI
enNe  @ymlerianmasts aloemloREm@e cmoas’
aom)leson nyevIBleleseseameaties] alemos
omlemo, @paiTu@Imldmozamenleme  caleeln@o
Wi lesMU@eS &I 0m1eje sMoMme’ alaqumale.

WNAWILIH, wIaomlep ailaioelrqv ewgmo veal
om6m cosueilejo 8OSATMOAN ATV MG EE0E8" U
@0CWI, BOMIEJo HSMENCWO 988  ([@JIUIMo EPME I
ele (yalen]se eamaEoeds” MTs e ) UBIDMg”. 0l l8mo
ao, W1B832800VG, (NGAIaLEMo @SB @810MEals JTECE
wauosmaIw] jmienlanimasgaas e gloyomlele
oo 1ol WeNWeealwEDiee  BI00TEZENE

eanss.

ATV MSEOEOCL|00 ) aldgpaow @oaom ey, o u)
@ SHIRIBEO] &8 ©I—OY LW ORII0TENCElT, oag° @Y

TRIVANDRUM PUBLIC LIBRARY

@G e0180CR10, MITVOMIM &M OIMGWI—BEDm°
BpmeIale gavlaiscemsss ajogoummm” e
@900 A JOEHUMAN SOMOMM TVHLIRTMNVIV] Elsac
adme°® aglgyammm; 8@ o&6igjomleo @ iaiwaarlod
OGN LIACEUEH SO S CAIIB Yo agfano.

oeasEyolwamds emloagn

a)olw eleetmleomdo MOQ)® af@ @Y 0L8HEWISIEM®
@G &t &00m101#0Q880" | aJ®1W elvsoe ag@ CNo
eacigu’0olwl@®  agommmaamalom @R tajimm®
esc1mn 00 es wugyoe mamem”coo'lmmm&loo'kwgg
amgjo 7010 algMD°. &g ioagn a®lsg nomle)
W3ieE” @eaiMI*00]) BIUMSE9IG agemom @ ae1le @ jorvl
avlacmmomledigoe amleoim riseomiemo ooy
eyoTan g l01e01qesm®,

7 BIYDMEE® AV00IM HIVEMNoHSIQPEIR®. o JTV M@0
@ S0RICMo 0ERANM @lgo. @Polslal (EJOI®e
@13 I0WITE A JNRYGMo ©a1Yo; alnlan’®elay al
@y e gaBIgo. el ]mayulen]eosmaosans @adjo
avgy.  ezavlen]anly sesomlcomean aceslelegy



&lat  almiesieleseye olgemlyy. @RULiondd
n)@@oerEm’ gmdas) amgylenseslwiwate aIYOD
mmaomﬁamgms Q@™ N®:Te g@iNo HaIYIQRR. @RS
wiemleado aljial’® erolayana imag Qyw:m?) @33R0
8O ©MORJON ILIDAW EISOOEES S aler gadgnow | @pal
7 JOREYEF-Y am@@mea,  l18mMmoce1IaIW Mo lmes
&oele @)mleu]eosmearg0e 6 o m'\&l(xg:]am Qo
ad aloages & Goolcd ERGAIenI® BoRM”’ gene)
@1 aggm Edo. afMIT ~RMLIM JaIBI i1l
@leiscemasges «oosomlcd o@* SGeaIne]
a0 g} & I6MRM.

at®mlw anolalmn aauglaje

®n0lay’ am@ aanscugEnlesma’lal sielle jolavlee
fMmeBes o9 CaEgem oo ®loasg ot ogjog] a1lma?
alean oroiceg’@] al@leolenrenmrm emman.
@no lauNem ) @@ 1d Lomy 600 At le: W la)lesomag @vsen’
fmaje @Ml WEMRIR oMo agdeaglelesm
@1l oy U e Te:eemaEce ‘murim  almens
mal a0’ g™ saadlenem” @olweq |SAN@°.
oRaMm. T ARWR Qs IY3je U alo HITVAND" KM@ 2
allas @y enls oem orglenwlolesc—eam a1le >auai0d
TOICWI, &0 gﬂ'lmdzbo (@GO IBRID,  CLlM@BaIoD ]
821),  (NBUAHEM TLLIALIMEBLRNS mchm“ DRI00QBH00,
MBS OO0 M&Z, MSalsTeedlgjete @msakIw @ietlae
@ l:oemen g MosmaWwly’ o@° c)@ewo w1
Iem”,

al®leWwsm A @ am »ielle oo en]soemomic

‘ane2aolon® odalan@ savisnavoolwes

((D._I(D;] maaﬂsmmawﬁ rergmuo,;mosmﬂ .

BT LldHo A 126mIMAaIlad 1a: o

‘erolatleomo ea105l0om01 agan@®  memim Moy
mswoax’lmmmnrum'lrbrm’lgsrg". CRlImOOMTLISe UceM
gyo@oaelolsemm @9 aogletmOIRPes wmie ERELo
QoL 1@BOSHMD"E BRYM HOAS |ds atmvlens oimsmng
esnem®. wlimisuwmsesss ®iells @I lav la0emamnce
pparad avlalisslwiele mimemem  wosusglcd moom
nJdl@0W nlOMEBGO @ﬂgmﬁSﬂMﬂmgo BRMIAINEMe aal
YN HBRSHNEOMISHSTW ERPMBdILll: @Jrvienleoan
OBESS afims B8O Alayeoovge e  World List of
Scientific Periodicals, Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory,
Ayer Directory of Newspapers and Periodicals
(USA) “Benn’s Newspaper Press Directory” (UK}
@R I® @E)ruienanemeante mo EBWeIalld jov]
eleoiMarges tal@age m0q wlarmsgoe o lg]l
@8N GOI&80am°. MY ERWSHIAS (EJaVIanleoemss
8108 ERpe s @) tBh0S18WIRe CRIAIMEEte & IRjo
emi1qo @ovlenismolgaimmm. eroiwled 30 womome
@EPAUBCOMONTR’ &mmIwoeje gmp ¢mislecwigo 6lsum
R0 aJO 1 ERNELT BRI 6 &I0e ©.al@anal
WOBIMIR’ &msmaeiwloleans., 0T UTPORIEH”
‘@ro’allac®o  fanigleoomo) agan  ERUwomlcmnlom®
mao amgylelocaeaegm”.

epolalemo g9  ecsogleomolges  wnyo aydap
00T ERecd:lejo G4HTBaMMEMET? S0lasam:lejc ping”
agae’ ato@an@® Gyenla cuweelwleleson. ageam
macd cenaamion) womogls 65 sintiealed momm

OHhulonad @@ an’n’sra’oo’m®® edmalm®

sleleje @omeaw ailonwasg leje ealg @oiloomlscino (@alavleosmasglod
aiman 13,000 somigs cclaumangns %0lg|4lo APy aiemiqe T0080ge ojoammglenw

QA VWDHSNIMHS M 1HIom 1300,

eelum @Bolm1Gd (e jrulavleTaisewe, allcloeiel
@’ aiN®oaue ems ajipenIIon]BsQe 6algmmdl
mls® o)m@aon e’ afg OB IRIBVIRIOMH L6 Hh ST AL
m)'lgmo:nﬂroﬁmam w? ageEownm) emsIw ©Im saogl
sel muo'@Ino 1608 GRAUISEIIGMo aolPe &06M3” e
WNAHINM 0S|SO,  agDd al® I aJoyeomleal
gmare @mime oI Ym” ofg O>IRISHILIHOD
a1vaeneeIWiniase adamiem® G IMmod0e. MO00IM®
AOOMIMD aOATNITI, aJTRHEBRISBIDe BBHUWICHISH]
(N EUAUHMAJC n10MAjo MSEMAN B8R0 (RQYOHN @RI
8180 o — oo jom b m lam® ques snlaogee allanlac
B0 'ea0.

a136mwI@ § (o) Id O soEs 1@ a@@oaﬂg"ggg @R g & Cada”
BRmeoeld  (oulenleEemaste (@) fNUIYeadasl
@oWIMges G oM IHBUOM & I0FMe m@OMOAD. MO
(M 1ep & ReD TEEEREs TUMIdSe0 @RAIG %u” 61010
2908 MIELJAR] 66 jtmie lanwomled wealay
Mo @algimalei®)  senacmlemdo mImo o song lad
0)@EWI EPYB/HTe QAE°. HICAC BRGe AODHOIN 1H]AN
aJemIn®m) ©LNIH0Rl0 AOQER0Id GROTRIND I®HTEE 285
BMgo UBSD AU BHODIEAN: moﬁ@ar&jgawim 00 § 603
08g4001Res QRO BREM JabeMmo mIdEm a o)° ERALIGUD
Al IHVAN BOQ @O OIEOBEOS GREMJoxMo  @SHBINYAN
MIN°. MY MVYSDIe NEUHIMODTIOMO EHBWNIZ aJEOD
0o, @JEOI®Tg"  WIEY—TVICHD I& oo neEa 1D,

alesmimomleto @ysowme mssamm. 65 elusgoe
arolgmoiniw] momeg? goien ldomemm pol Ao
2®1008DH  AWAHITVIWIRICHM? 0700 sHAIDWRJI0
Q0EIBIMEE UsHowles?

H»2 T s T TRB2I@e atd Mo Too

Jema 192490 Wlanom 1@ 3 3aHEMEDI, olOMAMI
MSEm ™M BEICe TUIMMo Al lanXAIMIeal Geleumen3te I
2{CMIB8RIIM nid | Walg] 0dTRURIe. & salavsio]c
@IQIOIIE] 8B/ NGUUSM ao;m”lnu"'s']@m%ma__lsm
celnimerg 1 ao@arw] mIgeie e8manImIqumenmm”
SHBED. aMIT 8SH@1TVE ] agan WICLW B altm’)
MmO 1eeTm g0 BRYM®02116 @JTVTaL]soMmsece a oo
O 60T ARANIAND” & MHa". By ]IM,0nt s, @0aim,RO@MM,
@oypie’, @oeanles mSoeiw 0o e lcdmlemosm®
megyimeIno Jaulewlaoemance LEINEY. muaDeydo
BD000 23" QIOR.M &Y 1IYemo? Q@ MUMIINE.®  TU0gay
momTwsenslgje quiavyeg). @9 alatmicmuce gdmloe®
RaH0g |5 IMER a@Ba]rSe8IaW° @ alls padecnglen®
@i ievlsoanosge @MU SIS’ ERME IR @
B8R0,

MWOWH T lee AP M SIDhTeW e

ODBOW B MV To® — @R M 60a° s Tow® @ictld (o
avlenleoimasce wlalw leawanglad enog ®oelo

8l PLATINUM JUBILEE SOUVENIR



lesienlaligee  celummmegesclygs  alwe
L-Co MBRBHMN. Al lan@mIde, GRIMGHMO Galm”, seleum
Mo@s, GRIAIMO QTaANIZEM &oellse  gjovlavlsosm
O 16MO cai@o Alastje oMU AI@EE BN XY
S JWIMDBIVT suR10q|SOmIQ @y e’ rV° cow,”
8Ton* eREME Bt CRlIMADIHMO )BE00HST MTido.
BRENI° MV SIS §Hhao MMWIWH TYSHGo EMIH| ERHOIDY
000 CRIUMEED 6.008010WHASSHWo @RI B TRJOemN
MI0IH0108H:Yo DalQle. TVEESHAIRHED DS IME” @)a]
ERSWOTDNIASE” CRIEIMMBZOS alOEPRHO® 6.100EI DR
w8164 SE8AI Mo N Y@L 1518, emalg MW eals
UMb SHPIQPAN agroms lejo 0BRIN01WIC 6’ caisumo
90 0BMIgRMM @M 1aI&0Mo  gaei]  agme oo,
WMERIOD aldtc ERMeLIQas aseligyolaldmlam’ ees
0l @aly o3 {MER0  BaOVGZVIRI00” (@)@ &e80
quaUIBT 6 9SSRI IM°  TVA0IW B8N TLOI AIMBEO
©jicawla mlelsoomiee eswle mlalaeomlee
DEB°.  GRIAING BRMYEINW L0 M&TM auiameginma]
CRINEE MADRAWe 9 011wl quaIsiselo. Wad
an @ ierl ‘e miacnmed muemlanlae’ 60008008
auad aaupd’  (INSDOC) meso@omad  muano®oemm
MMM UOtaimpoem®. @RI OV SI& s Tomn —em
W& V1w’ @gMVlenlersmarges msem gl edGe @
W SAVUMIES BRMAH 0201w,

omalanad @mmi“m'sog o’
U@RTDOW B @R MV’ SI® s Tow® @oald aioulan
SOEMOMIM* ©8I.00MBIW) EREADTL6M 6 *ae0dd
equoeaauo0’l, &tanTew?, ejmleslaalssmm ‘eaa’
SO @RV S0H TV’ A lerB1es06mM 18030 M MoeD®.
09 @Jolone @ymvicnleaeims senlovsiwles enm
MWL Ta WL 1elo Hals BROID lOOTMICRIND @M d
ele @youlavi&smeaeg M UmaD BRIIMMEEHS I
Mohaoazoe moiglantlcd EJavlevismeissm  oIigeEal
@RY°atpjm Igyloao aeilgjomlc gegwo 700 ajosmos
80000 PO R)paeIw]io ege, 65H0e| T 10} Eoozam
52 eudemmte;  aj0ed M’ YO mABEAE TYs.Bo-
Alau@min, WNOG0O, Ganidnel sHBeLG " TYE:0.
81803 elseamlejo pegwe 13,000 sewimmsges &0
@ gaeiwloleas. @adenls wolrvey 24,000@q.
09 @yauied lensmom n°® GRAIW J0 I BEIM VW)
B0 Mallandto @YY AIEMOIQe BRAYS I UImeeme aal
Qoo amos wlses quoeemml®0jo  8RMAINAID IR
Vo0l 1WIMETEte Mapes MV@ MVla&cesm loaleamn”.

BRI MLISO& GHRASHYO  MMWOWH ' TYHBESWE NN
MUoMITW gy WY VIR ‘CAU0I8ODEMDOauMD’.
AW IBRH A EMO UM 16D HADM alr wlelme ModGBM® Tm®
oo, 0103 8@  MuoIaingeng® - anl. @R, s, avl.
(eawosgeme@oar® 01ludzy”® @sWIMew® aaumoa).
anpm 0 memlgo @ndalsMasmIgoiaje pes earieEnolw
momes @prauleMWO msaEalod MIaNIem” @yt ay S3
.ﬂa"sago Q«hmw&"m}a,go a1 clel:Nepelo)

sanlnvts'@lod mo@ag) @00imas Mlenwanaieje
‘e ocaIR1B00d @R MV’ SIG S M ” ‘anIco o lavd
41" pMeaL® aUY’) ‘anlaule: " au® B Y SI® s mut”,
‘eidecamla’ @y I sIa s’ M ‘eamadecgs
rleod @AV IV SIM s U, ‘BaVIP YR IR TGO Md
@R AU SIS TV, ‘@oaIEn0 @YW nMandtmatmd
AUBMBEV? EPENI” TV SIS 5TV, MSHE] 85eM S Gy’
UG0S0 @Y M&S0e) ldh @JrvIenlerimauegiw) pmg®,
‘enamyad qUEMILY @YY TV G0, S VY ‘DB au°
oMy’ ‘00w’ § mmiid aileleowlentd eloosoqd,

TRIVANDRUM PUBLIC LIBRARY 8

@sesi@a payc ey e eoimascess? 9aoadoau
gi6m°. neelausmay2u@] MITWwegls 8@  TuoIImED ]
Mo @AY M 'SO& S gr BIW " TYHBo s 6 fyow
mslesod ouoebiBgy, ERM®ING  govlavle osn
Rt 0layelnlw Idge®o MYanlsea®o ealcgere)
umm e10lay MINBLIMSs® TVOOBID  ERWIOMO &5
QMo &S | @D gald 0 loamm.

avdald: 1) eIy 1od e).e:o%«m»’]mocm’loo

NBAIGHET TUNJAIMEBOE TVOMITW Ial1SETMIBO 6T
OREOBSNIT @JIWIMIe &Ie1d  (@Jav aL e oememoss
MHANWIM°. aJIRdeEge M0Go MUIETRUIM UeHWIM
o 1wiges OHWes aamlo i HSOC8 EY®I0)ld
@mlen] e oamostasacaae] 0al8ININAasIIE”.  CH0g
@emlzae’avlon] eeeignolwlcs 2 elemcomoge @ad
ales asam  1000somoge epmetenla eyovlanieocem
BEDS T ERSTM GHUEl.UND D®dILIEMIGe UMEm M)
@, @ewlod #00" megi® el @aulenleomaosges
aggge ad@Iewoge @0 10loem. &M g H@QMN
QU IS BEUIDIOEMo.

@I e1e @iavienlaoimearg @ aisi@oe Wi Mgy
Qaswosm’, ‘@loudteldarlem,’ ‘o081 @senlw
mlen]scmeosgss wgw  closmsc wlet mlocom
0oHQ@eN®]  alei®o (pexgidlgl  &IFMIQENES RY0.
epmeielle  @ovleviscemasglod  @eowlma.eam
)10 ERUVWEB affJle®=an allCbsnocigm® aliye
@auownlad ey lan’gooniwlessigasmecanle). 90101
ORI ABIMe  BIDID TR (GaiOM 0 HIqVe
CMsTURMEY afM@ I TUDJo.  GWanT a0l aeG00R1
como elgya-0om arloloargo®) Eymeoel e @ymulen]
SO NIRENS oRSH080 1501 MYayall aiMBaldemm.,
@, 01w ee oM g glemd gnM@nies @ow mldzalwu
pIwlolesawe 0algoe. @YW lsem @Epglm® @Y
aol@san Mnlato @RHaola] wlUoEmEte GRWINVEA0
200 HOMEMDUIM ERMHI 1S (@yrlen’]soemasce
cee WIWo o3 Eesanlaseg) OHgosaloas euwmay
oo’ eecigyoleg o ayemlgiumon.  am %o0em
U, 8Jo BRA A JOTDDHITBCAI. D | MIWIS8UID N0
0'g). ®PRIEYO bR g) emIdeUId aN@es @BIMAT
890088, aBe@a 8jo 8@ cuIgiomlemo  sovamlems
Mago Vol loJamd 89000 @] iseRAIIM #1550
B8R0,

BRSO S0LI0D° BIE0IL0I Jeswaam mlalw eealgy
o'leg 1oy uegEMo @al@lgsamo, w YUlauweng @
OaIZUIRAIY BTGl s M lavlewsmeegss olw
OB 2000020NH WEB0 11081 BTV canIes®’
@©006e 1 ayavlewleo losswaeIwl. “olRancd aqm)
QB $00082000° a0’ VXM Tan e 0 lolwddau’:
8508” CHOZOOM TLOMITW TSI BAN0ED” . @ag. avl.
aPaV. agM°. @RA. (oo @BV @an®  covd
oHyEd qUAL® olavde)) MZWEIV 8@ TV
@emo auiganla wo wlonweouglmdegls @M@l
8BRS aJoqysial® midmlg w@aw, g0 Do JolJ=NLId,P:
818 m 1am* emi®enIm @rvlante osmomledo ®R0
WO BRlZLo aB000je ERSOM Rl IOV eeiEn 0]
ORMISEMMR’ BO00eB60 1 QuIdth &9 lgmn, o T 1@}
Pg]S T8B081 ImIB JmIan e cemaeg i@ oJwim
A5’ ‘e lmd &HI00881900° ®RaQ® celsman®
aslelewanlesmau emm quoom® agaby’ egan @yavl
avl@neme.



aVA MAAMAAAAAMAAAAATAABAASAAMATAAAAA AL MAAAAAA WA AAMAAVMAAA VAWV

aa1gomld ailR’emImmvIadiom o

6503 2aHI Madav°ooloo g amdo 225

@om _ja1lom

0203ID, BOMm
0PBoBIB, GOM

o2 g 1o o0’
aoanaes’]

®ia)d. Seumiggen’,
Qonanael]
®IRIalB®

GOWY. GBWIW°
ad, BICMIBOM

ag. w1,

@03an’1e13 102943

ecaemIm

030749 102543
BADI. B dh, afM. QIR
21, @dallgs

S (Vonlo GRIEUM:®D

eI Qamm

®@J3. all. agau°.
cOlIRl I QU

o MInd’emallas

8@ (VoI CRIGUMA
B Uonelo Galeldd
&I
|, ag)o, eI

WBHOM MIWD

©e1an®, CHM®
w1alEI DM MIWA

WMEIaye, AIaH SO0,

475

7,00

13.25

13,75
16,50

15,50
3.25
4.00
2,50

18,00

7.25

9.50

10.00

14.75
9 00

9,00
15,00
5,50
5.00
10,50

6 25

26,
28,

217,

28.
29,

30.

31

32.

38.
34.

aJien’lsmomeasg 1od  ofleim®

agydaTmlwo lam®
@>onlygd a1l. 8. BIGMIBEM 4,50
@236590 9 eavesn oo
ludomed; ad'l, oo e emad 4,00
G0I5IBBHIB
U lURGD &:03: aul, ealsmewialieldd 5,25
©1@d: WlUdomG®: o], GBI OM 5:76
soanlews
ngdR1MI0le3® ago. ago. CadhaK®B®  7.25
_rO® a0 av° @ @B o
8IM°, OENG°, QAN°...
®ROOD O waIeRIQ° 10.00
avalgo
smID® m’\omgo % H 0 OMWanDIrv® 11,00
@af@BIV DD OO Mo
@Ry calsm 1o
m1B°wImajo ag. vl alaay 2,25
@NEM G (3 103 1 eQwd, 6n1dmy 6RAMVan® 7,00
AU 0

m1myrlalocn ]

P fI. edImmL® 6.00

S, g0ae1olaldelne, WIaUlsame

35,
86.
317.

88,
39,
40.

41.

42,
43.

50.

51.

52,

53.

& )00t 1 T @ dhoo 8m Muonpio colaim® 85 00
98 9mgau’l @D | BAgMDDNIWAD 3.25
@103 138 1qyaw
o adainleniad-
alQidEmam; o Taidm 5.25
@I0)o MISTBWY O OF: Yo 0010} 10.00
QAU oOEHEMoO atl. @apd. gdom] 4.50
a9 9ol gdoma 953 gjenatiamen
eniatielgaymmawd 10.00
B@ ToentlRIwomo
@ amaellsg Tad o ag@. EImlataoum 8.00
200G I BT &M quonglo GRIAIGA 22 50
SISl TVopasMo &@ (Votalo caleud:d® 28,00
211w’ @e
2lum: av @o 2.26
e (oerg @amm%m) ng® L1 @ @ S 4.00
alolemime 8M UoNelo Galeud® 14,50
mawIdarTmlauo agm. aul. mow@d 5,00
DM L IaVREo BM VALl GRIGUMAD 6 25
LT YY TLMYNETB0o GWwa. @A agau®. atlgs 6.00
APYGOIM jo, HHAB_JW0ITV @e
anlovlewigel GOI. BIWAIMBE:G ] 5.25
e lgmIaniIvo:
aludons Q. miaim 8.25
dh § IBAVD EOWI. afoe. Od. MINVG  4.00
sn1oelalld lor cowa, o g 16,00

s m)“oo’]oocgg" @Jmlewls: 2ememdo  ag) R0 (@) 25U m;o);z"(m"ooo@«e:@"@go &1g0.

af)R)? @ )aV1en1eHesmaBgnsYo

QU NCEDER : @070 eMO1g" aflyO s

a101@o,
1. ein® sni°qonajol@o
(8a0Mic gIIO)
2. B8)om eu°Qanajol@e
é (aBaec 82U70)
8, omyI ainl@o
§ (8mmao @87U0)
4. DyIa1nl@o
§ (@830 BIW0)
S, IR au_Imey
TunIMoem 1 amao
g a10l@o (8mMao 83U0)
6, owi® canlwogyas
g TUIGAN | alvRIITMEl0
7, 810010 atlom
8. sin®m oloi@o
(8o @3W0)
9. 9 alal@o
§ (e)Ia11m andelo)

10, oamys axwl@o
(awydieio)

11, ooy, alaslmuoam,
& 8 .olm

12. eamyad aviaquom e
(eJUP° METBDe

13, coogomleomo
auaUEm 1 i Teaome

é 14, @atela®@0emsoss o
aquagany quoaUEe lé
aloTudommalo—

g ea0g om 1o

15, celssainl@o

§ (8Mdc 8IWo)

16, 17 cauaatl®woon®
aemIwm (qodnlay
2121@o oG BILEDBT)

18, @nenelaom eagdymo

g sTama i @o
a1 lQidcm e ;

19, mpuwmisH qg)mmm1aa|
A1lal® g 01esBe

20, @ERWMI1H cEM
ARISM B0

21. smyToes
mTe‘;a@‘;omo

22, aienicg e
0 Teatamav®

23, meiwigo
2@ O @0 PO ®I VUG

24, muan queatlwomo

§

83

Aesallau e s 1Y &so0eelInTme, danlanod

WRWOH°sd

€ 0B BIaH) Wad L 00T004g”
MIBa3, O1GU NMalde-3

PLATINUM JUBILEE SOUVENIR



With the best compliments of :

ORIENT LONGMAN LTD.,

PUBLISHERS,
36-A, Anna Salai, Mount Road, MADRAS-600200

Showrooms at : 801, Mahatma Gandhi Road, BANGALORE-560001
3.5-820, Hyderguda, HYDERABAD-500001

Regional Offices at : Nicol Road, Ballard Estate , BOMBAY-400001
17, Chittaranjan Avenue, CALCUTTA-700013
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Greetings from:
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14/15-F, Connaught Place, NEWDELHI-110001. Karukutty, KERALA.
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With best compliments from:

S. I. REFIDPIDIAR & SONS
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QUILON ALLEPPEY ERNAKULAM

Outstanding 1973 Releases from Asia

S. R. Rao : LOTHAL AND THE INDUS CIVILIZATIiON Rs. 120 00
Sundara Babu : FUNDAMENTALS OF RADAR 36 00
M. S. T. Narayanan : A COURSE IN ELECTRICAL MACHINE DESIGN 32 00
J. P. Rao Rayapati : EARLY AMERICAN INTEREST IN VEDANTA 40 00
Jasbir Singh Ahluwalia : MARXISM AND CONTEMPORARY REALITY 00

ASIA PUBLISHING HOUSE PVT. I.‘I'Du

H.O: CALICUT STREET, BALLARD ESTATE, BOMBAY-1
B.O: Calcutta O NewDelhi O Lucknow O Madras 0O Bangalore
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Most literate peopie read many kinds of material for many different reasons... Other
popularly accepted opinions about reading in general can be listed indefinitely:

most people read trashy fiction; most people read substantial books in libraries; the
movies and radio have taken the place of reading for most people; farms and sparsely
settled regions supply the heavy readers; the astonishing success of the book-of-the
month clubs has made the reading ofybooks almost’ universal; /people read mostly
about sex. Each of these is stated in terms of black and white. Hence none is correct,
The fact is that most people read some of all kinds of material and for a wide

variety of purposes.

Dr, Douglas Waples

"These books are not cloth and jnk and paper,
they are persons’’

- Fred Eastman in his
"Books That Have Shaped the World™

Every discourse ought to be a living creature,
having a body of its own, and a head and feet;
there should be a middie, beginning and end,
adapted to one another and to the whole.

Plato: “"Phaedrus”’, in Dialogues

No sooner had we made our bow to Mr. Cambridge, in his library, than Johnson ran eagerly to one side
of the room, intent on pouring over the backs of the books . ... Mr. Cambridge, upon this, politely
said, ‘Dr. Johnson, | have the same custom which | perceive you have, But it seems odd that we
should have such a desire to look at the backs of books’. Johnson instantly started from his reverie,
wheeled about and answered, '’Sir, the reason is very plain. Knowledge is of two kinds, We know

a slbject ourselves, or we know where we can find information upon it. When we inquire into

any subject, the first thing we have to do is to know what books have treated of it. This leads us to
look at catalogues and the backs of books in libraries™.

Boswell: Life of Johnson
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$Sarvavijnanakosham

A Comprehensive
Malayalam Encyclopaedia

K. M. George

Chief Editor,

Malayalam Encyclopaedia

Authoritative reference books in Malayalam have
been a long-feltneed. And the nead became acute
when the role of Malayalam as a madium for all
kinds of enlightened communication came to be
established. Taking this into consideration, the
Government of Kerala set up in 1961 a new Depart-
ment for the compilation of an Encyclopaedia in
Malayafam. Soon Prof. N. Gopala Pillai, Retired
Principal of the Sanskrit College, was appointed
- Chief Editor along with an editorial staff.

According to a scheme approved by the Government,
the Encyclopaedia was planned in 10 volumes of
1000 pages each, covering a total number of 40,000
topics. It was soon realised that the staff was in-
adequate for such a stupendous project. However,
some preliminary work was done, but Prof. Gopala
Pillai died in June 1968.

The present writer took over as Chief Editor in July
1969 a year after his predecessor’s death. He reorga-
nised the set up and widened the scope of the project.
According to the new scheme, the Malayalam Ency-
clopaedia which has the title *SARVAVIJNANA-
KOSAM' will contain about 30,000 articies and will
be published in 20 volumes of RA 4 size, each
volume consisting of about 900 pages.

87

The Encyclopaedia is to be avaluable reference book
on all aspects of knowledge. And for easy reference
articles should appear in the alphabetical order. It
should be ageneral Encyclopaedia addressed to the
educated layman, and not a spscialised one in its
scope and treatment. In the selection of topics and
allocation of space, due emphasis will be given to
Indian subjects, highlighting the Kerala region
wherever justifiable.

As the work could be satisfactorily processed only
by a team of subject-specialists, ably assisted by
Advisory Committees of experts, chosen for each
field of knowledge, the vast area of knowledge was
divided into over 40 major subjects. These subjects
have been grouped into ten sections as follows for
administrative convenience.

a. Astronomy, Mathematics, Physics; b. Agriculture,
Botany, Zoology, Medicine (Anatomy & Physiology); c.
Language and Literature; d Chemistry, Medicine, Health
and Hygiene; e. History, Politics, Public Administration,
f. Reiigion, Philosophy, Psychology and Education; g.
Geography, Geology, Oceanography; h. Engineering,
Architecture, Aeronautics, Communications; i. Econo-
mics, Sociology, Law, Industry, Communications, Com-
merce, Transport and Journalism; j. Art, Music, Sports
and Athletics, Folk-lore, Photography, Printing, Publi-
shing and other items,

PLATINUM JUBILEE SOUVENIR



Each section thus formed, consists of subjects which
are more or less allied, and is in charge of an Assis-
tant Editor who is a specialist in one subject having
a fair acquaintance with the other subjects in that
section. A few sub-editors and editorial assistants
are there to assist the section editors. The Chief
Editor directs and supervises the work of the Editorial
personnel.

There are two important bodies functioning outside
the Editorial Unit. The first of these, namely the
Encyclopaedia Commltitee, is responsible for the
editorial and administrative policy. The second body
comprises several advisory committees constituted to
advise and guide the editorial staff on academic
matters. The advisory committees consist of about
180 eminent scholars and experts drawn from acade-
mic fields, the cream of Kerala‘’s intelligentsia
These specialists not only advise on the selection of
topics for inclusion in the Encyciopaedia and compe-
tent cantributors to write the articles, but they also
contribute and review articles. The editors in the
sections do the checking, editing and processing. The
Chief Editor is, no doubt, the Chief Executive Officer
and the co-ordinating authotity as regards the edito-
rial work and naturally the final editing is done by
him.

A very important aspect of the work is the finalisa-
tion of topics to be included in the Encyclopaedia.
This is done in three stages. In the first stage, the
editorial staff attached to each section works out a
preliminary [ist of topics coming under each subject.
For this purpose, they consult all important Encyclo-
paedias and other valuable reference material
available in English. This is satisfactory as far as
topics of inteynational significance are concerned.
But while considering the topics of national and
regional importance, the work isreally difficult. They
have to consult various and divergent sources as
authentic and comprehensive reference material is not
abundant. Thetopics thus coilected are placed before
the relevant advisory committees who carefully check
them and suggest many additions and deletions.
Thus from all the ten sections the proposed topics
are pooled and arranged alphabstically. The number
of topics selected preliminarliy comes to over 30,000
out of which on an average about 10,000 topics will
be Indian.

The next stage of reviewing, checking and coordina-
tion is done internally by the editorial staff. Several
meetings of the section editors are held under the
Chairmanship of the Chief Editor at which the topics
are throughly discussed and finalised. It is at such
meetings that attempts are made to arrive at a uniform
standard in the various sections. The space to be
allocated for each topic is settled, duplication
avoided and the manner in which two or three sections
should co-operate to process major topics discussed
and decided in detail. This is a long and exacting
process, but one which is really fruitful. The details
of topics that are finalised are printed in the form of
booklets and sent to the Advisory Committee members
and other experts for a final check up. The idea is
that for a work of this dimension and goal, the door

for improvement should be kept open till the fast
moment. The topics list have already been printed
for the first two vowels and those for the remaining
vowles in the press.

A scheme of visiting editors has been accepted as an
experimental measure. According to the scheme,
select writers on various subjects would be invited
by the Chief Editor to spend a few days in the head-
quarters to write articles, on topics assigned to them
in consultation with the Section Editors. They may
utilise the facilities available in the Encyclopaedia
Library and the other libraries in the city. They will
be paid a daily allowance of Rs 25 for the days
they spend inthe headquarters. As provided for inthe
schema, quite a few scholars were invited to advise
and help the section editors in connection with the
salection of topics and preparation and reviewing of
articles.

As already pointed out, the editorial staff getting
expert guidance and advice in the various aspects
of the work like finalisation of topics, settling the
length of articles and selection of competent contri-
buters and reviewers. This ensures a satisfactory
standard for the articles to be included in the
encyclopasdia.

The Advisory Committees have met several times and
helped to finalise the provisional lists of topicsin
each subject prepared by the editorial staff. About
30,000 topics have thus been finalised. As envisaged
now, about threefourths of the total number of topics
will have to be got written by outside experts, the re-
mainder being prepared by the editorial staff. Articles
contributed by outsiders will be paid for at the rate
of Rs. 40 per 1,000 wards. And assignments are being
made to experts in various subjects. Sometimes
articles are got written in English and translated into
Malayalam.

The first volume of Sarvavijanakosam was released -
on February 10, 1973. The second volume is in the
press and the work of the third volume is progress-
ing. Copies are now available (Rs. 60 per copy)
with the Language Institute, Nalanda, 'Trivandrum
and the agents who sell the publications of the
Institute. The first volume of the Encyclopaedia
has been very well received by the press and the -
public. The reviews uphold the opinion that it is a
significant addition to the literature of knowledge
in Malayalam and most welcome at a time when the
medium of instruction at the University level is being
switched over to Malayalam. As regards the stand-
ard of production, the general acclaim §s that it
is definitely superior to encyclopaedias available in
the various Indian languages and isa close approxi-
mation to Encyclopaedia Britannica.

The article cannot be closed better than by quoting
a letter sent by our esteemed Prime Minister to the
Chief Editor: ““Thank you for sending mea copy of the
tirst volume the of Malayalam Encyclopaedia. | cannot
read the language but judging from the illustrations
you seem to have undertaken an ambitious task. The
printing is also pleasing ‘*. '

TRIVANDRUM PUBLIC LIBRARY



BHORBIaHI D100 4,5"

R "emom
(HNN6RLD

nwdg@menwoar oelomlsd galeinlanig)m 250 oo
WOg alWaHEBl ®™YI029e lW®me RIcaumo allrINaBg @
m1lam® 700 QMO 00 &HHOBODHT 0eNEODR° @S]
paIMIIM@e M IQro2ac®w emgasggl.  @adguloo)g°
0PI CIVAUNTBRDS arlerl wolge a@olwemaas1®
CHOzOM 1Ll BOMAIW_ )Ae ALIWIFAIHIMo

w1, o, ®°

BoauIr00Mo° AW 0H°Sa,
€0au0MaV°0010043°

(S omemledowe CaUOLMOMTaMORo BOWMo @me 0@l avl, Eoarjmedcmocd  ERENEJIVOISme @
wlaetswoawmeama® zmowluoyemlees (i 630wlw memlemo eInniwlzrwimm.
al@olionsem®. 196183 smmoomu® U e L1IWIRINYHS

2@2105MBWINEMIE ITWIRY Meeonje gomMIgjo G&i010leemTaum olegdg® qUIleIMTa@BIYe @D
oo, CatmMWFy1om gomosﬂ(_mnamm']«m @l gag ®RelEIRV™IW ol Al 1967 agaycd mocvom1cd
SHQPQMRIW],  MAeS VNN HJTR0Ime Vo Toa]s addan @ deardan quensm wla oejorvaIoimaes
@° D omle ERenIanlajemosasloaoem’, olgf  alomao UEIMSMO af) SO @ Imnime omIwI@m: M)
g0 arlegadmnlyes migetan®lenasd ofMMMIA  HLINWIAI MRIGS|dS ‘‘adRJo maiomieje  eeUOWM
Mo 18 0RO Mo agm® 193708 atemwi@ R @mel ®mOWwimo (@JICBU]MEINHDITIM’ . T GNITUIIM BIOO
@Jo@og slgems”. eamnggloalg” ERoLD” wmlesle oolm® eouwe cerl® alsiepcumeomlono  avd
0la) 0 NRMIOTUNIMO—()W MTEG  TUIW i@ ge”  SHNICHIOEN M’ , DHBI0” J0EEN]HRIUM®OZ  DHD
oM MNOAWMIEd SN AIBIOEIITVYO audeedd agy Qo qUAUIDA)o m@mmmg']@’lm']m(m. 0T L1aM |8T0e S
goaghage MIgEe0aDIeIIcasMmD” ans o 1eseIny Qo ¢ HoaTudasntd 19680 cangesauo @c@q}gho%g“

89 PLATINUM JUBILEE SQUYENIR



trntartai@®.  @eleom enem) abansom midqyioo, g
@IBTOMOOD @Y caieumomlad  quodtlojaiw] e
CEIOBDMOo @al@Pilo.

g A1 RNMAITH ) ¢alse” ()ewWoRMOn]sm0Q° mlal
QloEAgYs (HNADED PIMRIGEMMITE” 8@ atevm] eymy
@fMo  0a1Yawow @M e 00100457000 @Sy
Wono., 1968 eavojemid 16-00 ®lw®m) aj@anc @V 009
600958 51" (MUBTIMe BY®oe lajema 2o ALITVI
oud 2-oom oo lomem ca@rvsmioTiaise cundglee
@1 740 momeges oyovian]soimomings myeo®®
a1av®] 8H08LdsH010m aRel1600M @ER100 )5 m"
#9160, O KHNABERNER J0an al®]eMmg MICBH® 1@
wsnpaeege  mldmlesssnslwlman. A lEbO QS
awsaed quosy 10,964,800 @aiwomIman. @o olaL
@188 momyd eemalolemo @vown l®mone V)OI
elg onowl.  @RonlaH®m ealeloyauosuies 5 Loimim
omlod HUIWOND CMOBeeNe EOMS o) RISAUNDO, (NHINQ
SOQMMODR@ SO IETNGSRAND"” ATVBQISHLIIVILI) @R §I
al B 1BmNIEMo eyrvlan essmw i o laimecmo apw’]
nleammoame ao@mniwlmm geuy saliwlets, Wma
pa 1021 U0 BHM ) GHalGHEDs G (BN 184381000 DY &0
yI21@omTame  wmi¥soalellasmladtd Q008010
WMI°eEEeg  BIYPHWise 01360 | SOMIMNDOOSM 0o
mIAsgLQMEIR M. OAERBReE SN YMATEES
aldh 0|00 TUoMITW Taf BRELI0AIM T CHQ3AVEN ID
melom 1o ealemo,

nmpsaiollado

naom lggudammanlm eatne olmud gy’ @antiudalen
MNYE1@e0M @Y PaniEn) M IWICODETN MSais| B
£1g). aneieno? 1969 eaw®° 19-10 ®lom1 arzmam
wen®asauetl, mamarl e s’ soasell agmm’ eeng @nslauco
M YNOVEEOS (@ H0Mo VoW,  demBemomle
WMOPAINYDS B8@ H8DT agm MW IGRS @JeIBMm
og]sm00° allpemomenang]l moavle 1969 memdgmed
@M levTenly@saon’, mcemIa algoaeile to mian]
asm@mod a8lenlcaoms  qLON MMM ILLETe, (RITYL oY
@eBges @R lan’®eimel®]ece agMisEem &al0D
WaNwEBEEga {001 Mljtaiendge emienlawaseg
c@@'l@;m]gmaomg" ccowo MW aMum eaVAIMIQ
@go am UdaomimIsg MSOEMOMd @916, 1969
oga)1@ 13-00 @lom] as@atem® gpadgyloo gloco
s0M@ato oo Iwowemdleje  @ludoomoe poder
_epo®)  &mlyncmol  eaualmiasges smgla)
amial  ate*wo lyearges aggye 771 @peal aym
SEHWQPIEIWE1Rj0 oR0Ome 9atzny® 1,09,62,660 @at
@G s@eedId e wly).

H@IHOMIM HMETMI0H:00

wermde aidaeom (1969-70) (wom mueenlo p@aIn®MMO
a WITY W 0alm sruaImoqQ®moe MsoMIWmIID’. allel
SV MIQ &o ROEYTI0 1@y a1 TaNgmDIY| ML0®A ']
2} NSOV, (HNAHIVWMIS O amolg® &oamamo
It meoEte aldgl ©alROMo (JEWIRMAG]S @ saua o
Wl@m @y oV ImId a1elalos. Moo lgjmigae’ W
mosmege@mM®m I’ agdpjosamiselowslnle msajud
ANED @ oD ®OQYEOD IO |- RI@RLER' ayd

@ @15190°. HUYIM gemMmgponiemo fEimoe
A OO IB0IMo  afosgRe GPaisiges alailw ceig
omlelsessmwe  qLowly. @IV’ @ 1a1’00&0 aln']
aIwleaamo  MIRIIINPLISOMIME  QalERI LRG]S
1,805 (pmaemsoe aossl  @@@R10045° eesigyo los”

TRIYANDRUM PUBLIC LIBRARY

SO @seonlsome EREGEIRJe TVIWIRIWT. SFOT VY
S0 588 MIMMDESHI05 MIGMIY lcalss’ @myanlav’sono]w
@o 19690 @momn. madgy 10045° ©QOOIsEm (HMODIS
95l (@ 1BgpROm Ime M1 2100 Vo RAH MMM Thocatene |
OQ& 210 IAIS8 101 86n10BAD° Blan® qanlou® @eow
ameg aloleIws00@]  @voniselssime @asmow
M2ais 1o V11607 2) He e 1Gm.

@roml® @2oaud nil3_ jpaiwe
gmoe Aduem1cd m@d@looslemdo soane alenims

a0 @00 aMleelss’ nosmIgId avlim. semiw 9
oxioala peiomlamn rupioceniem® mules peguwlal
@°. epoolamo male’ —&dgRose eIEBEAIWT 4F
@@ MVIcqU*E0I0 @ aUTWEIEBIasdnd 9 mlsse goid
®1gy. 1971 0ad gjoteossoe )T a0 1&0 g eg]S KMOaTES
s nggye AMUOO® ZaMImIm®  ggecoTUG 1CRIg”
s@an &l151. weu’siellieegg)le aldomiwisnng]s.
Al IN0Q° @ADL Pald alB1VIAIMEAVD IMIQ®Os (VL]
sla]1eannnmd &glamn@o B3 CWDomoan.  AVABA|®E10
wis1eano®) 6melg® §gcaldm GREWIale eIl
eIimeruaImaQ e o BRIY® 1Mao® el ogdag|somiwmoe
AN BT augguleamome, aul. o1, oo
moranemle agonloslom oag @) s smlgjete Al
2emImoedog] ajommlogel. qLIeHOMNS HMNADERDS
@ngls1wlejes ea0lMe R0 M1dge  EMIIWIOG]SMmO
SHERILITTHIEM .,

misalw @judomme

1971-720a1 @oudonmom®® asmed misaloo eigl
4. wloa] eaeem]cd  &MIG° M IeIw®: Mo @¢]
6O SBMSHOMO  HOVIAOL  EREaJIte  edERIN0 ) g°
gudome o i0d 8ige @gyl. OO 2RAQYPSS cowEmMEUW
[EANO0 e WO00IM avleeam@IMR”. allesw @yaul
8°wI50em sgr@aL]eg wdmIM” asdajuscwe oms
mole’ avosoio gmeIwl. @]  QRIG®mI&0s
80790 md2ma 47lgoe  6aldmn’ ®500d a18°WM]
@J®000 MYPOEHIME YNBSS aggyo 1278 @Epw
wde’ wlgylesgoaalg. 1972 aavcsverud 15 wen
@dme Wiealal Whnomwsges adgR- (000 In@aiomem)®
BRG6 M IR0 ygim meegyg. moer arumlmig
@0 ey LB QY@LlMOIRn.ay] a0 gymsom,
catigloseemleamte, 2BMIQB 95 5°M189CdQ) 8o
o)am’lRIE) BAIENE (HMOTB 6HO0SEHD o BEROOW 1 endy’)
0045° m1danlgi@smnl. alsan oenizImImlEwwINLM)
OB @IMAV’ (@l 0gee eaglen)sasapjiem gEgamo
0nlassnIm @IWleo  OOMIAM NG  EPMEN) 16890
@ssl.  A2E0IMAGEMo @IF” oM Muekogo MY
00,05° ugaylm @seeid @1BRIMIo@° o9 @w’m
amleo awlaoteomlmgg @Rey msaisl@ielcm,
1972 2@ gyoenpes 0legodg”  alzsmomggeme
gy od @raysIseImd quiwal,

m_jm2o@1 @y’
1972 e2©® 2-50 ®lw®m1 alzenomg@smo eIgyloco
Al@Eoe  aletleedmd @sonl@emossl  moa)mul
8°wle oemonln’ smeomEmoe 1210440  al0cwaem]
RICRID UQYYMATEDe  @psTdesddeaiee (1e® @oemo
Rgo 1M lmarled’mmege nioesl @eQ Qgymodoe®
wlmeiMoe §21QIMEs «@da]ise MAIMEaIwT Dalglm
m. 1972 sauadesnid mocuam lad gy Toa gredo
®ooTgymlemomoneom Hmaom)edio @J&ome (@Jwo

mam] o®BIeINITWIYes 08 d: 00 S IO (V0
LB IWT,

%



vmoelodaome

smuamag aglacigilo YRN8 BRONIM  HIR NG’
—mne Julsimes oma? 10 100 T y@juw me. Biawmo
QOPEINWIIVIET Y Jrme (BENMOMISIDIDO
WHRMEIWIMmIN. @M qUAWe BRUWM IS YYMAKET:
221WIIMIRIISNIM  HPINE/UMOS  H0Q)Y OH00IMH
(@SUEJN MDA IMWe, D HOUBEVIOD M 8@ an]
anoR@0Hcmosm° gy 1oo, s 8w @emys emoeldd
somlava] ERMY@eMosalm®. 27-1-7T3m° w1 a1l.
8. IV egjem lsed oo e les ajomel aino’l
@8N afwi0000@)  gdqyl00  S16 caan. 1973
2084)" l-tc@lwm) emonsom eusajleciss’ caluqy®
©oeW10q° MIBEWIRTHEIW ERALEELND 106 6T
SOB. SIRIOY° OHOTVELIANTGEMIOWMOo, AR tliatc
€JICWIMTa WIUACHMI—HMIVIBIR  JIDDHITVLOD
aludoom a1 Tleimesr e’ av1amo  eywIm  awo.
6g 10 9l@00—100 caid —eemsiom al0lleimo & ¢)
e losoe,

HERO0 BB 0 TRHOE0 o A0 1WIesan alsemo
wigoem” 19730as adamleme gmdqylooyg® msom?

o,
»1olannemosacadro

ancR)da 6 0 gjudenmasglceiss’ armmloleumemo
S8CMIITe, SMNGTBENSYo allal CHIFMBRNSWe  MVodW
601508 @;mmwaﬂsomm Q.  qUAQI®E11UI LI IO (G)
DaI®01S8MD  HBAPOOMID a )RS O  BRIWOISOM o)
MQo0oaeomd @9lovw®m® @ lda)jwige EREIRIMSOMD
om°, elauwes wgdaj@ltd o mlwscmenioymren’.
Jemiae)’  eamEIAN dals  aleinemlcimlon®
ARYMQ° (YMNOBIVMIOD mommmmm&ﬂ&]@o aquoess
@l (MMAEES BeIYISTD 2@ iadeadn’  quan® gl
al@o ©al0l® GMSTBZES OG MIPSIUTBIMIM  HEIM
o Twomo n@éagﬂsm'lm@o aloQuigaygs mog|ml@d
Wldhe  a@0YIFYSOROSH0ME” COTOMOo  @DoS]
msomloge movmamomled ayalajearoawoae’.
@msImmo - e Tssessniw] 100 caides® mimimiwl
en0er1oalgond @PAITVIAIC G TR0 03| &0RISEm
op® IR0 mWsod  &elevmegye. moe) wdaudscale
Uemimessasleom esweaumls 0IMle gsseso

91

#s10m @ laweg|sEMIVISME’. (@ lwly I maiom)

BRIBG°  CAIMME (HMADET gPAIM @nads o @eenm,
07 adatic cUIMon® ) selWIgoMIeje  guDOeMY
(BT g

G OEIVUBUBLINILINN A HHI NG mmm"?g:l'l
ai@o mIgyue emgnIw) maslesso.

DY UACDMe @rM1OMO WO TWIW  alEIICmalo™m @3
BEOMEUNGSEMOB® 1@, GOIMVAIOH” AIPE0aH  (o)ewO
0l @soBIMe EE@° TYEJWIM  @I0@Iw]  Bpow e
01osan®1OMO LIGHMo & ITMINETR”. OUMMM° &ooy
0B H8" 00I8WINISMED)  @0aUWYSS
@relyevlos po@AR) o@E&MaMaD BMEOTBROS VDB
omlms algyiesamemioe alolon’ensoom lme s lel
Widko @JEWIBMSBORIW  SCOAZJ0SIAIIMB (WP
agm® 1084 ee1 @inu0Gaiau1AM | @OOV1&HWES elsno
QOB 0 10WIM @ser@moEn”. VIO @JTU0IMOT
OMBOWo  €IUIEAINUAT  (UONOEIBRESHO  SIWNDIW]
wgdan BMIW lodmem oMo (o 1dm@ o (@)om
cmleaissmmmlomo  @RMIVONIM (EJAIARNMo  @RERI0e
AIRL® |SHIRIT° Hew)0Plasimd Q).

0EIWIgEIaY

@Y MIMICm e WAHMODIS®BO  BOOITNVIMAI GHEMIO
ePes’ aMpq WmomE oaR1004s® @Jrleveg o)

sa9loomioldge.  OTRIO0 al&mEte ol @TYe
g8lejm@1  @pglslsey) eelaele 'sawoem’. @O el
Wlse 0025@YOY @JO et afavloo® ealgag)sim

af)gp 01CRIH0 TR H6I30e EaINWYES alll feug6e0LE |@d
muo 1 16.a1Qao.

BRSOM GO \Mas1Gd BIVOgEmIG) agR)0 BRHWL
Ml lonWsana ejpow|  ErWwlosgomIge  (YMAOTES
Joam10880Mo, BREBIEM 9N 16408 )TVOM IO Qe
9005NJALH IV AIIVMWPOSWYo @EBHLYIEE0 M10CAI00IMo
adqy too 5™ BRPUWID I CVIMUOD
TLaniwo eH@OURMMO e mlm-  alelsaswiosm
&0 IR alemioioe aletmlenisign’ @Jesulw
@latisg | (YMomIdm oMo I 980eeIWT duatowo
MO8 CHE3 WNIDEMENE® EREDIC A lFRIIBNVO L ]
$9I2IEM° MY TVANIWaTRe ol ldaellayle lsesmwasm®.
DY &IC o aJNOICIIallROa{SPDRMN0, I M AAN0EMI
ana Judctmmonlm’ MdELDIMD I cmomlad eds
Ao msdmm alelgyenme BRS8N,

- P lapo.

PLATINUM JUBILEE SOUYENIR



INDIA BOOK HOUSE

SAIVA PRAKASA SABHA BUILDING (Ist FLOOR)

M. G. Road, TRIVANDRUM-I1,
Tel: INDBOOK Phone : 5443

Associate Offices :
BOMBAY, CALCUTTA, NEW DELHI, MADRAS, PATNA, BANGALORE, HYDERABAD, NAGPUR, LUCKNOW.
THE LARGEST WHOLESALERS OF BOOKS IN INDIA
We serve your Library Needs from Alphabets to Advanced Sciences.
AMARCHITRAKATHA AND “ECHO” BOOKS

OUR PUBLICATIONS ARE A DELIGHT FOR CHILDREN

FOR NATURE'S ENCHANTING COLOURFUL. SETTINGS
Please contact :

S. T. REDDIAR & SONS

(Estd. 1886)
PUBLISHERS, LETTERPRESS & PHOTO OFFSET PRINTERS AND FLEXIBLE PACKAGING SPECIALISTS

QUILON ALLEPPEY ERNAKULAM
Phone : 2378 3483 2456 33373 33283 133493
Grams : ESTIARSONS ESTIARSONS

Winners of many National Awards for excellence in printing, designing and packaging

KERALA COOPERATIVE CENTRAL LAND MORTGAGE BANK LTD.

Telephone : Office 62495 P.B. No. 56
Secretary (per) 61921 TRIVANDRUM

Telegram : LANDBANK
Regienal offices at: Trivandrum, Ernakulam & Cannanors .
FINANCIAL POSITION AS ON 30-6-1973

Paid up share capital Rs. 8964 lakhs. Investments: General,

Reserve and other funds Rs. 35.4a Investments Sinking Fund etc. Rs, 321.08 lakhs

Loans outstanding Rs. 118310 ,, Debentures in circulation Rs. 128412 .
Working capital Rs. 1553.83

The Bank is the Apex Bank to provide long term credit to the agriculturists for purposes like sinking of wells,
Purchase of Pumpsets, Tractors and other Agricultural Machinery and for all land development purposes.

Long term loans under special schemes with the assistance of the Agricultural Refinance Corporation are
advanced for cultivation of Coffee, Cardamom, for planting Coconut and Arecanut etc. for minor irrigation etc.

The Bank also accepts Fixed Deposits at 79/ and 749, interest for one year and two years deposits.
Affiliated Primary Land Mortgage Banks in Kerala State — 22 .
R. M. KUMAR (Secretary) C. S. NEELAKANTAN NAIR (President )

WISHING THE PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS A GREAT SUCCESS

CURRIENT BOOKS

H. O. TRICHUR

BRS : TRIVANDRUM [0 KOTTAYAM [ ERNAKULAM o CAUCUT [ TELLICHERRY

TRIVANDRUM PUBLIC LIBRARY 92




A KALEIDOSCOPE
OF TOPICS

IN
MANY
HUES



Writing is a form of release that many peopie are denied, you know 2 | have met many people who weré
not writers who had the sensibility of writers, and I've felt that they were easier to be with. | don’t think of
writers as being easy to be with, because they are under continual tension. | think that to become a
writer one has to compensate for something in one's nature, compensate for it or purify it, however

you want to put it. 1 usually find it happiest to live with creative people —whether they be actors or
poets or just people who have a great gift for life. Thatin itself is a creative thing.

Tennessee Williams,
one of the greatest playwrights in English

Poems are just local, special, end sometimes awkward and unsuccessful

exercises in ingenuity, But poetry is the breath of life for human beings. .. One
of the excitements today in poetry, as | hear it talked about by people | meet, is the
scramble to join hands around the world, and somehow reach out into other
literatures and other patterns of life,

William Stafford
American Poet

Where the mind is without fear

And the head is held high

Where knowledge is free

Where mind is led forward by thee into
Ever widening thought and action—
into that heaven of freedom, my father
Let my country awake

Tagore

Goodness must be joined with knowledge. One must
retain the fine discriminating quality which goes with
spiritual courage and character.

Mahatma Gandhi
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Browsing without Let or Hindrance

In So

me Famous

Bookshops

BLACKWELLS AND FOYLES HAVE BEEN VITAL

CENTRES IN

THE COMMERCE OF IDEAS

Krishnamoorthy

Those of us who have loved books retain happy

memories of bookshops where we have browsed. The
relation between the bookseller and his customer is
something different from that between the ordinary
merchandiser and his buyer. The parties in the former
share like intellectual attitudes. The bookseller gets
much more out of his wares than money, including
the esteem and goodwill of intellectuals.

Of the bookshopsI have known, undoubtedly the most
celebrated is Blackwells of Oxford. I am now talking
of pre-War days, before Blackwells rebuilt their shop
adjoining the New Bodleian Library on Broad Street.
In those days we found endless fascination in the old
well-worn structure where vast treasures were spread
on tables on the ground floor, while the upper floors
housed more recondite literature as well as rare and
antiquarian works.

It used to be said that anyone could browse inside
Blackwells for any length of time without let or hin-
drance. Iu fact, legends are told of heroic but indi-
gent readers who managed to finish whole books
standing ! Of course, the rule was that browsers could
not sit down. Nor in fact was there any place to sit. 1
have seen many people standing and turning over
books with never any objection or disturbance. As far
as undergraduates like us were concerned, the ease of
opening an account with that famous bookshop was

itself a kind of passport to the magic world of books.
I remember opening an account with Blackwells in my
time, which I continued to use for several years even
after return to India and during the War years when
good books were so hard to get and precious when
received. Blackwells always had a huge stock of new
and older books, catering to an immense variety of
tastes and interests. To this day they continue the same
tradition and have thousands of accounts scattered
over the world. The founder of Blackwells was
knighted in recognition of his status in the book trade
and his son continues to be an active figure in the
trade in Britain.

There were many other bookshops in Oxford, including
Parkers in Broad Street, just across the road. There
were other smaller shops in the Turl onthe High Street
and, of course, the ubiquitous W. H. Smith in Corn-
market Street, not to mention several second-hand
bookshops. All of them did a thriving business, as is
to be expected of one of the great centres of world
scholarship. It is doubtful, though, if any of them
were kinder to uudergraduates than Blackwells, the
doyen of them all.

VERITABLE BOOK QUEEN

Anunother bookshop famed the world over is situated
in London. I refer to Foyles, which is more than half
a century old and occupies a prominent position in
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Charing Cross Road, a location the freehold of which
should be worth more than the million or more books
boasted by Foyles. The present head of this firm is
Christina Foyle, who is a celebrity in her own right,
sometimes referred to as *“ Queen *> Christina! She is
a veritable book queen with a bigger stock of books
than almost any other bookshop in the world.

The very size of Foyles makes it a tempting haven
for book pilferers. Not a month passes without
some book thief being caught in flagrante delicto and
brought to court for pilferage of valuable books.
Foyles has also at times been the target for militant
trade union attack, because it is said that they tend
to pay their juniormost sales clerks no more than the
minimum, Whatever the truth of this, there never is
any lack of staff at Foyles and the shop s traditionally
a refuge for many foreign scholars and students in
need of employment,

Christina Foyle, the institution, is responsible for a
well-known book trade institution, the Foyle’s Literary
Luncheon, which has now been geing on for a quarter
century. Every month a literary personage is invited
to address a luncheon group on some topic of booksy
nature. The audience is mainly feminine and over
the years it is not to be wondered at if the luncheons
have attracted the loyalty of their following. They
do provide useful publicity for authors and books
and occasionally also spark off newsworthy contro-
versies which get into the papers.

Apart from bookselling, Foyles also operate a few
book clubs.

Before concluding this brief article, I should perhaps
make a reference to one of the most curious book~
shops in recent history, although let me say at once
that I have no first hand acquaintance with it. It isthe
Paris bookshop, Shakespeare and Company, set up in
its later years by an expatriate American, Sylvia
Beach. This shop was frequented by many famous
writers in the inter-War period, the most celebrated of
them being that extraordinary figure, James Joyce.
Gertrude Stein and the youthful Hemingway are also
associated with this shop and the literary circle
around it.

Naturally the shop never made much money and it
changed hands more than ouncein its history. I am not
sure if it still exists, but it is sure to find a place in the
literary history of the 20th Century.

I end this sketch where I began, with a salute to the
good bookshops of the world, which are vital centres
in the priceless commerce of ideas. May their power
never wane |

The author Sri Krishnamoorthy is himself a book-seller
in Madras
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HOME FOR THE HOMELESS
DO YOU NEED A HOUSE

If so, the Housing Board helps you to
acquire one in easy instalments.

Apply for a house/site in any one of
the schemes under implementation.

TRIVANDRUM [J Uilloor, Peroorkada &
Pattom Thanu Pillai

Nagar
QUILON (] Chinnakada Housing
Scheme
ALLEPPEY O Kaijthavana

ERNAKULAM [] Ernakulam west/
KALAMASSERY

TRICHUR 0 AYYANTHOLE
KOZHIKODE {7 Malaparamba

APPLY SOON AND AVOID
DISAPPOINTMENT

Await New Schemes at;

Trivandrum  [J CHACKAI &
AMBALAMMUKKU
Quilon O THEVALLY &
KILIKOLLUR
Malapuram [ DISTRICT HEAD-
QUARTERS
Palghat O DISTRICT HEAD-
QUARTERS
Cannannore O THALAP
L ] L ] *®

Kerala State Housing Board

Head office;

Shanthi Nagar, Trivandrum
Phone: 5225

HOUSING UNITS :
M. G. Road, Trivandrum Phone: 5001

M. G. Road, Ernakulam, Cochin-16
Phone: 32052

Cherooty Road, Calicut Phone: 2165

M. K, Krishnan

Seoretary

K. T.Jacob

Chairman




Educational Publishing Is Specialist

Editing University
Textbooks

THE EDITOR SHOULD GENERATE A CONSTANT STREAM OF IDEAS

R. Parthasarathy

Regional Editor,

Oxford University Press, Madras

Publishing is a business in which books or other

printed matter are issued and offered for sale to the
public. There are two categories in publishing :
general (trade in the USA) and educational. General
publishing includes, among other things, fiction,
biographies, sports and pastimes, religion and
children’s books. It is non-specialist. Educational
publishing is, on the other hand, specialist. Its concern
is almost exclusively with textbooks for the primary,
secondary and tertiary levels.

Most publishers will have both categories of books
on their lists. University presses are basically educa-
tional publishers. A few commercial publishers also,
however, fall in this category. A large percentage of
their turnover is accounted for by textbooks.

Textbook publishing, irrespective of the level, is highly
specialised, since it caters to specific educational needs.
In fact, textbook publishing grew out of the publishers’
response to educational opeeds. And these needs
will largely determine the extent and type of that
publishing.

THE CIRCULATING EDITOR

In a book-publishing house, the responsibility for
procuring manascripts for publication and preparing

them for press is that of the editor. If he is to do
this effectively, he must circulate. Ideas for books
don’t come to the editor when sitting at his desk. Ideas
come when he is chatting with a teacher or a Ministry
of Education official. The editor must, therefore,
frequently keep in touch with ‘key’ people, that is,
teachers, educators, Board of Study members, Ministry
of Education officials and potential authors. Often
it is the experienced teacher, a specialist in his own
field, who will advise the editor on the kind of text-
books required for a particular course of study.
Usually, he could be persuaded to write the textbook.

. himself.

Tt is essential that the editor knows local syllabuses,
and tries to fiad out possibilities of changes in sylla-
buses (changes in syllabuses can lead to dead stock
and heavy financial losses). Itis, therefore, useful for
the editor to keep a file of press-cuttings on any pro-
posed changes in the educational system. However,
in an ideal world, the editor seeks to influence the
syllabus, not just commission books to be written to
someone else’s syllabus. The editor is thus education-
ally responsible for generating a constant stream of
ideas for books.

Educational books are generally commissioned.
Otherwise, it is most unlikely that the publisher will
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get manuscripts. Commissioning means accepting for
publication before seeing a final manuscript. A
manuscript may be commissioned on a synopsis, a
specimen chapter or on an author’s reputation.

There are four distinct editorial processes involved
after a manuscript has been accepted for publication:

Editing for content ;

Editing for presentation of content ;
Editing for language of presentation ;
Co-ordination with production ;

The editor may find it useful to ask questions on the
following lines :

i) EDITING FOR CONTENT

Are the facts correct? Does the manuscript contain
more or less what the syllabus requires? If more,
is it wise/unwise to take material out and, if wise,
what material? If less, what material should be
added? Has the author supplied too few/too many
suggestions for line drawings, photographs, charts,
diagrams, etc.? If too few, what additions are
needed? If too many, what can be sacrificed ?

ii) EDITING FOR PRESENTATION OF CONTENT

Does the author present his material efficiently? Will
the student find his material easy to understand?
If not, how can it be improved upon? Can more
use be made of visual aids? If so, how? And how
can they be best integrated with the test 7 Are there
sufficient guides for the student—cross-headings,
chapter summaries, tests, reading lists? If not, what
should be added? Will the teacher find it an easy
book to teach? If not, how can his job be made
casier ?

iil) LANGUAGE OF PRESENTATION

Is the book written at the average reading level of
the student who will be using it? Will he find only
familiar words and sentence patterns? If not, to
what level must it be edited? Can the editor take
responsibility for this? Or, should it be edited more
scientifically by an expert? How should uncommon
words be treated? By glossing in the text? Ina
footnote ?

iV) CO-ORDINATION WITH PRODUCTION

The editor speaks to Production: ““Here is a
manuscript. It is written for the B. Ed. course, for
example. It should be published by June 1975, We
think the following need emphasis : diagrams/charts/
maps, etc., and that the illustrations should be part
of /separated from the text. We cannot afford to
publish at more than Rs. X per book. Our printing
number will be in the region of Y. Here are some
of the competing books in the market. Your sug-
gestions, please.”

PAGES )
Always check that the pages of the manuscript are

TRIVANDRUM PUBLIC LIBRARY

numbered. If they are not numbered, page them
from [ from the beginning of the text and page the
prelims i, i, etc.

CHAPTERS
Check the chapters against the contents list.

HEADINGS

Organise into
(i) Centre headings, in capitals, for main sections.

(ii) Side headings, for sub-sections, typed on a
separate line at the left-hand margin, with a
wavy underline to denote bold type.

(iii) Shoulder headings for sub-sub-sectious, typed
at the beginning of a paragraph and followed
by a full stop, with a straight underline to
denote italics. Be consistent, and ensure that
the wording of your headings is properly
descriptive of what follows.

TeXT

This should be read for (i) factual errors, (ii) typing
errors and (#/f) consistency.

() Factual errors: Ifit sounds wrong, check it.
The reader’s report shoul have pointed out
errors of fact. In the case of techaical books,
it is worth asking an expert to check the script
solely for factual errors.

Typing errors: Read the script as though it
were a final proof.

(i)
(iif) Consistency : To ensure consistency in the
style used in a particular script, it is advisable
to use a style sheet. In this sheet unusual
words should be alphabetically entered, the
style adopted and the first time the entry
occurs in the script. Check the style sheet
each time the word occurs.

CORRECTIONS TO SCRIPT

Always correct a script, where possible, over the word
or phrase being corrected, not in the margin. If a
page has to be edited severely, have it retyped. Many
manuscripts come to us obviously needing re-print.
It is best to edit these manuscripts first and then have
the whole manuscript retyped. Check the manuscript
for any further mistakes after retyping.

RE-WRITING

Authors generally tend not to complain about editorial
re-writing. It is always advisable to let the author
see a re-typed version of his manuscript after editing’
and re-typing so that he can spot if his meaning has
been changed. As a rule, it is wise to re-write one
chapter and send it to the author explaining this is
what you intend to do and ask for his approval of the-
method adopted. In the matter of facts, it is advisable

%



to write to the author pointing out that on readiag the
manuseriapt the editor has discovered what he believes
are the following errors of fact. Could the author
eonfirm they are errors ?

FooTNOTES

The editor should always check footnote reference
numbers in the text against the footnotes themselves.

BIBLIOGRAPHIES
These should be checked for consistency.

TABLES

If the author has typed his tables on pages with his
text, the editor should cut them out and paste them
on separate pages, making sure that he puts the text
page number on the new page containing the table and
the number of the tablein the margin of the text page,

JLLUSTRATIONS AND LEGENDS

When an author fails to identify his illustrations or
to type legends on seperate sheets, the editor must
do so for him, It is helpful to ask authors to submit
references with their illustrations for the artist to
consult. Usually the editor tells Production what size
he thinks illustrations should be—from full page or
page (for demy octavo), from full page or % page, one
or two columns, for crown quarto, Maps and
diagrams are best drawn 1 or 2 up. Legends should
be written to explain the illustration and add some-
thing to the text. The editor must check all pasted
illustrations.

MANUSCRIPTS TO PRODUCTION

When the manuscript is finally ready, the editor sends-

it to production with a covering form which gives
all details for estimating. Production will then ask
for quotations from printers with a request for a speci-
men page according to Production’s specifications.
Unfortunately specimen pages tend to be a luxury
of leisurely publishing and with textbooks there is
seldom time to see one. The editor and Production
will accept the most favourable quotation, based on
Production’s costing.

TYPES OF PROOFS

The form accompanying a script of Production asks
the editor or state how many proofs are required at
what stage. Possible proofs are: galley (and revised
galleys), page (and revised -pages), bromide (and
corrected bromides), often called blueprints. The
guantity of proofs depends on
(a) editorial needs—one marked set for returning
to printer, one reference set (also marked)
{(b) author’s needs—ideally one for reading and
returning to the editor, one for reference.
{(c) sales and publicity—proofs may help a
publicity campaign, especially if they are
bound properly.
i) Galley Proofs consist of matter set but not broken
up into page length. Galleys are useful because

mait:r can be inserted and dzleted without difficulty;
a paste-up is always done from galleys; and galleys
can be used to juggle the length of a book.

if) Page on Galley: The galleys have been broken into
pages, but each page has not been put on a separate
proof stage. If a manuscript is clean and there are
no complicated illustration, then the printer may
go straight into page on galley.

iii) Page proof: Corrections at this stage are costly—
if matter 1s inserted or deleted, matter of an equivalent
length should be inserted or deleted as appropriate.
Books are usually passed for press from page proofs.
iv) Machine proofs. If we are very particular, we
ask the printer to provide machine proofs. These
are proof printed exactly as the book will be printed
on the correct paper and correctly folded. This should
only be demanded if the book is complicated.

(e) Bromides (blueprints): These are the equivalents
of page proofs in the offset process. They are made
from imposed film with all matter incorporated. If
in doubt with an ofiset book, it is best to check the film
in the printer’s factory.

PROOF READING

Proofs are read for the following reasons:

(i) to check that the printer has printed all the
copy provided, neither adding nor subtracting
matter;

(ii) to check that there are no mis-spellings;

(iii) to check that there are no “‘literals’ (that is,
wrong founts, upside dowan letters, etc.);

(iv) for sense. The manuscript may have been
read carefully, but the reader of it may have
missed something;

(v} to insert at page-proof stage the correct page
references in the body of the text;

(vi) to author will also read to see whether
passages should be deleted or other passages
added. Thisshould be discouraged though
it cannot be altogether prevented;

(vii) to insert references to illustrations and figures;

(viii) to check pagination, headlines, positioaing of
illustrations and to insert correct page refere-
nces in the list of contents and illustrations;

(ix) to check that all imprints—publisher’s on the
title page and verso, printer’s on verso—
copyright notice, date of publication on verso,.
etc., are correct.

Proofs should be read carefully and thoroughly, pre-
ferably once for sense and once for errors. Correc-
tions should be made clearly in ink, and all pencil mar-
ks should be rubbed out before proofs are returned to
the printer. Proof reading queries should be noted in
pencil and settled with the author. Instructions to the
printer, if written on the proofs, should be courteous-
ly worded and put ina circle with the heading.

PRINTER

Finally, check the title page of the book against the
jacket.
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An Indo-English Poetry Reading

Young Poets Groping
in Lonely Directions

REPEATED READINGS RELEASE THEIR MUSK-LIKE
ODOUR TO THE FULL

Keshav Malik

Writer and Art Critic

Poetry Reading. Venue: Delhi University
Time : Beginning of December

Participants : Students and teachers from several Delhi
College, and also some guests,

It's a dreadful thought that the picture of the moment
already begins to fade from my mind. Many of the
names are gone, most of the lines forgotten. I don’t
take notes. So what precisely can I report ?—nothing
specific.

Poetry, it has been well said, is a thing of no use. Far
less use, let us say, than a piece of sculptureis. A
sculpture is a tangible object that can be.seen and
felt. It has mass, weight, density and certainly seems
more real. Again, unlike music poetry is not even
pure sound, one that you can record and place on
your shelf, and which caters to you directly without
the conscious intervention of your thought. Being a
cross-breed between the visual and the aural, and
riding the banal functional word in the, often, vain
hope of making it to the spirituous condition, it re-
mains uncertain of its identity, falling between
opposing worlds of experience. You cannot really
take it away home.

It is thus I recollect pothing concrete except the
lingering sensation of a tingle in my bone,
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This was not an occasion memorable because of famous
pames. That kind of excitement was entirely lacking.
What's more, to some it may have appeared as a
guilty secret activity—the speakeasy of Indian poetry
in English by versifying black sheep. But the far
greater guilt may have peeped out from the feeling
that to participate in poetry reading at the given junc-
ture, the agonies of shortages wasto be singularly out
of touch with real life. But then those who presume
to persist in such puruits have evolved a set of self
defences. And I should think aberrations be allowed
to exist under a democratic dispensation.

DIP IN GANGES

Then too, there is that trying paradox, that good poetry
must be read aloud before an anonymous audience
to be tested of its virtues, quite like a coin struck on
stone pavemeat for its genuineness; only repeated
private readings of lines can release their hypothetical,
musk-like odour to the full. At least this is true of all
efficiently organised (horrible phrase) verse. It is for
this verse readings are only quick virtue earning dips
in the Holy Ganges of the river of poetry in midwinter,
except in the oratorical-rhetorical boom of the voice
of a late Dylan Thomas.

When you listen to singer Bade Ghulam Ali Khan
the sounds go round and round right into your very



marrow and perhaps the eyes cloud. The sound
takes root in your wvisceral system. When you view
mature graphic art or the splendour of the palaces
of Bikaner, the mind’s reactors begin to vibrate without
assistance. But poems, poems in English, their wings
clipped by the strict scalpel of sharp new criticism,
wanders about, often, like an un-airborneable fowl.
And yet, we compose, and recite ; because, to people
of a particular amalgam of humours, it answers to
the description of the would-be soul. The given soul
informed of part solid and part the liquid heart. Both
overt meaning aud the sublime nonsense that music is,
are the ingredients in it to equal measure. In the
would-be poet, we have some with the being of an
amphibian ; as swimmer in the sea of sound or light
and also one who struggles up the hard dry land of
prose, of plain commonsense. Sticking to one element
alone to the exclusion of the other destroys the authenti-
city of many a contender in the field.

WATERS FROM PUDDLES

As I lent my ears to fresh blood, I was not unelated ;
indeed I felt a trace of envy. Sweet innocence Is
evaporating from the cultural landscape, like waters
from the puddles on plains in midsummer. Here
was plenty of it but no clumsiness of naivete. Nomne
at all, such as there was in the imitative verse penned
in school years ago, in unconscious homage to
poets centuries dead. In the lines of Nina Singh :

The Sun soaks into your skin

you move,

Try carrying a sick body walking
upright through the streets. Each
cell decaying

falls husk-like downwards through
the body stream.

Then each fills with sunshine and
Sfloats up alive.

So I walk with shining traffic

in my blood.

Qr in those of Gurdeep singh :

Dawn and dusk

Lizards, like neon lights,

crawl through the mist

of dreams. Strangely the birds hover......

These poets write from own experience, in their voyages
of self discovery. And the selves expressed are in
tolerable contrel of themselves. They do noct inflate
their voices but are, rather, like iriends delivering
secrets to friends. The tone is of detachment, expressing
a stance, impressing an irony laced wish or regret or
situation. They progress through a self surrender
to truth. - ,

This is no place to go into the tricky busiress of versifi-
cation and its merits, evidently all important in an
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art of words. But like must be compared with like.
And here premature academicism can be a strangulating
weedy superfluity. At any rate there was variety in
the poems recited, in tones ranging from the high
pitched mimetic, like those of Gopal Sharman read
by Jalabala Vaidya to the low, measured spoken ones
by Lalitha Venkateswaran. In an absolute sense
a poem is never complete; one only gives it up in
desperation. That being said, our poets had their
hearts in theirs. And that’s the main thing : life is
felt life and their it was felt life, whether cool, warm,
wry or sardonic. Hardly any of it was written for the
sake of writing, for feathering the cap.

RESPONSIBILITY TOWARDS WORDS

Realistic poets consign a good bit of their work to the
waste paper basket. And those I spoke to had a healthy
sense of reality, to know that it was not their’s to become
Poets, but only a delicate responsibility towards words.
No one talked of tilting at the wind-mills of a mad
world or of changing that world. The humbleness
of the undertaking was transparent. Many of them
would fall by the wayside, but good to have run. For
others, here as everywhere else, only the law to resist
the forces that have no truck with self revealing ex-
perience and which take art only as an ornament, not
as the substance of living. For these young poets
to walk where no one walks—by vacani lots, back
lanes, by ditches, by drains, looking at each grain
of dust and the debris to fetch it all back to a semblance
of life, and value, by a magic device. And to have
value is to have life. Unfrequented byways, that is
the way, even if to be misunderstood, teo. And one
said to me : “To me poetry is, when one is lost in
situations, unable to open the mouth or is if speaking,
then speaking in monosyllables ; not wanting to make
up one’s mind about this and that, seeing the concentric
rings in the water growing. Sucking from stones
the music of the earth, sucking from the sun the honey
of light.” One could see, here was a chameleon, and
to me a mecessary one in a too partisan world.

In one sense these were the practitioners of what some-
ones called a “dead art.” And what seemed dead
to this parsonage was what has no power of super
machines and money and masses. It was “only the
voice of the individual,” and who has disappeared
behind a mask. But I could not quite agree, the poems
read had no effect on him because meaning unfolds
slowly ; but there is an explosion in the self, and which
though it will not change the world at will but change
that self. But for this, one has really to immerse in
the medium. This done, and which 1s a quiet going
in a hasty world, masses, forces, nations, armies, power
in the obvious sense, fades in majesty and the free
human spirit, self-realising itself, has the only power
over the soul

One could see that our young poets are groping in lonely
directions.
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LARGELY SUPERFICIAL, IF NOT TOTALLY ILLUSORY

Education in Kerala—

CHANGE IN OUTLOOK AN URGENT NECESSITY

A. K. N. Nambiar

Director of Research and Studies

Till very recently Keralites used to gloat over the
tremendous progress they had made in the field of
education. One does not hear so much of such boastful
claim nowadays. Could it be out of a supine compla-
cence at their own supposedly wonderful progress or
have stark realities forced a rethinking on the State
in which eduacation is found today ? Both could be
correct.

Going by the number enrolled in educational insti-
tutions of all kinds and by the number of schools,
colleges, and technical and professional institutions
available for the population, Kerala is undoubtedly
ahead of most other States in the country. The State
can also rightly take credit for the high proportion
of its total revenue spent on education. On the above
two counts there was certainly the justification to
rejoice. But what of the outcore of the educational
effort involving multitudes of institutions, as nearly
as 40 per cent of State’s revenues and quite a big invest-
ment of community resources ?

Education has certain avowed aims—cultural, ethical,
creative and utilitarian. A people who demonstrates
its intrinsic interest in education should, in contrast
to others, show jtself up as disciplined, creative and
capable of optimum efficiency in production of goods
and services. A community which claims to enjoy
the benefits of education will face up to challenges
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thrown up by time and shall never have to give itself
up in despair—whether it be in the matter of providing
itself with basic amenities of life or keeping itself usefully
employed.

MORE HARM THAN GOOD

Applying these criteria, the progress in eduacation
that we have been claiming all along, will appear to be
largely superficial if not totally illusory. One might
even occasionally wonder whether the so called educa-
tion has done more harm than good to a State which
can ill afford to waste its severely limited resources.

If we are prepared to take a hard look at the way in
which we have been organising our education, we will
at once recognise a few simple truths—that we have
been charmed by the magic of numbers ; there was
very little of goal-directed effort ; and we have been
drifting in the high flood of compulsions of time and
circumstances with no conscious effort to define objec-
tives or to chart out the most efficient methods to
realise them. Anything unplanned will result in waste
and confusion and lead to despondency. We have
to admit that we are in such a state now, even at the
risk of being accused of rank cynicism.

JOB-DIRECTED ASPIRATIONS
When a considerable part of the population of several
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other States in the country were steeped in illiteracy,
Kerala did well to bring their children under organised
instruction till a stage was reached when it could be
said that one hundred per cent of the children of
school-going age were in schools. High schools came
into existence in sufficient numbers to take in the large
outflow from the primary schools. Colleges and
universities were only inevitable in a context where
a sizeable population who completed their general
education course in schools were goaded by higher
agpirations, which were mainly job-directed. Up to
this point our performance was excellent, Then where
did we fail ?

We forgot to take stock of the situation at each stage
before we proceeded further ahead. We should have
realised that education had to have a content apart
from the numerical aspects and that qualitative improve-
ment should take precedence over quantitative develop-
ment, once a reasonable level is reached with regard
to enrolment and provision of educational facilities
in terms of the number of institutions. Had we
accepted even rudimentary principles of manpower
planning and guided ourselves accordingly, we would
not have been lamenting today over thousands of
unemployed engineers and technicians and persons
trained for the teaching profession.

GROSS WASTE

While rejoining over the establishment of four
universities including an  Agricultural  University
whereas formerly there was only one, we should have
taken a bold decision against duplication of teaching
departments in the same or identical disciplines or
admission to post-graduate departments which served
only to turn out several hundreds of unemployable
Master’s Degree holders in science and humamties.
Time was when the number of graduates and post-
graduates among the population was a mark of distinc-
tion achieved by individual States ; today it signifies
gross educational waste and degree of discontent to
which the society is driven as long as the so-called
highly educated persons are not offered employment
commensurate with their academic equipment or suited
to their reasonable aspirations.

Education is a big investment. Any investment
naturally carries with it the expectation of a reasonable
output which is disposable, and which conforms to
specified norms of quality. Accumulation of un-
employable and unemployed graduates or school
leavers does not speak well of the soundness of the
educational system.

Men in authority or moulders of public opinion seldom
pause to ponder over the criminal waste 1n_herent
in the existing system. Their lack of interest in the
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doings of educational institations makes a mockery
of their occasional outburst regarding the inadequacies
of the system.

MEANS OF EMPLOYMENT

A major ill bedevilling the educational system so
far as Kerala is concerned, is to regard education solely
as a means of largescale employment. We do not
seem to be seriously upset when we are told that out of
100 children entering Standard I, only 30 manage to
reach Standard V in the fifth year. We show a
philosophic unconcern when year after year we find
that out of 100 pupils taking the School Final Exam-
ination, less than 40 only qualify themselves for a
bare pass and that too after a heavy dose of moderation
of results. When we are told that our schools and
colleges really work far less than one third of the
number of days in a year, be it on account of student
or teacher agitations, we do not at all care. Criticism,
leave alone condemmation, or the disservice rendered
by those responsible for instruction of children is out
of the question for reasons which are extraneous to
healthy educational practice. As in other sectors of
public life, in the field of education, too, talk about
hard work or discipline is taboo.

It has long become fashionable to condemn the present
educational system as a legacy of the colonial rule.
Innumerable speeches and writings have been made
emphasising the urgency for a radical reform in the
content and objectives of education. The need for
work-oriented education and reshaping of educational
content to fall in with the needs of a changing saciety
hoping to set itself on the road of industrial and
technological progress, are acclaimed ali around. But
when it comes to a question of really effecting the desired
change, resistance comes from all quarters, sometimes
even from the academic community. While clamouring
for change, we seem to cling hopelessly to the traditional
system. :

When it is seen that as much as 95 per-ent of the ex-
penditure at school stage is on teachers’ salaries and
hardly any provision is made for improvement of the
professional competence of the teachers or for supply
of essential equipment for proper instruction, our
approach to education is quite clear.

It is time that Keralites realise that their investment
in education is not likely to exceed the present limits
in forseeable future and what is wise and expedi nt is
to strive for proper return from the eXisting inputs.
Our hope lies in a clear enunciation of immediete as
well as long-term objectives and ruthlessly pursuing a
path laid out to achieve them. We shall do well to
remember that pursuit of excellence alone will result
in lasting good.
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Friends in Need

Libraries as
Catalysts of Change

THEY HAVE TO SET OUT TO
EDUCATE AND ATTRACT

Padma Ramachandran

Director, Ministry of Home Affairs,
Government of India, New Delhi.

Libraries serve many a purpcse.  Whether the
country is an affluent/advanced one or a deve-
loping one, acquisition of knowledge is the very basis
for survival, progress and strength, The library is
an important and influential tool in this respect.
There are, no doubt, many other powerful catalysts
of influence and change like the film, radio, tele-
vision and sound recordings. But they need to be
supplemented by a good public library system
because this latter can be used by the whole com-
munity, .-

Consider the value of a non-denominational, non-
political central agency which can enrich the know-
ledge of facts and ideas in each voter in our young
democracy in such a way that he can exercise his jud-
gement uninfluenced by anyone else. In enabling
the people to get a correct picture of how govern-
mental affairs are run in other countries, and of
our own governmental machinery and its workin
the political, social and economic fields, libraries
have a vital role to play. We can have a real demo-
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cracy only when we have well-educated people.
The primary service of the library has always been
to the intellect. Most people in our country are
so preoccupied with physical hunger that there is
no time or inclination (unless it is innate and
compelling) to satisfy intellectual hunger (if at all it
exists). To meet this challenging situation, libraries
will have to assume a much bigger role than is the
case at present. It is a case of the mountain having
to move to Mohammed, Libraries have to be of
service to illiterates, open up avenues and windows
of knowledge to remote and inaccessible villages and
communities, participate in adult education, and
provide home szrvice to women (literacy and girls
education) and other house-bound people. There
are special classes of people to be served by a good
library system, namely industrial workers (knowledge
is increasing so rapidly that we need to learn today
what is to be done for tomorrow), hospital patients,
the blind, prisoners, the armed forces and perhaps
even seamen, These are the principles underlying
the concept of extension work through lectures and
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attractive talks, exhibitions, libraries on wheels,
branch libraries, provision of trade literature, services
for children and reference libraries. In Britain some
libraries organise even ambitioys arts programmes.
They ensure the total involvement of the community.

Libraries can no longer remain (as unfortunately they
tend to do for various reasons) mere storchouses of
books, they have to be dynamic and set out to edu-
cate and attract. In world conditions of rapid change
and the explosion in technology and knowledge, man
can have a full life only if he can keep pace with it,
and here the role of the library is obvious.

Completing Education

The library is a necessary complement to formal edu-
cation, and in fact should make up for the lacunae
of inappropriateness and inadequacies in the educa-
tional system. Wide and unfettered reading no deubt
enlarges the young mind. The freedom of choice it
affords is indicative of the part it can play in deve-
loping in the student, reason and thought and in
encouraging him to take the initiative and work on
his own in freedom. Besides providing the stimulus
to learning, it fuifils an important educational fun-
ction by developing his personality. By helping
character formation thus, it can resolve the cleavage
between the world of work and of study. By encou-
raging young people to read more and exploit books
to the maximum, the veil of inaccessiblity of know-
ledge can be torn asunder. Reading has many uses,
many levels of satisfaction and values, emotional and
intellectual depending upon one’s capacity, individual
environment and pre-disposition. The library can
help in non-formal education — being a good aid to
the open university, correspondence courses and
university of the air.

Traditional Role

The traditional function of the library cannot be
underrated. Love of literature and language adds
greatly to the happiness of each generatiop. Research,
recreation and intellectual refreshment need to be
satisfied and if a library does nothing more than this,
it would still be invaluable. Viewed thus, the library
is a centre of culture and a channel for the spread of
ideas. It makes people utilise their leisure intelli-
gently, It preserves knowledge and kindles thoughts
and ideas.

The library is also a centre for international under-~
standing, Thus it serves the cause of peace as well,

Whether it is to escape from ourselves, be a better
citizen or a more valuable member of society, make
new discoveries or broaden our horizons, the library
is the friend to turn to as a habit, and in particular
in times of need.
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For A National Library Movement

Raja Rammohan Roy
Library Foundation

A CLEARING HOUSE FOR IDEAS
ON LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT

P. V. Varghese

State Librarian,

Government of Kerala

|972, the Silver Jubilee year of India’s Indepen-
dence, saw the birth of a pew institution in public
library service. The Raja Rammohan Roy Library
Foundation was formed in memory of the great
social reformer and educationist on May 20 in the
year of bis bicentenary. In thus honouring the Father
of Indian Renaissance the country has created
a very powerful instrument for imparting literacy
and new knowledge to its masses through a network
_of libraries even in the remotest parts of the country.

The main objectives of the Foundation, which was
formed at the Calcutta National Library premises,
are to promote a library movement in the country,
build up a national library system, provide financial
and technical assistance to libraries and library
associations, act as a clearing house for ideas and
information on library development and bring out
necessary literature for the purpose. It was regi-
stered as an autonomous body under the Societies
Registration Act, West Bengal. Membership of
the Foundation consists of specialists in library
services and other disciplines and ex-officio repre-
sentatives of the Government of India in the

related Departments. The Union Minister for
Education and Social Welfare is the Chairman of
the Foundation. To mark the commencement of
the activities of the Foundation, a set of bocks worth
Rs. 5000 was donated to the Bristol Art Gallery,
ho'cgted at the place where Raja Rammohan Roy
ied.

Considering the various schemes that were to be
taken up step by step, top priority was given to
the establishment of a strong framework of library
service at the district level and in order to im-
plement it effectively a detailed survey of the
existing situation in each State was thought of. To
conduct the proposed service and to implement
the schemes sponsored by the Foundation at the
State-level, State, Library Planning Committees
composed of representatives of the Foundation
and State Governments were set up.

Funds

The Foundation commenced its activities with a
capital of Rs. 50 lakhs donated by the Union
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Government, The policy envisaged for raising
funds is to approach the State Governments for
contributions. Every year the Union and State
Governments are expected to release their con-
tributions to the Foundation. The amount allotted
by the Foundation for each State will be in the
form of a matching grant and so it is always
advantageous for the States to contribute moreto
the Foundation so as to receive more in the form
of books, cycles, etc.

Starting from the district libraries, the target of
the Foundation is to cover all the villages with a
‘population of 1,500 and above through mobile and
other library services. In this effort all available
resources of Nehru Youth Centres, model secon-
dary schools and other institutions will be mobilised.

The Foundation has already been sending consign-
ments of core books selected by a committee of
experts under the chairmanship of Prof. Nihar
Ranjan Roy to the district libraries throughout the
State. In the first stage the committee confined its
selection to books produced by the various Goverp-
ment and quasi-Government institutions, namely the
National Book Trust, Sahitya Akademi, Publications
Division, N. C. E. R. T., Indian Council of Agricul-
tural Research, etc.  Consignments to follow will
include books published by private agencies also.

Books in Regional Languages

The task of selection of books published in regional
languages has been entrusted to State Planning Com-
mittees. Since 80 per cent of the total fundsavailable
for books is spent on books in regional langunages,
multiple copies of each selected book could be
bought aad distributed among the district libraries
which will in turn send them to small libraries on
request for circulation and return.

Of course what has already been done is only a very
small part of the task. Ifthe library movement is to
gather momentum and catch on among those sec-
tions of the population who have hitherto remained
outside the pale of the printed word, a very persistent
and multi-pronged effort is called for. The task before
the Foundation is to stimulate a thirst for knowledge
and books and to provide the means for quenching
that thirst. Hence the Foundation is of the view
that the programmes taken up during the first stage
should be geared to these two basic objectives before
taking up more sophisticated aspects of library
service. Strengthening of District Libraries, Block
Libraries, and Village Libraries, provision for
inexpensive mobile services, organisation of child-
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ren’s corners, orientation of necessary personnel
for the implementation of the programme will meet
the first objective.  Production of literatutre on a
variety of topics of current interest and information
suited to thetastes and needs of the people of diffe-
rent walks of life, specially of those in the rural
areas is again a must. The activities of the Foun-
dation during the year 1973-74 and the Fifth Plan
are directed towards these goals. The schemes now
under the consideration of the Foundation includes
one for preservation of rare and valuable books.

The Foundation in Kerala

An eight-member State Planning Committee was
constituted in 1972 with the Director of Public
Instruction as Chairman and the State Librarian as
Member-Secretary. The other members of the Com-
mittee are (1) Shri D. R, Kalia (2) Dr. Prabhakar
Machwe (3) ShriK. D. Puranik (4) Shri. U. A,
Beeran (5) Shri P. T. Bhaskara Panikkar and (6) Shri
A. Balagopal. The Committee selected 11 district
libraries for the purpose of distributing books from
the Foundation. An expert committee consisting of
Shri N. V. Krishna Warrior, (Director, State Institute
of Languages), Dr. K. M. George, Chief Editor,
Malayalam Encyclopaedia, Shri P. T. Bhaskara
Panikkar, President, Kerala Grandhasala Sanghom
and Shri P. V. Varghese, State Librarian, was appoin-
ted 1o select books in Malayalam. Books from the
list recommended by the committee are now being
despatched to the district libraries directly by the
publishers under the orders of the Foundation.

The State Committee recently forwarded its scheme
for the development of library service during the
Fifth Plan in the State to the Foundation for appro-
val. The proposals of the committee include the
establishment of two district libraries at Malappuram
and Idikki, strengthening of the book stock in the
various district libraries, taluk libraries, and 2,500
village libraries, launching a motor boat library in
the Kuttanad area and provision of cycles to 500
libraries to start their mobile library service. The
proposal to spend a sum of Rs. 20,000 for the preser-
vation of rare and valuable books in the Trivandrum
Public Library and other libraries during the Fifth
Plan has also been approved. The estimated cost
of the scheme is Rs. 20 lakhs out of which Rs. 10
lakhs have to be contributed by the State Govern-
ment,

The proposal, if implemented, will go a long way
in improving the library facilities in the State and
thereby in raising the quality of life of the common
people.
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OTHER KERALA LIBRARIES
AND A STRONG MOVEMENT
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AND
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Art Is a means of human intercourse . . . the thing that distinguishes this
means of intercourse from intercourse through words is that with the help of
words one man communicates to another his thoughts; with the help of

art people communicate their emotions,

Leo Tolstoy

There are great advantages in not being taken too
seriously, Some writers are excessively serious about
themselves, They accept the ideas of the
‘“cultivated public’’. There is such a thing as over=
capitalizing the A in artist the American novelist

Saul Bellow,

I think that English languagé newspapers will
continue and maintain their superior appeal to the
intelligentsia at least for the next ten years,

I do not think the saturation point of English
papers has been reached,

Frank Moraes

India is a country where very few books are published in relation to the size of its
population, even of its literate population. The 80 or so Universities, 2,200 colleges and
some 7 lakh schools can’t slake the enormous thirst for education, information and
entertainment. In such environment, and with inflation riding high, few citizens have
made the point that Iindian newspapers are still providing net reading matter of 50, 60,
and sometimes even 100,000 words a day for less than the cost of a Coca-Cola or a Limca.

Chanchal Sarkar
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A Thirty-Year Old

Strong Library Movement
in Kerala

OVER 4,000 LIBRARIES HAVE SPRUNG UP,
BUT THEIR ORGANISATION NEEDS
STATUTORY BACKING AND A PUSH FORWARD

P. Ramanujan
Assistant Librarian,

Nair

Kerala University Library

'n Kerala, one of the smallest States in india, having
an area of 38,857 sq. kms, and a population of
21.347 million (1971 Census), there are now 4,100
public libraries, 150 college libraries several thous-
and school libraries, besides a few private libraries
maintained by the Chureh, newspapers, political
parties and ancient family houses. The best libraries
in the State, rich in collection and open to the
public, are the Public Library, the Legislative Library,
the University Library, all in Trivandrum, and Public
Libraries in Kottayam, Ernakulam and Calicut. Since
the establishment of the Trivandrum Public Library
in 1829, numerous public and private libraries ap-
peared in Kerala. The emergence of libraries in dif-
ferent parts of the State, the difficulties experienced
in running them and the dithering and collapse of
several of - them forced the public attention on the
need for a library movement. Such a movement
however did not take concrete shape until the Kerala
Granthasala Sangham appeared in 1945 during the
peak days of the freedom struggle. The national
movement, the social reform movements, the for-
mation of communal organisations, rapid growth

of political consciousness, the struggle for responsi-
ble government and the emergence of political
parties during the twenties and thirties of the present
century accelerated the growth of libraries and
hastened the birth of a library movement.

Reverence for and interest in books have been found
in the people of Kerala right fram ancient times. Archi-
ves maintained in certain ancient houses, mansions
of landlords and palaces of ruling families could be
cited to illustrate the point. Evidently the reading
habit and the habit of preserving books were found
only among the very well-to-do, upper class peopie
in those days. No waender it was so because for the
overwheiming majority of people education was
not only denied but prohibited; it was the close pre-
serve of the ruling class. In course of time the old
order vyielded place to new and the monopoly of
power and privilege of the old order crumbled. The
fronticrs of knowledge and the reading habit of the
people developed steadily, which expanded further
with the advent of printing and publication of books
and periodicals. It was not easy to get books and other
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reading matetrial for all those who wanted them.
One may say that the curiosity among the people at
large to know more and more and read extensively
could anly have led to the emergence of libraries.
Another element must also have been present. That
is the knowledge about the system working in some
other parts of the world. That element was supplied
by our contact with the western system of education
in the early nineteenth century. Naturally, public
libraries appeared in Kerala in the first half of the
nineteenth century. But there was no organised
attempt at library movement until the establishment
of schools and colleges in the State. The first
English School at Trivandrum was founded in 1834,
during the reign of Swathi Thirunal Maharaja. In
1866 it was raised to the status of a college,
affiliated to the University of Madras. The first
college in Cochin was established after ten vears,
in 1875. The products of these institutions were
later to take initiative in establishing public libraries
in different parts of Kerala.

Suguna Poshini

In Travancore State the first attempt to collect
books in Malayalam and organise public libraries
was made during the reign of Vishakham Thirunal
Maharaja (1880-1885). The ‘Suguna Poshini’ at
Vanchivoor in Trivandrum was the first to appear on
the scene. But it could only function for less than
two years. ‘Jnana Pradayini’ at Neyyattinkara was
formed in 1933 In the same year the ‘Sankara Vila-
som' Library came into being at Chenganncor, In
the next one decade a few more libraries appeared,
the most prominent among them being the Y. M.
C. A. Library at Keezhkara, Sri Chitra Thirupal Lib-~
rary at Trivandrum, the Raja Raja Varma Library at
Oachira, Lalitha Vilasini Library and Reading Room
at Padmanabhapuram, Jnana Pradayini Library at
Mavelikkara, Marthanda Vilasom Library at Eraniel,
Sri Mulam Silver Jubilee Library at Thodupuzha,
and the Bharathee Vilasom Library at Karapuzhs,
Kottayam. The Kottayam Public Library was establi-
shed in 1882 by Shri T. Rama Rau, the then
Division Peishkar (Collector) of Kottayam.

Very soon the movement began to take shape in
Cochin State and Malabar as well. The Public Lib=~
rary at Ernakufam, the capital of Cochin State, was
established in 1869, the Trichur Library in 1873,
the Tellicherry Library in 1901, the Calicut Library in
1924 and the Cannanore Library in 1827. Simul-
taneously in villages also small libraries and reading
rooms began to appear. Although every one of them
was started by popular backing, the initial enthusiasm
could not be sustained very long. With the result
many of them were short-lived.

Library Meets

It was against this background that an All-Travancore
Library Conference was held in 1925 under the
auspices of the Jnanapradayini Library of Neyyattin-
kara. Another confetence was held in 1933 at
Trivandrum under the auspices of the Sri Chitra
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Thirunal Library which was followed by the third
All-Travancore Library Conference at Neyyoor in 1935
under the auspices of Diwan Nanoo Pillai Memorial
Library. These conferences helped to convince the
general public of the urgent need for a strong library
mavement in the State. Secondly they reminded the
Government of its responsibility in aiding and assi-
sting libraries. This is not to say that the Govern-
ment of Travancore was oblivious of jts responsi-
bilities towards {ibraries. Under the regime of Sri
Mutam Thirunal rules were framed to give grant-in-
aid to libraries. By 1917-18 there were about 47
librarizs and reading rooms in Travancore receiving
aid from the Education Department of the State.
The maximum aid fixed was Rs. 200 per annum plus
a small grant for procuring building facitities and
furniture. The Government also used to supply
all its publications to these libraries either at con-
cessional rates or free of charge.

It may be pointed out here that in Travancore
encouragement to libraries formed part of the Govern-
ment's programme for expansion of educational
facitities. The Education Reform Committee of
Travancore made certain recommendations regarding
Government’'s role in the development of {ibraries.
In the light of these recommendations the Director
of the Department of Education prepared a scheme
in 1932 to establish a central distributing library
and a number of rural libraries. In 1935 Government
sanctioned the opening of 64 libraries attached to
Government primary schools. Each library was sanc-
tioned a sum of Rs. 100 per anpum and 200 books.
One daily newspaper and one periodical were also
given free. In 1940 there were about 78 libraries
with an average of 500 books, 42 newspapers and
periodicals, In the next decade the number of
libraries rose to 354.

In Cochin and Malabar, too, a library movement was
taking deep roots during this period. In Cochin,
rural libraries were started as part of the adult edu-
cation programme, on an experimental basis in
1926. In the next 20 years these libraries increased
in number, strength and resources. There were three
types of libraries in Cochin by 1946: public libraries—
4; extensive rural libraries—5 and village libraries—
224. in Malabar, the District Board invited Dewan
Ambat Sivarama Menon of Cochin who had served
in the Administrative Committee of Madras
libraries to advice on their organisation there.

Aill-Kerala Organisation

The first library conference in Malabar was held in
1937 at Calicut which led to the birth of an organi-
sation called ‘“‘the Malabar Vayanasala Sangham’’.
It took another six yearsfor the emergence of the first
all-Kerala organisation. The organisation called
’Kerala Granthalaya Sangham’’ was formed in Dece-
mber 1943 following a meeting held in Tellicherry
in the same year. This in theory is the first argani-
sation for the library movement in Kerala. But ijt
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failed to give proper direction to the iibrary move-
ment in the State.

The dismal failure of the Sangham led to another
meeting, this time at Ambalapuzha. The meeting
held in August 1945 under the auspices of the well-
managed P. K. Memorial Library resolved to form a
central organisation and the ‘All-Travancore Grantha-
sala Sangham’ was born with 47 libraries represen-
ted at the meeting as its members. In 1349 with the
integration of Travancore and Cochin States its name
was changed to the ‘Travancore-Cochin Granthasala.
Sangham’. With the formation of Kerala State
in 1956, the organisation assumed the name by which
it is known through out India today—the Kerala
Granthasala Sangham.

New Chapter

With the emergence of the Granthasala Sangham in
1945 with Shri P. N. Panikkar as its moving spirit
began a new chapter in the history of the library
movement in Kerala. As the Granthasala Sangham,
which celebrated its silver jubileerecently, has made
an inestimable contribution to the cultural repajss-
ance of Kerala, its history is rightly considered the
history of the library movement in Kerala.

The Sangham started its activities with limited objec-
tives and programmes. [t aimed at organising all
libraries in Travancore and acting as its central orga-
nisation. Accordingly its first objective was to en-
rof all existing libraries as members. Secondly it
wanted to revive and rejuvenate all defunct and
stagnant libraries and establish them where there
were none. It also sought to strengthen the organi-
sation by enrolling more individual members and
institute a common fund.

Naturally the organisers of the Sangham hoped to
get encouragement and assistance from the Govern-
ment. As a result of the presistent demands made
by the Sangham in the early period, the Government
of Travancore gave a monthly allowance of Rs. 250
to appoint organisers. The services of Shri P. N.
Panikkar and Shri P. Madhavan Pillai were lent to
the Sangham. The amount of the annual grant to
the libraries was raised from Rs. 200 to Rs. 240.
Instructions were also issued to enrol libraries under
the Travancore University as members of the
Sangham.

The organisers were to enrol at least four new libra-
ries in a division, set up at least one library or read-
ing room and organise one taluk union a month.
They were also expected to hold at least one meeting
every two months, prepare and submit a detailed
survey report regarding libraries in a taluk and orga-
nise at least one adult education centre.

Kottayam Conference

The Kottayam Conference held in 1946 marked a
turning point in the history of the Sangham, and
advanced its objectives and programmes. The Con-

ference urged the Government to enact a library
legislation and demanded the setting up of a Library
Department. The scheme and the draft ofa Bill
prepared by Dr. S. R. Ranganathan were considered
by the Conference and modified to suit the existing
conditions in Travancore State.

In October 1947 a delegation of the Sangham met
the then acting Dewan and presented its demands.
They included the recognition of the Sangham as the
spokesman and representative of all libraries in the
State, the right to inspect the libraries, recommend
grant to them and correspond with the Government
on behalf of them. It also wanted modification and
amendment of clause 194 of the Travancore
Education Code laying the condition for giving
grant to the librariess. The deputation pointed out
the need to bring all libraries in Travancore under
the administrative control of the Sangham. They
also urged the Dewan to take steps to start a library
science department in the Travancore University to
train adequate number of librarians. This resulted
in the setting up of a committee by the Government
to review the work done by the Sangham and to
recommend feasible assistance and encouragement.

The committee consisting of Sarvashri Sooranad
Kunjan Pillaj and Mathew M, Kuzhiveli and Dr. Siva-
rama subramonia lyer strongly pleaded for a planned
library policy to be framed by the Government in
collaboration with non—official agencies, obviously
meaning the Granthasala Sangham.

The other recommendations by the committee
included the doubling of the annual grant to the
Sangham, authorising the Sangham to inspect libra-
ries and recommend award of grants to the
libraries, affiliating all libraries including the Depart-
mental Libraries to the Sangham and including the
Sangham in conducing training for the librarians by
the Department of Education.

A Home At Last

Another objective of the Sangham was to get an office
building of its own. It started ina room of the
P. K. Memorial Library at Ambalapuzha, After a
year the office was shifted to Trivandrum and housed
in a room of the 8ri Chitra Thirunal Library.
In June 1948 the University of Kerala permitted the
Sangham to make use of one room in a building in
the Sanskrit College campus. The successive de-
mocratic governments were unfortunately not much
in favour of providing a Head quarters to the
Sangham. But in 1957, when Kerala was under
President’s rule, the then Governor, the indomitable
P. S. Rao, gave the Sangham the land to put up its
own building near the Trivandrum Public Library.

At long last, the Sangham constructed its own
building there and occupied it on July 31,
1957.

With the formation of Kerala the activities of the
Sangham were extended to Cochin and Malabar.
The Sangham wanted to establish uniformity in the
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functioning of libraries throughout the State. Simul-
taneousily attempts were made to broadbase its
activities. Now it has a very ambitious programme
before it. [t aims at making every library in the
rural and urban areas the cultural centre of the res-
pective localities. The Sangham also seeks to provide
nursery education and training to children during the
pre-primatry stage.

Recently a modern system of adult education was
launched. This forms part of a comprehensive Rs. 45—
lakh plan for functional literacy chalked out and
submitted to the Union Ministry of Education. The
Ministry instead of approving the whole plan, directed
the Sangham to launch pilot projects intwo develop-
ment blocks. For the purpose a sum of less than
a lakh of rupees was sanctioned. Ten centres each
in two very underdeveloped blocks were selected
and teachers given training. From among
fishermen and agricultural labourers, 40 persons
in the age group of 18-30 were selected for the
experiment. They are being taught reading and
writing as well as the techniques of their profession.
General knowledge also is imparted. If the experiment
succeeds, the Sangham hopes to get the approval of
the Central Government for the comprehensive plan.

Reading Habits

The Sangham also wants to conduct a survey regar-
ding the reading habits of the people in Kerala. The
proposed survey is to be conducted with the help of
the Statistics Department of the Government of Kerala
and the local people connected with the Sangham.

Yet another scheme to stimulate and develop the
reading habits of the people has been formulated by
the Sangham which believes that if the members of a
family are taughtthe habit of reading a book together,
the reading habit would develop considerably. It is
being given a serious trial.

The Sangham which started functioning with just
47 member libraries in 1945 has grown into a
large organisation or movement with 4,100
member libraries. The phenomenal growth has
been made possible through the selfless efforts
of thousands of dedicated men and women. In
addition to the co-operation and patronage extended
to the movement by the people, the Government has
also given encouragement and assistance. The
Sangham which was receiving from the Government
a grant of only Rs. 250 per mensem in 1946 now
gets about Rs. one lakh a year.

The Sangham has taken over under its direct res-
ponsibility about 250 rural libraries which were
attached to primary schools and all the uplift libra-
ries attached to Panchayats. These have been deve-
loped into well-run public libraries.

Another significant stage in the development of the
library movment was the launching of a scheme to
construct key libraries at Taluk Centres with 50
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.per cent grant from the Government. Soon the villa-

ges took over the ““own your own library’”* scheme.

Of the 4,100 libraries affiliated to the Sangham, 1,805
have their own bujldings, which approximately
cost sixteen million rupees. The lion's share of
the amount was coliected as donations from
the public. The number of books in the libraries
attached to the Sangham comes to seven million,
worth nearly Rs. 11 miilion. The total membership
of these libraries spread over the whole State comes
to nearly seven hundred thousand. This is no small
number indeed. But when the total adult popu-
lation of the State-ten million~and the percentage of
literacy, perhaps the foremost in India, are is taken
into account, it is found to be only seven per cent of
the population.

With the integration of the States of Travancore and
Cochin all the Government village libraries were
brought underthe control of the Granthasala Sang-
ham to be run as public libraries. The Library De-
partment of Cochin State was abolished,

The birth of Kerala State was a fresh opportunity
for developing the library movement. Though
the Madras Library Act was in force in the Malabar
area, it was not productive of any appreciable result.
Even the amount realised by way of library cess was
going substantially unutilised. There were only less
than 50 libraries under a local library authority. There
was no effort to draw upon the co-operation of the
local public. Even the central libraries did not
own suitable buildings. Against this background
it is no mean achievement on the part of the Gran-
thasala Sangham to have today in the Malabar region
nearly 1,000 libraries organised and administered by
it.

The Sangham, with the help of a committee of ex—
perts, makes the selection of books for the libraries.

The published list of books is brought up to date
from time to time.

The Sangham has published a Library Manual, Lib-
rary Directory, Model Bye-Laws and Model Records
and returns with a view to helping the libraries in
their smooth and efficient working.

The official monthly of the Sangham, “Grantha-
lokam'’, also contains directions and suggestions to
the library workers, reports of library functions,
studies and reviews-of books and articles of literary
and cultural value. The monthly was started 24
years ago. Mention should be made of the role of
the Sangham in training libratians and in assisting
them to get their allowances. As a result of the
endeavours of the Sangham, a democratically organi-
sed Gradation Committee was constituted to deter-
mine and recommend grants to the libraries,

The Sangham has been successful in carrying the
message of the library movement to the people.
Public meetings, symposia, seminars and work-
shops are periodically held under the direction of the



Sangham and under the auspices of the member
libraries, Taluk Unions, and District Councils.

Perhaps the most outstanding achievement of the
Sangham was the quiet but enduring contribution
made by the movement towards the establishment
of the grassroots of democracy in the State. Nearly
75,000 social workers are actively connected with
the library movement in the State.

The organisers of the Sangham claim that one of the
major factors responsible for the significant success
of the Sangham is its administrative set-up which is
on democratic lines.

The day-to-day administration of the Sangham is
carried on by an Executive Committee on behalf of
the Governing Council. The Executive Committee
consists of a President, two Vice-Presidents, a Trea-
surer, a General Secretary, two Joint Secretaries and
four members, all elected by the Governing Council
from among its members. The Governing Council
manages the affairs of the Sangham. While the
Executive Committee is a small body of eleven
members, the Governing Council is a larger body
consisting of thirty nine persons. It is composed of
three elected representatives from each District, six
persons nominated by the above representatives, two
nominees of the Government of Kerala and one
nominee of the Kerala University.

Every library, affiliated to the Sangham, is managed
by a committee elected by the general body of all
members of the library. All the libraries in a Taluk
are co-ordinated by a Taluk Union.

Each library elects two representatives to the Taluk
Union general body. From among them they elect
a Taluk Committee. Besides, the Taluk Union general
body elects representatives to the State general body
of the Granthasala Sangham. The District Commi-
ttee supervises the work of all the taluk unions in the
district. It is composed of the representatives of the
elected members of the taluk unions. The District
Committee functions as a liaison between the unions
and the Sangham.

It has been already mentioned that the Granthasala
Sangham co-ordinates, harmonises, directs and leads
the numerous libraries in the State. The Governing
Council of the Sangham, which is the policy-making
body, is the representative body of the libraries in
Kerala. To assist the Executive Committee and the
Governing Council, there is a secretariat under the
General Secretary. To meet the various items of
expenditure the Government of Kerala gives the
Sangham an annual grant of one lakh rupees.
The other sources of income are the subscriptions
collected by the libraries, proceeds from the sale of
the Sangham’'s publications and donations from
the public.

Arts and sports clubs
Cost of buildings
No. of members

No. of books

Total cost of books
Books distributed
District Committees
No. of Taluk Unions

'GRANDHASALA SANGHAM

Facts and figures in a nutshell from 1945

No. of libraries at the beginning ) 47
No. of libraries registered till now
No. of libraries owning buildings

Cultural organisations under its
patronage like children’s section,
women’s section, adult education,

3677
1720

2474

1,72,32,525
6,17,562
66,91,311
1,11,75,160

Rs. 1,49,54,487
10

51
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Some Other Major
Libraries in Kerala

‘Pakkar Koya
Assistant Editor,

Yojana

TRIVANDRUM

The University Library

Among Kerala’s Best Five

lf the Public Library is the oldest in Kerala,
the University Library in Trivandrum with a total
collection of more than 1.5 lakh books, is the largest.
The library was started in 1942 amalgamating the
two college libraries in existence. The present
building constructed with the help of the University
Grants Commission was occupied in 1962, It is
one of the few university libraries whose doors are
open to the general public. The only condition is that
the applicants for membership should be graduates.
From this year onwards an annual subscription of
Rs. 10 is charged from the public with a view to
restricting the number of members,

Now there are over 6,700 members including about
2,000 from among the people outside the University.
No subscription fee is charged from the students and
teachers who should pay a deposit of Rs. 10 and
Rs. 15 respectively. The depasit amount for outside
members is Rs. 25.

On working days, 6,000 to 7,000 books are issued.
The daily number of visitors to the library and
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reading room works out to nearly 1,000. The library
works on Sundays and on almost all holidays,

On an average 8,000 to 10,000 books are added
yearly to the total collection of the library, the bud-
getary provision for new books this year being Rs.
1.5 lakh. Besides this a sum of Rs. 3 lakh is expe-
cted from the University Grants Commission. Nearly
Rs. 1.25 lakh a year is spent towards the cost of
periodicals.

Being a university institution, the library provides
special facilities to research scholars. The research
scholars can keep a minimum of 30 books at a time
on their desks.

The library is organising a special section for studies
on Kerala. It will be so designed that in future, any
research scholar working on any aspect of Kerala
should find a visit to this section a must. Qut of the
total collection of more than 1.5 lakh books, 15,000
or 20,000 are accounted for by Malayalam.

There is a special section each for students and
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general education. The former contains many valu-
able text books they should read but cannot afford
to buy because of the prohibitive cost. The general
education section supplies such books as will raise
the general level of knowledge of the reading public.

The University Library, adjudged by the U. G, C. as
one of the best faur or five libraries in India, also acts
as a laboratory for the students undergoing training
in the post-graduate course in library science
conducted by the University of Kerala since 1961.

-Sri Chitra Thirunal
Library

Sri Chitra Thirunal Granthasala’s origin should
be traced to the inspiration felt by a poar fourth
standard student in a Malayalam school while the
teacher was giving his students a gist of a book
called the Bookshop and Printing Press half acentury
ago. It took another four years for the boy, Kesava
Pillai, who had by this time passed the seventh stan-
dard, to translate his ideas into actjon.

Those of the present generation who marvel at its
present premises built at a cost of Rs. 145,000 at the
Vanchiyoor Junction and make use of the rich colle-
ction of books there will find it hard to believe that it
is largely the culmination of the efforts of a single
individual.

The Granthasala was started in 1914 in a vacant
corner of a small house with 25 books. Within three
months the number of books rose to 500 when the
library was shifted to a nearby place. In the second
year the library occupied a rented room. Very often
Shri. Kesava Piliai had to walk miles and miles on
foot to collect books for his library. He reached every
nook and corner of the erstwhile State of Travancore
for the success of his mission, a mission which some-
times took him to Cochin and Malabar as well,

The result of his single-minded devotion and single-
handed efforts is there for all to see. Today Shri
Chitra Thirunal Granthasala has about 25,000
volumes of Malayalam books on its shelves. This
is perhaps the biggest collection of Malayalam
books anywhere in the State or outside. Almost
all important Malayalam newspapers and periodi-
cals are available in the Granthasala. Most of the
oldest periodicals in Malayalam have been bound

and kept here and provide a gold mine for research
scholars.

The total membership of the Library, is nearly 500.
On an average more than 300 people visit the Gran-
thasala daily. There is a special section for chil-
dren, opened in 1972. The Granthasala at present
is the_proud owner of assets worth Rs two lakh.

The British Library

The present British Ljbrary in Trivandrum was
started in 1964 as part of the network of the then
British Council Libraries in India. Following the
decision of the Government of India not to have
any foreign cultural missions where there are no
consulates of the countries concerned, discussion
took place between the Council and the Govern-
ment regarding the future of these libraries totall-
ing eleven. An agreement was soon reached pro-
viding for the continued operation of the seven
libraries in non-consular centres, redesignating them
as British libraries and vesting their management
in the Indian Council for Cultural Relations. The
four which operate in consular centres have been
redesignated as British Council Division Libraries.

The British Library in Trivandrum had an initial
stock of 7,000 bocks and 160 periodicais. The
present bookstock is 30,000; 50 to 60 books are
added every week. Periodicals number 165.

At present the library has a total membership of
3,508 including seven corporate members. An
annual subscription of Rs 10 each is charged from
the members No deposit is required. Institutions
can enrol themselves as corporate members by
paying an annual subscription of Rs. 30 and borrow
100 books for a period of three months at a time.

This is one of the few libraries which has done
an analysis of its members by their profession and
their social status. The survey conducted up to
December 1971 holds good even now. The ana-
lysis revealed that 1,177 members were students.
People belonging to the white-collared category
constituted 22.3 per cent and teachers 7.9 per cent
of the total membership. Technicians, doctors,
lawyers, journalists, scientists, etc. accounted for
18.8 per cent,

On an average 650 books and 150 periodjcals are
issued every day by the library. The daily visitors
to the library total more than 500. -

An analysis of the reading habits of members was
done in 1971 and it revealed that books belong-
ing to fiction constituted 39.12 per cent of the total
borrowing. The book belonging to Pure Sciences
constituted 11.25 per cent of the books issued.
The third place went to literary works excluding
fiction. According to Mr. S. Parthasarathy, the
Librarian, the trend revealed by these figures is
more or less valid even today.

There is a small but attractive Children’s Wing to
cater to the tastes of children. Naturally the big-
gest attraction of the library is its English Language
and Literature Section, which also happens to be
the largest. [t is the British Library which the
discriminating reader approaches first and last for
any book on English literature and the British
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way of life. Yet another attraction for the readers
is that some of the British periodicals reach their
hands within three days of their appearance in
Britain.

Books which are not available in any particular
branch can be borrowed by a member from other
British libraries in India. This inter-library [oan
facility is provided free of charge. In the same
way membership of one particular British library
is valid for all others in India.

The selection of books is done at different levels
with the final authority vesting with the Books

lKOTTAYAM \
Kottayam Public Library

The Kottayam Public Library started in 1882 by
T. Rama Rao, the then Diwan Peshkat of Kottayam,
has made great contributions to the cultural renais-
sance of ceniral Travancore.

The seven-cent site where the new building of the
library stands was bought in December 1882 for
a paltry sum of Rs. 500. The new four-storeyed
building costing more than Rs. 3 lakh was constru-
cted according to an expansion scheme approved
in 1962. Ever since 1942 attempts were made and
schemes formulated to modernise the library either
by remodelling the old structure or constructing a
new one. But nothing came to fruition till 1962
when the Library Committee was able to secure a
grant of Rs. one lakh from the A. V. George Memo-
rial Commitee, Rs. 30,000 from the Central Govern-
ment and Rs. 15,000 from the Kerala Government.

The Kottayam Municipal Council granted Rs. 5,000
and the Syndicate Bank extended a loan assistance

l ‘ EI?NA_KUI.AM l

Ernakulam Public Library

Premises of Its Own

The Ernakulam Public Library, one of the oldest
in the State, had a very humble beginning in an
ill-ventilated and rickety shed in the Government
High School campus, now the Maharaja’s College.

TRIVANDARUM PUBLIC LIBRARY

Department in Britain. Readers’ suggestions for
addition to the library are also welcomed. The list
thus compiied is sent out to Delhi to the Chief
Librarian. The list after scrutiny involving deletions
and additions is forwarded to the Books Department
in London for final approval.

The activities of the Trivandrum Library are not
confined to the distribution of books and perio-
dicals. It takes active interestin organising book
exhibitions on special occasions such as the death
or birth centenaries of famous writers and various
conferences at State and national levels.

of Rs. 50,000. A sum of Rs. 92,000 was realised
by way of contributions and the sale proceeds of
a drama festival conducted by the Committee. The
new building was inaugurated in July 1966 by
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. The Women's
Reading Room and the Children’s Section were
thrown open in 1964 and 1965 respectively. Steps
are under way to set up a special library for children
which, the authorities hope, will be the best in
India. The Committee has already collected more
than Rs. 4 fakh for this purpose.

Now there are 75,000 books on the shelves of the
library. The number of periodicals is nearly 360.
There are more than 1,800 members on its rolls.
The Distributing Library started by the Kerala
Government in 1957 to feed the libraries in Kott-
ayam district is attached to the public library,
Over 120 libraries are benefited by this scheme.

At its inception, the annual Government grant for
the library came to only to Rs. 80. Now the admini-
strative expenditure alone comes to more than Rs.
50,000.

And the development goes on. .. The Library is to
add a third building to its assets in the near future.
The three-storeyed building to be put up at Shastri
Road will be at an estimated cost of over Rs. 8
lakh.

From there it went to the then Town Hall which
was also the Legislative Council (the present Law
College). After some years the Library was again
shifted to the building of the Cochin State Power
and Light Corporation. Before long the Corpor-
ation claimed its building and the library moved
to the present building. Happily, the Kerala Govern-
ment has now granted 45 cents of land to the
library near its present siie for constructing a two-
storeyed building at an estimated cost of Rs. 6 lakh.

The Ernakulam Public Library started functioning
with 299 books and 38 members. At present there
are over 21,000 books and nearly 700 membets.
Three hundred persons visit the library daily, the

1i8



flumber of visitors to the children’s section, opened
in 1969, being 100. Around 2000 books are issued
every day; the monthly income is about Rs. 1,500.

There is a good reference section and a Unesco
information centre where all the U. N. publications
are available. Recently a Sanskrit section was

Trichur Public Library

The Trichur Public Library, which celebrated its
centenary last year, was started in 1873. One of
the oldest institutions of its kind in the West
Coast, the library was first housed in a hoary
Government bujlding on the eastern side of the
Paramekkavu Temple Tank made available by the
Government free of rent. In 1939 the late Sir
R. K. Shanmukham Chetty, the then Dewan of
Cochin, placed atthe disposal of the library a
portion of the Town Hall building, where it is
functioning at present. Later the Crush Hall as
well as the first floor of the Town Hall building
were also added to the library.

In 1950 the library Was affiliated to the Travancore-

’ CALICUT ’

Library Movement
in Calicut

The District Central Library, Calicut, one of the
oldest in the Malabar region, came into being in the
latter half of the 19th century. It was run by the
Calicut Municipality as the Municipal Library till
1952 when it passed into the hands of the Local
Library Authority constituted for Calicut according
to the provisions of the Madras Public Library Act
passed in 1948.

The Act, the object of which was to organise a net-
work of main and branch libraries in each district

-

opened. Almost all periodicals published in
Kerala and all important periodicals, both Indian
and foreign, are made available. The library gets
an annual grant of Rs. 1,200 from the State
Government and Rs. 500 from the Cochin Cor-
poration.

Cochin Library Association and was recognised as
the Taluk Central Library. T

The Trichur Public Library was started with 20
members on its rolls. The membership as on March
31, 1973 was 649 and the number of books issued
to members during the year was 50,131, There
were on the shelves of the library 30,077 valumes
during that period. The number of magazines sub-
scribed for and received free was 117. At present
the libraty receives an annual grant of Rs. 5,000
from the Government of Kerala.

Although the library had a Distributing Section to
cater to the needs of the rural libraries attached to
it, the management of this section was transferred
in 1970 to the office of the Deputy Director of
Primary Education at Ramavarmapuram.

The library has been recognised by Unesco as one
of its chief centres in India and has received books
from the organisation. The Central Parliament
Library, New Delhi, the U S| 8 in Trivandrum and
Madras, and the Rajah Rammohan Roy Library
Foundation have also made available a large num-
ber of books.

and stock them with suitable books, gave a new
impetus to the library movement in Malabar, then
a part of Madras.

The Local Library Authority constituted under the
provisions of the 1948 Act is empowered to levy in
its area a library cess in the form of a surcharge on
the property or house tax levied in such areas. The
cess collected by the Municipal Councils in munici-
pal areas and panchayats in their areas is utilised
by the authority for all expenses under the Public
Library Act, Government contributes an amount equal
to that collected by way of cess.

The most important institution managed by the
Authority is the District Central Library at Calicut.
Besides there are a number of branch and rural libra-
ries and book delivery stations. On an average an
amount of Bs. 1,500 is spent annually for purchasing
books and periodicals for each ofthe branch libraries
while the rural libraries get Rs. 1000 each. In
addition 28 {ibraries located in vatious parts of the
district are given grant-in-aid.
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The First Printed Book

IN THE WORLD

Contrary to popular notion the 42-line Bible of
which the Mazarin Library copy bears the rubricator’s
date of 1456 is not the first substantial printed book
in the world. The credit perhaps goes to the Constan-
ce Missal (Missal is a book containing service of
Mass for a whole year). The myth of the Bible being
the first substantial printed book was dramatically
demolished when the Peirport Morgan library traded
a copy of the Bible for a missal. Thereis also a
dispute as to who was the real printer of the 42-line
Bible. It is generally believed that Gutenberg
(1438-1498) was the printer. But a large number
of bibilographers think that the Bible was
printed by Johann first and Peter Schoeffer. Fust
(1400-1466) was the founder with Schoeffer of the
first commercially successful printing firm and
finanacial backer of Gutenberg. Around 1450 Fust
lent Gutenberg 800 guilders to complete his
process of printing from movable type. Two
years later a further sum of 800 guilders were

IN KERALA

The history of the origin of book publishing in
Kerala makes very interesting reading. Whereas the first
book printed in Kerala was in a script other
than Malayalam, the first Malayalam bcok was printed
outside Kerala. To “Vedopadesam” (1577 or 1578)
goes the credit of being the first book published in
Kerala. The script used was the special Tamil then In
vogue in the State. The first Malayalam book,
“Samkshepa Vedartham” was printed in Rome 1n
1772. The author of the book was a foreign missionary

125

advanced. 1In 1455 Fust sued Gutenberg for
2026 guilders of principal with interest and the
judgement was in his favour. It is told that Fust
was more interested in winning the possession of
Gutenberg’s invention and materials than in the
recovery of his money. Schoeffer who was among
Fust’s witnesses in the law suit later became Guten-
berg’s foreman. Although it is true that Gutenberg
had experimented with the process of printing books
on a printing press with movable metal types, no
piece of printed matter bearing his name is extant.
But Gutenberg's priority as inventor of western
printing from movable types cannot be seriously con-
tested. The unique features of his invention were a
hard mould for precision casting of type in large
quantities, a type-metal alloy with low melting point
and quick, undistorted solidification, a press adapted
from those used by paper-makers and book-binders
at that time and an oil-based printing ink.

(AMPK)

called Clement who also designed all the types required
for the printing of this book running to more than
200 pages. This was followed by a Bible, again pub-
lished outside Kerala, this time in Bombay, in 1811.
It took nearly 57 years after the appearance of ““Sam-
kshepa Vedartham” for the first Malayalam book,
again a Bible, to come out triumphantly out of a
printing press in Kerala. The Press, C. M. S. at
Kottayam, is still happily with us,

(AMPK)
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The First Newspaper

IN THE WORLD

The first-ever newspaper in the world was a court
gazette used for communication among officials of
the T’ang dynasty (A.D. 618—906) which reigned in
China. Between A.D. 960 aud 1279 it appeared at
regular intervals aud had a wide circulation among
Chinese scholars. It was then called Ti-pao (palace-
report). This was, however, handwritten or printed
from blocks. It began to be printed from mov-
able type only during the reign of Zung Cheng (1628

IN INDIA

The Bengal Gazette or Calcutta General Adviser,
which appeared on January 29, 1780, was the first
newspaper published in India. It belonged to James
Augustus Hickey and the paper began to be popularly
known as ‘Hickey’s Gazette’. The paper was first
barred from the post office and then seized by the
Government because of the stringent attacks made by
Hickey on the Government and on certain individuals,

Earlier in the 16th century itself printing from mova-

IN KERALA

If the first newspaper from Kerala, “Rajya Sama-
charam”, made its appearance in June 1847, the first
newspaper owned by the local people started publi-
cation in November 1848. While the former publi-
shed by Rev. Guundert dealt with only religious
matters, the latter, “Gnana Nikshepam”, though devo-
ted to religious propaganda, threw open its pages to
informative articles as well. “Gnana Nikshepam”

The First Printing

IN KERALA

To the C. M. S. Press at Kottayam, started by Rev,
Benjemin Baili in 1821, goes the credit of being the first
Malayalam Printing Press in Kerala. Even though
the London Mission Press in Nagercoil, then a part
of Travancore, was started in 1820, it lacked printing
facilities in Malayalam.

The C. M. S. Press had its origin in the desire of
Christian missionaries to have the Bible and other
religious texts published in Malayalam from Kerala
itself. Accordingly the first press from England was
set up in Kerala in 1821, The Malayalam types were

TRIVANDRUM PUBLIC LIBRARY

—44) of the Ming dynasty. However, the first news-
paper that circulated among the general public in
China appeared only in the 19th century.

The credit for bringing out the first regularly published
newspaper using movable type should go to Germany.
A file of the Avisa Relation Oder Zeitung published at
Augsburg in 1609 is still available there. '

(RKP)

ble type had been done in the country. -During the
Mughal rule, written newsletters were in vogue.

The first journal in any Indian language was the
mounthly Digdarshan in Bengali which appeared in
1818 Its editor and publisher was J C. Marshman, a
Baptist missionary. Soon the journal began to be
published as a weekly called Samachar Darpan.

(RKP)

was published from Kottayam at the C. M. §. Press
while “Rajya Samacharam™ was started from
Illikkunnu, near Tellicherry in Malabar. In 1847 Rev.
Gundert started “Paschimodayam”, a journal devoted
to articles of general interest. Kottayam again was the
birth place of “Vidya Samgraham”. Published on
behalf of the C.M.S. College, this journal is believed
to have made its appearance in 1864.

(AMPK)

Press

supplied by the Madras Government. But these
types proved unequal to the task—both in quantity
and quality. So Rev. Baili embarked upon a scheme
for designing Malayalam types. He started his work
with no better tools than some general ideas about
printing technology gained from Encyclopaedia

. Britannica and other books and with the assistance

of a local carpenter and two goldsmiths and suc-
ceeded in his mission. The Malayalam rendering
of the Bible was also done by him.

(AMPK)
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Some of the Principal Office - Bearers of
The Trivandrum Public Library from 1900

From the beginning of the Library the Maharaja was
the Patron, and, in later years, the British Resident of
the time was the President. The Honorary Secretary
.was a Britisher, either a civilian or a military officer
posted in Trivandrum.

From 1900 to 1921 the Resident continued as
President; and the Honorary Secretaries were Profe-
ssors La Bouchardier, Bishop, Hodgson, Sloss, Clark
and Walker successively.

Since 1921 the following persons held the offices.
However, this is not a complete list,

President Hony. Secretary

_Shri A. Govinda Pillai
Shri E.J. John Dr. K.L. Moudgill
Shri A. Vernkat Rao Prof. P.G. Sahasranama Iyer
Shri Ulloor S. Parameswara Iyer

Prof. C.V. Chandrasekharan Dr. A. Sivarama-

subramanya lyer

Dr. K.L. Moudgill
Dr. H.C. Papworth

TRIVANDRUM PUBLIC LIBRARY

Prof. C. V. -*Chandrasekharan -

President Librarian & Convener

Shri Pattom A. Thanu Pillai
Chief Minister of Travancore Thampuran

Shri T.K. Narayana Pillai Shri A.K., Joseph
Chief Minister of Travancore—Cochin

Shri Ramavarma Appan

Shri Joseph Mundasseri
Minister for Education

Shri P.K. Abdulla

Director of Public
Instruction

_—

State Librarian

Shri M. M. Johy,

Shri N. Chandrabhanu Shri A.K. Joseph

Shri Ramavarma Appan Thampuran
Shri P.K. Umasankar
Shri A.K. Narayanan Nambiar

Shri Clarence Thomas

Shri P. Vasudevan
(Asst. Librarian-in-charge)

Shri A.B. George

Smt. C, Savithri
(Asst. Librarian-in-charge)

Shri P.V. Varghese

Shri R. Ramachandran Nair
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OFFICERS AND STAFF OF THE TRIVANDRUM PUBLIC LIBRARY 1973-74

S * i % s o 2

lrom Left: Ist Row: (SITTING) P. Kunji, B. Sumathy, B. Radha, K. Radha, S. Santhamma, T.K.Kamalamma, P.K. Leesal, K. V.Subhadra. P. Vasudevan,
P. V. Varghese (State Librarian), K. Soman Nair, 3

. i S. Sukumaran Nair, P. A. Shoukathali, K.P. Gopalan Nair, K. A. Victal,
P. Sivananda Panicker, P. Gopalan

IInd Row: A. Tsac, A. Philipose, A. Chinnan, M. C. Palan, K. Ramachandran, G. Parameswaran Pillai, G. Krishna Pillai, Samuel John,
S. Sreedharan Nair, A. Rajayyan, T. V. Varghese, N. Bhaskara Pillai, R. Padmanabha Pillai, S. Karunakaran, N, Thulaseedharan Pillai,
. G. Sudhakaran

IIlrd Row: N. Chandrabhanu, M. Ahamed Kunju, K. Kuttan, K. P. Purushothama Kaimal, K. Madhavan, V. K Dandapani, N. Parameswa-

rao Pillai, T. N. Raghavan, V. K. Krishnankutty Nair, P. Gopinathan Pillai, V. Rajasekharan, V. Chellappan Pillai, M. T. Mathai
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There are people who read, and people who do not read.

“Do you read? "’

«Not much. | leave that to the wife."”

»» Does she enjoy it then?"

 Says she does. "

+Why is that d’you think? "~

Blowed if | know. Keep her out of mischief | suppose.”

«What about yourself then. Why not sign the pledge and join the library ?*
] have n't got any time to read. Too many other things to do."’

— Borgia Lucrezia Low-Lope,
P. T. Nalgo, Archibald Crist
in “/Public Libraries”,

A Potty Little Guide

The public libraty should be the centre of the intellectual life of the area which

it serves. That intellectual life covers all stages, from the incipient curiosity of

those whose intelligence is only beginning to awaken to the advanced research
of the highly trained specialist. The library has to serve not only the earnest
seekers after knowledge, but also those who are merely gratifying an elementary
curiosity and those who are seeking relaxation and recreation... The principle under-
lying the library services is that it exists for the training of the good citizen. It
must aim at providing all that printed literature can provide to develop his
intellectual, moral and spiritual capabilities.

— Public Libraries Committee
Report (1927), United Kingdom

In Some Library Somewhere
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Trivandrum Public Library

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations

WREATHED IN SMILES: The week-long illumi-
nation of the Library building was a grand spectacle.

GLIMPSES



WELCOME :

Prof. V.K.N. Menon
Member, Managing
Committee, Trivan-
drum Public Library

FIRST DAY :

Inauguration

REPORT :
Shri P.V. Varghese,
State Librarian

INAUGURAL ADDRESS:
Shri'N. N. Wanchoo,
Governor of Kerala

PRESIDENT :
Shri M. K. Kumaran
Chairman, Kerala Pub-
lic Service Commi-
ssion

ON THE DAIS : Left to Right— Shri R. Ramachandran Nair, :
Shri M. K. Kumaran, shri N. N. Wanchoo, Prof. V. K. N. Menon

THANKS :
Shri R. Ramachandran
Nair, Director of Public
Instruction



SECOND DAY :

Portrait Gallery and

AND A SEMINAR: Two sessions were held. At the morning
session on ‘‘Periodicals’’ Prof. Samuel Mathai presided, Prof.
V. K. Sukumaran Nair welcomed, Sarvashri K. P. K. Pisharodi,
P.K. Parameswaran Nair and N.V. Krishna Warrior read papers and
Shri P.N. Panicker thanked. At the afternoon session on “Library
Movement in Kerala” Shri Kainikkara M. Kumara Pillai presided,
Shri P. N, Panicker welcomed. Sarvashri P.T. Bhaskara Panicker
and P. Ramanujan Nair read papers and Shri K. A, Victal thanked.

GALLERY OF TEN 2
RAITS : Shri K. Karunakaray

A ANy,
v T
Kerala’s Minister for Home‘..,‘«

and' Information, unveils the
portraits of Swathi Thirunal,
Maharaja of Travancore,
Founder of the Trivandrum
Public Library and great com-
poser of Carnatic music and
of Kerala Varma Valia Koil
Thampuran, 0. Chandu
Menon, C V. Raman Pillai,
Irayimman Thampi, A.R. Raja
raja Varma, Kumaran Asan,
Vallathol Narayana Menon,
Ulloor Parameswara Aiyar,
and Sreekanteswaram Pad-
manabha Pillai

READERS’ FORUM: A new
forum for discussions, semi-
nars and talks on books was
opened by Shri M.K.Kumaran.

Extreme right:  Shri A, J.
Thampi, Member, Managing
Committee, Trivandrum
Public Library, proposes a
vote of thanks. Shri R.Rama-
chandran Nair made the wel-
come speech,




THIRD DAY:

Book Exhibition and Conclusion

BOOK EXHIBITION : Large queues saw the exhibition of books in which
the Trivandrum Public Library, the State Archives Department, the
State Institute of Languages, and the Prabhath Book House participated.

In the above photograph, top : visitors seeing the exhibits.
bottom : from left : Shri P. Vasudevan, Convener, Exhibition
Committee, welcomes ; Smt. Elizabeth George, who proposed the
vote of thanks; Shri C. Narayana Pillai delivers the Presidential
address: Smt. Lakshmi Menon inaugurates,

CONCLUDING SESSION : Shri C, Achutha Menon, Chief Minister of Kerala,
presided and distributed the prizes to winners of the children’s competitions.

CHILDREN’S PRQGRA-
MME: Smt. Meera Sanka-
ranarayanan inaugurates
the children’s cultural
programme presented by
the winners of the com-
petitions held in connec-
tion with the celebrations

SPEECH :

| e THANKS :
Shri K. G. Adiyodi,  Rosscote Krishna Pillai,
Minister for Finance, Member, Managing
Kerala Committee, Trivandrum

Public Library



Cultural Programmes:

THREE EVENINGS ¢ V. J. T. Hall :

A different classical art form of Kerala was presented each
evening : Kathakali, Drama and Music Concert

First Evening : KATHAKALI (Kiratham)
Mankulam Vishnu Namboodiri (Arjuna),
PallipuramGopalan Nair (Kiratha)

Chirakara Madhavankutty (Kattalathi)

Sankaran Embranthiri and Hyderali (Songs)
Nambeesankutty (Maddalam)
Kalamandalam Kesavan (Chenda)

Second Evening: DRAMA (Dharma Raja)
based on C.V. Raman Pillai’s novel of the same name
presented by Sri Chitra Thirunal Grandhasala Arts Club

Please turn to next page for details of Cast

Third Evening : Carnatic Music Concert
Pudukode Krishnamoorthy (Vocal)

Chalakudy Narayanaswami (Violin)

Mavelikara Velukutty Nair (Mridangam)



C.V.s

DHARMA RAJA

CAST
Tripura Sundari Kunjamma Usha
Meenakshi Rukminij
Kuppassar Kuriathi Neelakantan Nair
Chantrakaran S. Natarajan

Ummini Pillai
Ugra Haripanchananan
Kesava Pillai

Anandakuttan
T. R. Sukumaran Nair
Rosscote Krishna Pillai

Ramayyan Govindan Nair
Mama Venkitan Muralidharan Nair

Kesavankunju S. R. Mohan

Pavathi Kochi Rajamma

Dharma Raja Chengannoor Sankara Warrjer
Padathalavan P. K. Krishnan Nair

Santha Haripanchananan Gopinathan Nair
Pakeersa

Vridhasiddhan

K- P. Ganesh

\

Direction : T. R. Sukumaran Nair

Settings : K. V. Neelakantan WNair
& &

Make-up Poojapura Ramu

SREE PADMANABHA SWAMY TEMPLE
A Tourist Attraction in Trivandrum
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10.

TRIVANDRUM PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMITTEE

Shri R. Ramachandran Nair
Director of Public Instruction
President

Shri A.K. Narayanan Nambiar
Director of Public Instruction
(President upto September 8, 1973)
Dr. K. M. George

Chief Editor, Malayalam Encyclopaedia

Prof V.K.N. Menoa

T.C. 24/290., Near the Central Stadium
Shri A J. Thampi

Ramachandravilas,

Vellayambalam

Dr. N.A. Karim

Lecturer, Dean of Student’s Welfare,
University of Calicut

Smt Elizabeth George

City High School

Prof K.A, Isaac
University Librarian, Kerala University Library

Dr. P.G. Kurup
- Sushama *, Vanchiyoor

Shri Rosscote Krishna Pillai
Editor, Yojana

Shri T. K. Doraiswamy
Link View, Golf Links Road, Kaudiar

Shri S. Varadachari
Deputy Secretary to Government
(Member up to November 28, 1973)

Shri N. Ramakrishnan
Deputy Secretary to Government
Education Department

Shri P.V. Varghese
State Librarian
Converner

PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS COMMITTEE

Patrons:

Shri N. N. Wanchoo, Governor of Kerala

Shri C. Achutha Menon, Chief Minister of Kerala

Shri Chakeeri Ahmedkutty

Minister for Education

{Chairman)

Prof. V. K. N. Menon

Former Vice-Chancellor of Kerala and Patna
Universities

T.C.24/290, Near Central Stadivm, Trivandrum

Shri R. Ramachandran Nair )
Director of Public Instruction, and President,
Trivandrum Public Library Committee

Dr. P. G. Kurup
«Sushama’, Vanchiyoor

Shri Rosscote Krishna Pillai .
Editor-cum-Senior Correspondent, Yojana,
Government of India

Shri T. K. Doraiswamy,
Golf Links Road, Kaudiar

Shri A J. Thampi
Ramachandra Vilas,
Vellayambalam

Dr. K. M. George .
Chief Editor, Malayalam Encyclopzdia

Smt. Elizabeth George
City High School

Prof. K. A. Isaac o
University Librarian, University of Kerala

1L
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18.

19.

20.
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Dr. N. A. Karim

Dean of Students’ Welfare,
Calicut University

Shri Veli Krishnan Nair
President,

Kadakampally Panchayat

Shri K. Sukumaran

Chairman, Kerala Kaumudi
Shri P. Govinda Pillai

Chief Editor, Desabhimani

Sri. P. N. Panicker

General Secretary

Kerala Grandhasala Sanghom
Shri Rajagopalan Nair
Secretary, Kerala Grandhasala Sanghom,
Trivandrum District Committee

Shri N. Ramachandran
Assistant Editor, Kerala Kaumudi

Shri C. Narayana Pillai

Indian Express, Thycaud

Shri M. K. Kumaran, i

Chairman, Kerala Public Service Commission

Sri T. K. C. Vaduthala
Deputy Director, Public Relations

Prof. V. K. Sukumaran Nair
Head of the Department of Politics,
University of Kerala
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38,

39.

40.

41.

42,

43,

44,
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46.

Shri K. C. Mathew

Retired Deputy Secretary, Jagathy
Shri N. P. Ramakrishna Pillai
Advocate, Govindamangalam,
Vellayambalam

Shri P. R. Warrier )

City Editor, Mathrubhoomi

Shri K. Vijayaraghavan

City Editor, Kerala Kaumudi

Shri K. R. Chummar

City Editor, Malayala Manorama
Shri C. R. N. Pisharodi

City Editor, Janayugom

Shri S. R. Sakthidharan

City Editor, Desabhimani

Shri R. Sampath

Correspondent, The Hindu

Shri S. K. Anantharaman
Correspondent, The Indian Express
Shri P. C. Sukumaran Nair
Secretary, Press Club

Shri K. C. John

Correspondent, The Times of India
Shri C. H. Krishnan
Correspondent, P. T. I.

Mrs. Lakshmi N, Menon

T. C. 24290, Near Central Stadium
Dr. K. Ayyappa Panicker

Reader, Institute of English,
University of Kerala

Shri. N. V. Krishna Warrior
Director,

State Institute of Languages

Shri P. T. Bhaskara Panicker
Editor, State Institute of Languages
Prof. N. Krishna Pillai

Retd. Professor of Malayalam
Prof. R. S. Krishnan

Vice Chancellor, University of Kerala
Shri S. Vaidyanatha Aiyer

Private Secretary to His Highness the
Mabharaja of Travancore

Prof. S. Guptan Nair

Asst, Director,

State Institute of Languages

Rt. Rev. Benedict Mar Gregorios
Archbishop, Bishop Palace, Pattom
Shri P. K. Umasankar

Secretary, Higher Education Department,
Government of Kerala

Shri. Kainikkara M. Kumara Pillai
Santhi, Poojapura

Shri K. Pankajakshan M. L. A.
Shri A. K. Narayanan Nambiar
Director of Research and Studies,
Government of Kerala
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69.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

i

Shri E. M. S. Namboodiripad M. L, A.

Princess Gouri Parvathi Bail
Kowdiar Palace

Prof. M., P. Manmathan
Kurup’s Lane, Sasthamangalam

Shri P. Vasudevan
Asst. Librarian, Trivandrum Public Library

Shri Xonniyoor Narendranath
All India Radio

Shri G. Vivekanandan
Director cf Public Relations,
Government of Kerala
ShriP. I. Devadas Menon
Deputy Secretary, Finance Department,
Government of Kerala

Mrs. Meera Sankaranarayan
Jawahar Nagar

Prof. V. Jagannatha Panikkar
Vrindavan, Jawahar Nagar
Dr. Jogi Cherian

T. C. 1275, Palayam

Mrs. Sarala Gopalan

District Collector

Shri Sooranad Kunjan Pillai
Retd. Chief Editor, Malayalam Lexicon

Shri A Sreedhara Menon
Registrar, Kerala University

Prof. P. K. Narayana Pillai

Mrs. Padma Ramachandran
Director, Ministry of Home Affairs,
Government of India, New Delhi
Shri C. H. Mohammed Koya M., P.

Shri R. Vasudeva Poduval

Retd. Director of Archaeology
Shri P. K. Koruthu

President, Trivandrum Y. M, C, A.

Shri K. P. K. Menon
President, Rotary Club

Dr. Jayakrishnan
President, Lions Club, Trivandrum (W)

Shri Clarence Thomas
Retd. State Librarian

Dr. K. Raghavan Pillai

Curator and Professor of Sanskrit,
Oriental Research Institute & Manuscripts
Library, University of Kerala

Mrs. Molly Thomas

Director of Collegiate Education,
Government of Kerala

Shri Pachalloor B. Raja Raman Nair
Advocate, Vanchiyoor
Shri K. V. Moidu

Private Secretary to the Minister for
Education
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88.
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Shri M.K.D. Warrier
Regional Officer, Directorate of Field Publicity
Government of India

Shri M.A. Kuruvilla

Information Officer, Press Information Bureau,

Government of India

Shri S.P. Gopakumar

Field Exhibition Officer,

Directorate of Advertising & Visual Publicity
Government of India

Shri K. B. Nair
Asst. Newsreel Officer, Films Division,
Government of India

Shri K. R. Elenkath
‘Sumaramam’
Vetlayambalam

Shri A. N. Thampi
Retd. D. P. [, Thycaud

Dr. K. Bhaskaran Nair
Director of Collegiate Education (Retd.),
Bain’s Compound

Dr. K. N. Pai
Poojapura

Shri R. Kesavan Nair
Director of Panchayats (Retd),
Thycaud

Dr. Vinodini Raghavan
Medical Officer, Government Hospital,
Peroorkada

Shri Suriyanarayana Iyer
Principal,
University College

Miss Hallegua
Principal,
Women'’s College

Shri M. K. Joseph
D.1.G. of Police

Dr. S. Vasudev
Director of Technical Education

Dr. N. Radhakrishnan
Principal,
Medical College

Dr. P. K. Gopalakrishnan
Additional Secretary to Government,
Planning Department

Shri K. T. Chandy
Kerala State Industries Development
Corporation, Vellayambalam

Shri K. V. Rabindran Nair
Finance Secretary, Government of Kerala

Dr. K. Ramachandran Nair
Professor, Malayalam Department,
University of Kerala

Shri V.X. Krishna Menon M.P,
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99.
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102.
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105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
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111,
112.
113.

114.

115.

Shri M. N. Gopinathan Nair
Mayor, Trivandrum

Shri V. Balaram
Special Correspondent,
U.N.L

Shri S. V. Pandit
Palayam

Dr. R. Sankararaman
Director of Health Services (Retd.),
Jawahar Nagar

Sl}ri Varadachari S.
District Collector, Cannanore

Shri Attingal Gopala Pillai MLA

Shri N. Ramakrishnan
Deputy Secretary, Education Department,
Government of Kerala

Shri M., A. Sathar
Corporation Councillor

Shri K. P. K. Menon
Chief Secretary, Government of Kerala

Shri Venattu Karunakaran
Asst. Editor, Kerala Kaumudi

Shri K. V. Kunjukrishna Poduval
Member, Kerala Public Service Commission

Shri T. K. Rajasekharan

Additional Director of Public Relations,
Government of Kerala

Shri V. N. Rajan

D. 1. G. of Police, Government of Kerala

Stri K. Swaminathan
Superintendent of Goverament Presses (Retd.)

Dr. R, Prasannan )
Secretary, Legislature Secretariat

Guru Gopinath
Viswakalakendram, Vattiyoorkavu

Shri V. Anandakuttan Nair
Professor of Malayalam, University College

Shri P. A. Showkathali
Trivandrum Public Library

Shri V. K. Dandapani
Trivandrum Public Library

Shri P. Sivananda Panicker
Trivandrum Public Library

Shri V. Sankaranarayana Pillai
Trivandrum Public Library

Shri M. Abdul Majeed
Asst. Director of Archives

Shri C. V. Joseph
Superintendent, Archives Department,
Government of Kerala

Shri P. V. Varghese
State Librarian, Public Library
(Convener)



Members of the Executive

Shri R. Ramachandran Naig
Director of Public Instruction
President

Shri M. K. Kumaran
Chairman, ) o
Kerala Public Service Commission

Shri Kainikkara M. Kumara Pillai
‘Santhi’, Poojappura

Shri N. V. Krishna Warrior
Director, State Institute of Languages,

Shri P. Govinda Piilai
Editor, Desabhimani

Shri Rosscote Krishna Pillai,
Editor, Yojana

Prof V.K.N. Menon .
T.C. 24/290, Near Central Stadium

Shri T.K. Doraiswamy .
Link View, Golf Link Road, Kawdiar

Smt Elizabeth George

City High School, Trivandrum

Shri A ¥. Thampi
Ramachandravilasam, Vellayambalam

Shri P.V. Varghese
State Librarian,
Convener

Cultural Programmes Committee

Shri R, Ramachandran Nair
Chairman

Guru Gopinath
Viswakalakendram, Vattiyoorkavu
Mrs Elizabeth George

Prof. V. Anandakuttan Nair
University College, Trivandrum

Shri Mavelikara Prabhakara Varma

Shri Vijayabhanu
Swati Tirunal Academy

Shri R. Kesavan Nair

Secretary, Kerala Council of Child Welfare

Convener

Exhibition Committee

Prof V.X.N. Menon
Chairman

Shri K. Swaminathan

Retd. Superintendent of Govt. Presses
Dr. R. Prasannan

Secretary, Legislative Secretariat

Shri C.V. Joseph

Superinteadent, Directorate of Archives

Shri S.P. Gopakumar, D, A, V. P.
Field Exhibition Officer,

Dr. K. Raghavan Pillai
Curator and Prof. of Sanskrit,
Oriental Research Institute and
Manascripts Library

Shri M. Abdul Majeed
Assistant Director, State Archives,

Shri P. Vasudevan
Convener

Seminar Committee

Prof K.A. Isaac

Chairman
Dr. V.K. Sukumaran Nair
Prof 8. Guptan Nair

Sri C. Narayana Pillai-

Sbri P N. Panicker
Convener

Publicity Committee

Shri A.J. Thampi
Chairman

Shri G. Vivekanandan

Director of Public Relations

Shri P.C. Sukumaran Nair
Secretary, Trivandrum Press Club

Shri K.R. Chummar
City Editor, Malayala Manorama,
Trivandrum,

iv

Shri C.R.N. Pisharody

City Editor, Janayugom

Shri K.T. Zacharia

Editor, Thaniniram

Shri G. Neelambaran
Secretary, Trivandrum District
Working Journalist, Union
Shri N. Ramachandran

Editor, Kerala Kaumudi
Convener
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